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1, DATE - TIME GROUP 2. LOCATION

21 December 64 21/2130P Harrisonburg, Virginia

3. SOURCE 10. CONCLUSION

Civilian PSYCHOLOGICAL CATEGORY

\ iF OBJECTS
Sy NUMBERS No evidence to indicate that a landing took place, Case carried

One in the general psychological category. SEE CASE FILE,

5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION /|11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

2 Minutes (Approximate) Saucer landed and took off, Area allegedly radioackive. Cay
supposedly stopped by the object. Size estimted at more tha

Oa incor CoMenvauor 90 ft high. Shaped @ a bee hive, Had a flourescent light
Ground-Visual ring around center. vestigated from WPAFB.

7. COURSE SEE CASE FILE.

Land & Take Off Initial information received innletter from citizen 21 days

after reported event allegedly took place.
8. PHOTOS

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

OG Yes

XX Ne

q FORM

FTD sep 63 0-329 (TDE) Previous editions of this form may be used,



So Mr. Burns told me how to find the meadow in which the

object had landed and sald he judged that the UFO had rested

about 100 yards from the highway. But he gave me no further

directions. I found the meadow, stepped off 100 yards along the

west fence, and then went 10 or 15 steps farther. Then with the

Geiger counter turned on, I walked across the field eastward.

When I was about two-thirds of the distance across the meadow,
the needle started to rise and in the area from there 40 or 45
steps eastward the needle swung off the dial a number of times.

I trailed the probe stick (by its flexible wire) in the dry grass

and several times picked up highly radioactive particles that sent

the needle off the dial, Even though I walked far off the landing

site, the needle would not return until I had cleaned off the

Geiger-Mueller D-50 tube with a cloth.

Fortunately, before I was halfway through this investigation

Mr. Harry Cook, a DuPont research engineer, and a Mr. Funk,
a fellow engineer, while driving home from the day's work,

the former having learned theday beforethatthe UFO had landed

somewhere in that meadow, saw me there, stopped their car,

Joined me, and corroborated my findings when they saw the evi-

dent radioactivity revealed by the Geiger counter. (See Jan. 17

Richmond Times-Dispatch.) The Geiger counter I used isa Model

2612 Portable Survey Meter with a Model PlSprobe. The Count-

er's ranges are 0.2, 2, and 20 mr/hr coinciding with 600; 6,000;

and 60,000 counts per minute full scale with the P15 probe. The

several times that [ had evidently picked up radioactive particles,

I had the range set at 0.2, but the needle still stayed off the dial
‘even when Iset the counterto the2 or 20 ranges, and, as I said
before, the needle did not return to near zero until I brushed off
the tube with my handkerchief. After I had uncovered the tube in
in the probe stick the second time, to clean if off, I walked over

the landing area with the probestickand exposed tube held about
five feet from the ground. While I was doing this, the needle
wavered around 16-18 milliroentgens per hour. The rays so
registering were evidently striking the tube from various directions

from the ground. And we noticed that when all three of us were

near to look at the counter dial, our bodies seemed to shield out

many of the rays, so that the needle dropped back considerably.

‘This would indicate that the radiation was not of the gamma ray

type, because gamma rays will penetrate several feet of solid
concrete, whereas a thin sheet of paper will stop the alpha rays

and something like a one-inch board will stop beta rays.

On January 12 Technical Sergeant David Moody and Staff
Sergeant Harold Jones of the Wright-Patterson Air Force Base,
after telephone conversations initiated the day before by the Day-
ton, Ohio, team, arrived to investigate the UFO landing of over
three weeks earlier, Horace Burs, Clair Weaver (student president
of the UFO Investigators of Eastern Mennonite College), and I
accompanied the Air Force officers to the landing side 32 miles
south and back again to Harrisonburg. Sergeant Moody had
Mr. Burns tell the entire story of his sighting, both on the way

and on arrival at the place of the sighting. Also he questioned
me ay to my investigation ofthelanding site and discovery of the
high radioactivity. To Mr. Dallas Kersey, reporter for the Rich-

mond Times-Dispatch, who joined us when we were about to begin

work in the field, Sergeant Moody said,”’This is an unusual sight-

ing. It’s not routine. if it was coutine, we wouldn't be here.”

As the now six of us walked into the field, still covered with
four inches of snow remaining from a six-inch fall of a few days

before, it was no little gratification to me to see Mr. Burns lead

the group exactly to the area that Mr. Cook, Mr. Funk, and [
had found to be radioactive, and to hear him say, ‘Here, Gentle-
men, is where this Thing stood.” This was the first time Horace

Burns and I had been near the place at the same time.

Sergeant Moody, using a Model 2586 Beta-Gamma Survey
Meter, tested the (rather perfunctorily, we felt) at 8 or 10

spots, first scraping the 4 inches of snow aside each time with

his foot. Twice, when the needle started to rise, he ejaculated,

“Uh!", quickly made some adjustment on his Survey }

which caused the needle to return to zero, and then said, ‘See,

there's no radiation here!" On a third occasion (each of these

witnessed by at least three persons), when he poked his instrument

too far into a clump ofgrass (after he had kicked off the snow),

several grass stubbles punctured the thin grey plastic-like film on

the end of the Meter and thistimethe needle shot up much higher

than before, before he could jerk back the Meter and examine
the damaged film. But again he made the adjustment, lowered

the Meter more gently and said, "There's no radiation here!"

However, he acknowledged that the 3 cains and the 5 inches of

snow that had fallen, since the time of my investigation on Dee-

ember 20, could have dissipated any radioactive isotopes deposited

there on Dec, 21, depending on their half-life, of course. The Serg-

eants both seemed sufficiently impressed by all the facts they

Observed and heard related, that they said several times that of
the 532 UFOs reported in 1964 and investigated by the Air

Force (of which 16 were classified as unidentifiedor unexplained)

this could well result in being the 17th for 1964.

In view of all these facts, when Mr. Burns and I each received

our 3-page erpy (dated January 27, 1965) of the Air Force

report and findings on the Dec. 21 UFO landing near Staunton,

it was with considerable surprise and dismay that we found that

the Air Force had decided there had been no such UFO sighting

and landing. The report's concluding paragraph reads:

“CONCLUSION: It is believed that a vehicle of this

size would be observed by additional witnesses at the time

and location of the reported event. There were no addi-
tional witnesses. There was no confirmation of radio-
activity in the area. Grass and weeds had not been de-
pressed. There was a total lack of any indication that a
vehicle had landed in the field. Investigation by Air Force
personnel and subsequent analysis of the data collected
fails to reveal any evidence of an alleged landing.”

Apparently the honest, straightforward, detailed testimony by

Horace Burns, as to what he saw in the air, on the ground, and

in the air again, and its effect on the motor of his car, and my
testimony, supported by two technically experienced witnesses, as
to the radioactivity of the landing site of the UFO, do not con-
stitute evidence as far as the Air Force is concerned.

Strangely missing from the greatly detailed, 3-page report
from the Air Force was any reference at all to the three rains
and the 6 inches of snow that had fallen on the area between
December 30 and January 12, which we reportedto the Air Force
team and whichthey could easily have verified at the local weather

station which informs us that between these dates this region had

‘a total precipiiation of exactly 2 inches. The two sergeants were

very much aware of the 4 inches of snow still present in the field,

through which they waded in their low shoes for half an hour,

although I had urged them during their long-distance call from
Ohio, to come prepared with galoshes.

Also missing from their report is any referenceto the fact that

the two research engineers (Messrs. Cook and Funk, used to

Geiger counter work), had witnessed the radioactivity of the land-

ing area. Curiously, the sergeants evinced no interest in talking

to these two engineers, both of whom live within a few miles of

the areu. Howevery, Sergeant Moody mentions in his report that

copies of several Richmond Times-Dispatch articles are attached,

including one written by Reporter Dallas Kersey on January 16

for the January 17 issue. Moody does not quote from the article,

but he can hardly have missed reading the following:

Nine days after Burns said he saw the 80 to 90-foot

object, Gehman took a Geiger counter to the site to check

for radiation. He knew that othre reported UFO's have

given off radiation.

Gehman got a “tremendously high reading” of radia-

tion, and his finding has been verified by H.M. Cook of

Staunton, a research engineer at Waynesboro's DuPont

plant. Gehman “was having a tizzy because the needle

was all the way off the dial,” said Cook, who has had

considerable experience with Geiger counters in his work.

"It was a hot area,” Cook said.“"Wespent 45 minutes

in the field trying to tone this reading down. We checked

the radium dials on our watches, even went over a small

hill from the field, but this was definitely an accurate

reading. The only thing I can say is that it was hot

(radioactive).”

Another curious juggling of the facts appears inthe Air Force

report near the bottom of page 2 as follows:

“Examination of the field showed that grass and

brittle weeds stems had not been depressed or broken over

any large area. There was no indication that a large

vehicle or object of any significant weight had landed in

the field.”

How could they make such a statement, when the facts are

that the meadow, of good quality grass,had been mowed for hay

and there were no brittle weed stems in the field anywhere, to be
depressed or broken down? And as for the grass, how could the

Sergeants know thatit had not been depressed,since it was covered

with 4 inches of snow when they were there? The photograph,

widely published, taken by Mr. Kersey of Sergeant Moody and

Horace Burns bending over the Air Force Survey Meter, elo-

quently proves the presence of at least 4 inches of snow.

Again, on page 3 of their ceport they ceier owice to the read-

tng | had obtained on the Geigercounter. once that (vas 50,000

counts per minute, which is correct, but ater this is equated with

"60,000 mr/hr on the check by Dr. Gehman,” but this would

multiply the radiation I found by 120. And they quote Major

James Sproul, Air Force radiation expert, as stating (apparently



on the basls of this misinformation) thatsuch radioactive strength

deposited on December 21 should yield a positive return on

January 12, which would without a doubt becorrect, if there had
been radioactivity of such intensity. But following on Major
Sproul’s statement, the report say: . there is no alternative

but to disregard the Geigercounter returnstakenby Dr. Gehman.”
In this way they disposed ofthe problem indicated by the opening

sentence in their paragraph on radiation: ‘The most pertinent

fact in the alleged landing was the Geiger counter reading taken

by Dr. Gehman.” j

Two questions continually linger in my mind First, was the

Air Force Beta-Gamma Survey Meter really the proper instru-

“ment to use, if the radiation might have been mainly or only of

alpha rays? And, second, was their particular instrument, which

Sergeant Moody always held down close to the ground, really
designed to discover radiation in a wide, general area? Was it

not rather designed for use after the source of the rays has

already been pretty definitely pinpointed?

In this Air Force report there are a number of other curious

errors and misjudgments of fact, such as their saying that the

UFO had crossed Route 250 “‘at an altitude higher than a trans-

mission power line to the left of the highway. These telephone

(alc) poles are approximately 75 feet in height. Descent of the

object was at an angle and the object appeared to be spinning

slightly.” Now it happens that those Virginia Electric Power

Company poles are declared by VEPCO officials to be from 38
to 44 feet in height, which averages at little more than half as

high as was estimated by the Sergeants. If they had missed this

estimate by 5 or even 10 feet, it could be overlooked, but to miss
it by 30 feet is more than one hopes for from technically trained
members of a responsible investigating team. And as to the

“spinning” of the UFO, we haveheard Mr. Burns say repeatedly,

as he said in answer to Sergeant Moody’s question that day,

that he did not notice ang spinning.

‘The report contains a number of other such discrepancies.
For a quick rundown of some of these, note:

Page 1: (a) Sergeant Moody called my home at 11:30 a.m.

on Jan. 12, inatead of at 9:00 a.m. as he said in his report to

his superiors, Small matter? Perhaps. When he called at 11:30

he told Mrs. Gehman that they had just arrived at a local motel

and needed to shave and wash up and eat before we could get

together, which we did at 1:30.

(b) Describing the UFO: “The band of light was about 12

inches In diameter.” He should have siad “in width.”

Page 2: (a) "The object rose straight up, tilted at an angle

and shot off into space..." Mr. Burns had told him: "shot off

ic a northeasterly direction.” It had come from due north.

(b) “Direction of departure was about sixty degrees to the

right of its approach.” However, the angle between north and

northeast Is not 60 but 45 degrees.

