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Vest Virginia

Dear +r See

Reference your letter of 13 June 1961 to the Aerospace Technical
intelligence Center requesting inrormation about metallic slivers which

were Pound mear your home in November 1957 and June 190l.

The samples of the meterial which you forwarded with your letter

have been definitely identified as char? made and utilized by the United

States, Chaff is material which is dropped by cur aircrart for the purDur

pose or jamming radars by blotting out the scope picture with insignifi-
camt returns.

Chat? is drovoped in the United States by the Air Force for the

purposes of training flight and radar crews and for testing the effec-

tiveness of the char? itsel?.

Chat? is designed to interfere with radars of different coerating

frequencies, and this accounts for the differences in length and cross

section of the material which was found near your home.

Chaff is usually released from the aircraft in bundles which then

oven to allow the material to disperse. In an cotimm operation each

individual piece of chaff will fall alone. (a occasion, hcewever, the

material will fall in little clumps such es you recovered.

The material is designed to fall extremely slow, and therefore may

have been dropped many miles from your heme and drifted into your area

during the time it took to fall from approximately eight miles high.

four interest in this matter is appreciated.

jincerely
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