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1. DATE y f 2. LOCATION CONCLUSIONS

Was Boll
1 Aug 61 Richmond, Virginia Probebly Balloon

4. DATE-TIME GROUP

Local __2000EDT

cur__312400z

5. PHOTOS

WGround-Vi sual

O Air Viwel
50U

OYes.

BNo Civilian
7. -

10, BRIEF SUMMARYOF SIGHTINGODjt w/lights running

down side observed in N. Believed to be

tanker or commrical airliner with lights.

. *

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)

4 TYPE OF OBSERVATION

LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 6. NUMBER OF OBJECTS — e
O Insufficient Deta for Evaluction

30 sec 1-2 cling

11, COMMENTS 2 Separate Signting. lim

Possibly Balloon

12.

o
a

o

a ‘

Oo
o

O Greound-Reder

© Air-intercept Rader
Possibly Airera

Was Astronomical
Probably Astronomicel
Possibly Astronomical

=) es: = BS |= aLS |

Richmond with plane to N. 1 fm Ashland
Virginia with plane to S. Ashland sighting
prompted report fm Richmond. Richmond

report fm writer working for newspaper

who covers aviation. States objt was x |
definiately a/c. Ashland report varies with
flight info only. Flight was at ngith
night and identification made fm ig light}
Probably refueling operation.



light standing stationary in the sky, then moving off, stopping and

reversing course immediately to chase another airplane, I thought I'd

betterx turn in this report . The Ashland man said his Sighting was to

the south. And, because Ashland is north of Richmond, and my sighting wa

to the north, it is probable that we both saw the same thing.



U.S. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET

This questionnaire has been prepared so that you can give the U.S. Air Force as much

information as possible concerning the unidentified aerial phenomenon that you have observed.

Pleasé try to answer as many questions.as you possibly.can. The information that. you give will

be used for research purposes, and will be regarded as confidential material. ‘Your name will -nof

be used in connection with any statements,.conclusions, or publications.without your permission.

We request this personal information ‘so that, if it 1s deemed necessory, we may contact you for

further details.

1. When did yousee the object? “12. Time of day: a fos ei
: : é ‘Hour

s

(Circle One): A.M.. oF (P.M.

= aw (Circle One): a. {Eastern (Circle One): a, Daylight Saving
b. Central : b. sia far
c. Mountain

d. Pacific
e. Other _

4. Where were you,when you saw the object?
.

, Nearest Postal Address City or Town State or Country

Additional remarks:

5. How long was object:in sight? ae pe Zale on i
Minutes ; Seconds

5.1 How was time in sight determined?

a. Certain r c. Not very sure

b Fairly certain d. Just a guess

6. What was the condition of the:sky?

DAY

a. Bright

b. Cloudy

li tre

7. IF you saw the object during DAYLIGHT, where Was the SUN located as you looked at the object?

(Circle One): a. In front of yop re d. To your left
b. In back of you e. Overhead
c. To your right f. Don’t remember

ATI C Fee 60 164: ‘This form supersedes ATIC 164, 13 Oct 54.



IF you saw.the object.at NIGHT, what did you notice concerning the STARS.and MOON?

8.1 STARS (Circle One): 8.2 MOON (Circle One):

.a. None a, Bright moonlight

b. Atow) ». Dull. moonlight
c. Many ¢. No moonlight — pitch dark

d. Don't remember d. Don’t remember

The object appeared:

(Circle One): sf he oven b. Shiny ¢. Dark d. Don’t remember

If it appeared as.a light, was it brighter than the brightest:stars? aed i

Did the ‘object: ‘ (Circle One for each question)

. Appear to stand still at any time? Yes No Don’t Know

Suddenly speed.up and rush away at any time? es No Don’t Know

. Break up into parts or explode? Yes No Don’t Know

Give off smoke? Yes No Don't Know

Change brightness? Yes No Don’t Know

- Change shape? Yes No Don’t Know

= Flash or flicker? Yes No Don’t Know

. Disappeor.and reappear ? ; : Don’t Know

. Did the object. move behind something.ot any time, particularly a cloud?

(Citele Ong): (es)

4,

Did the object.move in front of something at any time, porticularly.a cloud?

(Circle One): Yes No Don't Know. IF you answered YES, then tell what
: in front of: : /

Did the object.appear: . (Circle One): af Solid b. Transparent c. Vapor d. Don’t Know

- Did you observe the object through any of the following?

» Eyeglasses Yes ! , e. Binoculars

. Sun glasses Yes f. Telescope

» Windshield Yes g- Theodolite

. Window glass Yes h. Other



» Tell in a few words the following things about the object,

a. Sound
a

b. Color

. Draw a picture that will show.the shape of the object or objects. Lobel.and include:in your sketch any details
of the object :that you.saw such as wings, protrusions, ete.,.and especially.exhoust trails or vapor trails.
Place an arrow beside.the drawing to show the direction.the object:was. moving.