(c) “Dr. E. G. Gehman stated that he had contacted occu-

pants of the adjacent farmhouses and that they had seen or

heard nothing.” Correct; but since the Sergeants accepted and

reported this fact, why not also my much more extended testimony

of the two research engineers who shared my Geiger counter in-

vestigation with me?

(a) “Dr. Gehman is head of a local UFO Hobby Club and

has appeared on several local radio programs in the area.” The

UFO Investigators are a serious group of college students con-

ducting @ scientific inquiry on the many locally reported UFO

phenomena. I have never appeared on a local radic program

on the subject of UFOs; although WSVA on Dec. 27 announced

the existence of this extracurricular group organized several

months earlier at Eastern Mennonite College, as noted above.

Page 3: (a) "At no time during the thirty minutes of investi-

gation was the highway empty of cars.” This can be challenged,

for ail of us were intent on Sergeant Moody's Geiger counter,
aa be also was. No one was consistently observing the highway

* traffic.

(®) Regarding Mr. Burns: “Without a thorough psychiatric

examination no positive conclusion regarding hallucination is

possible. The witness's reliability is not questioned.” This seems

like contradictory testimony. How can one consider a witness

reliable, if one also suspects that he may have hallucinations?

But since Mr. Burns’ simple, frank testimony has through these

weeks been consistent and unshaken under sometimes severecross-

questioning, even heckling, possibly it is not he who should have

a thorough psychiatric examinadon,

(c) The Air Force report states, as quoted above: "There

were no additional witnesses” to the Burns’ sighting. While it ls

true that at the time ofthe Air Force team’s visit we did not know

of any other persons who had seen the same UFO, yet two days
later Mr. Kersey Interviewed a 14-year-old high school boy, Ken-

neth Norton, of Staunton, who sawalarge UFO traveling rapidly

over the city in the direction from which Horace Burns saw It

coming. This sighting by Kenneth occurred on the same day

just a few minutes before the landing seen by Burns. The boy

called to his mother to come to see the object. His parents cor-

roborate their son’s story as to date and time of sighting. A

fuller account of this and of the sighting in the air by another

father and son and still another man, of the UFO, apparently

immediately after it had left the landing site on Route 250, are

told in Reporter Kersey’s January 15 and 17 Richmond Times-
Dispatch articles. Sergeant Moody bad at least the article of the

17th as mentioned earlier, but, without looking into these reports
at all, he could blandly say, There were no additional wit-

nesses."”

‘This paper does not exhaust the inconsistencies and dis-
crepancies in the Air Force report of its ‘official investigation.”

One or two of those remaining the writer plans to take up with

Sergeant Moody personally, in addition to the ones noted in this

paper, but all of them together constitute strong proof that the

investigation and subsequent report were considerably less than

fair and open-minded. In consequence, a good many people in

the Shenandoah Valley feel that if other Air Force investigations

of UFO reports may be judged by this one, then the general rep-
utation that the- Aerial Phenomena Section of the Air Force,
Project Blue Book, has on the subjectisby no means undeserved.

While on the whole wehavea very high regazd for the United
~ States Air Force, its tremendous responsibilities for the safety

of our country, its capabilities, standards, and, by no means

least, its personnel, yet we cannot help feeling ‘that the Aerial
Phenomena Section of the Foreign Technology Division would
do well to seriously overhaul its principles, its methodology, and
some of its personnel.

Attestation: I believe the above report by Dr. Gehman
is a complete and accurate statement of Mr. Horace

Burns’ UFO sighting and related matters.

Signed:

: Ernest G. Gehman

Professor of German

Sponsor of UFO Investigators

Eastern Mennonite College

Harrisonburg, Virginia, USA

fi.CairWraves

Signed:

R. Clair Weaver, President

UFO Investigators

Eastern Mennonite College

Harrisonburg, Virginia

Attestation: I have read this paper and can affirm that

itis a true and reliable report.

/

Signed:

Horace Burns, Gunsmith

ee Grottoes, Virginia
P.S. Further confirmation: just as we go to press we learn that

several homes in the landing region reported the fact that at

about 5:00 p.m. on Dec. 21 their lights suddenly dimmed and

their radios and TV sets ceased functioning for several minutes,

‘The heads of these homes are said to have told this in the factory

where they work.

GEH MAN'S VIEWS AIRED

Prof. Genman, who aiso is a miniter, :hings thers Is possibly

some connection between the UFOs and the second coming of

Christ. Gehman believes ours is not the only inhabited planet.

NICAP AND KEYHOE

Prof. Gehman filed the report with NICAP. The news story

(Continued on Page 4)
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Huge UFO At Staunton, Va.

Mr. Horace Burns, of Grottoes, Virgin-
ia, claims to have seen an 80-foot-high

UFO four miles east of Staunton, Virgin-

ia at 5 p.m. on 21 Decembér 196%-Draw-—

ings of the object show a general cone
shape 125 feet in diameter with a band

of bluish-white light on the bottom.

Burns claimed the metallie-appearing
object came out of the sky north ‘of the

Highway, crossed Route 250 about 290

feet ahead of him and then his engine

stepped. He said his car seemed to come

to an “unnaturally” quick stop.

He also said the object landed lightly,

“like.a bubble” about 100 yards off the

Highway. It had no visible portholes,

wings or seams. See diagram. The ob-

ject rested on the meadow for from 60-90

seconds, then with a sound of rushing air,

it rose straight up for several hundred

feet and then proceeded into the north-

east. Burns claimed there was no traffic

during this time, nor was there any for

at least a mile ahead along the route

which he drove his car after he started

it up again.

Six days later Mr. Burns informed

Ernest G. Gehman, a Professor of Ger-

man at Eastern Mennonite College at

Harrisonburg. On the following Tuesday

Professor Gehman taped the story at Mr.

Burns’ gunshop. On Wednesday the Pro-

fessor tested the area where the UFO had

purportedly landed and his counter reg-

istered 60,000 counts per minute. - This

was 9 days after the UFO had rested on

the spot.

On January 12 Sgt. David Moody and

S/Sgt. H. Jones of Wright-Patterson AFB

arrived to investigate the landing. They

questioned Burns and Gehman.

Gehman, who was on the scene during

the AF investigation, noted that Moody

also got an indication of radioactivity.

This was three weeks after the incident.

Moody also indicated the Burns sighting

was a “good” one by several remarks.

However, in their 3-page report which

they forwarded to Gehman, they inferred

their doubts concerning the authenticity

of Burns’ claims.

To our knowledge no sighting of a UFO

in that area which would tend to corrob-

orate Burns’ claims has come to light.

It has been suggested that the lack of

traffic on route 250 is most unusual at

any time of day and especially at 5 p.m.

An examination of a state of Virginia

road map shows Staunton intersected by

two major highways and several smailer

roads, Route il cuns coughly SSW to

NNE. Highway 250 where the huge

UFO was alleged to have landed, runs)

WNW and ESE. This major U. S. High-,

way runs to Charlottesville and then to

Richmond, ESE of Staunton. It does not

BAND OF LIGHT

Shown above is the “beehive” shaped object Bytes | observed near Staunton, Vir-

ginia, U.S.A, on 21 December, 1964.

seem likely that an 80-90 foot high UFO)

could land in daylight on a major thor-|

oughfare and be seen by only one individ-

ual. Charlottesville, home of the Uni-

versity of Virginia is only 35 miles away

to the ESE. Its population is in excess:

of 30,000. The population of Staunton is

20,000. Waynesboro, between Staunton

and Charlottesville, has 13,000 residents.

This evidence seems to conflict with

Burns’ story—but on the other hand, we

have the testimony of a respected Uni-

versity Professor concerning excessive

radiation,

A short time ago, some strange holes

and high radiation count were found in

the woods near Glassboro, New Jersey.

A tale of a glowing red object which had

purportedly landed in the woods was told

to the son of a known UFO enthusiast

and NICAP member, by an unidentified

youth. Police investigated and located

a boy who was identified as the one who

originally told of the alleged landing. He

was taken into custody, admitted perpe-

trating a hoax by digging the holes and

scattering certain chemicals to raise the

radiation count. He was tried, found

guilty, fined, warned about future she-

nanigans and released. His fine was also

suspended.

We relate the latter case without pert-

inent details or names (the case is old

and does not appear to be a true UFO

report) because it is important in that

radiation at an alleged UFO landing site

ean be simulated. However, such fake

cases can be detected with a little investi-

gation,



on the basis of this misinformation) thatsuch radioactive strength

deposited on December 21 should yield a positive return on

January 12, which would without a doubt becorrect, if there had
been radioactivity of such Intensity. But following on Major
Sproul’s statement, the report says, ". . . there is no alternative

but to disregard the Geiger counter returnstakenby Dr. Gehman.”

In this way they disposed ofthe problem indicated by the opening

sentence in their paragraph on radiation: “The most pertinent

fact in the alleged landing was the Geiger counter reading taken

by Dr. Gehman.” ‘

Two questions continually linger in my mind First, was the

Air Force Beta-Gamma Survey Meter really the proper instru-

“ment to use, if the radiation might have been mainly or only of

alpha rays? And, second, was their particular instrument, which
Sergeant Moody always held down close to the ground, really

designed to discover radiation in a wide, general area? Was it

not rather designed for use after the source of the rays has

already been pretty definitely pinpointed?

In this Air Force report there area number of other curious

errors and misjudgments of fact, such as their saying that the

UFO had crossed Route 250 “‘at an altitude higher than a trans-
mission power line to the left of the highway. These telephone
(sic) poles are approximately 75 feet in height. Descent of the

object was at an angle and the object appeared to be spinning

slightly.” Now it happens that those Virginia Electric Power

Company poles are declared by VEPCO officials to be from 38

to 44 feet in height, which averages at little more than half as

high as was estimated by the Sergeants. If they had missed this

estimate by 5 or even 10 feet, it could be overlooked, but to miss

it by 30 feet is more than one hopes for from technically trained

members of a responsible investigating team. And as to the

“spinning” of the UFO, we haveheard Mr. Burns say repeatedly,

as he said in answer to Sergeant Moody's question that day,

that he did not notice ang spinning.

‘The report contains a number of other such discrepancies.
For a quick rundown of some of these, note:

Page 1: (a) Sergeant Moody called my home at 11:30 a.m.
on Jan. 12, instead of at 9:00 a.m. as he said in his report to

his superiors. Small matter? Perhaps. When he called at 11:30

he told Mrs. Gehman that they had just arrived at a local motel

and needed to shave and wash up and eat before we could get

together, which we did at 1:30.

(b) Describing the UFO: “The band of light was about 12
Inches In diameter.” He should have siad “in width.”

Page 2: (a) ‘The object rose straight up, tilted at an angle

and shot off into space...’ Mr. Burns had told him: “‘shot off
in a northeasterly direction.” It had come from due north.

(>) “Direction of departure was about sixty degrees to the

right of its approach.” However, the angle between north and

northeast is not 60 but 45 degrees.

(c) “Dr. E. G. Gehman siated that he had contacted occu-

pants of the adjacent farmhouses and that they had seen or

heard nothing.” Correct; but since the Sergeants accepted and

reported this fact, why not also my much more extended testimony

of the two research engineers who shared my Geiger counter in-

vestigation with me?

(a) “Dr. Gehman Is head of a local UFO Hobby Club and

has appeared on several local radio programs in the area.” The

UFO Investigators are a serious group of college students con-

ducting @ scientific inquiry on the many locally reported UFO
phenomena. I have never appeared on a local radic program
on the subject of UFOs; although WSVA on Dec. 27 announced

the existence of this extracurricular group organized several

months earller at Eastern Mennonite College, as noted above.

Page 3: (a) “At no time during the thirty minutes of investi-

gation was the highway empty of cars.” This can be challenged,

for ail of us were intent on Sergeant Moody's Geiger counter,

2a be also was. No one was consistently observing the highway

traffic.

(®) Regarding Mr. Burns: “Without a thorough psychiatric

examination no positive conclusion regarding hallucination is

possible. The witness's reliability is not questioned.” This seems

like contradictory testimony. How can one consider a witness

rellable, {f one also suspects that he may have hallucinations?

