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Ao PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD ,
1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCIL.USIONS
0O Wos Balloon
20 - 23 May 64 __|Bartford, Indiana ; O Probably Balloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION | Pernibiy Bellosa
night O Was Aircraft
Local - 2 — | XEIXGround-Visual O Ground-Radar |2 Probobly Aircraft
GMT B D AirVisual O Air-Intercept Rodar |O Possibly Aircroft
3. PHOTOS é. SOURCE A Was Astronomical VENUS
O Yes | O Probobly Astronomical
30 No civilian D Possibly Astronomical o
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE D Other
D Insufficient Data for Evaluation
0O Unknown
not reported b R one __Istationary 19
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

succeeding nights.

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP §52)
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Orange light low in NW sky observed for three

o~

Probable VENUS observation.
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. Preliminary Investigation of UFO Reporis, May 13 - 2, 1964,
' william T. Powers, Systems Engineer, Dearborn Observatory

On Friday night, May 22-23, I made a brief telephone survey in response
to a request by J. A. Hynek, Virector of Dearborn Observatory, following his
apprisal of a UPI Lraporb of sightingsin Lansing, I-%iclzigm.l

:I{y first call was to .UPI in Chicago; & repdbt of a UFO sighting had come
in, but from Marion, Indiana. A subsequent call to UPI in Lansing estaﬁlimheﬂ
that reports were coming independently from both locations,

I contacted the Police Departmént in ¥ma Marion, and was informed thzt

police of ficers in the Marion force and in police departments of ?)xrmugding
towns ( Tipton, Hartford, Tapton Cc&gstw Sheriffts office, éu@t;_.-—""?b&ssihad
- duxivyg Ahe past thvee Mgk | |
vﬁtnessa%&iﬁher.ﬂngh lights or groups of lights, both stationary and moving,
which struck witnesses as ﬁnusuél enough to report., Calls to several of the
other departments in the area did not add much information, as the witnesses were
‘on patrol or were not on duty at the time. In every caa& I was a_ssured'-th_at the
witnas_a-es would be available if a complete investigation were carried out; in most
s caaasl the sightﬁigs 'wre logged, or else the force is small enough that the
'individué.ls involved vd.ll be easy to find, |
I did succeed in locating one witﬁesa who saw an orange light low in the
-narthwest sky, spparently "200 -~ 500 feet high, three to six mile;s aﬁ-ray", having
driven to the west end of town ( Hartford City)/ after hearing over his police car
radio comments about other sightings in progress,., Koexmepzaimxhizaim The officer,
f Robert Meredith, reports that the Bl ackford cmmtym and
"-. another man named m saw the orange light. It seems clear that the

'* object was Venus, Jjust prior to setting,

‘ The other reports may involve more definito motion, and some involve
multiple objects ( at least one observation th.r:ough binoculars), so the Venus
explanation cannot rea.di'l.y be extended without further infommation.

Having established that enough infomation could be obtained throuzh the
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The first i:ana:lng call was to the lLansing Police Department, where I
spoke with Sgte hﬂ/&nyder. A series of calls had been received from residents

- Wednesday
of Southerm J'fansing for several days, starting at 3 A on /hmmoming, Hay

20, A list of names was obtained from the log of Wednesday, all from people who .
- complained of a "wierd noise." This noise was deacribed.appmximately as zhrmdzinam
a 'whirring" noise, stﬁxfting low and going high, ihen stopping, In a .subsequent
call to the Iﬁgham 'County Sheriff's office, I was informed that at 3Al Pradnesday
‘morning a police’ car had made an emergency run down Miller atreet, emploving a
new "warbling" airen ’ which the deak/;:g.ﬁ described as souncding "wierd,"
Whan T read him the 1ist bf addresses of the compla:!nanta, he identified T most
| but. mt. all, of them as being close to the route of the emergency run. '
- It was also found that an elephant was tethered all night in a shoppmg cen
nearby, part. of a promtian stunt.
. The raporta of 3 AM wﬂdnesda,,r therefore, may tentativaly be commected with
the known emergency run, ab least those dafinitely concerned with noises, which I
understend is true in all cases. |
'Report.s from Thursdgy and Friday night' howevef, cannot be connectedtith
tha si:.en, as obdects were seen, There appear to be several independent sightings
of dii'ferent onjact.s.
| One object, 2 bright blue or blue-green light, was seen qlesémding "to the
ground" ( that is, going out of sight following -a downward course) by two people
=, S - - oo NINE:ch was in his own car on the wey home
vhen he caught sight of the object., Both were impressed sufficlently to atiempt to
drive to where the object ‘disepppeared, and both aé_em to have thought it might be
an airceraft in trouble. The men met subsequently, vhile -‘-Jas acting in his
cepacity of television annourcer .( for WIIX) at a remote broadcast fmm*

restaurant (-) in :ﬁansing, and here they each learned that tie

other had seen the light, Unfortunately, it &ppe afs 42t they have already compare
their etories, as btoth reported to me in Phone callz Sgtuxdey morning that




112:10 to 12:15%,

the sighting took place at

in any detailed investigation,

One of the calls associated with the night of the emergency mun prevm :31;!
el A &fab\ \-CLQ;
nentioned was from a. farmer in Grand Ledge, who ca.lled the

department with a report that he had seen a flying aﬁcer land and take off again,
A police car 5 miles from the scene was dispatched, but before it arrived the

farmer, whose name was not obta;lned, said that the obJject was gone; the investigatia

patrol reported sighting nothing unfisual, so the sighting was not logged: th? name
shinin;

of the farmer may be difficult to discover, The farmer said the ﬂbject was blue/and

roared and was
/15 i‘ee‘h in diameter, The police officer clearly believes the man to be 'mistaken',