18 The edges of the object.were:

( Circle One): a. Fuzzy or blurred

ce. Sharply out :

d. Don't remember *

“19. IF there was MORE ‘THAN ONE object, then how many were there?
Draw o picture of how they .were arranged, and Put on arrow to show.the 23 LalDdetir,

iE ne rae aeindies



ae, ;

22. We wish to: know the ongular:size. - Hold:a match stic! arm's length in line. with a Known object.end notehow. much of the object:is: covered by. the head of the match. ‘If you had performed :this experiment:at the timeof the sighting, how much of the object would have been covered by the match head? :

23. Did the object disappear:while you were watching it? Jf so, how? , é4 =: 

~

—_— 
ofiY he ih EVAL hk ‘ Aa IY at MA“or at MEPee Oe Hi at '’ 

1424. In order that you can give as clear.a picture as possible of. what you:saw, describe.in Sour own:words a icommon object or object which, en placed.up in sh somg oppearance as the ob oy) }which you sow itd he bs on a {
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20. Draw a picture that will show the motion that the object or objects.made. Place.on "A" at the beginning ofthe path, -a ‘*B’ at the end of the ~~ any changes in direction during the course,



' 29. What direction were you looking when you first saw the object? (Circle One)

OTN RECO RIE ones

Page 5

26. Were you (Circle One)

a. In the business section of.a city?
Inside ‘a building b. In the residentis t

Outdoors Near an airfield
In an airplane (type) e.. Flying over a city?
At sea’ f. Flying over open country?

f. Other : g- Other

27 What were you doing at the time you saw the object, and how did you happen to notice it?

A 
GE:

. f/

He tage LUE tut LG NAL id bcdot“

LF KAM Ae - -
"1

28. IF you were MOVING IN AN AUTOMOBILE or other vehicle at the time, then complete.the following questions:

28.1 What direction were you moving? (Circle One)

a. North c. East e. South ge West
b. Northeast _ d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest

28.2 How fast were you moving? miles per.hour.

28.3 Did you stop at any time while you were looking at the object?

(Circle One) Yes - No

a. North c. East Louth}
_b. Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwest

30. What direction were you looking when you last saw the object? (Circle One)

a. North c. East

b. Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwest

31. If you are familiar with bearing terms (angular direction), try to estimate the number of degrees the object was
from true North (thry east) and also the number of degrees it was upward from the horizon (elevation).

31.1 When it first appeared:

a. From true North________degrees.

b. From horizons degrees.

31.2 When it disappeared:

a. From true North degrees.

b. From horizon_______degrees.



Fr I TREE ETT ATER EY TEER PTT RT IE

32. In the following sketch, imagine that you are at the point shown. Place an °A” on the curved line to show how
high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you first saw it. Place a “B” on the same curved line to
show how high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you last saw it.

33. In the following larger sketch place an “A” at the position the object was when you first saw it, and a “B” at its
position when you Jast saw it. Refer to smaller sketch as an example of how to complete the larger sketch.

eCeae ce ee $ S ‘a



34. What were the weather conditions at the time you saw the object?

CLOUDS (Circle One) WEATHER (Circle One)

a. (Clear sky } (Oy )
b. Hazy b. Fog, mist, or light rain

¢. Scattered clouds ¢. Moderate or. heavy rain

d. Thick or heavy clouds d. Snow

e. Don’t remember

36. Was anyone else with you at the time you saw the object?

(Circle One) (Yes No; Sy,
36.1 IF you answered YES, did they see the object.too?

(Cc ircle One) Yes No

36.2 Please list their names and addresse

37. Was this the first time that you had seen an object or objects like this?

(Circle One) Yes No

37.1 IF you answered NO, then when, where, and under what circumstances did you see other ones?

33.

do Decay: 3



39. Do you think you can estimate the speed of the object?

(Cirele One) (os No

IF you answered YES, then what speed would you estimate?

40. Do you think you can estimate how far away from you the object. was?

(Cirele One) Yes No

IF you answered YES, then how far away would you say it was?

41, Please give the ion.about yourself:

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE NUMBER mt
i, oe Son Male

Indicate any i information:about yourself,Wf ponFrancle4ulleducation, which.> Sa? be pertinent.fost aI ype

42. Date you completed this questionnaire:



U.S. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET

(SUMMARY DATA)

In order that: your information may be filed and coded os accurately as possible, please use
the following space to write out a short description of the event that you observed. You may re-
peat information that you have already given in the questionnaire, and add any further.comments,statements, or sketches that you believe are important. Try to present the details of the observa:tion in the order in which they occurred. Additional pages of the same size paper may be attachedif they.are needed.

