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10. BRIEF SUMMARYOF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

Luminous obj traveling SE to North.

Observed fm Port Said trailing white

smoke at approximately 81,000ft. Obj

fell into Mediterranean Sea. Smoke

visible for 5 minutes after descent,

Same object observed fm Israel in seve
al locations. Photographs of smoke

taken, Trail persisted fm 1544Z until

1617Z. Photos taken at 16157

Meteor.
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and NS ( Cnanves A. Feverer, Jr. Editor Fireball Train Observed
+

@ ostrit Asinrook, Technical Editor Over IsraelTELESCOPE:y =!
Copyright, 1963, by Sky Pustiseine Corvoration, all rights reserved. | hfeosis meteor observer's dream is

ieee societies i Hacnnceenneass te sometime to witness a really great

Vol. XXVi, No, 1 JULY, 1963 fireball. My dream became true on the

co NTENTS , evening of September 26, 1962, at the vil-
lage where Tam a science teacher, about

COVER: On September 26, 1952, shortly after sunset, a brilliant fireball was seen through: 20 kilometers south of Haifa and three
Out Israel from places as widely separated as 400 kilometers. Nathan Sadan, at Beersheeba kilometers from the coast. It was about
in southern Isr, took the front-cover photograph of the meteor's long-enduring train.
He used a Ro! lex camera at f/4, exposure 1/125 second on Ilford FP3 film. At his 15 minutes after sunset, and Thad gone *
location the train was 30-40 degrees above the horizon. (See adjoining column.) on a short walk to enjoy a fine, perfectly

cloudless evening.
FIREBALL TRAIN OBSERVED OVER ISRAEL ..............ccceee 3 At 15:46 Universal time, I was looking
AN INTERNATIONAL DISCUSSION OF MILKY WAY RESEARCH toward the point where the sun had set,

MES ei BOK CES VC CNA Se CG TAN GICT Ss Heme Dew st CoS ee eT 4 when suddenly my attention was caught
by a burst of light to. my left. Turning, I

BARNARDO'S STAR AS AN ASTROMETRIC BINARY saw a great drop of brilliant white light
me FGIOr Van CO RSMD 3 vvss Wes Nace hetsdociser ese visedus OC descend slowly down the sky, leaving an

THE LARGE RADIO TELESCOPE OF OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY eee a
= John D, Kraus . dg aie Ca” hy brightness swiftly spread backward along

its length.
RECENT VISUAL OBSERVATIONS OF MARS I estimated the duration of fall as three
— Ernst E. Both ... eee VT seconds, but perhaps it was much less.

AMERICAN ASTRONOMERS REPORT ........c0eeceeeseeeeeees 20 The fireball first appeared 12 or 18 de-
a grees above the horizon ([ could not be

SPACE AND SAtEMATE NEWS Fue trughsdysgeaeeb eros sve veal 2S sure as I was facing in another direction),

——e and disappeared at four to five degrees.
AMATEUR ASTRONOMERS ...... im cae 25 The path was inclineel 70 degrees west-

The H. P. Wilkins Observatory in Texas — Thomas Jones ward to the horizon, and the azimuth of
Camet Hunting During the Eclipse— Francois V. Dossin and Bertram Donn ~ the point of disappearance was 15 degrees

BOOKS AND THE SKY = ees pede A west of south, as estimated afterward

Astronomy from Polaris.
William Herschel : : This fireball was intermediate in bright-
Tables of the Moon and Sun ness between Venus and the full moon,
Films and the Sey—The Story of the Universe, Unit IV: The Universe probably nearer the latter, and its hue

CELESTIAL CALENDAR ..... 54 resembled the white of burning magnesi-
T Coronae Borealis—A Recurring Nova um ribbon.

GLEANINGS FOR ATM'S ssesssssscscsssssnneee cites . 48 The train was at first intensely white,
A Polar Adjustment Device for Portable Mountings— Hans Pfhleume:

Fabricating a Grinding Tool— Ronald A. Zussman and Richard Monnier

A Cream-Separator Mounting with Manual Drive— Richard O, Thomas

but within seconds it changed into a col-

umn of very strongly red and orange

clouds, these tints undoubtedly influen:ed
IN FOCUS 

19 by the sunset. The train thickened znd

LETTERS ae slowly became distorted into zigzags. As a

NEWS NOTES 10 whole, the train did not drift, but re-

mained suspended without movement‘in
OBSERVER’S PAGE .... pressrearereve OS

News of Comet Alcock (19636) 5 ato 6 a red ate ee.
NGC Numbers for Nerton’s “Star Atlas’— William H. Meyer, Jr. jowly fading and becoming white once
Deep-Sky. Wonders— Walter Scott Houston more, the last scattered clouds of the
Observing the Moon—jansen— Alika K. Herring train could be seen until 16:22 — that is,