There are geveral more reports which need to be straightened out better then

I could do over the telephone, One involves two men coming home from the night shift

an“nd a wma two men were

they
in a car parked in front of Spears! house when/heard a weird noise ( zpparently not

- (apparently) at Oldsmobile,

the siren - time is wrong) and saw an ob] ect that looked 1:Lke a shooting star
going behind the house. Tt made ( or something made) a sufficiently impressive nois
tha'_.uife jumped out of bed, terrified, the sound having awakened her,

Between phone calls toillg-nigels on Saturday morning, I received

an unsolicited call from a reportar,- of the Lansing State=Journal, who
was trying to find out if my calls of the night before were legitimate, and vho had

another report which came in Just after I had ceased operations Friday night, A Mrs,

“Rﬂ., Lansing, saw three objects as 9:00, 9:45, and

11:00 PM on the 20th, at least one of which showed shape ( outline, not point source)

and vhich was ﬁ;hjsewed through binoculars, Mrs s husband also saw the objectfs
ZW}

and thef//icalled some neighbors who also =mxm were witnesses. One object was described
as roughly circular with many little white lights on its underside, lMroJiR did
not report until she heard of other reports, for fear she would be ¢ alled crazy.

YR s2ys she is willing to talk to scientists from Northwestern ( <ENNBR informe
her of Oﬁr :!.INES‘biﬁatiOHS). I{rs.# address is described asb &ing "near




‘, a street which appears on the list of comﬂaﬁnmta ( not in chronological
+ involving &

order) from Wednesday night, and which should be checked as possibly M/differcm

report from the '"noise" reports,
Saturday afternoon the final call before making this report was receiged fron

' ' (net “cosliy ") _

| Sgt Castojof the Michigad State Police, in reponse to my request £ 1di

s  information that might arise, He reported that a Mrs.sd et,

- | had just reported that she

Lansing,/heard on the night of the 20th a very atrange "whirring" sound from her
| ~ back y==x yard, at 9:00 or 9:15 PM. She saw nothing, but fownd & burned area in
her m yard, about 10 feet by L or 5> feet in dimensions, Leaves lying on the ground

- were charred, but the grass underneath was not., She has saved samples of the leaves,

<l end is willing to be interviewed., She, too, delayed her report for ;‘ear of ridicule,
until other réports were publicized, Her husband saw vhat she saw, heard the noise.

This 'briaf report actually represents only a small portion of the reports
tha'b were received and logged at the police departments in the arca. AZL'L police agenc:
appear quite willing to cooperate, and individuals seem to show a healthy mixture of

interest and akepticim. My impression is that & more dutai'l,ed reading of the logs
eme rgency-car

}ﬂ'togother:'with examinaltinn of records of xmxrizm>
movements will eliminate the bulk of reports concerned with noises only, but that

other events appear to have occurred which require more detailed #nvestigation ard .

enations. :
agencies and

, There follows a list of mexsomx some of the /persens who made reports; this
l is a very abbreviated list, and is given only for the purpose of aiding idgntii'icatinn

probably will call for several diffent expl

of the proper log pages or proper individuels with whom to communicate.
4 MARION, INDIANA POLICE DEPARTMENT: 317 = NO &-8131
. Tom Dennis, Chief Q{M: w-(«o

W’()"LL Nt}‘\‘[‘h coN ) MU
Richard Harrigan, Asst. Chief,

KOKONO, INDIANA POLICE DEPARTMENT (SHERIFF's POLICE). 317-GL 2-2LLL

- CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT 317 - 348-3730 |
'H HARFIH‘Q}E?"‘FFT' pﬁhﬂ?"‘" I ﬂ""ﬂl"t"{"? O TIT.F A P .- ﬂﬂﬂh ;ﬂ'ﬂlﬁ P A



TIPTON POLICE DEPARTMENT, TIPTON, INDIANA
TIPTON COUNTY(SHERIFF'S)POLICE Sightings Sunday through Tuesday, May 17~19.

INDIANA STATE POLICE

LANSING, MICHICAN POLICE DEPARTMENT : 517 = IV 5-7165 .
Sgt. Reif Snyder, desk, Gave following n&esa: Mg\¢ WM

. Y -, 1<0sin
W A
'( 7 o M‘I‘hm one far from emergency rur
. e‘res:de

B s IR _
ammnetensssnalIINIRS ey . :1cing ( Exergency rin was dovn W

HASON MICHIGAN: INGHAM COUNTY SHERIFF'S POLICE ( originators of emergency run)
517 - OR 7—9661

Lansing: MICHIGAN STATE POLICE: 517 - ED 2-2521
Investigated call from farmer about sa;ucer landing,

OFFICER Bassett at desk.

vavsmve Mrcrtcan: 1t AN

Saw blue light descend.

Lansing, MICHIGAN: Mre=

Saw same blue light,
LANSING, michigan: Mrs ., Lansing ( NeadSSNEN)

Informant: Dick Frazier, of Lansing State~Journal, reporter.




PRELIMINARY WEATHER REMORT: temperatures in area on Ved, May 20, and Tl-mrszlaaf May Z
_ - - LANSINGY
(night ) in mid-thirties - high probability of inversion layer, UPI repnrter/jvulunte

information that he received 1L television channels 1M.NM :
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