Do Not Write in This Spece)

CODE:

Hmeas AL rel Mas nilcnnal china beesaie BA a tach .



U.S. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET

This questionnaire has been prepared so that you can give the U.S. Air Force as much

information as possible concerning the unidentified aerial phenomenon that you have observed.

Please try to answer as many questions.as you possibly.can. The information that you give will

be used for research purposes, and will be regarded as confidential material. ‘Your name will not
be used jn connection with any statements, conclusions, or publications.without your permission.

We request this personal information ‘so that, if it 1s deemed necessary, we may ‘contact you for

further details.

Between Band F pim.i 1. When did yousee the object? :2.. Time of day:
; 

“Hour 
Minutes

Thy ome Yeor (Circle One): A.M. 6

oe (Circle . Easter / (Circle One}: ‘ar Daylight Saving
b. Central b. Standa
c. Mountain
d. Pacific
e. Other

4. Where wete you when you saw the object? 2D: rompergor =

ry 4 City or Town Sfate or Country

Additional remarks:

5. How long wos object in sight? ——— ge Fs ad| greats just watehe)

5.1 How was time in sight determined? a / dow 30 Loccencls ov

do :

a. Certain c. Not very sure
b. Fairly certain d. Just a guess f

6. What was the condition of the ‘sky?

DAY .NIGHT _) a
Gla. Bright a. Bright C thaw

b. Cloudy b. Cloudy

» IF you saw the object during DAYLIGHT, where was the SUN located as you looked at the object?

(Circle One): a. In front of you 4 d. To your left
b. In back of you e. Overhead
c. To your right m f. Don't remember

ATI C p68 60 164 This form supersedes ATIC 164, 13 Oct 54.
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Jupiter, Saturn Shine
The planet Jupiter 's the brightest object in the sky

to the moon during August. Satura is as bright as a first
magnitude star, James Stokley reports.
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American Meleer Sieh) fegeet

Fer 1967 by Dr, C1? olivten

1952 April 25.69 G.M.T.

A.M.LS. No. 2395

In our files are found 12 reports of an extremely brilliant fireball which appeared on
the above date at 11:28 p.m., E.S.T. Out of the 12 reports 10 came from Wilmington,
N.C., one from 5 miles south, one from 25 miles north, so all observers lay along a
south-north line. The reports were gathered by Donald Strayhorn of Wilmington, then
an active A.M.S. member. The reports were unanimous that the fireball’s color was blue
or green and its size excessive, estimates of the latter running from one half to three
times the size of full Moon. Allowing for probable exaggeration, its apparent diameter
must have approximated 15’ to 20’. Based on 9 estimates, the duration was 3.06 +0.76
sec.—a smaller average error than usual. From 9 stations the path was reported as

vertical or almost so, and the beginning altitude as 45° or greater, and the end at north
point at about S° altitude. As the sidereal time was about 13;33, the right ascension of
the radiant would, for a vertical path, approximate that. No information on the radiant’s
declination nor linear heights can be obtained from the data. Its path probably ended
near the Va.-N.C. border. Evidently, however, it was not from the Lyrid radiant, but
may well have come from A.M.S. fireball radiant No. 5056. Though all the usual results

could not be obtained it seemed worth while to put this remarkable fireball on record.

FIREBALL of 1961 August 10.61 G.M.T.

A.M.S. No. 2294

On this date at about 8;32 p.m., C.S.T., a fireball was observed from the Chicago-

Milwaukee area, and some 250 reports were gathered by the Adler Planetarium and

eventually sent to A.M.S. headquarters. There has been a long delay in solving the

path of the principal body to which these reports refer. A detailed study indicated that

30 or more referred to a second bright object, seen to the northeast, while, due to the

date, Perseids were doubtless present in numbers and some observers did not differen-

tiate between an ordinary meteor and the fireball in question. Despite these complica-

tions a solution has finally been obtained. Unfortunately only about 5 people tried to

refer the path or end of it to stars, Ursa Major being so used. All the rest depended

upon estimates of both directions and altitudes, nobody seems to have used any instru-

ment for measuring cither coordinate.

