
ey . PROJECT 10073 RECORD
ot ieeerant

‘lh DATE + TIME GROUP , “| 2. LOCATION .

25 April 1966 26/0115-01202 Northeastern, United States

3, SOURCE 10, CONCLUSION

Civilians Astro (METEOR) “ at
4. NUMBER OF O5JECTS

One

5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION |11, BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS,

Seconds Object was very bright. It left an exhaust trail. Traveled jin |

; aE a straight. path and when it disappeared it broke up into

ere Ce Deeea vanes pieces. Numerous reports of a spectacular meteor was
)

Ground=Visual confirmed by the Smithsonian Institute.

7, COURSE

{ forth
North

;& PHOTOS

O Yos

JEN

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

D Yes

XKNo

FORM

FTD_ sep 63 0-329 (TDE) Previous editions of this form may be used.



Poge 5

27. inthe following sketch, imagine that you are at the point shown. Place an “‘A’’ on the curved line to show how

high the object was cbove the horizon (skyline) when you first saw it. Place o ‘'B"’ on the same curved line to

show how high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you last saw it. Place an ‘'A’’ on the compass

when you first saw it. Place o ‘*B’’ on the compass where you /ast saw the object.

28. Draw a picture that will show the motion that the object or objects made. Place an ‘‘A’’ at the beginning of the

poth, o ''B’’ ct the end of the path, end shuw ony changes in direction during the course.

29. IF there was MORE THAN ONE object, then how many were there? — /

Draw a picture of how they were orranged, and put an arrow to show the direction that they were traveling.



. Have you ever seen this, or a similar object before. If so give date or dates and location.

he

. Was anyone else with you at the time you saw. the object? (Circle One) No

31.1 IF you cnswered YES, did they see the object too? (Circle One) ( Wes ) No

31.2 Please list their nomes and addresses:

vd \ FE- SAmea

Poin ulin- L.0 perp on pegh rnt
Fae. Fbalt Git Coed, oe

32. Please give the following information Sai yourself;

Lest Nome First Nome Middle Nome

ADDRESS2 nan, Est shia fyEy ah teay mee
Street City Zone State

TELEPHONE nuns x Ot AGE wif sex ale ,
Indicate any additional information about yourself, including any special experience, which might be pertinent.

Foemeéerx TECH MCA IN TrELLIOnep LINGuST slyly

ol Ww PAF ‘ S2- $3.

33. ah"cto whom did ereport that you ae seen ‘iao ont, leeak prop to ‘
fae ul—45____ Month tos



34. Date you completed this questionnoire:

35. Information which you feel. pertinent and which is not adequately covered in the Specific points. of the
questionncire or oinafrative explanation of your sighting.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS 911TH TROOP CARRIER GROUP, MEDIUM (RESERVE) (CONAC)

GREATER PITTSBURGH AIRPORT, PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 15231

REPLY TO

atrnom CSS-1

sussect: UFO, Pittsburgh, Pa.

(FID)
ht-Patterson AFB, Ohio }5)\33

1. Unidentified Flying Objects seen in the Pittsburgh area 25 Apr. 66.

2. General resume* attached

x Dilene la; S. REHRER 1 Ateh
Infcrmation Officer Sighting and Summary

FOR THE,COMANDER



25 Apr 66 ir, PEt Upper Sinclair Townshi pidgin
Sighted UFO at 2015 on 25 Apr 1966 -- Rlueish Green emnited a trail

of white flame and sparks, round snub nose ball like comet.

erat rs - i aS St. Clair Hosp Aa
UFO sighted same time same description as one above.

non ow Mr Qian RD2 Chicora, P

UFO sighted same time same description as ones above.

v ' | Miss (-————i—ERERIR 0. Lebanon ie
UFO sighted same time same description.

wom oon Miss (smell. 8 licobeth, ellis
UFO sichted at 2037 25 Apr 1966 -- Cigar shaped blue green

streak South East to Northwest.

UFO sighted at 2015 -- East to North same description.

UFO sighted at 2015, same as above.

LAAT5: °°: OI. |
yte3 2020 Due North -- Red and Green oblong an

and a high rate of speed.

Glenwillard, Pa eK,
@n oblonged shaped.

pH. Arlington Hts, PalllM@ies
ed -- Large circular dise’ going north.

w tt n Mr. QRS 5160:5121270, Pa. RE ee |

UFO Siented -- round greenish disc |

n i n

" tt tt

" Ui} n

n a " fe. Oakdale, Pa. Pes
ented -- Long green bullet shaped object with fire

coming out the back end of it.

The inspecting officer did not observe the UFO. However,

nformation ¢iven the public by the news media indicated that

the UFO was either a Meteorite or a Satelite being burned up

by the earth's atmosphere.



GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY

WASHINGTON, D. C., 20007

April 25, 1966

UFO Investigation Unit
Air Force Base

sh to report thai at approximately 8710 this

ng, while dr g towards the east through

Georgetown University hiedical Area an

ex ely unusual é flying throu;

Whe object was a brisht, flaming turquoise
» It was hea owards the north and

sred to be losing altitude. I watched the

et for about

eared peluind she trees. I thought that it

airerart going down in flames, but I did
ion or other unusual sounds et

ting. The object was relatively

and slow-moving. It was a startling thing to

I would be very surphised if no-one else

I have no particular theory as to the
this object.

