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BALLOON

Balloon was idsntified by NASA Operatiins, Wallops Islands
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11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND AMALYSIS

Tha object was observed over tha Zastern States by nany
obsarvers, A dirasct report of the ballioon obssarvation was
not made to ths USAF, Only reports raceired was by radio and
newspapers oanly, ©OCn 21 oct 65 a call from Dover AF3;, Lhad

|
|
|

WG -~
7. COURSE the objach landad in a fiesld behind a hatchery. Tha objach
rasembled aluminum bub was plastic with fives valw=s, . four of
Landad thess appear=d d2signed to inflate it. 3alloon was idensifiasd by
3. rmorcas,‘,..‘-.E Wallops Island Station, Va,
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9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE
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ihe lLangley Research Genter is conducting a
project with experimental palloons at |
OL thase balloons 1s the G, T,

Mian., A series of six
in the current tests,

Qctober 25 1965

»

research

of these balloons are ceing launched

wallops. The mdnuiacturey
schjeldahl Company, tHorthfield,

Ihe balloon is shidaped 1ika a biimp 13.7 to 1 : Z2et long
4nd sbout 4 feat in clagster, It haz 3 fins o 32 Dail which
ar2 also inflated. It e Ace of metalized hyiar plastic,

Une was aunched Ucteber 19, fwo wora 1 unchec Oatobher 20,
one on October 23, and the other two in thz series ay be
launched today,

One of these balloons 1 unchied last week iandad iniand
about 25 miles (air miles) from Wallops Island and renerated
a flurry of pubiic Interese.

The Air Force UFQ Information Office ar -he Paatagom
called this morning and cney nad been 1nterrogated about 4
balloon which struck a Power line In Bero Zeach. “1orida
and exploded. They wonderad if it migZht have heen launched
at wWalleps, The Project people said - WAaS most unlikelvy that
any balloon launched ar Llops would dri{fe rhasr fa T not

impossible. They also
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*eminl 6 mission., The Schi 2
they havye supplied abour 1500 ~~mater
D a

1

was shaped like a3 light

G, iI they want to
orpany, givinge the
g

on the balloon

ATLE

probably one launched ar £i

0alloons to Huntsvilla for launch :
Beach calloon may have been one o th /
sorce UFQ Office said they understood rhe 3ero Beach bhall

e Cape in connscrion w cQl the
2ldahl Company ~epre2santative said
2 metallzed mylar nlastic
N € the Cape, and the Sero
ese. However K rhs Ai»
ro | oon
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MEMO FOR THE RECORD

BALIGOYN:

1. Wallops Island, NASA, 1s c¢onducting a series of tests, using
blimp-like balloons in an experimental project. DBalloons are
manufacmared_‘by the G.T. Schjeldahl Co (Schéll-dahl) of Northfield,
Minnesota. The balloona are blimp shaped, 13.7 to 16.5 feet long,-

four inches in diameter, metallzed mylar plastic, and the balloon has

R

miles, dapending on winda. Balloons have serial numbars, and DR=
Design Release Numbers.

2. The G.T. Schjeldahl Co also manufactures another type balloon.
This balloon 15 approxinmately two meters in diameter(sphare),
negalized mylar plastic, and has 3" high projection horms, spikes,
reflectors for radar tracking. Used to measure wind velocity before

a launch. Have supplied 1500 of these ballcoans to the Marshall Soaxe

Centar,

3 inflated fins off the tail. DPRalloon can drift for several hundred
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HEADQUARTERS 7

1I607TH AIR TRANSPORT WING (MATS)

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
DOVER AIR FORCE BASE, DELAWARE, 19301

REPLY TO

ATTN OF: ODOTL

S BJECT FO Recovered at Daver ATB, Delaware

10: FTD (IDEW) (UFO)

1. Reference Telecon between Sgt Moody and 1MSgt Fernandez on 25 Octol- -
1965 in r%lﬂ FTD requested further information on the identificat:
return of balloon to NASA,

(UF0) on 21 October 1965 t
cation, we received a phon
tative of the G.T. :hww" 11 {
lon, Mr, Ladd identified the object as
he ﬂCh‘_}Glda.hl Co. He requested we re
Witt, company engineer, arrived to m

o

- = e o ALrer notifyimg FT.
., to them for iden

-

Sent ]