A preliminary study weeded out about half of the reports as having no value for

either coordinate. Further, estimates of altitudes of 60° and over were omitted, as

almost nobody, without using stars as reference, can estimate such arcs with even

approximate accuracy, and heights depend upon the tangents of the angle, which

become abnormally great over 60°. To determine the projected path, a chart of the

region was prepared, scale 1’ in latitude to 1mm. On this stations were plotted and

azimuth lines drawn showing the observed projected starting and ending points, and in

many cases intermediate. From this, despite the usual scatter, these points were derived

and the projected path drawn. Then the linear height corresponding to observed alti-

tudes were derived by measuring the distance to projected path from each station and

taking the tangent of the altitude. Most did not see the beginning point, but our derived

beginning height depends upon 13 usable altitudes. The end point depends upon 43

altitudes. Joining these points by a straight line gives us the atmospheric path. Other

estimates could be bunched into three heights. When plotted, these fit in tolerably well

with path mentioned. ad

While the average deviations from the mean heights certainly show larger values

than we could wish, yet in percentages they compare very favorably with those all

observers get when measuring stellar paralaxes, and the latter are the very basis of

stellar astronomy. So we beg the indulgence of astronomers and suggest that, while in a

given case the fireball path and orbit derived certainly may be considerably in error,

still statistically, they may be treated with more respect.

is

‘



Americans Merecr Sieve Repeat
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The color of the fireball was white perhaps with a bluish tinge, but during the last

part of its flight, when lower in atmosphere, it turned red. Its train was yellowish or red,

but duration of this most uncertain. The fircball itself showed a distinct disk, but no

certain numerical magnitude can be given. Estimates of duration, leaving out impossibly

long ones, are from 1 to 25 seconds. Probably the longer ones refer to duration of the

train. Using the average of 55 estimates, we get 7.3 + 3.1 sce. This gives an observed

velocity of 36 km/sec. which is obviously most uncertain, The object broke into two

or more pieces near end, Estimates of brightness vary wildly, but undoubtedly to many

it showed a disk. Using the reports which seem more accurate its magnitude as seen

from Chicago would have been —8, which irtcidentally would be near the zenithal

magnitude. Our thanks go almost exclusively to Adler Planetarium as the staff there

at once recorded most of the reports by telephone, while what they had seen was fresh

in the observers’ minds. The usual nuinerical data follow. An examination of them will

show marked similarities to A.M.S. No. 2338 observed on August 16 1936.

WDRRBi sxisssices Sacatnccaysccenss .1961 Aug. 10.6

Sidereal time at end point. 68° 55’

Began ovef.........csceon A = 88° 40’ W, @ = 41° 03’ N at 110 + 34. km

Ended over. A = 88° 24’ W, @ = 43% 23’ N at 48 + 24 km
Projected pat! 256 km

Path... 64 km
Durati 3 + 3.1 sec
Observed velocity.

Radiant uncorrect =4 h = 14°

Curvature correction.. —1° 10’

Parabolic zenith correctio: —9° 2’

Radiant corrected h = 3° 48’

3 = —43°

@ = —20°

Parabolic Orbits.....cccccsscercressssensserseseee i = 6°, N = 318°, r = 330°,q = 1A.U.

FIREBALL of 1966 July 6

A.M.S. No. 2393

A very bright fireball was reported on this date at approximately 10:58 p.m., E.S.T.,

from stations in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Iowa. However, the Illinois report must be

of another fireball, almost simultaneous, as its path does not agree with other data. We

then have available 9 reports, 6 kindly sent in from Wright-Patterson AFB. Considerable

time and effort have been spent in trying to secure a good solution; what is here given is

far from fully satisfactory, but is the best the data afford. Three observers report its

brightness was comparable to the Moon's, one that it cast distinct shadow, two gave its

magnitude as —6. We may assume its zenithal magnitude was about —9 at its end.

The duration of flight was 2.75 + 0.5 sec. 8 observers. Its color was blue green. No long

enduring train was left. It flared once. The usual data follow but no orbit is computed

due to the relative uncertainty of the atmospheric path.

Date sissicisccncsvorccay ..1966 July 6.66

Sidereal time at end point. 54° 46’

Began over. = 85° 35’, B = 39° 40’ at 134 + 24km
Ended over. = 89° 24’, B = 40° 16’ at 85 + 33 km

Projected length of path

Length of path.

Observed velocity...

64 km

Radiant uncorrected. a = 280° hom 19? 17"

Radiant corrected for curvature and zenitha = 280° h = 15° 34’

BIOMCHONcree. rsssahlvun descr nesses = BOT> 6 = +3°
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Aug. 12, Hanover, Ont. ‘our witnes:sse
observed a disc-shaped object maneuver
north to south, then tilt on edge. Ap-»
— metallic, it seemed to be re-

/

é
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No Case (Informtion Only) 1, August 1941Source: CUFOR News Bulletin #11, September 61 Chiesss , Illinois

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS = 14 Aug 61: Steve Faver, a 17-year-old student has reported to
CUFOR what may or may not have been a singular mee |

teor. At 9:15 P.M. he saw a dull luminous orange object travel from SSE to MW,
disappearing over a building several blocks away in about a minute's time. He’didn't;
see the object come into view as he was watching Eaho I to the east,

The general appearance and direction of this object bring into mind the rede
dish object seen by Adler Planetarium personnel almost one year before (26 Aug 60); |

one of dozens such sightings at that timee (See January and July, 1961, issues for|
details) It is rather puzzling that such sightings should occur with such timinge |