But since Mr. Burns’ simple, frank testimony has through these
weeks been consistent and unshaken under sometimes severe cross-

questioning, even heckling, possibly it is not he who should have
a thorough psychiatric examination.

(c) The Air Force report states, as quoted above: “There

were no additional witnesses" to the Burns’ sighting, While it Is

true that at the time ofthe Air Force team’s visit we did not know
of any other persons who had seen the same UFO, yet two days
later Mr. Kersey Interviewed a 14-year-old high school boy, Ken-

neth Norton, of Staunton, whosawa large UFO traveling rapidly

over the city In the direction from which Horace Burns saw It

coming, This sighting by Kenneth occurred on the same day

just a few minutes before the landing seen by Burns. The boy

called to his mother to come to see the object. His parents cor-

roborate their son’s story as to date and time of sighting. A

fuller account of this and of the sighting in the air by another

father and son and still another man, of the UFO, apparently

immediately after it had left the landing site on Route 250, are

told in Reporter Kersey’s January 15 and 17 Richmond Times-

Dispatch articles. Sergeant Moody bad at least the article of the

17th as mentioned earlier, but, without looking into these reports

at all, he could blandly say, ‘There were no additional wit-

nesses.""

‘This paper does not exhaust the inconsistencies and dis-

crepancies in the Air Force report of its ‘'official investigation.”

One or two of those remaining the writer plans to take up with

Sergeant Moody personally, in addition to the ones noied in this

paper, but all of them together constitute strong proof that the

investigation and subsequent report were considerably less than

fair and open-minded. In consequence, a good many people in

the Shenandoah Valley feel that if other Air Force investigations

of UFO reports may be judged by this one, then the general rep-

utation that the Aerial Phenomena Section of the Air Force,
Project Blue Book, has on the subjectisby no means undeserved.

While on the whole wehavea very high regard for the United
~ States Air Force, its tremendous responsibilities for the safety

3

of our country, its capabilities, standards, and, by no means
least, its personnel, yet we cannot help feeling that the Aerial
Phenomena Section of the Foreign Technology Division would
do well to seriously overhaul its principles, its methodology, and
some of its personnel.

Attestation: I believe the above report by Dr. Gehman
is a complete and accurate statement of Mr. Horace

Burns’ UFO sighting and related matters.

Signed:

7 Ernest G. Gehman

Professor of German

Sponsor of UFO Investigators

Eastern Mennonite College

Harrisonburg, Virginia, USA

Signed:

R. Clair Weaver, President

UFO Investigators

Eastern Mennorite College

Harrisonburg, Virginia

Attestation: I have read this paper and can affirm that
itis a true and reliable report.

/

Signed: :
Horace Burns, Gunsmith

Grottoes, Virginiaae

P.S, Further confirmation: just as we go to press we learn that

several homes in the landing region reported the fact that at

about 5:00 p.m. on Dec. 21 their lights suddenly dimmed and

their radios and TV sets ceased functioning for several minutes.

‘The heads of these homes are saidto have told this in the factory

where they work.

GEH MAN'S VIEWS ALRED

Prot. Genman, who aiso is 4 miniter, chings there is possibly

some connection between the UFOs and the second coming of

Christ. Gehman believes ours is not the only inhabited planet.

NICAP AND KEYHOE

Prof. Gehman filed the report with NICAP. The news story

(Continued on Page 4)
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“ourse: Sanger ews, Vol 12, #1, March 1965

VIRGINIA SAUCER LANDING LEAVES HIGH RADIOACTIVITY: On Oecember

2lst, Horace Burns, a Harrisonburg, Va» gunsmith, was driving on Route 250 a

few miles east of Staunton, when he saw a UFO which he estimates to have been

125 feet in dismeter at ;— et ra

the base, and 75 feet in

height. The object was so

lerge thet he could not

see all of it when look-

ing et it through his car

windshield. As the object

crossed the road ahead of

him, "some sort of force”

wea exerted on the cer,

bacause the motor lost

its power temporarily.

The automobile stopped

deed es the UFO crossed

the highway and cease to

test in 5 meadow about -

100 yarde owey. It eos

cone-shaped, end its cir-

cular sloping sides rose

in six large rings that

diminished in dieeater to a dome on the top. All around the perimeter at the

bese of the-mochine-there wae a bluish glow in 5 band about a foot wide. There

were mo windows- or doors, and no evidence of seams of any sort. Mr. Burns

stood beside his car for a minute or two, ofter which the saucer rose up and

took off at very high speed in a northeasterly direction... After the UFO disap-

peared, the cer operated normally, as is the usual case in such incidents.

—SSSSSS sss ——_——5

rrisonourg, Virginia

December 1964
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Saucer News

‘tn our non-scheduled Newsletter #22 we gave the story of seven

teenagers who said they saw a little man from outer space near Staunton, Vas, |
boys. In our report we_

late li Ji A photograph was also taken by the
stated that the story "has all the earmarks of a hoax.” Now we learn that a/
local man named Donald Cash has admitted hoaxing the youngsters...lWe a

lso have

2 follow-up on the Virginia landing story on Page 18 of our March issue: The

industrial worker who, on.January/19th,), saw three 37-inch-high beings emerge |
from = landed UFO, now has-atteged}y-tean "hushed up" by the U. S. Government. }
When asked by local newspapers to confirm or deny this rumor, the man had no |

comment. Although his name was not released by the newspapers at first, we

have learned that he is William Blackburn, an employee of the General Electric |

CompanyeeeeIn regard to the “physical evidence” found along a New Jersey high-

way last November (as described on Pages 17-18 of our ffarch issue), over a
dozen subscribershave accepted our offer to send a sample of the material to

any person who has access to laboratory facilities. As yat, none of these peo~

ple have reported back to us with the results of any analysis. However, Paul

Hammer, a Chicago researcher, sent a sample to the U- S. Air Force, and re-

ceived a letter from Wright-Patterson dated February 24th, a copy of which was

sent to us. The Air Force (as was to be expacted) identified the material as,

nothing more mysterious than ordinary glass fibers.e.e



DEARBORN OBSERVATORY

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

Z NOIS 60201EVANSTON, ILLINO)

fib. zy (PS ‘£



y

TRGANTIC UFO LANDS HEAR STAGHION, Vie

(.evext prepared for tiational investigations Committee om Aerial
-henomena, «sashington, 3. oo

Sossibly the most remarkable sighting of an unidentified flying object

ever reported to have taken place in the chenandoch Valloy eecurred at
5 2.m. on onday, Dec-21, 1954. tx. torace Goms, living at vrottoes,

Yo., and conducting ea small gunshop business on Uorth Main street in

Harrisonburg, was driving his Mercury station wagon a few ailea cast of

Steumton on Seute 250 toward Waynesboro, when he saw a huge metallic
object coming out of the sky north of the hishway. As it credded toute

250 about 200 feet ahead of him, his motor stopped dead, “conked out” ae

be tells it , and his car seemed to coma to on unnaturally quick stop.

The UFO landed lig "like a bubble" in a gell meadew at a spot

about 100 yarda from the . es. Ena guided his car to the side
of the road, got cutand atoad besida it, ond stared in amazement ot the
guesome spectacle. What he say resenbied in shape an upside-down toy top,

the else of it was astamding. ‘It was 125 feet in diameter, at least,
‘80 to 90 fect high!" he declares. and besidesbeing generally cone=

ed, its cirmlar, sloping sides rose in about 6 large, concentric {
convolutiona that decreased diameterto a dome at the top.

Sithough in the gathering twilight Craftuman Borns could not be sure

o£ the exact mature ot the material of which it was made, it appeared to
be metallic, possibly of alumimm. le noted that ail around the perimeter

at the base of the monstrous machine there was a bluish glow in a band
about a foot, possibly 18 inches, wide. le could see no windows, doors,

portholes,or even scams anywhereon the object. hor did there seem to be
any sort of Landing gear; the vehicle had gently settled flat on its
bottom on the ground, although he noted that its underside was slightly curve:

2 _ the visitor fron outer svace rested on the meadow for from 60 to 90
seconds. and then with a'\whoosh' the sound no doubt caused by the air rushing
under it, it suddenly rose straight up for several Inmdrod feet and imme-
diately took off in a northeasterly direction at a speed mich greater than

when it crossed the highway from tha north the first tine, which br. Burns
estimates to have been about 15 miles per hour.

tea

FR
E

sSterit wes gone, Burns got into bis car again and was surprised to
fing, when he peessed the starter button, that there was nothing wrong with
the engine ami thet it started off at once. As he drove away he was evident],
very much excited and engroased in his thoughts about the apparition (as who
wouldn't be?}, for he camot recall seeing any other vehicles coming or go-

ing on outa 950 for possiblya mile. Out no doubt other cars on that busy
highvay wast have been halted by the UFO's tremencous magnetic field, and
other drivers sust have witnessed the sight; wa hope any ouch will make the
facet lnowe

orace Rama went hose and Burns the story of what he had

, but declared he would not ‘ 2ise. “They'd think ita crazy,”

t aid. Dut sis cays Later, whe ) of VSVA announced on the

& 2.4. newacast about the existence of { inveatigaters as an extra-

curricular cinub at castern lennonite Gollese, .rs. rns comvinced her

tisband that he should report hia exverience. Ja tald it on bonday to is.

Rico, vite imformed che imvestisators, who taced Ehe atery on Suescay as

rf. ocrns told it. on wednesday I ssde a greliminary testing #fef of the
area with a Geiger counter which revealed radia-activity of over 50,000

counts ver mémute. Jthia was 9 days after the UO had briefly rested there!

seen
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en interesting and unplanned corroboration of Horace Burns’ story,

me mention the fact that I found the exact landing area of the UFO by
myself with the Geiger counter. im. Burns had intended to accompany =e

to the spot, but when the hour arrived for us to go to the place four

miles east of Staunton (which is 23 miles south of Harrisonburg) he could
not Leave his gumshop until a certain dealer in West Virginia had come to

pick up a lot of guns which Burns had repaired for the dealer's customers
and which they had to have the next day to shoot out the old year and to

shoot in the new!

So tir. Burns told me how to find the meadow in whieh the object had
Landed and said he judged that the UFO had rested about 100 yards from

the highway. But he gave me no further directions. I found the meadow,

stepped off 100 yards along the west fence, and then went 10 steps farther.
Then with the Geiger counter turned on, I walked across the field eastward.

When I was about two-thirds of the distance across the meadow, the needle

started to rise and in the area from there about 45 steps eastward the

needle swung off the dial a number of times. I trailed the probe stick by
its flexible wire)in the dry grass and several times picked up highly

vadio-active particles that sent the needle off the dial. Even though I

walked far off the landing site, the needle would not return until I had
cleaned off the Geiger-Meller D450 tube with a cloth.

Fortunately, before I was halfway through this investigation Mr. Harry

Cook, a DuPont research engineer, and@Mr. Funk, a fellow engineer, while

driving home from the day's work, and having learned the day before that

the UFO had landed somewhere in that meadow, saw me there, stopped their

car, joined me, and corroborated my findings when they saw the evident
radio-activity revealed by the Geiger counter. (3ce Jan. 17 Times-Dispatch)
The Geiger counter I used is a Model 2612 Portable Survey Meter with a :
model p-15 probe. The Counter’s ranges are 0.2, 2, and 20 mr/hr coinciding
with 600; 6,000; and 60,000 counts per minute full scale with the p-15 probe.

The several times that i had evidently picked up radioactive particles, I
had the range set at 0.2, but the needle still stayed off the dial even
when I set the counter to the 2 and 20 ranges, and,as I said before, the

needle did not return to near zero until I brushed off the tube with ny

handkerchief. After I had uncovered the tube in the probe stick the second
time, to clean it off, I walked over the landing area with the probe stick
and exposed tube held about five feet from the ground. While I was doing

this, the needle wavered around the 17-18 milliroentgens per hour area.

The rays so registering were evidently striking the tube from various direc-
tions from the ground. And we noticed that when all three of us were near,

to look at the counter dial, our bodies seemed to shield out many of the

rays, so that the needle dropped bac considerably. ‘his would indicate
that the radiation was not of the gamma ray type, because gamma rays will
penetrate several feet of solid concrete, whereas a thin sheet of paper will
stop the alpha rays and something like a one-inch board will stop beta rays.

