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41, DATE - TIME GROUP

22 January 1965 22/17258

ol OCATION

Elkins, West Hepin

3. SOURCE 10. CONCLUSION

eee Astronomical (SUN D0G)f S¢ lev Tura se |
ivilian Sun—Yog if position relationMhith the sun could be estabi&shed a:

4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS P2 deg from sun. Disappearance with turn of A/C and description
pf object in accordance with this analysis. Sun at 190 deg

One Z2imuth des elevation, =.

5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION

2 Minutes

6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION

Air-Visua 1

7. COURSE

Stati onary

8. PHOTOS

O Yes

XX No |

9, PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

0 Yes

11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

Object brishter than snow on the mountains. Observed only

as a pin-point of light. Shape perfectly round. Slight

fuzziness. WX was clear, dry. Observation from within A/C.
Observed almost directly below the plane. Believed to be

between 2=-8,000 ft below A/C. The sun would give the sane
appearance. Object paralelled the A/C until a tum was made
at which time the object disappeared.

plc 4 ee
XH Ne

FORM

FTD sep 63 0-329 (TDE) Previeus editions ef thie form may be used.
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UFO Sighting,Elkins, West Virginie, 22 Jan 65 26 Mar 65

Dr Donald H Menzel, Director

Harvard College Observatory

Cambridge 38, Massachusetts

Dear Dr Menzel,

We received a report from a passenger on an airline flight near

Elkins, West Virginia. ‘The sighting has been evaluated as Sun

Dog. A copy of this report is forwarded to you because of your

particular interest in this phenomena. Should you feel that

this observation is not a Sun Dog observation we would appreci-

ate your professional opinion.

Sincerely,

HECTOR QUINTANILLA, Jr 1 Atch

Major, USAF UFO Rpt, 22 Jan 65,
Chief, Aerial Phenomena Branch Elkins, W Va
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Mrs Bunt/SAFOICC/72842/6 May 65

Dear Mr. Fitzgeralds

Reference is wade to the unidentified flying object

which you observed as a passenger in an aircraft on

22 January 1965 over the area of Elkins, West Virginia.

Your observation bas been evaluated as a solar image

by Doctor J. Allen Hynek, the Air Force civilian consultant

to Project Blue Booke While rare, this uique phenonesa

has appeared before, and an one occasion 4t was photographed.
This phenomena occurs only at certain angles with the sun,

and the reflecting surface is a thin layer of ice crystals

in the atsosphere. This layer is trensparent and not visible

from the Aircraft.

y of the current report on Project

Blue Book, the Air Force project on unidentified flying obe

Jects. I hope this report will be of interest to you.

Sincerely,

a : : :

JOHN P. SPAULDING

Lt Colonel, USAF

Chief, Civil Branch

> 

Office of Information

Ur. Willios Me Fitagereld, Jr. .

1057 Crane Drive

Falls Church, Virginia

GA) By € SFE



ea HEADQUARTERS

FOREIGN TECHNOLOGY DIVISION

AIR FORGE SYSTEMS COMMAND

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, OHIO

REPLY TO

ATTN OF?

suesect: UFO Sighting, 22 Jan 65, Elkins, West Virginia

to: Hq USAF SAFOI-CC (Mrs Hunt)
Wash DC 20330

1. This office is in receipt of a UFO report from William M

Fitzgerald, Jr of 1057 Crane Drive, Falls Church, Virginia. His

observation took place on 22 January 1965 near Elkins West, Virginia.

The following information is provided in order that a reply may be

- made to him from your office.

a. ‘he above observation made from an aircraft has been evaluated

as a solar image by Dr J Allen Hynek, Air Force Consultant to Project

Blue Book. Whilé rare, this unique phenomena has appeared before, and

ong one occasion it was photographed. ‘This phenomena occurs only at

certain angles with the sun and the reflecting surface is a thin layer

of ice crystals in the atmosphere. This layer is transparent and not

visible from the aicraft.

FOR THE COMMANDER

fy,

Major, USAF

Chief, Aerial Phenomena

ci
> YOU « THE NUCLEUS OF SECURITY!



Caccd Vepstos VieGin 4

27 January 1965

Dear Mr. Fitzgerald:

Major Ted Burkey requested that we send you

the attached FTD Form 164 which is used for re~

porting a UFO observation to the Air Force. The
form should be completed as fully as possible and

returned to this office for analysis and evaluation.
You will be advised of the conclusions reached by

the Air Force upon completion of the investigation.