Steve, an amateur astronomer and, curicusly, formerly a member of the AaLer |

Planetariun Society, said in his report to CUFOR, #I do not think it could have |
been a meteorite since it traveled almost from horizon to horizon{ Besidesss.e.s
the color (being too dull) prompts me to think that this was not a meteorite." |
He has viewed many meteor showers and said this was not similar to any meteor |
he had ever seen. Asked what he thought it might have been, he replied, "I hon= |
estly do not know." |

i

(Biase anssemen ne



|
i

i}

|



: hae oe Aug 1961No Case (Information) UT et, iiilibenn
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Aug. 17, Stillwater, Minn, Five citi-
zens witnessed a V-formation of glowing
lights, moving about 500 feet above the
St. Croix River, Sighting resembled
the ‘Lubbock Lights’? (Texas, 1951)
except that the V flew on edge, point
forward. The lights moved in unison;
two witnesses reported the sighting as .
“a _ V-shaped a withMp :





Aug. 21, Bayview, Idaho, Two bright |

glowing objects, one of which exploded,

were seen maneuvering over Pend

Oreille Lake by J.M. Wilson and his
family. In a duplicate AF-NICAP re-

port, Wilson said one object flared up,

as if exploding, and disappeared. Mo-
ments later, a second UFO appeared and

circled the explosion area, After hover-
ing there for twominutes, it shot straight

up out of sight, sale:
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8. IF you saw the object.at NIGHT, what did you notice.concerning the STARS and MOON?

8.1 STARS (Cirele One): 8.2 MOON (Circle One):

.a. None a. Bright moonlight

b. Afew b. Dull.moonlight

: — pitch dark.

Don't remember

‘9. The object appeored:

(Cirele One): a. Asa light CE shiny) ce. Dork d. Don't remember

10. If.it appeared as a light, was it brighter than the brightest :stars?

11. Did the object: (Circle One for each question)

Appear to stand still at any time? Yes / Don’t Know
Suddenly speed. up and rush away at any time? Yes Don’t Know

Breakup into parts or explode? Yes Don’t Know

Give off smoke? Yes Don't Know

. . Change brightness? Yes I Don’t Know

Change shape? Yes Don't Know
Flash or flicker? Yes Don't Know
Disappear.and reappear ? Yes Don’t Know

a.

b.

c.

d.

e

f,

9.

h.

12. Did the object move behind something at any time, particularly a cloud?

(Circle One): Yes (Re ) Don’t Know. IF you answered YES, then tell what
it moved behind: :

13. Did the object.move in front of something at any time, particularly. cloud?
pate

(Circle One): Yes Don't Know. . IF you answered YES, then tell what
in front of: BRR BIN Nacsa en rao enc Soin a

14. Did the object.appear: . (Circle One): @ Solid/ b. Transparent c. Vapor d. Don't Know

15. Did you observe the object through any of the following?
pte

a. Eyeglasses Yes CNo / . Binoculars

b. Sun glasses Yes No) . Telescope
¢. Windshield Yes No» , Theodolite
d. Window glass Yes \ - Other





cbjeet which descended toward the earth
x headed northeast, was reported te
tha Wichita Eagle. A witness said3

x, pe ee
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CMa Aare ves $£r"ed,, Mo dave Anke <hiale ah silt jh 5 Sam |
opsnc® S_S Last month we reported an Evanston, Ills,

sighting that occurred on “the éVéning of
20 Aug Stsat approximately 9:07 P.M. At that time a man saw an object apparently

g Echo I across the sky. ‘hhen first seen, the object was about 1° to the left.

rear of Echo; when last seen, about 4°,

Having had little training in astronomical matters, we called upon Tom Coombs,

Deputy Director for Moonwatch Activities at the Chicago Moonwatch Station. Tom, tak-

ing the estimated time and speed (in comparison with Echo), checked the orbital pre-

diction sheets he receives from the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory, Using

some "bafflingly ingenious mechanisms far beyon@ our mental powers," he learned that |
60 Epsilon I (Sputnik IV) would have been in that area at that time, disappearing |
into the earth's shadow shortly after 9:07 P.M. Moonwatch observers lost track of

the satellite on 15 May 60, so the Chicago team wasn't expecting it. Epsilon's speed |

is about seven times that of Echo and its magnitude is 1.5.{he witness in this sight-

ing gave a rough speed estimate of twice that of Echo; a magnitude guess of 2.0. ; H
There is little doubt, therefore, that the Evanston object was Sputnik IV.