Om January 12 Technical Sergeant David Moody and Staff Sergeant Harold

Jones of tha Wright-2atterson Air Force Base, after telephone conversations

initiated by the Dayton, Chio, team, arrived to investigate the UFO Landi ng
of over three weeks earlier. Horace burns, Clair Weaver (student president

of the UFO Investigators of Eastern Mennonite College), and I accompanied

she Air Yorce officers co the landing site 33 miles south and back to Jar-

visonburg. Sergeant “oody had Mr. Burns tell the entire story or his
sighting, both on the way and on arrival at the place of the sighting. Also

he questioned me as to my investigation of the landing site and discovery
o£ the high radioactivity, To Mr. Dallas Kersey, reporter for the Richmond

Pimes-Dispatch, who joined us while we were/df work in the field, Sergeant
about to begin
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Moody said,"This is an musual sighting. It's not routine. If it was

routine, we wouldn't be here."

» As the now six of us walked into the field, still covered with four
inches o£ snow remaining from a six-inch fall of a few days before, it was

no Little gratification to me to see ix. Burns lead the group exactly to the

area that Mr. Cook, ii. Fumk, and I had found to be radioactive, and to hear

him say, "Here, Gentlemen, is where this fhing stood." This was the first
time Horace Burns and I had been near the place at the same time. a Beselen

| ina
Co-39 2,

Sergeant Moody, using a Model 2586 5 - BAirvey Meter, tested the

area (rather perfunctorily, we felt) a’ or LO spots, first scraping the
4 inches of snow aside each time with his tt. -twite, when the needle

started to rise, he ejaculated, "Uh!",quickly made some adjustment on his
Burvey Meter which caused the needle to return to zero, and then said, "See,
there's no radiation here!" On a third occasion (each of these witnessed

by at least three persons), when he poked his instrument too far into a
clump of grass (after he had kicked off the snow), several grass stubbles
“punctured the ‘thin grey plastic-like film om the*end of the meter- and this
time the needle shot up mich higher than before, before he could jerk back

the Meter and examine the damaged film. But again he made the adjustment,

lowered the Meter more gently and said,"There's no radiation here.¥ How=

ever, he acknowledged that the 3 rains and the 6 inches of snow that had

fallen,since the time of my investigation on December 30, could have dissi-
pated any sadioactive isotopes deposited there on Dec.21, depending on
their half-life, of course. The Sergeants both seemed sufficiently impressed

by all the facts they observed and heard related, that they said several
times that of the 532 UFOs reported in 1964 and investigated by the Air
Force (of which 16 were classified as unidentified or unexplained) this
could well result in being the 17th for 1964.

In view of ‘all these facts, when Mr. Burns and I each received our

3-page copy (dated January 27, 1965) of the Air Force report and findings

on the Dec 21 UFO Landing near Staunton, it was with considerable surprise

and dismay that we found that the Air Force had decided there had been no

such UFO sighting and landing. The report's concluding paragraph reads:

NCGONCLUSION It is believed that a vehicle of this size would
be observed by additional witnesses at the time and location of the

reported event. There were no additional witnesses. There was no
confirmation of radioactivity in the area. Grass and weeds ff¢7¢ haa
not been depressed. There was a total lack of any indication that a
vehicle had landed in the field. Investigation by Air Force person-

nel and subsequent analysis of the data collected fails to reveal

any evidence of an alleged landing." / ’

Apparently the honest, straightforward, detailed testimony by Horace

Burns, as to what he saw in the air, on the ground, and in the air again,
and its effect on the motor of his car, and my testimony, supported by two

technically experienced witnesses, as to the radioactivity of the Landing

site of the UFO, do not constitute evidence as far as the Air Force is
concerned.

Strangely missing from the greatly detailed, 3-page report from the

Air Force was any reference at all to the three rains end the 6 inches of
snow that had fallen on the area between December 30 and January 12, which

we reported to the Air Force team and which they could easily have verified

at the local weather statiop. The two sergeants were very mich aware of

the 4 inches Of snow still/pregentip EPESTERLE BUE,CORAR SUTAGR AE" EKe
total precipitation (8.7 inches of rain, 2.3 inches of snow water)jexactly 1



At 1000 hours, 11 Jan 1965, The Aerial Phenomena Section of the Foreign

Teclinology Division received a letter (attached) from a civilian regarding an

alleged landing of an unidentified flying object in Herrisonburg, Virginia on

21 Dec 64. The letter indicated that the witness's car had stalled and that

radioactivity was present in the landing area. This radiation had been veri-

fied by one bs, .-aate of Bastern Mennonite College. Upon receipt of this
letter a telephone call wes made to qgMMMMMTM to verify the alleged incident

and to determine if a check had been made on radiation. Wamguimee stated that

he had checked the area on 30 December with a geiger counter and that this check

showed redioactive returns.

In view of the report of radioactivity and car stalling it was decided that

an investigative team be sent from Wright-Patterson Air Force Base to conduct an
official investigation of the reported incident. At 1600, 11 Jan 65 TSgt David
N Moody and SSgt Harold T Jones departed W-P AFB for Harrisonburg, Virginia

(Orders Attached).

An investigation was conducted on 12 Jan 65 and the following information
was obtained. At 0900 a telephone call was made imehome and

Sgt Moody was informed that he was inclass at Eastern Mennonite College. Sub-

sequent contact was made and an appointment for an interview with the witness,

Mr Se and was arranged for 1330, 12 Jan. At 1330 Sgt Moody

and Sgt Jones arrived at gunshop at Ss in

Harrisonburg, Virginie. Shortly thereafter @gjTM—men and a student from Eastern

Mennonite College arrived. This party then departed for the area of the sighting.

The alleged landing site was on U S Route #250 between Waynesboro and Staunton,

near Fishersville, Virginia. During the drive of approximately forty-five minutes

the witness reported the essential details of his observation. Upon arrival

at the landing site pictures were taken of the area and the reported path and

description of the object were given by RS. (Copies Attached)

DESCRIPTION OF OBJECT

The object was reported as tremendous in size, about eighty to ninety feet

high end 125 feet in Giameter. The shape corresponded to a largeteehive.

(Drawing Attached). No color was reported, the object being described only as

dark. When asked if.colors of the cars and other objects could be identified,

Mr Burns stated that they could. He stated that the light condition at the time

of the sighting was such that colors of the cars and other objects could be identi-
fied. No features such as doors, windows, means of propulsion or other characteris-

tics were noted with the exception of a narrow band of light surrounding the

object about six feet from the ground. This band of light was about 12’ inches

in diameter which would have been above a man standing on the ground adjacent

to the object. No rays were noted and the light was described as florescent.

Mr jaa did not think the light could have been cuased by a heat source. It

was not similar to a welders torch or other flame. ‘This light did not change

in intensity. It was not an extremely bright light and the edges were sharply

defined.

MOTION OF OBJECT

Thi 2 object was first observed through the windshield in the upper left hand

st approached from the Nort Sane id2 h yr than a transmission
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waded in their low shoes for half an hour, although i had urged them,on
their long-distance call from Chio,to come prepared with galoshes.

Also missing from their report is any reference to the fact that two
research engineers (Messrs. Cook and Fimk, used to Geiger counter work),
had witnessed the radioactivity of the Landing area. Curiously, the ser-
geants evinced no interest in talking to these two engincers, both of whom
live within a few miles of the area. However, Sergeant Moody mentions in
his report that copies of several Richmond Times-Dispatch articles are at-
tached, including one written by Reporter Dallas Kersey on January 16 for
the Jamiary 17 issue. ‘Moody does not quote from the article, but he can
hardly have missed reading the following:

Nine days after Burns said he saw the 80 to 90-foot object,
Gehman took a Geiger counter to the site to check for radiation. He
knew that other reported UFO's have given off radiation.

¥ . Gehman got a"tremendously high reading" of radiation, and his
finding has been verified by H. My Cook of Staunton, a research-
engineer at Waynesboro's DuPont plant. Gehman "was having a tizzy
because the needle was all the way off the dial," said Cook, who
has had considerable experience with Geiger counters in his work.

"It was a hot area," Cook said. "ile spent 45 minutes in the
field trying to tone this reading down. We checked the radium dials
on our watches, even went over a small hill from the field, but
this was definitely an accurate reading. The only thing I can say
is that it was hot (radioactive)."

Another curious juggling of the facts appears near the bottom of page 2
as follows: (This refers again to the Air Force report)

"Examination of the field showed that grass and brittle weeds

stems had not been depressed or broken over any large area. There
was no indication that a large vehicle or object of any significant
weight had landed in the field."

of

How could they make such a statement, wnen the facts are that the res,
meadow, of good quality grass, had been mowed and there were no brittle” —
weed stems in the field anywhere, to be depressed of broken down? And as
for the grass, how could the Sergeants know that it had not been depressed,

since it was covered with 4 inches of snow when they were there? The
photograph, widely published, taken by Mr. Kersey of Sergeant Moody and
Horace Burns bending over the Air Force Survey Meter, eloquently proves

the prasence of at least 4 inches of snow.

Again, on page 3 of their report they refer twice to the reading I
had obtained on the Geiger counter, once that it was 60,900 counts per
minute, which is correct, but Later this is equated with "60,000 mr/hr on
the check by Dr. Gehman," but this would multiply the radiation I found
by 120. And they quote Major James Sproul as stating (apparently on the

basis of this misinformation) that such radioactive strength deposited on
December 21 should yielggda positive return on January 12, which is without
1 dowbt correct. But following on Major Sproul's statement, the report
says, ‘*. . . there is no alternative out to disregard the Geiger counter
returns taken by Or. Gehman." in this way they disposed of the problem

indicated by their opening sentence in their paragraph on radiation: ‘The

most pertinent fact in the alleged landing was the Geiger counter reading
taken by Dr. Gehman."
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Air Force

Two questions continually linger in my mind: First, was the/Beta-samma
Survey Meter really the proper inscrument to use, if the radiation might

} have been mainly or only of alpha rays? And, second, was their particular
instrument, which Sergeant Moody always held down close to the ground, rea

lly
designed to discover radiation in a wide, general area? Was it not rather
designed for use after the source of the rays has already been pretty defin-
itely pinpointed? (C£. photo on page 2 of Jan. 14 Richmond Times-Dispatch.)
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In this Air Force report there are a number of other curious err
ors

and misjudgments of fact, such as their saying that the Uro had cros
sed

Route 250"at an altitude higher than a transmission power line to the 
left

of the highway. These telephone (sic) poles are approximately 75 feet in
t. Descent of the object was at an angle and the object appeared to be

spinning slightly.” Now it happens that those Virginia Electric Power Com-
pany poles are declared by VEPCO personnel to be 34 feet in height, which
is not even half as high as was estimated by the Sergeants. If they had
missed this estimate by 5 or even 10 feet, it could be overlooked, but to

miss it by 40 feet’ is more than one hopes for from technically traindd
members of a responsible investigating team. And as to the "spinning" of
the UFO, we have heard Mr. Burns say repeatedly, as he said in answer to
Sergeant Moody's question that day, that he did not notice any spinning.

The report contains a number of other such discrenancies. For a quick
run-down of some of these, note:

Page 1: (a) Sergeant Moody called my home at 11 2:30 a.m. on Jan. 12,

instead of at 9:00 a.m. as he says in his report to his superiors. Small
matter? Perhapse. When he called at 11:30 he told Hrs. Gehman that they
had just arrived at a local motel and needed to shave and wash up and eat

before we could get together, which we did at 1:30.
(b) Deseribing the UFO: “The band of light was about 12 inches in

diameter."" He should have said "in width."

Page 2: (a) "The object roée straight up, tilted at an angle and shot

off into space e« .." Mr. Burns had told him: "shot off in a northeasterly
direction." It had come from the north.

(>) "Direction of departure was about sixty degrees to the right of its
approach." However, the angle between north and northeast is not 60 but

(c} "Dr. E. G. Gehman stated that he had contacted occupants of the

adjacent farmhouses and that they had seen or heard nothing.'/ Correct, but
since the Sergeants accepted and reported this fact, why not also my much ,
more extended testimony of the two research engineers who shared my Geiger
counter investigation with me?

