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DEARBORN OBSERVATORY

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201

16 November 1954

Ma jor Hector Quintanills
Foreign Technology Division

Box 949k
Wright Patterson Air Force Base

Dayton, Ohio

Deaxr Major:

As you see from the enclosed copy of the letter to Mr? case of 9 May
1964), I think it is quite likely that he saw after-imageds. I had quite a
long talk with him on the phone, and he was most cooperative., He seemed to
be quite impressed by the fact that we were interested in his case and said
that he was honored that we were spending any time on it at all.

His story was still very much the same as he gave in the original report.
Here are some of the highlights of our conversation:

He was most impressed by the oscillating motion of the crescents;

he sald it was "most fearsome," and he was both trembling and
perspiring when it was over., I asked him to re-enact the time
sequence and check it with his watch, and when he did so, he indi-
cated the whole duration was three to five seconds. His original
report, I believe (although I don't have it at hand at the moment),
said something like twenty seconds, didn't it? He said the experience
was very vivid," like a photograph planted in his mind." He said that
ever since he has been pondering, trying to hand it on to something,
but still finds no explanation. When I asked him what he wculd put
up in the sky to simulate the situation, he said he'd put three moons
as seen through a fog as he was particularly impressed by the motion
the object had both across his line of sight and yet seeming to
vanish in the distance, This seemns to me very characteristic of an
after-image: the more you try to see it, the faster it dashes away.

He said he was on the phone within five minutes to the Tribune and
the Planetarium and sent a telegram to Sky and Telescope and, T
believe, he also said to Wright-Patterson. He said the night was
exceptionally clear, 'one of those once or twice a year nights.”

So any question of searchlizhts against a high cirrus 1is out. He

is convinced they were objects, and fearsome ones, The edges were
fuzzy, and the whole objects were apparently of third magnituvde. His
eyes were dark-adapted.

He said they have mercury light in the neighborhood, and another possible

explanation is that he saw light reflected from the bottoms of some
birds, but I don't particularly like that explanation, He said that
as soon as it happened, he "immediately knew he had seen something

extraordinary."




When he told me, however, that just before that he had been looking
at the setting dials of his telescope, illuminating them with a red
light, it seemed that we might have the explanation there, as you see
I have indicated in nmy letter to him,

So, all in all, the fuzzy edges, the greenish tinge, the faintness
of the object, the peculiar motion, and the fact that even looking at
a red light just before adds up, it seems to me, to the likelihood
that this was a subjective experience. Perhaps, he had been bending
over and suddenly straightened up. Anyway, I don't think we should
chalk this up to anything really out of the ordinary, and unless he
comes back with a very sharp and cogent denial, I think we might well
evaluate this as a subjective experience, possibly after-~images
caused by watching a red light.

I'm working on the Altas, Mt. Vernon, and the HllgW®cases. 1 haven't
been able to locate the Northwestern student as yet, One final thing in the
ﬁase, it was he himself who brought up the suggestion that it might

e been caused by the red light. Usually when the witness brings up a
suggestion like that, it oftten means the he's pretty convinced himself
that that is what it was.

-

Sincerely,

Al i,

J. Allen Hyrek

JAH: krf
enclosures

- o Tl e [ O T 1= T -
J--“"-:'SI-MIH'*MMH“IL-II"-. -“I'H L N T il W



o - T B | .
T N ARSI ety

i et

i -"'-:-ﬁl -ﬂ:-...

R i s B Ao

P e

Eaty T

_

e ——

B, Sl

- -

L
I.’l ‘-I L

10 Decexber 1964

m 3 -

Bﬂr !'D.'- ‘ - ‘ *-" 1 RS %
mu.uﬂmmmummwarnmmm 'mt‘hht’s
thlw 1t- Em L T N s T oo TRaaT -, S et Ay T

'-'-.lfﬂr;l"l' L'I.: -.‘ 4 :‘f" e '1 J vl "‘ - . .

Itmlhmnﬁthmu tnth u-m oi' 't.ho_ nftmimg- m-rprct-aﬁm.

ﬂ""-'r lFl k4 r‘l -
rar "l‘ 1{&

~ L] .
y -. 5 % l - i - I .".-.'-.
f;" : ..s*..,.v St T Y - e

l"L «

+
a

&
b":-'g'-'.

‘1'*1-' i A r ‘:i":"ﬂ" 'J.""" o g

outhingmte"ulsl'.um mdlmm;ltmla‘mmtcmt

mmuucmmm-mmum evor. though remate, cmldyosn:lhly
mmmmmmwumummmmm.__ 3
ﬂmwwwmw ‘Bay mercury lights? - I'I::'im
Mupmrmwwﬁtmﬁwmwummm
-the famous’ Inbbock lights which caused such g silr & muder of years 830
Imhummmmmanmqmmxm

m T AR i AR
m, 1: qu.lt.c ttu'hli.ng.:# T mq,;._.‘_ ,,;:T | 7. |
1":" i '."' 3 'n l* i h..‘ .'|Ir S| - "'l'.h "‘-‘ i ] |
Ty ¥ Tl 5 L. - . |
I
I

m-mmmmmmmmmm X do not
aﬂuitumuplmtimhbmhinth&marmmmmmnhh

w mmmuumm 'hn mhin mtishtins. '-'-r ks R Tty

=

i—ﬁ" -, - il £ . . ] - f" AW iy ] (o -
,r-l-r,,-‘.‘ o #*?ﬂ "f‘l <. h, : L "'fr" l ﬁ‘- r-‘i}
-

