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UNUSUAL PHENOMENON REPORT . : Se “

1. INTENSE BRIGHT LIGHT OBSERVED AT 0711152

2. FIRST OBSERVER ON ROOF OF MET BUILDING AND STATED THAT HE.
THOUGHTA FLARE HAD BEEN FIRED IN CaMP AS LIGHT WAS SO INTENSE
THE LIGHT WAS AS LARGE AS A “BASKETBALL” aS THE OBJECT PASSED
QVER THE STATION TWO SMALLER LIGHTS WERE NOTED WHICH APPEARED
TO. BE TO THE REAR AND ON EACH SIDE. THESE SMALLER, LIGHTS WERE OF
LESSER INTENSITY. BEHIND WAS A WHITE VAPOR TRAIL

So AT THIS TIME SEVERAL OTHER PERSONS OBSERVED THE OBJECTS may
INCLUDING THE ‘SCIENTIFIC LEADER AND OINC | :

4. TRAVELED FROM THE WEST - SOUTH ; WEST TO EAST-NORTH-EAST

30 THE THREE LIGHTS MAINTAINED THERE SAME RELATIVE POSITION TO .

EACH OTHER WITH THE VAPOR TRAIL CLEARLY VISIBLE.IN THE CLEAR

NIGHT SKY

6. AT APPROXIMATELY 7 TO 12 DEGREES ELEVATION - THERE WAS
‘A BRILLIANT FLASH OF LIGHT. FOLLOWING THIS THE LIGHTS WERE STILL

~ VISIBLE AND DISAPPEARED AT THE HORIZON .

Te IN H@PES THAT THE LIGHTS ARE RECORDED ON THE SKY CAMERA
Ks FILA WILL BE DEVELOPED ASAP ‘ - e
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On 7 duly at 07/1115zZ an intense light was observed at Hallett Station, Antarctic,
This light was first observed from the roof of a building and the observer

stated that he thought th.t a flare had been fired in camp, as the light was.

so bright. He stated that the light was as large as a basketball and when it

passed over the station it was noted that there were two smaller lights appearing

to the rear and the sides of the main light. These smaller lizhts were of lesser

intensity. A vapor trail followed the object. These lights maintained the same peisme

relative position throughtut the sighting and along with the vapor trail were

clearly visible in the night meh) bode esd = Posi These lights travelled from

WSW to aNEy eG OAT rR Z oA. ayaa annie ae

7= LOmge degrees 2 boy re the hord: on [ORC SCNT Was % nt. flash

occured in ti as area, As staated the usual cha
sighting were not reported in the MESSAZge»
Color, and explosion rules out aircraft, Travel from “52 to an undetermined

point over the horizon rules out flares, Locale and general description of the

odject rules out missile observations. Anparent speed and description rules out WX Baal
Other than the remote possiblity of 624 Beta 2 reentry there is only one logical

explanation for this sighting on the limited data presented. ihe rather obvious

polide sighting of a fireball class of meteor, the brilliance of the object,the straight

flat trajectory, disappearance over tne horizon, trail etc csn all be accounted for

by this explanation, Before positive identification could be made several additional |

facts would have to be ascertained. Most important would be the duration of the

sighting. « sighting of a meteor of this type should last at most 30 seconds

with the most probable duration close to 7-10 seconds, am an exceptionally fast

meteor travelling tnis distance sna meme enbering the atmosohere against the earths

rotation should still last 4-72 seconds, The

The object of this sighting is tenatively explained as a meteor, For a more

positive identificetionof the object the following would have to be know. buration

of sighting. Was flight smooth and constant, speeding up or slowing down other than

the noted explosion. Color? Ustimated speed or distance travelled, estimated

altitude, possible sound associated with object? Have observers ever witnessed a

fireball? How was 7-10 degree elevation determined? Vid object cross tle zenith

or go to B or @ of station on passage from WS to HVE? How was duration of

sighting determined, ‘ihat were the estimates of the other witnesses on duration,

How mich of the flight did each witness observe, Also wnat happened to the film

that. w2s to be processed? ‘Jere other antarctic locations checked for meteor

ocserv-tion this time and date?(ieather was reported as clear).
Cd



it is ecncluded that a fireball and the trail it apogee Was Yecpone

cidle for the UFO sighted from Detachment Alpho on22 dime 1922.