(d) "r. Gehman is head of a local UFO Hobby Club and has appeared on

several local radio programs in the area."" The UFO Investigators are 2

serious group of colleze students conducting a scientific inquiry on the

locally reported UFO phenomena. i havenever appeared on a local radio

program on the subject of UFOs, although WSVA on y€6. 27 announced the exis-
tence of this extracurricular organization at Eastern Memonite College.

Page 3: (a) "At no time during the thirty ninutes of investigation was

the highway empty of cars." This can be challenged, for all of us were

intent on Sergeant Moody's Geiger counter, as he also was. Ne one was con-

sistently observing the highway traffic. Tones i] ; :
A : * eat { niatric examination
>) Regarding Mr. Burns: "Without a thorough psycb : : ’

no sociuive eoncinaion regarding hallucination is possible. SOE ee SGEAS ”
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reliability is not questioned." his seems like contradictory testimony.
How can one consider a witness reliable, if one also suspects that he may

have hallucinations? But since ii. Burns! simple, frank testimony has through
these weeks been consistent and unshaken under sometimes severe cross-ques-=-
tioning, even heckling, possibly it is not he who should have a thorough

psychiatric examination. vere no additional

(c) The Air Force report states, as quoted above: "There a¢¢/fd/pthes
witnesses" to the Burns’ sighting. While it is true that at the time of
the Air Force team's visit we did not know of any other persons who had seen

the same UFO, yet two days later Mr. Kersey interviewed a L4-year-old high-

school boy, Kenneth Norton, of Staunton, who saw a large UFO traveling rapid-

ly over the city in the direction from which Horace Burns saw it coming.
This sighting by Kenneth occurred on the sane day just a few minutes before
the landing seen by Burns. The boy called to his mother to come to see the

object. His parents corroborate their son's story as to date and time of

sighting. A fuller account of this and of the sighting in the air by another
father and son and another man,of the UFO, apparently immediately after it

had left the landing site on Route 250, are told in Reporter Kersey's Jan-

vary 15 and 17 Richmond Times-Dispatch articles. Sergeant Moody had at

least the article of the 17th, as mentioned earlier, but, without looking

into these reports at all, he could blandly say, 'There were no addstional

witnesses."

This paper does not exhaust the inconsistencies and discrepancies in
the Air Force report of its “official investigation;' one or two of which
the writer plans to take up with Semgeant Moody personally, but all of th

together constitute strung proof that the investigation and subsequent/¥e
considerably less than fair and open-minded. in consequence, a good many

people in the Shenandoah Valley feel that if other Air Force investigations

of UFO reports may be judged by this one, then the general reputation that
the Aerial Phenomena. Section of the Air Force, Project Blue Book, has on

the subject is by no means undeserved.

While on the whole we have a very high regard for the United States Air

Force, its tremendous responsibilities for the safety of our country, its
capabilities, standards, and, by no means least, its personnel, yet we can-

not help feeling that the Aerial Phenomena Section of the Foreign Technology

Division would do well to seriously overhaul its principles, its methodology,
and some of its personnel. Cinch elena:

Signed = C
Ernest G. Gehman

Professor of German

Sponsor of UFO Investigators
Eastern Mennonite College
Harrisonburg, Virginia, USA
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23 February 1965

Major Hector Quintanilla

Foreign Technology Division

Box 9494 ¥

Wright Patterson Air Force Base

Dayton, Ohio

Dear Major:

I am enclosing a toasted copy of a APRO bulletin. Please notice the reported

Holloman Air Force Base case. This is the sort of case which prompts charges of

Air Force secrecy, and I feel that it would be very wise to track this one down

to itslair if at all possible. Apparently there was some conversation between

the bomber pilot and the tower which the radio amateur accidentally overheard,

put things like that can't get nipped in the bud at the very beginning. It gives

an awful lot of grist for the mill of APRO, etc. I don't know what can be done

at this late date, but at the very least, the radio amateur and the newspaper

reporter should be contacted to see just what the original stimulus was.

I am also enclosing a toasted copy of a note from Mr. AP ;.. wes the
one who reported the Toledo case which was rather similar to the Monticello

case. TI have asked him to get some pictures made of the terrain around there

at a nominal cost if necessary.

Reference 18 August 1964, 200 miles east of Dover (Atlantic); would it be possible

to get the names of the crew members concerned? I would like to write to them

and have each one give me a completely independent statement and drawing of what

they reportedly saw. If this can be done, we may be able to take this off the

unidentified list. Avparently these people were between two cloud decks and

saw an object approaching them, It might have been a relatively stationary

yalloon which they were overtaking and passed. Since everything over the Atlantic

is carefully checked by radar, this is a puzzler, and it would be very interesting

to get the comments of the individual crew members. I would like to find out how

bright the object appeared and also whether they ever saw it to the rear of the

plane.
Sea

| Iast Sunday I took occasion while loafing around to eall this
| t stern Mennonite College in Harrisonburg,c f 2. s % 2,

H oe will remember, that Dave and Sgt. Jones investigated. I also called

van professor

because I wanted to get straight on two points. ne was how they would

explain the fact that no one else on a well traveled road would not have see

the object and aso by talking to get a possible line on their personality qu

of couae completely clean bill of health which,

¥ ea little spleased with the cor

m Dave kept settin, x FO zero W a

also wanted to know how, when the ground was covered with four inches snow,

Dave’ could say categorically, that there were no traces of anything having lended.

k

t
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The field is apparently mowed, and he maintains that even without the snow @

landing in a stubble field would be hard to detect. He also said that there

were several other witnesses, but they did not want their names used. I told

him that it would be very important to get the testimony of such witnesses be-

cause otherwise it wes his word egainst the rest of the world. He said he would

continue to investigate. He also said that he would send me a copy of the

report he turned in to NICAP. When I get it, I shall send you a toasted copy.

Gamen's feeling about the well-traveled road was simply that the road is not

always well travebi and furthermore even if there had been cars and other wit-

nesses that in all probability no one would have wanted Jo say anything about

it for fear of ridicule. He pointed out that it took six days to make

his initial report! So one can take that for what it is worth, ‘~

When I talked to @MMMB leter in the day, he seemed a little too positive for my

blood and a little too belligerent. I tried to trip him up on some fact, such

as where he had said he originally saw it, however, and he inveriably corrected.

He said that there were no other cars on the road at the time, but, of course,

in his excitement, I doubt that he would have noticed had there been a whole

caravan. I think we need a psychiatrist here. What does a person need to eat

to see a traveling beehive? Nonetheless, this will be one of NICAP's select

cases. They simply will not believe the"psychological category" classification.

So mich for that.



Letter fron Q#Mmmmyr, 6 Jan 65

Orders Directing TDY to Harrisonburg, Va

Drawing of Object

News Clippings

Map of Area

Miscellaneous Materials

1. Photos of Area

2. Geiger Counter Check

3. Various Notes and Letters



Broadway, Virginia

January 6, 1965

U.F.0. Investigation Office

Wright Patterson Air Force Base

Dayton, Ohio

Gentlemen:

I have a good friend at Eastern Mennonite College in

Harrisonburg, Virginia, @NMMED, who is interested

in U.F.0.'s. He told me that on December 21, 1964, a

Mr. = was traveling on the highway between Staunton and

Waynesboro about 5P.M.. when his car suddenly stalled and

as he drifted to a stop off the payment a large flat bottomed,

circular and dome shaped object passed directly overhead,

crossing the highway and gently settled to earth about 100

yards away. He judged the object to be about 125 feet in

diameter.

I have no more details of the shape; however, he said

it had a grey-blue glow around the perimeter. It sat there

about 30 seconds and suddenly rose and left the area heading

toward the mountain at a terrific speed. He got back in his

car and the motor started promptly so he drove away very

shaken up.

This is probably routine to you, but the significant

point is that Qymm@elamgF acquired a Geiger counter from the

college, took LED onc had him show him the area. This

was on December 26, 1964. The Geiger counter showed intense

radioactivity in the spot where Mr. @MilllmTM saw the object
land. No doubt the area is still radioactive.

Or. Gehman did not say what type of rays were present,

but this should be of some help to you.



wre has in Harrisonburg, Virginia.

on the faculty at Eastern Mennonite

‘college, Harri sonburg, Virginia.

Please acknowledge receipt of this l
etter.

irginia 22815
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landing and obtained a reading on the geiger counter which he indicated had

a count of 60,000 counts per minute. Highway 250 has heavy traffic. At no

time during the thirty minutes of investigation at the landing site was the

highway empty of cars. There was constant traffic adjacent to the landing site.

indicated that he would forward his investigative data and informa-

tion on the geiger counter returns obtained by him. Further, this information

was requested in a letter from this office (TDEW) on 19 Jan 65 (Copy Attached.)

The time of the sighting was reported as after dark during twilight.

Lights were on Mg car and on the other cars am the highway. Sunset for

21 Dec at 38° N was approximately 1645. Allowance should be made for the mountains
and horizon to the West. The end of astronomical twilight on the night of 21 Dec

was 1519. Apparent right Ascension of the Moon on 21 Dec at 1730 was approximately

8 hours, 441 minutes with a declination of plus 22° 6 min placing the moon below
the horizon in the East, rising about 1930. On 21 Dec the moon was in full phase,

however, since the moon was below the horizon it did mt add to illumination of

the area. Time of the sighting is estimated as shortly after 1700.

ANALYSIS

Radiation: The most pertinent fact in the alleged landing was the geiger

counter reading taken by peg. 9 days later. On 18 Jan 65 Project personnel
consulted Major James Sproul, specialist in radiation. Major Sproul stated that

radioactive isotopes deposited on 21 Dec 6% and yielding returns with a strength

indicated in a news article, (60,000 mr/per hour on the check ». would

yield a positive return on 12 Jan. Since the geiger counter used by i stigetors

trained in its use and was in good working order there is no alternative but to

disregard the geiger counter returns taken by Baggillih.

CONSIDERATION OF POSSIBLE HALLUCINATION, PRANK OR A HOAX

a. During the conversations, interview and subsequent trip to the alleged

landing area the witness appeared normal. He exhibited no indications of suffering

from mentel disorders. Without a thorough psychiatric examination no positive
conelusion regarding hallucination is possible. ‘The witness's reliability is

not questioned.

b. Possibility of a prank or trick being played upon <7: considered,
since he is head of the local The particulars of the sighting

such as car stalling and radiation and an alleged landing give rise to this

speculation, however, no connection was established between Ji—_eiyggamTMmend Rios,

to account for this possibility. This cause (prank) is considered remote.

c. Possibility of a hoax was considered. There is no apparent motive.

It seems unlikely that <tqgmmmmg would expose himself to ridicule if the sighting

were determined to be a hoax.

