
45 Congress St.
Bradford, Pa, 16701

October 2h, 1966

Lte Colonel George P. Freeman

Chief, Civil Branch

Community Relations Division, USAF
Room lA-120, The Pentagon
Washington, D. C, 20330

Dear Colonel Freeman:

Thank you for sending the USAF Press Release on the Colorado project.

I am very encouraged to see that the UFO study has been turned over to

a team of scientists for a full-sosle objective investigation. This is

definitely a step forvard tovard a greater understanding of the problem,
I am curious as to what hypothesis will b2 offered, between (or perhaps
including one of) the extremes of "spaceszips" and "conventional phenomena."

Regarding the Portage County case, or "Ravenna Case," I receivad a

letter recently from Colonel Jorgensen, informing ne that his office is
reviewing the material I sent Colonel Mims, commenting on his letter to
Congreseman Stanton. In order that Colonel Jorgensen have reviewed not

onlyny letter, but the materialI claim it is based on, I sent him an
updated copy of the NICAP report, feeling this would save some time other-

wise spent in gathering it from other sources. I feel confident his office

will give this mterial close attention. (You probably have eccess to it,
e0 I will not bother you with a set of enclosures.)

The recont claims of Kent Stete University student Donald Wymer, that
a balloon-rig launchedby him and eove friends the night of April 16-17
accounted for the object chased by the police officers, are disturbing.

Yejor Quintanilla effectively quashed the idea that the men chased a balloon,
pointing to a discrepancy in wind directions. that bothers me is that

someone would try to capitalize on the expariences of the police officers.

Along with the ridiculous clains of "contactees" that tell of rides to

Venus, this sort of thing does inceleulable ham to the effort of gathering

evidence, such as I believe is available in the April 17 event, thot indicates

truly umpual aerial ectivity. I en glad ‘hjor Quintanilla encouraged the

Record-Courier not to get involved in such dubious publicity.

Again, thanks for the press relesse. If you have such an arrengenent,

I would appreciate being put on your "mailing lst" for such future material.

Sincerely,

William &, Weitzel, Chairman

Pitteburgh Subcommittee, NICAP

4c: Colonel Jorgensen
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while on patrol S R 224, Deputy D. F. Spaur and Mounted Deputy Neff

spotted a UFO about 50 feet off the ground over a heavily wooded area. This

vehicle or object could and did move in any direction. I advised my sergeant,

H. Shoenfelt, of what I had observed, having no camera of my own. The sergeant

advised that I keep this (7?) under observation and pursue same until we could

contact a unit with a camera. ‘The (7?) was about 35 to 45 feet across the

bottom and about 24 feet high. The (?) was very bright. The (7?) seemed

suspended on a beam of light. The only sound that coujd be heard was a faint

humming. ‘This might have come from a power line, I was shook up at this time,

We observed the vehicle or (?) go straight up to about 200 feet and start

east. we followed this craft of (7). It moved upward to about 500 feet and

increased its speed to about 80 mph ground speed. we followed the object,

The sergeant advised if possible to stay with this (7). There was not much
traffic so I stayed with the (?). It increased its speed to 1u3 mph ground

speed. The vehicle never made any attempt to lose us or to make any change

of direction. we followed the (7) to just outside of Pittsburgh, Pa.

We were about out of fuel as we spotted a Conway, Pa. Police Department

car. After advising him of what we were chasing, he radioed his station.

They contacted the airport. I got five gallons of fuel from this department

and returned to my station.

Signed: Dale F. Spaur, #15 April 17, 1966

PORTAGE COUNTY SHERIFF INVESTIGATION REPORT



INTRODUCTION, AND CONCLUSION

This report documents the April 17, 1966 pursuit of an unidentified flying object

from Portage County, CGhio, to Conway, Pennsylvania, The event caught world-wide

attention, United States Congressional interest, and the normal outpourings of the

public's expressions of curiosity, skepticism, ridicule, sympathy, indignation,

resignation, and (not exactly an “outpouringTM) apathy, which accompany UFO sightings.

The role of the United States Air Force's "Project Blue Book," charged with the

responsibility of investigation and evaluation of UFO reports, was publicized to

an unusual degree, and a substantial portion of this report documents that as well.

the reader is cautioned to keep in mind the possible differences, or non-identity,
among the unidentified flying objects mentioned herein. Paradoxically, it is easy

to confuse mutual wanidentifiability as a common trait, and identify two unidentified

items. ‘There are at least four sightings involved in the brief (13 hour) April 17

chase, and it may be that they are ail due to different objects. It may also be

that they are all due to conventional objects and natural phenomena of various (or

o£ the same) sorts. All sorts of things "may be." WNICAP's position on this event

is that a solid, unconventional, perhaps extraterrestrially designed, object was

chased. ‘The Air Force's position, based on project Blue Book's conclusion, is that

the observation(s) were of Echo and Venus,

The report is incaaplete. Investigative leads are still being followed up, and

the controversy over the Air Force's conclusion is still alivee The account of

the chase, transcripts of testimony, and written documents are intended to supplement

each other; economy of time and materials forpade extension.

Transcripts contained herein are all from tape recordings made in the presence of,
and with the permission of, those being interviewed or those interviewing ("or"”

should be “and"),

A few notes of gratitude are appropriate -- Carol Clapp, through her articles in

the Ravenna (Ohio) Record-Courier (nearly thirty) kept Spaur's and Neff's fellow

citizens not only informed, but concerned. Tom Schley, reporter with the Beaver

(ennsylvania County Times, besides his usual fine articles, assisted with much of

the investigative work I could not do, including interviews and leads, Sheriff

Ross Dustman, Portage County, Ohio, made his office's facilities available for

my work there. Congressman William Stanton and Common Pleas Court Judge Robert

Cook were decisive in getting much, that strongly needed to be, accomplished.

Since TI have precluded a legitimate conclusion with my note on incanpleteness,

I Will only say that, what has been done in this investigation, should never have

had to have been done in the first place. I hope the materials in this report

will help a little to make more of the same, less necessary.

William Weitzel

bemnsylvania Unit #1

NICAP
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ls in this accoimt are taken iron about erere hours of testimony,

it tape-recorded and/or in signed docwnents Some of this material

Ss Report.)

_ *

Deputy Sheriff Dale ¥. Spaur’s week had been an ordinary one, except that for

two days before April 17, he had taken a brief vacation from his extra job,

in construction work, to enjoy sone fishing and extra sleep, more than his

usual six hour per day average. Otherwise, it was a normal schedule of police

work. On the evening of the 16th, he had a couple of glasses of a beer-tomato

juice mixture, a dinner of stcak and eaps, took a 2-hour nap, awoke, and had

two cups of coffee before reporting for duty at midnight, at the Portage County

SherifE*s office in Raverma, Calo. ie was imnediately dispatched to check a
prowler complaint; with the assistance of police iron iogadore, in southwest

argeks County Nothing was Eoutkd. Ne receives 2 cali to. pick up Wilbur Neffé

t the station. "parncy" Nstf is a iecal ThemioeXing mechanic tho rides with

aier Deputy sxreriifts when te has on opportunity, as a tbunted Deputy. Spaur
returned to the station, fron whence he and Nez wore dispacchee to answer a

Call about a car shearing a utility pole near Atwater Center, on Rte. 183, They

had the driver sent to a hospital, had the car towed, and an Qilo Zdison man

came to fix the police. The deputies drove to Deerfiecid as eee some coffee for

the repaimen; “it was a brisk morning. At the Circle Pump in Deerfield, they
assisted a motorist wiese car had breken cowa, and speances to have it towed.
They returned with the coffee shortly before 5:00 AY EST, about 4:45,

While. they were talking with the Chio Edison man, they listened to radio traffic

between Portage and Sunnit counties, concerning a woman in Summit County, mrs.
Harry Ways, who reported a brichtly lighted object "as big as a house” flying

=o0..... .).... ovr eo — =x > = — — —a
over her neishborhood, trom Akrom. The object was too low to be a plane, and

too high for a strect light, sae saic, Jokes were exchanged, over the radio

anong the radio operators and ceputies Soaur ané Nei£,anc with the repaimian.

spaur haa heard about "fiying saucers" bovore, but did poe take them SeEAISYs

The deputies left the scene of the acci¢€ent end headed ‘west on Rte. 224, to haloes
olit an accident. report at the hospital. When they reachec & point on 224 (marked
on the Portage County map with arrows 1 and 2), they caw 4 car parked on the
bem on thesouth side of the road. ‘They tured around to investigate, and

parked behind the car. it wos 2 rusty '59 white Ferd, apparently abandoned.

(The owner was Found later.) As part of regular procedure, both men left their
Car, cruiser D-15, with the engine running, im case quick pursuit would be

necess - Nef£ waited by the front of the cruiser Walle Spaur advanced, Spaur

looked over his right shoulder to check the surroudings.

Through the trees atop a suall hill next to the berm, he noticed a light moving.
{t was coming from the wesst, toward them. At. first he was mildly surprised,
thinking, ‘tell, that must be the Uro that's been talked about!" ‘The light came

closer, and he called Neff's ettention to it.. It grew larger, canc near the

trees, then rose and changed its course, coming over the trees, .1u moved over

the road, right above where they were Standing, It passed over the road to the

north side (map position 2)(arrows are direction-vectors), where it stopped,
fifty to a huncred fefeet up. Both Snaur and Neff were petriried with fear and

astonishment. Tue doject was too bright, a brilliant blue-white light "almost

as bright as a flashbulb', to look at for more than a few moments; it made

Spaur's eyes water; but the thing was at least forty five Feet across, perfectly

round, and it lit up the ground around the cruiser “as bright as high noon,"

Waen Spaur involuntarily looked away from the object to the ground, he noticed

that neither his clothes nor the grass were buraing. He had not consciously

expected burning, but he noticed its absence. after a short time, both men

without saying a word, simultaneously entered the cruiser as quickly as they could.
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The CASE (two)

The tine was 5:07 Ali Estpeat SL

Ti Mantua Village, 18 miles northwest of P-15, Chief of Police Gerald Buchert,

on paczol just ourcide of towa to the South, on Rte. 44, had been hearing the
radio ¢ raclic on the. UFO seen in Sumiit County, and happened to sce a brisht

« At first he thought it was a star, but it

Was much brighter than the other stevs in thedawn sky, and aid not. twinkle.
It was to the right cf the moon, anc somewhat above it. He watched for a minute
“or two, buc the object did not fo anywhere. ‘Thinking this mightbe the reported

Uro, he Greve to his home and awakened his wife, to observe it with him. ‘hile
they watched, the object moved left and right, and up and down above and below
nearby phone Wires, from his Eront yard, it appeared farther away from the moon,

still ce the ABBE than when he had first scen it. When it moved left or
right, it appeared like two saucers facing each othLer, and the Lforward-moving

edge islted, in attitude, upward, When it was stopped, or moving up or down,
it appeared to be spherical. His wife deseribed it as a sphere with a ring

around it, like pane; when it moved left or right, No other features were

visible, and it was just big enoush to make out those mentioned.

Buckert. had with him a Brownie Starmite camera, used in his police work. He.

tock three BLE seas of the object, one of it alone, one with the oe in the

franing area, and one with a nea ephone pole in the area. He telephoned

3} ; by tais time there was e3sed tee talk on the
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a révort into the Slerirets ozfice

car radio about Spaur and Neff chasing ROmBELING + Having mace his report, Chief

buchert returned to his regular duties, ‘he object had not gone away. His wife

Stopped Watching it. ‘The tine was about 5:20 ~M a 4
= 
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said before, it could change its angle,

t tiltec downward, and this is wir

a

cy

=

aad then it would move foreward with ae ir

Wepursued it, So mo one would sa aten too tinycookissst the wrong

“tine, oreo Something. The stif di in ithhave any effect on us; of course, your
BECERALLD comes Up pretty good. I started sweating; I didn't know what was going

Oo happen. It didn*t hama either myself or my partner. Of course, we made a. dash
or the car. I con't know waat we were gonna do once We got in it. I radioed

he cesk, This is when the sergeant asked us if we could observe the vehicle;
told him we could, very well. We watched it climb; we turned everything off

in the car completely. ‘There was sort of & whispers behind 2 humming noise, which
seened to come fran the object. This thing went straig:c up to about 250 or 400

feet and came back to the south side of the highway, dicecctly overhead.” (Spaur 4/17)

sack to 5:07 <= "this thine could go, like I

o
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 4
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The, sergeant, H.. Sheenfelt, instracted Spaur to keep the DFO under observation

until a camera Car could arrive, ‘hile -scy watched, the ob ject moved fron .
cirectly overhead to © s0int just over the center of the road, about 150 fect

“ahead, and "checked" “cs xrevel, hovering pertectiy stili, Spaur started the
az downthe road tosccd it, be could se now that it was Sroa 15 to 24 feet

“thick, top to bottom. It was rounded on the bottom; the tep could be seen
>.

dinly silouetied SoeAtt the si. The bottom and edses were a brillimt Dlue

White color, and the road was illuminated widerneath the object. Spaur had

noticed that when it elevated, the humming noise had gone up in pitch, and the

brightness had increased. When the UFO moved from the south side of the road,

over them, to it

thrown behind it, and the object tiltec dowm in Li

A - -S center at a distance, the spot of light on the cround seemed
ts Zorward direction of travel.
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(See map position 5) As tha men moved Eorwardiinl 3, the UFGrose to about
500 feet and receded fran then slowly. They sped ts. The UFO sped up. This

tky acceleration was resented several tines until, within about a uile, they
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Dout &O mn, |Still behind the object. bepary Sheriff Robert Wilson,

RAaGLO Operator, thinking this wocld be a good a oppor tun’?cyto see whether flying
saucers were weather Balloons, sugsested Spaur use his .44Magnum; he declined.

ogt. Shoentelt comsented, somewhat lichtly, that it woulc be well not to “agitate"
the object. Spaur’s seriousness was quickly communicated to the men in the

Yr. ar5 , and they were ali bacoming quite excited. Wilson turned on

the intercom so those at distant points within the station could hear his traffic.

Woaen P-1S got to Rte. 185, Spaur had to make a quick turn; he chose to fo South.

Tie object stopped, just off 224, aver a Field (45. hen Spaur turned back on

224, about & mile further, he and ‘eft watched the object cone South, cross the

reac, and make a turn te tic east Nooat a husived yards frog the read. It was

Still 1llwsinating the grouné. CGviile coatey, Recio Oxracer of the Sheriff's

Oriiee in the Columbiana Cumty Jsii in bLissen, dhie, heard Spaur say the UFO

Wis lighting the toac 86 well tat he wovlcm't Lave nmetced headlignts; when it

passed over a construction <ite ness Atwater Center, it 1Lt up a large crane,
re +o | = —weigeeum dete a ae ee - — sz « ee | : : +, y >It maintained its distance from tne reed witli 215 msared Berlin Reserveir;

then it rose again, to nearly 2 thoucané fect, end erossed the road to the ttorth,

before the twist, at the reservetir. (See 7; 6}. rt:remained cue noria for a

Best TENDERS Spaur conld see it out &LS tert witdewas they headed due east; then

it crossedthe road again to the scath, before they reached Canfield (9, 10).

(Ie mente beGini. .Leea that Doth ben wetc well aware cf the phenomenon of
relative moticn, cue te observer orientation changes, cl cistant opjects; ‘they
mentioned this, as well, in thei

te te det on eee

me eee

TRS emits now movany at an altitude of about 1600 feet, and Spaur*s ground

speed was nearly100 mph. Fortitately, the road was clear, with Reese any

ratfic ae this. tice of~ OTR. intortunstely, however, due tothe necessity
x Close attention to the reouivements ct the pursuit, and the excitement, of

those nm radio steiions vcniteriug their positicn talis, = mip. ctcurred which

hampered accuiriny photezraphic evidence, Both Reventa end Salem, Ohio radio

Operaters pointed out that, when Swaur ealG he wes on Rte. 14 (seme here as 224)
- — s—f Ba F — Sag te me et Le ee a Js,or ton 14 cL i ee oo4 a Cee an Oo. ‘3retes al —— CoG: t2Sencl nce isk, WaLch was once

Rte. 14. 5354 crosses bec) roate; 14A, nesr Sslen.. These Who did try to intercept

ot join im the pursuit, or use cameras, were frusteated. Whe camera car sent by

Portage Cotnty nad been outéistanced when, 2-15 reachec Eshoning Comey (Berlin

Reservoir). Deputy Sheriff Dave Brothers of Colimbiana County was waiting

outsice of Sales on 144A; when he heard Sper, of MeEE, say they were at Canfield,

ie realized what had happened, and tried to teach a better vantage point by driving

east on. 144, but it was too late.

When 15 reaches Canfield, the Uro. was MOVENG farther aid farthersouth, stiil
vunnint east, to their right. eff, whe is Eauiliar with the roaés in that area,

had Spaur turn right onto 4 traffic arc that bynasses Canfield, then they did

this, the UPO kept on going a bit, over the road shead of them (11); then, as

they preceeded south, it chanced its ecurse and came Dack ahead cf them .(12), to the

south, before the uypass actually began its curve. They Zollcowes the road wmtil

they could turn south asain, and headed due south down 14-46, with the UFO ahead

of thea to the south.



Tila CHASE (four)

The deputies noted, and broadcast, that when they had to slow down for traffic

lights, or other encumbrances, the UFO would siow also, as if to wait Zor them.

This happened several times before the end of the chase, except near Rochester,

when it went over a hill, but even then, and particularly then, when they

cnerged fron obscuring objects, it had dropped and was hovering, "in wait."

The deputies, mainly Spaur, were getting worried now. Orville Searry heard

their concern over no one else corroborating their observations, lest they

be thought lying. “Boy is this wicrd," Rovert Wilson noted as a Erequently

repeated cownent, More details were becoming apparent, as the object was

better seen by reflected daylight (the sum rose at 5:20), and its silhouette

had better contrast with the sky. ‘They noted a projection, about 13 feet long

and a foot or so wide at its base on the trailing top portion of the object;

this "antenna" tilted to the rear and tapered to a near point. ‘hey saw this

chicfiy when the UFO changed specd or direction. ‘The top appeared dome-shaped,

except, according to Spaur (Neff disacrees only with this feature of the Uro's

Jeseription), for a sharp drop-off near the “antcma"”. The front top half was

Still brilliantly self-illuminated, and so was the top tip of the rear, but

now they could see a gatiny metallic finish to the rest of the top. Spaur

turned off his radio once or twice to check for the humming noise; he still

heard it. Neff kept his head close to the winishield, watching the UrO high above.

*

As P-15 neared Columbiana, the UW"0, setting Cistant, again changed its velocity,

as if to keep with them; this was at the intersection of Rte. 165 (E-W) and

Rte, 14-46,

In Columbiana, Patroiman Jack Haines was searching for a camera. le acquired one,

but the deputies had passed, with a near disaster. ‘The UFO had turned left* onto

(over) Rte. 14 where it coes Ieft at a lacce intersection, of Rtes. 164 and 144,

When Spaur made a left turn, the cruiser Lit gravel and nearly went off the

road. Spaur is an excellent driver, however; he once raced cars, and has never

(or had never, until April 17) lost in a ptirsuit. ie negotiated the turn, and

followed the UFO, Which was going southeast now, over Rte, 14 toward thity.

East Palestine Patrolman Wayne Huston, in cruiser OV-1, sot into radio contact

with Spaur., We parked his car, engine rimaine, by Rte. 14, north of East Palestine,

and asked Spaur wiiete to look. Spawr veolied, “Look out your icit window, and up."

luston was standing by his car, talking wilh the extension Microphone (standard

equipment). Tle looked up 14 to theyortiuiest, and saw a bright light approaching.

Tne light took on detail, When it flew straignt overhead, tran the northwest

(500°), it was going so fast, and so high, ie could not study it, but he saw

a “partly melted ice crean cone” shape; flattened dome, self-iliuminated, and

brilliant cone underneath. ‘The conc, however, seemed not to be solid, but more

like a tapered light beam diffusing through smoke. The cone was bent to the

rear,of the direction of travel.

P-13 was just behind the object (on the ground). Wuston watched them fly by,

then jumped into his cruiser and took pursuit. It took several minutes to catch

up. By this time, the chase had continued to Penncylvania Rte. 51, and the road

was heading downhill, toward distant bills. tuston asiied his station to call the

Pennsylvania State Police Barracks at Chippewa, wiich they did, Tne men had

gotten out of range of Portage County radio, and calls were being relayed through
Orville Scarry, in Lisbon, Scarry began logcing the chase at 5:35, when P-15

was at the state line. There was no hope now of getting an Giio cruiser to

join the men,

* About 100°



TIS CluASS (five)

At the Chippewa, Pa. State Police Barracks, Trooper Antonio J. Taglienti, at 5:35,

received a phone call with a number of requests; call the airport; find out it

anything is on their radar; have interceptors sent up; assipn a Pennsylvania car

to aSsist. ‘Trooper Taglienti called the airport; "Nothing on our radar -=

only available planes too fast -- will try to get visual contact from other

aircrakt." te could hear the chase traffic over his telephone: ‘Ihe thing is

still above us." {hile he was trying to muster aid, he heard the cruisers roar

by; he looked out the window, but saw nothing unusual. No cruiscrs wore near

enough to help.

P-13 and OV-1 approached Brady's Run Park, a few miles out of Beaver, Pa.

The UFO approached steep hills near the road, The road got quite narrow.

A red Volkswagen came toward the park exit and hit a traffic light treadle.

Three trucks were coming toward the intersection from the east, and two more

loomed in front of the cruisers. Huston put on his siren. The light changed

to red, the UFO went up to 2000 fect, passed over the hill, and dropped behind

it, to their left. When P-13 and OV-1 got through the intersection, they

thought they had probably lost the object, but they had a good deal of momentum

left, and, hoping to see it on the other side of the hills, they continued down

the narrow highway toward Rochester.

Just past Fallston, they passed through a railroad underpass, and the road
widened. Huston had been piving Spaur_ intense attention, instructing him
as to turns coming-up. As they got out in, the open, ticy Spotted the object (i4)
near Rochester. Huston was the first to notice it; Spaur had been watching
him in his rear view mirror, and saw OV~1 nose down suddenly. ‘There it ist"

Huston cried. S§paur looked ahead and saw the object directly ahead, hovering

apparently still, over the highway. It had come down to a few hundred feet

and, as before, appeared to be waiting for them. Spaur noticed that its apparent

Size was larger than that of his rear view mirror.

$3 they approached it, the object went straicht up rapidly to about a thousand

fect, then took off horizontally, ahead of thea. ‘they followed it into Freeda

and towards Conway. Rte. 51 had changed to 65. ‘The object diminished in size.
Just before it took off horizontally, iuston caught sight of a projection on the

top, on the right side. (NOTE: This would be consistent with earlier descriptions

of the projection "to the rear", considering their speed, and that the highway

turns left into Rochester, about a mile after the I'aliston underpass.)

Spaur was receiving calls from Portage County, relayed through Lisbon, to

return to base. He was running low on fuel, and his carburetor mixture was

not rich enough at high speeds ("sucking air''). te said he would tur around.

By this time they were approaching Conway. Spaur saw a police cruiser parked

across the highway, up ahead.

Conway Policeman Frank Panzanelia had been heading home, off duty, when (about

5:40) he saw what he thought was a burmins airplane heading toward hin, atop

a hill. next to Rte. 65. We drove dowmhill to escape a collision. The object

was couing in his direction, from the southwest. As he reached the bottaa of
she hill and turned left, he saw, fron his left window, a large, glowing object

nove across his Eield of view from the west, away fron him, but headed south.

It appeared to ba about 35 Feat across, looked soething like a bisected football,

and near the rear rim of the oval bottom, had several dark-cireled light areas.

A projection went off the object, away fran him, at its rear. It might have been

tilted, with a bottom view toward him, but it didn't make much Sense to hin.

lie drove to an Atlantic service station next to Rte. 65 and parked his car.
when he got out, he saw the object move out over the Northern Lights Shopping

Center, east of him,



Tig CHASE (six)

The object appeared to Panzanella to be about an inch across at arm's length.

lic moved to the southeast corner of the station to get a closer look. Just

then Pp-15 and OV-1 pulled up beside his car. The officers got out and asked

if Panzanella had seen the object. "What object," he replied; it had seemed

So Strange to him he was reluctant to admit sceing it. When they told him they

had chased it in from thio, he called John pBeighey, Rochester Police Radio
Operator, and told him to call the airport,

The four men stood and watched the object withdraw horizontally, directly away

from then, until it was a dot, from 1/16" to 1/4" arm's length apparent size.
It hovered, Spaur heard sowething on the radio about aircraft being scrambled,
The object moved rapidly upwards wntil it was level with the crescent moon, ,

oft to its right. <A bright spot, which the occupants of P-13 had noticed next 7

“to the concave portion of the crescent, for sane time, was gtill there, Panzanella ‘
stood by his car, talking with Beirhey . Ile could not see the moon,

At its first position, the UFO seemed about a thousand feet up. Actual angular

elevation was around 11° from the horizon. After its first elevation, it appeared
about 3,000 feet high, It remained motionless in this position while a jet

commercial airliner flew underneath, Panzanella told this to Beichey, who
relayed it to the airport. (NOTE: Somewhere along the line, this got reversed;

in the FAA log, the airliner is above the UFO,) ‘Then the observers saw what

Secmed to be jet vapor trails or contrails, arcing from the west or northwest,

fron the left of the object, somewhat towards it. A voice on Panzanella's radio

announced that jets were being scrambled. ‘the object shot straight up and disappeared,

Whether it aissppesred by dimming out, diminishing, or what, 1s not quite clear,

Panzanella had been trying to get other cruisers m his frequency to see the

jets and/or the object.

After it went out of sight, Spaur decided to try to make it to Unity, where Huston

could refuel him. The three men Icft. Panzanella waited to see if the object

would return. As P-135 and OV-1 pulled away, Panzanella got a call fron Beighey,

instructing him to have everyone call 264-5000 (USAFR, Greater Pittsburgh Airport).

Panzanella drove after the Ohio officers with his pursuit light on, and caucht up

to them about three minutes after they left, in Freedom. As he approached then,

he heard a fading voice on his radio -- Henry Kwaitanowski, an Economy Borough

Patrolman. "Hey, Frank, I saw two jets . .. 4"

KWwaitanowski was standing by his cruiser, about three miles fron Conway, roughly

southeast. fe had been looking for jets, and trying to raise Panzanella on the

radio, but the traffic was largely between Panzganella and Beighey at that time.

Then Kwaitanowski saw two jets flying toward the sunrise, away from him, and behind

them, a Shiny, football-shaped object, keeping its distance, about the same size

as the jets. We observed this for two or three minutes, then called Panzanella,

jhe beginning of Kwaitanowski's observation seems close to the end of Panzanella's.

luston and P-15 drove to the Rochester Police Station, where Spaur called the

muuber at GPA, Te was interviewed briefly by "sone colonel" who hung up abruptly

after what seemed to Spaur a perfunctory interrozation, filled with suggestions

for canparisons of the UFO with faniliar objects. The officer promised to forward

the information to Wright-Patterson. (NOTE: Five hours later the UFO project

office ‘at the USAFR was unaware of the report.) Wo one else was interviewed. Neff,

Spaur and Huston went with Panzanella to get Spaur refueled, then Spaur and

leff went back to Unity with Huston, There they talked briefly with Dave Brothers,

the Deputy Sherift who had tried unsuccessfully to intercept them earlier. As they

drove back, they noticed several police cruisers parked at intersections, watching

them.



THE CHASE (seven)

When Spaur and Neff returned to Ravenna, they and their cruiser were checked

for radioactivity with a Geiger counter, by the Fire Chief and a Civil Defense

official. Nothing unusual was found. ‘The original site (of first sighting)

was not checked, Buchert's film was developed at the photographic laboratory

in the Court House, and four prints were made. By this time, the news had hit

the national press and broadcast media, which picked up the story by monitoring

the police radio traffic. Neff preferred to keep in seclusion from reporters,

which kept him from Spaur's exhausting experience of having incessant interviews.

Infortunately, the news media concentrated largely on Spaur; with the exception

of the Record Courier and the Reaver County Times, most papers and broadcasts,

as time passed, failed to emphasize the corroboration from the other officers

involved, A further distortion resulted from a hastyidentification of Chief

_Buchert's pictures with the P-13 sighting. Little note was made of what seemed

“to the deputies the chief aspect of the event: an extensive instance of police

cooperation crossing local boundaries, Had they been pursuing a bank robber,

this aspect may have been more clearly seen.

One event that occurred during the chase deserves particularly close attention,

and for that reason has been postponed until now: the apparent reception of a

jet pilot's radio transmission, reporting a close observation of the P-13 UFO.

When p-13 was traveling dow Rte. 14-224, near Canfield, two patrolmen listening

to the Salem, Ohio, police radio, decided to leave the station to watch for the

UFO's arrival in Salem; the report, "we're crossing 554," was interpreted to

mean 5454's intersection of 144A, instead of 14, near that town. The patrolmen,

Lonnie Johnson and Ray Esterly, expected to see the object come in from the

northwest; but while they were looking, they saw a jet plane in the distance,

at a small angle from the horizon, and then noticed an object in frontof the

aircraft, The jet was flying in a north-south direction, in the east. They

watched the jet "pursue" the object, which looked like a bright ball, five times

the size of the jet behind it, in level flight. ‘Two more jets arced in from
behind the first ome. This sighting lasted a little over a minute, as they

remembered; they radioed in what they were observing, about 5:50. Just after

getting this report, the Radio Operator, Jack Cramer, and Police Lieutenant

Richard whinnery heard an widentified voice break in on the regular traffic

(the voice was louder than normal, and unrecopnizable): "I'm going down to

_take a lookatit. . .« . I[TM right above it. . . » It'sabout Forty five’ feet
“across, andit's trailing something.”

This transmission, from an as yet unidentified source, was received just five
minutes before Orville Scarry, Radio Operator in Lisbon, logged the deputies
crossing the state line. ‘This would put them, at the time of the "voice",

just east of the patrolmen watching from Salem.

The UFO in this case, however, seems to have been a different one: it was
larger and higher than the one P-13was following. (See statement, by Officers

Johnson and Esterly, and their drawing.) ,
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NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE

ON AERIAL PHENOMENA

Ee a eee WASHINGTON, D. C, 20036 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES)
CABLE ADDRESS: 1536 CONNECTICUT AVE.. N. W.

SKYLIGHT

April 27, 1966
MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE

USMC trRET.) DIRECTOR

Complete notes fran Log at base radio station in Columbiana County Jail in Lisbon, thio,
cacerning Spaur-Neff UFO chase of April 17, 1966. Copied April 27, about 10:30 PM,

under supervision of Orville Scarry, radio operator who monitored the chase.

AM 5:35 TR Portage Co “Your P-15 -— Is At The Col. Pa. Line — ok — Adv When Another

Unit Picks It Up For Him To Return To The Base =

5:50 RT Portage Co ‘\hhats The Location Of B15 = Just About Into Freedom, Pa. -

Also OV-1 = Of East Palestine Is Running With Him — Still

Observing The Object - Bright Light With A Rope Or String Attached

To It - 1500-2000 Ft In Height - Traveling At Speed Over 100

Miles An Hour - ok = Have Him 25 & Return To Base — ok ¢

5355 TR P15 "Signal 25 - ok — & Return To Base — ok = Turning Around Now -

6:15 RT P15 Some Govt. Officials mts To Talk To Us, Adv My Office -
We Are West Of Free:ion — ok

6:15 TR Portage Co Gave The Avove - ok - Then Have Them 25 = ok =

O
o e; ~
] a Portage Co Gave them The Above —- ok =

6:40 TR KQ854 "Do You Know Whether They Got Pictures Of That Object - Don't

(E Liverpool) Believe So =~ P15 Of Portage Co & OV-1 Of E.P. Seen The

Object, They Ran It To Freedom Pa — Also P13 Pick This Up At

Deerfield, - ok -

7330 RT P15 Want f€o thank your Dept. for handling my traffic - my Badge No.

is - 15. Anytime P-13. OK. (Mantua = took Pics of the Object

& Five People at Monroe Falls, Saw ite) (P-L - contacted a

pittsburgh PD Unit & they serambled some Jets, that flew under

the Object.)

Note : As I was leaving the Jail from copying this Log, Jailer Harold Cleckner testified

that no one from the Air Force had interviewed any of the men working there, to the

best of his knowledge; "They would have talked about it to mee” Said I coulé use

his name for this testimony.

A privaloly-supported factjinding body sexning the national public interest



Log notation for April 17, 1966, submitted by Kenneth K. MeMechen, Federal

Aviation Agency, Greater Pittsburgh Airport, Room 311:

Daily Record of Facility Operation

Location: Pittsburgh, Penna.

Identification: PIT

Type Facility: Tower

Operating Pos.: All

Time: 10:58 (5:58 AM EST) -- Revd call from State police at BVR & Rochester

Police, Seems that some Ohio police had spotted this flying object flying SE bnd

in venty E Palestine. They took after it & were able to follow it by maintaining

speed of approx 105 mph. It was large, round, had a large antenna sticking out

of the top & several big white lights around it, They wer on Rt. 51 & they lost

it as it crossed the river east bnd. They saw UA7454 lvg here enrt BUF & this

object went blo United, It was approx 500", United was climbingto 19,000. Ckd

& pilots didn't see anything. Referred to USAF for action. Nothing observed on

radar to fit this description. There were 5 cars (I blv this is cqt) flwg it for

a 30 min period,

Mc. Wes Miller, UA Supervisor at Greater Pittsburgh Airport suggests that the first

of the four digits in the flight number is an FAA prefix. Suggests writing the

Supervisor, Ticket Control, United Airlines,’ Inc., PO Box 8800, O'Hare International

Airport, Chicago, Illinois 60666 for passenger list.
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at Rochester, Pa.

out" on both sides

WIG & From initial interview with Dale F. Spaur: his conparison

of UFO size with that of rear view mirror in car, when UFO

was seen ahead of him after coming through underpass area

This is apparent size of UFO, in answer

to question, "If it had gone behind your rear view mirror,

would the mirror have covered it?" Spaur answered that even

if it had centered behind the mirror, it would have "stuck

|

Smaller figure below | UFO is my illustration of what I meant by
“apparent size” when'I asked the question that way. I sketched
the window diagram; Spaur drew in the UFO-size-diagram. WW
(Spaur's sketch of UFO appearance on separate sheet.)

|

Fron initial Enteryten in fperson with Frank Panzanella -~ his sketch of
UFO seen when turning from 2nd\ Ave. onto 10th’ St. in Conway, Pa., prior —

hee Northern Lights Shopping Center, then——to a alapbject move away
hover, just before other

——~._ officers arrived.

— a

~



DESCRIPTIONS OF NUMBERED DRAWINGS: SPAUR-NEFF, HUSTON

SPAUR-NEFF, UFO DETAIL

1, Projection, tilted from rear (trailing edge) 18' long, tapered to tip

2e Dome-shaped top; partly metallic, partly self-illuminated

3. Glowing front (leading edge)

4. Cone-shaped light underneath

5. Glowing tip of trailing edge

6. Metallic surface

7. Sharp “drop-off" (Neff disagrees; remembers more rounded here)

8. Rounded “undercarriage”

9. Line separating metallic from self-illuminated portions

SPAUR-NEFF, SIGHTING TERMINUS \V/ guy?

1, Bright spot to right of moon, a little above axis of symmetry of crescent 4

2. Crescent moon (bump in concave portion indicates "nose" of "Man in Moon”)

3. TV antenna on nearby house, through whose elements Spaur and Neff saw the

UFO hovering before lst upward elevation

4. Position of UFO after lst elevation, level with moon to right

5. Position of UFO after 2nd elevation, above moon (now moving away, or disappearing)

(NOTE: Panzanella agreed with relative positions of levels of hovering; Spaur
agreed with Panzanella'’s on-the-spot location of object relative to nearby houses;
Spaur examined a photograph made from the spot he claimed to have been standing.)

HUSTON, UFO DETAIL

1. Cone-shaped light underneath

2. Bright, self-illuminated solid appearing top

3. Dome shape

4, Cone tilted toward rear, of direction of motion, more so than shown here.

(NOTE: Huston testified to having seen, once, a projection; only got one view of it.)

FURTHER NOTES: Spaur-Neff joint signed testimony: Until over a week after the

sighting, Neff was “in hiding," refusing to be interviewed by anyone. I typed a

summary Statement for Spaur to take to him, along with Spaur's drawings. Neff

finally agreed to be interviewed on April 28. 1 mailed the statements and drawings

to Spaur;" there was some confusion as to who was to sign the extra spaces; Spaur
did this, so Neff signed elsewhere on the sheets. -- WW
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NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE

ON AERIAL PHENOMENA

TELEPHONE: NORTH 7-9434

WASHINGTON, D, C. 20036 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES:
CABLE ADDRESS: 1536 CONNECTICUT AVE.. N. W,

Siege By Deputy Sheriff Dale F. Spaur and Posse Member W. L. Neff
MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE STATEMENT: On April 17, 1966, at about 5:00 AM, the undersigned,
USMC (RET. DIRECTOR

Dale F. Spaur and Barney (W. Le) Neff, were patrolling the southeast portion of Portage County,

Ohio, We had been hearing radio traffic about a UFO near Portage County. Wwe found an abandoned

Randel ph.car on the berm on Rt. 224 between Atwater and Prag Forth ON of Dial aerthrts toy. Wwe

left our car to routinely investigate this vehicle. Spaur noticed a light over the trees on

the hill next to the berm, and called Neff's attention to it. as W/¢/"Watched, the light

came Closer and a large, selfi-illuminated object was seen as its source. The ovject came

directly overhead and hovered above us, Its light lit up the ground where we were standing,

and our cruiser, +15. It was too bright to look at without hurting the eyes, we got into

our car and radioed that we had spotted the UFO. During that time, it began moving away from

us. We followed it down 224 onto Rt. 14, to the Ghio-Pennsylvania border, and into Pennsylvania

on Rt. 51; then through Rochester, Pa., and on Rt. 65, up to Conway, where we stopped, As we

passed Hast ralestine, Ohio, Patrolman Wayne Huston, of the East Palestine Police, joined in

our pursuit. In Conway, Pa., Officer Frank Panzanella met us where we stopped, and we stood

with him watching the object as it hovered and then rose, twice, in a rapid climb, ‘The object

seemed 30-45 feet across, and 18-24 feet high. The light it gave off lit up the ground over

the road and over fields as we pursued it. At first it was about 150 feet up; then it rose

to around 1000 feét. During the chase it changed altitude and direction, maneuvered smoothly,

had a sort of dome-shaped top, and at times showed a projection on the top part, near the

trailing edge. Wot all of it was self-illuminated; part of the top trailing portion looked

metallic; not shiny, but satiny, At times we puvgi¢d/X¢/4AA measured its g¢#éufA speed over

the ground at about 103 miles per hour. At one point, near Rochester, we lost it while

getting through a bridge-underpass area, but when we emerged, it had come down lower and

seemed to have waited for us; it went off fast ahead again then, We were, and are, sure we

were not chasing an illusion, or seeing a reflection, star, planet, or similar still object,

A frinatelySth agedfacbfiactfinding body. sexing the nationalfucblic tnterxest
AS far as our part in his sighting is concermed, at least, the article by Tom Schley in the

Beaver County Times, April 18, 1966, about this, is accurate. Signed:

Date: April 27, 1966
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FIRTIGR == concerning UFO pursuit, April 17, 1966

By Dale F. Spaur

Someone claiming to represent the U. S, Air Force interviewed me on Monday and Thursday

after mg sighting and pursuit of a UFO on April 17. Both interviews were by phone, and

were the only ones. ‘the first was about 24 min., the second about 1} min. Each time,

the interviewer seemed to want me to say I had only seen the FO a few minutes, because

when I said how long I had seen it, he did not ask any further questions about my sighting.

pate: _ 4A—L7- Zo

By W. L. Neff

* The extent of Air Force interviewing of me Se ILA aah ce Ae ge /

UFO sighting is as follows: abe dpoow
Discussed:

Dates -- /length -= hr. mine VW) leo rs Wp Uf

(Please make further appropriate comments on this:)

Signed: Date:

Aprivaloly-sufiported factjinding body serving the national public interest
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Second page =<- partial transeript,

Ws

Ns

gust
a

when the road womd,.

interview, jeitzel

ee

—)

Dic it seem to follow the roac pretty

It seemed to follow Rte. 14 to Gantiehds from Canfield it took 14, <<

it was om the yee of wus sit the wey out to Canfield == at Canfield we turned
tight, on 24 and either4 T Ch, I don’t remember the route ticht. noisy and went

southeast. Ss ae to Connmbiansa, we turned teft on 14 at Colimbians, that's a
stop Sign, and mim it straight through to eftteburch. And when the road‘seem to

take a sharp turn, it would cross the rond? md most of the time it would mm in a
straight line echead of us. ‘ihen we Crommed down behind the hiil, on 51, in senn-

Sylvania behind Beaver, it seemad just 1° LE waited for us when te fot hung up,

or

We

delayed in <xTaleF ie °

Did you tetas very many other ecrer
er trucks?St oe Cmde Wi -s

7 : aa

N: We passed yery few cars or trucks; we did pass a few. snd then we picked un
another officer from Sert “alestine. don't romember his name he thts Now, MWe fot in

behind us just before ra went acress the veursylivania line. Tow neny miles ft

Couldm't say.

* ad -

W; Did you ever 1Ce 2 ROLSS Coming cmon thes thing?

N: Well, when we first seen it we thovdixt. we heard a low him, or a thine, or seme

uk Lt could have i
tet - = ° *
EnSu,, DUE 2E been neAroy phone, or Licht wir

Wag *T aro an “ne =~ nl nm?
Was Lhere any Wane ox wae ee

ths soad wei—_<———

abcut what happened+
Aa®,

nen
=f

Ws

W s

stay right there.

. ro

lp When you got to, to near pittsburgh?

Tin
en Ete ae sfeet oaksPRECy

yaat did the thing cdo, whi

ecemeod to ¢

And

well, its

t would go up and

Ns well, we got in near pittsburgh, dowm across the fennsylyenia line, we run out
pos ~ - 355 - : Le -* te = - 2

of radio eentaci. we got dam into Conway, there was 2 patrol car sitting in 4

gas: station; we pulie? in ane told him waet-was coin on .
5 :

or | - ae i ee
We And what did he sar about. it?

Ne Be didn't know what to say, mith, shout it.
—

* Ld

We Did he see the object with you?
ene.

*

N: Right.
———_=

2A - La wu 7 r le -
Ws Did you wateh it, after you stopped, for any length of tine?

eman, we stayed there

a

VievwTM

~~ °

or fiiteen minutes,ete

& you were watching it?