Sincerely,

MASTON M. JACKS
Major, USAF

Public Information Division

Office of Information

1 Atch

FID Form 164

Mr. William M. Fitzgerald, Jr.
1057 Crane Drive

Falls Church, Virginia



U.S. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION

This questionnaire has been prepared so that you can give the U.S. Air Force as much

information as possible concerning the unidentified aerial phenomenon that you have observed,
Please try to answer as many questions as you possibly can, The information that you give wil!

be used for research purposes. Your name will not be used in connection with any statements,

conclusions, or publications without your permission. We request this personal information se

that If it is deemed necessary, we may contact you for further details.

1, When did you see the object? 2. Time of day: 13: lA : BO
Minvtes

— a

See aU ae (Circle One): AM. ot
lay Month Yeor

3. Time Zone:

Circle One): a, Eastern Circle One); a, O: Savi
SE Ga i SE OEE ana

¢. Mountain

d. Pacific
e. Other

4. Where were you when you saw the object? PA SSEVCER 6) BLAKE VRLIME SET -
FLIGHT#LE FRs'4 DAUAS, TEXAS 10 WASH HERE DE CDucles). SIGHTED

Dulles YO PORT PRSS/BLY (NER ELKINS, W, VB»
UFO ABooT 20-25 MINUTES OUTOF.

State or CountyNearest Postal Address Cit; Town y
WEST AND LERHAPS Sau7H Srp uta Ld aeLoTTs Wil 4 ae

5. How long was object in sight? (Total Duration) aeim
Hours Minutes * Seconds

a Eertain > c. Not very sure
b. Fairly certain d, Just a guess

5.1 How was time in sight determined? EST qATED
Yes ram No5.2 Was object in sight continuously?

6. What was the condition of the sky?

DA NIGHT

a. Bright > Cora a, Bright
b. Cloudy b. Cloudy

7. IF you saw the object during DAYLIGHT, where was the SUN located as you looked at the object?

(Circle One): ‘a, In front of you
b. In back of you
¢. To your tight

FORM

FTD., oct 62 164

d. To-your left
» Overhea

f, Don’t remember

‘This form supersedes FTD 164, Jul 61, which is obsolete.



Page 2

8. IF you saw the object at NIGHT, what did you notice conceming the STARS and MOON?

8.1 STARS (Circle One): 8.2 MOON (Circle One):

a. None a, Bright moonlight

b. A fow b. Dull moonlight

c. Many ¢. No moonlight — pitch dark

d, Don't remember d. Don't remember

What were the weather conditions at the time you saw the object?

CLOUDS (Circle One): WEATHER (Circle One):

‘0g, mist, or light rainb. Hazy b.

c. Scattered clouds ¢. Moderate or heavy rain

d. Thick or heavy clouds d. Snow

e. Don’t remember

The object appeared; (Circle One):

a, Solid d, Baalight
b. CTranspare e. Don't remember

c. Vapor

If it appeared as a light, was it brighter than the brightest stors? (Circle One):

a. Grighter) c. About the same
b. Dimmer d. Don't know

11.1 Compare brightness to some common object:

oF SovliehtT WHE,
ADDED

The edges of the object were:

(Circle One): a, Fuzzy or blurred

b. Like abright stor

c. Gharply outlined> —

d, Don't remember

Did the object: (Circle One for each question)

Appear to stand still at any time? Yes No Don’t know

. Suddenly speed up and rush away at any time? Yes CN Don't know
Break up into parts or explode? = Yos CNo? Don't know

Give off smoke? Yes (ND Don't know

Change brightness? Yes No” Don't know

Change shape? Yes Wo Don't know

Flash or flicker? Yes Noy Don't know
Disappear ond reappear? Yes oy Don't know



- aeS
Ny eer at EE ES ree EE mv

UFO Sighting,Elkins, west Virginia, 22 Jen 65

De Denald 3 Menzel, Director

Haxverd College Obaervstory

Canuhrtdge 38, Massachusetts

tearo> el,

We received.a report froma p

EBlxins, west Virginia.

Deg.

parsicu.

tht

ate your professional opinion.

Sincerely,

EECTOR QUITTANIDIA, Jr lL Atch
Major, USAF
Shia? Aerial



Page 3

Did the object move behind something at any time, particularly a cloud?

(Circle One): Yes Don't Know. IF you answered YES, then tell what

it moved behind; -___ & a

Did the object move in front of samething at any time, particularly a cloud?

(Circle One): Yes Don't Know. IF you answered YES, then tal! what

in front of: erate aia 8 a

Tell in a few words the following things about the object:

ds tied CoveD wor Deveeuile (1 Aeckorr)=
». Color LeiLlaw i wh TE TénNsl cel SoM EWHAT-

We wish to know the angular size. Hold a match stick at arm’s length in line with a known object and nat. ow

much of the object is covered by the head of the match. If you had performed this experiment at the time of the

sighting, how much of the object would have been covered by the match head? Pow /T THwe THF

MEtD 15 VALID Ue THesE GCoM STANCES. A) VERY SHALL PART

of We OBSET weld BE COVERED ,/E RREsstd FoR AN FSPMATE

19. Draw a picture that will show the shape of the object or objects. Label and include in your sketch any details

of the object that you saw such as wings, protrusions, etc., and especially exhaust trails or vapor trails.