Cn 7 duly 1962 at 12152 an intense light was observed from Inlictt
ation. This licht was first observed from the roof of a bulldias,

ani the observer stated that he thoucitt at first 16 wes a flare. Lo
reposted thats the ligixtt was ag larco as a baskethall and when it punesd

cvor the statioa he noticed two smaller lights arpcaring to whe rear

ond the side of the min object. Tre smaller lignts were of lesser

intensity and they mintained the some relative position throuchout the
sigktins. The object left a clearly visible trail. The lichts were
traveling from WGW to ENS, At 10° abova the eastern horizon the objects
eave cf? a brillient flash ond disappeared over the horizon. The object

cighted by these witnesses was probably a bolide. Polides possess the

sane characteristics as fireballs and in addition are heard to rake

noise, usunlly a whistling, rumbling or series of explosions or is heard

= sccn to explede. There is the very remote possibility that this was

the roeontry of the U.S. satellite Alpha-Eeta I. This satollite decayed
between 11002 and 2300Z on 7 July 1962. Decay during revolution nuxber

ash could have resulted in a display sinilar to that ceseribed by tha
Eallott Station witnesses. It was concluded that this oaject was
— & dolide because: (1) Revolution auciber 234 wos the earliest
emuted for the decay of the satellite and it probably cacayed nearer
te “the mean of the computed timo linite; (2) che p-th of tho satellite
woulda have beenmore from the £7 to the NE as view:d from Mallett

Statica, 42 it did not lose tts orbital characteristics duc to ree

emberins; and (3) Though the witnesses provided only a Lint ted dese
erintion ef the object they sighted, the characteristics are mich closer

to tncse of a bolide.

. PED is nctaware of any United States or foreim activities whic
eculd account for the unidentified flying objects sightedin the Antaretic

ca 7 oni 22 dime 1952 and 7 uly 1962. Further there is no ovidesce
cvil-ble which indicates that these phenomena ware due to other than
matural causes.
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Unidentified Flying Objects Sighted in the 3 August 1962
Antarctic

Bq USAT

SAFOI-3b (Major Hart)
Wash 25 DC

1. (a 7 June 1962 at 01052 witnesses at Hallett Station, 72-20 5 and
170-00 B observed an object which they described as brighter than a
first magnitude star. This object was sighted on a true bearing

approximating 250° from Hallett Station. ‘The elevation was reported
to be approximately 30° and the object was observed for more than five
minutes, This sighting probably resulted from the misidentification

ol’ the planct Jupiter due to distortion of that body by inconsistencies
in the atmosphere. The reported azimuth of the object and that of the

planct at the time of the sighting are very nearly the same. The wit-
pag reported the object moved slowly in a southerly direction which

the some as the apparent motion of Jupiter when viewed from Mallett
ihesise at this time and este. At the time of the sighting Jupiter was
the brichtest astronomical cbject, -2.0 monitude, which could be scen

from Fallett Station. Jupiter's elevation at the tins of the sight

wes less than five degrees, far from the thirity degrees reported by
xe witnesses. It is the FID opinion that the witnesses a e of

he elevation was in error for they indicated that the coject passed

behind a mountain peak and as far as can be determined the noarest

mountain perks have @levations of less than five degrees when moasured

from Eallett Station. It is probable that a strong inversicn was

present in the area at the time of the sighting and thot nirage effects

associated with this condition contributed to the sighting.

2. Cn 22 Ame 1962 at 0303 Z an cbject leaving a smoke or vapor trail
wos obsezved Prom Detachment Alpha, Anmtarcticia. The object was reported

to be brighter than a first memitude star, white in color and to have

moved fron a bearing of 340° to 345° at an elevation of 7°. ‘The duration
of this sichting was approximately two seconds. This object was probably
a vory bright meteor Imom as a fireball. Fireballs ore @ rare class

of meteor, brighter than -3.0 mgnitude, usually imlticolored, often

leaving a very evident trail and are of relatively long duration. The

trails left by these meteors appear as smoke duving daylight hours and

curing Carimess display mny colors. Trails left by fireballs have

teon used to study winds in the upper atmosphere, fifty mile zonc, by

such eminent astronomers as Dr, Fred Whipple, Dorvord ond it. €harles P.

Oliver, University of Pennsylvenin. Since these tralis my persist for half

an hour or more, it is not umisual for them to be distortedby these winds.
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