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UNC.LAS
UNUSUAL PHENOMENON REPORT . | g .
1. INTENSE BRIGHT LIGHT OBSERVED AT 9711152

2. FIRST OBSERVER ON ROOF OF MET BUILDING AND STATED THAT HE .
THOUGHT A FLARE HAD BEEN FIRED IN CAMP AS LIGHT WAS SO INTENSE
THE LIGHT WAS AS LARGE AS A "BASKETBALL™ AS THE OBJECT PASSED
OVER THE STATION TwO SMALLER LIGHTS WERE NOTED WHICH APPEARED
T BE TO THE REAR AND ON EACH SIDE, THESE SMALLER LIGHTS WERE OF
LESSER INTENSITY. BEHIND WAS A WHITE VAPOR TRAIL

5. AT THIS TIME SEVERAL OTHER PERSONS OBSERVED THE OBJECTS ety
INCLUDING THE 'SCIENTIFIC .LEADER AND OQOINC :

4. TRAVELED FROM THE WEST - SOUTH - WEST TO EAST-NORTH-EAST

1 5. THE THREE LIGHTS MAINTAINEv THERE SAME RELATIVE POSITION TO  °

EACH OTHER WITH THE VAPOR TRAIL CLEARLY VISIBLE.IN THE CLEAR
NIGHT SKXY

5. AT APPROXIMATELY 7 TO 12 DEGRSES ELEVATION THERE WAS
A BRILLIANT FLASH OF LIGHT. FOLLOWING THIS THE LIGHTS WERE STILL
- VISIBLE AND DISAPPEARED AT THE HORI ZON |

7« IN H@PES THAT THE LIGHTS ARE RECORDED ON THE SKY CAHERA
sy FILH WILL BE DEVELOPED ASAP ; —
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On 7 July at 07/1115Z an intense lizht was observed at Halilett Station, Antarctic,
This light was first observed from the roof of a building and the observer

stated that he thought th.t a flare had been fired in camp, as the light was.

8o bright, He stated that the light was as large as a basketball and when it

passed over the station it was noted that there were t.wo smaller lights appearing

to the rear and the sides of the main light, These smaller lights were of lesser
intensity. A vapor trail followed the object, These lights maintained the same neississ
relative position throughtut the sighting and along with the vapor trail were
clearly \risible in the night sky, describad as clear, These lights trave]_l.ed from
WSW to oo E' L VR STECHCICR EEEHQT, D@ .. 198 L
Wmmmm@rm:mﬁm MM“"

= lOn desress ¢ -m"'; "**p “*01":1. *m mmmmm ‘ffﬂ& . **‘..I‘_I':L -

Freca Shiils Jlash o ipee 1l xmm mm S e
Hoplacohn LOCERRIE, Th¢ 117 ";: SAIVEC INT e '.c:, Sl A ::.-, T SN,
ML SZVaral GUsSY eYioiss ATl o "l B :3;- logrten &6 Shig sizht Lite L1lmns
vl be proceszed,
Apparent brilliance rules cut satal ltes, sxcent %or = pos:ible »eentrr, 42 Losh

‘ i e[yt ..;_'F"- 1_‘.‘5':, rac this dates ::.L r** ::*":3_;_*. 3 & very '“" HOS8LBLLIL e Thero

Al =% ) B 10 STEaENT NP 08 18 USinllyT assotioted it zuch oo gishonsnia, prooondering

A5 ¢ JO0L TRAE I Tof8 colol peale as usually tobeds This= obyJaet "ms laundied in wlar

s o3 oo xA VB eI 00 Theede = 48 INeliintion wouls c=dry the oblsct orae

23)¢ 3 neny ncllett Statisn on eartain revoluticns -~nad it 1s ,‘_fr”‘*l""f 3 that the decay
could have occured in thas arez, As stated the usual characteristics of z reentry
sighting were not reported in the message, |
Color, and explosion rules out aircraft, Travel from 5= to an undetermined
point over thes horizon rules out flares, Locale and general description of the
ooject rules out miszile observations., ~oparent speed and description rules out /X ;}-111
Cther than the remote possiblity of 6241 Beta 2 reentry there is only one logical |
explanation for this sighting on the limited data presented, Lhe rather obvious |

bolide sighting of a fireball class of meteor, ‘he brilliance of the ou,ject the straight |

flat trsjectory, disaprearance over tie horizon, trail etc cin all be accounted for
by tiois explanation, Before positive identification could be made several additional |
facts would have L0 e ascertained, lost important would be the duration of the |
sighting, ~ sigating of a meteor of this type should last at most 30 seconds

with the most provable duration close to 7-10 seconds, amd an exceptionally fast
mateor travel_ing tihils distzance zna mxex enbering the atmosochere against the earths
rotation shoulc still last 4=-72 seconds, [he

The object of this sighting is tenatively explained as a meteor, For a more
positive identificztionof the object the following would have to be known. turation
of sighting., Was flight smooth and constant, speeding up or slowing down other than
the noted exp10510ﬂ, Color? Lstimatecd speed or distance travelled, estimated
altitude, possible sound associated with object? Have observers ever witnessed a
fireball? How was 7-10 degree elevation determined? vid object cross tie zenith

or go to B or W of station on passage from WSW to EWE? How was duration of
sighting determined, “hat were the estimates of the other witnesses on duration,
How much of the flight did each witness observe, Also wnat happened to the film

that. w2s to be processed? /ere other antarctic locations checked for meteor

ooserv-tion this time and date?(Weather was reported as clear).
o




It i3 ecncluded thot a fireball and the trail it generated wus recpote
cidle for tha UI'O sighted from Detaclneat Alphs oa 22 June 1922,