We are indebted to Tom for his assistance. This is an example of what could
happen in UFO research if private organizations and public research facilities would |
work together. eg



No Case (Information Only) 
30 August 1961 ° -Source: CUFOR News Bulletin #11, September 61 Evanston, Illinois
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HEADQUARTERS

FOREIGN TECHNOLOGY DIVISION :

AIR FORCE SYSTEMS COMMAND

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, OHIO

REPLY To

attw or: TD-E/Major Friend

sussect: Request for UFO Information <eqgaa)

to: SAFOI-3c (Major Coleman)

1. Reference the attached letter to SAFOI fron Mr. SURERNANORI
. Pequesting information on the USAF UFO program.

2. Search of the FID UFO files fails to reveal any reports of the

30 Aug 61 and 5 61 sightings which Mr. Qe indicates
“OCCUrTea Ovover Cinc ti, Ohio.

3. Mc <Q also makes reference to a 7 Aug 61 letter which

he wrote to the USAF requesting information on two UFO sightings in

thepo eee FID has no record of a letter of this date from

Mr - It is suggested that Mr gps resubmit his re-
quest for information on the Chicago sightings and that he include

Luedates on which the incidents are supposed to have occurred.

oh ep
; 1 AtchFERS. Ltr fm Mr dtd

Deputy for Science 11 Sep 61.

and Components



Civilian UE O. Research

CHICAGO 18, ILLINOIS

KEyYsTone 9-6238

11 September 2961

Major William T. Coleman

UFO Project Officer

Public Information Division, USAF
Pentagon Building
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Major Coleman:

At about 2100 hrs. on 30 Aug 61, a reddish object was seen over

Cincinnati, Ohio, as it traveled very slowly across the sky until it
suddenly exploded in a flash of white light. At the same time on the

night of 5 Sep 61, the performance was repeated.

I would like to know the results of the official investigation into

these sightings and the facts on which these results were based,

*. On 7 Aug 61 I requested information regarding tas Chicago area
sightings of a few years ago. If possible, would you please inform

as to the action being taken on this request?

If a Department off Defense news release regarding UFO's has been

issued since January, 1961, I would like to have a copy.

Youyhelp in these matters would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely;

/

; ; 9

a UFO Research
3/1



Dear ir. a:

tm an earlier letter I renlicd to you concerning the sightings
you mentioned in previous correspondence.

| The latest Devartient of Defense release on the subject of Urds
is enclosed. I bad forwarded you this release several months bac.

. i Cz

s cS

It will be several weeks before the new fact sheet is published.

Sincerely,

Merist on
252

Research

hortea Drake Avenu

{ Chicago 13, Illinois

t
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’ Civilian U. F. O. Kesearch

2 ae CHICAGO 18, ILLINOIS
KEYSTONE 9.6238

—

L

3 October 1961

Major William T. Coleman

UFO Project Officer

Public Information Division, USAF

Pentagon Building

Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Major Coleman:

On 10 June 1961, ab your request, I sent you information regarding
a sighting of an unidentified flying object over Rushville, Nebraska early
in January, 1961..L.would appreciate knowing, in accordarice with AFR 200-2,
section8, the outcome of the official study into this sighting.

Would you please send mg a copy of the latest DOD News Release on the

subject?

On 7 August 1961, I requested information regarding two Chicago-area
sightings. (4 Nov 57, Elmwood Park; 19 Jul 58, Des Plaines, Ill.) I have been
trying to obtain “information about these incidents for over a year. If I can-
not get it through normal channels, I may be forced to seek assistanneg, as
I have done before.

On 11 September 1961, I requested information regarding a series of
UFO reports (30 Aug 61; 5 Sep 61) over Cincinnati, Ohio. I would like to
know the offic: co) on in this case, in accordance with AFR 200-2,
section 8.

Major, I have a considerable amount of patience and I feel you are
competent for the work you are doihg.: I hope you will provide the informa-
tion requesting, thereby insuring She-in that both these chracteristics will
remain unchangede

Sincerely;

Civilian UFO Researen

ne ey Prey1haan et RSE "aca, a se ah oe = oq
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No, Case: (information Only) 30 August 941 -
Sources CUFOR News Bulletin #11, Septe::ber 4 Cincinnati, Ohio

CINCINNATI, OHIO = 30 Aug 61: (Approximately 9:00 PM) Dozens of Cincinnati res-

idents watched a flickering red light moving "very,
very, slowly" toward the southwest. It suddenity exploded "like a great white H

light". Witnesses scattered over a wide area gave remarkably similar descrip-
tions of the phenomenon.

A spokesman at Greater Cincinnati Airport rejected the possibility that

aircraft were involved. The Cincinnati Weather Bureau could offer no explanation.

