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Was Baolloon

Probably Balloon
Possibly Bolloon

Was Aircroft

Probably Aircraoft
Possibly Aircrofr

Was Astronemical
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Possibly Astronomical
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, Dxanch at twilight created predictab
meteorological phenomena. Cave

Aopresaion of 2xplosion and forms

varled colored patterns in the sky.
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UNCLAS DXIP-1 15228. FOR 0ASD(PA). INFO:
SAF-0LPC, BSE, SCE AND DXI. A MINUTEMAN LAUNCH FROWM
VANDENBERG AFB ON 24 JAN 1964 WAS SEEN FROM IDAHO TC MEXICO

AND RESULTZD IN OVER 122 TELEPHONE QUERIES FROM NEWS MEDIA

AND CIVIL AUTHORITIES. THE LAUNCH

OCCURED AT TWILIGHT AND CREATED AND PRED ICTABLE METEOROLOGICAL
PHENOMENA. THE SAME PHONOMENA OCCURS DURING A PRE-DAYN

LAUNCH, TO PRECLUDE UNDUE PUBLIC SPECULATION AND CONCERN,
RECOMMEND THAT RELEASE 6 T~ ANNEXTI OF DOD PUBLIC AFFAIRS PLAN

29-A~22 BE ADDED AS FOLLOWS: QUOTE. & (TYPE MISSILE) WAS
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LAUNCHED TODAY BY THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE RO
AlR FORCE SASE, CALIF

VANDENBERG
THE MISSILE, THE (NUMBER) OF ITS
KIND LAUNCHED FROM THIS AEROSPACE CENTER, WAS A ROUT INE
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aLAUNCH BY A STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND IMISSILE COMBAT CREW

Ue AN OFIRAT IONAL MISSILE. PARA. THE WISSILE LIFTED OFF

i IS (8IL0, LAUNCH FACILITY) DURING THE (DAWN, DUSK) HOURS.

ROSE FROM THE EARTHS'S SHADOW INTO THE SUNLIGHT, IT GAVE

W Byl P

IS ON COURSECCIT IMPACTED IN THE PACIFIC MISSILE RANGE) . Pa

RA .

CREV MEMBERS ASSIGNED TO THE (BLNK) MISSILE EQUADRON, (BLANX)

A3, (BLANK), WERE: UNQUOTE. FILLER MATERIAL IN RESPONSE TO

QUERY ONLY: QUOTE. VIEWERS OF MISSILE LAUNCHES, IN CERTAIN

AREAS MILES DISTANT FROM LAUNCH SITE, SEE WHAT IS

APPARENTLY A VIOLENT EXPLOSION. PARA. THIS APPARENT

EXPLOSION IS VISIBLE DUE TO THE NATURAL PHENOMENA CAUSED BY

THE GRADUAL LEZSSENING OF DENSITY FROM THE FARTH T0 THE OUTER
FRINGES OF THE ATMOSPHERE ,AND THE PERIOD OF THE DAY WHEN IT
OCCURS. PARA. THE DENSITY AFFECTS THE EXHAUST GASES IN THAT

THE TRAIL IS HELD IN NARROY CONFINES MEAR THE EARTH, BROADEN ING
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AS THE MISSILE LIFTS HIGHER INTO SPACE. PARA. THE PERIOD OF
THE DAY IN WHICH THE LAUNCH MAY APPEAR AS AN EXPLOSION IS

o e - -

USUALLY THE TWILIGHT HOURS BEFORE DAWN OR AFTER SUNSET. AT

THOSE TINES, THE EARTH' S SHADOW COWBINED WITH THE DENSITY
/ARIAT IO} CAUSES REFLECTZD RAYS OF SUNLIGHT TO BE VISIBLE IN }

DIFFERENT COLORS. THEN THE EARTH'S SHaDQY EXTENDS TO THE EDGE
OF SPACZ AND THE EXPANSION OF EXHAUST GASES IS MOST EFFECT IVE.
PARA, THZ EXHAUST TRAIL IS VISIBLE IN EVERY SPACE VEHICLE
WHERE CC'."EBUSTION 15 INCOMPLETE. THE STRATEGIC AIR CONMANDS.
TITAN II ICBIM IS THE ONLY EXCEPT ION, SINCE IT HAS ALMOST -
COMPLETE CONBUST ION. UNQUOTE. THE ADDITICN OF THIS RELFASE
OPTION AND THE BACKGROUND INFORMAT ION FOR USE 1IN ANSWEZR TO
QUERY SHOULD GREATLY LESSEN FUT URE PROBLEMS DURING EVENING

AND PRE-DAWN LAUNCHES.
BT