J..-j- E ,‘r. 'r J'“"a..rg.. - ] i "t - -
mmmmmmmwnmﬂthmms ln:lz )
:l‘.'m in the near. A0 R < i L- 4 R AT

m mf s -"'“ MPASS Fo A 3 - "' AR *' '11"1 = "F.a". € LA : .;:.1,_,‘:{:-#..; 8 T b N e T g
Ll .. -

. ' y ™ H...i '* e -
r - 'l-"l.... ?p i H." i Ll B ] % ] - .q-l-._lﬁ:ll-_'_ . - ¥ L il ‘__
RSl 55 -F*l:""""{"' =_i*r'F . -# #ﬂh* . 5#’ -—r--eu-f 'r.-'.i Nans -*“ ..ar"- et T W i Lo . L T ST e L ek, -
o P LY . o e g i - CRER . L -, .- 0t - i s ug W= # . S — - P, ’ w
' -""?E?H? A e e RN e B e A NS 2 T S 1T SR Bl iy 9 RARCRRAE L R
TREE = " +d = ke HII‘F!. of B = -y i - ;-‘_ a ] rr . 3 -T L 'I-I ..-.:- - - 5 el ! 2 . - —_—— = . ; 1 = d = = E
: -IF .l-|. -l1|1'l:' i rI:h ._.,]_': & -y F Y ".:._“__--‘ {?- L ;r‘l"‘;}‘;ﬁf‘ |-"",1 - m, " w b ". B W T '. h ‘
3 A ; b . - L k
e r ' § = 'q“i‘ P e A - ' -'r:l - "":‘. " h." " .--l.r:' T ; A i l-..i-1' v e ok L 1 5
- K o 3 - = 3 - g e ] '~ s = = . s - -
e TR o o N T e A KREL YL A N sh el e jo 8 :
- - - ; - . . “_r| a IF:\.‘F "l__.‘ | Sk P ; - s "Ew . . _1_1‘ b " i - = i % d - | L
. S I o G E e e S A AN Ty L e | o gt i L 93
- - . = g Bl . :‘ e T . e ¥ IR ]
LT -
-
1 ? & aF w =
-
L
-
i
o
e
Yad ,._‘_1
E :I.-I"‘ " '1'“
P
ity . 5 1 [
. moT s e - ’
: - L
u A - o
. E - | wdl
. . =
e - - % 5}
L] " ,‘
L] o - - i
n B 5e 1
‘J-"'-."" L
: -
-
>
o



CHICAGO 4, ILLINOIS

November 18, 1964

Dr. J. Allen Hynek
Director,

Dearborn Observatory
Northwestern University
Evanston, Illinois 60201

Dear Dr. Hynek:

.!1
J.x'
' --'..i [

" I was honored and pleased to hear “from you taday“inr‘""““f?ff}
writing concerning the May 9th phenomenon we have diaculsed. "I,;

My particular reason for writing is Dbecause, aa it oftcn c{ﬁ:f
the case, a number of things occurred to me after we hgd.spoken.ﬁ
on the phone which I neglected to mention. T

As a preliminary, I think we had established that the s
most striking elements of this phenomenon were the following: % -5
l, Oscillating or pulsing; 2. attitude of cusps oddly b
pointing as illustrated in my drawing. (You may wonder why "
this continues to impress me. May it Jjust suffice to say-the '
nature of it was profound and completely unique) 3. Such .
other things as path of motion, fuzzy outlines, color, etec, .. . &

I have never once considered this as an extra~terrestrial =
occurrence, not even at the moment I saw it; I was only aware .. ¥
that I had witntlsod something oxtraordinary May I stress. hm*j
that the appearance was bold and vivid and above all . B R
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i . I think I should tell you that I am regarded as a - T e
+ cynic and I tend to pooh-pooh myths, superstitions, dasmaticﬂ“;ﬁ__
religious beliefs, etc., 30 that it takes a great deal to i
excite me, as did this matter - witness the fact that I *?#
immediately began making phone calls, sending telegrams and 7
writing letters seeking some sort of corroboration or explanatiﬁn

—— N thout hopingz to enhance the nystery, or to perpetuate 1#.
may 1 observe tnat it seems to me the after-imsxe interpretation:
fails in several significant particulars., May I with deference
list them, as follows:

had turned off my red flashlight; 2. My setting circles

are 10-inch diameters and can be read with a glance - not
requiring concentrated light or squinting; 5. I have

purposely let them oxidize so they would have a dull finish 5
(cast aluminum); 4. Most important of all, I think, is the ¥
fact these objects raced into view from the east travaling 4
southwest as my gaze was fixed looking west; I first saw them
out of the corner of my eye and had to turn.aoutheaat to begin

g
! 1. The appearance occurred almost a full minute after 1
tracking them ! This alone to me seems almost conclusively to f
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eliminate the after-image theory, as appealing as it is, since
my experience with after-image has been that the spurious
objects will always appear where one's eyes are first brought
to focus immediately after shifting them from the uriginal
light source which the eye retains and transposes.