CONCLUSION

It is believed that a vehicle of this size would be observed by additional

witnesses at the time and location of the reported event. ‘There were no additional

witnesses. There was no confirmation of radioactivity in the area. Grass and

ad not been depressed. There was a total lack of any indication that a

field. “Inves \ir Force perso: and suosec

3 e data c ted fails to rf evidence of an ed landing.
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“Far ge UFO Reported
= e8sre S| 4

| Shh gasesSightedin Augusta__| S| bretag 5
aarti, os ny a ae bet Se S5- =:

By Dallas M. Kersey to's Engine Stalled... | | Sergeant Moody said it is pos- B zp 8F25
Times-Dispatch News Bureau| ,, srt" Paine Staled----} ‘ible that the radiation, if there fe eye
FISHERSVILLE, Jan. - 12—| 099 feet ahead of him, his. car's) W@8* any, could have worm off - sis 7

‘The reported sighting of a 80- % by now. This rules out the ex- onngine cut off ‘just “as it Td
10-80 foot unidentitied flyingi Soars otgos” TheUFO landed istence of certain types of ray
ject near here brought a tworlin the field about 100 yards| diation, he said.
man-air force investigating from him.-He: got out ‘of his ‘The ‘two. servicemen, : Burns,
team here-Tuesday to~the sitelits took at thaveratt ‘which pH Gehman and a student ape
where the object is believed:to mbled ‘an «upside-down icell ern Mennonite spent about ‘one-

have-lapded.. But there wasinollcream cone. ‘It was 125 feet} halfjhour Tuesday walking ove!
tentenees that the object:Rad)|i,-aiameter, at least, and 80.to| peared where paren eale os ;
een there:~ pate | : feet high,"”’ said’ Burns: ww) the aircraft‘land. The field

‘The unidentified flying: ob ig fsTnobe curegels wal oA ‘covered with snow, 2 re
(UFO) was: reportedly ‘seen 'B¥iiterial ‘the object. was: madejal-) - After Burns saw the UFO he} bo
Horace Burns a gunsmith WhOlimough it looked like spun alum-| told. his wife..about it but.del) |. s
lives’ at Grottoes, on December}iinum, he said. Around the per-{ cided not to mention it to any-\ |
21 while driving to Waynesboro-l|imeter of the base of the ma-] ‘one -because- "they'd think I'm ee
No one else has reported seeing! chine there was a band of blu-{ jerazy."” However, six days later} 1
the object. ish glow about a foot wide. It! 'hy coincidence, The Times-Dis-
After a field inspection with}inad. no visible windows or] |patch carried an article about}

a Geiger counter, air force Sgt-lidoors, he said. iGehman’s UFO club, Burns}.
David Moody said only that}! “the UFO rested in the mead-| heard about it indirectly and|
there is no radioactivity now: ‘ow about ‘one_to_.one. and.one-| |told Gehman the entire story.
the area where Burns said

craft landed. He did not ruleliiy'sy Sergeant Moody said he: has
ase perpen’\-4,no explanation for the strangel}

could have been Tadlaton eam iy for several hundred feet. and| happenings:. “I. wish. 1. did.nft|
ler. et me “off-in- a” northeasterly di-|would certainly ease | Mr,

Burns’. sighting of the UFO} rection at a very fast speed. It] Burns,’ he saidy
was ‘reported to the air force*in}} made only a_ soft “whooshing; Normally all such reports are
a letter from a resident’ of. this} sound,” he said. first investigated by officials:

area of.the Shenandoah: valleys) was then. able to. restart] from the nearest air force base,

Sergeant. Moody said “he» could} his’ cart Burns Said he was} still] but Moody said this was of such
not disclose the name of the! Scii¥hocked at'seeing the ‘objéct| Aaan unusul nature that it was

person:.Reports of — sightit he ‘cannot ‘recall whetherany|de¢ided to check it directly.| !
have to be filed with the~ other cars: came by while thejOnce he has completed his ine
force: before they are investi]! object was cn. the round. vestigation here, he will return

gated, he. said., & 4: 4 “Zero Report”) 4] to Wright-Patterson to sSp0rs on

SergeantMonde neaded the| Seteant Moody said that ab] ayy eal
; though his office had 16 out of}, 7%¢ investigators said thal

two-man;team from Wright-Pat 300:-reports last for which during Project Blue Book's. 17-

tersom Air Force Base, Dayton! they could not find anewers,( Seer history, only 7.7 per cent
Ohio, who investigated the Tey Doct Biue Book has hadOf the reported cases “ro
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his findings:

ported sighting along U..S. FAH) soe reports like this. It does}unidentified. .
250) east. of here in. an o} ‘

meadow: near: the entrance Bokiconform, with aby. known T
U
S
.

:

the Woodrow Wilson Rehabilit 3 hate voraiex ee5 : *Btnest Gehman, professor:of wart |
Us ter in Augusta count¥-}) German at Eastern: Mennonit . : f=
This.is an unusual ‘sight ea pi gry

College’ at Harrisonburg> wholf ~ ~~

Sponsors a UFO investigators’)

club at the school, said\ he was} ”

contacted about—Burns' sight-}|,
pas several days oe the oer

nce,

He visited the site es Decenr|'
fic 30 to take @ radiation read-
ing with a Geiger counter. He}

had heard that in other areas!

of the country where similar ob-

jects have been sighted the

ground was found radio active.)

4. knocked the thing. (needle)|
off the dial,’’ Gehman said in-|

dicating a high concentration of

ard Waynesboro about 5 p.m,j radiation. He--said~his.-meter|

on*Monday,.December 21, when} registered over 60,000 counts per,

he isampcm Jarge:cmievallig. object Talnute, Sieg

Ae

ing,” said Sergeant Moody, who’
has had. four years Rites

tinder what is called Pro;

t Bite Book.

During his four years with!

Project Blue Book, Sergeant

Moody "said he has never run}

‘cross-an object of the shap

sseribed byBurns. 7

Burns said he was driving to- Su
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Virginia Sheriff Warns2. ee

JOURNAL HEM AU sia)
Monday, Feb, }, 1965

RICHMOND, Va, —(AP)—At
sdeast one Virginia sheriff thinks

P'it’s’ okay -ta watch for flying

Saticers in the skies. Just don't

Eshgot-the {ittle green men ree
} Ported accompanying them.

“This thing has gotten com-

o letely out of hand,” says Shere

fff? John E, Kent of Augusta

= County. “It is now dangerous

to county residents.”

z ~ Almost daily, Virginians are *

reporting unidentified flying

objects (UFO) in several

parts of the state, And some

-cluim they have seen little

“Martian (Cy pes wandering

round on the ground.

‘Anyone can go out at night,""

ays Kent, “‘And see reflections

§ in the sky! But anyone carrying
* firearms in the county without

food reason will be dealt with

ecording to the Jaw.

Beside, he adds, even if crea.

tires from space have landed—

S*Who's got the right to mow

them down?”

Even the Air Force has gotten

Into the act. lt discounted

any evidence confirming exist-

ence of either flying saucers or

little green men, But, for the
“record, a spokesman adds!

“Our cases are never closed

until the reported objects are

sufficiently identified.” t

Last week a pastor added

his name to the growling list

of persons reporting sightings.
The Rev. 1. Preston Kobin-

son, pastor of the Chithowie,

Watch UFO's, Just Don’t.

Shoot At Little
HS

b on me.

+ small, green man near a rural

i

Green Men
Va. Chureh st God, said’ be
saw @ flying .saticer oversij»

downtown Marion. “It stoppe

600 feet aboye the ground,"+
he: said, “and had a round:
shaped bottom from wi

several lights showed." () 3

After one ‘reported sargen..
landing, professor ErnestGels *
man of Eastern Mennonite ;

College In: Marrisonburg,{=
checked the site with a Geiger
counter Dec. 20, He reported

# high radiation level,

Gunsmith Horace Burns, of

Grottoes reported in detail’ the

sound one flying saucer made>

when he saw it land in Augusta:

county. F

“It made a soft, whooshing’
sound,” he said. B

And at Staunton last Tues:&
day night, three boys said=
they . saw-and . chased —@

road. He was described as

three and a half feet tall, | —

The little green man was

probably none other than :

ald Cash, whose in-the-flesh)}

statistics are somewhat more.

sizable — five-foot-eight, 190

pounds, Pea:
Cash, 36, decided to lend

substance to the UFO craze

by donning blue (not green)
overalls and a leather cap and

pushing his hair straight up, 4

Now’he's not so sure it was

the right move. Some youngs-

ters spotted him in a field, he

said, and tried to run him down,

He outran them,

“But it shook me up,” he

said, “I didn’t know what they

would,do if they got their hands

2

eea

$$$
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. HARRISONBURG — Horace!
Burns told a crowd of several

hundred people ‘at Eastern Men-}

nonite College auditorium {las
Ge about his sighting» off
“flying saucer’ on Dec. 21a}
~ Burns, a Grottoes\gunsmith,
said he saw the object’ nea

Fishersville as. he was. driving
from Staunton to.Waynesbo:

-.He described the object
ooking like an “old-fashi
beehive, with six concentr
Fings from bottom to top.3

WHEE

‘In Washington, Burns’

description was termed “p:
typical” by Richard Hall, acty

ing director of the National In
vestigating Committee on

al, Phenomenon.

“-Hall said Burns’ report:

his car engine stopped when}
the saucer passed: in front, of]

him is also fairly common.’<4
oy ; “This electro-magnetic. effect}

as been repoi eral

“,j times,” Hall said, in reports: 0
Gi unidentified flying ob b jects}
7 (UFO) and that the first.

report was made in 1957.
- UFO reports -are becom!

Tore numerous, Hall said, th
latest having reportedly been

Seen Monday over Washington)
by six peopie. A naval air s

+ion tracked am object by rad:

Dec. 29 and reported it was
traveling 4,800. miles #n hour,
she added. +
= Prof. Ernest Gehman of East
‘ern Mennonite College: told: the}
¢rowd at Harrisonburg that
least four other people-saw the}
same UFO that Burns reported,
but are reluctant to make pub-|
lie statements for fear of ridi
cule, one i
‘Gehman said. he received’ al
telephone cail yesterday from a}

Staunton man whose: son ‘sup

josediy saw the object Burns
described.

The boy made a sketch, which
closely resembled. Burn’s de-

seription, Gehman said.
4 * *

Burns said the object was!

dark-colorea and. appeared. to}

be metallic but he could not be;

certain. There were no obyious:

doors. or windowsonthe: craft,|
he said. & atrae2

“17Novseattis Were visible and al-
Tthough:-there--was: no. apparent
means of control or guidance, he
said he was certain it had in-
Ptelligent direction.: The .UFO
Sjanded, Burns said, in a field}
*near_ the Woodrow Wilson. Re:
“Habilitation Center at Fishers

®t rested on the ground for
bout one-and-a-half minutes},

en rose slowly in the air for
‘several hundred feet then sud-}
denly shot off at a 90 degree}!
turn to the northeast at a very

and said it was as biz.as two

ordinary houses. -
ee + i

{Several hundred persons filledj)\
the seats at the Eastern Men-}
tionite College auditorium andij
ee stood in the aisles to hear}
e report,- + ws

Burns. withstood a barrage of}
estions—som e indicating? a}!

great deal of skepticism with-
out contradicting his story. TM
ctaft settled on the field “as!
Ughtly as a bubble.” When the!

fhe gunsmith said, is

“grats he didn't, Investigate b
Id after. the object-depai

Prof. Gehman said he» ©
amined the landing area with.
Geiger counter and found it*t
be highly radioactive, One area,/
he said, caused the needle ta
i= off the register and he!
ad to take the plate glass off}

to clean-it before he could Li
gin measuring the radiation. The!

needle again jumped off the rego

ister, the professor said, and
upon closer examination foun
that a piece of radioactive grass}

less than an inch long was caus-

ing the needle to react so radi-

cally. : “
Prof. Gehman again adjusted]

the. needle, he said, and then’
walked over the area holdin
the; counter five feet off the
ground: and it’)still register

very high. ack ”

Man\Tells Of

, on the left side of Burns’ auto-

mobile. ‘

“passed over him

\Teluctant to report it.

~| us somet

isigmicant to the. hum;

sightings,

d.jthe second coming of Christ. He

said that the faculty thinks this

e€

ore UFO.

WAYNESBORO (AP)— Threg
time of their investigation. ||more -sightings of unidentified
However, the airmen reported! |flying objects’ (UFO) in the

a significant radiation reading!’

ruax’ team of Ait Force investi-
‘wators from. Wright-Patterson!

Rin Base, Dayton, Ohio, came
tq’ Fishersville Jan. 7 to study|
the:case but found no evidence!
of; radiation inthe area—some!)
of radiation ye

three weeks’ after the’ sighting! ‘ —yaalng ai

The Air Force specialists iad AT ~towever that thesSree | Ax e€ Repor ted
could have dissipated between eee, 7

the time of the landing and the|

t Mrs: Marguerite Bolton
Waynesboro said today she sa

| a round, orange-colored objec

Burns said when (the object
im he

he has: al big caphides prongs in the!
i i i |, sky as she rode home in

ries0 Cou coute an mpm She aide cares
i so saw the object.

Peer told i erg ada ts Lester Hogshead family
at least three other people who} of F Pole gs Teported it}
sighted the object but have been) 50 fei Me a .m. on U.S|

“T think itis a tragedy that) <

people are so reluctant to te!
thing whi uld be so Ported Th

ea man 5 ce, ensued UFO at about 4:40 p.m
260+" Dec. 21.