Sincerely,

aL

Class of 1966

School of Foreign Service
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FD (‘TDEW)
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 45433
27 April 1966

i East Islip, New York 11730

Reference your recent unidentified observation of 25 April 1966.

From the information which we have received it indicates that

you observed a meteor. In order to confirm our evaluation we would

appreciate your completing the attached FID Form 164 and returning
it in the envelope provided. Since this is a possible meteor

‘ sighting we would appreciate your permission to forward a copy of

oy your report to Dr. Charites P. Olivier, who is head of the American

4 Meteor society. :

2

¢

Hi
k

4 Your report indicated that you took photographs of the trail. We 1
, would Like to borrow the original negative for evaluation. We ‘ j

fi would return the negative with two prints to you upon completion

- | of analysis.

q We wish to:thank you for reporting your observation to the Air Force.

Sincerely, -

a QUINTANILLA, Jr, Major, USAF
Chief, Project Blue Book.



(



~
we Bay =a ee



Kee: cae

4g



| 

i ydegie a I aeLE75. a eee a

£4LV ate té Pot,



ca eeLLL at cones aa
ee shou le _ CPasctotg|

: aonWA be) V4 Gte net. Seen 67 Be iE¥

wy, —-—-—

Se ie we 3 SS aur hes LtFee
LG rede Par “Pe ty» thyanew— Ea

ie ee
:



Canene te hte a4 oa

ect 20/15 po.

areasA. CeeSeEN Ie roe 1
Wd



a
rece yer A"

,. pees



s GD /NCOD / CHARGE OF QUARTERS REPORT

INSTRUCTIONS

4 1. Read local instructions prior to completing this report. Bi

2. Desctibe any unusual happenings and actions taken in Section A. ‘|
3. Whon important phone calls are received, list the origin of the call, person calling and actions taken. i
4. Enter all timo, incidents and actions taken conceming itoms in Soction B,under Section A, i!

TYPoOF REPORT |
[yop NCOD Cica

TELcPKONG hUsooNS i
4 

ELL AWB TAF pei DEG) 
1

| A. : DUTIES PERFORMED
TIME REUARKS/ INCIDENTS OR EVENTS ACTION TAKEN

R2BOOkrs| 1. Initial Base Inspection | Mone. d

iy Kaktan 2. Meal in Consolidated Dizing Hall | Vere : |

12230-2330). 3. Conduct Inspections in "B" Below a i

| |

O02 OD | +. Base Inspection (Final) ol lealbepen it

4 5. Other activities (Use reverse : A i

7 as arrivals, Unusualunusual occurences, | ? f

eae Details should include hour, !
: eee action taken, persons notified, {i

{ i
ie aeq BUILDINGS /CGUIPHENT /ARCAS TO DE CHCCXED

_ [i Base Guard House pee = AG ts2 BX Cafeteria

GASE/SVAVION PRONZ RUMOLIS

" {FIRE DEPARTMENT ext 333 HOSPITAL / DISPENSARY

b oD /NcoD :
i ! Transportation ext 553 YOQ -VAO

b SIGNA URE (Peron Pes terceing Duty) [ bare7Ting—
DR GLA. FS) MOS F725
ren FORM 4 Fw dL Senetwe ot hve 1 LAD nin i



©

phat

xe y sare
reported. Sis

ohhanel / 1A 7 the yfrem endonrs loack POF 2)upon phen — 7 F nog GE, ke saa Ricx that sAhey ee

(

Allman of /s¢ APF Porsortel aely sec phar oe
“US Flag must de Flown hall Stal orn 26 Aprl fo,
Aeath oF Forme-~ See of Pe, eAnse | MM Lewis GEA nz Gorm, Tac

ao” oft on rec aAWYISedP at 17OB hes, = heconkirined wick she APOa f, 4
ROROArS F Un rdenatipred Fl The OP:
Vas stdclenJy- Swampect with telephore cells
UFO, ar ahous ROROKrs, At Sirst+
a jer aircraly. had crashed

Stewart AFA So mans
received 4y this offVee
base operations or

M700 hrs2 Maj}

phe

7a ‘ec G ae~u7. 06) Se aa Ce oSf /f@
Ep or AIA gy a

aN calls inkl cadod phe
aAleniy RO -3O py ifs Moran of2

IN Cem jr g. calls were
thak ZF was vache to con xc &

‘wnttiakre and arr Ad rocigh phe Ar 2
2 : Views Telephone alls were SEL OOD gm RAK. >) < “/

PeINETIZON co nop f) CAS ONS LA an atten Pr +o Gor Fhe
¢ : 

; , 4informa Hen to at lease 2 Sew ComméinX arc Gpera PICAS
dividuals a. Goh factekh & Gl Jehnson, Gl Goll etn atteprp tec!