Thomas Van Flandern, Teamleader of the Cincinnati Moonwatch Team, ruled out |

meteor, star, satellite, or other spa e phenomena. |
=_5 Sep 61: All seemed quiet within a day or so; then, on the

5th, at almost precisely the same time as the

first incident, the object (or a similar object) appeared over the city for a
second time with the same results. Two additional observations were made this

time, thoughe Witnesses closer to the object heard a soft Lut explosion~like
sound just as the object exploded. Also, the object was seen below clouds which

the Weather Bureau said were at 10,000 feet, thus the object was most likely
between 5,000 and 10,000 feet high.

= 11 Sep 61: The above sightings were precisely six days

apart and were quite similar in nature. Six

more days passed and at 8:57 PM, Sept. 11th, CUFOR member Ann Mattix (who
sent in the above reports) saw a reddish-white light travel from the north=
east to the southeast at a high rate of speed on a slightly erratic course,

Although similar in appearance and direction of movement, some obvious dif~

ferences appear in this latest sightings The object traveled at high speed;

the was no explosion (the witnesses were at the bottom of a hill, however,
which might have precented them from seeing an explosion further along the

object's course); witnesses heard a sound not unlike a jet engine as the obs
ject approached the soubhwestern horizon, whereas the earlier case involved

a sound like an explosion. A possibility is that this object was an aircraft

and the time was purely coincidental; also possible is that the earlier cases

involved Strategic Air Command aircraft, which may have dropped flares as’
part of a training operation.

-_17 Sep 61.2: Mrs. Ma:tix and her husband intend to maine
tain a "skywabbh" on the sixth night following |

the thid sighting. Anything gleaned from this operation will be renorted.

RR ee a ct eet at tenth tte
:



16. Tell in a few words the following things about the object._

Saini UV boksseY heard ariplane Cpcaton) at Re time @

b. Coter welner wilh a row-e8 bright Cakts Down tha dice

17. Draw a picture that will show.the shape ofthe object or.objects. Label.and include:in your sketch.any details
of the object:that you.saw ‘such as wings, protrusions, etc.,:and especially exhaust trails or vapor trails.

Place an. arrow. beside.the drawing to show the direction.the object:was.moving.

18, The edges of the object were:

(Circle One. Fuzzy or blurred

. Like.a bright stor

c. Sharply outlined

d. Don't remember

Draw a picture of how they.were arranged, :and put an crrow to show.the direction. that. they. were traveling. —
/

ee



1 + 15 SEPTEMBER 1961 SIGHTINGS

Fea seganite te

H

rs

Ai aman itd DEA tai Apart ie

DATE LOCATION OBSERVER EVALUATION

i Ny Sandusky, Ohio == foeg \finsurricient Data
ine Las Lunas, New Mexico Insufficient Data

_ 2 Albuquerque, New Mexico Other (MIRAGE /INVERSION )1 wg 36.48N 124.18W; 344.4ON 124. 38W aaaMilitary Astro (METEOR)
'N3 34.47N 166.19W (Pacific) Satellite
ish Columbus, Ohio alii” Astro (JUPITER)
3h Springfield, Ohio SE TED Astro (ANTARES)

“ad 5 Sidney, Ohio anaes Astro (ANTARES)
| ~5 Kelowna, British Columbia, Canada Multi. Astro feat
yo~7 Dayton, Ohio oe Astro (METEOR)
od <7 Troy, Ohio a Aircraft
“OTT Cépe Canaveral, Florids Tra RADAR Astro (STAR)
1 ~7 Dayton, Ohio 1. Balloon
2 ai 2. Aircraft

ce | Dayton, Ohio eS en, Astro (CAPELLA)
2 8 Vandalia, Ohio ——— Astro (METEOR)

+410 Hammond, Indiana Astro (CAPELLA)

3 Su Englewood Hills, Ohio Astro (STARS/PLANETS)
} ~1l San Diego, California Insufficient Data —
Saab Dawson Creek, British Columbia, — Astro (METEOR)

i “12 Chicago, Illinois Insufficient Data ©hg East Coast and Midwest United sihul maeh,Multi Other (NASA Rocket)
4 TM13 Belmont, Ohio a Insufficient Data
g “14h Osan, Korea Military Aircraft
a 1s 36.30N. 139.45E {Par East) Military Astro (METEOR) .
q SaME Hillard, Ohio per . Astro (MARS)
7 “1h 67.50N 165.00¥ (Sering Sea) Res en Astro (VENUS)
3 ‘15 20.50N 176.008 {Fscific) Civilian Astro (METEOR)

a ADDITIONAL REPORTED SIGHTINGS (NOT CASES)

4 DATE LOCATION SOURCE EVALUATION

Sep Universe Science News Ltr

Sep Connorsville, Indiana Physical Specimen Report
3 San Francisco, California (PHOTOS) Newsclipping

peeimen @



25. Where were you located when you saw the object? 26. Were you (Circle One)

(Circle One):
> Th the business section of.a city?

a. Inside a building b. In the residential section of.a city?
In a car ; ' —~€s In open.countryside?

c. PDutdoors d. Near an airfield?

d- In an airplane (type) “@.. Flying over a city?

e. At sea’ ? f. Flying over open country?

f. Other ‘ g- Other

_ 27. What were you doing at the time you saw the object, and how did you happen to notice ‘it?