- ie same day Hor-

ace» Burns of Grottoes said hej|
Fark a object land beside. U.S.!

ea cance to «between . Waynesboro - and})
poet See Gehman Staunton. Burns, who did not}!

ssibly foretell|eport. the sighting for several
y |weeks, said tie object—which||

looked like an upside down ice]!
cream cone—landed in.a mead-
ow for/a minute or so then
\took off at a high rate of speed.
' Last night &year-old Bruce!
Hogshead ran into his home andi
asked, “Mama, do you want to}

e are not be-isee a flying saucer?” The fam-
Ee! _ ily went into’ a woods. about a

quarter of a mile away and)
watched the UFO for about fiv
minutes.

The parents and five children}
are reported to have watched |

the bright object hover above
the ground for five minutes.||
Then, like a “snap of the fin-||
ger,” it diSappeared:

, Young Norton said he saw the}
vbject last month irom his bed-)'
room window. His faraily with-
held information until Burns

reported: his gghtin =|

help feeling’thereis!

it could

juoted a age from the New;
estament which said there willl
be signs in the heavens before

Christ returns to earth. ,
Werner Will, assistant Ger-

man teacher at the college,

isa big hoax. Wi
hind it at all?”

samexdayy
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power line to the left of the highway. These telephone poles are approximately

75 ft in height. Descent of the object was at an angle and the object appeared

to bé spinning slightly. No sound was heard. The car of the witness stopped

as though the car had ran out of gas. The car proceeded about 50 ft down the

road and Mr Burns pulled the car to the side of the road. The object crossed

the road about 100 yrds in front of the car and lended in a field to the right

about 100 yds from the highway. Total time of the landing portion of the reported

observation was approximately 15 seconds, plus or minus five. ‘The object was

reported to have landed in a field and remained there in excess of one minute

but less than two minutes. Mr Burns got out of the car, walked around to the

front of it and stood on the side of the road and looked at the object. At no

time was any sound heard. The object rose straight up to an estimated altitude

of about 200 ft, tilted at an angle and shot off into space, disappearing in a

matter of a few seconds. Direction of departure was about sixty degrees to the

right of its approach. A whoosing sound accompanied departure. There was no

exhaust or contrail noted.

CHECK FOR RADIATION

A thorough geiger counter check of the area was made. At no time was a

reading obtained to indicate any radioactivity above normal background radiation.

The dial on the watch of the college student with Sliggimen indicated a reading

of 1.5/mr. Subsequent to return from Fishersville the car of Mr FXaaRemmiigggns
was checked with the geiger counter also. (59 mercury station wagon). The

only reading obtained was a reading on the left rear door similar to the returns

from the students wrist watch (1.5/mr). ‘The check for radiation was made with

a Model 2586, Beta-Gama Survey Meter, manufactured by the Nuclear-Chicago Cor-

poration, serial number 1203. ‘This instrument had been calibrated and was in

good working order. On 15 Jan 65 this instrument was checked for accuracy and

a calibration check on report number 034223 was made and the geiger counter found

to be in good working order. The range of the instrument is 0-2500 mr/hr.

PUBLIC RELATIONS

During the investigation at the dleged landing site, Mr Dallas M Kersey

news reporter from the Shenandoah Valley News Bureau, P 0 Box 846, Staunton,
Virginia arrived at the site. A copy of an article under his byline furnished

to the Richmond Times Dispatch appeared on the following day and a subsequent

article carried on 16 January 1965. Copies of these articles are attached.

ADDITIONAL DATA

Examination of the field showed that grass and brittle weeds stems had not

been depressed or broken over any large area. There was no indication that a

large vehicle or object of any significant weight had landed in the field. Dr

Qu stated that he had contacted occupants of the»adjacent houses

and y had seen or heard nothing. 3 :

i has appeared on several local radio programs in the area. It was because

of one of these radio programs that is stated that he had revealed his

observation. The object had been observed on 21 Dec 64 by Mew’ hc
contacto Cia on 29 Dec. On 30 Dec SHQQMMm went to the area of the alleged



Broadway, Virginia

January 6, 1965

U.F.0. Investigation Office

Wright Patterson Air Force Base

Dayton, Ohio

aeGentlemen: i‘
I have a good friend at Eastern Mennonite College in

Harrisonburg, Virginia, -COiMiioieignens whg is interested
in U.F.0.'s. He told me that on December 21, 1964, a
Mr. i was traveling on the highway between Staunton and

Waynesboro about 5 P.M.. when his car suddenly stalled and

as he drifted to a stop off the payment a large flat bottomed,

circular and dome si.aned cbject passed directly overhead,
crossing the hichwe nc gently settled to earth about 100

yards away. * J 9 «. the object to be about 125 feet in

diameter.

I . + tse Getails of the shap2; however, he said

it had . «*. -Diue giow around the per:set-r. It sat there

about $5 seconds and suddenly rose and icf: "he area heading

toward the mountain at a terrific speed. He rt back in his

car and the motor started promptly so he drove away very

shaken up.

This is probably routine to you ~ she significant

point is that Saal, acquired a vc: counter from the
college, took Mre@mmmmps and had him sno. - m the area. This

was on Decemc=- = 964. The Geiger < er showed intense

radioactivity .> <> sot vhere ima, the object
land. No doubt the area is still radros.civ..

wee cis not say what type or + -ere present,
but this should be of some help to yo ,



Se, Eastern Mennowite College,
Harrisonburg, Virginia

WMPone phone



OFFici;, Mj Fea Te

FID (THEW)
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 45433 y
19 Jamary 1965. ay

check for radioactivity shou]d be reviewed. Consultation with

experts in the field of radiation indicates that radiation

deposits on 21 Dec 64 and giving a count indicatedby you on
If possible we would



tt: 2 ee: ‘° Harrisonburg, Virginia.
Or. is on the faculty at Eastern Mennonite

College, Harrisonburg, Virginia.

Please acknowledge receipt of this letter.

roadway, Virginia 22815



¥rD (TDEW) ; i
Wright-Patterson APB, Ohio 45433
27 Jemary 1965 {

Teport on this observation for your information.

DAVID MOODY 1 Atch ;
USAF : Rpt on Harrisonburg
» Aerial Phenomena Branch 21 Dec 64 sighting



[+ Yorktown) aaah
DERN poe He

“ ‘ pe

im

ANDERSON
— a

ONC 358

ns) re)y .

§ I Jans casiLEGEND

RELIEF PORTRAYAL

Elevations ore in feet. HIGHEST TERRAIN elevation

is 6212 feet located at 36°08'N 82°07°W

TERRAIN CHARACTERISTIC TINTS

relief are devoid of tint){oreas of unrelia!

Ca

ad(C
~ RELATIVELY LEVEL

Land forms are shown by contours, three dimensional

shoding, and terrain color tints. Green indicates

fot or relatively level areas in the lower elevations.

Flat areas at higher elevations, such as plateaus,

‘are shown by a yatlow/green. The light buff ond

yellow colors indicate hilly and rolling to mountain:

ous terrain, Two bands of yellow are used ot higher

elevations to help identify mountain ranges and/or

critical tops.

CONTOUR INTERVAL

1000 feet with intermediates at 500 feet

Auriliaries are shown at intervals of 100 feet)

Contour

Dashed contours indicate approximote alignment

SPOT ELEVATIONS

Elevation and position accurate, maximum

Intermediate Auxiliory

vertical error 100 feet. +9009

Position accurate, maximum possible vertical

error 200 feet x «0099

Approximate or doubtful locations are in-

dicated by omission of the point locotor

{dot or x").

cal elevation... .. 0000

lake elevation 0

Strecm elevation ..

MAXIMUM ELEVATION DATA

Maximum elevation figures, centered in the area

bounded by ticked fi gitude and latitude,
indicate the HIGHEST TERRAIN ELEVATION within

that area. These figures include the maximum

possible vertical error of elevations, BUT OO NOT

INCLUDE ELEVATION OF VERTICAL O8STRUCTIONS

ay,

HH]

MAXIMUM ELEVATION FIGURES ARE OMITTED IN

UNSURVEYED AREAS AND AREAS WHERE RELIEF

INFORMATION IS INADEQUATE,

3100 feet ot 6100 feet 61
(estimated)

CULTURE BAS

5B:

{

Towns and vil!ayes

eatures rom

{unillustrated)

led symbol indicates drivesin th

Oval lane and other roads eae

sor trails a

sItiple and single track RR... +
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By Dallas M. “Kersey!
Times-Dispatch News Bureau

STAUNTON, Jan. 16—A short,
stout middle-aged man was at a

hardware store in Staunton four
days before Christmas: buying
supplies «for the. gunshop. he!
owns in Harrisonburg, At 4:30
p.m. he left the city headede:
on U, S.Rt 250 on the way: to.
his home at.Grottoes. °¥

About eight miles out of Staun-
ton one-half hour later, Horace

Burns said he noticed a gigantic
dark object floating in from. the

north, cross Rt. 250 about 200

feet ahead of him and land

ently in a field “‘like a bubble’’

for several seconds before taking
off at a tremendous. rate of
speed. {
Surns said the object appart

ently caused the engine of his

ar to stop.

Burns, was: ‘‘astonished” ‘at

the time=He told his wife about

it but the family decided to,

keep the story a. secret “he-

cause I thought people would:

think I'm crazy." But after hear-

ing of other similar ‘sightings,

of unidentified flying objects

(UFO's) in- the Shenandoatr val-

ley he decided to Mk his story,

publicly.

Since the episode was

ut he also has believers, many)

{ whom doubted the exist-

ence of UFO's in the past.

| UFO Club

One: of his most ardent he-;

levers, for good reason, is Er-'

nest-Gehman, professor of Ger-|

tan at» Basiern Mennonite Col-'

SOSelub-at-the. college: which

astigates= stories similar! to
Burns.’

r Burns said

W-foot object,

iger counter

te to check for radiation!

w. that othep reported

havergiven off radiatiér

trp es

Some Believe,
pela a tome

jaccurate reading. The

except for a slight

visible dours,, or.

saidy ts

padnceaR

Gehman got a “tremendously
high. reading” of radiation, and)

his finding has been verified by|

H. M. Cook of Staunton, a re-

search engineer at Waynes-|

boro's. Du. Pont plant.. Gehman

“was having a tizzy ‘because

the needle was. all'the way off

the dial,” ‘said Cook, who ‘has
had considerable experience with|

Geiger’ counters. in his’ work.

| {Tt was a» hot jarea,!’ Cook
pala “We spent:45) minutes. in
the field trying to tone this read-

ing down. We checked the ra-!

dium dials on our watches, éven|
went over a smail hill from the

field, but this was definitely anj

_only|

thing I can say is that it. was!

hot (radioactive).”

To Test Soil

Gehman said he plans to take

samples of the soil in the field

in the next few days for labora-|

tory. tests.

Last Tuesdy, 22 days after

Burns’ sighting, the air force!

sent two men here from Wright-

Patterson Air Force Base, at!

Dayton, Ohio, to investigate a

report’ they had gotten of the

UFO in a letter from a valley

resident. The air base is head-
quarters for project Blue Book’

which investigates sightings of
UFO's reported {fo the air farce.

After a Somniauie Tunes
tion. in- the: fled with ie

Geiger counters, the servicemen!

| being there. }reached the conclusion that
there is no,radiation in the field.
They. could give Burns no ‘ex-|
planation for what he saw, but!
Sgt. David Moody, head of the!

team, said he would rule out in
his final report any possibility}

of jt being an airplane or heli-j
copter because of the nature of,

Burns’ report.

Tt, was nearing dusk on De-

cember 21 when Burns said he

saw the UFO. Only one visible}

light shone from it—a foot-wide
blue band around the base, he

d, The vehicle made no noise!

“whooshing,

Tt had no

vindows,...bi

ind’ when it left.

werd

9;

Not Routine Sighting i

Until: Sergeant Moody _ files;

his report his findings will no’

be known, but he admitted tha’

“this is an unusual sighting.|

It's not routine. If it was routine

we wouldn’t be here.”