» probably two or three miles, and just step, and

went straight up fron. there.

oT] - 7

or Cid Zt Step when Lt went up, ane move art
=>)

thing

| -

ALN:



Third page -- Partial transcript, interview, weitzel -- Neff

Ws what was your last view of this thing? Did you see it disappear in the distance,
or blink out, or anything like that?

N: It didn*t seem to blink out. There was a passenger plane, I believe a Roeing 797,

ass beneath, almost directly under it, the angle we was locking at i

Wwe is a3 = : = ,We when cid you Stop watching it, and why did you stop watching it?

N: Well, we were still, we figuredwe Bae better start back. ‘The Conway police
|

5 

*ae called Greater pittsbucch Airport, I believe it was, and they took Lt over from
Chere,

W: Did you ever tall with anyone from the Air Force?

. ft, : J -f, _N: No, I didn t. Dale talked to, uh, aman dow there, who he was, I do not Imo.
Dale said his name, but I dont: r

Ws Do you mow if it sounded like Rollin, or Garvin? "Colonel Rollin,'"* could it

have been?

N: It might have been; I'm not too coot on names.

W: What about after that, in the phase after that, wp mtil now, did anyone from the

Air Force talk to you?

N: Nobody has. sxcept for you. snd I believe you're with the Air Force,

Ws No, i'mwe th a private investigative aATeNey (NOTE: Yhad explained NICAP's

status to Neff at the start of the anterviit~) Cen you remember any other details

about this “es mf, that scemed to standout to you? Now it affected you, for example.
were you afraid of it, or nervous?

iM: LT wouldn't say Iwas afraid of it, but I wasn't actually st peace with it, either!Cokeee eee

I mean, it didn't really shake me up or bother me half as much as it did Dale.
— 

=

Ws Did it seem strange to you in any war?

N: Yeah, it sure did: me of the strancsest things I ever run acrosss°

We Could you relate it to enything, could you say it looked like mything? Imean,

mything that flew, or anything you're =miliar with, that oes through the air?

N- Not that Itve ever seen fly before. Iwas in the service, in the Ssebees, and we

built a missile tracking base, at Cane Cmaveral, *ittie island between Cuba an’ Pucrto
- - - ’

Rico, called Grand Turk. And I seen many a missile, and stuff come over there, ta

“hey shot off Cape Canaveral; and it never looked like mone o£ them.

We ‘What would you say was the minimm and the macdmum altitude of this thins?

Ne Minimum I'd say was between, I’m just guessing, 4-600 feet; Maximum, when we

was chasing it, run about, I'd say the most would be 5,000 Feet. £Eter there, it
- « - - 5 == . ?

got up to where it just looked Like a dot in the air: it got off a ways; you couldn
't

tell.

W: Did you ever have to lean forward, and look up from the windshield, to see it?

7 ‘ +

N: Right. Most of the time I sat right up next to the » ‘nishield. You'd Sait EO!
” 4e we 647 mos A 5A overne¢ nd . AS = ar a

ty close; once in a woile Lt wis almost . ActesSit upup pret y ’ s% yas straight overhead, it we pratt=e cl O5Se
overhead, I don’t know; I don't think
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TATSMGNT BY WAYNEHUSTON, OFFICER IN EAST PALES TINS, OHIO, POLICES FORCE,
CONCERNING UFO SIGHTING OF APRIL 17, 1R06

Last Palestine has radio contact with Portage County. I heard it all

Start about 5:00 AM. When Spaur and Neff got closer to this area, I talked

with Spaur by radio. I mt him at the north edce of the city on Route 14,

a. p x = -
i_saw the thing when Dale was about five miles away from me. “Siempre,OV —j

can't you sce it?!" he said, and I dic. tt was running down Rt. 14, about
600-900 feet up when it came by. That was the lowest I ever saw it,

AS it flev ves iwas standing by my cruiser. I watched it go right

+ overhead. it was shaped Sonatthing like ar itecresm cone, with a sort of
par] yf . emmcked- dow £60. I don*t know whether the bottom was solid or not; it
nefted might have been like a searchlight beam, coming to a point; but it was so

Q@ bright I would say it was brighter than the sun when it came up. ie point — Q_
aad: part of the cone was underneath; the top was sort of like a dome. =~
vo — =

q Sspaur and Neff came down the road ricsht after it. I fell in behind then.
‘ We were Going SO = 65 miles an hour, a couple of times to around 105 miles anil

hour. At one point at least, I was almost on Spaur's bumper, and we checked

with each other what we saw. It was right straight ahead of us, a half to
three fourths of a mile ahead,

I a faniliar enough with Rochester and I suided him by radio, because I

coulcn't pass him in Bridgewater, to lead him. At Brady*s Run Park, a car

Started to come out, hit the tratfic light treadle,and some trucks were there;

we had to slow down, and lost sight of it. we cae on down Rt. 51; just after

we came out of the rattrogs underpass in Bridgewater, coming out of Fallston,
_we Spotted it again over by Rochester, anc then in front or them again waen we
“turned to Rochester. St - g 4

‘

Ail the way we were trying toget contact with a Dennsylvania car. Had

the base call Chippewa State Police station to see “ia they had a car on 51;
they didn't, The first Yennsylvania car we saw was in BOnuays Dale was low

on {as in Conway, and we “stopped where Frank panbariotie WaS parked. Frank saidoer

“airplane. _ Frank vadioed to his dispatcher, who called the airport and they

3 

rs 

Tt was a
n
”| 7 he had seen it but cidn't think too much about it at first; thought Tt wasom

|

“notified tthe Air Force. After we started talking, as though it monitored out
broadcast, it went straight up. [We could still see it, but hardly. We just

q UV saw it altogether about 20 minutes in Conway. We were going backwhen Prank

a

at HhUi RP ele pent Sora, 3—Hhergl.

Stopped us in Sreedaa and said they wanted us to call the Air Force. Some
et eee Sree Roches ore

AT epgsssAP Ds tar ieee aS aad abba estas
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TESTIMONY G* WAYNS HUSTON <= CONTINUED

I would add to this that no one in my other official capacity than NICAP has

contact me concerning this sighting. I have received no commumications from

any government or military agency. ‘The Air Force, to my knowledge, has not

investigated this sighting from my point of view, or expressed any interest in
my: information, - -

——
—_—

The following is a sketch of the object I saw as it flew overhead, when I was
standing by my car by Rt. 14:

<A
fi pri ae

WAYNE 17
HUSTON S V/EWW
OE PALL WEE:

SIENATUR se



COMVLETY TRANSCRIVT CP INTERVIGW WITH WAY USTON, PATROLMAN, EAST PALYSTINE,

OiLO, VOLICE DSPARTMENT: TAVED AvRIL 25, 1966 (W: Weitzel HH: Huston)

W: ‘This is an interview with William Weitzel md wayne Huston, of the East Palestine

Police -- is that Last Palest'tcen" or vast Palest"ine'?

East. Palest‘een',~
~

e
t

Ws walest’een', Ghio. The date is April 25, 1966; time, 5:05 PM. Discussing Officer

Huston's "chase" with Dale Spaur and Barney Neee on April 17, 1966, Now, we just
read this statement through, and I'm going to cross out, “from Rochester,TM at the end

of it, cette the Colonel wasn't frau Rochester, that you were to call; the call
was £rom Rochester,

H: The call cam from the Rochester volice Department.

W: I*ll x that out. (Does so.) Did you hear any noise when this went over, Wayne?

li: No. The oly, like I say, the only tine that I was out of my car, when TI could,

was Wicn I was, first started the chase. And I heard no noise at that time at all.

Ww: (€vresents a copy of ULI release om USAF conclusion) Wonder if you'd mind reading

that out loud, just for the record on the tape.

il: Nine Air Force thinks the Ravenna wesy Sheriff chased a satellite or the planet,
Venus, waen he pursued what he said was an unidentified flying object in a patrol car

last Gunday. AN Air Force xveport raionsed Friday said another UFO photographed in
the town of Mantua cicht miter north of Ravenna also was Venus. The double image
that showed on the film was probably due to processing defects, The lawnan who pursued

wnat he thought was a UFO was Deputy Sheriff Dale F. Spaur. Te reported that he and

his partner chased the object at high specds for about ninety minutes into vennsylvania.

Tac Air Force thinks what Spaur saw was a satellite passing overhead. When it appeared,

they said, he focused his eyes on Venus. ‘The report noted that Venus was rising in

the southeast and was brighter than any star in the sky. Om the same day Spaur

Staged the chase, rolice Chief Gerald Buchert of Mantua Uhio spotted and photographed
an object which looked like two table saucers put together.

W: That's the end of the article. ‘hat was the entire press release. What do you

think of that?

i: ita not too familiar with the stars, and so forth, but I don't think it was.

I don*t think that the characteristics of it, and through sone of the people I've
tal ked to, they sald it was impossible for it to be anything like that.

Wig \at would you Say about your own sighting, that disproved this star idea?

i: well, I coiuldn‘t understand its chanwnging its course the way it did, if it was a

Star; I don't think it's characteristic ofthemto do that, plus its slowing down and
pickingup speed, I don't, I don't widerstana thac. uilke I told you before, Spaur

really got a better view of it than any time that I did. He stated to me, or he made

te remark to me, that it was running right along the road, alongside of him, at one

time. jell, I was never that close to it, ‘The closest I ever was to it was, I guessed

Lt approximately eight to nine hundred fect overhead, that I was the closest to it '

at any time,

WA
 o

s

We What Was it doing? When you saw that

Hs It was going right down the road, probably eighty miles an hour ground speed,

"Cause that's about the speed that Spaur said whea I jumped in my cruiser, to come

after Spaur, why, he said he was running between ci ghiy and eighty edie miles an er pach
‘And I know it took mea dist ance o£, weil, I didn't measure it at t time, I wasn

thinking aleut MEAP TIOS anything, but {I iknow it took me some distance to catch up
Fiecttee ae Ged. & beige ehaets



Second page -- caniplete transcript, interview, Weitzel -- Tluston : s %

Wz when you iirst saw this thing, did you have to move your head at all, to watch it?

Hz: “ell, I was standing more or less sideways, looking over one shoulder, and I

watcicd it go by, well the thing was, of course it was only just a matter of seconds,

until it was by, and I was in my eruiser, and starting the pursuit with Spaur. But it
was traveling fast, I know it was traveling fast; I*we worked enough traffic that I

know, you stand on the side of a road and you see a car going by eighty miles an hour,

you don't have much time to look at it.

We You gave a description of this before, and I"ve written it up here, but I wonder

he .in-ycour own words you couid give it

liz It's hard to Geseribe, I noticed, the way you've written it up there, it's a

"squashed" icc cream cone; it looked like to me, the best I can describe it, like an

ice cream cone, me scoop of ice cream, that part of it had melted, and kind of run

down flatter; —

W: OX, I*il change that wording then. "Squashed" to "Melted", (Docs so.(Later.)

il; But as far as the cone part now, I don't think that was a solid substance; it looked

more like, it looked more to me like light rays, or some kind of light like you'd flash

a flashlight in cog, or smoke, or something, coming down from the bottom of it.

W; was that fairly accurate, how I described that, now?

Wi OX. Have you dcara from any other people, that were interested in this sighting,

to interview or intcrrogate you in any way?

Iz: No; I*ve had, not too much of that as I*ve had a couple of letters from the local

school, newspaper editors, the Kiwanis there in Bast valestine, wanted me to cane and

talk at one of their Kiwanis mectings, but other than that, that's about it nave

Wz: Was any official agency contacted you or interviewed you?

ji: Noe Noe

W; Did the Air Force call you up?

Noe I haven*t talked to the Air Force at all.

W: iow Go you feel about the Air Force's saying this?

| H: I feel that they know more than what they're telling the public. jihat their reason

|| for that is, I don't know, But I think that the tMhited States is too smart, and too

| aggressive toast sone thing kethis be going on without probing into it and knowing
| a bit more than they 're telling the public.

G0V_o ——

ws Tow I*m going to change this wr, "“squashed" to “partly melted", I want this to,

be just as accurate as it can be. (Makes changes.)

li: There*s one other mistake on there, where you have he used my name, “wayne on

the radio; it was "OV-1", ‘That was my car call ietters. Any time that we carried

communications between car to car it was “OV-1 to P15." OV-1 or ywI15.

Ww: OKe (Makes Ganges, )



Third page -- complete transcript, interview, Weitzel -- Huston

ll: Becmse until we stopped in Rochester == or in Conway -= he had no idea what T

looked like and I had no idea what he looked like. We were talking car to car, and
that was ite

W: This was off of Tom Schley's notes directly, on that one. ‘That would be oh vee
dash one?

Ti: Ma ham, That's the “ast palestine car.

W: llow's the public around here taking this, when they talk to you?

H: It‘*s pretty well quicted dow, now. The public was awful curious over it, I -=

every place you would go, or no matter where you go, way, they want to ask questions

about it, and what [I feel, and so on and so forth.

Ww: Tlas anybody harassed you, or made fun of this?

a
e
diz: No, nothing other than, close friends, or they kid you about it, but, - I got

a Gall, last night, from a womm that, she said that she got a letter from her

daughter. Wer daughter's in tmoxville, Tennessee, and there was a pretty good

write up in the Mnoxville, Tennessec newspapers. She wanted to call and tell me

about it.

Wi Tlas anyone else told you that they saw it, or have you heard about anyone who
Saw it?

liz No, not too much, no. There hasn't becn, I don't think anyone told me they saw

it, a lot of pcople told me they wished they had seen it. ‘That they was up that time

of morning, and they wished they had been outside, or sanething to that effect.

we what was that you said in there, about if one of these came over again? (Reference

to previous statencnt.)

: It's been a misance to me, really, I mean, I*ve been harassed so much on it;

like I say, I work two jobs, I work midnight turn. and for three nights, three days,

I didn't get any sleep. Tecause they, that telephone was ringing continually, and

they wouldn't only call once; they'd call twice, they‘d call three times; my wife

was trying to take the phone calls, trying to keep them off my back so I could get

some sleep, I was still working; ---. ;

uz If we're taking too much time up, please tell us, but I don't think this willtake more than ten more minutes, ("Us" -- weitzel and Tom Schley, Beaver County Times)
(Types. tuston draws sketch, signs papers.)

(luston's statement to NIGAP composed partly of notes taken by Tom Schley on April 17;

rest, Weitzel’s phone call to Huston from Ohio April 20.)

W: Did you ever see any projection on the object?

liz I've told people I did. At one time -- but I'm not real sure. At one time I

thought that I -= just when we was coming out of Bridgeport (Bridgewater -- 1/) into

Rochester, wiere you get into that mass, bunch of bridges dam there. [I thought I

Saw a projection cauing out of it here on the right hand side, But I just got one

Glimpse of it, I glanced at it once and I had to look right back to the roadway again.

That's the only time that I saw it. But when I had my closest view to it, I didn't

see anything like that,
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v3 Was this oone down here tilted to the back, or the right, or left, or what?

-~
 
—
*iz Secmd like it was tilted toward the rear, 'Course my sketch don't show it

too mich that way. (Signs sletch; weitzel reproduces on stt, for second Ssignaturee)
I haven't talked to Spaur since that mormming. (Long pause before this sentence.)

': Ma hmm. Sign real heavy at the bottom. You haven't talked to him at all since

that moming?

us fT called him one night, and it was his night off. And f haven't had a chance, I --
we're undermanned down here, at Zast Palestine now, and a man on vacation,

Vi (Adjusting sheets; luston signing papers.) Nov, would you mind if any of this
information got into the press, or would you prefer it be kept confidential?

Hz: I'd rather keep it out. If at all possible.

Wz: Do you mind if any of it gets into a hearing in Congress, or to any Congressmen
who might be interested in the conflict between the Air Force's testimony and yours?

is As far as ITM, as long as I'm not too much involved. I'll tell you the reason
why I say this: there's quite a hassle dow at Bast Palestine right now on me

leaving the city wmprotected, I don't Imow wiat's going to cane out of it. It’s
im the air down there, but I don't know what's going to come out. I == our local
newspaper kicked me pretty hard for leaving the city wprotected, and, it's Starting
to quict down now, at first I thought that Z was going to be in trouble, but it's
Starting to quiet down now; I wouldn't like anything to rile it back up again.

W: (Preparing stt to this effect.) \ie're concerned that other people are not
concerned enough, that you could do sowething like this and get talen to task for it.
We consider that it was not only helpful, it was vital, of vital importance that you

did chase this and can add your testimony to the other officers’. What we're trying

to do 1s to change the public attitude toward this so people won't, number one, be

taken to task for investigating it, and number two, have to look into it in the first
place.

Schley (approaching car): Is it OK now?

Ws Yes, everything is all over.

liz: Is that all you needed fron me?

W: Yes, and if you can wait half a second, I'1l give you a copy of that news paper.

(Gets Copy. Recorder turned off,)
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PARTIAL TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW WITH JACK E. CRAMER, SR., RADIO OPERATOR WITH

SALSM, OHIO POLICE DEPARTMENT: TAPED APRIL 27, 1966 (W: weitzel C: Cramer)

W: Did the object, did he describe it as wobbling, or perfectly level, or what?

CG: No, he just, uh, way I got it, it would raise, and then take off straight.
It would go so far, it seemed like, and, the way he was telling it, it would more
or less wait until they got there, because it was, they couldn ‘t keep up with it;

and aS soon as they would get up underneath it, or where they could see it right

good again, why, zooh, it would take off. No, he didn't say mything about it

wobbling. ——<—<a a ace he a Tt ES =

W: when it stopped, md seemed to wait for them, did it come down and wait, or
did it wait at the same altitude?

C: No, the same altitude, the way I understood him to say; I never heard him say

it come dow at all; it was always, it would go straight up, and then take off,

W: I see,

C: He said it didn’t level up; he said that it went straight up.

W: How many times do you think it actually had stopped? During the entire chase

that you heard on the radio?

C: well, let's see, it seems to me it was at Deerfield, that would be one, and I'm

not sure whether he said there at 554 and 14 or not (near Berlin Center); I know he

did at Cmfield, and at 165*, I believe,was the three times thatI heard him Say it

appeared to stop and wait on hin. ~ Nowbefmay have said it down here at this inter-
“section,dow by Oolumbiana, but I'm not sure about that. Because that was getting

out of range, too, to hear, It was at least three times, I'm sure, that he said it

acted like it was stopped and waiting on him. And it would rise, a little bit, each
time that it stopped. And it went up to about a thousand foot there at 165; that's
when he mentioned about the jets from Youngstowm, That's where it went up to a

thousand foot; he said it looked like it was about a thousand foot,

W: ‘The driver mentioned that? What did he say again, about the jets?

C: le was talking to his dispatcher, and he said, "Do you suppose you could get some

jets out at Youngstown," he said, "Boy, that thing's really going up in the air,"

he said, "it must be about a thousand foot now." Where it had been around, oh, I

suppose, fran Berlin Center, downto there, down to five hundred feet. Or as near

as he could judge it, that is, yo mow; it's a little hard to judge, I have an idea,

W: (kay, uh, now: Could we -= I have the thing starting out here at Atwater, and

I'd like to make a list of the tums it made, onto different routes, s0 I can

describe its "itinerary," so to speak.

C: Yeah. well, that was on 224, and then at Deerfield, it was 224 and 14, See,

14 comes into 224 at Deerfield. And then, of course, that's still going west, it

hadn't made any turns.

W: Going west?

C: Going east, Imean. It hadn‘tt made any turn at Deerfield, It didn't make any

turn until it got there at, just at the edge of Canfield. And that's when it turned

south. And come down to the, Columbiana.... That's 14 and 46, then, ‘cause 224 goes

straight east, And it com down to the edge of Columbiana, and that isstill 14 and 46,

and it went east then, off of 14 and 46, and 46 would end down at Rt.7, and 14 would

catinue to the pennsylvmia line.

* 165 crossing here due east, not farther south.



PARTIAL TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW WLTH DAVE BROTHERS, COLUMBIANA CTY,., OiIO,

SHERIFF'S DEYUTY: TAPED April 27, 1966: (W: Weitzel Bs: Brothers,

B: I don't know what time it was, but I started listening to it on the radio when
that Portage County Deputy was following down Rt. 14. I was out on Rt. 14(A) west

of Salem, and I was under the opinion that they was caning in . on 14 into Salen,

but they was on northern 14, and they came into Canfield. I didn*t realize the

speed that he was running, so I turned to the east and started chasing after then,

But the speed they were running, I couldn't catch up; I was about two or three

Minutes behind it all the time. But about ail I saw in the sky was, I did see

three airplanes, which was denied in the newspaper, that there was no airplane;

I saw the three planes, and they were going in the same direction, east, into

Pennsylvania; and the planes left a little vapor trail, but they weren't jetseeces

They were running too slow for jets, because I was keeping up to them,... I could

make out the image of what they were, airplanes, And I only saw one jet, tit that

was farther east, and it looked like he was, he was coming west, and he just turned

around and went back east, because you could see this vapor trail, when he tumed

around and went east. But other than that, I never spotted that object they were

Chasing see. —s — 7

m= - .

W: What kind of traffic did you hear on your radio?

B: Well, it all started up in Portage County, is where he spotted this thing off

to the left, and he said that this thing was a bright light, and it was only about

forty feet off the ground, as I remember when it first started, And he said he was

going to Follow it, and it went straight up, and it started -- I don't know what

route it took until it hit Rt. 14 up here. But he hit Rt. 14, and he said he was

coming into Deerfield, then he said he was going into Canfield, and it made a turn

to the south at Canfield, and it came down Rt, 46, and it came into Columbiana,

and made a turn to the east o Rt. 14 again and headed into Pennsylvania. And it

just followed the highway perfect, At all the time,

W: You heard that on your radio? You heard them talking about it, when they first

saw it?

B: Oh, yeah. Yeah wees

W: Can you give me an account, beginning at the start, in as much detail as you

can remember, and you can backtrack if you have to, of what you heard on your radio?

B: Well, like I say, when it first started, I couldn’t hear the Portage County car,

he was too far away for our mobile units. But Portage County was kind of joking with
him, at first; I remember them saying, “Don't blow your siren and don't scare the

thing, to, dm'‘t do nothing to agitate it," is what they said. But then you could

see it was getting pretty serious, and this guy was serious. And he followed it,

and he said, "it's just off to my left, anywhere from a thousand to two thousand feet,

It's a bright object." Now, he tried to describe it a couple times, but I don't

remember whether he said it was cone-shaped, more or less, with the cone pointing

down, and the whole underside of it was illuminated; real bright light. And I

remember him saying -= now this is all I heard m the radio -- he was, Portage Cty.

car, was telling back to the base, that at one time, there, it lit up the highway.

when this started, originally, it was still dark, By the time they got over to the

Pennsylvania line, it was getting dawn. And then they could still see ite

W: When did it Tight up the highway?

B: Well that would have been when it first started, That was before I could hear his

car, (1665 — =

i eee eee eee
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W: Did he repeat that observation, wien you heard that over your radio?

B: Ma bm. Yeah. When he was taliing to <= he, he kept, this Portage Cty. car,

he was pleading for help, for someone else to mace sure they see this thing, so they

“ didn't think he was nuts, And as it worked out, we missed him, but Wayne Huston in

Palestine was waiting thereat Unity, and Iston saw the same thing. and Huston
followed the same thing that this other car was following.

W: where were they, when you first had radio contact from their cruiser?

B: The first time I talked to him, he said he was crossing Rt. 14 and 534, is where

he said he was at. And that's when I started talking to him. (Rerlin center).

And that's when he said he was still headed west, or east, on Rt. 14, anywhere from

85 to 110 miles an hour sometimes, see. So we're waiting right outside of Salem

here, waiting to see this thing, waiting to sce this thing, and the next thing he

said, "(@*'re just caning into Canfield." So that left me out. But right away we

turned and we went as fast as we could, and we knew where he would came out at

Canfield, in Columbiana, And he said he's headed south on 46 out of Canfield, and

we called for Columbiana police, to be waiting for him there, md the Columbiana

police, he ran uptown to get himself a camera. And this thing was running so fast

that it hit Columbiana and was out of Columbiana before that cruiser got back down

there,

W; Wao was in that cruiser, that went up to get the camera?

B: Patrolman Jack Haines, in Columbiana,eee I was just leaving Salem, and he said

he was on 46, leaving Canfield, going south, amd I'll, I'd say it wasn't two minutes,

he said he was crossing Rt. 165, so he was really ruming. There was no way possible

we could catch up, to see this thing. But East Palestine was copying it all, and

‘their cruiser was waiting up there, in Unity, and I know they both went all the way

down into Pennsylvania on 51, and they observed the thing the whole way down, and I

also heard them say they lost it, going down 51 into Brady's Run park.

W: You heard them, on your radio, say that?

: _ Ast :
B; Yeah. ‘They were talking car to car, see, and { could/monitor it.

W: Could yai tell me more or less verbatim, what they said, or as good as you can

remember it?

B: Well, that Portage County car, when MWity, or the East palestine car was waiting

in Unity, he says, "Where's it at?" and he said, "Look right off to your left, by

your left window post, and you'll see it up in the sky." ‘Then he looked, and he

Says, "I see it." So that's when he followed it, too. And it still traveled at the

Saue speed, like I say, when it got down into Brady's Run, I heard either East

valestine or Pp-15 say they lost iteee. Tney come through into the clearing and

said, "There, it's waiting on us.ee. here in Freedom.” nd I heard East palestine

radio back, to call Chippewa Towmship State Police Barracks, in rennsylvania, but

they didn't have no car out. So the next car they made contact with was in Conway.

And what happened after Conway I don't know, :

W: When did you finally lose radio contact?

B: Well, after they got down in there, I don't know exactly where I quit hearing them,

I kept hearing East Palestine cruiser give the Portage County car directions on were

to turn, and everything; but I don't know where they was at, I presume they was in

East Rochester, Then I didn't hear no more from them until they come back, and we

talked it over in Unity again. ‘That was about 10 after 7, 1 Suppose
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W: And what happened there?

B: Well, that*s where the East Palestine car and the Portage Cty. car, thoy

came back on the way to their base station; we, that's where I waited on then,

I didn't go down into fennsylvania, I could see there was no use in me chasing
this thing. I waited for them to hear their story When they come back,

W: What did they tell you there?

B: About the sme thing. What they saw, and everything. snd I believed then,
because this one, from Portage Cty., he was all shook up. Was that Spaur? Is he

the regular Deputy? And they had that Auxiliary Deputy with them, I don't know his

name, He told me, he told me exactly, he described it again, just as he did over

the air, the same thing I heard, sec, =

W: How do you mean, he was "shook up"? Was he shaking? Stuttering?

B: Well, he said his stomach, "It gives you a funny feeling in your stanach,TM he

said, by God, he's never seen sanething like this before. and of course he told me,

"You're gonna think I'm lying," he said, “By God you're not gonna believe it."TM- I,

I believed him, myself. s a>

W: was he shaking at all?

B: Well, I don't think he had fright in him, But he was nervous, and I would be

nervous, too, driving at the speeds he was driving, to get there, see...,. But

wayne ijuston, he was pretty calm, and he felt the same way, he said, “By God, it

gives you a funny feeling to see something like that,” —— =

W: Now well do you know ltustm?

B: Very weil. But I don't know them other two Deputies at all.

W: How long has he been with the East Palestine Police?

B: About six and a half years.... And I've been with him in a lot of tight pinches,

and he’s, he's nobody to back down on nothing. He was, he was a little bit -= now,

I say he was scared physically, it was just the feeling that they tried to describe

with, how this thing acted up.

W; what kind of descriptions did yo hear on the radio, while they were chasing it?

B: I can't remember that, except that it was come-shaped, and the cone was pointing

down, and { did hear them say that it looks like about forty to forty five feet

across the top. But I don't know, uh, -=

W: Do you remember anything about a noise?

B: Oh, yeah; they did mention it had a steady humming noise. [I heard them say that.

Just a hum, and I mow he said it doesn't, it didn't leave any vapor trail, or anything

like that. And when it moved, I heard ‘em describe that, when it moved, it didn't

climb like an airplane, it either went straight up or it come straight down.
SL ———— —

cee tL OL

W: This humming noise: did he say that was with it all the time, or he heard it at

one time, or what? Did he use the word, “steady"?
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B: iI*m not sure, he says it, I heard them say there was a humming noine, [ don't

know which way it was, which way he meant it.

W; Could you hear a humming noise, over your radio?

B: Noe Iwas too far behind. The closest I got to them was four or five miles.

W: Could you hear anything over the radio about jet planes being sent up? Anyone

Saying that they were, or that they were going to, or that they were trying to, or

anything of that sort? any reference at all to jet planes. Or airplanes, being sent up.

B: Yeah. Now, I don't remember whether it was Portage County base station, or

Bast Palestine, but they definitely said there was a couple jet planes sent up, to

intercept this thing. And {I also heard Huston talking to Portage Comty, that they

had, -- he talked to some Colonel, or something, from the Air Force Reserve base, —

at pittsburgh. Over the telephone.

W: Huston talked With them?

B: Qmeot them. At East Rochester, see. They talked to this guy over a telephone,

And this guy told Huston that they had spotted it on radar. At one time.

W: Somebody told him?

B: Yeah. That they had an object on radar,.but they didn*t mow Wiat it was.ece

I heard Portage County say something, they called the Youngstown Air Base about it,
and they had no planes available. ‘They had no jets up there, or something to that

effect, scC.eee But I definitely heard that vittsburgh sent up jets to intercept

it, and they were in the area. snd I also heard Dale, this Deputy from Portage Ctye

State, that a plane, one of the passenger plmes flew right underneath this thing.

I don't mow how much clearance there was, What I've often wondered, is what them

planes were that I saw; and they're saying there wasn't anyYeece

W: He had heard that from his phone call?

B: Whoever he talked to over the telephone. They were supposed to have said,

"Wwe have the object on radar, and we've sent planes up.”

TAR UY Be oe owe bs Oe Oe be Ge

Ws well, that's about as close as we've gotten, I guess, about that. Has anyone

fron the Air Force talked with ym at all? (radar & jets)

B: Noe

W: Have you heard the explanation of this? That the Air Force gave?

B: Yeahj Yeah,

W: What do you think of that?

B: Well, I don't believe that: '

— —_— <= = “

Ws Does it seem likely, from what you heard?

B: well, I myself, I wuld say it was impossible. For three people to chase a thing

like this, md then for them to say it's Venus. Myself, I think it‘s silly; but I

don*t know wnat it is,
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W: I guess that's all I have to ask yous If you hear anything else about this

I*d like you to get in contact with me.

B: ‘The way they make you sound, you're better off not to.

We “What's that? |

B: The way they make a fool out of you, you're better off not to.

W: Oh. You mean <= wio makes a fool of you?

B: Well, the things like they come up with, this "chasing Venus", I think that's

ridiculous, for cryin’ out -~ they ought to just say they don*tt know, and be done
With it. But I don't, I don't know whether they mow.

i Se eed

-

Ww: (Terminates interview)

|
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Sane NOTE: This is a drawing made by Frank Panzanella, Conway, Pa.Police Department, on June 21, 1966, during my second visit

Guia ech eae,aence and interview with him. The first was on April. 20,1966, at
testimony. one discrepancy: he did not, on April 20, call this
Picture (second below) the "botton" view; was not sure then,/ 
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ON AERIAL PHENOMENA

TELEPHONE: NORTH 7-8434
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CABLE ADDRESS: 1536 CONNECTICUT AVE., N. W.

SKYLIGHT june 21, 1966

MAJOR DONALD &. KEYHOE STATUMENT BY FRANK PANZANDLLA, CONWAY, PA. POLICE
USMC (RET.) DIRECTOR

May 16, 1966: At 5:20 A.M, stopped at Conway Hotel and had a cup of coffee.

I tha icfit the hotel coming down Second Avenue to Lith Street and made a left Me)

turn oi llth Street preceeded up the hill. Looked to my right and saw a ~

Shining object. { thought it was a reflection off of a planee I got to Mickey's

Lounge on the top of the hill and I looked back and it wasn't moving so I turned the

police car around and came back dowm lith Strcet and went to Adamowski Service Station

on 10th Street and Route 65. I then got out of the police car and looked at the

object againe I rubbed my eyes 5 or 4 times but didn*t say anything to amyone

for the time being. I saw 2 other patrol cars pull up and the officers gotGf out of

the car and askedme if I saw it. I replyed SAY WAT! ‘They pointed to the object
and I told them I had been watching it for the last 10 minutes. ‘The object was

the Shape of half of football, was very bright and about 25 to 35 feet in diameter,

Tac object then moved cut tavards Harmony Township approximately a 1,000 feet high,

then it stopped then tent straight up real fast to about 5,500 feet. I then called

the base station told the radio operator to notify the Pittsburgh Airport. He asked

me it I was sick. I told him if I was sick so were the other 5 patrolmen. The

operator got the airpore on the line and told them what happened, he toid then to

hold the line and in the meantine we kent watching the object and at that tima a

passenger plane passed to the left about 1,000 feat below the object. We relayed

the message to the operator and he relayed it to the airport. The object continued

to go upward until it got as small as a ballpoint sen. ‘Thien we received a message

to make a phone cail. ‘tke prececded to the Rochester folice Cepariment and made the

phone call. Officer Parr talked to someone and then we retumed to Conway Police

Deparimeat where I gave Officer Parr my nane and gas for his police car to return

home. ‘he object was in my sig¢ht fron 5:20 Ayu, to G:15 A.M. If ifun Ga.
Ke. — Patrolman Frank Panzanella ~“* Grot, say, bs

That is a statement typewritten and submitted to an investigator for the USAF mm «&

May 165 1966. ‘the investigator asked we no questions, just took this typed stt. —¥

I told ir. weiezel of NIGAP the following on April 20, 1966: John Bieghey, the

Rochester Base Radio Operator, or a voice going into his microphone, said "They ‘re “S+

sending two up.'' Also heard a voice saying the object was on radar. This voice

came over my police car radio. ‘The radar report was heard before we saw the plane

Ely under the object. I also saw two streaks ci smoke or Something in the sky,

like jet contrails, apparently coming in such a way that, if continued, the streaks

would have circled the object, ‘The front of the crowint streaks was to the object's

left, above the object, then I fisst saw the object, it was about 5/4 inch across

at arm's length (apparent size), After it receded horizontally to a new position,

it was about 1/16 inch apparent size. Relative to the moon, the object was quite

distant and to the left of the moon; I could not see the moon from my position~~

“at the Atlantic Station where the object was scen between two antennas in the

back yard across the strect to the east. te all four watched the object shoot

straight up and disappear. I heard a whipping or swishing noise, like swishing a

piece of rope through the air, and heard this sound only when the object moved ;

(between hoverings). [Rather conditions; clear day, no haze in the sky.! At eaesee

the end of the sighting, the sun was up enough toilluminate the hilIsto the north- ~~

east, and I had no need of headlights, then we were into Frecdom, I heard a

Hie called me on his owm, not by my request. Correction: WRwylatanowski, 2155 Ridge Rd e

His transmission was eut off by ground coliditions through waich he 266 = 2908.

could not transmit; voice faded and went Abs Did not hear him say ck é
he had seen the UFO. . “ oot oy pate VA yf - +

2h, } | a ay : igned ;-— ee eae Woe ae ~~
4 ued « le) takeD, NICAP = ss | s



NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE

ON AERIAL PHENOMENA

ee easens mae WASHINGTON. D. C. 20036 AvMinisTaATiVe OFFICES:

CABLE ADORESS: 1536 CONNECTICUT AVE,. N. W.

ti come STATSMRIT BY PRANK PANZANGLLA, CONWAY, PA. POLICEMAN, AbOUuT
RR AcRELGASS OF INFORMATION GIVEN TO U.S.A4.%, REPRESENTATIVE ON

eee te APRIL 17, 1966 WO SIGHTING -— TiS INFORMATION WAS GLVEN TO

: 5 U.S.A.F. REPRESENZATIVE MAY 13, 1966 and is the only
niomiation given a U.S.A.F. representative by me, I do not

mind its being shoim by the U.S.A.Ff. to any reliable UFO

investigator, such as the National Investigations Comittee

on Acvial Thenomena representative, william teitzel, but prefer

that the information not

representative, Signed, €

op(it AO a ve tS CikaAeteat Ol ‘

Tapped E/21/66

v

be given by the U,S.A.F. to a news

frank Panzanella, June 21, 1966:

Note on Pmsanella'’s interview by the U.S.A.PF. representative: this man, whose

noc Ponzanella does not recall, visited him in the police Station late in the

,
r

-

afternoon of the 18th of May. He told Panzanella he had only about 45 minutes
to spend there, as he had to see Wayne Muston the same afternoon. Panzanella

took longer than this to type his statement, and the interviewer said he would

See Huste the next day instead, but he did not intervogate Panzanella at all;

he simply took the written statement."lie also told Panzanellahe did not care
whether the statement Was signed or not. Ne told Panzanclla this was not his

regular job (collecting UFO report information.) When Panzanella asked the

interviewer whether an object moving at supersonic speed in a vertical direction

would produce a sonic boom, the intervicwer said he did not know. vanzanella's

questionwas reiated to the rapid vertical departure of the April 17 UFO at the

terminus of the sighting.

* The typed statement, that is.

-

Ponzanella took me to the spot where he first observed the UFro after leaving his
wll 7 <a fa Lanter 3 bE ede, ahd cee ies +, Ca a ee. a, — . ~<

ear, He got his first good look at it as Se Was driving S.g., on 2nd Ave. in
ecrepnene ais Lino 2 yt ~ -~ wanwasa s ee - ’ |
Conway; it is this view he has reproduced in dravings as an oval with lishts on

the bottom and a projection near one edges ‘This was a bottom view. He turned

fr oe Sh ] “venue Tat OT Js | mie 4 =) =" eae Coe .off Secaid syenue, went about 4 block to the Atlantic Station on Rte. 65, parked

tc We Cormer of the station, got cut, surned around, and saw the
cbjcct hovering to the east between tio amitennas in a backyard across the street.

ross the station to the castcera corner and watched the object hover

S ana Patrolman Huston pulled into the station and joined hin.

t is his first. position from which this photograph shows him pointing.

We. Weitzel

a * a This photo taken June 21, 1966;

— \ ——— UFO indicated by ink spot and arvow,.

\

sy <5 ¥ sexucng tie national feblic tntexest + ;

i.’ a ~ <<. .

gerne ritCae fe 1 Tre



PARTIAL TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW WITH PATROLMAN FRANIC PANZANELLA, CONWAY,

PENNSYLVANIA POLICE: TAPED April 20, 1966 (W: Weitzel P: Panzanella)

vz Now, he called Greater Pittsburgh Airport (Bieghey did). Do you mow whom he

talked to there?

P: No, he didn't tell me. Te just says he was talking to the airport now, and they

had him hold onto the line, because he had the phone in his hand, and he heard the

operator telling the, telling the guy that the State Police were there, and that

they had it on the screen,

W: Was that the telephone operator, or the, uh, which operator was that?

P; No. See, they had their phone open; they weren't talking to John. ‘They didn‘t

have the mouthpiece covered and John heard it on the telephone.

W: who do you think the operator was talking to, then?

P: I don't know, unless he was talking to that State Police up there; I don't know.

Up at the airport. Because John relayed the -- John heard it and he was telling me

rignt over the car radio, what they were doing up there.

W; OK, now how did the operator put this, do you remember, is this second-hand from

you that, uh, fron what John heard, or did you hear this thing going on too?

P; No; I heard talking, amd Dale and us, we were all standing by the car, we were

talking and watching it at the same time; I didn't pay too much attention, because

the next day, when I talked to John over the phone from the building, down here, I

Said, "Did you see in the paper where the Greater vittsburgh Airport says they deny

having anything on the radar?" I said, “iat did they tell you?” I says, "No, I

heard it. They weren't talking to me," but he says he heard them talking to the

State volice up there, that they had it on the radar screen.

W; Do you think the operator up there was talking to the State police?

Ph: TI think So..eee

W> Did you see any other jet planes, or any other aircraft?

P: We seen two Streaks, and that was after we made the call, these two white streaks,

you know how your planes leave that at a high altitude? ‘There were two streaks out

there, what they were, I don't knoWeeee To its lett toward the sunrise. And, a

matter of fact, Harmony, Economy Borough called in and said there was two plaies

out there, but that's when we lost track of him, ‘cause he was down in a valley and

once he goes down in that valley, we can't pick him up.

W: OK, now, the trails were to the left of the object, and that would put them in

what position relative to the sunrise?

P: Going right toward the sunrise.se.. And that's when Dale told me they had two

trainers from Ohio trailing it, now whether it was his planes out there, I don't know,

or from the airport, I don't mow, either; that's something I couldn‘t tell you.



NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE

ON AERIAL PHENOMENA

TELEPHONE: NORTH 7-9434
WASHINGTON, D, C. 20036 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES:

CABLE ADDRESS: 1536 CONNECTICUT AVE.. N. W.

SKYLIGHT

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE STATEMENT BY HENRY KWAATANOWSKI, ECONOMY BOROUGH POLICE, PA.»
USMC (neT.) DIRECTOR CONCERNING UFO SIGHTED MORNING APRIL Z& 17, 1966

on this morning, just before sumris¢, I heard radio traffic on a UFO over Conway.
Then I le ard it was heading toward the sun. TI was in Harmony Twp. Building. I
drove to Shafer Rd. and Rt. 989 and looked for the UFO. I could not see it at

first. I saw two jets going east, into the sun, Then I saw a bright, apparently

externally illuminated (by the sun) "squashed football"-shaped object traveling

behind the jets. It went in a line behind them, one jet in front of the other,

the UFO third in line. It was a little above the jets. The jets were commercial

liners, I Could see the windows. ‘There were vapor trails, not contrails, from

the jets, nothing from the UFO. The three objects disappeared into the sun, in

about five minutes, I had been trying to get Frank Panzanella on the radio, and

he finally returned my call, after the object disappeared. I told him I saw two

jets and a UFO behind them. He did not return my call. ‘The object did not appear

to have any irregularities on the surface; portholes or projections or bumps.

No representative of any government or military agency has discussed this sighting
with me, I did not report the sighting to anyone.

All three objects appeared to be in level flight throughout the sighting. The UFO

did not zig-zag or alter its distance from the jet in front of it. ‘Their altitude

at the beginning and ending of the UFO sighting was about 15 degrees,

on
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NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE

ON AERIAL PHENOMENA

PELRRYONS MRT 2-OSS4 WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036

CASLE ANDRESS

SKYLIGTIT

D *

MASGA DONALD E. KEYHOE April
USMC IRET) DIRECTOR

STATSINNT GE LOUNTS JORNSOY AND RAY ESTERa POLICE OFFICERS, CLTY
VONSBARING UFO CHASED BY SPAUR AND NEFFAND NUSTON, APRIL 17, 1966

r~

mie undersigned, Johnson and Esterly, were on duty in Salen

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES:

1536 CONNECTICUT AVE... N. W.

fanry
ery

MCRNING.

the morning of April L7.