Photographing the ‘Acon on High-Contrast Film— John T. Hopf 36 minutes after the fall. Undoubtedly I
: ; Spa » Could haye traced’iQUESTIONS longer.if Thad bad a

RAMBLING THROUGH JULY SKIES % “field -giass. ;
pire gale ft informed the press and radio, and my

FEATURE PICTURE: A close-up of the Altai Scarp region of the moon, photographed report was broadcast with the 9 p.m.
March 25, 1962, with the 120-inch reflector of Lick Observatory. (See page 19.).... Center

news. From the extensive accounts in the

SKY AND TELESCOPE js published monthly by Sky Publishing Corporation, Harvard College Observa. NE! Morning's newspapers, I learned that
‘ ve 38, Mass. Second-class postage paid at Boston, Mass. this phenamenon had been witnessed by

) per year in the United States and possessions; $9.00 for tw many people throughout Israel,

Mexico, and all countries of the Pan American Postal Union dl

0 for three years. To all other foreign countries, $7.90 for one } Vortunarely, one of these observers was

ce years, Canadian and other foreign remittances should be made y No A 91 bts
+t Back issues: November, 1959), to preseaty 60 geints pet copy. Vols. I through XVI Nathan Sadan, in Beersheeba, about 250November, 1941, to October, 1959), order from Walter J. Johnson, Inc., rift lew York 3, N vilobne! ; aif aa WiAil eectlcee et AMARES Ol addceserme Le cane CoCo ie cltotes and Lye gld cand plone ‘south of Haifa. 1 first saw his

bie 

picture of the train (see Front cover) in

sea, When sending your renewal order, or writing in regard to your subscription, your current

»anust_be given, Return our bill form with renewal payment, Circulation manager, N. 4 ‘ucwspaper, and he kindly supplied s

print for Sky AnD TeLescopr.

years; $13.00 for three

) for

copy G) cents

: Sarah E, Bulger, J. Caroline Nason, Mary Silva, John Simmons, St: Strong, Catherine We:

ocal aud advertising offices; 49-50-51 Bay State Rd., Cambridge 38, Mass. Vhone 617 UN +
liam E. Shaweross, production and advertising; Raymond N. Watts, Jr., features. Edite

Cox, Leif J. Robinson. Advertising rates are listed in Stanpaan Raty, ann Data Seay: | ELI METZGER
t upon request; closing date is 20th of second month preceding date of issue, Unsolicited articles and | mma PAR eam Senet:

are welcome, but prompt attention or return is not guaranteed. : N-4 ‘ 2} Rosen St.

al articles are indexed in Ty ravers’ Gui Prrronicat Lreesaturn.
contents of this magazine, text, pictures, diagrams, and charts. ure copyrighted with all Ramat-Chen (Tel-Aviv)

vieased to give permission, upon request, for the use of Kv Ano Tetescorn materia! : Israel!

i literary purposes. Permission to use matter fcom signed articles, anel ithur-
wen, must also be obtained from the pemon or institution concerned.
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Detachment 3 (European Office) 5 One
Poreign Technology Division WURT, 1962
UNITED STATES AIR FORG

APO 633, New York, N.Y.

REPLY TO

ATTN OF: ITIMS

SUBJECT: a | - Entry of Unknown Space Object as
Reported by USAIRA,.Tel Aviv

TO: FTD (TD-~B1L)

Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio

1. GWM Reference ITIME message (C) 41903K dated 27 Sep 1962.
Thermofax copy ot Operational Immediate message, C-059, received from the
Air Attache, Tel Aviv, is attached.

2. A preliminary analysis indicates that a meteor or
decaying artificial space object was apparently consumed prior to ground
impact. This Detachment has no information or rumor of actual impact of
an object at that time. Reports from the Air Attache, Cairo, which could
help locate the nadir point, are presently being requested. Any further
collection will be forwarded.

3. (UNCLASSIFIED) This correspondence is classified Tee aT since
it reflects intelligence information, the unauthorized disclosure of
which could adversely affect the national defense.