Yo Contact Col Mecre. fy He #+ime TL was
try +2 Continve with the

adble ae

CMEergen cy. notilicattan |
the incident was nox an atrernlh ‘accicleny

did not carry out he nettPretor process,

At No yime aid the OP'S ASice make or releucre
een a J Hess as yo te natrre Ff phe YO, TE oLtr-

: - 4 tbeseveral news ciyencies, callect and indicafed. phot phuy

4 y J sZL hed wbpermipet
; 

&

anck pherefore

Su rPrliise,

had i heark that. an oDiva/ inlormation release fad been made 4>
Stewart AFP, The source of pis alle el es, centled nor
Je pracet and jnaformation Concerning thts release jvs ad

dest Secend- Aa jot Ar approximately R200krs we were Informect phatGriPliss AFA Ket released an WGitinl statement
An attempt was on e yo receive aif 7 elephare calls cial

recorc the. LaAMEeg and telos done nNanibers and all prforn

Sor at lam 1s on fhe a ie heet PESO Fe
-. Observation L Reco amendatio &

“operators did a” Pine LB

Aton

DT feel ther the suse

Aaxy

Srerp by “give UP The problem 1s ¢hat or a wiile
we hac all eight lines “evrher Being answere® ar~ blinkiig
£ ringing ar US. for a Fime (+ was IMpors ible JO Severn

“pry to 1tarzt!ate a notilrearton, CCOMMANA § FARE 1H \

line de avo alest sy

eae se plas oe dod calle can Le ecto,

suck aA sv tua tion at leas}? one |



Ty

: a

h
t

4 
ee 

C
S
E
Eo
e

Sy*

(e
o)

i

OF

pore 8:20 pm,
70 NORGHBAS:

2D 2 Ur Eenp STA":
BUP JUST RULE

oeTOM AS

NATIONAL

ee

SED SUL

iIND To. as ASS
BLED A BLUES:IS8— wi

Boer PROM THR BLUE
SEPARAD}

SCRIP!‘TOL:

iy

CHALC

J ORSUY AVE I? LIpe _UP

r

(
PIR2 PROTECTION

BOSTON, MASS ..

aie

pADTED

LIVél 1 AVE

% OVER

Iop

A A MOTO:
D TOWAT 2D

‘ATORee
1B RADIO.
LB 20) TAD BASH OFFICBRISVZRED AND TOLD 1 4 YOU

Au I SAID I
we ATED NOT SURE O:

RAUGDR A aoe PRIS
/ OMDETD VALU RY

i PRIVATR RH
mt . WHICH T

TH ¥
Tf WHILS I? Prog

5 oe DIRUCDION
7 HER VIEWS

“HO AcoTDEND

2 OUT On
WOULD CALL ON
iF OBIEcCT.

HE BULBAU J AND HG STATS D
THAT Te COULDBB A

ROAD

ASSOCIATION

D

TO) NORTEEA= .HDA

uD OF



FID (TDEW)
wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 45433

11 May 1966. -

wayne, New ti: 07470
Dear SR_ialipe

We appreciated your inquiry about the suspected unidentified

flying object observation on 25 April 1966. The UFO has been

ccnfirmed by the Smithsonian Institute as a meteor observation.

Numerous reports were received by this office on said date,

end all have been determined to be a result of this meteor.

Sincerely,

i)
aot
HEGTOR QUINTANILLA, Jr, Major, USAF
Chief, Project Blue Book
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FIRE ALARM ZONES end LOCATIONS

PORT JERVIS. NEW YORK

123 Second & King Sts.

Riverside School

West End School
Skydyne

Hammond & Fosler Sts.

Franklin and Church Sts.

Harcelow and Fowle: Sts,

Hill and Fowler

Elizabeth & Joe

East Main & Etizal

Sussex & Broome

West Main St. & Washington Ave. f

Best Main'Se. & Grand View Ave

Sc. Mary's Home

St. Stary's School

Eyelet Factory (Sussex St.)

Sullivan Ave. School

ine and Glass Sts.

Culvert and Howard Sts.

Kingston Ave. & ilamilton St.
Pine St. & Kingston Ave.

East Maia St. & Kingston Ave.

Neversink Ave. & Prospect St

Home for Aged (Canal St.)

1 Pennsy! vacia Ave. & Orchard St.
Pennsylvania Ave. & Frank.in St.

Pennsylvania Ave. & Froat St.

Oxca and Hammond Sts.
Owen and Front Sts.

Eact Mtisn and Nocth Sts,

East Main and South Sts.

Last Min St. (No. 6 Hose House)
East Main Street School

Patterson St. & North Maple Ave. jf

16 West Main and Gai
17 West Main and Willard Ses.
18 Erie and Harold S

Francis Sts.

21 Pike and East Main Ses.
22 Pike and Beoome Sts.

25. Pike and Hammond Sts
24 Pike and Front Ses

25 eons St. (I. C. Peaney Co.)
26 Fowler St. & Jersey Ave.

27 Ball and Sussex Ses.

31 Horabeck Ave. & Orange S:

32 Broad and Rumsey Sts.

33 Richard & Orange St
34 Cross and Hudson Sts.

35. Maiden Lane & Reserv

36 Elmendorf and Hudson
1 East Main St. & Se:

42 Orchard & Church

43 Barcelow St. & Se

44 Ball Sc. & Seward Ave

43. Church and Front Sts.

4G Jersey & Seward Aves

47 Church Seeet Schoo!

31 Ryantosn

$2 Kingston Ave. & Mohask St
(No Box)

ingston Ave, & Cahoonzie St.
(No Box)

th Sta. This map was printed

through the courtesy of

the PORT JERVIS

Anion-Gezette

© FIRST

© FAST

l] 62 Erie Steel Cas Yard 432 Beaghe and Minisiok Aves.
3 71 Kolmar Lab. (Skyline Drive) 441 High School

112 Liberty and Erie Sts. 442 Sc. Francis Hospital
113 Buckley and Erie Ses. 451 Ease Main and Ball Sts.
114 Lumber and King Ses. 2111 Regal Lingerie (Pike St.
115 Railroad Ave. & Thompson St.

Pike and King Sts. In case of FIRE Dial 4-7411 SHOP in

RINGSTON Ave. C2, 2 3 is WATAMOKAS FIRE BOXES Port Jervis eee
: en where value
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LeGat STENOGRAPHER

78 CEDAR STREET, KINGSTON, N. Y.

TELEPHONE FE 86-5866

Stewart
2 :

4003re

Newbur2

Gentle:

,of this evening gt. Kennedy.
ured as follows; sichted this date;

on,

ther neighbors.

ect center of

ton, Mae general oirection
Approximate south vest to North Last direction.

estimate of less than one wile.

; funnel shaped, with cart in front; Blue-ior (oright), with yellow. and red flashes enitting
e Entire vody appeared to be a solic

traveled out of our

utely no noises

very. cistinct vaport rail which appeared much
left by Jet Aircraft.

Opinion: fhis apdeared to be

puke



TT

Kingston, WN. Y¥.
26 april 66

4603 Headquarters Squadron
tAe F. Be.

Newburgh, N. Y.

Subjects UFO sightings of 25april 66

Dear Sir;

The following is a report of two sightings of objects in the sky

on the night of 25z5ril 66. Witnesses in both cases were Mrs.

Arvo sho, three children, neighbors and myself. Ovr position at
the time was on Union Center Rd. in Ulster Park, N. Y. which is

approximately eight miles south of Kingston, N. Y. between town

of Rifton and 9W.

The occurances went as follows:

avoroximately 8:10 - 6{15P.H. a flickering light drew my att-{ At

| ent to the sky wnere I saw what I believed to be a meteor,

j ris ching at high 2ititude from the S.SW in a direct path slightly
to north, passi over St. Remy area and passing on to the i. NE.

The object was headed by a red mass with a blue to yreen trail
vroximately 4-5 times the size of the mass. Because of the high

elevation we witnessed "purnout" and disintigration of it above the

horizon. A hissing noise was heard by all and sounded much like a
sky eket. We estimated by height and size that the disirfigration
eccured in the area just north of the Kingston Rhinecliff Bridge in
the vicinity of Red Hook. Approximately 90 seconds following dis-
intigration we heard what could be described as sonic boom probably

from its entrance into atmosohere. Because of our elevation and
relatively good visibility, I could say that the track did not con-
tinue beyond the horizon but did burn out completely.

Thirty minutes later reports started to come in over my uncles two-

way on 14 HC that a vehicle was sighted hovering in the Red Hook
area station first sighting it described it as sn oval shaped

brilli y lit and around 1,000 ft in length. Further reports stated
that it S moving in e S. South Westerly direction at ranid speed.

it sightings were slichltly west of Rhinecliff on the east
bank or the Hudson. At this voint we again went outside and immedicte-
ly sighted the object(UFO) at an estimated altitude of 11- 12,000 ft.
anprosching from the Rhinecliff area. Passing to the south of us over

Esopus, it steadily gained altitude and at what I would say was the
rate of a B52 under full power, leaving no trail of any kind. At an

estimated altitude of 30,000 ft. it gained sseed and finally disa»peared
from view in the sky somewhere over Monticello area.



Description of the vehicle was oval, looking much like 4 blimp
pus at least eight times larger than Iv've seen before. It was
brightly illuminsted over its entire surface with band of brich$-
er light extending from the front and tapering off towards the
rear of the vehicle. From further resorts over the two wey radio
we learned that those who made the first sightings were zoing to
contact Poughkeepsie airport and Stewart Field. The sightings
were confirmed by at least 6 other ham radio operators in the
erea. It is evident from the oress releases that the presence of

the second sighting was obscured by the excitement of the first.

Might I also add that I have just completed four years with the
Force and of 211 the things I've witnessed nothing compares

rith that which +e saw last evening. Please forward me inforn-

ation as to »rcper channels for future referance.

Thank you.

Very truly yours,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

STAFF MESSAGE BRANCH

INCOMING MESSAGE

AF IN : 12899 (5 May 66) O/jja Pg 1 of 2

ACTION: NIN-7

INFO : XOP-1, XOPX-2, SAFOS-3, DIA-1, RDC-4 (19) ADV CY DIA

SMB B23R1TU JAM RUEDGMAS131 “¥242052-UUUU--RUEDHQA.
ZR UYU

R 9419352

FM 52FT2G SUFFOLK COUNTY AFB NY

TO RUED424 /CSAF eneg

RUEDHQA/SECRETARY OF THE AF YA ates
RUYMEVA/ADC

RUEDYAA/14> STEYART AFB NY

RUEDBOA/21A IRD IV MCGUIRE AFB NU

RUESSAA/AFSC

BT

UNOLAS 52000 93122 MAY 66,
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Flower and Cook Observatory Reprint No. 171

The Great Bolide of April25, 1966

CHARLES P. OLIVIER, Director, American Meteor Soctety

N THE ABOVE DATE, at about

7:14 p.m, Eastern standard time,

a remarkable bolide entered the

earth's atmosphere over the eastern

United States. Traveling northward very

slowly, it finally broke into fragments

and ended over eastern Canada. It also

left a long-enduring train, seen for a

maximum of !§ minutes.

Immediate steps were taken to collect

eyewitness reports. In eastern Maryland

at the time, the writer telephoned the

Washington Evening Star, which then

published a request for observations.

From this I received perhaps 50 reports.

Sky AND TELEscoPE supplied the original

accounts used in its June article, while

the Franklin Institute in Philadelphia

furnished many others. Eventually, the

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base sent in

a large number, as did the National In-

vestigation Committee on Aerial Phenom-

ena.

In all about 200 reports were assem-

bled, including those from American Me-

teor Society members. Although the

descriptions varied in accuracy and useful-

ness, enough data were collected to per-

mit deriving quite an accurate path for

the meteor. After the preliminary path

had been found. it was checked against

a large number of reports received later

from the Hayden Planetarium in New

York C The writer is grateful to all

these institutions and to the reporting

observers for making the computation of

the fireball’s path feasible.

Although several excellent photographs

included trees and telegraph poles, no

facts were given as to their heights and

directions, so exact measurements were

impossible. However, one print from

Dennis Cassia at Thornwood, New York,

showed the moon, giving a good position

for a point on the metcor train. The

other photographs indicated the path’s

approximate slope and showed train

drift, but no accurate altitudes or azi-

muths were obtained from them.

The usual reduction’ procedure was

followed. A large-scale chart was pre-

pared covering the whole region, with

one millimeter representing one minute

of are in latitude. The observers’ sta-

tions were then plotted and azimuth lines

drawn in the directions reported for

points on the meteor’s trail. We were

fortunate in having a number of observ-

ers near Princeton, New Jerscy, all of

whom reported that the bolide crossed

the zenith. Their mean positions gave a

very accurate point on the projected path.

Probably the bolide became visible

somewhat south of the beginning point we

determined, but efforts to obtain reports

from the area farther south did not suc-

ceed. Newspapers there did not give local

reports but reprinted northern ones. But

what we have assigned as the beginning

point seems a good anchor for the pro-

jected path. Over New York State a pri-

mary burst occurred (B! on chart), and

later a secondary burst (B®), followed

by two more; the main ones gave fairly

well-defined points. The end point was

cetermined as well as could be, although

I had few Canadian observations.

Some reports were of exceptional value.

Five AMS members plotted the part of

the path seen from their stations. One

observer cach in Washington and Balti-

more made what amounted to instrumen-

tal measures of the azimuth and altitude

of a point on the path. Many persons

i

AMERICAN METEOR SOCIETY FIREBALL NO. 2388

Date 1966 April 25.51 UT
Sidereal time at end point 142° 45° (Qh 31m)

Began over Long. +74° 33°, lat. 488° 45’, height 111 km.

Ended over Long. +74° 19, lat. 445° 25’, height 24 km.

Projected path 738 km.

Actual path le 742 km.

Radiant corrected for curvature Altitude 3°.4, azimuth 1°.5

Parabola

Harrisburg

+40"

The April fireball went across New
Jersey and New York, into Canada.

At point T a long-enduring train be-
came visible; at B! and B? bursts oc-
curred. Longitudes and latitudes of

these points are given by the author
as: T, +74° 30’, +40° 35’; B, +74° 23’,
+-48° 10; B2, +-74° 21’, +44° 10". The

beginning and end points are X and Y.

gave more or less accurate estimates of

one of these coordinates.

The preliminary projected path ran

almost due north, and the final direction

was from 1°.5 west of south to 1°.5 east

of north. This can hardly be more than

a degree in error. Now that the projected

path was determined, a vertical diagram

was constructed. The observed altitude

angles were corrected for the earth’s curva-

ture (probably a useless refinement in

many cases), and from them 95 estimates

of heights were determined, not counting

Orbit solutions Ellipse Hyperbola the six zenith sightings. More weight

Azimuth of radiant 1°5 1°55 195 was assigned to heights that depended on

j Altitude of radiant —2°3 A 291 plotted points in the sky or actual mea-

Right ascension 140°.1 140°.6 surements. Then a straight line was

4 Declination —56°.8 —16°.7 drawn to fit the 95 heights as well as
Longitude 181°.6 168°.3 possible. From this diagram, the slope of
Latitude —65°.2 —59°.9 —57°.2 the path was 6° 44’, which must be cor-

Scemimajor axis in A. U. 2.78 - 197 rected by —8° 20° for the earth’s curva-

Eccentricity 0.88 1.0 1.34 ture, so that at the end point of the path

Inclination to the ecliptic 25°.6 28°.7 29°.0 the observed altitude of the radiant was 8°

Longitude of ascending node 215°.2 215°.2 215°.2 24’, In each orbit calculation, the appro-

Longitude of perihelion 25°.3 285°.2 224°.9 priate correction for zenith attraction was
Perihelion distance in A. U. 0.32 0.97 0.96 applied. Usually in meteor calculations

only whole degrees have real significance,



but minutes of arc were retained in this

work, and final results were rounded off

to 0°.1.

The vast majority of observers saw the

fireball as blue, green, or green-white over

most of its path, but a few reported a

change to yellow or orange towards the

end, after disintegration. Magnitude esti-

mates scatter from —4 to —18 because of

differences in distance to the path and

in observer training. Disregarding dis-

tance, the average of 83 estimates is —10.