\revinG 5:50 Ais, We stopped into the Station to see who vould turn off the city Lights.

2 hearé tadio trettic: on tre: UFO chase mentioned above, At the time we left the station
s2ace “a~

Joo" eane ar Sal Cit,

Street par

mich tC

te prospect

the pursuit vehicle kad

cway dare the hill, whet we

Eew tre a ject E t an elevation of approximately 25° » estimated altitude

19,009 — 20,000 feet (Sst zly/lo, Johnson hi). Actually, first we saw one jet, then the
object in front of it. “% could see the jet, the exhaust space, and the contrail. ‘The

get Seeheae ot Me sane altitude of the object, going (both) southeast. The jet seemed to
be pursuing the object. ‘While we watched, for an estimated time of no more than two

inutes, We wv) Saw two more jets coning from behind, in the Sane direction. These two

hacé atcing comtrails, either dom: or curved horizzontal Is, she¢ object was (Zsterly) iess
tim 3 of Sven (Johnson) 1 mile(s) away, in front of the firstjet. The other two were

ehout 10 miles batk.

a a a 2 a tale , ene . . ~ . " e > = = m4 od A

Lice CO 7ece was 2 Dr \ 16 S t the Ss. Ze o£ tne ah nd Lie tts
— ~~ fe- +s Pet et oy + _ ~—— le =. 7 + ~ > .
Coicr Was receish osonge, perhans from sky reflection. Brighter than the planes, R coulic
Sea ee eo OC oAp Fs - I % pee > + = 4 7Esar no noise from the object, nor fram hae jets. Tae object's brightness dic not vary.

R

retucnec to the Salem Police station whea the four objects flew out of view (the UP

ams Lites joes.) sane UFO appeared to be ir levei flicht all the time while we watched it.

Ati We Come im, to pursuit vehicle reported its lecation as near (the object was above)

cLtncr ont of us has been contacted coneering this sichting by any representative cof the

Us. 3e ALT Perce, oF My Government representative, or any officiais whatever interested i

CliS SLEAtIng, exccpe the people we work with, in the

ed

Police Shao

_— > sear
i eee rw

Pa “eo -

-~f as -

Re t / ff r
ct ~Ah-—

,

Refrivaloly-sufiportedfuctfinding body soxucng the national fllic cnteresd
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NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE

ON AERIAL PHENOMENA

TE cERPHONE. NORTH 7-S434

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES:

Cas. ADYRESS: 1536 CONNECTICUT AVE... N. W.

SXYLGHT

WJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE

JSN.C (RETA OIRECTOR

April 28, 1966

STATONSNT SY¥ LT. &2GisRD M. WHINNERY, SALEM, CHIO POLICE, AND JACK &, CRAMER, RALTO

cLURMER, SALul, OMLO POLICE, CONCERNING UFO (SAME OVS?) CHASED FROM OHIO TO PSNNSYDVANTaaNet Led -

>> > > TOGG Lor

Les APREL hy Ly Uo ~Ue

~~ A Vo EAS

%, the UnGersignecd, were in the Salem Police Station on April 17, 1966, listenins to

traiilic on a UFO being chased from Portage County, dGhio, into Pennsylvmia (as we later
7 ry, -

aA + =A ~ >
léarnea, ist is, the tonciusion.te the. sight ing by Deputiés Spaur and Neff). At about

G:50 Mi, & Voice broke into our reception of momal calls, saying something like the

Lolicwing: Cloenocned abt, ten min. before Johnson and Rsteriy returnec Exon watching jets
roilowing a UFO going southeast, presumably the one being chased.)

: ; : = ightZia going Sow to take a look at it" (coupleof seeonds later) “Tm/above it, and
_So00E 45 feces (forty five) across" “somethingtralaiag behind it’ “Like a bali ot fite*

1D
,

t 
’

w
i a

—_, “i. —

% are hot sure of the identity of the voice. No U.S. AirForce representative has seen’ use
we did not hear eny other cescription of this object by this voice. ‘The reception of this

Volece sourced ioucer than our normal reception. The frequency was most likely 59.58 ne,

but fethaps 155 me. Not sure AM or FM, but receiver is bptorota Model #Z6ZFYE//2h¢AZA7

Mocel * LOLINS = 1102A, Serial # £95161, Patent, # (latest) 5,101,441,

. Jf / , fia ,

~~ d= ‘ ; Re . oo - “= a , rb af ole. An eee ee
wats oes ire Signature MP 8

Note by iW. Weitzel: Johnson and Esterly Had just

raciocd in that they had seen jets

following the object.

Correction to above testimony: read 5:50"ir

Volce. Correction approved by the undersigned anc witne

/ f ~
e/ ba 7 . “ > TG ay * +s ‘ mn ; —~ -

. == =— Dhue ig ia; , 3 27 = ae 
Pa

Baty. » Se a, f LEG rss J ;; (about 1 hour later than above typed)
’



PARTIAL TRANSCRILT OF INTERVIMW WITH LT, RICHARD WIINNERY, SAUEM, OHIO POLICE:
TAPED AvRIL 28, 1966 (W: witzel R; Whinnery)

W: Now what did you hear over the radio?

R: This morning, the morning that they were chasing, Portage County was chasing this
Elying object, it broke in on our frequency, after our boys had called in ad said

that the jets were behind it, there was something that broke in on our frequency

and the one guy said, "I'm going down to take a look at it." And then he called

back just a couple seconds later and he says, "I'm over -- I‘m on -~ I'm above it,

and it's about forty five feet in, across.” And then he said sanething about

sonething trailing behind it, then that was the last we heard, But it was just

momentarily that it broke in on our radio frequency,

W: Did anybody identify themselves?

R: Wo. Just that they had told us that the jets were chasing it. That they could

see their vapor -=-

W: Was the signal loud, or clear, or -~-

R: Right.

W: Was it garbled?

R: No. It was real loud and clear. I mean, you could distinguish jit, real loud.

It's -- it was louder than what it usually comes in, because we're used to hearing

Chese other stations. And this one, whoever it was, said, "I'm going dow to take

a look at it," and them when he called back in, he somded like he was real excited.
#nd he says, “It‘s about forty five feet across,"

w: Did he say how close he‘d gotten to it?

R: No, he said, “I'm right above it.”

W: “Right above it,"

R: ‘Right above it.” And then they said the next day that they didn't even have my

planes in the air, a
 ae :

W; Did he say anything about hearing a noise from it, amything like that?

R: Noe Nothing like that. Just that he above it, and it was about forty five feet

across

W: Any other description, about the object sticking out of it?

R: Just that there was, it was trailing sanething, And that was all he said,

W: It was trailing sanething?

R: Right. It was trailing sanething. Like a ball of fire, or SOME TNLNE . cee ; :

It was just shortly after they had called and said that they were following -= you Imow,
that they could see the stream from the jets following it. And then, it came in real

clear, And it was louder than what we usually get over here.see I've never heard the
voice before. Because usually we can tell, the ones around this area, because we imow

most of the guys around here persoally, But this came in real loud and real clear.

And then that first time, he said, "I'm going down and take a look at it." ‘Then he
said, "I'm above it,” and he sounded rea excited, and "It's about 45 feet across."



NOTES GN P-15 SIGHTING TERMINUS

There is a possibility that the UFO observed here, over Economy Borough (the

Northern Lights Shopping Center area) is a different one from that chased.
Frank Panzanellats description is a bit different from that offered by the
deputies and wayne Huston, although these officers believed the object they

observed until the end, was the same as that chased. panzanella‘s description

may be, however, that of a "cooled off" UFO whose relatively flat bottom was

now visible; he did see a dome-shaped top, or opposing surface. fortunately,

the object hovered at a distance too freat to make out great detail. The

projection, or a projection, was visible in this last phase, however.

The Kwiatanowski sighting, likewise, may or may not be the p-15 UFO. It appeared
oblong, and did not seem self-illuminated. Note that while Kwiatanowski judged

the UFO to be at about the same distance as the jets, and could see windows on

the aircraft, he could see no features on the UFO.

Kwiatanowski's sighting seems to have lasted about as long as it took Frank

Panzanella to see the deputies off, wait for the UFO's return, receive a call

about telling the other officers to call the airport, and nearly reach them.

He estimated this to be about three minutes. ‘There is room for conjecture that

the »13 object left the area and went after the jets Kwiatanowski observed.

Regarding the position of Venus relative to the moon: David webb, NICAP Investigator

in Alliance, Ghio, writes the following:

Venus rose at 3:55 am EST and was very bright in the Si sky at magnitude =4,0 at
midmonth., It reached freatest western elongation on April 6 and greatest

brilliancy on March 1 (masmitude -4.5), The moon passed very close to Venus on

the morning of April 16 and Venus was south of the moo.

Neither Mars nor Jupiter was in the morning sky.

Saturn rose at 4:10 am SST, was 19° from the Sun, faint (magnitude 1.4).
Binoculars would probably be necessary to see it,

The moon was at last quarter om April 12 at 11:29 pm; mew moon occurred on April 20,

at 3:36 pm. On April 17 the moon would have been a thin crescent nearly 27 days

old. AS near as I can determine, the cusps would have pointed south. Note that
Spaur saw a bright point of light to the south of one of the cusps; this corresponds
to the position of Venus almost exactly! Thisis a point which, I feel, cannot be

belabored too much due to the erroneous AF conclusion. Evidently Spaur and Neff

very assuredly saw the moon, Venus, and the UFO at the same time, and, hence, the

UFO could not possibly be Venus, period,

Twilight began about 3;45 am EST on the 17th,

Sunrise was at 5:20 am EST.

The Pittsburgh Subcommittee of NICAP is still investigating rumors of a photograph

taken in Conway of the P-13 UFO. Someone was apparently bragging of this at the

Croatian Club in Freedom, and at the Baden American legion. I have checked both

places myself and could not dig up anything, but someone who saw the man is still

trying to find him. He reportedly called the Army and was told to send them the*

undeveloped negatives, ‘The citizens in this area are reluctant to discuss the

UFO topic, and reportedly heaped ridicule on the man when he made his claims.

Me, and Mrs, Taylor reported a UFO in the Conway area April 17 morning, but theirs

Flew by at 4:30 am EST; the sky was still dark. Not much detail.
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DISCUSSION OF J&T PLANE AND/OR RADAR INVOLVEMENT WITH UFO

Barly news bulletins indicated that one of two trainer jets sent

from Youngstow had buzzed the UrO and heard a humming noise, and

that jets fron Greater Pittsburgh Airport had tried unsuccessfully

to approach the slow-moving object. <A voice on Frank Panzanella's

radio, which operates on a frequency different from those used

(39258, 155,xx mc) in Ohio, said, "They have it on radar, and they're

SenGing two up." Panzanella claims Beighey (Rochester Police Radio

Operator) overheard someone at Greater Pittsburgh Airport making

this statement, when he was waiting to report the UFO. Columbiana

County Deputy Sheriff Brothers heard a similar report on his Qhio

radio, the report to Salem, Ghio base of an observation of three

- jets chasing a UFO in Spaur's direction was immediately followed

by what seemed to be a pilot's comment on the object.

Major ilector Quintanilla denied that any radar or jet involvement

At his May [0 hearing in Portacze County,he
prouised to look into it further, asking specific questions, No

word fron him on this, despite a follow-up letter. Lt. Stephen

Paquette, Oakdale Missile and Radar Station, in charge of handling

UrO reports there, said he had heard nothing about jets, but may

not have anyway; their radar may not have electronically "noticed”

the UFO if it were as low as he had heard. But no radar reports

at Oakdale, The FAA log at Greater Pitt is negative.

Panzanella and Spaur both noticed jets apparently changing course

in the vicinity of the UFO, toward the terminus of the chase. In

monouy Borough, Patrolman llenry Kwaitanowski saw a football-shaped

UFO chasing (or following) two jets, after the P-15 UFO disappeared,

which may have been the same jets observed by the other witnesses.

I checked in person at Sheriff's Office Base Radio Stations in

Portarse, Columbiana, and Mahoning Counties, the Youngstown police

Department, Salem Police Department, and Chippewa Barracks, Penn-

Sylvania State volice.* Could not track down the source of rumors

(and signed statements) about jet or radar reports, John Beighey,

Rochester Police Radio Operator, denies hearing jet or radar reports

such as yanzanella mentions, and is reluctant to discuss the event.

vanzanella clains something may have come via phone-microphone, if

Beighey had his button dow; but there is still a conflict between

Beighey's and Panzanella's testimony. (* Also OSP Canfield)

Two points may allow considering the possibility of the Salem Police

receiver picking up uhf signals from a jet plane. (1) According to

Jim Tillman, vgh. Subcommittee member, disruption of the frequency

multiplier circuit often used in uhf transmitters, may cause a lower

frequency broadcast. (2, AS Spaur was nearing the Pennsylvania

border, at least two listeners, including Robert Wilson, Portage

County Deputy Sheriff, Radio Operator, Spaur's voice became squeaky.

At this time Spaur experienced trouble with his squelch circuit.

This was in the vicinity of the area where the UFO made a left turn.

Although these points are no basis for deductive proof of UFO EM

effect, that possibility is consistent, or may be, with them. ‘The

possibility of reception of a normally different-frequency trans-

mission, therefore, should not be ruled out altogether,

Regarding lack of radar reports, AFR 200-2, RAM invisibility, and

the good old ad hoc EM effect should not be overlooked. Mm the

other hand, it may be just as well to accept the U, S. Air Force's

(perennially) final word on this subject,
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SWPHARY: INITIAL PASS OF INVESTIGATION OF P-13 UFO "CHASETM APRIL 17, 1966

April 17; Weard radio report of chase. Called WAS, being in Pittsburgh, to

get sque details. Reports of shape of object varied. Ice cream cone, double

pilates, sphere, Called several Siibcommittce members but most were unavailable.

Robere Scamici was ticd up with previous coumittments and had to stay home, but

he aud his wife agreed to act as filter center, William Jasulaitis, Subcommittee

ecantidate, said ha could go to Conway, and mi¢ht get radiation counter. Tom Schley,

Geaver Couns, Times "USO reporter", was on his way to investigate this case. Bob

Schisidt cailod back with report of Buchert photo. Said it was being held for the
federal govermment. Called Mantua Police; Sgt. Klein said the chief (Gerald Buchert)

meet me im Ravenna in 23 hours, Curt Shaw, Subcommittee member, agreed to
vive to Revenna with me. I was wmable to contact either David Webb in Alliance,

rt Prot, Mendenhall, Pennsylvania Unit #2 Chainnan, Richard Hall kmew of no other

e livestigators. Tom Schley Caiied, said he would be in Ravenna later today.

Jasuiaitis said he and Henry Kalapaca, another Subcommittee candidate, would

mect m2 in Ravenna with radiation counter. Shaw and I left in separate cars, to

=’ n ike. & way to Ravenna, NBC Monitor reported that a federal

cm Pittsburgh was on the way, called the "National Investigative

nm Aarial Phenomena", headed by William Weitzel. I debated pulling off
to call in a correction, decided to do so in Ravenna, before next

news brogccast, to avoid further telephone confusion.
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Arvived in Ravenna about 4:45 pM UST. Neither Jasulaitis nor Schley had arrived.

Guaw was therc, We talked in Detective Ieland's office. Chief Buchert had four

Ox10 enlargements of the “Uro", but preferred not to release them to anyone until

tacy had been secn by the government. Buchert had not called any federal agency,

had thought NICAP was one, I explained status, also had Glenn Rinker, NBC News,

Cleveland, phone in a Correction-interview. Buchert would not allow Shaw to make

eolaroiG copies of prints, would not ict anyone view the negatives. He was concerned

about revealing data of government or military secret device. Prints showed only

two fuzzy arcs of darkness on qvey background, with dark fan-shaped extensions fron

concave Side of cach object. Shaw left. I interviewed Detective Leland; he gave

me oOLiginal report by Deputy Spaur, filled out on return from Conway this morming.

iceland gave me nones, nusbers of Huston, Panzanelia. Also fresh batteries for the

liorclco 101 recorder, mmning lew. I made more calls, to Jasulaitis, Schmidt, tried

HICAY. Jasulaitis and Kalapaca could not make the tripe No NICAP-DC personnel

available. filica in Bob Schmidt. Tom Schiey arrived. Spaur arrived, was brought

in detectives’ office to see me. uchert came in, announced that he had just talked

to, had called, wright-Patterson ATS, Lt. \eisinger, was told to lock up all photo

material until next day,

appeared exhausted but was ccoperative. We had gotten about 4 hour of sleep.

ly after Start of interview, Spaur left the office. I continued talking with

mid, who brought in Spaur's file. 55 yrs old, 6°43", 189 lbs., 3 yrs A2C,

refuciing boom exp., former police work in photography, fingerprinting,

wei vortage County Sheriff's Department about 1 year.
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} Lam Powers, liorthwesterm Univ., called to interview Spaur. le agreed to ny

ig the interview. T[ talked with him briefly afterwards. powerswas looking

t sccntirm 'Venus" as an explanation. We exchanged phone numbers,

rs Was om phone about 20 minutes, I found Spaur being interviewed by Ton

J ci sumed interview in Leland's office. By this time the station

harge" of Spaurts interviewing, were not letting in any

; a@ Geportess irritated. Spaur seemed still incredulous about

isexperience; had not taken "Zlying saucers" seriously before, did not expect meTM

“to beLLGVERim. During interview, Larry Moyers and Mare Candusso of F.S,1.C, came

in; LelanGd asked if they could talk to Spaur, I agreed. ‘They had brought Geiger

counter, it developed, and we decided to go to site of first observation of UFO.
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April 17 conte: i called Pire Department and Civil Defense office, talked to
Chic£ Vatch, John Gembar; they had examined Spaur and Neff and B15 for radio-
activity on their retirm this morning. Wo unusual levels. Site not examined.+

Dili Jasulaitis called; could not get Geiger coumter to me. Decided Candusso’s

Was all richt; Victoxrcen CD model, with fresh batteries. About this time, Rick

Hilbert, Glenn A. Barth, and David GEESE C), Erom a ClevalandUrO group, had arrived.
we went to 224, Zound abandoned car Spaur and Neff had originally stopped for. It

had some tapes, a ciicap Japanese transistor toy tape recorder With a tape of hillbilly

music on it, some miscellancous electrical gear, in the back seat, Trunk full of

old tires, Spaur looked for burglary tools. (Gar was towed later.)

ondusso went into the woods with the Geiser counter, claimed normal background cout.
Hothing on berm. (radioactivity). paur went through details of initial sighting. I

taped entire trip.* Gi way back, interrupted trip to call Tom Schley at BCT, exchange
Gata (no opinions or conclusions). \< returned to Courthouse. Sheriff Dustman there,

i bcook room at Kent Motor Inn. (* Ourtrip to and from site,)

April 18; tent to Akron to buy more tape equipmcat at Olson Radio. Got back to

Ravenna to find Chicf Buchert had been notified that Dayton wanted his negative,
Ho one knew whether this meant a personal visit by Major Quintanilla or not. One
deputy told me Buchcrt was going to "release the picture at noon,” did not know what

this meant. Chict suchert was in Vantua at this time. 1 drove up there to find
ccsoffice ciesed. Called Ravenna, found that Buchert had been notified I was there, and

he was on way to Ravenna. aie he would stay there a while, then return. [I called

again about 3 hour lator; Buchert iad turned around, hearing I was in Mmtua, and

was on his way. _iwiidc waiting, i called Willian Powers, told him my data, having|
checked with Riehard Rail for reseace.s I told Powers about Spaur's comparing the—

~Uro's size to his Windshield rearview mirror, larger than the mirror during chase.

“jhen TI reviewed the rapid elevation at the end of the sighting, in Conway, Powers
~

agreed Venus was ruled out. fDuchert arrived at Mantua Village Police Station. TI
examined negative. Taped examination and interview, except for some questions fran B

e interview by news media, by phone

was Laterviewed oy |iv reporter on camera, I encouraged Buchert

to have mote prints made before sending in the negative; he agreed to have made for
me, three Contact prints of entire Eilm and four enlargements, and about twenty
enlargcmants foo inicrested news media... le get to Ravenna about 3:00 PM LST, and
spent much time iathe Ravenna Record-Courier darkroom waiting for a photographer.

ne finally cume, ané I went outsice to give report to NICAP-DG. While talking to

Richard Wall and Major Keyhoc, Buchcrt left the photo lab without having contact

copies made, i callicd him in limtua, persuaded him the contact process was harmless.

He agreed to come Dack in } hour. ‘Tom Schiey arrived on another visit to Ravenna.

Buchert was interrupted séverai times aie tag ren

2!mid in person .

we talked about 1 hour, waiting for Giief puchert, who never returned, I called his

oftiec. le was tied up with village officials,reluctant to talk. Said to forget
“+

Lc

about a contact copy. ‘iP AFB had called carly today asking that the negative be

BaLied to thes and he was anxious to da so. [ pes suaded him to wait until we could
ely, We agreed, I called back later at a pre-arranged time. Officer

Dale Kernen said the chief was “out” and would be back at 4:0U tomorrow. I gave
E , for scientific value of contact prints; Kernen was encouraging. Had supper

with Spaur and Schley. Spaur naned Floyd after his middle name, frustrated that his

UFO could not be called a name like "FordTM or "B-29"'.

~ ey,

ca lk& more @

Calied Jim White for iatest on AP anc ULTt n

up on tapes and get batterics recharged (a

equipment.

newse Returned to Franklin, pa. to stock

© reacrder's and my own) and pick up more



April i9: Charge atteries, packed many tapes, etc. Called Jim White,

fot Youngstown jet repo (one flew close for moment, heard buzzing noise).
Called Buchert about 4 ute I tried to persuade his wife to convince him
of value of contact prints. Buchert came in, we talked. He said OK if OK with
mayor; I called Mayor Robert Thomas, not on basis of Buchert's suggestion but to

ask help in persuading Buchert to make contacts, Mayor agreed if on Buchert's

om time. Would not call him, said unnecessary. Called Buchert’s number, no

answer cither home or station. Finally left for Pittsburgh around midnight to

See Tom Schley, who had interviewed Huston and Ppanzanella. (Beaver, that ise)

April 20; Left Beaver about 2:00 AM EST, Visited Frank Panzanella at his home.
Taped interview. Left about 5:50 for East Palestine to see Huston. Unavailable.
Slept by highway, called Buchert at home around 10;00. He had given negative to

Kernen to mail, found not yet done. I told him of mayor's OK. Buchert agreed to

let contact prints be mace. Oa arriving, I found that Buchert wanted mayor's

personal approval, not my report of it. I said mayor did not want to do so.

Buchert did not want to cail mayor. Finally, Buchert gave me the negative for
a receipt. lad prints made at Record-Courier. Vacuum table process, Returned

them to Buchert (negative and a contact copy.) Measuraihis yard according to

a picture of it on the film, to determine field of view of camera. Finally left

with 5 contact copies of entire film, and 4 8x10 enlargements, Buchert sent

Gfficer Kernen to post Office with package including negative and UFO report,

for mailing to Major Quintanilla. I took room in Ravenna Hotel and caught up

on tapes, mailing, phone calls. Reached Huston, John Beighey (Rochester Radio

(erator Lor local police stationsje

April 21: ‘Interviewed Rex lysyj, proprietor of R&E Distributing Co. in Ravenna
(mabily camera and tape recorder equipment), who had helped develop film for

Buchert. We had come to Sherifits office early April 17 with fresh developer.

Jerry Yokun (and, according to Spaur, Detective James Bullock) had also assisted,

Technical details, from Nr. Lysyj and Chi suchert :m
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r object alone, (centered), object plus

lus phone pole and wires, Object seemed

lies. Buchert said it changed outline

t was inside on phone at this time (about

5:10 AM UST 4/17), and both saw it nove > and right, within small area. Buchert

later (around 8:00)took five pictures of family and home. Removed film from
Camera, a Brownie Starmite, tock film to Me. Rex, Film developed in tank adapted

for T0-2 onc-stop developer bottle. Film loaded upside down, in such a way that

arCeitiage strcaks aim down. Agitation was continuous for 10 minutes. Camera had

fixed £ stop of £11, speed 1/60 sec. Film Ansco van, ASA 125,

uchert had attempted t

moon (moon to left =

to go up and down relative to nearby
i ’= ae == I on ‘- t.

cuce irom eval 4ato “Satum"TM shape.
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Visited Record-Courier office to inform of errors in some of their articles on the

P-15 UFO and Duchert's film, and my part in the investigation. Talked with Mrs.

Carol Clapp, who was most apologetic. Worked on tapes in room at hotel. Returned

to R-C office for long interview with Mes. Clapp, who promised retraction-by-interview.

Cashed check at drug store, met Spaur. He said Major Quintanilla had called him to

repeat query about whether Spaur had seen the UFO for more than a few minutes, Spaur

said only other call was brief one Monday -=- “Tell me about this mirage you SaWee.

More than a few minutes? (io has the pictures?” and termination. ;

Spaur had supper with me aad discussed more about terminus of sighting.

22: Got up early to check morning sky. Drove part_o£f "chase" route. Found

rom Mies. Clapp about Congressman Stanton’s interest. Called Richard Hall to

tter to Stanton. IAT released "Venus" cmelusion, and Major Quintanilla called

Buchert about 3;15 Ef SST, saying he didn't sce a UFO because the film showed nothing.
Sheriff Dustman was perturbed. >Iitérviewed Spaur for reaction. Neff still unavailable.

2 aes
mrLl 25, 24; )

(ronaerint Fee 4/728 inher

7
)

prepared letter to Stanton. Visited Ton Schley in Beaver, typed partial
Tach HSE Sopris hosited ty Congressman Stanton 4/255



TATIIGNT BY DALE SPAUR CONCERNING U.S. AIR PONGGES ANATION OF CILASE

OF UO PROM GiiG TO PENNSYLVANIA ON AGRIL 17, 1966

G

ers

Laces?

23, 3966

After hearing the Air Yorce reicase,

investigation they made but evident

fuvolve ne. rirst of all I don't think we have

iow, aad I don't think wa have one tats Lange.
one that could stop or fo or maneuver anytina it wanted

sure that I wasn’t chasing Venus or¢ observing Venus and
countryside; Z% not quite that badd off.

well,

ly Lt wasn *t

» = don*t lnow how much

chy one or it didn't

that cua _ tais

know that. if we had

to, and I*m definitely

running wildly over the

i; done think Lor a minute in ny oval

-

ke

7

oe

mind since f think about what hazppened that moriing that I would have genbied
py] ony life, iay partner's life or my innocent perso on thehighway for sonething

{ | ‘that fr Salt if I felt for one instant Lt wasn *t important when t set out after
+ * * this thing, after I talked with my serceant war to actually Cisprove this/thing.

IT falt, woli, it will get licht in a minute ond Il 8sbar“f saucer
idontify it and 1°11 know wiat it is, it’s, T*11 tow exactly waat this thing

is. Unfortunately it didn" turn out that way,

ai]Second of all I have perfect vision, I con*t hava } iucinations, at Icast

also don"t atree it was Venus. T know that * seen anc T believa it and Itil never
* . d = new ° - . asta ee -

bey change ty mind. I was a nonbeliever before and never ) 4 my thought in ny aind

I don"t know of any I havo, T£ anything is wrons with the megarive: and the

processing was bad or badly handied, I hac nothing to do with

Chief Buchert, I know him as Gerry, and wave been ussociated for better than

a year, ail good. tle's a very. Cine policentn an a real honest ona. AS for

my partmer, I don*t think the way he ee. riding at hich spaeds, if he had

thoucht for'an instant that this wasn & something biczor than anyone or any of

us had ever seen or been arormd iadonate think }ac port have CVcr
such 235 this. What Wayne lustoubobserved as it passed cvar top of hin, which I
“don*€ think it’s overColumbiana County at 1,500 feottraveling £ra cast to
west (sic) ag it fees over top ef another police car would also observe the

identical, tie same objectthat 2 did. Ive never met the man before in ny

life before this morning. Also the same object that I observed end that Wayne

nis caieees observe the

eae moon, I don’t

St ey e

Ae

Iluston observed that another officer in Conway (see

sano thing still traveling fron the west to i st

moon anc Which ag I understand it, Venus was t
know anything about astronomy but T*m positive of what f was

these things. A believe in wha
>

eil is going to change ny nuind,.

that the Air Force coulda't explain every cuc of

I saw and nothing short of heaven or ik

And that*s the exact way that I feel about it. £ Con't mann Lt facet£ouslys

I dm*t mean that the Air force is inadecuate; I just think they*re like I au,

and is ther cdo and it belongs to us,. just tell

_by God say it.

hgetatsReig wuiat

thera

they don®*t have an explanation

ne Ave it coes and I*1l belicve hea: Tz it SOOT beloug to us,
doesn *t, because TI think I oucht to know and if it belongs to us,
Ss. 

eS - »

it's doing in a small little county like rortaca, roaiing around over

sida, snd there could be no scientific isterest in this county at a t:
even any racial problems in this county, so it couldn": aven boa investigating

“abc's & would ask, if I ould ask Ticn £faca forward: if it*s ours, tell
it’s ours, and if it isn*t by God they ought to help us fina out what it is.

a
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i,

ganpled on a rids

Ecntt

tiGile
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STATSINUT BY DALE SPAUR += continued

That's my only way of expressing it. T'm at a loss to say what their

investigation consists of because I con't know.

(Weitzel: “How long did they talk with you altogether?)

probably two and a half minutesliow long did they talk to ma? Ccosoooh, ¢

one tima, maybe a minute aad a half another time,

(Gandusso; “that "s the Air force?) -
- lt

Wil, I assume this major was trcaa Wei ght-Pabierson, he's the oniy one

that identified hinself as having been comected with the Aly Poree. I'd say

our conversation covered a total of pe two or three minutes. * Lrsi

part of the conversation or the telephone call was with the Sheriff, and he

asked me about thie mirage or vehicle or wiatever I secon, cr star, or something.

When I told him how long I had seen it, how long that I, or how far that I

Kollowed it, why, ha seemed as thous he Jest acceptad that explanation with
no coument at alle « eo ec (Slight pause) and his first inmediats repiy to it was
"J want possession of the nofativa,” oF “We wont possession of the ne,nae 2

Im not exactly sure of how, which way he put it, anc I told hinIhetd have to
tali with the Sheriff; the Sheriff, I cave zim the phone and I overheard the

Shevifis half of the eenversation explainiag to him that this was the property
of the isantua police department and “erry Suc!here, mid he would have to contset

hin, and £rom what they done with it thei until this pleca of paper you gave

ne now* is the first thing I've heard as an expimation, or, I don*t knows maybe
at's a pacifiers or whatever it is it's the first { heard of it.

Extract from tape recording made April 23, 1966, afternoon

* "piece of paperTM =e UPI report of Air Force conclusion concerning 4/17 uro



NOTES ON BUCHERT SIGHTING

The film does not appear to corroborate either Buchert's or the P-15 sighting.

The UFO marks, as the W-P analysis correctly indicates, are of less density than
the background. The background is at zero image density, there being no frame

boundary areas which would contrast with even a minimal exposure. Therefore the

UrO marks are the result neither of light striking the film to produce them, nor

| of a dark object silhouetted asainst a lighter sky. Note discrepancies with the
\ W-P analysis density measurements. Negative density is a standardized quantity;

there is some indication from the W-P analysis that the UFO marks in question

were never measured. The W-P measurement of lowest density corresponds to one

area on the film where there is a broad streak; this is the lowest density any-

Where on the film, but is nowhere near the UFO marks. —

The details of Buchert's sirhting, which must be considered independent of any

lack of photographic corroboration, do not consistently point to, or away, from

a "Venus" interpretation. On the one hand, the object, though round and at times

"saucer-shaped," appeared smaller than (as Buchert remembers) Venus, which he has

seen before. Also, the UFO was in the general vicinity of the moon, though f 2

definitely above it, and to the moon's rirht. It appeared(more distant from_ "cme

the moon when Buchert looked a second time, and tried to photograph it, fron
his front yard, but only about twice as distant as the first time; if the original ©
distance was truly small, double that would have been within bounds of visual error.

Also, Buchert first thought it was a star, but ruled this out because (only because)

£ ‘it did not Flicker, and was much brighter than stars still visible to the west.
| ’ Finally, Buchert saw, in addition to the Uro, only the moon. If Venus was visible

We aaa morning, he should have seen a third object, —.

ai On the other hand, Buchert claims the object elevated, descended, moved left, and
moved right, and that its shape changed when it moved horizontally. (It performed

these "maneuvers" only one time.) Furthermore, he expected no difficulty, and

seemingly had none, in trying to photograph the object by itself, separated in

the camera's field of view from the moon. Venus should have been close enough

to the moon to make such a separation difficult, with Venus centered (Buchert

centered the UFO in the viewfinder, this photo). Also, Buchert, after turning

in a verbal report, continued his police duties, and looked later, around 6:00,

for the UFO. It was gone, but the moon was still visible; indeed, this is what

he used as a reference point for looking for the UFO. Why was Venus iftvisible?

Buchert could still see stars in the west, at this time.

That Buchert's sighting does not corroborate the P-13 sighting is clear from the
fact that his UFO was stationary while he heard radio traffic on the chase, which

began while he was driving to his home after first observing his UFO.

There have been a number of intriguing explanations for the UFO marks, but none on

which everyone will agree, ‘They are, as yet, Unidentified Photographic Marks.

But definitely not pictures; on this, there is universal agreement.



DENSITOMETRIC ANALYSIS OF CHIEF BUCHERT'S FILM

Using Weston Photographic Analyzer, Model #877; zero-adjusted (checked) after

each reading. Probe aperture: 1,0 mm.

1 1.15 large UFO mark

a- /Ag2e., smal ot?

3 1.21 light (dark m meget ive) space around large UFO mark
4 Ls 23 te ” "” vw v small w of

5 1.18 dark area fanning away from large UFO mark

6 1.20 i la © galt .%

7 1.13 uncleared emulsion, spot at edge of film

8 1.02 wmdeveloped, but cleared, spot at edge (NOTE: a one-stop chemical was

9 1,35 space between 7 and 8, in edge area used.eee??)

10 1.26 background, near edge

11 1,24 bid farther from edge

32) 1 “126 » 7Beey 2:8 a “" , between UFO marks

13 1.18 ° " ad “ , beyond UFO area, on “line” between marks
14 1.14 18 mm from film edge, line between UFO marks

15 1.18 near opposite edge of film from marks

16 1.25 1st boundary space between family pictures, direction away from marks

17 1.18 2nd boundary space etc.

18 1.25 3rd etc.

19 1.22 4th etc.

20 1.16 what would be 5th boundary space etc,

21 1.93 dark area, white wood on house (dark on negative, light on print)

22 0.9 to 1.16 across from film left end to edge left picture ("left" -- "away
23 1.06 minimm density, right side (UFO mark side), in from UFO marks")

chemical streak just at right edge of film

"Zero image density” (boundary areas, average) 1.25 max., 1.16 min. This represents
zero exposure to light. Is high, rather than around 0,25, because of fogging.

Because UFO marks have less density than background in their area, they could not

be due to a bright object in the camera's field of view, which would have exposed

the film and darkened, increased the density.of, the film.

Following is a reproduction of the contact print of the film, showing UFO mark area

and a section of one of the family pictures Chief Buchert took 3 hours later; and

a sketch (which shows better in copying) of the UFO mark area. Boxed area on print
shows area enlarged ~~ see next page.

Film has been submitted to Ralph Rankow, NICAP Photographic Adviser, for further study.

coPY PAPER y
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‘ BUCHERT PHOTO
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NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE

ON AERIAL PHENOMENA

LELERHORE, NORTH CSAS9 WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES:

CAGLE ADDRESS: 1536 CONNECTICUT AVE... N. W.

SKYLIGHT

ad ea ent oil — = i — =
MAJOR DONALD E, KEYHOE INTERVIEY |- telephons notes may 6, L956

USMC (RETA DIRECTOR

Phono sail to Gerald Buchert, Chier Menous. Ohio Police Devsrtmsns, this
2 Las = ]

oe >t tr ce ~ er a ee ai -

cate (216-274=2551) 5:00 = 5:20 PM EDST (Pitiuburch) (Seaver).

Daah- . 5 > % 2 1 ft nn wa wa ‘4 a eT=Suchert Wee send ~~4 00 me in Pgh for NICAP analysis. Wants bonest
meen Tea =e ~ & a Oa a aoe

T 2 Ty oF 4 A “detete TSx ~; * = 4 - a * = . i}, 2
i@ is. aware of Stanton's interest, and the Record-Cowrier articles on shis,

Copy of Hector Quintanilleats Letter to him, dated April 22, on his photos

(photocopy of a shect:) UNCLASSIFIED VSS-14 SUBJECT: UFrod (Menti Ohio)Vice YU Uk 7

1) Both images fall inte the seme france 2aron. 2) Neither of shes minus

density images are distincs enoush to ENALYEE e Lvevaze background density

is 1225. Image density 1.06. <3 if ths object. was bricht ageinst the

dark aky, the images should be plus density. Thsy are nots 4) The enti>

roll of film is. severely Topged, which could sover up much dstail. 5) ‘The
moriss in the framing eatea. of the filw are outside the Tisld of visw of tk

x lens, Thérefore thoy couldnts be images. 6) UFO's are probably ti
result of processing defests dus to old, logged Pils and poor handling.

ANALYST: Major Quinteanilia PI Tie Benton 255 RL

Letter to Gerald Buchert from Major Guintanillaz (mo Letterhead, plain
shees:} The most probable cause of vue object Which you Were trying to
photogrepkwas the planst Venus. Taig wes the reason thes you Were uneble
to photograph it with your camera. In order to photograph Venus you would
have had to photogranh it with a time exuosurs. Thiz cannot be dense wita
the type of camera you were RSLNE o thane vou Yor your cooperation and
your interest in this matter. (signed) taj. Hector Quintanilla, doe Ue

Chiel of Project Plus Sock

Notes on Gerald Buchertts ovicinsi solics report, & copy of Which Was sent

to Mejor Quintanilias: BS 5:00 AU ES? Avril 17, I hesrd vadio treffie,
between Sumit andPortece Counties on mr cruiser radio, about a UFrG »sported
in Sumit County, 4 pricht lisht coming caste At 5:04 I saw a bricc: Light
toe the BOURSES « There Was a fog and the sky ves clear. The cdject
moved left and right, and tilted as it did so, scoming then to be saucer=

sheapéd. It also moved up and down. I Went to my home and my wife watchsa

it going through these mancuvers with me. I photographed it with « Kodak

Brovnie Starmite cameras. jj

5 point in our conversation, someone came into the police station

and Buchert inberrupted the call to terminsts 1%.
pe ,
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On the morning of April 17, 1966, I assisted in the development of

a roll of film owned by Gerald Buchert, Chief, Mantua Village Police,

upon which he had shortly before attempted to expose thrsem images of

an unidentified flying object observed by him snd=—tirs—swite, according

to his account, southeast of his home in Mantua, Ohio. Participating

in the development of this film, which was Ansco Pan 127, ASA 125,

was Mr. Rex Lysyj, owner of the R&E Distributing Co., in Ravenna.

The film was developed as follows: having been wound onto the take-up

roll by Chief Buchert, and unloaded in this wound condition before

coming to the place of development (the Portage County Sheriff's Office

in Ravenna, Ohio), the paper backing was removed and the film loaded

directay into the tank, with the latter pictures taken going in first.

Since the emulsion side of the film was toward the axis of the tank,

the images of the exposures were developed upside down. The film was

processed for eight minutes in T-C 2 one-stop developer, with continuoas

acitation, at 69. The developer was mixed fresh, diluted Z/7/d<d
one/one with water, as in the instructions. Mr. Lysyj supplied the
fresh sojution. Immediately after development, we rinsed the filn,

still in the roll tank, for five minutes. Then we soaked it for four

minutes in Yankee Film Dryer, accoriiing to the instructions. We then

squeegeed it once and let it dry. The images to the right (film

oriented right side up) of the family pictures taken later this morning

‘ave by Chief Buchert, were two tiny dark ares surrounded by a lighter halo,

‘i lighter than the rest of the\-et+in that area. (That is, dark arcs
A and light haloson the print; light arcs and dark halos on the negative),

t no time during the processing of the film were any irregularities

allowed; instructions were followed throughout. T-C 2 was used inten-

tionally to "push" development and raise the exposure index.

the office of
My information on the communications between local officials and

Major Hector Quintanilla of Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton,

Ohio, is as follows: Sunday afternoon, about 3:30, Major Q. called

the Sheriff's office in Ravenna to inquire about the report of a

photograph taken of the UFO sighted earlier that day. (April 17.)

dy next knowledge of communication from W-P AFB is that Tuesday after-

noon, Avril 19, someone called to inquire why the film had not yet

beon sent to their office. This afternoon, April 22, I heard from a

tid reporter of a local newspaper office that Major Q. had explained
the film's "UFO images" as a flaw in the negative, and this information

was corroborated shortly afterwards, to me, by Chief Buchert, who said

Major @. had told him this about 3:10 this afternoon,
have read this statement which I dictated to Fi

W. B, Weitzel, NICAP (béndd/ Oho
and [| find it to be exactly as IJ gave it to CREM. This statement is true in every detail,

nim,

SO HELP ME GOD, I agree that this information may be submitted to NICAP
and yor by them to a U. S. Congressional authority, but only confidentially

WITNESSED BY:

Mpidirumn ubAl ICAP (.pods dheegt/
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DISCUSSION OF PROJECT BLUS BOOK INVESTIGATION OF vORTAGE COUNTY ArRIL 17 UFO SIGHTING:

I. The following is from AFR 200-2, reproduced in a book by Lt. Col. Lawrence

J. Tacker, U,S.A.F., published by Van Nostrand, called FLYING SAUCERS AND TiH&

U. S. AIR FORCK, which book was extracted and endorsed as "The Official Air

Force position" by “The Airman -= Official Journal of the Air Force" in its

January, 1961 issue. AFR 200-2 was reproduced on pages 92-97 in Tacker's book.

The Air Force subsequently disowned the "official" endorsement, but AFR 200-2

Still stands as the basis for handling UFO sighting infomnation, by Blue Book.

4b, Investigation. The commander of the Air Force base nearest the location of

the reportedUFO sighting will conduct all investigative action necessary to submit

a complete initial report of a UFO sighting. Every effort will be made to resolve

the sighting in the initial investigation. A UFO sighting reported to an Air Force

base other than that closest to the scene of such sighting will be referred

imiediately to the commander of the nearest Air Force base for appropriate action,

15. Basic Reporting Data and Format, Show the abbreviation "UFO" at the beginning

of the text of all electrical reports and in the subject of written reports, Include

in all reports the data required, in the order shown below:

a. Description of the Object(s):

(1) Shape.

(2) Size canpared to a known object (use one of the following terms: Head

of a pin, pea, dime, nickel, quarter, half dollar, silver dollar, baseball, grapefruit,

or basketball) held in the hand at about arm's length,

(3) Colore

(4) Number,

(5) Formation, if more than one.

(G6) Any discernible features or details,

(7) Tail, trail, or exhaust, including size of same compared to size of object(s)
(8) Sound. If heard, deseribe sound.

(9) Qther pertinent or unusual features,

b, Description of Course of Object(s):

(1) What £irst called the attention of observer(s) to the object(s)?

(2) Angle or elevation and azimuth of object(s) when first observed,

(3) Angle or elevation and azimuth of object(s) upon disappearance,

(4) Description of flight path and maneuvers of object(s).

(5) How did the object(s) disappear? (Instantaneously to the North, etc.)

(G) How long was the object(s) visible? (pe specific, 5 minutes, 1 hour, etc.)

c. Manner of observation:

(1) Use one or any combination of the following items: Ground-visual,

ground-electronic, air electronic. (If electronic, specify type of radar.)

(2) Statement as to optical aids (telescope, binoculars, etc.) used and

description thereof,

(3) If the sighting is made while airborne, give type of aircraft, identification

number, altitude, heading, speed, and home station,

d, Time and Date of Sighting:

(1) gulu time-date group of sighting.

(2) Light conditions, (Use one of the following terms; Night, day, dawn, dusk.)
€. Location of observer(s): Exact latitude and longitude of each observer, and/or

geographical position. A position with reference to a known landmark also should be

given in electrical reports, such as "2mi N of Deeville;" "3mi SW of Blue Lake.”

Typographical errors or "garbing" often result in electrically transmitted messages,

making location plots difficult or impossible. /"garbing" sic -- W/

Example; 89 45N, 192 7lW for 39 45N, 102 21W.



DISCUSSION OF BLUE BOOK INVESTIGATION cont. (two)

£. Identifying Information on Observer(s):

(1) Civilian -- Name, age, mailing address, occupation, and estimate of

reliability.

(2) Military -- Name, grade, organization, duty, and estimate of reliability.

&~» Weather and Winds -— Aloft Conditions at Time and Place of Sightings:

(1) Odserver(s) account of weather conditions.
(2) Report from nearest AWS or U.S. Weather Bureau Office of wind direction

and velocity in degrees and knots at surface, 6,000", 10,000", 16,000, 20,000°',

30,000", 50,000", and 80,000" if available.

(3) Ceiling.
(4) Visibility.

(5) Amount of cloud cover,

(6) Thunderstorms in area and quadrant in which located,

(7) Temperature gradient,

he. Any other unusual activity or condition, meteorological, astronomical, or

otherwise, which might account for the sighting.

ie Interception or identification action taken (such action may be taken

whenever feasible, complying with existing air defense directives).

je Location, approximate altitude, and general direction of flight of any air

traffic or balloon releases in the area which could possibly account for the sighting.

k, position title and comments of the preparing officer, including his preliminary

analysis of the possible cause of the sighting(s). (See paragraph 17,)

1, Existence of physical evidence, such as materials and photographs,

i7. Comments of Preparing Officers «+ « « « Every effort will be made to obtain

pertinent items of infomation and to test all possible leads, clues, and hypotheses

concerning the identity or explanation of the sighting. (See paragraph 5,)

5, Guidance. The thoroughness and quality of a report or investigation of UFO's

are limited only by the skill and resourcefulness of the person who receives the

initial information and/or prepares the report. The usefulness and value of any
report or investigation depend o the accuracy and timeliness of its contents.

Following are aids for screening, evaluating, and reporting sightings:

a. Careful study of the logic, consistency, and coherence of the observer's

report. An interview with the observer by personnel preparing the report is

especially valuable in determining the source's reliability and the validity of the

information given. Particular attention should be given to the observer's age,

occupation, and education and whether his occupation involves observation reporting

or technical knowledge. « « e

II. "What was this mirage you saw?" According to Deputy Sheriff Spaur, this is

the conment with which Major Hector Quintanilla, Director of Project Blue Book,

began his two and one half minute interview over the telephone from Wright-Patterson

AFB on Menday morning, April 18, 1966. Before Spaur got into much detail about his

participation in the UFO observation, Major Quintanilla asked if he had seen the

object for more than a few minutes. When Spaur replied that he had, having chased
it over several counties, the major asked who had the photograph allegedly (my

phraseology -- W) taken of the object. Spaur told him, and the major terminated the

interview. Spaur's next call from Major Quintanilla was three days later, when the

major repeated his question about whether the object was in Spaur‘’s view for more

than a few minutes. Spaur replied in the affirmative, and the major terminated the

interview, after talking about one and one half minutes.



DISCUSSION OF BLUE BOOK INVESTIGATION cont. (three,

The other participants in the p-13 sighting whom the news media widely

mentioned as observing the same object, were interviewed by U,.S.A.F,. personnel

as follows:

Wilbur Neff -- rider with Dale Spaur. Mounted Deputy, Portage County Sheriff's

Department. present at May 10, 1966 interview by Major Quintanilla in the Portage

County Court House. With Spaur, he filled out standard U.S.A.F. report fom, and

coitributed one or two comments on the sighting. Was not addressed by name by the

major, in the context of the interview.

Gerald Buchert -- Chief of Police, Mantua Village, Ghio.e Attempted to photograph

a bright aerial object thought to be in the direction of the initial p-13 sighting.

yisited by Major Quintanilla on May 10, 1966, after the Court House interview, at his

hone in Mantua. Discussed sighting for two hours, Major Quintanilla took a compass

reading in the yard, Explained the apparent relative motion of the UFO with respect

to telephone wires, as atmospheric fluctuations distorting the image of Venus.

Mes, Gerald Buchert ~- wife of Gerald Buchert. present at Buchert's discussion

with Major Quintanilla on May 10, 1966, Witness to Gerald Buchert's April 17, 1966

UroO. ‘The major did not ask her any questions.

Prank Panzanella -- vatrolman, Conway, bennsylvania Volice Department. Visited

on May 18, 1966 by U,.S.A,F, representative who claimed such investigations were not

part of his regular job. The representative, planned to spend 45 mimutes with

Yaizanella so as to be able to visit former East palestine patrolman He Wayne Tluston

in Columbiana, Ghio, but Panzanella took longer than this to prepare and type a

one-page statement. Wo questions were asked, or verbal examination made,

ll. Wayne Tiuston -- Patrolman, East Palestine, Ohio Police Department at time of

April 17 sighting. With Panzanella, Spaur, and Neff, he watched UFO over Conway, Pa.

Also witnessed it flying toward him and overhead, from the northwest, while in radio

contact with Deputy Spaur and Mounted Deputy Neff. pursued it with them to Conway

from Unity, Ghio. Visited about May 19, 1966 by U.3.A.F. representative, who waited

around the Rambler Garage in Columbiana, Ohio, where Huston now works (and was working

then, full time. Huston had time to write two pages of testimony, but could not

take time off from work for a thorough interview,

At the May 10 interview, Major Quintanilla stated that he had originally thought

the 13 sighting (my phraseolory -- W) was of a balloon, but that from a check of
wind and balloon conditions in the area, had diseonfirmed that explanation, His Ist
final evaluation, offered on Friday, April 22, 1966 was that Spaur and Neff had first

been frightened by an Echo satellite, then chased Venus, and that Spaur, Neff,

Tiuston and Panzanella (by implication) had likewise observed Venus to the left of

the moon at the end of the sighting. He did not_explain the bright spot to the1e right

of the moon which had been seen for some time thatmorning, nor the object Huston
observed flying from thelenorthwest. TisSexplanation cn idsy tenth of the reason for
‘the deputies' seeing the UrO due north and due south, as the cruiser traveled due

cast, was that the road has bends, ‘There are at least thirteen major points to be

explained in regard to this sighting, which the "tcho -= Venus" conclusion does not

encompass. For five weeks (Since May 17) Major Quintanilla has refused to coment

on a letter sent to him, signed by him (Certified) regarding these points.

Although Major Quintanilla stated on May 10 that he simply collects testimony

and never doubts an observer's word, in an interview printed in the Ravenna, Ohio

Record-Courier from June 6 - June 10, 1966, he stated that an unpleasant aspect of
his job is telling an observer that he didn't see what he thought he did, and he
called the deputies' testimony an “exaggeration.TM
ttt eee eee <__-*- == =



DISCUSSIGY OF BLUE BOOK INVESTIGATION cont. (four)

The presence of an Air Force investigator (Major Quintanilla) in Ravenna was

the result of much effort by Congressman William Stanton, 11th District, QGhio, and

of the strong stands taken by him and by Judge Robert E. Cook, Portage County

Caumon Pleas Court. Judge Gook expressed his dissatisfaction with the Air Force's
investigation to Congressman Stanton in letters, and both gentlemen had interviews

with Carol Clapp, which were published in the Ravenna, dGhio, Record-Courier, (See

news clippings section.) Congressman Stanton sent a letter of inquiry, including

a NICAP report, to the Air Force Commanding General. when he failed to receive a a

_reply,he visited the Pentagon in person and interviewed Lt. Col. John Spaulding,

Director, Community Relations Division, U.S.A.F. ‘Tarough Lt. Col. Spaulding's ~

cooperation, the Portage County(-Conway, Pa.) case was re-opened,

Despite Congressman Stanton's optimism, that a thorough investigation would

‘vindicate the statements made by Portage County police officers," Major Quintanilla

did not reverse his original conclusion, that the deputies had become frightened of

an Echo satellite, then chased Venus. The Air Force sent Congressman Stanton their

second final conclusion, identical with the first. Judge Cook objected strongly in

published statements. A NICAP letter to Major Quintanilla, received on his signature

by Certified Mail May 20, pointing out as yet unexplained features of the sighting,

was not answered,

III. Publication of points in the photographic analysis of Chief Buchert's UFO

picture has given misleading impressions. Perhaps the analyst was unaware of the

Getails of the film's handling (see copy of analysis and Yokum's statement), but

tha conjecture about "poor handling" should have been supglemented, in publication

of the analysis. "I don't know, but it seems that " is curious way to reach

a conclusion, when the knowledge is easily available. Furthermore, point #5 in the

analysis of the negative, stating that the U’0 marks are outside the camera's field

of view, leads one to wonder just what was examined for densitometer readings. The

marks that were widely publicized are 10 mm from the edge of the film; the framing

area starts at 2 ml,

Still furthermore, the wording of Blue Book's conclusion on this photographic

item implics that lack of a UFO picture means lack of a UFO. Yet the analysis itself

vitiates such an inference; "old, fogged film", "severely fogged" film could not be

expected to register a picture in the first place. And the inference that the film

was worthless is vitiated by the presence of five pictures taken three hours later

by Chief Buchert. It should be noted that, while the press release makes much of

the lack of quality of the film and the development, Major Quintanilla's letter to

Cnuief Buchert more fairly points out that the available light was too low, although

he indicates, too low for Venus, not too low for a UFO image, The impression remains -=

"No picture, no object."

The result of all this has made Chief Buchert quite unfairly represented to the

public. No press release has pointed out that he was ultra-conservative about the

nature of the UFO, or whether it was noteworthy at all, or whether the pictures were

of any value. Wis cooperationwith Blue Book's request (NOTE -- "request", not

“order'') to keep the film intact, and his presence of mind in attempting to photograph

the UrO in relation to a ground and to an astronomical object, have gone unnoticed;

one is reminded of Deputy Sheriff Dave Brotherst remark (see page five, transcript

of interview with Deputy Brothers,)

.

Tae following excerpt from a recent Ui'l release illustrates the sort of picture

Blue Book's handling of the UFO situation elicits in the public eye;

WASHINGTON June 16, 1966; Unidentified Flying objects, UFOs, sighted last

April over Ghio are attributed to either liallucinations or phenomena in the sky

that play tricks on the eye, according to testimony released here today

Lt. Gen. James Ferguson, Air Force Deputy Chicf of Staff, testified before
a House Subcommittee last April that most of the flying objects are explainable.
Under questioning by U.S, Rep. William &. Minshall, R-Cleveland, » « o «
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NOTE ON CERTIFICATION OF NON-OBJECTION

At Dale Spaur's request, I_recordedhis conference with Major Quintanilla,
Spaur wanted some back-up at the meeting; Ttuston and panzanella could not ~~
be present. Spaur released this tape to Carol Clapp, Tom Schley, and NICAP.
Major Quintanilla was asked, before the recorder was Started, if he had anyob jection to its being used; he indicated he did not. This document (with
the photograph) is a second photocopy. The photograph shows the recorder
on the floor across from Major Quintanilla's desk; the microphone on the edge
of a shelf facing him. ‘The photograph caption reads: "Quintanilla conference
5/10/66 position of tape recorder seen from behind desk at which Major
Quintanilla was sitting verified by (teitzel),"

Testifying to the statement at the top of the page, and to the accuracy of
the photogra arePOOLOREEDE : William Weitzel, NICAP

Ross Dustman, Sheriff

Dale Spaur, Deputy Sheriff

Robert Wilson, Deputy Sheriff

Wilbur Neff, Mounted Deputy
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5filfos sorteye yOUuntTy, CHLO VOUrL hOUSES ULU Lives uswavoun NUT

. jor Hector Quintanilla, Project Blue Book FOR
-—- Sesuty Sheriff? Dale Spaur Py EL IZATION

© =-- Nounted Desuty Filbur “Sarney" Neff

7 #= Jeputy sneriff xAzobert tilson, radio Operator

Wo a= Sheriz? Soss Dustivan

-—-_—-= = =

= == (Villin., out form) Here's a good ouestion. Zxcuse me, sir. It says,

"Je wiss to imow the angular size. Hold a mateh stick at arm's Length in

é ARON object, and note now tiuch the object is covered by the

al the match." It'd take a hell of a boxcar load of matches to cover
met shins up. This is at tke time we sean it?

S <= Voulre Hot ina belisve it.

~~~ “Ut it dow the way you exderienced it. Tontt, un,

BS -- c8 2meac of a swatch. This thing was like a three bedroom ranch home at

tns tins right then. (Silence follows. )

* ° 7 ° ° . ° ° e ° .

S =-- (Lrawing) This bart here: we couldn't tell how much was in there. This

DAPS 7 ; L GAY, the bottom of it, you couldn't tell how far anything

WSNt Gown in there. This was real bricsht; this front part wauld change its

ernie of trim. It would start toward vou, you could just see vart of the

back third of it pRoweulys (Coush) angled off, would come south of us, or

SO 040. Of the North side of the road that we were going down.

> -- OP _t would waneuver, this sart would be a real brignt, blue light, or

& white-plue light, like a mercury vapor or something; awhite light. The

Snily Dhityg that woulc change is, it would get brighter when it would (go up,
ena tien it would ssem like it would lose pa i its intenseness, of the

i--ht, &s it would come back down to us. ‘The only part we could see that

WAS l1etal was this part right here; this is where we could see the one pro-

-cuiorn on it == this is our radio operator (just entered room) that night

too; nets scudying, + BOUnS to medical school (Wilson has on wnite uniform)

there was this one projection on it that we could see at any time; there were

&. couDle times it ifade the same maneuver we couldn't see it . » .

~ -- 2G thls time coula you sés all this?

S &- Ves. Very Clearly. Very clear, there was no problem at all, as a matter

oo fact, the lisater it pot, the better we could ses it. At first we could

oly Secllow tne lisht, and this one projection asainst the sky as it started

eo 2a Light; 3ithoSuette, like when itwould want to so, just like, if you
rere .onna ake a picht bank in an aircraft, and you drop your wing down and

thé tOD « 6 « GOMES into view. When it would ao this, you could see this one
NYO Jecvion on the back, Fifteen or eighteen feet long, it would appsar to be.
T1218 is) strictly an a ee

~ -= Sure.

= == We could see it very clearly. Now when it would so back north away from

us, all we could see was the bottom of it, the light part; we couldn't see any

owner metallic part of it. The metallic vart that we could see ==
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peautiful brilliance to it and it was clear.
south side, and it would start babk, when you

; sev the same ang‘le on the other

But that

very plain, and it was like an aluminum top that's been used

derinitely a elves

color but it wasin

G call it;

>

Lit wanved to

richt, it, just like it was gonna make a right bank

ia
ica

gee any shape to it, you just saw the light.

completely clean cut light, there was no fog

side of this ship, or

Ig the metallic part that you could see.

or light color, but it wasn't like

i+ polished silver. Smoky silver.
it was, L saw it very plainly.

like when it was Zoing,

going forward, the nose part would be

When it wanted to go forward, it would

so straight up, it would level out;
)

it ever do this?

maneuvers: they were clean, they were,

nout in them at ali.
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dow, sideways?

Lane's

to two thousand Teet

it cleared the

we were

county to I'd say about fifteen hundred feet,

for altitude in Canfield, when we

mundred reéet,

it went

thres hundred feet,

this was out of Hast Palestins,.

first saw it it climbed

it maintained that for quite a while,

some more, I'd say it provaply oicked

when it went to the north

to Canfield, It went up, to

because it was sctting uo

area of Canrield, over the city

ecoing through, it came back down going in

maybe a4

ud

Wwnen we got

Right along there we were, by tnen we'd covered

supoose right along that area, i think about

whnousand Tive hundred feet, is where we picked up the other car.

e « (Silence)
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gentlemen mind leaving for a few minutes? He can tell youWo

ell he imows afterwards. /(Pause while Webb and Weitzel exit.)/ When you,
vnen you gentlemen first saw this thing, how low was it on the ground?

3S -- Vell, we, when we first saw it, actually it came up behindus -- see, Bob
radioed first; to make a long story short: Sumuit County Sheriff's Office

radioed, we had a, it!s all 39.58 megacycles, and we monitor all traffic in

Our car —-=

“ oe See

“Sy aS @ ate bmg pb *

S -- ind Bod was talking to Sumnit County and Summit County told him that

this object had been seen and the lady nad just called in /(or "that a lady")/
that said there was this real huge bright object, higher than a street light

and lower than an airplane, and, uh, you get quite a few calls (chuckle) in
tne police business. And actually, we were working on a traffic accident;

we kad just finished uo, there was reports in, we paid not very much, well

very little attention to it then, and I heard Bob teil the other operator

you know, the lady must nave drank too much, you know, to forget it. So we

were finished up, end the man from the power company out handling the hot wires

on the line that had been tom down -- we went Gown to a restaurant at the corner

in Deerfield, bousht three cups of coffee, and we came back out and we gave

the man in the vower truck a cup of coffee, since it was pretty cool out, and

we each had one and we were drinking as we went, you lmow, just tear a hole in

the vlastic lid so you can kind of sid as you go along. While we were sitting

thers tailing to him, well there was more traffic on the radio. $0 the guy

in the truck, he made a couple of comments, you know, and I said maybe the

‘s chéngsins, you imow, and some of the wierd ones are out tonight, something

SO this effect. So we started SY on 22h we were going to come over to
Srimnrield, Hosdor ea, Wiicn’we have a lot of business, shopping plazas,

& and stuff that we keep a pretty close eyé on; we patroleoupls or three b Ss

ell the ouildings. So were starting back’across 22) about a mile and a half

two wii i a of 183 on 22h, when we passed an old Ford at the side of
o I told him we'd best chekk it out, and we went up the

rn, came in behind the car, because at this point this

mean it's the same with any ¢f/p4f department --

ad
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i i Ma) G sets out the right side, I got out the left side, he goes to the right

rner of ths cruiser, which is where he stops <-- sort of an insurance

I got out the lert and I went to the left rear of the other vehicle,

aed just to make a sort of visual observation i#d/ff of the area, to make
: ied.into the woods, you know wke a beak or something.)

ys lool behindme so no one can come upbehind me. And wheni

this wooded area, behind us, I saw this thing. At this time it

3s up. And there's a slight raise there; wentup to about treetop

d say about a hundred foot. It started moving towards us. At this

28 still looking straight ahead, And I — _
—_—_

qj -- fou say treetop level, now: you don't get a distance that way except that
A ~ +" ~~ > —
re on viis SToOund.
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G =-- Sot would you say that that's maybe thirty degrees elevation that you were

on ths sround and looking up == depends on the trees, of course.

% Ar me Pon? ugwere I Sno Epsr on 224 L MevT West, Twas 4 Little eo
Ae Tpls Paint OF THE JilerNnlEew: Sake ee
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~ == “ell, now the trees that it was clearing was right on top of this one
watse richt beside the road directly to the berm of the road. And at the tine
thas whea I vas watening it, it was, it was so low that you couldn't see it
IMSil Lt. wes Picht on top or you.

% == sat ESKS

5 -- Ag it came over the trees, I looked at Barney and ne was still watcning

the cer, the car in front of us, and he cidn't say nothing and tne thing kept

setting brighter end the ares started to pet light, and I lookdd at Barney this

time end then i told him to look over his shoulder. So he did. _(Someone
chucklss)., He didn't say nothing, he just stood there with his mouth open for
a uunute, and as bright as it was and he looked dow. And I started looking

cown ang = looked at my hands and wy clothes weren't burning or anything when

it stooped, right over on top of us. The only thing, the only sound in tne

whole &Yea tras a hui, And ittd just chense a little bit. It wasn't anything

sereanting or real wild. Sut you, it'd sound like a transformer being loaded or

an overloaded transformer when it changes.
vv

= -~- Like an AC hum, something lixe that?

3 == Yeah. When it would -- no, it was like when you load it, when it changes

dike it, = con't imow exactly. You remember the old pitchoipe in the school

when the teacher plows it and then she moves up one notch on it? Well it's --

4 =< Oh yes, yes, ‘yes.

= -- You remember, when you were sonna sing a song <=

—- 1.0 Matver wnat you sing, yeah -=

53 == You sing God Sless america; tnat's against the law, now, isn't it ==

S -= Usll, anyway, it's, I aon't Hriow sxactly how long I was, uh, I was pretty

Sscarea Tor Ba couple 2-tnutves; &s 8 matter of fa LW britied; and, uh,

50 1 moved my Pignt Toot, and everytniag seemed to work all right. And
wae 

~—

sViasatly he mace the same decision I did, was to get something between me and

it, or us and it, or whatever you would say. So we both went for the car, we

50% in the car, and we set there, TM'm, I wouldn't even venture if it was ten

seconcs, whirty seconds or three minutes, I just lmow we ==

2 <-~ 05 Let's back Ud, Fron

4 —-= Srom the time taat you saw, this thing, up until the time that it came

you, how meny “inutes would you estimate?

5S =-- TO cone over.tov of us?
_

, -- The time that you first saw it, you said, over the tree level. Coming up,

'vil 4% stood over you. How many ininutes did that take?

Ss <= “rovably e itinute. That's, I mean it didn't take very long, but it was

uso cloge-- when we s6en it, there was just this one divide down there, and
Vlis Oné L.tule wooced area that we couldn't see over the top of, and, I mean,

. dien't, 1 couldn't even say if it came over ==
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w
d

~ 4 ‘ & [ >

s— =811, let's try and get a feel for the time, vale ~-

5 -- Sut it was no worse than a minute or so, because it was right on top of

s= berove IT évér ssen it. And it stood there, ang it hovered, and we dicn't

ale aay, anything, and I didn't touch nothing, Barney didn't say nothing.
.fu 1% Hioved Pight out east of us, and it came back down, and it moved right

out e&st of us, just rignt away from us, and sat there for a second, right
+ east of us (sic), just right away from us, and sat there for a second,

ana nothing still didn't happen to me, and Barney looked all right; ana I
Dunched the wiike button and the light came on; so I picked.it up, and I first
started to tell them, you Imow, this thing was there. And I thought, well,

if 2 do, hetil think, I thought, well, maybe I'm too excited; so I just told
Sob on the radio, I said, "This bright object is right here, the one that
everybody says is going over." And he comes back with like something (sic),
yearn itt" you know, or something.

‘ i -- No, see, I thought it was a weather balloon, see; everybody's talking
S50ut swamp gas --

Q -- #or God's sake, don't, don't shoot down weather balloons, ‘cause ==

Viz =-- Yeah, thet'e what Shoenfelt says; Shoenfelt was in there too; everybody
realiy got excited all of a sudden, see, And I thought, you know, it was one

of these optical phenomena . « o e + bhougsht, well, if it was a weather

baliocon, wetll shoot it down and send it back in to the government . 4. o «

and clear this thing up once and for all . ... after we got to thinking it

over, it wasn't such a good idea to shoot it down, so much!

S == So, with this thought in mina, I waited a minute, and I had some things

tO sayy but = Gidn't. And it just set there, and I could, right out east of

US, Pight straignt spruns out in the center, I mean, well it was low, and it

Was Dis, and great God Almighty, it was like ==
pI —

q-= OX, Dale. TWaen it came up to the top --

‘
) ‘* “3 t; ~a

slut ve a

v2 it set in the cast -- [f/¢fh/ warbled) didn't you say, it was
baSt, and sovtinz -= how long did that take?

5 += it just -- it just moved right up and stovped; it didn't go any distance,

=U wasn't,1% wasn't a hundred, 3i wasn't two nundred fifty faekan 7 pont ok

vic Car. £00 everything was Tit up, it was real bright, and it was low, and

ac this tite if I'd have had to describe it, I'd have said it just looks like
2, 2, 8, hell, it vas bis as a house! This thing was, uh, it was no toy; this,

bois vhing is, I mean, you don't look up and say, a guy holds up and says,

"SPon this pin, how much would you sayit was covered?"! This thing is, uh,

Jig shougn to cover the road! This is 224 from berm to befm, this thing would

S88 covered. tt was a, a, I never had this, uh, like looking down the middle
of meli, or something, for a minute. And it was very bright; it'd make youz

"ES WALOTs and, ah, Shoentels came in, my sergeant, and he says, "Do you have

= cenera?! wad ft said, "No sir, I don't have one." Or, I don't think I said
isiv", I said, 'No, I don't", or something. And he said, "Can you follow it?
U> svay wath L% or kesp it under observation; we'll get a camera car there,
Weti+ sev somebody there with a photo unit, we'll photograph it, so we can

acentify it." So I said "16-", and we started moving up to it again, or
ouv vehind i t; we went to 183; we had to go direct south; when we turned south,
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it was 2isht bshind us then, right directly to the, to the rear of the

eur and we were yoing south; right directly behind us. We got back to
23) and we turned Left, this is right at Atwater. When we got there,

it put it eight straicht out the left window of the car, excuse me, almost

lis North of the car. At this time, it came strei,|. south, just one

tion, Duddy, just a sooty slides, went right to tne south side of the’

\icnway, stools off east asain, rifht of us, aha we was pacing it, right

mlons the sice cf it. Ground speed at tnis time would stay rieht at
eivnty six miles an hour. Right straight with it, right straight out

cise window, right at tne corner on the winds hield, Barney watching it,
SAG ize Watching it, as it was 2oing over the ALES, at this time, it was
uo more, after it gained altitude, no more than between three and five

hundred fect; ‘cause It was tight on the ground underneath of it. It was;

She ill@aination from it, when it crossed that biz crane, where the strip
Piclad is ana stuff, you could sec it just as slain as you can see that
cClesnone. and tunis was before daylisht. It came, from the, througn

IserTield circle, 'tcause I know I had to go botween a tractor and a trailer,
it came Gack out ana started east avain, towards Serlin, right over Deerfield

pivele,; they tore Pying to get two camera cars Prom Salem up vnere, two

Cars With caméyras ae them, and they were coming north, straight BasSt$
23 this time, this thins, whatever you want to call it, picked probably up

another munered and eiS I y feet over the water, ‘cause that's when I started

he Jizht up under it, wasn't it, right about Berlin, that it went ==

3 's ck across the car, to the north side of the road, and we

Tareed bowares, through Mahoning county. This time it was around one

undyead and three; cloclkinz it, and we stayed right with it; ground speed /
tod same. Never, <=

2 ~ =
me strstt ont Khaete eo a yo Vv pa

ry

_ -— You were doing a hundred and three, this thing you say was to the

left of you?

S == Yes sir, Richt to the left of us. It had come back to the north

side of the road, and -=

¢ == Vas the window Gown, or tne windshield was up?

t

! i i
s

‘ ' c.ne windshield -- oh, the window. Yeah. The window was up. 50 we ==

36 TOollowsd 1% tne only time it raised, the next time it praised again,

was it, we had to make one angle tiirn there, and it came back to Us, this

is the first food look to it, was just about tnen, right, just after we

srossea Serlin reservoir we were going into Manoning county.

G@ =-— lin nm,

5S =~ Jnd it, and when it come back south towards us, and wnen it dia, iv

eacled, you could see it silhouetted against the sky, and the beam of it

ues (masked py unidentified cough) it was going straight behind it Trom

the wavy it wes going would stay behind it. And you could see the whole
bagi: Tnire oF & metallic object. Or, what anvpeared to be metallic to me,
sou could see it just as plain as, silhouetted against the sky, and I

UnousnAy then we could identify it. I really thought that, that there

WOULS OG Something bhat I would know what it wes. And I could see only
ofe orojection. And all this I kept radioing back. Everything that i;

caning I seen, I save it to the other cars, and Bob on the racio;

+ to the other counties as Iwas going, so that if we cracked
uD, somebody would know that there was something thers. So: the sergeant
Sasie iG, and he said, "Well stickwith it as long as you can, until we
36t another car in pursuit with cameras and break off your pursuit.” So:
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this =065 on, it changed direction probably two or three more ESE 2,3 we
‘of tangled wa once at a couple of intersections (indistinct word)-

3 <= We went into Canfield, it'a come across the front of the road, -=

J -- Turaca off to the pight =~

) == And we turned off to the Picht. And it was over to the right of us

Shen, and that throwed it back over to the left hand sice of the cruiser.

: ts like it just went off the road and quit; when we was going
b - ~ - 4 3

a little bit south, it turned and come rignt back with us, South.

3 -- It, uh, it seemed like, uh, we only got, we only passad, uh, very

little traffic, I uh, we, ub, --= R

j -- When this thing was right in front of you, in the windshield, what
the windshieldwere you able to see it was (masked)

S e-= You mean when it first moved out from us ?

hom MEAN.

5 -- ere it rirst moved out from us, all you had to do was set there,

wight ge (unfinished word) =< just look out the windshield, it was right

bAecre; right dead in the center,

~“.

e=- jicll what portion of the windshield was it? The top? Bottom? Middle?

Just about the middle of it. Just right straisht through it. Well,

now, L say the middle of it, it would be the (=~)

S +- (continuing) top better third of the windshield. Arter it moved out

in front oF us. ‘Cause it was, it was very close. I never seen anything

ike it, it Wes a iionster, Uh, 1 don't,© mean iv looked Like amonster

tO 6.6 The only vime, the mos t altitude it ever got was, I lmow it wasn't

avwo thousand feet, that was when we come in, when it passed over the

top of Wayne Huston. And taat was about the hignest point, tnere, until

alter we Sot to the mountain, before we went into Rochester. snd then it
an Soe {>

cnengea again, it came back over once, this, Wayne got a real sood look

bc, it was all the way to the, all the way ¥#¢ down to the side of the
road, it goes back north yaa Then we started down through this one

place, that, = believe, I don't remeinber the name of it, I wasn't reading

f the signs at the time. And I was in strange country. 50

he roads real well, so he was helping me_out, he was telling

I'd have to make the turns, as I went.fAnd we thought wetd
3; because we said, "This will be It, we're conna lose it right here."

(Unidentified loud laugh)

-- Well, (Mixed talking: Spaur, Neff, Wilson; "after five")

@ -- lt was after five when you started (chuckle).

Sob) moe bi:kebls what Stee it was. tet - det, a -
WANs bi 2 - rye 4 ry
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unsettled here)

ACb ¥ what time it was, but we thought we were gonna

“about tweaty to twenty five seconds “probably, through
We came back out, we could see it again, we went

turns, and at this point it was just, I had my nands

Wwasre 51 hookedup with 59, south of Rochester, next to the
ight even be in the city limits, but it's a bypass aroundreyere

sown when you (indistinct; micht. be "set into the curves,")

a

Lhe

his

giving me instructions, And

Lost it, so URED we came out

to make sure Wapoles hacen

facade you know, rake reaming,
ause @thervise Jou-COUran't gee enouth DoWwe? coming

and I felt my car correct;
Veen the nose of his car

cad 3richt ahead of us and
right over route 51, and it lost probably half

pmé God, it went down over 51, waitedas we came

ont taht up to the Léft, it went ricnt straight up about
séven nundred feet and took off again, right at the same

— ~ roads;
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ed to raise, it didatt. go up partways, just went straight

“a $ tL
Neve ~ séen nothing likei
= ee, eyFe, a i ee
eoriai Wers vLryiag

-A6LO oper

WwW

U- tOwase
—

3 
m
 c

t

-_—_ One tTnere .
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wners there Wer

stated bicking

i

co

satel

& rio

UD air

‘Then we 20
3

v

1nt ny Live. And on the other

Seu Chi Sania barracks on it.
ator aqalte .

Ana they

BERS out of our frequency range,

O33

rds Praediony ana every tine
was punning

angled up, it just

SO we started again, by

We'd hit a long curve,

out of Get to

GOWN»

ZAaS

slowed
-

Ves ovner ena or Freeaoi,

into West, Pittsburgh, <-

going out of Conway, which suess—

or eighteen mile town to Pi

VONWEAY.s

S, Trom tnat h3 you stopved

itve checked it out.

lling station, and I told tayns,
anotner car; i was already cut of fuel anyway, and my tires
L burnt up, so I shot in this olace, and we told him whav
he called his dispatcher, his dispatcher said he had the
phone, which they say they didn't, now. And they even gave

number for me to call back, which they say we didn't, but

know who I talked to, I forgot the guy's name, but
parv of the number, it was four thousand, I think, or

Some tning likes that, when we went to the police station.
> Woen we first got there, and watched this thing, or watched
part of it, the quarter moon was here, and there was like where
moon woulc heve been in the pictures they draw, there was one

snv off the, about where the nose would have been on tnsimoon,
spot had been there, I don't know how Long the brignt spot

cruiser sitting &in = A
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wel
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but the pricht
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: bc thers, it was quite a while. Sut when we were watching, it would

neve been, ab bhis time, --_of course that spot was awful small, itd wasn!t

ss bic as this, that we were watching. And we were about the same, we—

benchat Pirie through an antenna. Pour officers standing side by side.

‘atened an airliner come out of the airport, go right underneath of 1%

he was taling on the radio, he told them that “he thought, you know, asked
Sasi SOs cshey had traffic on scrambling fichters to see if they could

bere Yr identi t. When cney started %balking about fighter
ould see pase DpDlanss coming in, now we Were, they sald they

ae inished) so I nad another nallucination.

,.

e
r
. Fy

= == “ven they startec talking about fichter planes, it was just as if
—S = + . ra Wusy eT 7 = = -——“-*«

that thing heard every word that was said, it wens PSSSSEEEY, straiehnt up;
a a” _ 5 * Jd 2 a —— ce

sug 22 Whe [went uo, friend, it didn't play no games; it went
_—_ *

Sstrairnt ud.

* + \"? -
< -- There were no fighteryvlanes that were scrambled. 46 P

S .— There were no fighter vlanes.

-- Talked to the tower operator at the Greater Tittsburghn Airport.

S <= Thatta the one o called back. Yhat's Four oh =- I forget the numbder

now, cut ft imow it wae three zeros in it, whatever the number was. Now,

the Yacio trarfic was apout the eirolanos, Now the other airplaneswas

Signt ii the aren; and we watchsd that airliiner go directly undernsath of

LG> SLL Pour of us, And A.i tnay cuyld cuca tolve done wus look straight

up, 'canuBe it was setvingr tga On top of him. And he wend rirht under 2 Be
AUG wtb this tine, its altituds and its distance, and at this time, it was

as, if you were looking at.it, compared to an opdject that you wanted to see,

it was as big as & wasntub then. Even after it went up the Tirst time and

We Were stancing rigat there watching it.

Cow Se6, tas tower operator at Sittsburgh didn't sick up anything. The

ar cidn't pick ups anything, and that's why no alrcrart were scrambled.

S -= Yell, sow, sec, this is, this is the different stories we set; we

Unoorstvend thas there was, planes scrambled down here when this whole thing

First stertved.

Q -- Dalkead with Colonel Hendricks at Youngstown; he scrambled no aireraft

sOevVer at the time. Ee saidhe doubted if he could set his men up at
+) - 

-

Oirty in the morning to go out, and chase uh ==

G-= Ho, it's it's (sic) just that they're not on duty at the time, see,
so there's cs es (discussion of what planes are in air, ready, etc.
~baur couplaings ascut brevityofinterview when he called in from Penn-
yivenia. Quintanilla explains it was the radio operator, busy controllingoS

u pa wf? 22oe eae OS

B23 Ne)

e=- -0. iJ say that who their radio operator was talking to, I don't know --
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S = SJecaiise LI know that, it-was, the traffic that came back hth tan vney
nous Shere was fichters scrambled in the area. When they saic Lignter

Sianes," thet thing really went, buddy, it really went, Iv Gidn't nonkey
oround, it just PRSSSSSau, straight up, just as saough it could svane

sieve ang listen to us, it was like it had a radio on it or something.

==. I uh, i, I don't want you to feel that i'm disputing anything <--
~ --

-- Seow your information, the information which I nave been able to ‘i
checkin out ail the balloon activity in this area, all the aircraft

getirity in buis area, 6soecially in the rocket( ?) you were followings
av the time, -- os one time, because of the descrivtion I feit that maybe
7ou Wers chasinga belloon. sut, uh, there were no balloons in the area.

3 -- ute tnose balloons propelled? Or, wnat, I was under the --

They ao Ww-- i scus
- Pn ~ - <- - — :*3 “— —s -- rr = > 2 .~ + +
iiferences trat MOrPhiNnse wmajor wLULNvENns

ion of wind velocity/ altitude
la produces information ’on this.)

soe i Cait know any «xing of wind was plowing.

Gon Shis 1s one of tré res&sonsd IT asked for that inforiiation; wind velocities

not. only thet, but also the temperatures. In this wiiole area around here,
especially the area in which you followed -- my 50op is to try to
detertline what these things are. It's not a very pleasant one, believe me.

-~- “hav did you do, that got you this kind of $9 joo?

3 7- £ really won't know (chuckle) T!ive often asked myslef that question.
= chscxec out everything. I checked the radar, at Oakdale, which is
rurvier toils way, and checked the one at Greater Pittsburgh, They had
BOvning. xwkosolutely nothing.

j- a a pa - oy ‘ = a

s <—- (nere vere no aircraft there.

. =~ UDhere wers aircref 3 but they were aircrart that were comin# in and

VEling Off. » » « (Descrintion of how radar is used, for bringing in
firolanes. Description of network for rader pickuo of satellites.) I

i

.

= '

4’

c
h The only thins that they had over thia particular red

c
t
 
5

was satellite Scho. 1 con't know whether you realize 1b or not, but there
Bre a_t least thirty satellites that are visible to the naked eye. And
tnese things have a northeasterly and a southeasterly component. HExcépt
three. Three of themhave what we call retrosradse (motion?). énd they
HEaVE an eést-wesy component. These are sort of bastard satellites, that

weren'> sublosed to go that way, but the booster system kind of soofed 'en
up and put ‘tem in a different orbit. And I checked thorourchly with my,
= had @ thirty five minute conversation, to put the intrormation into a
computer. And tris is why I made the determination speeirically, pecause
of the cirections which you save me. That you had first spotted the
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er ae : ; 25 +o

satellite coming over, and then rocusea on bier Venus at that ELGG 5, i
Snosts a Syoical nisht, was at a Magnitvuce of #5 9. Which is the brigntes
Vent —_ Pes - ( . :

shins; in the slcy, exceot for tre moon.

— =4 : ee et ce un

- -- (Indissinet; could be, “Literally everytning we've got.)
*

4 == Well, I don't lmow anything about it, but DT -~ I'm under the impre

“nay -- two thines I'm under the impression of, whether(?) I have a miscon-

e.3 : a2 ka . 7v - po > | z

2 -- Jo, you aeven't, Dals, it's not a misconception Dale, it's you're

Aot the First one to chase that. —

S == iio, i (indistinct) (less than i 3 ltely, I oe chass

25 Z> = Know damm well I wasn't, chasing a

rin

first of all-
i del

sateliite,

didn't say you were cnasing @

S +-- 1s = wnderstand it, a satellite orbits at about seven thousand threeauet

mundeed sna some wiles an hour, to seven thousand five nundred. 1 may be

weong. Second of all, i think that if it was in the atmosphere as close

&5 this thing was, as larse as it was, it would have probably burnedup

2t that ssésa. Sscond of all, i'm under the imoression that our satellites

Coesi't stop and gO and so up and down; tnis is one thing, I didn't lkmow it

could. maneuver, but it was «=

-- Well, thoy gig-zag.. They don*t sigezas, ‘causé a satellite is in

errect motion. Sut it Sives the illusion of zig-zagzcing. It cives the

siiusion of siovement.} Bui it's not oscause the satseilite itself is moving,

D u ‘ & i 8 s nd J

& ~~ Somevines it'll rise right over you. ‘4

S <- Une Ch. So anyway -«

Wo-~ VYonus =-- Vonus <- Venus tocay, \Paers rattling) rises at eres in the
morning. and it rises 150° azimuth and 25° elevation. It doesn't have to
PLSG OW OM the Horizon, it can rise hich. Eut it's on the aelantie. YES

~ -- i; 80 it's on the ecliptic. Granted, you have this. iow -- this,
o un ; this big and this low; and these people watched
Sais Vaing in whe Mogadore areas they report it, and I follow it,
ON + Have carney With me, we're going down the road; so you're gonna
aiscount, well, there's two nuts; welre running Venus. Now Venus ==
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a-= SOW, now wait a minute «= 2k
Tell, wait a minute, let me sbeak = (Voices wiixed,

the wrong word <=

> ——- OA “= well, ==

c ==» Ty en officer in the United States Air sNorce -<-

S$ -- Right =4 you definitely are -=

. de . Io - , pv my

5 =— No, OX. 2 have hallucinations then! But this is, what I've been
wa " py e. — ie

3 == © didn't say you were havinghallucinations,

5S -- whet itm trying to say is this: I'm soinc down the road: now this

thing, thet I am following, «-

{77 and treat tie with the same respect that I treat you.

S 7 £ Nill six, T am; I'll treat you with more respect than I've been
vo , ‘ela : 5 =

b
li -- i'm not calling you a aut, i'm not saying you had hallucinations.

}
/= =~ all right, the last twenty cays! anyway, this CLLoS passes over

“sO0uner Dolics car, xe watches it co by, hets stotted it now. This is
tyio cars, thatls fixed on Venus. So we're going down the road. And we
ot into vonway, Pennsylvania, and this ching passes over the third car,

bost's slivting there, ifot even on the same frecuucney, 1 never met, seen,
#50k6 tO pefore nor after this, ancther officer, ets Watching the sane
thing as it goes over top of hii, s9LNg towards Yittsbursh, as we come
sersaning in. ows we wetened LG, Lour nen, stencing Pisnt there, Tour
olslcsrs. Jrobably, you say atAyening yeu wan, we s S000 right there, watcned
it, Watcnead the plane s6 underneath oF iv, and watched it make a vertical
climd straisnt uo, and this, sir,

& -= Disasveared,

-- (continued) my knowledse is God's truth. ‘Yes sir. ‘he only thing

H
w
y

eit to even look at, after we went tO the station and called the guy,
Was thé ons bright spot that was bnere, the sun was up coming uo full and
ene 00n was fading out. It was about a quarter of a moon, and right
suraight off thet moon, which would have been to the south of the moona2 YOu were looking West, Was one bright spot. I'd say 1t was probably,
would Look like a xpencil eraser, real orizht.

So -= Sunt Ihe other ship <-

~=j That was the nother ship!

!

+ 
J O
Q
¥ '

&

the wiobher shiv. You;ouys are Sonna have me convinced prettybi 
= yeh oe - “<ieg, e? +.00n; aw, give me a tranquilizer and sovie eorresh, i ¥ '
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(Lauchter)

3 -- This thing was to, would have been co the Left, which was the north
of 2%, ang we watched it, it went up, stopped; the airliner went uncer it,

and then it Went straight up. Just as SUrel oat ud, as, well, just, straight
wi. And there -- I, uh, I wouldn't conceive of what, I kmow that

seanle, wh, can eet fixed on sometaing mayoe , or something Like that; but
7? don't think that -- I don't see howthat, uh, myselr and another cE nESt R
Sud another suy and all this could go over, ChasingVenus. tf, un;

won't coacede a part of 1%, I know that there's, uh, this may de sory —_—
SO alscouneLu or wnat it is, dut s know that it was there, i seen it
fers 3in Ly,» cd ay

h-=- Jale, it's not a question of discounting; we're trying to gst into the

(one word Tugzy) we're trying to make the determination as to what it was,

a a—. Siw, ne i could tell you what it was, believe mG Lejor, lL -- I ieee.
eid lille I said berore,; if I told you that I seen a Ford going down the

} : sronted imow what I was talking about. ind if you said, "Cee, there
ods B dhevrolet," you would assume the fact that you identified it and =

nat it is, he same ERIS With an sircraft, you say, “There goes

and I say, “Yep, sure is, that's an old war-horse,” or something

EBT RSE, and it's identified. “HAS y i have never seen nothing like
ox aver, or in the wildest far-fetched imagination. . » « 1 imow

Ve am optical illusion, or even see somtehing moving, or Like if

{ tnrough a piece of wslas¢or something (--)

*

t

=e
 
h
o

¢
ct

r
o
 
@
 

|

@
 
Fh
 f

ee
 s
O-
=,

; 
ef
 
oO
 
we

sw
F

1 
G
p

Q i)

ny wi bulS. Sub NotAing this bir, that it
re : . ae (a ha : ee

pets or, in ny w ldest areas i don't

C Ly C

chinie ah sould have ever |
en anytning Lice is £ don't know, where

it came Trom r aon't imow, who Yélongs to Lf don't imow, but it definitely
!

WES bnerés,; Ena; Un, it'd take something just short of heaven or heil, one,

i i cause of the fact that I don't think
biae Bnyone could follow sotiething that low and that Lary and mot be aole

oo UsStseriiine that they wers actually n the pursuit of something, and =
con't vhink thet there could be that much mass hysteria. Yossibly, somebody

be Aaple to Pisure it out. Jf con't xnow. Suv this thing was there, I
nly; I seen it outside the car, I saw it inside the car, and

de the car after I cot to Conway, Pennsylvania, £nd I
Lvs CO think that I. cambled this man's lite,anda lot of other

4

ul

5D Chen tc my Mine ice DSLPSONnaLLY p
— FF | 3 3&

oA

1G Lives, cnasing Venus. It don't believe for an instant that I was
-cilowing Yenus. 2 don't know how to explain’ it. I don't nave the
jiaghtest idea. Sut sir, this things was as real as (indistinct word)

6 -- itm Just going to say this for whatever it's. worth:L st

Sco One it'shaopened to.

~
_ == You know --

you're not the ri

\ ! i © fH
!

a i don't count that for a minute, There're seventeen --=

(wesks part of Soaur's statement) Two weeks -- two weeks before your
eeport came in, IT had a report from a woman in Interstate, Iowa .. (muffled)

S =<- (mufitted)

an oe (muttPlead)
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== [ne 2if Sores Ggoesn't pay me to, to now many cases they get, or

s -- Vell, XY very well understand this.

w—- Je anaiyus it, and evaluate it,

weil understand that. And I respect your position. cut ==

a 2 lire Waltal-te| Ter Ht S satjiwy wxpot Di Ce r" heRe a ae ve pepesed every OF Od BOC LTTU rs avery Olt of ite And and

chet your -- the information which I got berorg -< is just the same infor-

mation that you cave in the forms. (Papers rattling) On the telephone.

eel this way about it it's yoo damn vad that thess2 Well, +3 rm z s

cninss are running around throuch our sly over our heads, and the United

SGaues Air Yorcs and the sovernment caoesn't kmow what's going on out there,

Seceuss there's too many of them, and thers's too many people have seen it;

and thers certainly must be something to it.

, oo Sheriff -- there arc, like I said before, at least twenty per cent of

SAC is up in the air at all times. Wor one reason only. Radar stations

are oll over this country. Jot only in the interior, put in the exterior,

they Operate on a twenty Tour nour schedule.

~

De- That's wiat LT thought they did.

G =-- Lid you? Three shifts. Sight hours, twenty four hours a day.

"[ == <nat aoes the Air Fores think theses are, Major?

= satis f

-- hat does the Air Force think these are?

= -- ,tsinterpretation of conventional odjects and natural pnenomena. je
avs. over ten thousand, two hundred cases on file at Wright-?atterson. ‘This

woes dDack to 191.7. ast year, just vo show you -= (muffled; movement at
oy 4 ‘ ~~ ~ § 5 ~ ae = «+ a - = - « ~ = - * ? - a _ +
desk) Last year we nad 215 astronomical cases. . « .(adiscussion of statistics)

(ceatescries into which reports are s.ut are read: Astronomical, Aircraft,

S%slloons, Insurricient Data, Ovner.)

) == Vnat catéezsory aoes this fo unuer? ‘Shat Dale saw?

» ~~ 2lacé it in the category of satellite and astronomical observations.

os we 2 oe & 2 ee oe «@ » (DEBeNSSiOn Of Dhoto taken recently)
~ me Sheriff, (indistinct) it's beén unpleasant, but, uh, Itve checked all
the activity. (Indistinet) tris is one of the reasons why I stayea hone,

so [ could checit all the activity. secause it's a Lot easier for ne, to

cheoelz with my coimtunications channels; sit in the office and just punch

buttons, and say, "OK, set me Akron," "Get me Cleveland," "Get me Toledo,"
end then check out the information. This is exactly the gyrations i went

5} .-- Vell, Tim sorry itts turned out vhis way, because I know a low of

neovhe nave coms to me and they saw the saime damm thing, and there's too

many gjeople involved for this thing to be a mirage, or somebody's inasination;ed

© con't, uh, Ita like Dale; nobody will ever convince me it wasn't somethingining Se A Vie: = 4 Pay: z - D aaar oa

actual that's up there. ..« . (Discussion OL capabilities or Yr P
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ian Weitzel. County rrosecutor orings in coffee. Clapp and Schley

s ohotographs. Wi questions Q3; Dil questions S.)

(Those who had exited return to room: Carol Clapp, TomSchley, David webb

7 =~ You seem to be skeptical about the physical reality of unidentified

Tlying objects.

G -- I'm not skeptical about anything. I look at people's statements,
and the information that ils siven to me.

(J == Vell, may I ask your own ovinion ebout these things? Do you think
there is any comuon denominator among the reports?

=-- lo, there isn't. There is no parallel whatsoever.

=-- You mean, cut of all theten thousand reports, they'tre all completely

GL iex or: G ? 3

Q -- = said thet (indistinct. here). There is no character(?)

== SUG you <= you categorize them.

nee fanart sn tig vio ~~ = ya 1449 ay
onvinuing) there is =-- Of course Ic

si LS

fiuwkd

15 t- aa
~ acd vol

atveg -— categorize tner,

stics of satellitss are tne sane!

-j—= “ou mean all theses reports are due to: satellites?

“SI == Well, I asked you (tap o
O KH SS 4 w ws
)

ay c
r

° Wl turns reel over to side 2.)

-— How GO you account for the maneuvers of this UFO? If it was a

G -- He had atriospheric noises. {indistinct sentence. Laughter.)

ii oo tet a -

S =— Ob TOatC “LlNa OL NOLss.

- in :

© == Uo, it's, uh, there's atmosoheric noise. I've seen it myself.

= -- Yes. This is the reason I carry binoculars with me at all tines.

Pl -- How about the fact that it was sesn north, when they were driving

ast, and it seemed due south, when they were driving e=

2 -- They were changing direction.

-- Loan, but -- sce, ther saw this to the east -- to the north when they

weré coins cast; lt was to their left. And then when they were going south,
it was) ehead of them,

d t on the road, and I'm checking on the road, and this

thins would mave been to the left.
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--j Loox, youns fella, I'm finished with you.

“[l =— Joss Yenus move relative to the soon?

ye == (Joell this toning did.

X +— OF cour on the ecliptic just the same as the moon8S. Because Venu

4

urs s i

ust the same as (indistinct; could be "Jupiter")

{ =— Dia ther tell. you vnat "Venus", that this opject, uh, rose, at the

left or the soon, chat itwas below it, 1t rose ==

Q == Yes, it rose up and down; and to the left and to the right.

Go-- con, if you don't Know anytning about atmos oheric convections,

you don't imow anything about language,
7 —_ = ” nd ay | ”

=~ Jell, azjor Guintanilla,. if
= her bee ae eet

ria. wery ‘sorry! a Chis is most remarkable!

(4% that voint, majorQuintanilla had left. David Webb questions Spaur:)

iff e= Lid you tell him you saw the moon, and what you thought was Venus,

ena also the opjiect at the same time? ‘whst did he say to this?

& «= He saic I didn't see it. He said I asd a misconception of a conventional

airerart, and naliucination of astroncmica eeeeeisaa 3 or something, I don't
imow, it hurts a Lot =-

Da prutoe. Pe eas a eee eg LekX Fhe.
nh

GATS: Abhan B. ede NehP
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NOTES ON CONGRESSIONAL CORRESPONDENCE AND NEWS ARTICLES

These sections are almost exclusively related to the investigation performed

by Major Quintanilla of Project Blue Book. The point of the correspondence

with Congressman William Stanton was to inform him of the adverse reflection on

the officers in his district, resulting from the U.S.A.F. - sponsored conclusion

that the deputies had become hysterical at the sight of Echo, then chased Venus

out of the state, and the lack of basis for that conclusion.

I informed other congressmen who have expressed an interest in the UFO topic,

and the Air Force's role, of my communication with Congressman Stanton, The

May 17 letter to Mendel Rivers was also sent, in substantially the same form,

to Congressmen Ayers, Bates, Ford, Fulton, and McCormack. Speaker McCormack

has, for many years, upheld the viewpoint that the Air Force's handling of

UFO reports should be more open.

Some of these reproductions are of carbon copies; they may be of poorer quality;
corrections were made on originals with chalk-paper.

The "enclosure" mentioned in the April 23 letter to Congressman Stanton, introducing

me to him, referred to a newspaper clipping of an interview expressing my views on

UFOs (conservative) and background,

Regarding personal opinions: It should be clear that I have expressed strong views

and dissatisfaction with the Blue Book program, ‘This dissatisfaction is based om

cloSe observation of the Portage County investigation as well as other sources,

I have no reason to believe the Portage County investigation is atypical of Blue

Book procedure, The Portage County case (including all participants in and out

of the state) is ample grounds for dissatisfaction, aside from other well documented

cases (See NICAP's publication, Tili UFO EVIDENCE.) My opinion of Major Quintanilla.

is that he has a deep-rooted belief that no UFO has ever indicated the existence

of advanced technological techniques. iis stated criterion for persuasion to the

contrary is testimony of astronomers wio would report the approach of spaceships.

This is part of the unfortunate stereotype of "vro’ -- if a UFO is not a spaceship,

just arrived from a distant world, it must be a conventional object or natural

phenomenon. Between these two poles there is a wealth of possibilities. Me is

reminded of Dr. Allen llynek's April 5 testimony before the House Armed Services

Committee (#55) this year, regarding "poverty of hypotheses."

Such a deep-rooted opinion is naturally going to stand in the way of an objective

evaluation of data, As has so often happened, if a witness gives testimony that

points to the existence of a device produced by an advanced technology, he must

therefore be disbelieved; either his objective evidence is incomplete, or his

subjective experience is out of whack with reality. Certainly, in this P-13 case,

the “they're all conventional" opinionis out of whack with the observations, But

why must the presumption be favored over the facts?

This is not of simply academic importance. UFO witnesses are subjects of a strange

experience, apparently beyond the realm of conventional explanation. To refuse to

widen the boundaries of that realm to include a (by now) monumental accumulation

of reports, ill befits our scientific ideals, (Mm the level of the individual

citizen, be he a UFO witness or not, anxiety is increasing lest he be one; if he

is, his anxiety becomes conscious pain, from social disapproval, Fortunately for
the witnesses, but unfortunately for the Air Force, the disapproval is shifting

from the data-producers to the data-explainers, ‘The problem remains, however;

the data-producers are discouraged from performing their role. A rather obvious

answer to the frequent question, "If these things are flying around, why don't

more people report them?”



page 2

Ttea ons; There is no mention of the fact that officers Wayne Ruston,

East Palestine Police, and Frank Panzanella, Conway Police, participated in
the observation of the Urd, at times independently and at times together.
Tais lack of mention puts the responsibility on the shoulders of Spaur, neff

and Buchert, and the wording of the report implies that Spaur alone was
responsibia for the mistalzen observation thich resulted in the chase. ‘this
is a significant lack, because of the strong corroboration offerd by Huston
and Ponzoncila: uston observed the object, in detail, flying overhead while
he waited at an intersection through which, from hearing radio traffie, ha
expected Spaur to drive, and while he walted outside his eruiser, heard then
coning on his radio. When the object went by, followed by Spaur and Nefé,
Huston went aftcr them, comparing notes with the Portage County officers over
their radio. Panzanella observed theobject before all three officers pulled

to his parked cruvs nway, and Psi i Zour watched it mmouver in relation
to groun astronomical reference points.

item twos Regarcing the "satellite" explanation, this is impossible. when
Spaur and [eft first observed the object, it was moving toward then over some
recs, near the road where they had lef their patrol car to investicate an

abanconed antomebile. {It moved directly overhead and (1) hovered, (2) appeared
30245 foct in dianmcter at an estimated distanca of 150 feet, (3) emitted such a
bright licht that it hurt Spaur’s eyes, and illuminated the ¢round in m isolated

area around their car, (4) emitted a buczin¢g~humming noise, which (5) rose in

pitch when it resumed its movement fron hovering, (6) The brightness increased

at this time, and as the objcct moved away (Spour and Neff wera in their cruiser

by now), (7) illuninated the ground in the following deteminate mamers when
the object moved forward, it tilted and the spot of light on the ground moved
behind a point which would be vertically below it. Im other words, the uro
“nosed com" woen it moved forward, and enitted the light parallel to its om
Tormal axis, as would a@licht from gfilashlight. as the patrolmen sped after it,
its ground spot illuminated varicus objects in fields over which it flew; and the

Toad,as it passed in front of the officers" line of travel. (8) During the

pursuit, the object had a definite shape, draim by Spaur without prompting or
presentation of my verbal or photographic sucgestions, on the evening following

‘

his sighting, as appears in the enclosed small composite photograph, upper taéé fig
Sector. This drawing is reproduced on page 5 of this letter. ‘The original copy

is still in ny possession,

ton three: Regarding the reference to Spaur’s eyes focusing on Venus,
an attcupt to explain the latter part of the sighting, the following points,

referring to numbars on the photograph (and tracing of the original), were

largely corroborated by Huston and Pmzganella. Venus wuld certainly not

present the following charactcristics: (1) A projection from the trailing

edge of the object. {2) A “dome-shaped” top, (3) an intensely bright forward

portion. (4) An intensely bricsht “cone-shaped” bottom portion, either vaporous

or solid, but too bright to look at comfortably. (5) a bright trailing edge.

(6) A depressed portion of satiny (not shiny) metallic appearance on the rear

third of tha objoct <= tha rest of it brillimetly sclf-illuminated, this portion

reflecting available licht fran a dawm sky. (7) A sharp “drop-off" at the rear

of the "done", at the slanted portion of which the projection begam. (8) A

brilliant rounded "undercarriage", at tines invisible because of the brightness

of the bottan cone of licht. (9) A boundary between self md externally~

illuminated portions of the object.

LP



Ttcem fives The break in the sighting implied in the Air force*s analysis

has that I aa sure is on umintendced (sce Item sis) correspondence to a fact in

the sighting, but om unfortunately conflicting correspondences at one point in

the pursuit of the object, Spaur, NefZ and Huston lost sight of it as they

concentrated on negotiating a coaplex of bridces near Rochester, Pa. When they

energed, the object had droppad considerably lower (from about 1000 to 100 feat

of altitude) and appearad to have been waiting for them. As they came into view

(adnittcdiy m aabiguous way of putiiag it) Lt sped up md regained ita altitude.

These altitudes changes, whorevor they cccurred, wore always rapid md not attri-

butable at any time to dips in the road, or the like.

iten six: So far as I am aware, ths oxtent of interviewing of the participmts

in this sichting, done by the Air Force, is as Lellows; Noifher Neff, Huston,

not Ponzanclla have beén interviewed. Spaur was. interviewed by phone on Monday

and Thursday, for a total time (his estinate) of not more than four or five minutes.

Furthermore, Siaur had the distinet impression that when he bofah relating

interesting details of the sighting, the investigator backed off. ‘The investigator,

Spaur Says, brought up the possibility that he had observed the object for amily

a few manucnts, and did not pursue the fact that Spaur pursued the object for 86

miles. ‘nis is why I mentioned in Item Zive that £ believe the Air Force to be

unaware that Spaur actually did have a breads in his sighting, and of the detail

and significance of this break.

Item sevens Regarding the "double imaye" o1 Chic® Gerald Buchert's film
(please refer to the sketch of the composite photoyraph, locating these images,
and the reproduction of an 8x10 print showings thon)g since the available light

was low, no frauc boundaries, as would be fornod by contrast of available light

expusure with licht occlusion within the cancra, separate the two images. ‘Thus

it is indeterminate whether cach imace micht be due to separate exposures of cas

opject in different frees, or tiv differcnt objects in a single frane. Y am

Making no judgment on the imacses, but whether they are cue to an anomaly in the

history of the film, or to objcocts photogrophed in the field of view, the wrding

of the report scams to imply that these distinctidns were ignored,

Zton eicht: ‘That the inacveS) were “probably cue to "processing defects dua to

ee e« poor handling*"; this inplics that soucthing went wrong during develoment

o£ the film The carbon copy of the signed statoncnt by Deputy Sheriff Gerald Yokum

certifies that no irregularities were presont during processing: fresh developer

was used and the operation was carried out to the letter, in the photolabd of the

Sheriff's office in Ravenna. ‘The woxling also indicates that no effort was made
by Project Dlue Book to asecrtain this. ‘To my Imowlecge, none was. Deputy Yokum‘*s

statenent also indicates the exchanges between wrisht-Patterson ATR, were Blue

Book is located, and the Sheriff's office. Deputy Yokum is held in high esteem
for his photographic ability. tis verbal response to the Air Force's opinion of

his work in this overation was worded rather harshly.

Item nines That the film was old mid foggy: the implication is that the
film was too poor to make a good reproduction. The small photograph of the

contact copies of the entire strip of film up to the last picture taken shows that

five copies of good contrast and detail were recorded on a portion of the fiim
immediately adjacent to the area exposed by Chicf Buchert in m attempt to



page four

photograph the UFO he observed. ‘these Live pictures wers mada less tha threa

hours later in the morning, outside his hone fron almost the sane spot as the

first three attcapts. ‘This shows that, while the film was indeed slightly fogred,
it was mot in the rough shapo implied by the news release. Again, let me emphasige

that I hold no brief either for or against the quality or signiZigancea of of the
"UO imase(s)}." i am only pointing out that they cannot be dismissed in a
offhand manner.

Tas tw caitact prints scen in the composite photograph, by the way, were

made at different exposures to bring cut separately the good contrast in the

later pictures, on thich contact copy the "UFO imace(s)” area is much darker. Mm
the other print, this area is more compatible to inspection. the original fila,

of course, both areas are simultaneously visible, with good detail.

Ttea tons I have exauined this f

even grain v <

. a

iin in much cetall, such that I could observe

ariations, and could find nothing on it corvesponding to an image of

Venus, as the press reports state it bears. Venus would have show in a print as

a bright point. if the Air force mems the are-shaped dark streaks with their

associated lighter and medium-dark patterns ara some "double imageTM of Venus, this

interpretation of the report does not stand up, for obvious reasons. If the

interpretation is of the bricht spot amearing on the print {see copy) of the
“UrO imate(s)TM areca, I ¢an certify that this spot is not jan exposed, dark, arca

on the film, but an area there the tank fluid ‘fam-sailed to Hise the emulsion at all,

Tf by "Venus" is meant the dark spot, I would subyest, aside frou the point that

Venus woule have appeared bright, that this dark spot, on close exanination is

(seemed to ma to bo) cue to a bubble on the flim which prevented develoment.

its outline is sharp and mins the edg¢e of the ijinm, which was held, in the tank,

by a device which grisped its S. ‘the film, incicentally, was agitated continu=

ously; notwithstanding this, swall anomelics could have occurred adjacenS to the rim.

The “UFO image(s)" arc, however, located a good third of the way in.

> 
t
h

Item eisven:; ‘The press report makes no mention of the fact that Chief Buchert

observed thie ooject umeuvering, in his ficid of vision both above and below som

nearby horizontal tolephone wires. ‘hother "ais" Uro was the saze one observed

by Spaur, Neff, luston ad Panzanolla, or not, and whether the film*ts image(s)

bear my resemblance to the object Chicf Buchert observed, his sighting cannot

be ciscowited by a brief refereice, pejorative wim not in catext, to "table

saucers", Whatever it was, it definitely was not Veause

énd just as definitely, ucither was the sighting by Spaur, Nefi, Huston and

Panzanclla.

The Record-Courics article on my activity concerning WO phenomena headlines

this as a "hobby", For mmy years the Air Force has referred to civilian UFro

investigative organizations as “hobby clubs". ‘hile some indeed may be conductéd

on that level, I know of no one Coing voluntcer investigative or research work

for ITICAP who considers such work as anything less than a serious avocation.

I share NICAP"s patriotic aim of making information @m at least an interesting
end at most a vitally important topic available to the public. It is for that
reason that I and Mr. Hall belicve the infomeaticen enclosed should be brought to
your attention,

Sincerely yours,

William B. Weitzel
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5709 Woodmont St.

Pittsburgh, Pas 15217

May 6, 1966

Honorable Williem Stantou

Tiouse of Representatives

Dear Mee Stanton:

The Washington office of NICAP has informed me of your reply to my

letter to you of April 25, discussing the Air Forca'’s conclusions regarding

the Giilo-Pennsylvania UFO sighting of April 17. I am pleased that you found

the letter informative, and that you hava gone on record as being critical

of the Air Yorce's hmdling of this case. 2 agree wholeheartedly with your

Stateuent, printed yesterday in the Ravenna Record-Courier, that such procedures

and unfounded conclusions are detrimental to both the Air Force and the public
interest. NICAP has documented the fact that this activity is common in the
history o£ the Air Force's involvement with Ufo phenomena, in THE UrO EVIDENCE,

published by NICAP in 1964. Such wifortunate hmdling of U’0 reports has

probably been the greatest single factor in preventing an adequate accumulation

of UFO information, since the public's expectation of ridicule is reinforced

every time a witness is treated in such on offhand and derogatory manner by

Blue Book representatives or their published statements. Blue Book has never

approached this problen, of UFO phenomena, with an open mind, and military

secrecy orders (for example, AFR200=2, JANAP 146, FM 190) are a further stumbling

block to scientific analysis.

It enbarassed me to discover that I had left out of my previous letter,

Q copy of a statement refered to therin, by Gerald Yokum, Deputy Sheriff who

handled the devolopment of Mantua Village Police Chief Buchert's film. Although

NICAP still has no professional opinion concerning the value of this film, Deputy
Yokum's statement refutes the Air Force's clain that the processing was poorly

done, and adds information which might be helpful in its analysis.

Enclosed is a copy of that statement; also samc news clippings and issucs

of NICAP*s bi-monthly publication, Ti UFO INVESTIGATOR. TIT you wish further

information about NICAB’s work, I am sute Richard Hall will be glad to send you
souc, including a copy of THE UFO EVIDENCE, which we have tried to make available
to every member of Congress. I will be at the abova address for several more

weeks, and would be Hlad to hear fran you if you have any questions.

Sincerely yours,

William B. Weitzel, Chairman

NICAP Pittsburgh Subcommittee
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NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE

ON AERIAL PHENOMENA

TELEPNOHEY QOS F-SRES WASHINGTON, D, C, 20036 AOMINIGTRATIVE Orrices:

Casie ADDRESG: 1536 CONNECTICUT AVE.. N. W.

SKYLIGHT Weitzel -- Stanton page 2 5/11/66

MAJOR DONALD &. KEYHOE

UGMC (RET... DIRECTOR

satisfy certain demands for his physical presence in the area,

and that ne had brought his conclusion with him. It appeared to

be a complete waste of time, on his part and on ours.

The Major's line of argument was, briefly, that he nad

(1} taken testimony on the phone from Dale Spaur that was identical

with that gathered at the interview yesterday, (2) checked all the
conventional aerial activity in the vicinity of the sighting,

(3) snalyzed the testimony and compared it with his activity-check,

and found no indication of radar reception of ths UFO near Greater

Pittsburgh Airport, (4) concluded that there was no UFO at the time.

xe clouded the issue of the thoroughness of his investigation,

pointing out that he conferred for thirty five minutes with computer

experts setting up a program for enalysis of satellite activity in

the ares at that time, thus obscuring the fact that his own con-

frontation with, or confrontation by Blue Book representatives with,

tne participants in the event lasted loss than five minutos.

How the information gained in the conference over a two hour

period could be identical with that from a couple of perfunctory

phone calls is beyond me,

That tnere was indeed 4 non-astronomical body at all times

is clear to all familiar with the Deputias! testimony save the

Major. I will not burden you with a prolonged repstitiozc of my

former letter detailing a rebuttal to tne astronomicai explanation.

Bus I will point out a significant difference in the status of that

rebuttal now and before this interview. Before, it was possible

hat. tha astronomical conclusion was based on a paucity of firste

nand information gathered ty Blue Book, indicated by their brief

interviews (total less than five minutes) with one observer only

(Spaur), and, according to Spaur's statement, a strong lack of interest
in following up the fact of its (the sighting's) great length in

tims and across several counties. ring the interview the Major

wes confronted with all these details; yet his conclusion remained

unaltered.

Either he was somehow unaware of the testimony, or there is

no contradiction betweon testimony and explanation. I will make

no further speculations,

It did seem, though, that the Major's general approach, which

is odd from an evaluative end investigative standpoint, was to

Giscount those nortions of testimony which conflicted with his

prior explanation, Using this avoroach, one could, for example,

Sb frivatelyupporled factfinding body serving tha national public intovest
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CABLE ADDRESS: 1536 CONNECTICUT AVE.. N. W,

SKYLIGHT ;

Weitzel -- Btanton page 3 5/11/66
MAJOR OONALD E. KEYHOE

USMC iret) DIRECTOR

asily identify a hightning bug with the sun. Both move through

ne sky, oithsr overhead or near the horizon; both erit lisnt;

Soth can be otUserved by many people at one time. Aside from these

seneral features, however, there are particular ones wiich make

quite a aifference. And there 1s also a matter of cexree in the

supoosed similarities. ;

c
t
 
@

Particuler differences between satellite-Venus and this UFO

“sre the antenna at its rear, its metallic sheen, its differentiated

shape, its brilliant cone=shaped light, its being viewed to the

soutn, north, east, north, south, north, sovth and southeast, in

that sequence, its humming noise, and variations in velocity and

altituds, alternating, not changing continuously, from zreat to small.

Major Quintanilla showed that a satellite's, or Venus', regular

motion can anoear, from eye movements or atmospheric disturbances,

to be irregular. This does not account for the gross changes in

direction, altitudes, or speed of the UFO, which changes were quick

and preciss.

Neither a satellite nor Vonus would be so bright as to cast

& spot of light on the ground beneath them, to the rear when they

moved forward, or directly underneath wren they were stationary.

Naither, of course, would be stationary in the first place.

Neither one would fill one sixth of the viewing area of &

car's windsnield. Neitner would cause Spaur and Neff to be petrified

with astonishment and fear, or cause a temporary loss of feeling of

reality, when hovering overhead, as did the UFo.

w, in response to these anomalies, Major Quintanilla completelyOW

Gisregardea those which were utterly incompatible with a Venus=

satellite exolanation, and deprecated the degree of those which,

in their extent, Likewise contradicted such an explanation. He

stoutly maintained, without citing an examination of a map, that

the observed obiect was always to the southeast, despite the fact

that Spaur and Neff were initially traveling due east, then due

30Uu th, and observed the obtect as described earlier, in diverse

directions. To reconcile these discrepancies he stated, in his

neredible" way, that roads wind. The Deputies! route, of course,

&s much a vart of the observation as was the UFO, and likewise -

verification from independent sources,p
5
8

t
f
 
W

~
~ ,

Speeking of independent sources, I wonder if Major Quintanilla
plans to interview any of them? Or will Dale Spaur continue to be

seen by the press as the personal focal point of this alarmingly
detoriorated situation?
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Iiajor Quintanilla was quoted three weeks ago in the
Q Record-Courler as deciding not to send an investigatorhere

because of the difficulty of recreating the scone. At this confere

he steted he preferred sitting in “his offices pushing buttons,
using conmunic ations channels, to interviewing witnesses in vorson.
Surely this represents administrative efficiency; but must part of

the available testimony of witnesses be seloctively ignored to allow.

categorizing the rest? Must witnesses be ignored altczether? I

have interviewed eleven who offered significent or interosting

information in this case, It seems that testimonies as weil as

buttons have beon pushed. The sole extont of testimony colicscted

by representatives of the Air Force, emong all these candidates,

was less then five minutes, from Deputy Spaur, as far as I wes aware.

Iam dofinitoly not saying that, absolutely, Elus Book analyzed only
- this much testimony, But there are glaring gaps.

ay "selectively" ignored for thin roazon: Major QuintenLllats

¢ clearly exhibits an 2 priori assumpticn that UFOs are not -

retested objects. Thus when testimony indicates the contrary,
s tornored or dsprecated. (I em still Limiving my statements to
rii 17 sighting, but NICLP has a bulk of evidence that other

~

Ly conducted.)
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ne of Blus Boosts sveted 2ims, to whichI presume Major

Cuintanilia suvserites, is a eclentitic Inve stigs..on of Ure

phonomena. It is not ssientific to ignore facts in favor of

presunyad tions r

This is my eriticism of MajorCuintinilla's conduct in this

on, jim. Staton, Ne did not apnes> to be here to inAVOSti gates

260, OY evaluate. He appsered to come prepsred chiefly to

t, reject, and persuade, It is,I believe you will agree,

dible that an officer representing so vital a project as

Blue Ecok would bo so inclined.

P

But I Pentt 1% necessary to inform you that tho oLroun=
promptedmy first letter, in part a routine NICAP action,

Sincerely yours,

Lo hudonre fise $ 7

SpeeLiem 8, Weitzo



5709 toodmait St.

Sittsburgh, Pa. 15237

May 47, 1966

Yooravle Williaa Stmtan

Rouge of Raprescnatatives

Wethinugton, D. Ce

Tear i, Stanton:

I refrainad ewe sending tha onclosad letter, datad May 11, until being

ahie to beck up oy chatyes cencerning Mator cuintmitla wlth soeotaing more

Concrete than a refarcacs to a tava racorving which ¥ eeeidea’ you would not

have time to listen tio In derail (it tacts two hours). ‘To sava you this tina

and to include with that letter some materiel te reinforce my claims, « heave

typad up a partial transcript of the eed.stint. <A miotecopy fs enclosad,

Although cone verbatin patsates are ted, it is continuous from the bacinning

Qf Spmir®’s oral taestinony, I an daene? oS eane comy of tha original at this
momont, snd will forward that whee it ‘Le catpleted, hia copy will be unaditad,

Pecauss of thoir interest in tho TPO subfect and tha Ale forcat’s activity

én ths areca, 2 a2 sending the folicvine Concressmen photecoples of your (ry)

letter 2 Moy li¢ Sohn ee HCO Caraldford, ty Nendol Rivers, Uillioa
Rates aad Rai Pultens I will advaea then of your possession of the transorfyé|
amid tapa copy of tha precaadingss unlortunstely, 2 aa uot abie to make enough
covies of theses=raed.

Gt Thuracay of Last woek, tuo days after the May 16 meating, I talked

fn porson with Chic? Gerald guchert of Memtua, After the mesting, later that
Cav, Major quintanilia visited him fore ti hours, Chie? suchert informed ma

that thjor quintentila examined his yurd ulth a mametic cauupass, then spent

tha rest of the tine tryingto convinces the chict “nad his wile that they had
observes Venus. Althoush Chie tucher&é told Major Guintmmills his wife had

z ved the UFO with him, tha Major did not ass ter a slntle question. Major

quintantita Soma to feel that, becausa Chief nuchart’s Elim does not show a
U70, Chief puchert <id not sas ons, although the wWigh®-?fetterson analysis of

that film ciseredits its quailty ani cunsitivity, saying Lt was eld aad badly

“zy 10 expressad the opinionthat Major qQuintsanills wes uncer

omicrs ts ucts beige G mactier the vay he hes, be quote the Major himsolZ (at

@ Vebrusry34 vot3 conicrencs}, *! oa a fants man.” I da not balfleave
his soy 29 appearance is a good foundation for tote opingen. TI woul3 not,
on the other hand, be af all surprised to cdincovor that ft is 9 trua opinion.

Put opinions aside,< think that enpearancs and its attendant ciroustances

avo Worthy of your critical asienti

eary ge in the Portxra Osunty Sheritita office who wera aware o? the

o
f

G

~ i
e
)

o
O
\
w

Sinceroly yams,

NEICAP Pittsburgh Subcamittes
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Richard w1a03 tesistcnt Di or of susgested £ send you theJ eho Lee Disk eg Chee ee HLroect we Vo HICA2, Sie wer ees & Shee -

enciosad infornation. I hava besa conducting an investigation of the

April 17, 1966 sighting of an unidentified Flying cbjeqt which was "ehasec®

rom Yortate County, Galo, inta CONS y womisylvenia, by two EODaEY, Shoritis.

mais event exused a greet deal of exehtmment and the press fave mich publicity
to the Air Forte's cvaluation that the witaesses had observed an artificial

Satellite anc the planet Venus. Eenmise tie facts oe the case indicated
a

ochermice, I informed Conc¢rézsamt Willisa Stemten of this. dye Cook , of

the Sortage Soumty Comin Blcas court, also exaressed to Me. Stentsore hes

Gissatisfattion with the sly Force's conclusion, and Mt. Stuntonvisited

Lt. Col. gohn Spaulding in the Pentagon to rete a usce thorough investigation.

(Talis had aponrentiy consisted of two 2~3 uinute teisphoae interviews with ons

Oz the four observers.)

May 10, Major Wector quintmilia conducteé m intervier in the Portage

Gounty Cours Mouse, after witchhe coiterated his original conclusion, clasrung
5 “?>)

- 4 =

ive cw? nothing to dispute this, ‘Despite hie repeated assurances to thege

proseht that he was gathering inforaction objectively, he re fected substantial

tid vitel sortions of testtmom md indicates other serious goos in his inves-

tigations, Since Ewes sare Mere Oteiton had wishes the air Force to make more

thon & tckan concession to his requdsst, 2% again wrote to hin, on May Tis A

copy of that ictter is enclosed. Tn orcer to back up uy elains, I dstayad
”

pontine the letter witil nov, having typed a trmsirivt from 2 tape Tecorclag
mede at tha Mey 10 inmtarvicw. I am not able to sand you a copy of this, but

it. Stenton hat eas. ond will shes io have @ compiste tape Copye I Une you
to era a Least the tronscript, as it says much more them FT am able to in

. —

hope you find this information enlightening.

Sineere:Ly yours °

Willie; Be|

WICA?P Pitts

teFseze1Wez -

bursa Subecemittes



GERALD R, FORD

FIFTH DISTRICT, MICHIGAN

PONnoTesSs 4% las ye 7 tate ;; Eat - res
Ui, wid we Lye CA eben DLL

of the Blinerity 2
@ifice of the Sincerity Leader

House of Meprege:‘ativbes

Washington, D.C.

Mey 23, 1966

I wish to acknowledge and thank you for your letter of
xa copy of your letter to Congressman Stanton

eiohtineSignings .

- * - > * * - > + oe

While I appreciate having the information on this sighting
-~ %. @- ha ¥ - a ~-

cern has been that a Congression
arn “on <n 7 at ~ .
examined on the unexpplained sigh

~

available to the public.

Because of my request, certain progress hes been made.

a release on that I thought you would like to see.

G a ci
.
u

enc.

MICHIGAN OFFICE:

425 Cxuzrry Stacey SE.

GRAND RAPIOS

May 17th enclosing

the April 17th

f£ » my main con-

al investigation beheld, all the facts

tings, and that the report be made fully

I am enclosing
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ss —— APRIL 21, 1966 pe a

STATEMENT BY HOUSE MINORITY LEADER GERALD R. FORD, R-MICHIGAN.

Q

7

The Air Force has informed me it is arranging for a study by high-caliberC

scientists of some of the UFO sightings which have never been explained,

This study will be pleced under contract soon after July 1, start of the new

fiscal year. It will be carried out by a university which has no close ties with

Those people engaged ia the study will be high-caliber scientists who have
—_—_—_—.___.,

mever taken a position on UFO's, the Air Force said. It will be made clear to then

that they are not being hired to come up with findings in support of prev.ous Air

Force statements regarding UYO's, L am iarormed,

The Aix Force said thers is too much effort involved to ask these scientists

, -

to make this study without pey,

: aa vkt pe Weigel ee CO Ee eT , Leu DH = : mL
ane CTEpore will CELLNLCe.y be MECe Puoiic, the Air Force assured mé. ane

wnaole purpose of the study is to clear the eix as far as the public is concerned,

his, of course, was my purpose in recently requesting that public hearings

on the subject of UFO's be conducted by either the House Armed Services Committee

ox the House Science and Astronautics Committec.

le was as a result of my call for 2 congressional investigation that the Air

Force now is arranging for a study of UFO's by topflight scientists not connected

im any way with the Air Force.

i would heve preferred a congressionel investigation with witnesses to include

rélisble persons from among thosewho say theyhave seen UFO's, I still think this

would be beneficial, Sut the UFO study by a panel of scientists, with the report

or Maw mone Ds I's 2%, 6 : te eo alg PRe »s
CO oS Mece puo.sc, ss step ua tee Yigse GirtTeccion.

de fl oe

Wa ray a,

the Air Force so that the findings will be completely cojective, Air Force officials



J.WILLIAM STANTON COMMITTEE ON

Mewar 3255300 Congress of the Gnited States vn PMlaae one
Prone: 352-6167

House of Representatives

Washington, B.€. 20515

June 8, 1966

Mr. William Weitzel

5709 Woodmont Street

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15217

Dear Mr. Weitzel:

Thank you very much for forwarding to me the
tape recording of the interviews relating to the recent sighting

in Portage County, I am delivering this to the Air Force to be
made a part of their permanent file,

You may be aware that I personally contacted

Secretary of Defense McNamara urging his favorable consideration
of the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board's recommendations
that their present program be expanded to include investigation
of selected sightings by independent scientists, The Secretary
of the Air Force has now approved the recommendations made by the
Advisory Board and steps are being taken to implement these

recommendations and the new program should be operational by

September 1966, I am sure you will agree that this, at least,

is a good beginning,

Thanking you again for forwarding the taped

interviews to me, I am

Sincerely yours,

William Stanton

WSism



J.WILGIAM STANTON COMMITTEE ON

Vite OretRmicy, Ono BANKING AND CURRENCY

1626 Lowaworty BuiloinG

WASMINGTON. D.C. 20315 od a ¥ ion af 170 No Ss Ss. a fi trserower er ett ee dante . wr RTHSt. CLAIM STREET
Peon 225-5908 MY 3 hy i 0334 v sh a} & va te if i sy & rs PAIneSVILLE, OHIO

Prone: 352-6167

DOIGTRICT OFfTice:

House of Veuresentatives

Wiashingtonw, 7.C€. 20515

June 8, 1966

Mrs. Carol Ciapp

RLECORD-COURTER

124 North Chestnut Street

Ravenna, Ohio

Dear Carol:

[I think you will be interested to know that today I

received an answer from the Secretary of Defense in regard to unidenti-

fied flying objects.

The letter stated that

authorized the Air Force to take steps

gation of reports it receives on unide

the Secretary of Defense has

to strengthen scientific investi-

ntified flying objects.

He further states that help within the scientific communi-

ties will be sought through contracts calling for prompt, in depth investi-

gation of selected UFO reports, Air Force officials are now discussing

the project informally with university and other scientific leaders to de-

termine their interest. The Air Force is preparing work statements for

these new contracts at the present time. Funds for them will be requested

from FY ‘6&7 and FY ‘68 budgets:

I was delighted to see the increased interest that the

Federal Government is taking in the general subject of unidentified flying

objects. I feel that the efforts of the local citizens in Ravenna in ex-

pressing their dissatisfaction with their recent experience with this sub-

ject has played a part in the expansion of this program. I appreciated

very much the support of Judge Robert Cook, your newspaper, and the local

citizens in letting the Air Force know that their inadequate investigation

Was not being accepted without protest.

Sincerely yours,

r

Lil fo ——

Wiiliam Stanton
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. WASHINGTON, D, C, 20036 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES:

CABLE ADDRESS: 1536 CONNECTICUT AVE... N. W.

x len PLTISBURGH SUBCOMMTTEE
‘5709 Woodmont St,

pittsburgh, pa. 15217 june 12, 1966
MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE

USMC (RET.. DIRECTOR

YMonorable Willian Stanton

1626 Longworth Building

Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Stanton:

Thank you for your letter acknowledging receipt of the tape recording made

at Major Quintanillats Portage County interview on May 10, and my subsequent

interview with the witnesses and comments to the broadcast media,

I have been following the Portage County situation through articles in

the Ravenna Record-Courier, and am aware of your considerable efforts to improve

the situation there, as well as the Air Force's UFO investigative procedures.

I am pleased to see that the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board's recommendations

are now being seriously considered,

The following remarks are offered with some reluctance at the demand on your

time for their consideration. But lest you have the impression I am beating an

old bag of bones, please be assured that the only skeleton is in Project Blue Book's

closct, Its entire crowded company deserves exposure to the clean air of enlight-=

enment, but I am particularly determined that the Portage County case be somehow

corrected, and that Dale Spaur, Wilbur Neff, and the other participants in the

events of April 17 be declassified in the public mind as incompetent officers and

hysterical stargazers.

Your quick replies to my other correspondence makes me wonder whether ny

letter and enclosures of May 17 have come to your attention. Enclosed with that

letter was another one dated May 11, which I delayed sending until I was able to

type a substantial portion of the taped interviewby Major Quintanilla. Also

enclosed, then, was a 17-pace transcript from this interview. he transcript

supports my claims, detailed in the letters, that Major Quintanilla*s interview

was a travesty of investigative procedure,

If you have seen this material, I would appreciate your forwarding the

transcript to the Air Force, to be included with the tape recording, as the

point of the recording was to substantiate the transcript, which can be perused

in far less time than it takes to listen to the tape.

I cannot emphasize enouch, sir, that Major Quintanilla's trip to Ravenna

did nothing whatever to correct the consequences of his original hasty investigation.

Instead, these consequences were amplified. ‘The public gained the impression, . .
and this impression was communicated to you directly by the Air Force, that a

closer look at this situation, the April 17 sighting, reinforced and confimed

Blue Book's original conclusion. This is a false impression.

A firivaloly-supported factjinding body serving the national public intorcit 3



Weitzel -=- Stanton 6/12/66 page two

Tt is a false impression for two reasons. One, the closer look was

closer only in form, not in actuality. ‘the transcript from Major Quintanilla's

interview makes this clear. ‘Two, the "confimed'* conclusion is nullified by

at least ten specific points which appeared in the testimony. Some of these
were emphasized to him, ‘his is all on the tape. There are other features of

he sighting which utterly discredit the "satellite-Venus" explanation. I have

pointed these out to you in previous correspondence,

Blue Book has smothered the Truth, Mr. Stanton. While this case is not

the only one in which the truth has been smothered =- there are many others, well

documented -- this particular instance, in your district, is worth concentrating

on; that is, I feel justified in discussing it with you. Probably nothing short
of an investigation of Blue Book, at this point, could effect a reversal of this

false impression. But I cannot accept the situation, as it stands, and remain silent.

I wish to make clear that I an not challenging the honesty of Major Quintanilla,

nor of Blue Book or the Air Force. False impressions do not always stem from

Sinister motives. I think Major Quintanilla believes he is doing a competent

job. I believe the Air Force's published inaccuracies are largely due to false

impressions stemming from Blue Book's reports. I have no evidence that there

is a concertéd federal or military effort to conceal mown facts. But there is

Strong evidence that the size, structure, administrative orders, and practices

of Project Blue Book have only exacerbated the problems of reporting and analyzing

UFO phenomena. Furthermore, I am skeptical of any program of expansion or case

review, as long as the structure, administrative orders, and practices continue.

I belicve that only a thorough overhaul of this project, and its demilitarization,

will grevent further incidents such as that in Portate County.

Reviews of the Situation are not new to the Air Force. In 1948, ATIC sent the

Air Force Chief of Staff a "Top Secret Estimate of the Situation" giving an inter-

plenetary interpretation to UFOs. (Although the Air Force has often denied the

reality of this document, Major Quintanilla himself not only did not deny it, but
Searched for it, during a recent interview in his office. ‘This interview has been

published in five parts, in last week's Record-Courier.)

In 1955, Blue Book published "Special Report #714," the result of an analysis

£ their data on UFOs through 1952. ‘the Air Force has playéd down such reviews,

because they tend to erode Blue Book's image as an adequate project. Special

Report #14, for exanple, discredits the (altogether unscientific) presumption

stated in AFR 200-2 that even UFOs classified as UNKNOWN after sufficient data

has been collected, are probably ordinary objects or phenomena. If this were the

case, one would expect a smaller percentage of UNKNONY conclusions among well-
qualified observers. mn the contrary, according to Special Report #14, among

"axcellentTM observers, the UNXNOWY conclusion is prevalent: 35.3% compared with

16.6% for “Poor" observers. ‘The other categories of conclusions remain about the

sane, by percentages, except for INSUFFICIENT INFORMATION (currently called “insuf<

ficient data") which increases with observer unreliability. me would expect,

in other words, that better observers could supply data to determine a conventional

object, if Blue Book's presumption were correct; instead, the better the observer, |

the more difficulty in explaining the observation,
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Surely a large proportion of the renorts are due to conventional objects

or Bu cetaakes Currently, the Air Force claims WIIKVOWMS are about 7% of all
conclusions. This figure, of course, is based on reports from a spectrim of

reliability categorics, and one is not reminded that "Excellent" observers are

a small proportion of this. So throwing out the Widows with the others is

tenpting. As the summary to Special Report #14 indicates, “As more and more

reports are read, the feeling that "saucersTM are real fades, and is replaced

by a feeling of skepticism regarding their existence." But aside from the

Report's dubious and confusing identification of UNKNOWN with "interplanetary

Space vehicle" (the meaning of "saucer" in the passage quoted), such a "feeling

of skepticism" should not blind one to "finding diamonds in a search for coal,"

as Dr. J. Allen Ihmek put it in his April 5, 1966 testimony before the House

Armed Services Committee. It should certainly not blind one from finding diamonds

in a search for diamonds, But Blue Book is not looking for Giamonds, it is

looking for coal.

Tais is what blinded Major Quintanilla from seeing WIKNOwN when the observers*

testinony stared him right in the face. He offered an explanation of a light in

the sky. It is now carried as an explanation of the April 17 sighting. The

April 17 sighting was not just a light in the sky, any more than a mushroom cloud
is just a cloud. put since Dlue Book prefers their choice of interpretation of

"sichting", I prefer not to refer to the April 17 event as (just) a “sighting.”

It was, concretely, and spelled out in such detail as to preclude a gratuitous

interpretation, explicitly an observation by at least four competent individuals

of a highly detailed and unconventional event.

Four weeks ago, I sent Major Quintanilla a letter pointing out that, while

he had explained a "licht in the sky,'* he had not explained the details of the

event, I listed twelve points which still needed explanation. I also (as tact-

fully as I could) asked him whether he had disregarded features of testimony that

conflicted with his exmlanation. The points I listed, with the exception of

corroboration from witnesses not present (but whom he later had interviewed),

were taken directly, and quoted, from testimony taped in Major Quintanilla'’s

presence. ‘That testimony was the same as originally given me the same day as

the sighting. I have received from Major Quintanilla only a signed receipt for

the Certified letter.

Is Mejor Quintanilla ignoring it because it (the testimony) was given him

three weeks after the event? He did state he prefers to get initial impressions.

Why did he not do this? Because he could not "recreate the scene"? No. Because

he presumes, as outlined in APR 200-2, that all UFOs are ordinary things seen

under extraordinary physical -=- or psycholpéical -- circumstances,

low can this attitude, printed, promoted and practiced by the dir Force,

do anything but cancel efforts to augment Blue Book?

I have great respect for the Air Force, tir. Stanton, and none of my remarks

are based on, or designed to foster, any erosion of that respect, in mysel= or . ot)

in the public eye. But let me point out that the public's respect is being .

eroded by the stream of hasty and often absurd statements on UFOs offeredby

Blue Book, as official Air Force opinions. ‘This is borne out by the Eact that

reluctance to admit the existence of unusual aerial objects is no longer frequently

accompanied by ridicule of other witnesses, but by fear of ridicule of one's self

should such an object be seen,



Weitzel -- Stanton 6/12/66 page four

I have tried so far to limit my correspondence to offers of information,

lx. Stanton. I know your busy schedule is full of conpeting problems. put now

I feel I must ask a small favor of you. So long as Blue Book interprets the
April 17 event to be just a light in the sky, no accurate conclusion will be

forthcoming. I have enclosed a list of the specific items, copied from my

unanswered letter to Major Quintanilla, with quotations from the transcript.

Would you be so kind as to forward this list to the Air Force and ask how

Major Quintanilla explains these specific points, and inform me of their answer?

Tae question, how these points are explained, is legitimate. It demands a

legitimate answer. -It is a different question than has been asked so far, in

precluding a gratuitous interpretation of "sighting". And I am not requesting

your intervention in my ow behalf alone, but chicfly on behalf of Deputies

Spaur, leff, Wilson and Sheriff Dustman. The question, furthermore, has by

no means disappeared from the minds of those in Portage County.

Perhaps the Air Force will answer, "They were exatcerating," as Major

Guintanilla implied in his recently published statements, He did say he thought

the April 17 sighting was not a hoax. But frankly, if I were Dale Spaur or any

of the other participants, I would balk at having to choose between being labéled

“intelligent hoaxter* or "hysterical stargazer." Neither, of course, is close to

the truth; but what else can Portage County think of its deputies?

Sincerely yours,

William B. Weitzel, Chaiman

Pittsburgh NICAP Subcommittee

Enclosure

Copies to Congressmen Ford

Fulton

Hutchinson



APRIL 17, 1966 "CIASE" OF UFO FROM PORTAGE COUNTY, ONTO, TO CONVAY, PENSSYLVANTIA

List of points not cleared up or explained by official conclusion offered by

Major Heetor Quintanilla, Jr., Director of Project Blue Book -- that the sighting
was at first of an Echo satellite, then Venus. This list taken fron an as yet

(Sune 12, 1966) unanswered query to Major Quintanilla dated May 17, 1966. letter
was sent by Certified Mail; Major Quintanilla signed the receipt. Quotations are

from transcript made from tape recorded in Major Quintanilla's presence May 10.

1. The UFO's size: "from berm to berm on 224" "As big as a three-bedroom

ranch bone" "Yell, it was as big as a house!" (Spaur)

2. The UFO's brightness: "Like looking dowm the middle of hell, or something,
for a minute. And it was very bright; it'd make your eyes water." (Spaur)

3. The UFO's change in brightness with altitude: "It would get brighter when

it would go‘up, and then it would seem like it would lose part of its intenseness,
of the light, as it would come back dow to us." (Spaur)

4, The UFO's sound: a humming noise that would change pitch, like "an overloaded

transformer waen it changes" or like different notes on a "pitchpipe" (Spaur)

5. The UFO's being seen to the north and south. When Spaur and Neff entered the

224-183 junction near Deerfield, they had to turn south. The object was then

behind them; when they turned back on to 224, going due east, it then traveled

over the road and '"paced* them to the south. Also, going around Canfield; “snd

we turned off to the ri¢tht. And it was over to the right of us then, and that

throwed it back over to the left hand side of the cruiser. And it seemed like

it just went off the road and quit; wien we Was going a little bit south, it

turned and come right back with us. South." (Neff) ‘This shows that they were

aware of the distinction between apparant movement, due to road direction changes,

and actual movement of the UFO.

6. The ground illuminated by the UFO: "It was no more, after it gained altitude,
no more than between three and five hundred fect, ‘cause it was light on the ground

underneath of it. It was, the illwaination from it, when it crossed that big

crane, Wiere the Strip field is and stuff, you could see it just as plain as you

can See that telephone. And this was before daylight." (Spaur)

7. The U'O's metallic appearance: "But that's the metallic part that you could

see. You could see it very plain, and it was like an aluminum top that's been

used for a while; it was definitely a silver, or light color, but it wasn't like

chrome; it was silver color but it wasn’t polished silver. Smoky silver. Dull

Silver, or waatever you'd call it; it was, I saw it very plainly." (Spaur)

8. the UrO's projection: "When it would do this, you could see this one projection

on the back. Fifteen or eighteen feet long, it would appear to be. This is

strictly an estimate.” (Spaur)

9, the UFO's maneuvering: "This front part would change its angle of trim. « « e

there was this one projection on it that we could see at any time; there were a
couple of times it made the same mancuver we couldn't see it." (Spaur) At this

time the object appeared to be about 100 feet ahead, ;

10. ‘The UFO's being more visible when the Sky became brighter: “Very clear, there

was no problem at all, as a matter of fact, the lighter it got, the better we could \

see it." A constantly illuminated object would have gone down in relative brightness. | ‘

\



PORTAGE COUNTY 4/17/66 UFO page two

FEATURES NOT EXPLAINED BY PROJECT BLUS BOOK'S

“SATELLITS ** VENUS" CONCLUSION (cont.)

ll. The nature of the UFO's disappearance: "We watched it through an antennae e e

it went PSSSSITIEW, straisht uy; and I mean, when it went up, £ridgnd, it didn't

play no games; it went straicht up." (Spaur)

12. The UFO's being seen in addition to Venus, at the end of the sighting: ‘There

was one bright spot right of€ the, about where the nose would have been on the

(man in the) moon, but the bright spot had been there, I dontt know how long the

bright spot had been there, it was quite a while. But when we were watching, it

would have been, at this time -- of course, that spot was awful small, it wasn*t

as big as this, that we were watching.” (Spaur) The UFO, at this time, was to

the left of the moon. Venus was to the right,

15. Tne corroboration offered by other witnesses: "Anyway, this thing passes over

another police car. He watches it go by, he's spotted it now." Patrolman Wayne

Iluston, East Palestine police, saw the object come from the northwest, go overhead,

and toward the southeast. We described a dome-shaped top, and conical brilliant

bottoa (whether the bottom was substantial or not, he couldn't tell.)

Because of the following, I also asked Major Quintanilla -- at the May 10

interview, and in my May 17 letter -- about jet plane involvements Just after
two Salem, Ohio police officers, who had left the station to watch for the UFO's

arrival through Salem (there was a route # mixup in the radio traffic), reported

secing it being chased by three jets, the police radio picked up the following

transmission: “I'm going in for a closer look . . . I'm right above it... It*s

about 45 feet across, and it's trailing something . .. like a ball of fire.”

Tae officers who observed the jets were Ray Esterly and Lonny Johnson. Radio

listeners were Jack Cramer, radio operator, and Richard Whinnery, police lieutenant.

All signed statements. The Ur0 was above where Spaur and Neff were traveling

(as inferred from radio reports). It was flying level, and appeared to be about

five times the size of the jet immediately (about one mile) behind it. The other

jets were about 10 miles away, arcing in from another direction.

William B. teitzel

June 12, 1966



J.WILLIAM STANTON

lity District, Ono COMMITTEE ON
BANKING AND CURRENCY

1626 LonGWORTH BUILDING

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 waded aid ox

Pon 25830 Congress of the Guited States Or ramen Ooo
House of Representatives

Washington, B.C. 20515

June 16, 1966

Mr. William B. Weitzel, Chairman

Pittsburgh NICAP Subcommittee

57039 Woodmont Street

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15217

Dear Mr. Weitzel:

Thanks very much for your most recent letter

orf June 12.

After reading your previous correspondence, I

have taken the liberty of sending them to the Air

Force. This includes your letter and enclosures of

May 11 and May 17. I shall do the same with your

letter of June 12.

I wish to take this opportunity to express to

you my personal thanks for your efforts in regard

to the Portage County UFO sightings. You have truly

amazed me by the fairness and broadness of your own

personal investigation. I have been completely im-

pressed with your positive approach to the subject.

It is this type of constructive attitude that ac-

complishes things rather than simply taking a de-

structive position in regard to the Air Force. You

are certainly to be complimented.

Sincerely yours,

, MAE
William Stanton

WS:agt
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that When he first saw the

brightly lighted object he
thought it was a reflection

from the rising sun off an air-

plane. He came off the hill and

spotted the object again just

before the Ohio men arrived.
He called Rochester radio

base station to have the Greater

Pittsburgh Airport contacted,

and the four men watched for
about 20 minutes as the object

rose “straight up'’ until it was
arely visible.
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Spaur and Neff, on instruc. was cunning low oa gas. He

ings, pursued the brightly light

id object alone down Ohio Route

4, They were joined at East

Yalestine by Patrolinan Wayne

luston of that city in another

lolice eruiser,

The two cars sped on into

Yennsylyania, down Route 5)

» Rochester and then on Roille

5 to Conway, At Conway they

potted Panzanella in his parked

ruiser at a service station.

‘hey stopped there since Spaur
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also had burned a new set of

lires bald from the high ,spoed

chase.

The three Ohio mea asked

Panzanella if he had seen the

object and he pointed it out

to them. He had seen it a few

minutes earlier from the top

of ilth Street hill but hadi't

thougrt Much about it at that

time,

Panzanella told the TIMES

(Please Turn to Page 4, Col. 3)
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Spaur and Paazanella both

said they had heard that the

Air Foree had sent jets up after

the object, There were reparts

that jet trainers from Youngs-

town went up but the object,

traveling about 100 miles per

hour, was moving too slowly for

them to stay with it.

A Federal Aviation Agency

official at Greater Pittsburgh

Airport said the object wasn’t

spotted on radar nor were

there any planes in the -area

where the object was sighted

at that time. :

The four men viewing

Conway said a plane that ap-

parently took off from the air-

port passed right through tbe

area below the unidentified ob-

from

30 Pages ject they were watching.
Air Force personnel at the air

port would make no statement

about the sighting other than to

say that officials at Wright Pat-

terson Air Force Base, Dayton,

Ohio, had been notified. Oiticial

Air Force investigations of

UFO’s are handled from Wright

Patterson,
* 2 *

SPAUR, 35,- a formér Air
Force gunner, told the TIMES

Sunday that he aud Neff were

checking. an abandoned car

when they spotted a strange
light through the trees. He said

the object came over the trees

along the highway and ¢i-

rectly over their patrol car,

about 150 feet above them.

He said the bottom of the eb-

ject was very brightly lighted

and the light from the bottom

gave the appearance of a coue

shape, It lighted up the area

around the car like daylight

and they could not look direct-

ly at the bright white light

when it ‘was shining on them,

he said,
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Spaur said the object had no

apparent effect on him and

Neff or on the car. It was about,

35 feet to 40 feet across and

about 18 to 24 feet high, he

said,

Spaur said he became fright-

ened and he and Neff ran for

the car. He reported the sight-
ing to police headquarters in Ra-

venna and was told to keep the

object under surveillance as

long as possible.
Thus the chase began,

MEANWHILE, Chief Buchert

in Mantua had monitored a

report to Portage County from

the Summit County Sheriff's Of

fice in Akron about a strange

light that had been spotted.

Buchert was on Main Street

in Mantua when he first spotted

the object. overhead. He said it

looked like two saucers with
their rims placed together and

the bottoms facing out,

He said it was very brilliant

and a brizht white or silver with

no coloringof any type. He re-

ported it to the Portage sher-

iff's office and said Spaur re

ported it shortly after that,

Buchert went home and awe2k

ened his wife to show her the

object. It had moved off to som:

distance and Buchert used a:

inexpensive camera from ths

police car to shoot three pic

tures of the object. He told th

TIMES that only one of th

three exposures turned out.

He planned not to release th

picture to anyone until after h)

conferred with government offi

cials,
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By CAROL CLAPP

Terming the Air Force's ex:

planation of a UFO seen here

April 17 “incorrect,” a NICAP

investigator who has been

checking out the sighting for

more than a week today attack-

ed what he terms insufficient

investigation of this and other

UFO sightings by Project Blue

Book, the Air Force agency

1 TO fA

Ate i} \}3
Hues Lb

which checks UFO reports.

Urging that such investiga-

tions be conducted by civilian

rather than military agencies,

he said it is ‘ridiculous’’ to pre-

sume that the significance of

such phenomena is only mili-

tary and not scientific. .

William Weitzel, NICAP in-

vestigator and chairman of that

organization’s sub-committee in

Pittsburgh, said his official

opinion of the Air Force finding

is that it is not correct.

NICAP, (National Investiga-

tions Committee on Aerial Phe-

nomena), is a non - military,

non-profit organization which in-

investigates UFO _ sightings

throughout the country and af-

ter analysis of all available evi-

‘Bluebook@

Won't Visit
yy

The County
WAR(C6 RoE.
Air Force “Project Blue-

book” investigators, who

check reports of Unidentified

Flying Objects throughout

the United States, will not be

coming to Portage County to

investigale the sightings by

three area_ police officers

early Sunday morning.

Major Ilector Quintanella,

head of “Project Bluebook”

at Wright - Patterson Air

Force Base in Dayton, said

this morning that “it would

be impossible to recreate the

scene."

The UFO was spotted and

chased by Deputies Dale

Spaur and Barney Neff for

an 86-mile stretch into Penn-

syivania early Sunday morn-

ing.

Maj. Quintanella said Man-

tua Police Chief Gerald

Buchert, who photographed

the UFO from Mantua while

it was being chased in Ran-

dolph has sent the film to

“Project Bluebook" for study,
“We also have reports from

Chief Buchert and Deputy

Spaur," the major added. He

De puligs Sava
4/23 he

Venus.)JoetUF0,

Min Fore @ Says
Sheriff's deputies chased a

‘satellite’ for 86 miles .into

Pennsylvania Sunday morning,

“then, when it passed out of

view, focused their eyes on

Venus.”
This is what the Air Force

said in a statement Friday con-

cerning Sunday morning's sight-

ing of a UFO by Deputies Dale

Spaur and Barney Neff, | an

East Palestine partrolman and

a Conway, Pa. policeman.

The Air Force added that

two apparent images on film

taken by Mantua Police Chief
Gerald Buchert were ‘“process-

ing defects due to old, foggy

film, and poor handling.”’ One

image on the film was Venus,

the Air Force said.

The Air Force sent no in-

vestigators to Poriage County

to check on the oi.cer’s re-

ports so far as anyone knows,

Major Hector Quintanalla. head

of “Project Blue Book,"’ took

a brief report by telephone ear-

Wf2Sft6 R-C.

Deputy Scotts
"At AFei

“In my own mind I'm abso

lutely sure it wasn't a satellite

and it wasn't a star."

Deputy Dale Spaur, disturbed

by the Air Force's statement

that he probably chased a satel-

lite Sunday morning, April 17,

and then when it disappeared,

focused his eyes on Venus,

finds it impossible to believe

this explanation and considers it

an ‘insult to the intelligence of

the American people."

“T didn't know we made satel-

lites that large or that low to

the ground, or that they could

be maneuvered,” Spaur s a i d,

recalling his chase of a bril-

liant object which hovered,

rose and descended and slipped

back and forth across the high-

way in front of his car during

the 66 - mile chase from south-

ern Porlaye County into Penn-

sylvania,

“T didn’t Know satellites trav-

¢led over Portage County at

cnools ac claw at times as 450

gs

nO
ia sy re

j

YL Teed

dence, issues a statement con-
cerning their possible validity.

“Many times press releases

from the Air Force concerning

UFO sightings indicate that nei-

ther their investigators nor

Project Blue Book take full

account of available inforima-

tion, ,

“This inadequacy, which we

have documented in our publi-

cation, ‘The UFO Evidence,’ is

harmful for several reasons, a
Weitzel said.

“First, it is highly unscientif-
ic and fails to contribute to a

thorouech analysis of UFO phe-

nomena.

“Second, when the Air Force
publishes UFO _ information
which does not represent the to-

tal situation and _ particular
cases, the public is misled.

“Third, ridicule and harass-

ment of witnesses often re-

sults.”

it is unusual, Weitzel said,

for NICAP to issue an opinion
this soon after an investigation

unless there is overwhelming

evidence.

“We (NICAP) believe the con-

clusion is inaccurate because

Deputies Dale Spaur and Barn-
ey Neff chased the object, keep-

ing it in sight; East Palestine

Ptl. Wayne Houston saw it fly-

ing overhead and saw the Por-

tage County cruiser chasing it,

and joined in; and a Conway,

Pa. policeman, Frank Panzanel-

la, then saw the object.

“The four police officers than

watched the object together for

some 20 minutes.

“We believe Project Blue

Book (the Air Force's investiga:

tive unit on UFO sightings) did

not take into account the cor-

roboration from Houston and

Panzanella, nor the grea\
Veem tb ef tee thet Cmcricee ond
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By CAROL CLAPP

Pre‘esting the Air Force's

“ridiculous conclusion and its

lack of investi cation in the April

17 UFO siziting in Portage

County, Common Pleas Court
Judge Robert E. Cook has writ-

ten to Cong. William Stanton

urging him to insist on a full

Air Force investigation and re-

evaluation of the findings
Judge Cook, who served two

terms as lith District Congress-

man himself before he was ap-

pointed judge, says he can now

better understand why citizens

“wr'‘e their congressman” when

‘Ko have a aitieal
And Judge Cook has a con

plaint.

“I am writing to complain

about the attitude and actions of

representatives of the United

States Air Force at Wright-Pat-

terson Field in reference to re

ports of UFO. sightings in Por-

tage County,” Cook says in his

letter to Stanton.

He reiterates the events of

April 17, when De peates Dale

Spaur and BarneyNeff chased

the object from southern Por-

tace County 86 miles into Penn

squesis 1 Nii
— GerierRecoilpolice officers, and photo-

graphs were taken by Mantua

Police Chief Gerald Buchert of

an object he saw.

“Tt is my understanding .that

units of the United States Air

Force at Wright-Patterson Field

are charged by the United

States Air Force with the re-

sponsibility to investigate re-

ports of Unidentified Flying Ob-

jects in this area.

“It is my further understand-

ing that their investigation of

these sightings has mercly con-

sisted of telephone conversations

sylvania and werenes by two

-_Statanton Joinsin Push Vor ¢ ©

eking ‘Saucer’ CheckersChe
Eleventh District See

man William Stanton said to-

day he is encouraging House

Minority Leader Gerald Ford

and Ohio 14th District Congress-

man William Ayres in their re-

quest for an investigation of

Project Blue Book.

Project Blue Book is the Air

Force's investigative unit on
Unidentified Flying Objects.

= Cece nee

Stanton said in Washington

this morning that he plans to

forward a lengthy report from

William Weitzel, National TInves-

tigations Committee on Aerial

Phenomenon (NICAP) investi-

gator, to the Air Force Com-

mand in Washington. The re-
port deals with a more than

week - long investigation by

NICAP of the UFO sighting

which began in Portage Coun-

ty and continued into Pennsyl-
vania April 17.

The report is a “factual as-

similation of materials receiv-

ed from the witnesses to the
sighting,” Stanton said. He add-
ed that “the report is objec-

tive.”

Bz o/b b

“Personally, I have never

heard of NICAP before in my

life, but this does not mean

that they are not a creditable

organization.

“T have no reason to doubt
their integrity," he added.

Neither, Stanton said, does he

have any reason to doubt the

integrity of the sheriff's depu-

ties involved or the Mantua Po-

lice chief when they said they

saw something.

The Air Force released state-

ments Friday that said deputies

probably followed a_ satellite

and then later focused their

eyes on Venus,

Weitzel said detailed reports
are routinely sent by NICAP to

congressmen representing t he

district in which a UFO is sight-
ed.

with several of the eye wit-
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the photographs taken by Chief

Buchert.

“Their conclusion that the ob-

ject sighted was the planet Ven-

us is so ridiculous that the Unit-

ed States Air Force has suffer-

,ed a great loss of prestige in

this community,” Judge Cook

charges in his le*ter.

(Judge Cook admits he feels

strongly on this point — he

served in the Air Force as war-

rant officer, juninr grade, from

1942 to 1946. In fact, he enlisted

in the Air Force at Wright-Pat-

terson Field.)
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“However, whet bothers me
most, a5 a private citizen and

former U_ S. Congressman, is
that representatives of the

United States Air Force, charg-
ed with the responsibility of in-

vestiga‘ing UFO reports, have

never personally come to this

county to interview the three

eye witnesses to this happening.

“Wright - Patterson is not far

way and I am sure there are

personnel available to conduct

a thorough investigation.

“I personally know the three

officers invelved. They are men
of integrity andI feel it is
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nesses and an examination of

the photographs taken by Chief

Buchert.

“Their conclusion that the ob-

ject sighted was the planet Ven-

us is so ridiculous that the Unit-

ed States Air Force has suffer-

ed a great loss of prestige in
this community,” Judge Cook

charges in his le“‘er,

(Judge Cook admits he feels

strongly on this point — he

served in the Air Force as war-

rant officer, junivr grade, from

1942 to 1946. In fact, he enlisted

in the Air Force at Wright-Pat-

: terson Field.)
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“However, what bothers me

most, as a private citizen and

former U. S. Congressman, is

that representatives of the

United States Air Force, charg-

ed with the responsibility of in-

vestigating UFO reports, have

never personally come to this

county to interview the three

eye witnesses to this happening.

“Wright - Patterson is not far

way and I am sure there are

personnel available to conduct

a thorough investigation.

“I personally know the three

officers involved. They are men

of integrity andTI feel it is
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grossly unfair to them for the

Air Force to reach any conclu-

sion in this metter until it has

conducted a real and complete

investigation.

“As the congressman from

this District, I sincerely urge

you to insist that the Air Force

immediately send investigators

to Portage County to make such

an on-the-spot investigation and

re-evaluate its findings after

such a visit.”

Judge Cook, wlio has not felt

compell<d to write his congress-

man” since ceasing to be one

(Continued on Page 6)
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himself, tells Stanton in the let-
ter “When I recently served in
Washington as the Congressm2!

from the 11th District, I was of-

ten amazed e* the number and

variety of letters I would re

ceive from certain of my con-

stituents complaining about the

action or inaction of various fed-

eral officials or emiployes.

“However, as a result of re-

cent events here in Portage

County, I believe I now better

urderstand why ciGvens write

their congressman when upset

with certain federal personnel.”
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Admitting it made an “error”

in not investigating

17 UFO sighting in Portage

County, the Air Force blamed

a lack of manpower in Project

Blue Book and promised it will

the April

send investigators here, prob-

ably next week.

This is what Cong. William

Stanton learned Thursday when

he went to the Pentagon and

conferred with Lt. Col. John

Spaulding, director of the com-

munity relations division of the

Air Force.

Stanton said Spaulding ‘‘ex-

pressed deep regret that the

Air Force did not do more at

the time,"’ and admitted it was

~

ie
~ -

/C\
\

an error.

The congressman added that

Spaulding said the primary rea-

son that the UFO sighting here

was not investigated by the Air

Force at the time was a lack

of manpower in Project Blue

Book, the Air Force's investiga-

tive unit on Unidentified Flying

Objects. Project Blue Book is

headquartered at Wright-Patter-

son Field in Dayton.

“I was amazed to find they

only have four men assigned to

Project Blue Book,” Stanton

said.

“By their (the Air Force's)

own admission, a total of 886

UFO sightings were reported

to them in 1965. Of these, they

Wiss fr

US tO

Ken,
ae Cri ebite "cycles

-rooe

ighting
felt they eventually have iden-

tified all but 16. Since 1947,

there have been more than 10,-

000 reported sightings,” Stanton

said,

Stanton said Lt. Col. Spauld-

ing will contact Wright - Pat-

terson Project Blue Book offi-

cials as soon as possible and

that investigators will be sent to

Portage County, probably next

weck.

The congressman Thursday

demanded action by the Air

Force in the UFO incident here

after receiving a letter from

Probate Court Judge Robert E,

Cook urging an immediate in-

vestigation by the Air Force.

aie yerrce,nike ss — ONE = Coal ie gee ~~ T/ifoe
Blue Book Investigaior Doesn’t Change His Mind

By CAROL CLAPP

It’s still

Venus. ...

The head of Project Blue

Book stuck by the Air Force's

original conclusion in regard to

the April a UFO sighting — in
a Lime Am ante

a Sateliite and

Tl nt nee DY mn crn bane

Palestine policeman and a

Conway, Pa. patrolman, could

have seen,

Acknowledging that had it

been a satellite the officers

started chasing, it would only

have been- visible about 10

minutes, the major said that
after that narind af tima thaw

of UFO awareness’’ among the

American people, which, — he

said, is greater than that on the

Viet Nam war.

He also said “I never doudt

an observer's word” and ex-

plained that his job is collect

data on UFO sightings and at-
friant ta avniain tham

ir Force



17 UFO sighting in Portage

County, the Air Force blamed

a lack of manpower in Project

Blue Book and promised it will

send investigators here, prob-

ably next week.

This is what Cong. William

Stanton learned Thursday when

he went to the Pentagon and

conferred with Lt. Col. John

Spaulding, director of the com-

munity relations division of the

Air Force.

Stanton said Spaulding “‘ex-

pressed deep regret that the

Air Force did not do more at

the time,"’ and admitted it was

i ait

~
<
f
E
=

“
~
~

By CAROL CLAPP

It’s still a_ satellite and

Venus. ...

The head of Project Blue

Book stuck by the Air Force's

original conclusion in regard to

the April 17 UFO sighting — in

Portage County after talking

with three sheriff's deputies

for nearly two hours Tuesday,

But although Major Hector

Quintanilla may be thoroughly

convinced Deputies Dale Spaur
and Wilbur Neff chased a

satellite and then Venus for

mcre than an hour and a half

early that Sunday morning, he

failed to convince the officers

themselves, Sheriff Ross Dust-

man or a NICAP investigator

who sat in on the interviews.

“It's too bad when these

‘things’ are running around

through our skies and the Air

Force doesn't know what they

are,"’ Sheriff Dustman said.

“IT know I wasn't chasing a

satellite. . . .I don't think some-

one can follow something like a

satellite or Venus for that long

and that far,"’ Deputy Spaur

said, adamantly refusing to ac-

cept Quintanilla’s conclusion.

Neither did Deputy Neff nor

radio operator Robert Wilson

agree with the major's con-

clusion.

Maj. Quintanilla, who came

here to conduct a thorough, on-

the-spot investigation aller a

demand for such action was

made by Congressman William

Stanton, announced immediately

alter the interview that there

was no evidence present Tues-
day which would change the

original Air Force conclusion.

He said there are some 30

satellites in orbit and that he

had narrowed the field down to

ubceul five, any one of which the

deputies, along wilh an East

}wW>RaePillolee [Beirne = Crcevein. ~~ Tft/b
Blue Book Invesiigaior Doesnt Change Hiis Mind

Spaulding said the primary rea-
son that the UFO sighting here

was not investigated by the Air

Force at the time was a lack

of manpower in Project Blue

Book, the Air Force's investiga-
tive unit on Unidentified Flying

Objects. Project Blue Book is

headquartered at Wright-Patter-

son Field in Dayton.

“I was amazed to find they

only have four men assigned to

Project Bive Book,"’ Stanton

said.
“By their (the Air Force's)

own admission, a total of 886

UFO sightings were reported

to them in 1965, Of these, they

f -

Palestine policeman and a

Conway, Pa patrolman, could

have seen.

Acknowledging that had it

been a satellite the officers

started chasing, it would only

have been- visible about 10

minutes, the major said that

after that period of time they

probably “chased Venus.”

The interview began shortly

after 2:30 p.m. At the request

of Deputy Spaur, a tape record-

ing was made of the entire in-

terview. Spaur also requested

thal Sheriff Dustman and

NICAP Investigators William

Weitzel and David Webb sit in

on the interview.

The NICAP investigators were

asked to leave during the lat-

ter half of the interview, how-

ever,

Also on hand for a portion of

the interview were Record-

Courier and Beaver County, Pa.

reporters.

Maj. Quintanilla asked Spaur

and Neff to fill out eight - page

sighting reports, then questioned

them about what they saw.

Quintanilla commented — that

Sunday he was _ surprised to

learn there is a ‘96 percentage

(Continued on Page 3)

there have been more than 10,-

000 reported sightings,” Stanton

said.

Stanton said Lt. Col. Spauld-

ing will contact Wright - Pat-

terson Project Blue Book offi-

cials as soon as possible and

that investigators will be sent to

Portage County, probably next

week

The congressman Thursday

demanded action by the Air

Force in the UFO incident here

after receiving a letter from

Probate Court Judge Robert E.

Cook urging an immediate in-

vestigation by the Air Force.

of UFO awareness” among the

American people, which, he

said, is greater than that on the

Viet Nam war.

He also said “I never douot

an observer's word” and ex-

plained that his job is collect

data on UFO sightings and at-

tempt to explain them.

Those involved in the sight-

inc, as well as Dustman and

Wilson, refuse to accept the

“satellite - Venus’? explanation.

After talking with officers in

Revenna, Quitanilla checked

with Mantua Police Chief Gerald

Buchert who photographed an

object to the southwest in the
direction in which the object

wat. being pursued by Spaur

ard Neff.

Ruchert refused today to com-

ment on his talk with the ma-

jor.

Quintanilla had said earlier

that there was “nothing on the

film'’ Buchert took.

The major also said he had

checked balloon activity in the

area the morning of April 17

and ‘‘there was none,” and that

reports that fighters were

scrambled in the Pittsburgh

area and had the object in

sight were unfounded.

I Force
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Charging that the head of that the apparent changes — in
Project Blue Book refused to

consider certain facts of the

April 17 UFO sighting told to

him Tuesday by two of the dep-

ulics involved, a NICAP investi-

gator contends Major Hector

Quintanilla’s “implicit attitude

is obviously that, despite an y

facts, UFO's cannot be uncon-

ventional,”

William Weitzel of Pittsburgh,

a special investigator for the

National Investigations Commit-

tee on Aerial Phenomena

(NICAP), along with another

NICAP investigator, David

Webb of Alliance, sat in on part

of the Major's interview with

the deputies at the request of

Deputy Dale Spaur. The t wo

NICAP investigators were ask-

ed to leave during the verbal

half of the interview, however.

“The major’s stated attitude,”

Weitzel said, ‘was that since

the only conventional item that

matched the sighting at all was

the satellite - Venus statement,

this must be the explanation.”

“Three weeks ago, Maj. Quin-

tanilla refused to send anyone

here because, he said, ‘it would
be difficult to recreate the

scene,’ ”

(After demands for such an

investigation were made by

Cong. William Stanton, the Air

Force admilted it had made a

mistake in not investigating the

sighting thoroughly and on-the-

spot immediately after it hap-

pened).

“It is incredible to me that

anyone familiar with the details

of the sighting could believe

Major Quintanilla’s explana-

tion,” Weitzel said.

“I can only speculate about

why he seems to.

“He eilher rejected or ignored

portions of the testimony which

make a Satellite - Venus ex-

planation ridiculous.

/

“Hic reasoning seemed to be

P Prober Raos Air Fo
location, motion and brightness
of the object during the chase
were due to atmospheric ir-
regularities and eyeball move-
ments is inconsistent with the
testimony,

“He ignored the tremendous
size, brightness and_ illumina-
tion of ground objects. For ex-
ample, the deputies saw the ob-
ject filling up one-sixth of
their windshield view area.

~
—
_
 
=

e
o

 
R
T

 
e
e
n

—

|

|
he

— -— — *

MAJOR Heetor Quintanilla,

seated left, looks over reporis

filled out by Deputies D a] e
Spaur and Wilbur Neff during
an interview here Tuesday

ol ed
“He left the impression that

he had come prepared, not to
evaluate testimony but to con-
vince those present of his for-
mer conclusion,” Weitzel

charged.

The NICAP investigator com-
pares Maj. Quintanilla’s inyesti-
gation in Portage County with
the CBS Special, “UFO's:
Friend, Foe or Fantasy,’ which
appeared Tuesday night on tele-
Vision.

concerning the April 17 UFO

sighting. Seated next to Maj,
Quintanilla is Deputy Robert

Wilson, radio operator the

“Despite Walter Cronkite's
summary, encouraging us to ex-

amine facts and not depend on
generalities and assumptions,
the program examined almost
no facts supporting UFO reality
and concentrated on generalities
and presumptions, many of
which Were stretched and un-
founded,"" Weitzel contends.
“There is, indeed, a multitude

of facts implying an unconven-
tional explanation for many
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morning of the sighting and

chase, Standing are Sheriff

Ross Dustman, left, Deputies

Spaur and Neff.
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By CAROL CLAPP

All UFO sightings for the
past 19 years — including the

April 17 one in Portage County
— are explainabie as ‘‘misinter-

pretations of known natural or

conventional objects.”’
This is what the Department

of the Air Force has told 11th
District Cong. William Stanton
in response to his interest in the
UFO sighting here and the
subsequent Air Force investiga-
tion,

“As a result of 19 years of

investigation, the Air Force has
concluded that UFO's exist
only as a misinterpretation of
known natural or conventional
objects," Col. Billie W. Powell
of the Congressional Inquiry Di-

Air Force Tells

Cong. Stanton
Ta 7= - ¥ AAS ues

mamas le

wa.

QT 2 Gai ly red ssrbdanevsstsacasremeivoncss erty rt 7

>—UFO phenomena pose no threat
cto ‘the security of the United

states and that the present Air

Force program dealing with
UFO sightings has been wel)

organized.

“Recommendations by the

board are currently Uinuer study

and are expected to wad to

even stronger emphasis on the

scientifie aspect ot inves \igating

the sightings that warrant ex-

tensive analysis,"’ Powell said.

. The Air Force also forward-

ed to Cong. Stanton a copy of

jts. conclusion on the sighting

April 17. which led Deputies

Dale Spaur and Wilbur Neff on
an 86-mile chase from Portage

County into Pennsylvania, They

were joined on the way by [ast

Palestine Ptl. Wayne Houston,

who also reported secing the ob-

ject and joining in the chase.

~ Pti. Frank Panzaneila of Con-

way, Pa., also reported watch-

‘ing the object from a service -

~
.

station where the Portage Coun-

ty ‘cruiser and the East Pales-

* tine patrolman stopped when the

Portage deputies ran short of

fuel. The four policemen then

reported watching the object to-

gether until it finally disappear-

ed

MOS [Navn LL
Air Fo

TUT Phet

Tells
vision, Office of Legislative Lia-

ison. Department of the Air

Force, said.

“It has been proved almost

conclusively that reported aerial

phenomena have been objects

either created and sent aloft by

man, generaled by atmospheric

conditions. or caused by celestial

bodies or the residue of meteor-
ic activity.”

The letter was sent to Cong.

Stanton because of his “person-

al expression of interest in be-
half of the Honorable Robert E.

Cook, Judge of the Court of

Common Pleas, Portage Coun-

ty, and Mr. William Weitzel,

Special investigator for the

National Investigations Commit-
tee on Aerial Phenomena, re-

Teter
pram Op @,

- Mantua Police Chief Gerald

Buchert, meanwhile, had at-

templed to photograph the ob-

ject he saw to the southeast,

toward Atwater.

The Air Force release makes

no mention of the other three
officers, only Deputy Spaur.

_ “Police Chief Gerald Buchert

of Mantua, O., and Deputy Dale

Spuur of Ravenna, O., reported

to the Air Force that they had

chserved an unidentified flying

ovject al approkiumately 5 a.m.

on April v7

“Chief Bucwert tons w picture

of the objeds iy sved. He

submitted tie ceive of the

poolograph to tie ...% orce for

analysis, Photoanesysis of the

negative indicates iat the ob-

ject which he tried to photo-

raph does not appear as an

image.

* “The two images which ap-

pear on the negative are prob-

ably the result of processing de-

fects due to old fogged film and

poor handiing.

’ “Sheriff (sic, Spaur_ report-

ed- that he cuasea the object

for some distam.e. Since there

were no aircraft or balloons in

thé area, and since no uniden-

tified objecis were tracked on

radiar, the most probable cause

of the sighting was the passage

of’a satellite over northeastern

Ohio and the planet Venus.

“As the satellile approached

the southeast portion of — the

Sky, it disappeared, and Sher-

iff (sic) Spaur focused his eyes

on the planet Venus. Venus was

rising in the southeast and was

at’ a magnitude of -3.9, which

would be brighter than any star

in‘the sky.”
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anton
garding the recent report of an

unidentified flying object — in

your district.”

Col. Powell indicates in the

letter, however, that in spite of

its conclusions that all UFO

Sightings are ‘‘misinterpreta-

tions’’ by the observers, it is

sull interested in the UFO situa-

tion.
aerTy

To evaluate this subject as

thoroughly as possible, the

capabilities of the Air Force

Scientific Advisory Board have

recently been focused upon

UFO's,” Col. Powell writes.

“This board has just com-

pleted a detailed review of this

subject and concluded that the

(Continued on Page 10)

(During an Air Ferce inter-

view in Portage County, h o w-
ever, Deputy Spaur described

the object he ahd Depuly Nefl

observed as being ‘as big as a

house"' and hovering — several

hundred feet above the cruiser

on. Rt. 224, shortly after it

arose from over tree tops).

The two officers also said the

object they “chased” stopped,

appeared to wait for them on

two occasions, rose, descended,

and maneuvered beautifuily"’).

Judge Cook urged Cong.

Stanton to call for a more

thorough investigation of the

UFO sighting here after the Air

Force announced its conclusion

shorlly after the sighting April

VE

Cook later said he found it

aifficult to accept the conclu-

sion reiterated by Maj. Hector

Quintanilla of Project Blue

Book afler he _ interviewed

deputies here at the urging of

Congressman Stanton, and

urged the Air Force to “tell the

American people the truth

about UFO's."

Weitzel, special investigator

for. NICAP, sent Cong. Stanton

a complete report on his inves-

tigation of the sighting.



_

Cong. William Stanton of the

llth District is writing to See-

retary of Defense Robert Mc-

Namara urging that “serious

consideration” be given to the

Air Force Scientific Advisory

Board's recommendations to ex-

pand UFO investigative efforts,

The congressman said this will

be his primary effort in urging

thorough investigation of — re-

ports of unidentified flying ob-

jects, such as the Portage Coun-

ty sighting April 17,

“IT hope that what happened

in Ravenna will show the need

for expansion of Project Blue

Boc,,"’ Stanton said today, “If

we can accomplish this, I

think that we will have done a

great service to the country.”

The special report of the Air

Force Scientific Advisory board

Ad Hoc Committee to review

Project Blue Book recommencs

the employment of scientilic

teams on a contractual basis to

promptly investigate and evalu-

ate certain sightings; to desig-

nate a skilled Air Force = in-

vestigalor at each Air Force

Systems Command base to work

with the team; and to select a

non-profit organization to co-

ordinate the work of these

teams.

“It ist he opinion of the com-

mittee that the present .Air

Force program dealing with

UFO sightings has been well

organized, although the = re-

sources assigned to it (only one

officer, a sergeant and a secre-

lary) have been quite limit-

ed,” the report of March,

1966 states.

“In 19 years and more than

10,000 sightings recorded and

classified, there appears to be

no verified and fully satisfac-

tory evidence of any case that

is clearly outside the frame-
work of presently known

science and technology.

“Nevertheless, there is al-

NIT Ta

ete

ways the Sain that analy-
sis of new sightings may pro-

vide some additions to scientific

knowledge of value to the Air

Force. Moreover, some of the

case records (into) which the

committee looked that were list-

ed as “identified” were sight-

ings where the evidence coilect-

ed was too meager or too indef-

inite to permit positive listing

in the identified category.

“Because of this the Commit-

tee recommends that the pres-

ent program be strengthened to

provide opportunity for scientif-
ic investigation of selected sight-

ings in more detail and depth

than has been possible to date.”

Tie commillee recommended
that:

—Contracis be negotiated

with a lew sclected universi-

ties to provide scientific teams

to investigate promptly and in

depth certain selected UFO

9/25
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sightings. The team should in-

clude a clinical psychologist and

a physical scientist.

—At each Air Force Systems

Command base a skilled Air
Force investigator should be

designated to work with the uni-

versity team for that area.

—One university or non-profit

organization should be selected

to coordinate the work of the

first two groups above, and to

maintain close communication

with Project Blue Book.

—About 100 sightings a year

should be subjected to close

study.

—Reports should be printed
in full and be available on re-

quest. Suitable abstracts or
condensed versions should be
made available.

.—Project Blue Book reports

should be widely distributed.
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Terms Conclusion

Of Portage Probe

By CAROL CLAPP

“Certainly the need for im-

proving Project Blue Book's in-

vestigative techniques of UFO

sightings has been made evi-

dent here in Portage County,”
Common Pleas Court Judge
Robert E. Cook said today, re-

iterating his belief that the Air
Force conclusion of the sight-

ing is ‘‘still ridiculous.”’
Cook said Cong. William

Stanton “is on the right track”
in writing to Secretary of De-

. frnse Robert McNamara urging

the adoption of the Air Force

Scientific Advisory Boards’ rec-

ommendations for expansion

and improvement of Project

Blue Book’s UFO investigative

procedures.

“The Air Force has done a

‘very poor job of investigating

this sighting,”’ Cook charged.

“This is still a ridiculous con-

clusion — Blue Book should be ©

modified to not go to this de-

gree in attempting to explain a

sighting,” Cook added.

“They shouldn't let their

imaginations run away with

them and feel a “‘duty’’ to come

up with some explanation. Ra-

ther than come up with an an-

swer just to have a perfect bat-

ting score, in cases such as the

one in Portage County (April

17) they should say there is no

known explanation for what the

observers saw.”

“The people would appreciate

it if the Air Force would just be

honest,’’ Cook believes. He cites

the fact that after he stated
publicly several weeks ago that

the Air Force should tell the

people the truth when they don’t

really know what it was an ob-
server saw, numerous persons

told him they agreed completely.

“Be honest about it — the

, object back

As ‘Ridiculous’
people want the truth," urges

the Air Frrce.

Cook believes that Blue Book

investigative techniques should
be improved for each and every .

claimed sighting.

“Explain those which can be

explained. But if there are

those which can’t be explained
—such as the one in Portage

County — say so,” Cook urges.

“Investigate promptly; check

out the information; use every

known scientific technique to
screen the evidence," Cook
recommends.

‘If the Air Force still comes

up against a blank wall, it
should then say that after check-
ing all the evidence it cannot
determine what it was the ob- -

server saw. 
:

It is less embarrassing, he,

pointed out, than to first an-,

nounce a conclusion and then

retract it, saying the sighting

does fall in the “unidentified”
category, Cook said, referring

to the Exeter, N. H. sightings.

“The Air Force should not be

caught in the embarrassing po-

sition of having to back down,”
Cook said, adding that in the

Portage County incident, ‘‘peo-

ple are reading between the
lines.”’

Cook said that while aircraft,

weather balloons and natural
phenomena no doubt account

for many of the sightings, those

such as Portage County’s can-,

not be termed “‘satellite-Venus”
simply because it was not an

aircraft, not a weather balloon
and not tracked on radar.

“Of course we couldn't ‘re-

create the scene’ and bring the
for an investiga-

tion,” Cook said, referring to

Blue Book's original statement
as to why it would not send ‘in-

vestigators here. i
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By CAROL CLAPP

(First of a Series)

Relegated to what one might

be tempted to call a “cubby-
hole” in the Foreign Technology
Division building at Wright-

Patterson Air Force base in
Dayton are a major, a lieuten-

ant, a sergeant, a secretary and

10,200 files of reported “UFO"

sightings.

This is Project Blue Book.

And this is the staff which
handles one of the nation's most
ublicized and puzzling “‘prob-

lems’’ —* flying saucers.

. Project Blue Book is the Air

Force’s UFO investigative unit
which, for the past 19 years,
has attempted to identify what-
ever it is all those people have

been seeing in the sky.
People, of course, have report-

ed “seeing something" up there
they couldn't identify for much

longer than that. . . .
Major Hector Quintanilla,

head of Project Blue Book,

points out that the first “UFO
report’ was undoubtedly that

filed by Ezekiel in 593 B.C.,
when he reported with some

awe a ‘“‘wheel in the middle of

a wheel" in the air.

aren at ete ata eet eter et ete etetete eile eee ese tee ele ete eres ate eaten g ety
aa areata ete ete note ete ee ate eta ee ate a arate tan ate te tata ta taha tate e tetera tatat aha!

(This UFO report, of course,

the Air Force has not attempted

to identify).

Neither has it had a chance to

investigate sightings such as

those reported in the Norfolk,

Va. area Aug. 6, 1860, when two

objects, one red and one green,

flew together overhead with an

undulating motion; or that one

July 3, 1884 in the Norwood,

N. Y. area, when a Saturn-

shaped UFO (a globe with a

central ring) flew slowly over-

head; or those in 1896 and 1897

from all across the United

States when a mysterious cigar-

“ue

rt tattle alate t eaten arate ee ee ee ee Beareata eM ete

ee
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From Sign to Grudge to Blue Book
shaped “‘airship’’ was reported

flying against the wind.

But the Air Force can be

forgiven for not investigating

these sightings — after all, there

were no propelled aircraft at

that time, so of course there

was no Air Force, and con-

sequently, no Project Blue Book

to identify the objects.

This is no longer a problem.

On Jan, 22, 1948, Project Sign,

the forerunner of Project, Blue

Book, was created. Through

Project Sign (which later be-,

(Continued on Page 21)

came Project Grudge and final-
ly, Project Blue Book) the Air
Force has managed to get its
teeth into the sticky problem
and explain away reported
Sightings with the statement

that:

“UFO's exist only as_ mis-
interpretations of conventional
objects or natural phenomena."

Of cource, 646 out of 10,197

sightings are officially termed
as “‘unidentified’’ and haven't

been explained (and to hundreds
of obsrrvers who were later told

by the Air Force they saw
“swamp gas,’ ‘“‘satellites,”’

“Venus,” etc., there are a lot

more ‘“‘unexplained."')

In the Air Force statistics,

however, there is another and

much larger category termed

“insufficient data.’ This group

of sightings remains, for practi-

cal purposes, not identified be-

cause in the Air Force's opin-

ion there was not sufficient in-

formation provided by the ob-

Server as to exactly what he

saw, where, when, why or how

he saw it.

Last year (1965) the Air

Force invesligated 886 sight-

ings. Sixteen remain ‘‘unidenti-

Each air base commander is

charged with appointing a “UFO

investigator."’ Major Quiatanilla

said such investigators should

have “at least an academic

background in the physical sci-
ences," but admitted that

“sometimes we can't get such

qualifications."

Reporis from these investiga-

tors are sent: into Project Blue

Book headquarters, a small,
windowless office in the Foreign

Technology Division building at

Wright-Patterson.

Visiting Project Blue Book is

impressive. Arrangements have

to be made through the Penta-

gon and then Major Quintanilla.

Checking into the reception cen-

ter at the air base's main gate,

I filled oul a personal pass and

a Car pass, signing a statement

that T had no radioactive ma-

terials with me and that I would

consent fo being searched and

having my car searched if re-

quested. (I wasn't)

The major was called to con-

firm the appointment, the time

noted on the pass, and I was

given directions to the building.
Arriving there, | showed the
pass, the time was again noted

and the major notified. He led

During the interview Major

Quintanilla explained that sight- *

ings are filed only by month,

day and year, There is no cross- |

indexing of files to group, for

comparison, such things as the

locations of the various sight-

ings, descriptions of the UFO's,

behavior of the objects, qualifi-

cations of the observers, or any

auxiliary phenomena such —as

radioactivity or electromagnetic

effects.

(Conclusions are apparently

noted at least in statistical form,

however, because they are

compiled for Project Blue Book

reports),

Files date back to June 24,

1947, when a sighting by

Kenneth Arnold, a private pilot

flying near Mt. Ranier, Wash.

was reported to the press,

hearalding the first major wave

of UFO sightings in the United

States.

It was his description of the

nine flat, shiny objects which

fluttered and skipped among the

mountains as flying ‘“‘like a

saucer skipped across the wa-

ter’ which resulted in the coin-

ing of the phrase, ‘flying

saucers,’' by newsmen.

A wash af enann than 1fff (Fly.
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Stumps Blue Book
By CAROL CLAPP

(Second in a Series)

“UFO's are not experimental
aircraft of the United States.”

“Neither are they experimen-

tal aircraft of any other na-

tion,”’

With these two positive state-

ments, Maj. Hector Quintanilla,

during an interview at Project

Blue Book headquarters in Day-

ton, shattered two of the most

popular theories concerning the

origins of “flying saucers.”

Then could they be extra-ter-

restrial?

“T have never denied the

possibility of life in outer space.

There could be intelligent life

out there why not?" the

major said. But he doesn't be-

lieve that is the answer to the

UFO problem. He doesn't be-

lieve that such life, if it exists,

has visited our planet yet.

“I believe in UFO's — but

mot in flying saucers,” he said,
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smiling,

Yet he is admittedly troubled
by a reported landing of a cigar-

shaped object in Socorro, N. M.

on April 24, 1964. The policeman

who spotted the object on the

desert floor saw two men_ in

white coveralls standing near it.

Major Quintanilla admits he

spent months “trying to put a

handle on that one’ but came
up against a blank wall each

time, It remains officially un-

solved — and “unidentified.”

Why is he so sure UFO's seen

all over the United States are

not ‘our’ experimental devices

or aircraft?

“You don’t test experimental

or secret aircraft over populated

areas — that’s why most of the

testing is done over the (desert

areas) of the southwest. If you

want to test something secretly,

you do it during the times most
people are in bed asleep."
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Then how about the possibil-
ity the UFO's could be from

some other nation?
Radar and other air defense

devices would pick them up im-
mediately, he says.

What about radar - jamming

equipment or aircraft with ‘‘ra-

dar invisibility?" The major

said there are a number _ of
devices for spotting objects in
the air, and if one should fail
others would be certain to detect

them.

Why is he so sure the UFO's
are not spaceships?Because, he

said, not only would they have

to enter the atmosphere and

therefore would be detected by
our air protection devices, the

distance from other parts of the

solar system would make travel
to the earth unlikely if/not im-

possible.

Project Blue Book spends

more time investigating alleged

landings than any other type: of

UFO sighting. “There you can
take measurements, instrumen-

tations, soil tests," Major Quin-

tanilla explained.

“Alleged landings also give us

the most headaches — most turn

out to be hoaxes.”

I
n

c
a
t
e
-

f
h
e

g
s
.

ep
or
te
d 
r
e
m
a
i
n
e
d
 
un

-

si
gh

ti
n

en
ou

gh
, 

as
 
th

e 
qu

al
-

th
e 

o
b
s
e
r
v
e
r
 

d
e
-

1 
di

d 
th

e 
pe

rc
en

ta
ge

o
b
s
e
r
v
e
r
”

13
 
pe

r 
ce

nt
 

of

in
, 

ju
st
 

16
 
pe

r 
ce

nt
‘t

in
gs
 

re
ma

ir
ie

d 
un

-

yf a
i
n
e
d
”

fu
l

In
 t

he
 “
po

or
 o
bs

er
ve

r
P
S

—

Yet one of those which has
not “turned out to be a hoax’

bothers the major. . . .Socorro.
On April 24, 1964, a New

Mexico policeman, _ Lonnie
Zamora, heard what he thought
was an explosion as he chased a

speeding car south of Socorro.
Fearing it might have been a
dynamite shack blowing up, he
abandoned the chase and went
to investigate,

Spotting an object some 150
yards away, he at first throught

it was a car upturned onto its
radiator and thought there had
been an accident, But then he
realized that what he saw was
smooth, metallic and ~ oval-
shaped, with stilt - like support-
ing rods,

As he drove toward it, he saw
two small figures, later deter-

mined to be about 4% feet tall,
dressed in ‘white coveralls" and
standing beside the object.

Zamora said both had their
backs to him, but one turned
around and looked right at him.

The patrolman drove to within
100 feet of the craft, got out
and continued on foot.

When he was within about 50
feet of the craft (moments be-
fore he had heard what sound-
ed like a door slamming and the
figures were no longer in sight)
the UFO began to roar and
flames and smoke shot out from

the underside. They frightened
officer fled to his car.

Then the roaring suddenly

stopped, and Zamora looked up
to see it take off. Later he

said, “It was so quiet you
could hear a pin drop.”

Major Quintanilla, looking con-

cerned and puzzled, told me

“This sighting was

thoroughly investigated by Dr.
J. Allen Hynek (chief civilian
consultant to Blue Book and

prominent astronomer); T-Sgt.

David Moody (formerly on the

Blue Book staff); and I.

“Tam convinced that Zamora
experienced an event and it

scared the dickens out of him.
I think he experienced some-
thing, and it was real," the ma-
jor said thoughtfully.

He added that he personally

spent several months trying to



ords, I asked, when

nventional’’ objects

causes of UFO sightings, UFO’s

must be natural phenomena?

, weather balloons, “Yes,” the major replied.

pte., along with What about Portage County's

> been ruled out as UFO on April 17? Can a satel-
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ECTOR Quintanilla,

te Air Force’s Proj-
iook, is pictured with

ae objects that have ©

come from UFOs.

Most of them, the major points
out, are rocks, meteorites, and

other objects which can be

reasonably explained.

————E
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use Inexperienced Radar Operators
lite or Venus move across a
car, light the ground ‘‘as if it
were noon’’ with a _ brilliant

whiteness, or hover at extreme-

ly low altitudes such as 150

feet?

The major smiled. “Do you

- think there is any possibility of

a hoax involved in our sight-

ings?” I asked. ‘“‘No,”’ he re-

plied.

What about the deputies ob-

servations that the UFO chang-

ed directions and waited for

them? ‘‘The road is not straight,

it curves. They were changing

directions,’ the major said.

“Did your contacts in Pitts-

burgh check with East Pales-
tine Ptl. Wayne Houston and

Conway, Pa. Ptl. Frank Panzan-

ella? What did they say?” Did

they corroborate what the Por-

tage County deputies told you?”

“To some extent,” the ma-

jor said, pulling out a carefuly

stapled-shut report he said con-

tained statements made by the .

two men. ‘‘But they don’t want

us to release their statements,

so I can’t show them to you,”

the major added.

“Major, what would it take

to convince you that UFO's ex-

ist as something real?” I ask-
ed, adding that now-famous
question put by a scientist to
Capt. Edward J. Ruppelt, for-

mer Blue Book chief: ‘‘Does a

UFO have to come in and land

on your desk, ..?”

Maj. Quintanilla, who has ob-

viously heard that one innumer-

able times, said he would ac-~

cept the word of astronomers.

He said they would know ‘‘weeks

ahead of time”’ if visitors from

outer space were on their way

here.

“T haye no doubt there would

be all sorts of preparations to

welcome them when they land-

ed,” the major said, quite ser-

iously.



e American Defense Tool or Just an Ima
nt weather balloon to an
ry aircraft or missile, to a
eship — or an hallucination.

would seem that for a peri-
if time the security of the
ed States COULD be in
ser because the object is not
tified.

ue Book's Feb. 1, 1966 re-
States that ‘Air Force in-

3t in unidentified flying ob-
} is related directly to the
Force responsibility for
air defense of the United
Bs.’’

id the Air Force has chosen’
lace this interest and _re-
isibility on the shoulders of
, three people at its head-
rters.

has given this “project an
se of such modest propor-
8 and facilities that Maj.
ttanilla’s desk is shoved
a corner without benefit
any sort of privacy one
ht expect the head of so
portant” a project to haye?

here is no evidence of any
| of scientific equipment, or
iputers, to make a quick, ac-
ate evaluation of a sighting

to ultimately determine
tther the object exhibited
lvanced technology."
a fact, the only piece of mod-
» electrical equipment I saw
3 a file, containing folders on
re than 10,000 ~ sightings,
ch rotated with the push of
utton. This is not to say there
t any other equipment, but
j. Quintanilla did not men-
1 other facilities other than

the photo labs which he Says
he can use if necessary.
Of course, the information of

Satellite tracking stations and
weather balloon launching sites,
etc. scattered throughout the
country is accessible by tele-
Phone for investigation pur-
poses.

Many Americans say, per-
haps rather hopefully — “The
Air Force knows what the y
are, they just aren't telling us.”
Are they right?
Consider.... .
. . .the number of personnel

assigned to project head-
quarters. :

- . .the handling of files, with
no attempt, so far as I could
determine, to group sightings
by reported characteristics of
the objects to see if any pat-
terns could be established.

- No sense of urgency, that
Was apparent anyway, to find
out “just what's going on up
there.”’

- . -€M apparent tendency on
the part of Air Force UFO in-
vestigators to ignore certain
reported facts of a sighting,
such as the Portage County dep-
uties’ description of the object
as being “as big as a house at
an estimated 50 feet altitude.”

. . -Maj. Quintanilla's state-
ment that “The most unpleas-
ant task is to tell People they
didn’t see what they thought
they saw.”

. . .-His statement in regard
to the Portage County sighting
that Venus was “the only thing
that could have been there for
that long a time.”

.. ‘Air Force Regulation 200-
2, Paragraph 3-c... .“Air Force
activities must reduce the per-
centage of unknowns to the
minimum. Analysis thus far has
provided explanation for all but
a few of the sightings reported.
These unexplained sightings are
carried statistically as un-!
knowns. If more immediate, de-
tailed objective data on the un-
knowns had been available,
probably these too could have
been explained,"’

. . JANAP 146, a Joint Chiefs!
of staff directive: ‘““Communica-|
tions Instructions for Reporting
Vital _ Intelligence Sightings
(CIRVIS) from Airborne an d!
Waterborne Sources." It also.
applies to civil as well as mili-
tary craft under certain condi-!
tions, and Section ITI, Security, |
210, has the effect of prohibiting
even commercial airline - pilots,
as well as all military person-
nel, from transmitting or
revealing the contents of
CIRVIS reports — including |
those on UFO's.

On the other hand, if the Air
Force is convinced that a1]
UFO's are misinterpretations
of conventional objects or
national phenomena, there real-
ly isn’t much to do except find
out which conventional object
or natural phenomena the ob-
server could have seen.

And this appears to be the
basis for the start — and finish
— of UFO investigations. If
there was a satellite Passing
overhead at the time the ob-
Server spotted something un-
usual or startling in the Sky, it
was ‘‘probably a satellite’ he
enw

- The fact that he described it
as “big as a house and hover-
ing 50 feet off the ground" can
be attributed to “exaggera-
tion”’ or ‘‘misinterpretation.””
The Air Force's Scientific Ad-

visory Board's Ad Hoc Commit-
tee to Review Project Blue
Book has recomended expan-
sion of the project and contract-
ing scientific investigative work
out to universities.

Maj. Quintanilla, when ask-
ed if he was in favor of this
proposed program, said, “It
sure would make my job
easier.”

“Could a better job of investi-
gation be done ifthere were
such an expansion?” I asked.

“It all depends,” the major
replied. ‘Once these gentlemen
get on board and are able to
conduct the investigations (any
way they want, naturally) there
should be. The scientists will
resuire help in the beginning,"
he added.

“It will create a better
image,” the major acknowl-
edged.

An image. . . .does that - de-
scribe Project Blue Book?~ ;

ge?



MISCELLANEOUS NOTES

ERRATA: (1) The phrase quoted in paragraph two, page four, of the discussion

of Blue Book's investigation, attributed to Congressman Stanton,

was actually said by Judge Robert Cook; printed in the May 5, 1966

Record-Courier article about Congressman Stanton,

(2) In the second paragraph of the April 21 entry of the Initial Phase

Summary, "Mr. Rex" should read, "Mr, Rex LysSyj".

(3) page six of The Chase, ‘Kwaitanowski" should read “Kwiatanowski".

ANGLE MEASUREMENTS: Were made with simple instrument made with protracter and

ruler, allowing line-of-sight readings while witnesses pointed (rotating protractor

was weighted for 90° vertical). Horizontal angles measured similarly. Angle of

sun in Section Map of Economy Borough is uncertain, but direction of UFO was 6°
greater. Error in other angle measurements, ¢ or = 1°. Magnetic compass used
for road bearing measurements, (Sun angle from compass, but near ferrous clutter.)

ADDITIONAL SIGHTINGS: More activity from UFOs was reported in Portage County

during this investigation, but the P-13 investigation took priority. Some of

these involved law enforcement officers, but these men were reluctant to discuss

or report them, chiefly because of the turmoil that resulted from the P-13 event,

and the Air Force's evaluation procedure. Mme deputy offered corroboration of

the initial P-13 sighting, but refused permission to use his name, even confidentially.

He did not wish to get involved. At this time (evening of April 17) Deputy Spaur

had already been considerably bothered by the news media, although he never failed

to cooperate as fully as his schedule permitted,
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that When he first saw the

brightly lighted object he

thought it was a reflection

from the rising sun off an air-

plane. He came off the hill and

spotted the object again just

before the Ohio men arrived,

He called Rochester radio

base station to have the Greater

Pittsburgh Airport contacted,

and the four men watched for

about 20 minutes as the object

rose “straight up"’ until it was
barely visible,
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OBJECT DISAPPEARS NEAR CONWAY
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By TOM SCIHLEY

TIMES Staff

An 86-mile high-speed chase

after an unidentified flying ob-

ject (UFO) ended in Conway

Sunday morning nearly ao hour

after it began in Ohio,

Conway Patrolman Frank

Panzanella said he saw what

prompted two sheriff's depu-

ties and a policeman from

Ohio to drive at speeds 80

to 105 miles per hour in pur

suit of the “flying saucer.”
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The wwo deputies from Por

lage Counts, Ohio, Dale Spaur

and W. L. Neff, began the chase

shortly after 5 a.m. on Ohio

Route 224 near Atwater, south

of Akron and southeast of Ra

venna, the Portage County seit.

At about the same time. Po

lice Chief Gerald Buchert of

Mantua, Ohio, snapped a photo

of the object from some dis-

tance while he and his wife stood

in their front yard about 10 miles

north of Ravenna.
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Was running low on gas. He

also had burned a new set of
tires bald from the high speed

chase.

The three Ohio men asked
Panzanella if he had seen the

object and he pointed it out

to them. He had seen it a few

minutes earlier from the top

of Lith Street hill but hada’t

thougrt Much about it at that

time,

Panzanella told the TIMES

(Please Turn to Page 4. Col. 3)

Spaur and Neff, on instruc-

tons, pursued the brightly light-

ed ohject alone down Ohio Route

14. They were joincd at East

Palestine by Patrolman Wayne

Huston of that city in another

police cruiser,

The two cars sped on into

Pennsylvania, down Route 41

to Rochesier and then on Route

65 to Conway. At Conway they

spotted Panzanella in his parked

cruiser at a service station.

They stopped there since Spaur C
>
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that when he first saw the

brightly lighted object he

thought it was a reflection

from the rising sun off an air-

plane. He came off the hill and
spotted the object again just

before the Ohio men arrived.

He called Rochester radio

base station to have the Greater

Pittsburgh Airport contacted,

and the four men watched for
about 20 minutes as the object

rose ‘‘straight up" until it was

barely visible.
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The wo deputies frowy Par Spair atid Neff, on instrue- Was running low on was. He
taze County, Ohio, Dale Spuur Huos, pursued the brightly light- also had burned a new set of

chase and W. L. Neff, began the chiase ed object alone down Ohio Route tires bald from the high speed

2 ob- shortly afler 3 a.m. on Ohio 14. They were joined at East chase.
nWway Route 224 near Atwater, south Palestine by Patrolman Wayne The three Ohin men asked
hour of Akron and southeast of Ra- Huston of that city in another Panzanella if he had seen the

venna, the Portage County seit. police cruiser. object and he pointed it out

rank At about the game time, Po The two cars sped on into to them. He had seen it a few

Whit lice Chief Gerald Buehert of Pennsylvania, down Route 31 minutes earlier from the top

epi Mantua, Ohio, Snapped a pholo to Rochester and then on Route of 11th Street hill but badu't

row of the object from some dis- 65 to Conway, At Conway they thougrt Much about it at that

; 80 tance while he and his wife stood spotted Panzanella in his parked time,
pure in their front yard about 10 miles crulser at a service station. Panzanella told the TIMES
or » £ 7 hers north of Ravenna. They stopped there since Spaur (Please Turn to Page 4, Col. ti)
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Spaur and Panzanella both

said they had heard that the

Air Force had sent jets up after

the object, There were repocts

that jet trainers fromm Youngs-

town went up but the objec

traveling about 100 miles per
hour, was moving too slowly for
them to stay with. it.

A Federal Aviation Agency

Oflicial at Greater Pittsburgh

Airport said the object wasn’t

spotted on radar nor were

there any planes in the -area

where the object was sighted

at that time. :

The four men viewing from

Conway said a plane that ap-

parently took off from the air-

port passed right through the

area below the unidentified ob-

ject they were watching,

Air Force personnel at the air-

port would make no statement

about the sighting otter than to

say that officials at Wright Pat-

terson Air Force Base, Dayton,

Ohio, had been notified. Official

Air Force investigations of

UFO's are handled from Wright

Patterson,
t . *

SPAUR, 35, a formér Air
Force gunner, told the TIMES
Sunday that he and Neff were
checking. an abandoned car

when they spotted a strange

light through the trees. He. said

the object came over the treas

along the highway and

rectly over their patrol. car,

about 150 feet above them.

He said the bottom of the ob-

ject was very brightly lighted

and the light from the bottom

gave the appearance of a cone

shape, It lighted up the area

around the car like daylight

and they could not look direct-

ly at the bright white light

when it ‘was shining on them,
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Spaur said the object had no

apparent effect on him and

Neff or on the car. It was about

35 feet to 40 feet across and

about 18 to 24 feet high, he

said.

Spaur said he became fright-
ened and he and Neff ran for

the car. He reported the sight-

ing to police headquarters in Ra-

venna and was told to keep the

object under surveillance as

long as possible. ;
Thus the chase began,

MEANWHILE, Chief Buchert

in Mantua had monitored a
report to Portage County from

the Summit County Sheriff's Of-

fice in Akron about a strange

light that had been spotted.

Buchert was on Main Street

in Mantua when he first spotted

the object overhead. He said it

looked like two saucers with

their rims placed together and

the bottoms facing out,

He said it was very brilliant

and a bright white or silver with

no colorinz cf any type. He re-
ported it to the Portage sher-

iff's office and said Spaur re-

ported it shortly after that.

Buchert went home and awak..,

ened his wife to show her the
object. It had moved off to some

distance and Buchert used an

inexpensive camera from the

police car to shoot. three pic-

tures of the object. He told the

TIMES that only one of the

three exposures turned out. |

He planned not to release the
picture to anyone until after he

conferred with government offi-

Ccials,
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By CAROL CLAPP

Terming the Air Force's ex,

planation of a UFO seen here

April 17 “incorrect,"” a NICAP

investigator who has been

checking out the sighting for

more than a week today attack-

ed what he terms insufficient

investigation of this and other

UFO sightings by Project Blue

Book, the Air Force agency

which checks UiO reports.

Urging that such investiga-

tions be conducted by civilian

rather than military agencies,

he said it is “ridiculous” to pre-

sume that the significance of

such phenomena is only mili-

tary and not scientific. :

William Weitzel, NICAP in-

vestigator and chairman of that

organization's sub-committee in

rm — in
TANIA @

Taw LWW OSuUy)
Pittsburgh, said his official

opinion of the Air Force finding

is that it is not correct.

NICAP, (National Investiga-

tions Committee on Aerial Phe-

nomena), is a non - military,

non-profit organization which in-

investigates UFO © sightings

throughout the country and af-

ter analysis of all available evi-

‘Bluebook
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Air Force “Project Blue-

book” investigators, w ho

check reports of Unidentified

Flying Objects throughout

the United States, will not be

coming to Portage County to

investigale the sightings by

iiree area_ police officers

early Sunday morning,
Major Wector Quintancella,

head of ‘Project. Bluebook"

al Wright - Patterson Air

Force Base in Dayton, said

this morning that “it would

be impossible to recreate the

scene."

The UFO was spotted and

chased by Deputies Dale

Spaur and Barney Neff for

an 86-mile stretch into Penn-

sylvania early Sunday morn-

ing.

Maj. Quintanella said Man-

tua Police Chief Geraid

Buchert, who photographed

the UFO from Mantua while

it was being chased in Ran-

dolph has sent the film to

“Project Bluebook” for study.

“We also have reports from

Chief Buchert and Deputy

Spaur,”’ the major added. He
Said the report from Spaur

was taken by telephone and

Buchert mailed his report of
the sighting to Dayton.
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“Project Blue Book,” called him

to tell him of the finding.

Spaur said, “no one from the

Air Force talked to me_ for

more than three minutes about

the UFO I saw and chased. But
ie , =. oeye~ ae,a eee

Deputies 5Saw

tis. wayootBe

Sheriff's deputies chased a

‘satellite’ for 86 miles -into

Pennsylvania Sunday morning,

“then, when it passed out of

view, focused their eyes on

Venus."

This is what the Air Force

said in a statement Friday con-

cerning Sunday morning's sight-

ing of a UFO by Deputies Dale

Spaur and Barney Neff, — an

fast Palestine partrolman and

a Conway, Pa. policeman.

The Air Force added that

two apparent images on film

taken by Mantua Police Chief
Gerald Buchert were ‘'process-

ing defects due to old, foggy

film, and poor handling.” One
image on the film was Venus,

the Air Force said,

The Air Force sent mo in-

vestigators to Poriage Counly

to check on the oj.icer’s re-

ports so far as anyone knows.

Major Hector Quintanalla, head

of “Project Blue Book,” took

a brief report by telephone ear-

lier this week from Deputy

Spaur, and asked Buchert to

mail him the film he shot.

The Air Force report noted

that ‘Venus was rising in the

southeast and was. . . .brighter

than any star in the sky.”

The East Palestine patrol-

man had describye the object

as “‘more brilliant than the

sun,"’ and Spaur said that wien

the object was directly over-

~ head, it was so bright he could
hardly look at it.

Spaur also noted that it

hovered above his cruiser, rose

and descended, and even wait-

ed for him on two occasions.

—
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“In my own mind I'm abso-

lutely sure it wasn't a satellite

and it wasn't a star,”

Deputy Dale Spaur, disturbed

by the Air Force's statement

that he probably chased a satel-

lite Sunday morning, April 17,

and then when it disappeared,

focused his eyes on Venus,

finds it impossible to believe

this explanation and considers it

an “insult to the intelligence of

the American people.”

“T didn't know we made satel-

lites that large or that low to

the ground, or that they could

be maneuvered,” Spaur s a id,

recalling his chase of a_ bril-

liant object which hovered,

rose and descended and slipped

back and forth across the high-

way in front of his car during

ihe fi - mile chase from south-

ern Portage County into Penn-

Sylvania,

“T didn't Know satellites. trav-

eled over Portage County at

speeds as slow, at times, as 50

(o 70 miles per hour,’’ Spaur

added.

"] wouldn't famble my -own

life, let alone Barney Neff's if

I thought what we saw could

be explained,’ Spaur said.

“If I chased Venus across two

states it must be some sort of

record.”

Referring to photographs tak-

én by Mantua Police Chief Ger-

ald Buchert of an object Buch-

crt saw to the south at the

same time Spaur was chasing

the UFO, Spaur said, “If they

want lo explain the photographs

away this way, it’s okay.

"Bul they can't explain away

what T saw and followed.
“T never believed in UFO's

before, but I believe it now. I

never met Wayne Houston,

2 o

Feel

TIO

dence, issues a statement coi

cerning their possible validity

“Many times press releasi

from the Air Force concernir

UFO sightings indicate that ne

ther their investigators n‘o

Project Blue Book take fu

account of available inform.

tion.

“This inadequacy, which

have documented in our pub!

cation, ‘The UFO Evidence,’

harmful for several reasons.

Weitzel said. é

“First, it is highly unscienti

ic and fails to contribute to

thorough analysis of UFO ph

nomena.

“Second, when the Air Port
publishes UFO _ informatic

which does not represent the t

tal situation and particul:

cases, the public is misled.

“Third, ridicule and haras

Pe A Pr]=

ment of witnesses often rp

sults.”*

It is unusual, Weitzel sai

for NICAP to issue an opinic

this soon after an investigatic

unless there is overwhelmir

evidence.

**We (NICAP) believe the co:

clusion is inaccurate becau:s

Deputies Dale Spaur and Bar

ey Neff chased the object, kee

ing it in sight; East Palestir

Ptl. Wayne Houston saw it fl

ing overhead and saw the Po

tage County cruiser chasing i

and joined in; and a Conwa:

Pa. policeman, Frank Panzane

la, then saw the object.

“The four police officers thz

watched the object together fc

some 20 minutes.

‘We believe Project Bi wu

Book (the Air Force's investig

tive unit on UFO sightings) d

not take into account the co

roboration from Houston = ar

Panzanella, nor the grea

lengih of time that Spaur ar

Neff had the object in view.

“Spaur's testimony sugges

that the Project Blue Book i

vestigator with whom he talke

on the telephone would hav

been happier if Spaur had see

the UFO for only a short leng

of time.

“‘When the investigator aske

Spaur if he had seen the UF

for just a few minutes, ar

Spaur emphatically denied thi

the investigator dropped tl

subject.

“Furthermore, procedure su

as this is not unusual in Pre

ect Blue Book investigalions

UFO's,” Weilzel charged.

Weitzel added that, “It mig

seem easy to charge that Pre

ect Blue Book is not doing i
job. However, the real proble
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Air Force “Project Blue-

book" investigators, who

check reports of Unidentified

Flying Objects throughout

the United States, will not be

coming to Portage County to

investigate the sightings by

tliree area_ police officers

early Sunday morning,
Major Hector Quintanella,

head of “Project Bliebook"

at Wright - Patterson Air

Force Base in Dayton, said

this morning that “it would

be impossible to recreate the

scene.”

The UFO was spotted and

chased by Deputies Dale

Spaur and Barney Neff for

an 86-mile stretch into Penn-

sylvania early Sunday morn-

ing.

Maj. Quintanella said Man-

tua Police Chief Gerald

Buchert, who photographed

the UFO from Mantua while
it was being chased in Ran-

dolph has sent the film to
“Project Bluebook" for study.

“We also have reports from

Chief Buchert and Deputy

Spaur,”’ the major added. He

said the report from Spaur
was taken by telephone and

Buchert mailed his report of
the sighting to Dayton.
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“Project Blue Book,” called him

to tell him of the finding.

Spaur said, ‘no one from the

Air Force talked to me for

more than three minutes about

the UFO T saw and chased. But

ihey might have means of

checking I know nothing about.

‘Tf it’s ours, 1 wish they'd

tell me,”’ Spaur said,

Dustman said he belleves his

deputies about the sighting, and

finds it impossible to accept the

“satellite - Venus’ chase the-

ory.

“There were too many peo-

ple involved for this to have

been a wiil-o-the-wisp these

men were chasing.”

. the abject was directly

dee?a

V anus,‘NotUk0,
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aliaAir Force® Says
Sheriff's deputies shiged a

“satellite” for 86 miles -into

Pennsylvania Sunday morning,
“then, when it passed out of

view, focused their eyes .on

Venus."

This is what the Air Force

said in a statement Friday con-

cerning Sunday morning's sight-

ing of a UFO by Deputies Dale

Spaur and Barney Neff, | an

East Palestine partrolman and

a Conway, Pa. policeman,

The Air Force added that

two apparent images on film

taken by Mantua Police Chief

Gerald Buchert were ‘“‘process-

ing defects due to old, foggy

film, and poor handling.”’ One

image on the film was Venus,

the Air Force said,

The Air Force sent no in-

vestigators to Poriage County

to check on the oiicer’s re-

ports so far as anyone knows.

Major Hector Quintanalla. head

of ‘Project Blue Hook,” took

a brief report by telephone ear-

lier this week {from Deputy

Spaur, and asked Buchert to

mail him the film he shot.

The Air Force report noted

that “Venus was rising in the

southeast and was. . . -brighter

than any star in the sky.”

The East Paxicstine patrol-

man had deseribec the object

as “more brilliant than the

sun,"' and Spaur said thal waen

over-

head, it was so bright he could
hardly look at. it.

Spaur also noted that it

hovered above his cruiser, rose

and descended, and even wait-

ed for him on two occasions.

a

Depuiy Scoris

' At AF Report

> On UFO Chase
“In my own mind I'm abso-

jutely sure it wasn't a satellite

and it wasn't a star,”

Deputy Dale Spaur, disturbed

by the Air Force's statement

that he probably chased a satel-

lite Sunday morning, April 17,

and then when it disappeared,

focused his eyes on Venus,

finds it impossible to believe

this explanation and considers it

an “insult to the intelligence of

(he American people.”

“T didn't know we made satel-

lites that large or that low to

the ground, or that they could

be maneuvered,” Spaur s a id,

recalling his chase of a bril-

liant object which hovered,

rose and descended and slipped

back and forth across the high-
way in front of his car during

ihe #5 - mile chase from south-

ern Portage County into Penn-

sylvania,

“T didn't know satellites trav-

eled over Portage County at

speeds as slow, at times, as 50

to 70 miles per hour,"’ Spaur

added.

“T wouldn't jpamble my own

life, let alone Barney Neff's if

1 thought what we saw. could

be explained," Spaur. said,

“Tf L chased Venus across two

Stutes it must be some sort of

record,”

Referring to photographs tal-

en by Mantua Police Chief Ger-

aid Buachert of an object Buch-

ert saw to the south at the

same time Spaur was chasing

the UFO, Spaur said, “If they

want to explain the photographs

awiy this way, it's okay,

“But they can't explain away

what I saw and followed,

“T never believed in UFO's

before, but I believe it now, I

never met Wayne Houston,

(Bast Palestine patrolman) or

Frank Panzanella, (Conway, Pa.

patrolman) before that morning,

hut they saw it too.”

Sheriff Tioss Dustman is 100

per cent behind Spaur,

Dustnan saint

right out loud) when Major Hec-

jor Quintanvila of the Air
Force's UFO investigation unit

he “laughed

(Continued on Page 8)
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“First, it is highly unscientif
ic and fails to contribute to ;

thorough analysis of UFO phe

nomena.

“Second, when the Air Fore:
publishes UFO _ informatior

Which does not represent the to
tal situation and particula:

cases, the public is misled.

“Third, ridicule and harass

ment of witnesses often re

sults.”

It is unusual, Weitzel said

for NICAP to issue an opinior

this soon after an investigatior

unless there is overwhelming

evidence.

“We (NICAP) believe the con

clusion is inaccurate because

Deputies Dale Spaur and Barn

ey Neff chased the object, keep

ing it in sight; Hast Palestine

Ptl. Wayne Houston saw it fly-

ing overhead and saw the Por-

tage County cruiser chasing it

and joined in; and a Conway,

Pa. policeman, Frank Panzanel:

la, then saw the object.

“The four police officers thar

watched the object together for

some 20 minutes.

“We believe Project Blue

Book (the Air Force's investiga:

tive unit on UFO sightings) did
not take into account the cor-

roboration from Houston and

Panzanella, nor the greatl

lengih of time that Spaur and

Neff had the object in view.

“Spaur'’s testimony suggests

that the Project Blue Book in:
vestigator with whom he talkec

on the telephone would have

been happier if Spaur had seer

the UFO for only a short lengtr
of time.

“When the investigator askec

Spaur if he had seen the UFC

for just a few minutes, anc
Spaur emphatically denied this

the investigator dropped the

subject,

“Furthermore, procedure sucl

as this is not unusual in Pro}

ect Blue Book investigations 0}

UFO's,” Weitzel charged.

Weitzel added that, “It migh

scem easy to charge that Pro}

ect Blue Book is not doing it:

job. However, the real problerr

is that a full-scale investigatioi

of UFO phenomena should be
in the hands of a civilian anc

not a military agency.

“As fer as the possible mili

tary threat irom UFO's is con

cerned, responsibility for thei

identification naturally belong:

to the Air Force. But, it is ri

diculous to presume that the

significance of such phenomen:

is only military and not scientif

ic.’



of the Major's interview with 
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the deputies at the request of 
i cx

Deputy Dale Spaur. The t wo ;

NICAP investigators were ask-

ed to leave during the verbal

half of the interview, however. | ~ ~~.
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“The major’s stated attitude,” 
f

Weitzel said, ‘was that since 
'

the only conventional item that

matched the sighting at all was

the satellite - Venus statement,

this must be the explanation.”

“Three weeks ago, Maj. Quin-

tanilla refused to send anyone

here because, he said, ‘it would
he difficult to recreate the

scene.’ ”’

(After demands for such an

investigation were made by

Cong. William Stanton, the Air

Force admitted it had made a

mistake in not investigating the

sighting thoroughly and on-the-

spot immediately after it hap-

pened).

“It is incredible to me that

anyone familiar with the details

of the sighting could believe

Major Quintanilla’s explana-

tion,’ Weitzel said.

“I can only speculate about

why he seems to.

‘He either rejected or ignored

portions of the testimony which

make a satellite Venus €X-

planation ridiculous.
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MAJOR Hector Quintanilla,

seated left, looks over reporis

filled out by Deputies Dale

Spaur and Wilbur Neff during

an interview here Tuesday

morning of the sighting and

chase. Standing are Sheriff

Ross Dustman, left, Deputies

Spaur and Neff.

concerning the April 17 UFO

sighting, Seated next to Maj.

Quinianilla is Deputy Robert

Wilson, radio operator the

“His reasoning seemed to be

that because no UFO was report-

ed picked up on radar near

Pittsburgh, therefore none was

present at any time. His claim a
|

a
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;

— Ka cesgeetetiente Rae atte { ~ Corer ru. r/I 2/66 a ;

‘They Know li Wasn’t Venus, He Contends

a
5

th
ey

H
e
c
t
o
r

J
u
d
g
e

U
F
O
'
s
 
—

. 
b
u
t
 
w
h
e
n

s
h
o
u
l
d
 

at
 
l
e
a
s
t

c
o
m
e
 
u
p
 
wi

th
 
an
 

ex
pl

an
at

io
n

a
b
o
u
t

th
at
 
is
 
pl

au
si

bl
e.
 
V
e
n
u
s
 
is
 

no
t

t
r
u
t
h

n
o
t
 
V
e
n
u
s
.

“
P
e
o
p
l
e
 
ar

e 
no

t 
sw

al
lo

wi
ng

th
is
 
ex

pl
an

at
io

n 
ab

ou
t 

V
e
n
u
s
,
”

t
h
e

th
e 

j
u
d
g
e
 
ch

ar
ge

d.

“I
t'

s 
no

t 
a 

go
od
 
e
n
o
u
g
h
 

ex
-

pl
an

at
io

n 
—
 

it
’s
 

no
t 

en
ou

gh
,”

th
e’

 j
ud

ge
 
sa

id
.

“
T
 
d
o
n
’
t
 
th

in
k
 
th

e 
A
i
r
 
F
o
r
c
e

ca
n 

ex
pl
ai
n 

wh
at
 
th

e 
de

pu
ti

es

“I
f 

t
h
e
 
A
i
r
 
F
o
r
c
e
 
fe

el
s 

it
 
h
a
s

“
V
e
n
u
s
 
d
u
e
s
n
’
t
 
h
a
v
e
 
f
o
r
m
 a
n
d

a
n
 
a
n
t
e
n
n
a
,
 

it
 
do

es
n’

t 
h
o
v
e
r
 1
00

s
o
m
e
 s

or
t 

of
 o

bl
ig

at
io

n 
to
 
tr

y 
to

T
h
i
s
 
is
 
t
h
e
 
t
h
e
m
e
 
o
f
 a
 

le
tt

er

C
o
m
m
o
n
 P
le

as
 C
ou

rt
 J
u
d
g
e
 R
ob

-
er

t 
E.
 
C
o
o
k
 

is
 
wr

it
in

g 
to
 
Co

ng
.

‘
W
h
e
n
 
t
h
e
 
A
i
r
 
F
o
r
c
e
 
c
a
n
 

le
-

gi
ti

ma
te

ly
 

ex
pl
ai
n 

a_ 
si

gh
ti

ng
,

th
ey
 
sh

ou
ld
 
do
 s

o 
..

fe
et
 
of

f 
th

e 
gr

ou
nd
 
an

d 
ca

st
 
a

“L
et

's
 
te
ll
 
th

e 
A
m
e
r
i
c
a
n
 
pe

o-

W
i
l
l
i
a
m
 
S
t
a
n
t
o
n
.

Re
fe

rr
in

g 
to
 
M
a
j
o
r

Qu
in

ta
ni

ll
a’

s 
de

te
rm

in
at

io
n 

im
-

&

pl
e

w
i
i
e
n
 
t
h
e
 
A
i
r
 
F
o
r
c
e
 
c
a
n
n
o
t
 
i
d
e
n
-

ti
fy
 
ob

je
ct

s 
si

gh
te

d 
in
 
th

e 
s
k
i

b
y
 
c
o
m
p
e
t
e
n
t
 
ob

se
rv

er
s,

s
h
o
u
l
d
 
a
d
m
i
t
 
it
."

a
n
 
in

te
rv

ie
w 

T
u
e
s
d
a
y
 
th

at
 
th

e
Ai

r 
F
o
r
c
e
 
w
a
s
 
ri

gh
t 

in
 
it
s 

or
ig

i-
na

l 
s
t
a
t
e
m
e
n
t
 
th

at
 
t
w
o
 
P
o
r
t
a
g
e

C
o
u
n
t
y
 d
ep

ut
ie

s 
ch

as
ed

 ‘
‘a
 s

at
el

-
li
te
 
a
n
d
 
t
h
e
n
 
V
e
n
u
s
,
”

bu
t 
w
h
y
 
do

n’
t 

th
ey
 
si

mp
ly
 
sa

y
th

ey
 
ca

n’
t 

ex
pl

ai
n 

it
?

ex
pl

ai
n 

ea
ch
 
an

d 
ev

er
y 
U
F
O

a 
pl

au
si

bl
e 

ex
pl

an
at

io
n,

” 
Co

ok

as
 
we

ll
 
as
 
tw

o 
ot

he
r 

po
li

ce
 
of

-

c
h
a
r
g
e
s
.

k
n
o
w
 

it
 
do

es
n’

t,
 
a
n
d
 
th

e 
pu

bl
ic

fi
ce

rs
 
(o

ne
 
f
r
o
m
 
E
a
s
t
 
Pa

le
st

in
e

w
h
o
 
jo

in
ed
 

in
 
th

e 
ch

as
e,
 
a
n
d

th
e 

ot
he

r 
in
 
C
o
n
w
a
y
,
 
Pa

.)
 
s
a
w
,

A
i
r
 
F
o
r
c
e
 
k
n
o
w
s
 

it
 
do

es
n’

t,
 
w
e

k
n
o
w
s
 

it
 
do

es
n'

t.

s
a
y
 
so

,”
 
J
u
d
g
e
 
C
o
o
k
 
co

nt
en

de
d

me
di

at
el

y 
at
 
th

e 
co

nc
lu

si
on
 
of

C
o
o
k
 s
ai

d 
‘‘

Wh
at

 t
ho

se
 b
oy

s 
s
a
w

br
ig

ht
 
li

gh
t 

on
to
 

tw
o 

of
fi

ce
rs

a
n
d
 
th

ei
r 

po
li

ce
 
cr

ui
se

r.
 
V
e
n
u
s

do
es

n’
t 

di
p 

a
n
d
 
m
a
n
e
u
v
e
r
—
t
h
e

po
rt

, 
th

ey
 s
ho

ul
d 
ad

mi
t 

th
at
 a
nd

to
da

y.

th
ey
 
ca

nn
ot
 
ex

pl
ai

n 
a 
U
F
O
 
re

-

si
gh

ti
ng

, 
it

W
a

in fact, Cook sees no reason er saw. There's no need to “This is doubting the word of, start out an investigation by
why the Air Force should feel,

if it does, that it must offer a

conventional explanation for
every UFO sighting.

“There is no reason why, if

the object cannot actually be

identified, the Air Force should

try and explain away each sight-

ing other than to say it just

doesn't know what the obsery-

come up with an explanation

just to have an explanation, ri-

diculous though it may be.”

Referring to the Portage Coun-

ty sighting and the Air Force's

conclusion that it was a ‘‘satel-

lite - Venus," Judge Cook said

the Air Force has “as much as

said the deputies were incor-

rect.”

four police officers who — are

trained observers,’ Cook said.

“Instead of appearing to doubt

the word of four reputable po-

lice officers at face value, all

physi¢al evidence such as bal-

loons, conventional aircraft and

satellites should be checked out.

“But the Air Force should not

immediately doubting the word

of police officers or any other

reputable observers,’ the judge

contends. :
In his letter to Stanton he

urges a thorough look at the

Air Farce's investigative pro-

cedures in regard to UFO sight-

ings and their policies in issu-

ing explanations.
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By CAROL CLAPP

(First of a Series)

Relegated to what one might

be tempted to call a ‘“‘cubby-

hole" in the Foreign Technology

Division building at Wright-

Patterson Air Force base in

Dayton are a major, a lieuten-

ant, a sergeant, a secretary and

10,200 files of reported “UFO”

sightings.

This is Project Blue Book.

And this is the staff which

handles one of the nation’s most

ublicized and puzzling ‘‘prob-

lems" —‘flying saucers.

. Project Blue Book is the Air

came Project Grudge and final-
ly, Project Blue Book) the Air
Force has managed to get its
teeth into the sticky problem

away reportedand explain

Sightings with

that:

“UFO's exist only as mis-

interpretations of conventional

objects or natural phenomena.”

Of cource, 646 out of 10,197

sightings are officially termed
as “unidentified’’

been explained (and to hundreds
of obsrrvers who were later told

by the Air Force they

“swamp gas,"

“Venus,” etc., there are a lot

more ‘“‘unexplained.’’)

In the Air

much

he saw it.

Last year (1965)

Force investigated

ings. Sixteen remain ‘‘unidenti-
fied.’ Seventeen are "pending,"
Another 85 were placed in

data"

Practically speaking, then, 17

per cent are not identified be-

cause no explanation could be

the

opinion not enough information
was provided to give an answer.

The four members of the Proj-

ect Blue Book staff do not per-
sonally investigate all sightings.

Major Quintanille, a physicist
wiih a working knowledge — of

meteorology and astronomy, who
formerly worked on computer
research and development, is a

seven-year veteran of

gence work and a former radar

Lt. William Hanley,

“insufficient

found, or in

operator;

Force

however, there is another and

larger category termed

“insufficient data."’ This

of sightings remains, for practi-

cal purposes, not identified he-

cause in the Air Force's opin-

ion there was not sufficient in-

formation provided by the ob-

server as to exactly what

saw, where, when, why or how
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I nvestigative

Force's UFO investigative unit
which, for the past 19 years,

has attempted to identify what-

ever it is all those people have

been seeing in the sky.

People, of course, have report-

ed “seeing something"’ up there

they couldn't identify for much

longer than that. . . ‘

Major Hector Quintanilla,

head of Project Blue Book,

points out that the first “UFO

report’’ was undoubtedly that

filed by Ezekiel in 593 B.C.,

when he reported with some

awe a “wheel in the middle of

a wheel’ in the air,

have “atthe statement

ences," but

and haven't

saw

“satellites,”

statistics,

group

he

the Air

886 sight-

the

category. door.

Air Force's

conclusion — of

Quintanilla, he

intelli- my pass and

a metallurpist who has been on

the staff for a month;

Harold T. Jones,

Sgt.

who handles
administraiive duties: and Mrs.

Each air base commander is

charged with appointing a “UFO

investizator.’’ Major Quintanilla

said such investigators should

least an academic

background in the physical sci-

“sometimes we can't get such

qualifications.”

Reports from these investiga-

lors are sent: into Project Blue

Book headquarters, a

windowless office in the Foreign

Technology Division building at

Wright-Patterson,

Visiting Project Blue Book is

impressive. Arrangements have

to be made through the Penta-

gon and then Major Quintanilla.

Checking into the reception cen-

ter al the air base's main gate,

I filled out a personal pass and

a car pass, signing a statement

that I had no radioactive ma-

terials with me and that I would

consent to being searched and

having my car searched if re-
quested, (I wasn't).

The major was called to con-

firm the appointment, the time

noted on the pass, and I was

given directions to the building.
Arriving there,

pass, the time was again noted
and the major notified. He led
me to the second floor office of
Blue Book, behind a plain steel

Inside were the four desks of
the staff members, with a single

“visitor's chair’’ in front of the

major's desk, At the other end
of the room was a rotating tray-

type file flanked by a drafts-
man's desk. Maps and charts

covered the walls.

This is a secured area and no
Cameras are permitted. At the

four-hour interview with Major

downstairs, signed the time on

had allowed me 10 minutes to

reach the main gate.
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(This UFO report, of course,

the Air Force has not attempted

to identify),

Neither has it had a chance to

investigate sightings such as

those reported in the Norfolk,

Va. area Aug. 6, 1860, when two

objects, one red and one green,

flew together overhead with an

undulating motion; or that one

July 3, 1884 in the Norwood,
N. Y. area, when a Saturn-

shaped UFO (a globe with a
central ring) flew slowly over-

head; or those in 1896 and 1897

from all across the United
States when a mysterious cigar-

admitted that

small, effects.

however,

reports).

1947,

was

States.

I showed the Ing, of

Technical

the more than

again led me ps ted
tion,

commented he

concluding that

were interplanetary space ships,
which was sent to the

Force Chief of Staff.
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lrom Sign to Grudge to Blue Book
shaped “airship'’ was reported

flying against the wind.

But the Air Force can be

forgiven for not investigating

these sightings — after all, there

were no propelled aircraft at

that time, so of course there

was no Air Force, and con-

sequently, no Project Blue Book
to identify the objects.

This is no longer a problem.

On Jan. 22, 1948, Project Sign,

the forerunner of Project ,Blue

Book, was created, Through

Project Sign (which later be-,

(Continued on Page 21)

During the interview Major

Quintanilla explained that sight-

ings are filed only by month,

day and year. There is no cross- |

indexing of files to group, for

comparison, such things as the

locations of the various sight-

ings, descriptions of the UFO's,

behavior of the objects, qualifi-

cations of the observers, or any

auxiliary phenomena such

radioactivity or electromagnetic

as

(Conclusions are apparently
noted at least in statistical form,

because

compiled for Project Blue Book

they are

Files date back to June 24,

when

Kenneth Arnold, a private pilot

flying near Mt. Ranier, Wash,

reported

hearalding the first major wave

of UFO sightings in the United

a sighting by

to the press,

It was his description of the

nine flat, shiny objects which

fluttered and skipped among the

mountains as flying

saucer skipped across the wa-

ter’ which resulted in the coin-

the phrase,

saucers,’’ by newsmen.

“like a

“flying

A rash of more than 100 “'fly-

int saucer” reports poured in

during the next few months. Air

Intelligence

was investigating

Sign hed not yet been set up.

One Sept. 23, 1947, an ATIC

letter reportedly was sent to

the commanding general of the

Air Force stating that UFO’s

“are real.”

Numerous sources have re- +

ported the existence of

letter, plus a report of August,

1948, termed the ATIC’s "Top

Secret Estimate of

Center

Project

this

the Situa-

UFO's

Air

When I asked Major Quintanil-

la about these two important re-

ports, he got out a scrapbook

and began looking for them.
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. Project Blue Book is the Air a wheel" in the air. States when a mysterious cigar-

Froject olgn (which Jater De-,

(Continued on Page 21)

came Project Grudge and final-

ly, Project Blue Book) the Air
Force has managed to get its

teeth into the sticky problem

and explain away reported

sightings with the statement

that:

“UFO's exist only as _ mis-

interpretations of conventional

objects or natural phenomena.”

Of cource, 646 out of 10,197

Sightings are officially termed

as “unidentified’’ and haven't

been explained (and to hundreds

of obsrrvers who were later told

by the Air Foree they saw

“swamp gas,” ‘“‘satellites,"’

“Venus,”’ etc., there are a lot

more ‘‘unexplained.”’)

In the Air Force | statistics,

however, there is another and

much larger category termed

“insufficient data.” This group

of sightings remains, for practi-

cal purposes, not identified be-

cause in the Air Force's opin-

ion there was not sufficient in-

formation provided by the ob-

server as to exactly what he

saw, where, when, why or how

he saw it.

Last year (1965) the Air

Force investigated 886 sight-

ings. Sixteen remain ‘‘unidenti-

fied.”’ Seventeen are “pending.”

Another 85 were placed in the

“insufficient data’ category.

Practically speaking, then, 17

per cent are not identified be-

cause no explanation could be

found, or in the Air Force's

opinion not enough information

was provided to give an answer.

The four members of the Proj-

ect Blue Book staff do not per-

sonally investigate all sightings,

Major Quintanille, a physicist

wiih a working knowledge of

meteorology and astronomy, who

formerly worked on computer

research and development, is a

seven-year veteran of intelli-

gence work and a former radar

operator; Lt. William Hanley,

a metallurgist who has been on

the staff for a month; Sgt.

Harold T. Jones, who handles

administraiive duties; and Mrs.

Marilyn Stancombe, secretary;

correlate the information pro-

vided, usually, by investigagors

at air bases throughout the

country,

Each air base commander is

charged with appointing a ‘UFO

investigaior.'’ Major Quintanilla

said such investigators should

have “at least an academic

background in the physical sci-

ences," but admitted that

“sometimes we can't get such

qualifications.”

Reports from these investiga-

tors are sent: into Project Blue

Book headquarters, a small,

windowless office in the Foreign

Technology Division building at

Wright-Patterson.

Visiting Project Blue Book is

impressive. Arrangements have

to be made through the Penta-

gon and then Major Quintanilla,

Checking into the reception cen-

ter alt the air base's main gate,

I filled oul a personal pass and

a car pass, signing a statement

that I had no radioactive ma-

terials with me and that I would

consent to being searched and

having my car searched if re-

quested. (1 wasn’t).

The major was called to con-

firm the appointment, the time

noted on the pass, and I was

given directions to the building.
Arriving there, I showed the

pass, the time was again noted

and the major notified. He led

me to the second floor office of
Blue Book, behind a plain steel

door.

Inside were the four desks of

the staff members, with a single

“visitor's chair” in front of the

major’s desk. At the other end

of the room was a rotating tray-

type file flanked by a drafts-

man’s desk. Maps and charts

covered the walls.

This is a secured area and no

cameras are permitted. At the

conclusion of the more than

four-hour interview with Major

Quintanilla, he again led me

downstairs, signed the time on

my pass and commented he

had allowed me 10 minutes to

reach the main gate.

During the interview Major

Quintanilla explained that sight-

ings are filed only by month,

day and year. There is no cross-

indexing of files to group, for

comparison, such things as the

locations of the various sight-

ings, descriptions of the UFO's,

behavior of the objects, qualifi-
cations of the observers, or any

auxiliary phenomena such = as

radioactivity or electromagnetic

effects.

(Conclusions are apparently

noted at least in statistical form,

however, because they are

compiled for Project Blue Book
reports).

Files date back to June 24,

1947, when a sighting by

Kenneth Arnold, a private pilot

flying near Mt. Ranier, Wash.
was reported’ to the press,

hearalding the first major wave

of UFO sightings in the United

States.

It was his description of the

nine flat, shiny objects which

fluttered and skipped among the

mountains as flying ‘“‘like a

saucer skipped across the wa-

ter’? which resulted in the coin-

ing of the phrase, ‘flying

saucers,’ by newsmen.

A rash of more than 100 ‘‘fly-

int saucer’’ reports poured in

during the next few months. Air

Technical Intelligence Center

was investigating — Project

Sizn had not yet been set up.

One Sept. 23, 1947, an ATIC

letter reportedly was sent to

the commanding general of the

Air Force stating that UFO's

‘are real.”

Numerous sources have re-

ported the existence of this

letter, plus a report of August,

1948, termed the ATIC's “Top

Secret Estimate of the Situa-

tion,’ concluding that UFO's

were interplanetary space ships,

which was sent to the Air

Force Chief of Staff.

When I asked Major Quintanil-

la about these two important re-

ports, he got out a scrapbook

and began looking for them.

Apologizing for the condition of

the well-used scrapbook, he

finally admitted he couldn’t
~locate them.

But he did not deny to me the

existence of either report.



(Fourth in a Series)

By CAROL CLAPP

A UFO appears to hover, then

zip away at incredible speed. It

makes a 90 or 180-degree turn

at fantastic speed, then almost

stops. It seems to “‘follow’’ a

car or airplane. -. ,

Jets chase a UFO which has

been spotted on radar. but each

time as they draw near, the

UFO speeds up just enough to

keep out of possible firin3 range.

Observers watch the ‘‘chase”

from the ground. ..

Is this ‘‘misinterpretation of

natural or conventional phenom-

ena?

- I asked Maj. Hector Quintanil-

la, head of Project Blue Book,

about radar sightings of UFO's,

inasmuch as such reported ob-

servations are frequently de-

bunked by the Air Force’ as

‘faulty radar sets,’ ‘‘radar

picking up ground clutter’ or
“radar showing temperature in-

version.”

I asked about the famous

Washington, D.C. sightings in

July of 1952. On two separate

nights, radarscopes at three

large airports in Washington

picked up UFO's, observers saw

them from the grounds and

planes attempted to chase them.

‘“‘Temperature inversion,” the

major said,

(Temperature inversion is a

layer of warm air sandwiched

between layers of cold air

which, under certain circum-

stances, can bounce radar beams

back as if they have struck a

solid object.)

“Ground clutter” results from

radar beams picking up ground

objects under certain atmospher-

ic conditions — objects such as

moving cars, buildings, and the

like, and showing them on the

scope as airborne objects.

But cannot an experienced ra-
dar operator differentiate be-
tween ground clutter, tempera-

ture inversion and solid objects
moving in a pattern through the
air?

““Most should be able to,” the

major admitted.

After all, if radar reports are

inaccurate enough that tempera-

ture inversion and ground clut-

ter can be misinterpreted by

experienced operators for UFO’

how effective is our radar net-

work?

Maj. Quintanilla acknowledged

that an experienced radar oper-

ator should be able to tell

ground clutter from an object

in the air — if his set is in|
good working condition.

“I used to be able to tell the
difference, if 1 was working with
the same set all the time,” the!
major, a former radar operator!
himself, said.

Could temperature inversion
be similiarly '‘mistaken” by an
experienced radar operator?

“He can be fooled unless he)

checks his weather,”’ the ma-'

jor pointed out. But he added!
that if the radar operator has
worked in the area long enough

he should be familiar with

weather patterns.

What about high-speed turns
attributed by observers to some’
UFO's?

Maj. Quintanilla dismissed

this reported characteristic with
the explanation that nothing
of “mass” is capable of turns
at such speeds — a matter of
friction, he said, regardless of
the method of propulsion.
Light refractions however,

could give this appearance, he
pointed out,

Then what about such things
as “electro-magnetic effects" re-
ported in some instances when
UFO’s are seen? Cars sudden-
ly stop running on the highway
when a UFO is in the area, but
start up again readily as soon
as the UFO has disappeared.
Radsos suddenly cut out or ex-

perience considerable interfer-

ence.

“People keep bringing

up,”* the major sighed.

“T have never found a corre-

lation between alleged electrial

stoppages of autos and UFO's,”

the major said. Smiling, he add-

ed, ‘‘in most instances when the

drivers took their cars to ga-

rages, mechanics found faulty

distributors or other mechanical

failures.”’

Included in my question con-

cerning electro-magnetic _ ef-

fects was that of radioactivity

reported in some _ instances

where UFO's have landed or

come close to the ground.

The major did not comment

on radioactivity and UFO’s, per-

haps unintentionally overlooking

that part of the question.

Re >rts are published from

time iv time concerning possible

crashes of UFO's in the United

States. The major said he has

no knowledge of any such al-

leged crashes.

this

Neither, he said, does he

have any knowledge of an at-

tempt by UFO's to ‘‘make con-

tact’ through such means as

radio, blinking lights or other

signals.

What about reports that ani-

mals are disturbed at times by

UFO's in the area. This is one

feature of the Exeter, N.H. sight-

ings of last fall (ruled “‘un-

known” by the Air Force) when

animals in a farmer's barn

were disturbed at the same

time UFO's were reported by

numerous people in the area.

“If a plane is coming in for

a landing, and the pilot puts his

flaps down at a certain point,

a high-frequency pitch is creat-

ed which is audible to animals’

sense of hearing,” the major ex-

plained.

He added that when he hears

of such an incident in connec-

tion with a UFO sighting he

immediately suspects an air-

craft was in the area and that

this is what happened.

In other words, I asked, when
all such ‘‘conventional” objects

as airplanes, weather balloons,

satellites, ete., along with

hoaxes, have been ruled out as

causes of UFO sightings, UFO's

must be natural phenomena?

“Yes,"’ the major replied.

What about Portage County's

UFO on April 17? Can a satel-
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MAJOR HECTOR Quintanilla,

bead of the Air Force’s Proj-

ect Blue Book, is pictured with

some of the objects that have

allegedly come from UFOs.

Most of them, the major points

out, are rocks, meteorites, and

otber objects which can be

reasonably explained.
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Temperature Inversions Can Confuse Inexperienced Radar O
lite or Venus move across a

car, light the ground ‘‘as if it

were noon’ with a brilliant

whiteness, or hover at extreme-

ly low altitudes such as 150

feet?

The major smiled. “Do you

think there is any possibility of

a hoax involved in our sight-

ings?” I asked. “No,” he re-

plied.

What about the deputies ob-

servations that the UFO chang-

ed directions and waited for

them? “The road is not straight,

it curves. They were changing

directions,"’ the major said.

“Did your contacts in Pitts-

burgh check with East Pales-

tine Ptl. Wayne Houston and

Conway, Pa. Ptl. Frank Panzan-

ella? What did they say?" Did

they corroborate what the Por-

tage County deputies told you?”

“To some extent,” the ma-

jor said, pulling out a carefuly

stapled-shut report he said con-

tained statements made by the

two men. ‘But they don't want

us to release their statements,

so I can’t show them to you,”

the major added.

“Major, what would it take
to convince you that UFO’s ex-

ist as something real?’' I ask-

ed, adding that now-famous
question put by a scientist to
Capt. Edward J. Ruppelt, for-
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perience considerable interfer-
ence.

“People keep bringing

up,” the major sighed,

“IT have never found a corre-

lation between alleged electrial

stoppages of autos and UFO's,”

the major said. Smiling, he add-

ed, ‘‘in most instances when the

drivers took their cars to ga-

rages, mechanics found faulty

distributors or other mechanical

failures.”’

Included in my question con-

cerning electro-magnetic _ ef-

fects was that of radioactivity

reported in some instances

or

this

come close to the ground.

The major did not comment

on radioactivity and UFO's, per-

haps unintentionally overlooking

that part of the question.

Re -rts are published from

time iv time concerning possible

crashes of UFO’s in the United

States. The major said he has

no knowledge of any such al-

leged crashes.

Neither, he said, does he
have any knowledge of an at-

tempt by UFO's to “make con-

tact’ through such means as

radio, blinking lights or other

signals.

What about reports that ani-

mals are disturbed at times by

UFO's in the area. This is one
feature of the Exeter, N.H. sight-

ings of last fall (ruled ‘‘un-

known” by the Air Force) when

animals in a farmer’s barn
were disturbed at the same

time UFO's were reported by
numerous people in the area.

“If a plane is coming in for

a landing, and the pilot puts his
flaps down at a certain point,

a high-frequency pitch is creat-
ed which is audible to animals’
sense of hearing,” the major ex-
plained.

He added that when he hears
of such an incident in connec-
tion with a UFO sighting he
immediately suspects an _ air-
craft was in the area and that
this is what happened,

In other words, I asked, when

all such ‘‘conventional” objects

as airplanes, weather balloons,

satellites, ete, along with

MAJOR HECTOR Quintanilla,

head of the Air Force’s Proj-

ect Blue Book, is pictured with

some of the objects that have

allegedly come from UFOs,
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ersions Can Confuse Inexperienced Radar Operators
causes of UFO sightings, UFO’s lite or Venus move across a
must be natural phenomena?

“Yes,’’ the major replied.

What about Portage County’s
hoaxes, have been ruled out as UFO on April 17? Can a satel-

Most of them, the major points

out, are rocks, meteorites, and

other objects which can be
reasonably explained.

car, light the ground ‘‘as if it

were noon’ with a brilliant

whiteness, or hover at extreme-

ly low altitudes such as 150

feet?

The major smiled. ‘Do you

think there is any possibility of

a hoax involved in our sight-

ings?” I asked. “No,” he re-

plied.

What about the deputies ob-

servations that the UFO chang-

ed directions and waited for

them? ‘‘The road is not straight,

it curves. They were changing

directions,” the major said.

“Did your contacts in Pitts-

burgh check with East Pales-

tine Ptl. Wayne Houston and

Conway, Pa. Pt]. Frank Panzan-

ella? What did they say?” Did

they corroborate what the Por-

tage County deputies told you?”

“To some extent,” the ma-

jor said, pulling out a carefuly

stapled-shut report he said con-

tained statements made by the -

two men. ‘But they don’t want

us to release their statements,

so I can’t show them to you,”

the major added.

“Major, what would it take

to convince you that UFO's ex-

ist as something real?” I ask-

ed, adding that now-famous
question put by a scientist to
Capt. Edward J. Ruppelt, for-

mer Blue Book chief: “Does a

UFO have to come in and Jand

on your desk...?”

Maj. Quintanilla, who has ob-

viously heard that one innumer-

able times, said he would ac-~

cept the word of astronomers.

He said they would know ‘“‘weeks

ahead of time” if visitors from

outer space were on their way

here.

“I haye no doubt there would
be all sorts of preparations to

welcome them when they land-

ed,” the major said, quite ser-

iously.
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Just how important is Project
Blue Book?

If appearances are indicative,
one is almost forced to come to

the conclusion: ‘not very.”

_ “If there is no such thing as
an ‘Unidentified Flying Object’,
is Project Blue Book actually
more of a_ public relations
group set up to placate the pub-

lic and government officials —
to Satisfy them that ‘UFO’ re-
ports are being thoroughly

check out?”

I asked the question of Major
Hector Quintanilla as we sat in
Blue Book's small, unimpres-
sive office at Wright - Patter-
son Air Force Base.

“Our main responsibility is
the air defense of the country.
We're interested in anything
that’s in the air. The Federal
Aviation Agency (FAA) and
Civil Aeronautics Administra-
tion (CAA have the responsibil-
ity for tracking objects.”

“Air defense of our country?”

I thought as I glanced at the
staff — only three Air Force
men composing the nation’s

headquarters for Investigation
of UFO reports, plus a secre-

Project Blue Book's own re-
port states that its task is ‘‘to

determine whether UFO's pose

a threat to the security of the
United States; and to deter-
mine whether UFO's exhibit any
unique scientific information or
advanced technology which

could contribute to scientific or

PROJECT

BLUE

BOOK

1966) FEBRUARY

J—

BLUE BOOK — JUST AN IMAGE?

technical research.”

That would seem to imply

that Blue Book is one of the

most vital parts of our nation’s

defense system. After all, if

there actually is ‘‘something’—

anything — in the skies above

us, we had better find out pret-

ty quickly what it is and where

it’s from,

And it would seem the prob-
lem becomes even more serious
if the object cannot be readily
identified within seconds or
minutes. UFO's — at least

when first reported — are “un-

knowns.’ This means they
could be anything, from an in-

nocent weather balloon to an
enemy aircraft or missile, to a
spaceship — or an hallucination.

It would seem that for a peri-
od of time the security of the
United States COULD be in
danger because the object is not
identified.

Blue Book's Feb. 1, 1966 re-
port states that ‘‘Air Force in-

terest in unidentified flying ob-
jects is related directly to the
Air Force responsibility for
the air defense of the United
States.”

And the Air Force has chosen’
to place this interest and __re-
sponsibility on the shoulders of
only three people at its head-
quarters.

It has given this “project” an
office of such modest propor-
tions and facilities that Maj.
Quintanilla’s desk is shoved
into a corner without benefit
of any sort of privacy one
might expect the head of so
“important’’ a project to have?

There is no evidence of any
sort of scientific equipment, or
computers, to make a quick, ac-

curate evaluation of a sighting
or to ultimately determine
whether the object exhibited
“advanced technology.”’

In fact, the only piece of mod-
ern, electrical equipment I saw
was a file, containing folders on

more than 10,000 sightings,
which rotated with the push of
a button. This is not to say there
isn’t any other equipment, but
Maj. Quintanilla did not men-
tion other facilities other than

the photo labs which he says
he can use if necessary.

Of course, the information of
Satellite tracking stations and
weather balloon launching sites,
etc. scattered throughout the
country is accessible by tele-
phone for investigation pur-
poses.

Many Americans say, p e r-
haps rather hopefully — “The
Air Force knows what the y
are, they just aren't telling us.”
Are they right?

Consider.... .
. . .the number of personnel

assigned to project head-
quarters. :

. . .the handling of files, with
no attempt, so far as I could

determine, to group sightings
by reported characteristics of
the objects to see if any pat-
terns could be established.

.» -no sense of urgency, that

was apparent anyway, to find

out “just what's going on up
there."’

- . 8m apparent tendency on
the part of Air Force UFO in-
vestigators to ignore certain
reported facts of a sighting,
such as the Portage County dep-
uties’ description of the object
as being ‘as big as a house at
an estimated 50 feet altitude.”

. . -Maj. Quintanilla’s state-
ment that “The most unpleas-
ant task is to tell people they
didn't see what they thought
they saw.”

. . -His statement in regard
to the Portage County sighting
that Venus was “‘the only thing
that could have been there for
that lang a time”

e Tool or
.. Air Force Regulation 2

2, Paragraph 3-c. .. .“‘Air For
activities must reduce the p.
centage of unknowns to t
minimum. Analysis thus far h
provided explanation for all t
a few of the sightings reporte
These unexplained sightings a
carried statistically as 1
knowns. If more immediate,
tailed objective data on the u
knowns had been ayailab:
probably these too could ha:
been explained,”’

. . JANAP 146, a Joint Chie
of staff directive: ‘Communic
tions Instructions for Reporti!
Vital Intelligence _Sightin,
(CIRVIS) from Airborne an
Waterborne Sources.” It al
applies to civil as well as mi
tary craft under certain con
tions, and Section III, Securi
210, has the effect of prohibiti
even commercial airline ‘pilo

as well as all military pers:
nel, from transmitting
revealing the contents
CIRVIS reports — includi
those on UFO's.

On the other hand, if the
Force is convinced that a
UFO's are misinterpretati
of conventional objects
national phenomena, there ri
ly isn't much to do except f{
out which conventional ob:
or natural phenomena the
server could have seen.

And this appears to be t
basis for the start — and fii
— of UFO investigations.
there was a satellite pas;
overhead at the time the
server spotted something

usual or startling in the sk:
was “probably a satellite”
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seem to imply

is one of the

of our nation’s

After all, if

“something’’—

he skies above

Tt find out pret-

it is and where

it’s from.

And it would seem the prob-

lem becomes even more serious

if the object cannot be readily

identified within seconds or
minutes. UFO’s — at least

when first réported — are ‘“‘un-

knowns.”’ This means _ they
could be anything, from an in-

nocent weather balloon to an

enemy aircraft or missile, to a

spaceship — or an hallucination.

It would seem that for a peri-

od of time the security of the
United States COULD be in
danger because the object is not
identified.

Blue Book's Feb. 1, 1966 re-

port states that “Air Force in-

terest in unidentified flying ob-

jects is related directly to the
Air Force responsibility for
the air defense of the United
States.”

And the Air Force has chosen’
to place this interest and re-
sponsibility on the shoulders of
only three people at its head-
quarters.

It has given this ‘project’ an
office of such modest propor-
tions and facilities that Maj.
Quintanilla’s desk is shoved
into a corner without benefit
of any sort of privacy one
might expect the head of so
“important” a project to have?

There is no evidence of any
sort of scientific equipment, or
computers, to make a quick, ac-

curate evaluation of a sighting

or to ultimately determine
whether the object exhibited
“advanced technology.”

In fact, the only piece of mod-
ern, electrical equipment I saw
was a file, containing folders on

more than 10,000 sightings,

which rotated with the push of
a button. This is not to say there
isn’t any other equipment, but
Maj. Quintanilla did not men-
tion other facilities other than

the photo labs which he says
he can use if necessary.

Of course, the information of
satellite tracking stations and
weather balloon launching sites,

etc. scattered throughout the

country is accessible by tele-

Phone for investigation pur-
poses.

Many Americans say, p e r-
haps rather hopefully — “The
Air Force knows what the y
are, they just aren’t telling us.”
Are they right?

Consider. ....
. . .the number of personnel

assigned to project head-

quarters.
. . .the handling of files, with

no attempt, so far as I could

determine, to group sightings
by reported characteristics of
the objects to see if any pat-
terns could be established.

. . .MO sense of urgency, that

Was apparent anyway, to find

out “‘just what's going on up

there."

. . .€m apparent tendency on

the part of Air Force UFO in-
vestigators to ignore certain
reported facts of a_ sighting,
such as the Portage County dep-
uties’ description of the object
as being “as big as a house at
an estimated 50 feet altitude.”

. . .Maj. Quintanilla’s state-
ment that “The most unpleas-
ant task is to tell people they
didn’t see what they thought
they saw.”

. . -His statement in regard
to the Portage County sighting
that Venus was “the only thing
that could have been there for
that long a time.”

2, Paragraph 3-c. . . .“‘Air Force
activities must reduce the per-
centage of unknowns to the
minimum. Analysis thus far has
provided explanation for all but
a few of the sightings reported.
These unexplained sightings are
carried statistically as un-'
knowns. If more immediate, de-
tailed objective data on the un-
knowns had been available,
probably these too could have
been explained."

. . JANAP 146, a Joint Chiefs
of staff directive: “‘Communica-
tions Instructions for Reporting
Vital Intelligence Sightings
(CIRVIS) from Airborne and
Waterborne Sources.” It also
applies to civil as well as mili-
tary craft under certain condi-

tions, and Section III, Security,
210, has the effect of prohibiting
even commercial airline pilots,

as well as all military person-

- The fact that

nel, from transmitting or
revealing the contents. of
CIRVIS reports — including
those on UFO's.

On the other hand, if the Air
Force is convinced that all

UFO’s are misinterpretations
of conventional objects or
national phenomena, there real-
ly isn’t much to do except find
out which conventional object
or natural phenomena the ob-

server could have seen.

And this appears to be the
basis for the start — and finish
— of UFO investigations. If
there was a satellite passing
overhead at the time the ob-
server spotted something un-

usual or startling in the sky, it
was “probably a satellite’ he
cow

he described it
as “big as a house and hover-
ing 50 feet off the ground” can
be attributed to ‘‘exaggera-
tion” or ‘‘misinterpretation.”’

The Air Force's Scientific Ad-
visory Board’s Ad Hoc Commit-
tee to Review Project Blue
Book has recomended expan-
sion of the project and contract-

ing scientific investigative work
out to universities.

Maj. Quintanilla, when ask-
ed if he was in favor of this
proposed program, said, “It
sure would make my job

easier."

“Could a better job of investi-
gation be done ifthere were
such an expansion?” I asked.

“It all depends,” the major
replied. ‘‘Once these gentlemen
get on board and are able to

conduct the investigations (any

way they want, naturally) there
should be. The scientists will

resuire help in the beginning,”

he added.

“It will create a_ better
image,” the major acknowl-
edged.

An image. . . .does that de-
scribe Project Blue Book?” ‘