28. IF you were MOVING IN AN AUTOMOBILE or other vehicle at the time, then complete the following questions:|

28.1 What direction were you moving? (Circle One)

a. North c. East e. South .g» West
b. Northeast : d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest

28.2 How fast were you moving?____________—_—smiles per.hour. —

28.3 Did you stop at any time while you were looking ‘at the object?

(Circle One) Yes . No

' 29. What direction were you looking when you first saw the object? (Circle One)
: g: West

(Corenn c. East ‘e. South ch. Northwest
b. Northeast ; d. Southeast f. Southwest _ 4. Overheed

30. - What direction were you looking when you last saw the object? (Circle One)

(o,) North c. East e. South
b. Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwest

31. If you are familiar with bearing terms (angular direction), try to estimate the number of degrees the object.was
from true North (thru east) and also the number of degrees it was upward from the horizon (elevation).

31.1 When it first appeared:

a. -From true North_______degrees.

b. From horizon________—__s degrees.

31.2 When it disappeared:

a. From true North degrees.

b. From horizon________degrees.



32. In the following sketch, imagine that you are at the point shown. Place an “A” on the curved line to show how

high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you first saw it. Place a “B” on the same curved line to

show how high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you lost saw it.

33. In the following larger sketch place an “A” at the position the object was when you first saw it, and a “B” at its

position when you /ast saw it. Refer to smaller sketch as an example of how to complete the larger sketch.



34. What were the weather conditions at the time you saw the object?

P age 7

CLOUDS (Circle One) WEATHER (Circle One)

(Core sky (Coon
» Hazy » Fog, mist, or light rain

c. Scattered clouds ¢. Moderate or heavy rain

d, Thick or heavy clouds d. Snow

e. Don’t remember

35. When and to whom did you report that you had seen the object?

-" Monthjay Yoor

36. Was anyone else with you at the time you saw the object?

(Circle One) Yes ;

36.1 IF you answered YES, did they see the object too?

(Circle One) Yes No

36.2 Please list their names and adiresiwa:

Air Ferce ; Wasinng ten

37. Was this the first time thot you hod seen an object or objects like this?

(Circle One) Crs) No
37.1 IF you answered NO, then when, where, and under what circumstances did you see other ones?

38. In en apni a do you think the object.was and what might have

ght be sof if Radon ctn Cletae

oe d ez : lSpake ec Cli CP tauddei nnaLuctliailly Lightedmuscle
caused it?

fh .

reer. gsvWO one



Page 8

39. Do you think you can estimate the speed of the object?

(Circle One) Ye No

IF you answered YES, then what speed would you estimate? | SO.) ph ;

40. Do you think you can estimate how far away from you the object.was?

(Cirele One) Crm) Ne
IF you answered YES, then how far away would you say it wos?

41, Please give ing information.about yourself: a

NAM a Ay pt).
ast Neme rst Neme

cores: SSI Richmond a Va
TELEPHONE yucca

Age. Fo sex_ Male

Indicate any additional information about yourself, including ony edugation, which. might:be pertinent.

Weeoe bap! rhe fa
6Clad ls, ee Ra Aaa’

42. Date you completed this. questionnaire:



Page 9

U.S. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET

(SUMMARY DATA) ,

In order that your information may be filed and coded as accurately as possible, please use

the following: space to write out a short description of the event that you observed. You may re-
“peat information that you have already given in the questionnaire, and add any further comments,

statements, or sketches that you believe are important. Try to present the details of the observa-

tion in the order in which they occurred. Additional pages of the same size paper.may be attached

if they.are needed.

(Do Not Write in This Space)

CODE:

SIGNATUR

DATE September 5, 196%

’ Scmewhere betweer 8 and 9 p.m., as I was walking across my back yard fror

the house to a tool house, I looked up and saw what I took to be a very

brightly-lighted airplane, moving from east to west.

My first thought was that it was an aerial tanker of the Tactical Air

Command, which has headquarters near Richmond; but I checked with TAR

and it did not have any tankers in this area at that time.

Also, I checked with the Air Traffic Control radar people at Richmond's

Byrd Field, to see if they had picked up anything unusual on their scree

Thursday night, and they said they had not. This sighting of mine would

have been well within range of the Byrd Field radar.

After calling the Air Force in Washington, I had about decided that this

was a civilian airliner, with its bright cabin lights visible through

But, because a man had called from Ashland with the story of a bright

aha aiescalatesae n
:


