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FTD sep 63 0-329 (TDE)

Balloon was identified by NASA Operatiins, Wallops islands
é Jr

11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

The object was observed over ths Zastern States by many

observers, A direct report of the balloon observation was

not made to the USAF. Only reports received was by radio and

newspapers only. Cn 21 oct 45 a call froa Dover APB, thas

the object landed in a-fiteld benind a hatchery. Tha objsct

resembled aluminum but was plastic with five valves. . four of

thess apneared designed to inflate it. J3alloon was identified

Wallops island Station, Va.

Previous aditions of this Jorm may be used.
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The Langley Research Genter is conducting aproject with experimental balloons at W.‘of these balloons is the: Cy 3,

research

allops. The hanutacturerSchjeldaht Company, Northfield,Minn. A series of six of tHese balloons are oeing taunched‘e the current tests,
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Force UFO Office said they understood the Bero Beach balloonwas shaped like a light bulb,

The project people
ld they want to
company, giving the

er on the balloon,

r
o



o
OThe Langley Resear

ect with experimenta ; l

ese balloons is the G. 1 jeldahl ¢ ny, MNorthfiel

series of six of

tests.

The Air Force UFO

called this morning ar

balloon which struck a

and exploded. They wonder:

at Wallops. The project

any balloon launched at

o

impossible. They also f: h

prebably one launched at 2 in.¢

Gemini 6 mission. The S$ i Company

they have supplied about meter met

balloons to Huntsville £ h att

o
b

Beach balloon may have b of these.

Foree UFO Office said they understood the

was shaped like a light bulb.



MEMO FOR THE RECORD

BALLOON:

1. Wallops Island, NASA, is conducting a series of tests, using

blimp-like balloons in an experimental project. Balloons are

manufactured by the G.T. Schjeldahl Co (Schell-dahl) of Northfield ,
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Minnesota. ‘The balloons are blimp shaped, 13.7 to 16.5 feet long,

four inches in diameter, metalized mylar plastic, and the balloon has

3 inflated Pins off the tail. Balloon can drift for several hundred
= ‘

miles, depending on winds. Balloons have serial numbers, and DR=

Design Release Numbers.

2. The G.T. Schjeldahl Co also manufactures another type balloon.

This balloon is approximately two meters in diameter(sphere),

megalized mylar plastic, and has 3" high projection horns, spikes,

reflectors for radar tracking. Used to measure wind velocity before

a leunch. Have supplied 1500 of these balloons to the Marshall Saxe

Center.



HEADQUARTERS

41607TH AIR TRANSPORT WING (MATS)

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

DOVER AIR FORCE BASE, DELAWARE, 19901

REPLY TO

ATEN OF: ODOTI

SUBJECT: uro =Recovered at ida’ AFB, Delaware 27 October 1

1. Reference Telecon between Sgt Moody and MSgt Fernandez on 2

1965. in which FTD requested further information on the i

return of balloon to NASA.

2... After notifying FID (UFO) on 21 October 1965 that the
sent to them for identification, we received a phone call

Lédd, Washington representative of the G.T. Sehje dahl Co.

Minn. From our description, Mr. Ladd identified the objecta

balloon manufactured by the Schjeldshl Co. He requested we
balloon until Mr. Kenneth Witt, company engineer, arrived to

identification,

3. On 22 October we received a call from Mr, Bob Long of NASA Operatic

Wallops Island Station, Va. Mr. Long heard of the balloon through the
media and stated NASA had leunched similar ones manufactured by the

Schjsidahl Co, He said a check of the winds for 20 October indicat

balloon could possibly be one launched by NASA from Wallops Island.

we i nforred Mr. Long that & represe ntative from t

the SSchjeldahl Co. was coming to Dover to identify the bz
ed we have Mr. Witt call him when he arrives.” Mr. Witt a

on the 22nd of October and positivrely identified the balloon |
ufactured by. the Schjeldahl Co,for NASA. He-called Mr.

Operations, Wallops Island Station, Va. and coordinated he
balloon which was to be delivered to NASA on Monday or Tues daye-o
following week.

4. Further information on the return and ownership of the balloon

obtained by calling Mr. Bob Long at NASA, Wallops Island S$ i

703 (824-3411 ext 2354).

FOR THE COMMANDER

CHARLES R. GANT

Major, USAFUo

Chief of Airlift Training
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{ Object
“An unidentified inflatable,) feet. The sorly marking is ONT f vik be released, he said.
Winged object claimed by. Dov- | and t m name of G. Bal Dover officers and the Ne
ér Air Force Base officials irom | Schieidahl Co. tional Aeronautics and Soace
x Snow Hill, Md., resident last] - Mrs. Hookins doesn't ‘know|Agency installation at Waleos
“Thursdaywill be sent to Wright-| what it is, but svggestions made} {sland, Va., both say it doesn't
‘Patterson Ohio, for investiga-|inciude a gunnery target or a| belong to them.
tigation. jdevice lor training radar uper-| Two men from Dover AFB
The valved object resembles; alors. claimed the object yesterday.

aluminum but “is plastic. Tt} Maj. Robert Steele, Dover Air] Capt. Richand Young of the
Janded_ Wednesdayin-a-tieid ret orce Base information officer, | Office of Safety at the base said
bind the Hatchery ~of Mrs.!said it appears to be some type{he was “not sure” of the ob
“George Hopkins of Snow Hill. jot test vehicle. When identifi-ljiect’s origin. He said it was
. The

long

odject is 12 to 14 feet| cation is made by Wrizht-Pat-|‘‘some kind of tow target, Um
and- has a wingspan of 10 |terson officials, the information'not sure. what.’’
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SNOW HILL, Md — The ob-

ject which fell from the sky bo

hind a Snow Hill. Md., hatehory
Werlnes afternoon may be a

weather balloon, a spokesman

for’ the manufacturer said last

night.

