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July 20, 19h

Smithsonlan Institute

Research Director

Washington, D. Ce

Gentlemen:

I am writing this inquiry in hope that you will
be able to throw some light ons subject that is ecsusing
a great deal of concern to many in this ares.

Several UFO sightings have been reported in our

immediate srea by local citizens. Although suco sightings
are described somewhat differently they are similar.
They sre soucer shsped objects little larger than a car with

red, white, end green lights. It alwyas lesves particulsr

odor 3nd in one case they deelared they felt radition. The

enciosed article is one of several thst have been our local

paper,

Oo the morning of July 18th our neighbor found in

his front yard directly in front of their home 9 peculiar
pattern of what appears to be ofl spray such a3 a auto would

it weg ina smsll circle around fifteen fast
sll tail like pattern leading off one sids

ound the edge of this circle were several

, each fairly nly spaced and approximately an inch and

s helf in hepth ~ marks such as e very lsrge camera tripod
would make. The ares is such that an auto, lswn mower or

such device would have left tracks due to several light rains
over the prst few days. It slso seems curious that the rain
did not fade or wssh away the substance.

meter with a

Furtherout

The couple are a very respectable family in tha sbove

acerage income brscket snd not given to telling tsles, The
truta ts they are afraid to say anyting sbout Lit for fear of

being laughed iat.

The woman seems quite concernsd with these so called

UFO sightings so I would appreciate it very much if you would
check the sample of the grass I am enclosing and give us

any pos3iole explaination that you can.

Respectfully yours,

Gainesville, CGsorgia
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4SOMEAM INSTITUTHEO?

MATIVAL AIR MUSEUM

“WASHINGTON, 2.0. 360

? | duly 27, 1964

: SS Georgia
Dear Mr,

hank you Zor your lettar of July 20, 1964, with

anclosurs,

We have no information on UnidentiZied Flying

Objects, and no facility for research and investigation
~ > .—

of then.

The U. S. Air Force has requestei-bhat we send

inquiries of this kind to it. We are, therefore,

sending your letter to the Air Forse, Office of
> +

Information, for reply. -

Sincerely yours,

Philip: S. Hopkins

Director



HEADQUARTERS

FOREIGN TECHNOLOGY DIVISION \

AIR FORCE SYSTEMS COMMAND

UNITED STATES Al” FORCE

WRIGHT-PATTEASION AIR FORCE BASE, OHIO

REPLY TO

ATTN OF? TDEW

Suastct: Raquest for UFO Information ((iip~zesas)

TOr Hq = ? SAFOI PB (Mrs peony

The Smithsonian Institute has forwarded us a letter Mr. G.

we: cevag A! s. S., Gainesville, Georgia.
T llowing information is provided to assist you in answer

Mr. QM! letter. The sighting of 13 July, has not been
reported to the Air Force; however, a sighting from Spartanburg,

South Carolina, on 29 June was reported to Warner Robins Air Force

Base and was evaluated ag attributable to ball Lightning. The

faets of the newspaper account of this sighting were mich distorted.

The

The grass sample suomitted with the article and letter contained

nothing unusual from that expected of a normal grass sample.

The newspaper artic the Turnerville sighting is the first

kno ree has received. No official report

was on these sightings; therefore, no

eva at this time.
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August 31, 1964

‘Dear Mr. aig

This igs in reference to your recent letter
to the Smithsonian Institution on the subject of

s0me unusual phenomena which has occurred in your
area.

The July 13th sighting of an “oil spray" type
pattern on the grass was never officially reported
to the Air Force. However, an analysis of the grass
samples inclosed with your letter indicates that

they contain acthing unusual from that normally
Pound in grass. The sighting from Spartanburg, South
Carolina on June 29th was evaluated as ball lightning.
The Pacts of she newspaper account of this sighting

were much distorted,

The newspaper article of tne Turmerville sightings

is the first kmowlaedge that the Air Force has re-

vad of this report. No official report was made

to the Air Force on these sightings, and therefore, no

evaluation is being made at this time.

Inclosed is a summary of information on the Air

Force project for the investigation and evaluation of
Unidentified Flying Object reports, We think this

brochure will help to explain the UFO phenomena and its

causes.a little more fully.

Sincerely,

MASTON.M, JACKS

Major, USA?

Publis Information Division

Office of Information

Inclosure

vr, C@i-iiiiI.

Galnesville, Georgia
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