Many observers compared the angular di-

ameter of the fireball with the moon's,

their results ranging from 8’ to 30'.

Very near its end, the bolide was cap-

tured in three photographs by Veronica

Schwartz at Baldwinsville, New York,

which record successive stages of the dis-

integration. As the last picture on the

June, 1966, cover shows, fully a dozen

large fragments and many smaller ones

appear. This multiplicity added to the

difficulty of distant observers in fixing the

end point.

No reliable observer saw the whole

path and also estimated the time the

bolide took to traverse it. We sought to

calculate the average velocity through the

atmosphere by combining observed sector

and duration in the 20 cases where both

were recorded. The average velocity

comes out 23.5 =6.6 kilometers per sec-

ond, and the overall duration 31 seconds.

Three orbits were calculated for the

meteoroid in space around the sun: el-

lipse, parabola, and hyperbola. These

correspond respectively to velocities of

$8, 42, and 47 kilometers per second at

the earth's distance from the sun. The

corresponding velocities relative to the

earth are 12.5, 18, and 23.5 kilometers a

second, the last being the observed value.

However, if the actual orbit lies between

the elliptical and the parabolic cases, the

body might have come from the asteroidal

zone, since the orbital inclination to the

plane of the ecliptic is not too large.

After the fireball had passed through

the atmosphere, its train lasted so long

that a nonuniform drift would be ex-

pected. Photographs show that it did

not remain straight but appeared wavy,

the irregularitics being small except near

the end. The train was compared in ap-

pearance to the trail left by a jet air-

plane, and many descriptions include the

word “‘smoke.”

Two observers, D. B. Smith (Platts-

burgh, New York) and D. K. Speed (Glas-

tonbury, Connecticut), charted both the

fireball and train on AMS maps. The

general drift of the train was westward,

but it developed humps that made the

direction of motion unclear, Four other

observers described the travel as to the

west, two to the east.

T. D. Nicholson (Woodcliff Lake, New

Jersey) observed the train in much

detail. He noted its general drift as to

the west-northwest, and that it started

15° southwest of the zenith and was vis-

ible to 10° above the horizon, which was

formed by buildings. This report is sig-

nificant because many observers in Vir-

ginia, Maryland, and southern New Jer-

sey did not mention a train, and a few

stated specifically that there was none.

Most of these people saw only the first

part of the path.

From all the evidence, we infer that

the train (T) began to be visible at a

height of 90 kilometers, about 200 kilo-

meters from the beginning point of the

path, and then extended in some form

or other to the end.

Just before this paper was completed,

H, Oliak’s very full discussion of the

fireball of January 14, 1965, over Poland

and Germany, appeared in Mitteilungen

27, Babelsberg Observatory. That fireball

also had a very long, almost horizontal

path, and its apparent magnitude was

—11. On various assumptions, he calculat-

ed a diameter from 0.6 to 1.5 meters

and a mass from 500 to 6,000 kilograms.

The analogy suggests that the April 25th

bolide was quite a massive body too,

though somewhat smaller, and that it

should have dropped meteorites. The

debris, if any, would have fallen on Ca-

nadian territory, and for this reason P. M.

Millman of Ottawa has also made a de-

tailed derivation of the path.

William Blitzstein, of the University of

Pennsylvania astronomy department, has

given me valuable advice on certain

points of this study.

Reprinted from Sky AND TELEscoPE, Vol. XXXIII, No. 2, February, 1967.



Fire Ball ‘a Meteor’
(Continued from Page 1)

200 to 300 miles. . . we really; Another woman called the
don’t know what it was.” Press, yelling “What are you

going to do about this? ...
Neither did John F. McHale,! Everyone here at our place fs‘city editor of the Press, who scared to death. . . do some-

on his way back to newspaper thing.” S
after dinner, said ‘“‘the object i

itself was more green than blue] Twenty Air Force reservists!

. . . I'd call it turquoise. The|meeting outside Rochester said

tail was colorless and the vapor|the ball of light maintained a

trail was visible, for quite a|‘‘very steady, flat trajectory.”|-
length of time.”

4 However, there were many

Police departments were also| conflicting reports on what the

bombarded with calls. object looked like and where}
5 jjit was headed. But most wit-

eee Pale eae tiey, had nesses said that it was headed
from’ south to north, in a se-'

State Police at East Herki-|quence of changing colors of

mer said they had between 60jred, blue and white, the New

and 70 calls. A trooper said) York Times News Service re-

most reported an explosion, ported,

The object was more or less} The majority of the sightings
identified by the majority of|occured about 8:15, from mainly
the callers as a spectacular dis-| Boston to Washington.

play of colors. Most reported
«7 Dr. Asher Chapman, an exam-'

Tran candle with as masy ayliner for the F.A.A., said that he
“4 ish’? rushed to the window of his

Soe evsots reputed tie Om: Glen Cove home to see the ob-
Ject separated into two. Most|Ject traveling “about 1,000 feet

ae above ground, 300 to 400 miles
gered te object ee or an hour, from south to north.”
feet.” Assistant Professor ‘Anthony
The Associated Press said it|Aveni at Hamilton College said,

rts fi Maii “It sounds exactly like a giant

bea tse) Std ak pispales whe fire ball, a bright meteor, not
Ohio. at all uncommon .. . except for

pictures of it. We observe three
In Utica, the first caller saidjor four a year. The public is

she saw “‘an object near Deer-lespecially conscious of things
field Hill,” thought it was alin the sky and everyone is sky-
plane on fire. watching these days because of

