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worN-z/Major Priend/vs/69°16

Request Zor UFO Analysis

Nq USA?

SAPOI-3¢ (Major Coleman)

Washington 25, D. C.

ATIC received a letter fron iin me reporting the sighting
8 re-

-

_—*

of a UFO and requesting the analysis of same, A check of our file

vyeals that the sighting reported by Mr. was reported by Sewart

APB, Tennessee, 28 May 1961.

2, Jacks Creek Radic, located about 93 nautical miles southwest ofr

Nashville, reported that a balloon was at high altitude northeast of

=beir location. A local TV station employee watched the object through

a telescope and positively identified the object as a balloon with a

‘ox underneath attached to a cable. When the sum was far enough below

she horizon, the object passed into the carth's shadow; thea it could

no longer be seen. Two Navy pilots, while flying at 47,000 feet, saw

+he odject and judged it to be a balloon,

3. ATIC has concluded the object was probabiy the high altitude ballcon

reported by Jacks Creek Radio, This conclusion is substantiated by the

fact that one ground cbserver (and two Navy pilots) definitely identified

it as a balloon.
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four ietter of 15 June addressed to ih werospace Uschnical
telligence Center has been referred to thi rtFees ILL ASM @

AtrTr

(IS has investigated the siznting you reported. Sewart AV3
resorted a similar sighting during the sare period.

.shville, reported that a balloon was 26 bivn altitude ortheast
A local U7 station employee watched the Od ject

oSonga & talescepe and cositively identiMed th ooject as a
Lth a box underneath attached

a2
e -

of their location.

a: ; 
salloon

bo a cable, hen the sun wae far
she horizon, the obiect, passed inte the « sthig

tren 22 could no longer be seen. Tyo avy pilots, while /lyi
+/,0C9 feet, saw the op jset and judz “© be a balloon,

ATIC conelusion is that the oosect rou saw was
nigh altitude balloon rerorted brywre 1cK Oreek uAraa

procad 7 the
*

LA ) »

‘nia time of the year balloon li? mdicsonmies anrvear
tremely brizht, often -i Che appearance of being sade ofBring
n@ angles of reflected sunli

ported.

miigns accounts for the various shaves
‘he balloons reach altitudes of $0,CCO feet, somatic

i hops this information is

oo

wit NLoTer.,
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Sear lr, ete.

Yhank you for your letter of J

I shall attest to be more bars sean concerning the sighting

anvarentliy disazarse as to tne conclusion.

caca since it

vou refer to since we

is seed in reaching the conclusion you br

hat a balloon moving 15 mots an hour

] hou 30

t sur logic is

ould be illogical to sone lude that
emcvhis to Masnville in two

ltgitudes arely align altitu

xorizon) are

considered
“Orne

recould travel the distance from
However, the position of balloons

mis Lead ix2g inless exact aginutas and altitudes _above
“nOWN,e | reer nacerally, the movements of balloons must be

the flight rnrofile as the radiosonde is airbd

several <iimites. So that you

Ine of

rom the beginning or the

‘ive or take

a4 SXUrsne

mile out

for only pea two hours,
and I fully understarmd cach other and to attempt to rule

the evidently. erroneous conclusion, I will havea to 23k that you furnish

) reports on the object ziving asiouth,
i (longitude and latitude).

two separate (time) pesition re

from a known locationLtitude and tins, eaci

no organization in the Derartment of Derense known 2

Air Defense Commamd. You are proovablyreferring to CLC

located at Colorado ‘orings,
the Strategic

orta American Airfefense Command,

STRAC is the aboreviation for bp phaigeegic army Corns and,

20 connection with launching and

VOLOraae. ST

we can determine, hasas far as

recovery of ozonesondes and acsdiiid,

Pron to twelve vailoons of various coni i gareations are launch

iniiy from over 1COlocations throuzheut the United States. The
agnicscde of aven the smaller balloons at extremely hizh altit udes

e afternoon, to maxe the DSalloon anvear eT than

sonmsiderinzg onziguration, could

ars several

ite and an
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such, late in th

3% tually is. A radiosonde, :

unconveni 9 ge ars ig lh Shereeasly | e classed as a

lines anging ¢ lowmm from it, a urled, s1
oblong bex containing a small faite icnal tiers The }narachute and

by Tingeand-sali, comequently rotate ag the balloon

: ue to lessening

es maxcionur

+ 4 ape

ressure) as it ris ii

tne fragments uni ornly in all direc ns-* a te , ee LLz voewi—e

7 with the.

or ausperaied by riz

Also, the balloon increases in si

Lt rises. ‘hen ti reach

aio

iCBermgse

csrneris pz

altitude 1% star bated and sermds tne 1

fhe actremely low temveratures at the burst point combing

cxicun stretc! of the balloon to add to the rather spectacular flisht
oruination. ‘Tha rarachute does not "balloon until it reaches much

(“here air becores dem3se erouzh to force the chute to

ow
taxi®



I hove this information

his matter further, but to

nested in narazgraph two

reclated.