Ledd, Washingion rep
Mlﬂn, From our descri
balloon manufactured by
balloon until Mr., Kenn
identification,
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J. On 22 October we received a call from Mr, Bob Long of NASA Cperatic: -
Wallops Island Station, Va. Mr., Long hesard of the balloon through the - wi
media and stated NASA had leunched similar ones manufactured by't“u
ochjsldahl Co, He said a Lheck of the winds for 20 October indicate
balloon could posaloly be cne launched by NASA from Wallops Island ?‘-*

= - v il 'S4 @
we informed Mr, Long that Eﬁl&ﬁtu+3+i"5 Trom the Washington offi

goeon LCe
the Schjeldahl Co, was coming to Dover fo identify the balloon, hs regussi-
ed we have Mr, Witt call him when he arrives. Mr, Witt arriv E Dowrar

on the 22nd of October and positively identirfied the balloon C
ufactured Gj'uhe Schjeldahl Co, for NASA, He called Mr, Long at :
Opsrations, Wallops Island Station, Va. and coordinated the roturﬁ of
balloon which was to be delivered ta NASA on Monday or Tuesday of th
following week,

L. Further information on the return qu ownership of th
obtained by calling Mr, Bob Long at NASA, Wallops I

703 (824-3411 ext 2354).

OR THE COMMANDER

CHARLES R. GANT 3 atch
M [JSAF Press Relesases on UFD
of Airlift Training
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..-"m umidentified inflatabdle,)fcet. The orly marking is SN7[{wil he released, e ad.
wibged ovject claimed Dy DOV-*PB& the firm name of . T.| Dover oificers and the Ne-
ér Air Force Base officials irom | Schieidahl Co. tional Aeronautics and Svace
~x Smow Hill, Md., resident last| - Mrs. Hockins doesn’t mow|Agency installation at ET -

will be sent to Wright-| wnat it is, but snggestions made sland, Va., both say it doesa't
”nnmun Ohio, for investiza-|incinde a gunnery target or 2 |belong to them. N
‘izadion. ' device Tor ‘raining radar .per-| Twas men from Dover AFB

Taa valved object -emmules. alors. claimed the object yesterday..
aluminum but s plastic. It | Mai. Robert Steele, Dover Alr| Capt. Richand Yourg of the
anddwauldaymnnmdbe-*- rre Base information officer, | Office nf Safety at the hase said
bmd the Hatchery ~of Mrs.|said it appears to be some type | he was “not sure’” of the ob-
Georgt Hookins of Snow Hill, [of test vehicle. When Identili-|ject’s origin. He =ald it was

" The odlect is 12 to 14 feet| cation is made by Wrizht-Pat-| “;ome kind of tow target, T’
‘ong and- has 2 wingspan of 10 [terson :;f:ficiqis, the information'zot sure what.”
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SNOW HILL, Md

- The ap-
jml whien feli from the sky be
hind a Snow Hill, Md., hatchery
Wednesday afternoon may be 24

woather haitnnn,
far the 1
nisthi.,

Robert Ladd, manoger of [he
Washmglon office of the G, T.
Seijeldahi Ca. of Northfield,
Minn., said he based his theory
on a deseription of the find—an
mfAatable, winged object 12 to
i4 feet Jong, with a wingspan of
10 fee!. Ladd =said he wouid he.
& an investigalion al once.

A spokesman
manulactyrer said last

MAS. George INonkins, owner
of the halchery, said the ohject
ianded in a3 field behind the
hatchery  boilding  The only
markings were SN7 and  the
name of the company.

It was equipped with five
valves, Mis. Hopkins said, Four
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’Mﬁmihg Naws, Wilmingtan, Dei |
B - Fri.. 0:*

22, 19653
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Sfrange objact called ballocn

L e e e

of theso "!]_‘EP"I'FH Hrhlgr.ﬂri ln
inflate i

Mrs  Hopking said heat ap-
peared atornztically o CAUse
lhv thing Lo exnand and when it
wag carried Inta lhe halchery
office it quicklv floated {o the
cerling.

A team from the I}uver Alr
Farce Base picked up the ob-
jret and :‘efurr*:d it to the base.
A bhase spokesman said it will
be ftaken to Wright Patlersan
Air Farce Base in Ohio for posi-
tive identification.