In Rome, police handled 12 PRBUSILY given:to UEO)s;3
calls in 10 minutes, Pine on Pe rxuted out any-

“) ing but it g a meteor,

vino lives in NewHarford,sa] ce, $t wasn't picked up by
he was at a Route 12 filling Wane
station when he spotted ‘‘a green] Dr. Curtis Hemenway, direc-
object, with a fiery white tail,| tor of the Dudley Observatory in
very high up that exploded sen-|Albany, the AP reported, said,
sationally.”” “as near as I can judge it was
Montgomery County Deputy a giant fireball and it was big

enough to indicate that a me-
Fein Gil te Gee eek teorite should have fallen some-

»

his living room window—’’a fan- where north of Albany.”
tastic sight.” Hemenway said he would like

to get some sightings and photo-

the state reporting a bright ob- meteorite.
ject in the sky that burned out} David Fisher, a professor in
after several seconds, the enginéering-physics depart-
John Calabrist, vicechairman ment at Cornell University, said

hat most observers saw as aof the Broom County Astronom-|
ical Society, said that, in his| bright ball giving off sparks be-
opinion, the object was a man-|fore it was extinguished “‘prob-
made satellite breaking up. ably was little asteroids.”
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EXCITEMENT AT PROCTOR—Dana DeGeorge, left, and

Vincent Femia, were the talk of Proctor Higa School today.

Everyone wanted to see the camera that DeGeorge used to

ands See Fireball

photograph a fiery ball that brightened the skies over the

Ulica area last night. (Photo by Lea Hobaiea.)

Utica Observer-Dispatch - 26 Apr 66

Young Utican’s $8 Camera Puts

‘Something in the S
By GARY STRANGES .

Dana DeGeorze didn’t get much sleep last night, what with

an interview from the Utica newspapers and a telephone call

from the New York Times.

And, it looks as though the picture he took of a fireball wing-

ing its way across the night sky will be ping him awake

for nights to come.

Dana, 14, th the fireball just might be a UFO, but some

authorities say it was a meteor, (UFO is, of course, an un-

identified flying object).

The Proctor School freshman and a friend snapped

four pictures of the fireball last night on Dana's §$ used 35

mim, camera,

e s e

ed by a number of authorities as

nds from the Eastern Seaboard to
THE FIREBALL, ic

a meteor, excited

Ohio as it flashed across the sky.

In Utica and Central New York, the spectacle prompted a

flurry of fearful calls to police agencies and rave reviews

from a number of other onlookers.

The pholo that came out, revealing a spectacular ball of

fire and tail, was beamed nationally by The Associated Press

Wirephoto network.

Dana said he is sending an enlargement of the photo that

appears in today’s O-D to the National Investigation Commit-

tee on Acrial Phenomena (NICAP), a private body that thinks

the Air Force isn’t telling all it knows about UFOs.

“TI don't really think it was a meteor,"’ Dana said today, a

little groggy from a near-sleepless night.

“But Pin not qualified,” Dana admitted, “I’m more inclined

to think it was a UFO than a meteor.”
e ° e

Il ALL STARTED last night when Dana, the son of Mr.

and Mrs. Ralph DeGeorge of 1200 Greenview Drive, and his

buddy, Vincent Femia, 14, of 1609 Crouse St., were working

on their scrapbook of UFO newspaper clippings.

Both hoys want to be astronomers and have geared their

studies toward science.

Dana and Vincent went outside to hang around when “Vin-

cent nudged me,’ Dana said,

“Dany, look over there,” Vincent recalled telling Dana.

Vincent said he saw the fireball pass roughly from south to

north.

“It first started to come in like a small star, Then it got, green and traveled in a north-northwest direction,

pGauthetye i:

DANA'S PHOTO — This is te picture of the meteor that
‘ le 3gomm camera, He used
hl at 1/25 second und f. 2.8 to 4.
The Associated Press transmitted the picture nationally.

perhaps as



“But I'm not qualified,” Dana admitted, “I’m more inclined ~

to think it was a UFO than a meteor.”
e ° e

IT ALL STARTED last night when Dana, the son of Mr.

and Mrs. Ralph DeGeorge. of 1200 Greenview Drive, and his

buddy, Vincent Femia, 14, of 1609 Crouse St., were working

on their scrapbook of UFO newspaper clippings.

Both boys want to be astronomers and have geared their

studies toward science,

Dana and Vincent went outside to hang around when “Vin-

cent nudged me,’”’ Dana said. -

“Dana, look over there,” Vincent recalled telling Dana.

Vincent said he saw the fireball pass roughly from south to

north.

“It first started to come in like a small star. Then it got

bigger. It seemed like it was burning and traveling pretty

fast, faster than the speed of sound. It was greenish-blue, more

on the greenish side,’’ Vincent recalled.

Vincent supports Dana’s stand that what they saw might

be a UFO.

“I'm taking all points of view,’’ Vincent said. .

Both boys said the fireball was in sight longer than any

meteorites that they had seen before, and that the spectacle

was reported over too widespread an area to be just a meteor.

“A meteor would have disappeared in a short time,” Dana

said.
e s e

ir Force spokesmen and others explained the

2or, a falling satellite or a bolide, a type of

itself out more slowly.

