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ASTRONOMY

Arcturus Shines in

Science News Lerrer for May 27, 1901

Several bright stars can be seen on June evenings.

Most prominent is Arcturus in the constellation Bootes. Others

are Spica, Deneb, Vega and Capella, James Stokley reports.

> LOOK TOWARD the th on a clear

‘ning in June, and i sce several

bright stars—-bright encugh to be ranked

by the astronomer as “nrst magnitude.”

Perhaps the most prominent is Arcturus, in
' hd .

the constellation of Bootes, the herdsman,

which is high in the ith.

The accompanying maps show its posi-

tion, along with o stars of the evening,

as it appears about ] n., your own kind

. lard Gest ar
standard time at the first of June. By

> middle of the month they will be sim-
ier

¢.)

(Add

one hour for !

Just below Bootes u will see Virgo,

the virgin. This is one the 12 constella-
tions of the zodiac, the belt through which

fo mot e sun, moon snd planets seem

Che brightest star in

To the rig!

oli ical con

ola, which is indicated

posed to mark the animal's tail; it

actually a first magnitude

handle of

shaped like

i inds another

ion, Lco the lion. Deneb
pn. is sup-

Pp, 15 sup
is second

t

tie west,

wwn on the

map. Close to it is Mars, the

vn. This is now quite faint,

f its distance. On June 20

twice as far as the sun—

iern sky

planet sho

nainip because of

ie will be just

rhout 186,000,060 miles aw ty.

Libra Seen in the South

1 the south ve

stars, none very

In the form of

can see Libra, the

ignt, are

what dis

tble, with

Above Sc« plus is ¢ ce

Oohiuch 7

i Serpens, the serpent

' 1 to be carrying. / it

to the left, you find Aquila, d

1use itis so near the horizon.

\ little farther to the left and you come

1

SO SOrmie\

( us the swan, wi Deneb as the

t Chis 5 on the m p

nart ky.) Al his group1

J hh \ 1 } hi milar
richtn to Arcturus. Above

Hig! 1 the mort tis Ur

, of I the familtar “great

2 An this, in turn, are th

1) 1 Meral ki n
* 7 re

tended toward the east,

Polaris, the pole star which

directly over the

It is at the end of the handle of the Jitt
‘

dipper, which is part of Urs

| ! ,
norta pore oF Tie early

rs is the only planet show:

tirce others are isible later

in the night. Before midnight at the first

of June, and two hours carlier at the end

of the month, brilliant Jupiter appears in

the southeast. It is preceded Saturn,

bout a twelfth as bright, but still rank
. 

1 rz

as first magnitude. And Venus, about 5.2

times as bright as Jupiter, rs low in

the east about an hour before the sun

ugh = Siri

shines so brilliantly on winter e

is the most brilliant star we can sce at

nig! gone from view, two very bright

stars are visible in June. These are Vega

{ Arcturus. In the list of bright stars,

f course, is first and then comes

dog-star, which

enings and

}

us the

Sirius. Next are Canopus and Alpha Cen

tat ch are so far south that they can-

not be scen from most parts of the United

ota

These are followed by Arcturus, Vega
and Capella. The latter shines high over-

head on winter evenings, in Auriga, the

cy er. It is sull visible, just above the

our

(ORONAS

So

northern horizon where its normal bril

liance is greatly dimmed by the great

amount of air through which its light has

to travel.

Actually, Arcturus, Vega and Capella are

so nearly alike in brightne ss that some find

one and some another to be the brightest

three. The fact that they are

ut colo iakes them iit to com

pare. Vega i luish, ( yellowisl

and Arcturus has a ruddy tinge. However

one recent and authoritative listing puts

Arcturus first and Vega second

Thi irse, refers to their apparent

brightnesses, which depend both thei

brightnesses or candleps

sume ta \

brilliance of
:

carth

If vo stars are

tness and one is twice as

the more distant

ri

at different distances on

equal] f in the sky.

rht as the nearerf

e

=

is four times ;

they will appear the same.

if the distant one

the oth Ss

Arcturus Brighter Than Vega

Arcturus is so distant that its ly h

travel 186,06 0 miles per second)
years to reach us; we say

Ss OD light \

e! oe -
that its distance

Vega is
; : 7 ‘

away, so evidently it 15 not as bright

intrinsically as Arcturus, which is 100 times

sun. Vega is equal to 50

is still farther, 47 light

years, and exceeds the sun’s brightness 130

N look below Vega Denel

suns. But Ca

inumes. Ow iv

\ *
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Celestial Time Table for June