When the question was raised|

last week whether Burns was

telling a true story or one he;

had fabricated for publicity, a

young boy came to his aid. Ken-

neth Norton Jr., 14, said he had

seen a similar object about the|

same time on the same day!
from a bedroom window of his|

Staunton home. He.’ told
mother about the object on
same day—December 21. :

Urged’ by Professor Gehm

to. notify him. if others hi

alsg.seen_the object, three pet
sons have saidtheyalso- no’
an unusual object “about|

Waynesboro airport were out-

side and also saw a strange ef-

fect. Another mag who lives in

Waynesboro reported seeing a

UFO. 3

Although residents .of this

area have responded with in-|
terest to Burns’ account, many4|

are still’ skeptical and point to}

the loopholes in his story. » :° |

Most Frequent Question

‘The question most often raised ’

is why weren't other cars

stopped by the flying vehicle as

Burns says his was; also, Rt:

250 is a heavily traveled road

in this area, yet he doesn’t re-

call any other cars passing the

scene nor have any reported

Professor Gehman has pre-|

pared.a report of the entire in-

cident to be filed with the Na-

tional Invstizations Committee)

on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP}

at Washington. NICAP receives!

all reports of UFO’s, chec!

them and catalogues its findings.

Professor Gehman, who alsa

is @-minister, thinks there Fs
possible some connection

tween the UFO's and a passage

in the New Testament's book of
St. Luke referring the sec;

ond coming of Chr

“And there shall be signs in
the sun, and the moon, ‘and

the stars; and upon tha

rth distress. of nations, wilh

yerplexity; and the sea and ¢

waves roaring. . «

Gehman also said he {feel

that possibly the word “worlds”

in Hebrews 11 is. meant.to indi-;

cate God created more than one}

planet with living beings:

| by the word of God...”

“SomeDoubt
“Through faith we ‘understand!

that the worlds were- framed)

Keyhoe's View

A similar view-—that there

are other planets with life on)

them—is shared by Maj. Donald]
Keyhoe of Luray, a retired ma-

rine corps pilot who is now di-

rector of NICAP. He is a noted!

authority and author on UFO's.

Major Keyhoe said "it woul

be narrow-minded of us to be-

lieve that we are the only living

creatures in a galaxie with bil-
lions of stars and several million|

thought to have planets.’” ey

.It is very possible that another} .
{planet. possibly not in our sol:
‘system, has life on it cara
hundreds,or even millions,off
years ahead of us enabling!

them to travel great distances
through space, pointed out the

major.
[Major Keyhoe’s main con-
‘cern in the entirexsubject. of

UFO's is the attitude of the air|

[forcetowardsthefield’ of tess

junexplained vehicles. - ~

“The high level policy of

aig force is to play this thi

(GFO. reports) down," «Majo

Keyhoe said. ‘The policy is t

deny everything until they haye

more. answers.”

“he air force- maintains in

publication on “Project Blu

‘Book that ‘to date, no unident

fied aerial phenomena has givet

jany indication of threat’ to
| national security; | there
heen no evidence submitted

jor discovered by, the air fore

}that unidentified.sightings rey

iresented technological develops
‘ments or principles beyond

range of our present day s

tific knowledge; “and _finally,]

there has been nothing in the}

way of evidence or other data

jto indicate that these unidenti-

fied sightings were extra ter-|
restrial vehicles under intelli.

gent control."*

Major Keyhoe counters with:

“I think the same as the air

force secretly does—these ve-|

hicles are from another planet

with far superior intelligence to}
ours.” |

Regardless of what the future

has in store for this planet and

UFO's, Keyhoe is concerned)

that presently an accidental nu- i
clear war could be triggered by)

Russia or the United States.!|
“The air force: secrecy is dan-j

gerous because these UFO's)

could be mistaken for an enemy

attack,” he sdid. Many have}

een picked up on radar screens,|

he added. : 3
asa



T-D News toreou Photo Prof. Ernest GehmanHorace Burns of Grottoes Works at His Trade~ aL CIEES Bibl : 5 i
Gunsmith, Reported .UEO, in Augustata:Gounty; satan Cites Bib Maj. Donald Keyhoe
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AERONAUTICAL INFORMATION

Major eerodtomes yn
Runway pattern and £090 foot diameter circle is

shown at 1,500,000 seal. Center of circle represents

tive position of airfield.

Major avrodromes,

Phaway pétlern noliavolleblel......<.)
Minor aerodromes avaisreciee

Jot facilities available aay

Seaplane base ®

Aerodromas are shown for their checkpoint value

and for possible emergancy use. Major cerodromes

(with haed surface runways of 3500 feet ar more

in longth) are shown by pattern when this infor

mation is available, Minor aarodromes (with loove

surface runways of hord surface runways less thon

3500 feet in length) ore portrayed by a small circle,

centered on the location. Number following the

nome indicates length of longest runway to nearest

hundreds of feet. Aerodrome elevations are shown

in feet above seo tevel. Avrodromes include run-

way length ONLY whan the longest is 5000 feet ond

over and information is availoble

740

Vertical obstructions at

{unlabeled obstructions are towers) (77°?
*20

Vertical obstruction with landmark

significance we
{black square indicates location) Mins)

Nu-erals adjacent to obstruction indicate elevation

‘of top of obstroction above meon wea level Numerals

» parentheses indicate height obove ground.

RELIABILITY OF VERTICAL OBSTRUCTION DATA
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¥..
quotes Keyhoe’s well-known views ou the dangers Inherent in
withholding information. An accidental nuclear war could acci-
dentally be triggered by Russia or the U.S. |

The high level policy of the alr force is to play this thing
down,” Major Keyhoe said. "The policy is to deny everything

until they have more answers.”

Major Keyhoe answers the Air Force's negative findings, oneof Eocen ogi "That there has been nothing in the way of evidence
or other data to indicate that these unidentified sightings were

extra-terrestrial vehicles under intelligent control."

Major Keyhoe counters with: ''I think the same as the Air

Force secretly does — these vehicles are from another planet
with far superior intelligence to ours."”



y December 21, 1964--Fishervilie, Vi
SSSs

—— Gunsmith Horace Burns

reported a 125 foot in diameter and 80 to $0 foot high saucer vhich

landed in a nearby meadow for two minutes near Woodrow Wilson Education

Center. A high background radiation count was detected by Professor

SOURCE: Staunton Leader, Virginia.

College at the site the next day.



RICH “Ya. (ap) =t one ee shelf thinks| ac
Q ‘sfokay to watch for flying sau-}:

y Has to the law.” |

i reporting “unidentified

“Anyone can goYoutiat night," sufficiently identified.”

‘lim in the county: without
will be dealt with’

ta Besides, he adds, even if crea-
tures from outer. space have

landed }= Who's: got the right

H; to mow them down?!” .
share} Even'the Air Force has gotten
flying|into the act. It has discounted

objects — UFO — in several|2%y evidence confirming exist-
i parts of the stale.“And somef ence of either flying saucers or

‘claim they have seen’r'little ‘Mar-ded a pete are
tian types wanderingaaround on|“‘Our cases are ‘never closed
the ground.©. 97°45" until the reported objects are
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GIGANTIC UFO LANDS NEAR STAUNTON, VIRGINIA

VIRGINIA HIT BY “SAUCERS”

Unidentified flying objects were «ve-ywhere — or so it seemed,
+ during last December and January Especially was this true in

Augusta County in western Virginia. (J8th parallel)

Many Virginians from various walks of lifereported sightings

of mysterious objects in the sky, on the ground, and even little

men scurrying over the Virginia countryside

Professor Ernest Gehman, of Eastern Mennonite College, at
Harrisonburg, Va., entered the picture atthattime. (Harrisonburg

is 20-30 miles north). Prof. Gehman launched himself into the
investigabun, and found himself unexpectedly involved in a
succession of fast moving discoveries.

‘The report is thorough, complete, and clearly written. But a
ter value attaches; that of his first-hand contact with the Air

Force investigations team. His keen observations and insights
touch many familiar “bases” in the continuing controversy over

UFOs.

Dr. Gehman’s report follows, complete and unabridged.

GIGANTIC UFO LANDS NEAR STAUNTON, VIRGINIA

(Report on Sighting, Radiation, and Air Force Investigation)

Possibly the most remarkable sighting ofan unidentified ying

object ever reported to have sakenplaceinthe Shenandoah Valley

occurred at 5 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 21, 1964. Mr. Horace

Burns, living at Grottoes, Va., and conducting a small gunshop
business on North Main Street in Harrisonburg, was driving his

58 Mercury station ~agon a few miles east of Staunton on Route

250 toward Waynesboro, when he saw a huge metallic object

coming out of the sky north of the highway. As it crossed Route

250 about 200 feet ahead of him, his motor stopped dead,

“conked out," as he tells it, and his car seemed to come to an

unnaturally quick stop.

The UFO landed lightly “like a bubble” in a small meadow
at a spot about 100 yards from the highway. Mr. Burns guided
his car to the side of the road, got out and stood beside it, and
stared in amazement at the awesome spectacle. What he saw re-
sembled in shape an upside-down toy top, but the size of it was
astounding. “It was 125 feet in diameter, at least, and 80 to 90

feet high! he declares. And besides being generally cone-shaped,

its circular, sloping sides rose in about 6 large, concentric con-

volutions that decreased in diameter to a dome at the top.

Although in the gathering twilight Craftsman Burns could not
be sure of the exact nature ofthe material of which it was made, it
appeared to be metallic, possibly of aluminum. He noted that all
around the perimeter at the base of the monstrous machine there

was a bluish glow in a band about a foot, possibly 18 inches,

wide. He could see no windows, doors, portholes, or even seams

anywhere on the object. Nor did there seem to be any sort of

landing gear; the vehicle had gently settled flat on its bottom on

the ground, although he noted that its underside was slightly

curved. ‘

‘The visitor from outer space rested on the meadow for from

60 to 90 seconds and then with a “whoosh,” the sound no doubt

caused by the air rushing under it, it suddenly rose straight up

for several hundred feet and immediately took off in a north-

easterly direction at a speed much greater than when it crossed
the highway from the north the first time, which Mr. Burns esti-
mates to have been about 15 miles per hour.

After it was gone, Burns got into his car again and was sur-

prised to find, when he pressed the starter button, that there was

nothing wrong with the engine and that it started off at once.

As he drove away he was evidently very much excited and en-

grossed in his thoughts about the apparition (as who wouldn't
be?), for he cannot recall seeing any other vehicles coming or
going on Route 250 for possibly a mile. But no doubt other cars
on that busy highway must have been halted by the UFO's

tremendous magnetic field, and other drivers must have wit-

nessed the sight; we are still hoping that any such will make the
fact known.

Horace Burns went home and told Mrs. Burns the story of
what he had seen, but declared he would not tell anyone else.

“They'd think I’m‘crazy,” he said. But six days later, when Mr.

Jim Shipp of WSVA announced on the 6 p.m. newscast about

the existence of the UFO Investigators as an extra-curricular club

at Eastern Mennonite College, Mrs. Burns convinced her husband

that he should report his experience. He told it on Monday to

Mr. Shipp, who informed me, the undersigned sponsor of the UFO

Investigators, and [taped the story on Tuesday as Mr. Burns told

it in his gunshop. I had never known or heard of Horace Burns
before that Monday afternoon. On Wednesday I made a prelim-

inary testing of the area with a Geiger counter which revealed

radioactivity of over 60,000 counts per minute. This was 9 days

after the UFO had briefly rested there!

As an interesting and unplanned corroboration of Horace

Burns’ story, let me mention the fact that! found the exact landing
area of the UFO by myself with the Geiger counter. Mr. Burns
had intended to accompany me to the spot, but when the hour

arrived for us to go to the place four miles east of Staunton

(which is 28 miles south of Harrisonburg) he could not leave his
gunshop until a certain dealer in West Virginia had come to pick

up a lot of guns which Burns had repaired for the dealer's

customers and which they had to have the next day to shoot out
the old year and to shoot in the new! /

(Continued on Page 2) |
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Dingram of the landing and de

parture of a gigantic UFO 4 miles

east of Staunton, Virginia, at 5:00

p.m. on December 21, 1964.

Headowdrain——? «UFO 25 feet nin,30 Fe high.
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