Representatives of the Natien-
al Acronautics and Space Ad-
ministration at Wallops Island
Va., said it did hot
there

Srhjeldabl was the firm thal
wodiuced the Echa T gatellile
which et a  bhrilliant  trail
hrough the skifs In 1060

LADD eaid Echicidahl balloons

W

nriginale

L]

L T . -""_"H'F-‘ﬂhb-rfll_'l-i‘-l_m- .‘I"*":f."".‘ _—ee

‘flafed

are used in fesis af Wallops

“Island and alsa are peed by tha

Army i tosts in the Washington
Virginia area

“i’s vntirf:i}r possihle one of
them got Iooze.” Ladd said.
“Balloons of various Lipes are
fiving around the country all the
time in varicus test projects.”

Ladd said many of the hal
loons are made of aluminized
plastic.

MRS, HOPKINS said the oh-
ject resemblod alvminum

Throughout Wednesday aiter-
nocn and night scores of persons
flocked {o ihe seene to view the
object hefore it was removed.

Mrs. Hapking caid many
theories were cxpressed ahouot
i3 origin and -use, the most
prevalent heing that 1! was ‘2
gunnerv larget or a device for
{raining radar operaiors.
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HEADQUARTER!
1607TH AIR TRANSPORT WING { MATS)
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

DOVER AIR FORCE BASE,-RDELAWARE, 194901
ﬁl“‘\l‘\fﬂ"‘l‘
VAN al
B3 Pacgovered at Dover ATB, Dalaware 27 Octobar 1645

FrD {Tom) (UT0)

1. Tafarsnce Tmeﬁm hekrnan S:;t Moocy and ¥Scot Parnandaz on 25 October
>atio:

.

- e - -.- .- -‘l*' Ny e :l‘ . 1- l-'l'-: - o

L¥H5 in whdch FTID requested further information on the icensification and
|

return of alloon to NASA.

2. After notifying FID (UF0) on 21 October 1955 th
sent to them for identification, we received a r};or
f.add, .:..:.h“tngt on reuresemauim of the G.T. Schjeld
¥inn, Irom our description, Mr. ladd idenmtified the object a
balloon manufactured by the Schieldshl Co. Ye r n
ballocn until Mr, Kenneth Witd, company enziz neer, a “ﬂm:i to make p.'Js::_t
idsntification.

-

3+ 0On 22 October ws received a call from Mr. Dob Long of IiASA Onerations,

wallops Island Station, Va. !ir, Long heard of the hallson throush the nows

nedia and stated NASA had launched sirilar ones marufaciured by the
Schjeldahl Co., He said a checlk of the winds for 20 Qctober indicatad the
balloon could possibly be one launched by NASA from Vallops Island. When

we informed Mr, long that a representative from the Washin gtaﬁ office of -
the ut‘hJEluanl Co. vas caming to Dover to identify the bal llcon, h, requaat.-

ed we have Mr, Witl call him vhen he arrives. I, Yitt arwived ot Dover
on the 22nd of October and pos:'_tivaly identified ths ballcon as orfe Tane
ufactured by the Schjsldahl Co. for NASA., He callzd Hpy, Long at
Uperations, Wallops Island Station, Va. and coordinated the —etum f)f the
balloon which was to be delivered to *ﬁ_Sﬁ. on onday o Tue3day of th2
folliowing week, |

4%» fuarther information on the return and ownership of the balloon can be
obtained by calling Mr, Bob Long at MASA, Wallops Island Station, Va, phone
703 (82,-3411 ext 235L).

FO THE COMMANDER

HARLES R, GANT 3 atch
Major, Uq-u Preoss Neleases on UrD
Chief of Airlift Training




DALLOON:

1, Wallops Island, NASA, is conducting a series of tests, using

blimp-1ike balloans in sn experimental proJject. Balloons are

magufactured by the G.T. Schjsldahl Co (Schell-dahl) of Northfield,
Minnesota, The ba;l.loonu are blimp shaped, 13.7 to 16.5 feet long,
four inches in diameter, metallzed mylar plastic, and the balloon has
3 iaflated fins off the tail. ZREallcoa can drilit Ior sevsral hundrgd

miles, depending on winds. 32Ealloons have serial numbera, and DR=
Design Release Mumbers.

2. The G.T. Schjeldahl Co also menufactures another iype balloon.
This balloon is approximately two meters in diameter(sphere),
negalized mylar plastic, and has 3" high proj2ction horns, splkes,
raflectors for radar tracking. Uszd to me#mre wind velocity belore

a launch. Have supplied 1500 of thess balloons to the Marshall Sjhexe

Ceater.