Robert Ladd, manager of the

Washington office of the G. T.
Schjeldah! Co. of Northfield,

Minn.. said he based his

on a description of the find—

inflatable. winged .12 as
i$ feet lo a win

10 feet. Ladd said he +

gin an investigation at once.

MRS. George Mopkins; anne

of the hatchery, said theo

ted ina field be nd the
building The only

SN7 and the

name of the company.

Wt was equipped with _ five

valves, Mrs. Hopkins said. Four

eresNaws, Wilmington, Oef.;
18 ~- Fri, Det, 22, 1965

poreiamaintttnt

strange. object called balloon

. mystery d
of these appeared designed to
inflateit

Mrs. Hopkins said heat ap-

feared autornaticully to cause

the thing to exnand and when it
was carried info the hatchery

office it quickly floated to the

ceiling.

A team from the Dover Ale
Force Base picked up the ob-

ject and returned it to the base.

A base spokesman said it will
be taken to Wright Pattersan

Air Force Base in Ohio for posi-

tive identification.

Representatives of the Nation-

ai Aeronautics and Space Ad-

ministration at Wallops Island,
¥a., said it did hot originate

there

Schjeldahl was the firm that

produced the Echo T satellite

which cut a brilliant trail

through the skiss in 1960.

LAD! said Schjeldaht balloons

‘

*

Fi
e

‘
t

¢,
%

q
j

F
Island arid alsa are used

fated
hre used in tests al Wallops

Army in tests in the Washington-

Virginia area.

“its entirely possitle one of
them get losse.” Ladd fd.

“Balloons of various types are

fiying around the countrs at the

limein various test projects.

Ladd said many of

loons are mate of a

plastic.

MRS. HOPKINS said the ob-

ject resembled aluminum
Throughout Wednesday aiter-

noon and night scores of persons

flocked to ihe scene to view the

object before it was removed.
Mrs. Hepkins said = many

theories were expressed about

its origin and -use, the most

prevalent heing that if was ‘a
gunnery farget or a device for



HEADQUARTERS

IGO7TTH AIF TRANSPORT WING (MATS)

S AIR FORCEUNITED STA

OOVER AIR FORCE BASE,-DELAWARE, 19901

Apne

Le OsCian

CFO Racovered at Dover AIB, Delaware 27 October 1945

Reference Talecon hetiean Szt Moody an
in which PED ren d further infor:

2. After notifying FED (UFO) on 21 October 1945 th
Sent to them for identification, we received a phon

Ladd, Washington representative of the G.T. Schjeld
Finn, From our description, Mr. Ladd identified the :
balloon manufactured by theSch¥eldshl Co. Ne remested we retain the
balloon until Hr. Kenneth Witt, company engirnesr, arrived to make positive
idsntification,.

c
e

3. On 22 October we received a call from Mr. Rob Long of NASA Operations,
Wallops Island Station, Va. fir, Leng heard of thehallcon th rough the nows
media and stated NASA had launched sirilar ones manufactured by the
Schjeldahl Co. He said a check of the winds for 20 October indicated the
balioon could possibly be one launched by NASA from Vallons Island. Pei
we informed Mr, Long that a representative from the Washin gton office of -
the Sehjeldaal Co. was coming to Dover to ideeeity the balloon, 4orem _
ed we have Mr, Witt call him when he arrives. ir, Witt arrived2 Dever
on the 22nd of October and positively identifi ad the balison as one mane
ufactured by the Schjeldahl Co. for NASA. Ne called Mr, Long atMASA
Operations, Wallops Island Station, Ya. and coordinat ed the return of the
balloon which was to be delivered to HA Sh on Monday o# TueSday of the
foliowing week.

a

4. Further information on the return and ownership of the balloon can be
obtained by calling Mr. Bob Long at MASA, Wallops Island Station, Va. phone703 (224-3411 ext 3351.)
FOR THE COMMANDER

HARLESR, GANT etch

Major, USAF Press Releases on UFO
Chief of Airlift Training:



MEMO FOR THE RECORD ..

BALLOON:

1. Wallops Island, NASA, is conducting a series of tests, using

blimp-like balloons in an experimental project. Balloons are

manufactured by the G.T. Schjeldahl Co (Schell-dahl) of Northfield,

Minnesota, ‘The balloons are blimp shaped, 13.7 to 16.5 feet long,

four inches in diameter, metalized mylar plastic, and the balloon has

3 inflated fins off the tail. Balloon can drift for several hundred

miles, depending on winds. Balloons have serial mmbera, and DR=

Design Release Munbers.

2. The G.T. Schjeldahi Co also manufactures another tyne balloon.

Tais balloon is approximately two meters in diameter(sphere),

negalized mylar plastic, and has 3" high projection horns, apikes,

reflectors for radar tracking. Used to measure wind velocity before

a launch. Have supplied 1500 of these balloons to the Marshall Sjaxs

Ceater.


