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Dvaluation of Unidentitied Flying Object (Northern +f +

Camda, 25 April 1962)

Eq usar

*30DN-1lb (Col Levering)
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1. Reference your letter, subject "Bvaluation of Unidentified Flying

Cbject”, dated 25 May 1962 and the attachment thereto requesting the
evaluation or an unidentified 2lying object which was aighted in Northern
Canada on 25 April 1962.

2. Review of the decay record cf artificial sateliites and related

objects ceveals shat the sighting vas not due to 3 re-entry.

m TS is the #TMD cvinion that the sighting was due to the observation

co? a meteor of the fireball class. Fireballsare rare, occurringin

the ratio of approximately1 so avery258 meteors in the visual range
whichare encounted by the earth. Usually an individualwill experience

+ais spectacular event only once in a litetine.

h. Ptreballs are devined as any meteor as bright or brighter than

-3 magnitude, this is bright enough to cast shadows on a dark night.

There are actually cases on record where meteors of this type have been

bright enough to activate photccells used to autommtically operate

street lights. In the usual description of these meteors one Zinds

white, blue, green, red and yellow mentioned. The color is usually a

good indication of the relative speed cf a meteor, thoseof higher

speeds tending toward the blue and those of lower speeds tending toward

the red. Meteor speeds, relative to the earth, range from approximately

7 s0 44 miles per second. The major cause for this speed range is the

earth's orbital velocity of 18.5 miles per second. Depending upon the

relationship of the earth's and meteor's vectors when they meet, the

absolute velocity of the meteor is either reduced or increased dy an

amount equal to the earth's velocity or some fraction thereof.

5. A 2ivecoallmoving tcward the west at 2300 hours wouldde generally

meeting the earth and would therefore have a relatively high velocity.

Such a meteor would display colors tending toward the blue-green, be

very right and the event would be of very short duration. These factors

are consistent with those contained in the repert of the UFO sighting

which took place in Northern Canada at 2300 hours on 13 April 1962.
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As a result of our sonrersation sarliar this jaar

Coneerning the detay of eztollites, the following account of a fire-

ball sighting in Northern Canada last womth i2 provided for your

information, :

Eskiaos Eye at Baker Lake

reported sighting a meteor-like object. at epproximately 11 putes

25th of April, The duration of the sighting was very cicrt, Tim

observers were facing south and the object was strealing esross the

sky from an east to west direction, The sky condition at the tim

of the sighting was clear. The lowinosity ofthe object resenbled

a’very bright airsraft light but it appeared slightly larger, It

“had an elongated shape and the colour ranged from bright ove

green. The trajectory appoared at epproximtely 45 degrees sleva-

tion above tho horizon, Ths co-ardinates of Beker Laks, Nw!,, ure

° _9. i

6% 18!N, 96 OLN,

3 This inforwustion may be of interest in the event

that your recorda show that any satellite ia ksoum to have ontersd

avhe atmosphere on the date muntionsds
‘
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