FOR THE COMMANDER

Weete

net 3 5

AWALTEAY oy 1 Atch
heel LO (CONF) Fax cy CCT~364672 fisSona, USAF

Chiet, Missiles a
Electronics Division

Copy to TD-A2da
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) Ly eenfe AT
acoe. POSITION:Tetbzs VAPOR TRAIL: WAS. VISIBLE UNTILepprat 46172

DESCENT. "APPEARED as.wie FALLING. STAR. TO cd Nag35°

$3.DRiVIne TO 2ND- POSITION. 3 “OTHER PERSONNEL tN: CAR- OBSERVED

<WO'RPTNO SOUNDS WERE HEARD, TRAIL: THAT FOLLONED EVENT LEFT THik

e PERCIL~L INE VAPOR FORUPPER HALF. OF PSE TRAJECTORY. BROADENING.

acebie serchBigs garHe.7 mA
e© EAPOSURES. OF TRATCATIA-TS-30 TERS FRO WTS te cra I err TS

"WOMEAT 32° DEGREES 10°MI1 ONDS NORTH, 34 DEGREES AS.
so. g, MUMBVES. 55 SECONDS EAST. De HAT SKY WAS BECOMING QUITE Bags,

> PHOTOGRAPHS TURNED OUT wELL AND CLEARLY SHOW ANGLE OF DESCENT TO BE
OMLY 18 DEGREES OFF VERTICAL. PHOTOS TO BE FORWARDED BY IR FROM |

"418 POINT OF OBSERVATION DIRECTION AGAIN WAS APPROX 190 DEGREES Aue

EVENT iN SANEMANNER, WEATHERWAS CLEAR, * VISIBILITYtie LTED ARB |
{



AXIMUTH OF THE TOP OF THE TRAIL APPROX AS REPORTED ABOVE. /RICTURES :

CONF IRM AIRA’S OBSERVATION THAT UPPER HALF. OF TRAIL. DISPERSED.

FAIRLY RAPIDLY BECAUSE OF WIND VELOCITY AND WIND SHEAR BUT. LOWER

OF SRAJECTORY REMAINED FAIRLY CONSTANT THROUGHOUT TIME TRAIL WAS

VISIBLE. PRESS REPORTS AN ISRAEL REVEAL THAT THIS PEHNOMENON “OBSERI

“BY THOUSANDS oF PEOPLE ALL THE WAY FROM METULLA. To Se A sc
TEACHER, MASUD is wenger of som oe

eeon ASTRONOMERS SOC ETY INJERUSALEM AND AMERICAN METEOR SOCIETY.
(\ o OF PENNSYLVANIA REPORTED HE “SAW FROM A/PCINT NEAR HAIFA & LUMING

BODY AT 5:45 PM FALL SLOWLY AN SOUTH SOUTHUES
ANISH 4 SECONDS LATERAT.ABOUT. ‘5DEGREESAB

‘Light HE SAID was)ALMOSTAS.BRIGHT AS THAT. OF /

feta A DISTANCE OF "30RILOMETERSTM, AT BURNED acat SH:
LEFT_A TRAIL OF SMOKEVISIBLE FOR 50 MINUTES. rt

DESCRIBED AS A FIREBALL BY PRO YA ACOV BENTOR, 'D
DEVELOPMENT MINISTRY GEOLOGICAL pedal es KE EXPLAINED,19.

iene ATMAS Aa ie.)
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State

Action ‘ _ Control: 21659 :
AS IN : / 22611 (28 Sep 62) L/dsk - Rec'd; September:27, 1962

iSA : 2:28 p.m.
FROM: Port Said

info

¢ TO: Secretary of State

NEA

P NO: 7, September 27, 3 p.m.
USIA -
“NSC es

INR FOR SSA
CIA

NSA Re cw 99856, luminous object sighted by Consulate member
osD near Port Said September 26 1600 hours GMT. Flaming
ARMY object travelling southeast to north trailing white smoke

pee at approximate 81,000 feet. Object fell into Mediterranean
/ “juga Seat north Port Fuad. Object not recovered but smoke visible

RMR for schol lca Banas ‘descent, Airgram report Sokhawe

ay seats mute on WALTERS

bag -_ i

BER PSY FO 7 ar

: AF ,/DIST: CIN-9, SAFS-3, XPD-3, OOP-CP-1, OOP-2 (18)

MIMCL Aoorriey

MIVELNA CUI IL

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS

PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED”
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