I think the main misunderstanding, leading to the
after-image theory, was that I had used the red flashlight and
themr immediately looked up into the sky. If this were the
case I would have dismissed the whole matter without another
thought, since after-image is such a familiar experience to

all of us.

"As I believe I remarked, I have tried repeatedly-~to-——— - -« i
reenact or reproduce this effect, even on nights when the '
sky has bteen of good transparency, and there has been nothing
of the SO CODSLTYEL]: o elsl SRS S SR TR L L e e T Tl o R

Still in all, considering that after-image of red light
is almost invariably green, that crescent shapes assume the
exact contour of 2 flashlight shown on setting circles from
above (thereby being semicircles,) the sky being intensely black,
and being an experienced observer, the conclusion is irresistible
and I think you can close the case on that note.

But damn that eerie oscillating! I list it as the
number one factor, please remember, and it standiing alone
would be sufficient to have launched all this inquiry.

Oh well. - I wish to thank you sincerely for allowing
me to impose on your valuable time . It is certainly a

mark of greatness common to men of your standing that you will e
entertain even the eccentric, back yard astronomer such as I. X

Ve truly vours,




May 11, 1964

] Unit for Investigation of UFOs

| (Unidentified Flying Objects)

Wright-Patterson Alr Force Base
Dayton, Ohilo

Gentlemen:

I believe I am addressing this letter to the
proper air base but do not know how to route it by
organization., May I request it be directed to the
unit responsible for investigating so-called UFOs.

I am similarly contacting the Chicago Adler
Planetarium, Chicago Tribune Newspaper and Sky & Telescope

Magazine, Cambridge, Mass,

y Phenomenon Observed

Date: May 9, 1964; Time: 11:23 p.m. Central Daylight
Saving Time; Place: South-western Chlcago, Illinols;
Visibility: Exceptional, cloudless.

Narration: Appearance of 3 large, light-green
Crescents, observed for approx. J seconds tTraveling
at high speed from east to west south of star constellatlon
B Leo, approx. 40° above horizon, disappearing abruptly
toe after transit of approx. 1/4 of south-western sky.

Further detaills: Size: Each object approx, & dlameter
of moon; Brightness: Approx. 34 magnitude (dim but
large, Oscillating in size & color; form, slightly
nebulous. ObJects held pecullar tight formatlon

X as shown in sketch attached.

R Rl = . "

| Please note the followlng customary explanations

have seemingly been eliminated: Auroral effects,
presence of planet Venus, searchlights bouncling off clouds,

eircraft, helicopters, advertising zeplins, stray-light
optical effects such as auto headlights, alrcraft landing

May I respectfully request acknowledgment of recelpt
of this letter - I do not ask for explanations sinceé

I understand this is not customarily done.
c.6. Adler Planstariua M
Sky ‘& Telescope Mag. Very truly
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Unit for Investigation of UFOs
/ Unidentified Flying Objects /

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base
Dayton, Ohilo

——— = _——

g |
X




2k Jun 6%

Dr J Allen Iynek
Leaxrborn Observatory
Noxrthwastern University
Evanston, Illinoia

Dear Allen,

b Tear 4

oz A I an returning the letter from Imabell Davis €o you. We have
R RN forvaxrded a copy of the 9 May 6L, Chicago sighting per your
I 53 g suggestion. Also, attached 1in I:.hﬂ 9 May sighting from Chicago. - .
| i . The 25 May cmbndse, Mass sigliting from M Pral Wankowlez s
attoched. We have no evaluation on these at present and would
appraciate yarr analysis at yourr exrliest convenlence in oxder -
that we ma;y be able to raply to the observers. |

Binemly, " e .. IR S At
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A HEADQUARTERS
FOREIGN TECHNOLOGY DIVISION

AIR FORCE SYSTEMS COMMAND
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, OHIO

TDEW

UFO Sighting (9 May 64, Chicago, Illinois)

Hq USAF SAFOI PB (Mrs Gaiser)
Wash D C ,20330

l. We have received a report of an unidentified flying object
sighting by Mre t, Room
604,

P hicego, Illindis,

2. This report is being forwarded to Doctor J Allen Hynek,

Alir Force consultant to Project Blue Book, due to the astronom-
ical nature. At present we are unable to determine what Mr
Betz has observed. It is requested that he be informed of the
referral of his letter to Doctor Hynek and that he will be in-
formed of our evaluation on this phenomenon.

FOR TEE COMMANDER

i A L

Colonel, USAF
Deputy for Technology
and Subsystems

YOU - THE NUCLEUS OF SECURITYI
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