Place an arrow beside the drawing to show the direction the object was moving.

__— rerrectl¥ Rovw) OBSECT—
aes

ebOIEC SEEN Loki

AL eost STRAIGHT Dawn AT THE



Do you think you can estimote the speed of the object?

(Circle one) (Yes) No DT TWE ET SPED ch THE SET fF was
Five IN AT THE TIME

IF you answered YES, then what speed would you estimate? —#e0o wt?)

Do you think you can estimate how far away from you the object was?

(Circle One) Yes No

ii) Zeeo To Seve fTIF you answered YES, then how far away would you say it was?

23. Were you (Circle One)Where were you located when you saw the object?

(Circle One);

a. in the business section of a city?

b. In the residential section of a city?a, inside a building

b. Ina car c. In open countryside?

¢. Outdoors d. Near an airfield?

@ nan airplane (type) 7 20 Spa e. Flying over a city?
e. At sea (@) Flying over open country?
{. Other was g» Other _.__ ees

24. IF you were MOVING IN AN AUTOMOBILE or other vehicle at the time, then complete the following questions:

24.1 What direction were you moving? (Circle One)

a. North c. East e. South y West

b. Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest

24.2 How fast were you moving? _______miles per hour.

24.3 Did you stop at any time while you were looking at the object?

(Circle One) Yes No

25. Did you observe the object through any of the following?

a, Eyeglasses Yes No e. Binoculars Yes No

b. Sun glasses Yes No f. Telescope Yes No

c. Windshield Yes No g. Theodolite Ye No

d. Window glass Yes No h. Other DUALMER feb las bin deul _

26. In order that you can give as clear a picture as possible of what you saw, describe in your own words a common

object or objects which, when placed up'in.the sky, would give the same appearance as the object which you sow

THE SU



8 +

Ploce on ‘‘A."’ on the curved line to show how

Place a 8" on the same curved line 10

Place an ‘'A’ on the compass

Yoges

27. Inthe following sketch, imagine thot you are at the point shown.

high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you first sow It.

show how high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you last saw it.

when you first sow it. Place a 'B'’ on the compass where you last saw the object.

Ts° a

aig

28. Draw a picture that will show the motion that the object or objects made. Place an “4 at the beginning of the
during the course.path, a ‘'B"" at the end of the path, and show any changes in directi OE? rn nae petew

Epstol EAST NoktH EAT |Uae ea
HEADING—___

we ——— AA jw
X PLAN View x

© Font ENDVIEW

29. IF there was MORE THAN ONE object, then how many were there?
Draw a picture of how they were orranged, and put on orrow to show the direction that they were traveli

ng.



. Have you ever seen this, or a similar object before. If 80 give date or dates and location.

» Was anyone else with you at the time you saw the object? (Circle One) Yes No

31.1 IF you answered YES, did they see the object too? (Circle One) Yes ¢ No)

31.2 Please list their names and mp

A vege, oo Ui em ae Aline Un

haa Coneerigt30°a er
1. Please give the following Information about yourself;

me terre| Wal
Lost Name First Name Middle Name

aooress 1057 (zane DRwe Fotis Cilugch _ ee
Street City State

TELEPHONE NUMBER Se $2153 ace 7/ sex vie
Indicate any additional information about yourself, including a Nagispecial experience, which might be pertinent.

(austoe eae a oe “ es

33. When and to whom did you report that you had seen the object? Ma ToR ace Dd B ro) RRE Nc

ENG Sy ANVARY USAF- WASH DC.
Day Month



34. Date you completed this questionnaire:

35. Information which you feel pertinent and which is not adequately covered in the specific pointso|| of the

questionnaire ora narrative explanationof your sighting.

ie UFo wea ddd by on a ee Sie tuck
Nerreel mre wats
re oh see,
Qu oan and
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$ 5 esse }
} 8. th object ct NIGHT, what did you notice conceming the STARS ond MOCN?
: ;

- a Oro): 4

a a. Bright mecalight ;

b, by Dull mosaligny H

es & No moonlight = piich < H

Cs emambar d. Don't ramainbor ;

9: What ww woeother conditions a? the thee ycu say the object? |

}

Den't romember

|

;
aa a a tl

P eppesrsd-as a ght, van it beighter than tha brightas? ater

&. Aboud the some 4

d. Den’ know

11.7 Compare brightness to some zommon ob}ect: ‘

ey nt coy)
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