3. /0n 7 My 1902 at 11152 an intense light was observed {rox Inllett
ation. Tais lisht wvas firct obscerved from the roof of a bulldiaz,
a=l the observor stated that he tihocusht at firet 1% woo a floxre., Do
repariad that the 1icht was an larss an a basketllall and vhen 1% paneced !
cvor the gtatica he neticed two smaller lights arpzaring to tho roar ;
| 2l tiia side of the rain object, Tue emaller ligats were ol lecse? | |
’ intonzity and they maintained the come relative positioa throuzhiout the |
giskitiny, Tue object left a cleorly visibvle trall. The lighta were |
1 traveling from WOW to mE, At 10° abova the eastern horizon the objects
; ove cf? a btrillient flash and disarpeared over the horizon. The object
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cisht2d bty these wvitnesses wvas probably o bolide. Eolldes possess the
san» charoeteriotics as fireballs and in eddition are heaxd to rake
- noise, usually a whistling, rumbling or series of explosions or is heoard
| o= sccn 10 explede. There is the very remote possibility that this wvas
the re-cziry of the U.S., satellite Alpha-Beta I. This catellite decayed
tatveoa 11002 2xd 23002 on 7 July 1662, Decay duwring revolution nu=dbeor |
23% cculd kave resulted in a display similar to thot desceribad by tha |
Eallost Staticn witnesses. It was zoacluded that this onJoct was |
nactobly & bolide tecause: (1) Dzovolution mmler 235 woo the eurliest |
¢crmuted for the decay of ths sctellite ard it protably dacayed noarer
0 tho rean of the computed 4i-o linits; (2) Tko poth of tho satellite
would have bteen more from the S04 to ¢he NE as viz-:d {ren Zallett
ctabicn, 42 it did not lose its orbltal characteristics cus €O re- |
ntorinzg and (3) Though the witnesces provided only a linitzd des- {
crinticn of the ohlect they sishied, the characteristics aire muach eloser
to tazce of a bollda,

L., ITD is pos ouure of any Uhited States or foreirn activities which '_
1 account for the unicdentifiecd flyinz oblacts sizhted in the Antaretic |

1 22 June 1032 and 7 July 1682, Turther thers is no avidozce
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| Unidentified Flying Objects Sighted in the 3 August 1962
| Antarctie

Eq USAF
AFOI-3b (Major Eart)
wash 25 IC

1. Cn 7 June 1962 at 01052 witnesses at Hallett Station, 72-20 S and
170-00 E observed an obJect which they described as brighter thon a
first magnitude star. This object was sighted on a true btearing
arproximating 250° from Hallett Station. The elevatlion was reported
to be approximately 30° and thes object was observed for more than five
At ninutes, This sighting probably reoulted from the misidentiflication
| o' the planct Jupiter due to distortion of that bedy by inconsistencles
in the atmosphere., The reported azimuth of the object and that of the
planst at the time of the sighting are very ncerly the same. The wit-
nesses roported the object moved slowly in a southerly direction wialch
is the s2=2 as the apyparcnt motion of Jupiter whean vicwed from fallett
- Station at this time and cate. At the time of the siznting Jupliexr wvas
E\* the brishtest acstronomical cbject, -2.0 magsnitude, which could be scen
Cud £rcoa I2llett Station, Jupiter's elevation at the tis2 of the sighiing
Gl VoS less thana five degrees, far frea the thirity dere2s reported by
| _ te witnzszes., It 18 the FID opindon that the witnzscoes estimate of
t‘..':*:: elevation vas in error for they indicated that the abject pasced
T tzhiad a mountain peak and as foxr as can be detezmined the neares
ncuntain penls have élevaticns of less than five degrecs wien nzasured
= £ro Eallett Station. It 1s prcbodble that a strong lirversicn was
.= proccat in the arca at the tire of the sighting and that nirage eflects
associated with this condition centributed to the sightinz.

2. On 22 June 1962 at 0303 2 an cbject leaving a smole or vapor trail

vo3 otoozved from Detachrent Alpha, Antarcticia. The object was reported
e brigiater than a first m@i tude star, whiite in color and to have

ved frca a bearing of 340° to 345° a8t an elevation of 7°. The c¢uraticn
this sichting was approximately two seccnds. This cbject was probably
vary bricat meteor knocwn as a fireball. Fireballs are & rare class
rmat20r, brighter than -3.0 megnitude, usually fmlticolored, cften

aving a very evident trail and are of relotively long duration. The
t:::.i.l... left by these meteors appear as smole dwring daylight hours and
c¢uring carimess display mony c¢olors., Trails left by fircballs have

t2oon used to study winds in the upper atmocphere, fifty mile zo22, by

| such eninont astroncmers as Iy, Ired wWaipple, Iarvord and o, WLharles 2.

| Qliver, University of Pennsylvania. ©8&ince these tralls may persist for half
| an hour or more, it 1s not umusual for them to be distorted by these winds,
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