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Unidentified Flying Objects Sighted in the

#ntarctic
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1. Ca 7 dume 1962 at 01052 witnesses at Hallett Station, 72-20 3 and
175-CO B observed an object which they described as brighter than a

first magnitude star. This object was sighted on a true dearing
arproximating 250° from Hallett Station, The elevation was reported
to be approximately 30° and the object ws observed for more than five

es, This sighting probably resulted from the misidentification

planet Jimiter due to distortion of that bedy by inconsistencies

he atmosphere. The reported azimuth of the object and that of the

4 at the tine cf the sighting are very nearly the same. The wit-

reported the object moved slowly in a southerly direction which

12 some as the apparent motion of Jupiter when viewed from Talleté

on at this time and date. At the time of the sighting Jupiter was

iestest astronomical object, -2.0 magnitude, ich could te se

from Enllctt Staticn, Jimpiter's elevation at the t

wag less than five degrees, far from the thirity de

tra witnesses. It is the FID opinion that the witno:

the elevation ws in error for they Indicated that tho cbject passed

behind a mountain peak and as far as can be determined the nerrest

meunmtain peaks have é@lavations of less than five cegrees when measured

from Eallett Station. It is probable that a strong inversion was

present in the area at the time of the sighting and that mirage effects
associated with this condition contributed to the sighting.

me of the sig

2. On 22 Ame 1962 at 0303 Z an cbject leaving a smoke or ynpor trail
was Ovserved Prom Detachment Alpha, Antarcticia. ‘The object was reported

to be brighter then a first menitude star, white in color and to have

moved fron a bearing of 340° to 345° at an elevation of 7°. ‘The duration
o2 this sighting was approximately two seconds. This object was protably

<y bright meteor mom as a fireball. Fircballs ore a rare class

moteor, brighter than -3.0 menitudes, usually multicolored, cften

& very evident trail and are of relatively long Guration. The

left by these meteors appear aa smoke during dayli: hours and

@azimess disnlay many colors. Trails left by fireballs have

od to study winds in the upper atmos: fifty mile zone, by

cminant astronomers os Dr, Nred Whipple, Earverd ond Dr. Charles P.

tor, University of Pennsylvania. Since these trails may persist for hal?

aa hour or more, 1% 1a mot umusual for them to be distorted by these winds.
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tachwent Alpha ca 22 cuz

1062 at 12152 un int

Light was first o

secyor stated that he ti

& that the licht was as 192E

statica he noticed two ;

side cfthe rein object. toe emfastens
ty and thoy miintoined thse same relative positica t!

Ss Tus obese left a clearly visible trail.

SveLing from WS to Eo hE 10° above the eee howize
aed a brilliant flash and disappeared ove

sod by these witnesses was probably 3 bolide,
sxucterissies as Tirebelis and in ed

@ walstling, rucbling or serd

lege. There isthe very remot

tho eae of the U.S. satellite Alpha-2ot This cote.
een 1100Z exd 23008 oT auly 1962. Bacay ecurivs
cola beve resulted in a display sinilar that described by tha

ent: Station. witae:sses, I% was concluded stat this cbjest vas
3 bolide becouse: (1) Revolution number 234 wm

ollaas pes
ton 2 See %

5 tas-earlis

=508 for the decoy of the sstollite and it age Ly
to tio meon of the ee tina linits; (2)The path
soula have been more roa tho SW to the viewe

Station, If 16 did not Lose tts erbital ch saicteristics
Station,

ond (3) Though the witnesses prov.

bar: Oojocs they sishted, the characteristics :
Jace

2

holies.

S noom

Bak Beco for ee unidentified flying objects sighted inthe An

ca 7 and 22 dune 1962 ana 7 duly 1952. YFucther there is no evidence

avilsvlewie indicates that these phenomena vere dua to other thaa
abrad ChuseSs
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