0 flooded police and newspaper switch-

SCIENTISTS,

fireball as a m

meteor that

The thousands

boards, described it

ball, or flying saucers,

Dr. Thomas C. Nicholson, chairman of the H2>

um, called the object an exceptionally bright

a’ multicolored, wing vapor trail. He s:

10,000 times bri r than the brightest star at

“One of the ui tal things about it is that ppeared over

a large city,” he said, “and therefore a lot people saw it.’”

Dr. Nicholson explained that similar meteors appear every

day hut aren't reported because “very little of the world

actually is populated.’’

A 1956 report estimated that 200 million visit

| into the earth's osphere every day. Mos

not nearly so bright as last nignht’s fireball.

The astrono! , who said the fireball pro

at an angle of 75 to §0 degrees to the earth in

estimated that it weighed ‘‘perhaps sevéral h

But Dr, Fred L. V

physical Observatory in Cambridge, Mass., said: “It was a

meteor which must have been less than the size of a football.”

A spokesman for the U.S. Naval Observatory in Washington

| said the object probably was net a mau-made satellite, as

| some believed, because none was scheduled to re-enter the

| atmosphere at that time.

en Planetari-

2or that left

3 probably

ight.

le meteors zip

however, are

was moving

western sky,

adred pounds,””

- 28 ©

MOST REPORTS said the object turned from white to

TER — This is how the meteor looked

kies, seconds after it had passed oyer the

Utica area. Jack French, staff photographer of the Kingston,

“1d [invjo pavog ednQ ayy UO Jeas eB

doy oyepIpued eB ‘uoyjaH Souprs

variously as a jet airplane crash, a fire-«

pple, director of the Smithsonian Astro-.

*e. "WV :
404 panoo0y

sab ( uajja9| — qaoddng auo px UBULY GYD)

DANA'S PHOTO — This is the picture of the meteor that
Dana DeGeorge took last night with a 35mm camera, He used
Plus-X film, black and white, at 1/25 second and f. 2.8 to 4,
The Associated Press transinitted the picture nationally.

green and traveled ‘in a north-northwest direction, perhaps as
high as 40 to 80 miles above the carth. A path of fluorescent
gases trailing the object was reported visible for as long a

10 minutes in some areas.

The fireball, estimated to be going about 35 miles a second,

was reported to have exploded or cisintegrated on the north

horizon.

A General Electric Co. electrical engineer, J. Russell Clark
of 3 Norris Drive, Whitesboro, said he and his son, Don, 15,

saw the object break up “within 50 miles.’ The father said,

“I'm sure it wasn’t a meteorite. It was (00 low with too Mat

@ trajectory.” He estimated its altitude at 1,000 to 5,000 feet.

Russell said it might have been some “space hardware” re-

entering the atmosphere.

Another on-looker was Deborah Jones, 14, daughter of Mr.

and Mrs. Robert Jon Morgan Road, Marcy, who. saw the

ains and

Force Base spokesman said it definitely was

“Tt was either a meteorite or a satellite re-enter-not a plane.

ing the atmosphere and burning up as it di

Among the calls last night to Utica nev

dents who described the fireball as “sheer beau

turquoise » » « Magnificent.”

° e e

ANOTHER CALLER ‘was Dana, who told a jubilant news

staff he had snapped the fireball’s picture.

Dana, a photographer for about two years, was brought to

the newspaper where. technicians Geveioped the picture. The

picture then was sent nationwide by the AP.

Dana, who came up with one of the few known shots of the

fireball, said he would hang on to the negative.

Dana left the Utica newspapers’ office about 11 and stayed

up a while telling his parents all about events of the night.

About 1 a.m., a New York Times reporter phoned the boy

for his account of the “meteor” and how he got the snapshot.

“He said the photo was pretty good,” Dana said of the Times

reporter, “He congratulated me and told me it was for a Page

One story.- I couldn't steep after that.’

Whatever the fireball was — a meteor’s dying farewell, a |

satellite's unscheduled trip back to earth or forbidding UFOs,
Dana said he’s sending in his membership application Friday
to UFO organization, NICAP.

were resi-

+ beautiful

itd d by a blue-greon

tail as it hurtled through the earth's atmosphere. (AP)

JOUY SG: Dremu
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

STAFF MESSAGE BRANCH

INCOMING MESSAGE

AF IN : 12899 (5 May 66)

‘TO NORTH (5) FIVE SECONDS.

PAGE 2 RUEDSVA5181 UNCLAS

Ce (1) NAKED EYE (2) (3) N/A.

D. (1) 15252, 23 APR 56 (2) DUSK.

E. CITY OF ORDSLEY, NY.

F. THE FOLLOYING PERSONS REPORTED SUBSTANTIALLY

THE SAME INFO 4S REFLECTED asove. ¢7> AgggmIaes,

ae Moire

(2) VRGQIIMMIMB ACE N/A ADDRESS SYOSSETT NY PH: QaBImMMIN
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EAST NORTHPORT Ny PH Millian

G. (1) EXCELLENT (2) MINDS NY AT 12 KNOTS (3) N/A (4)
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H. N/A

1. N/A

Je N/A

K. CONSIDERING FLURRY OF CALLS RECEIVED AND STATE-

MENT DECLARED BY STEWART AFB HEARD ON LOCAL RAD!O,

THIS REPORT "AS ACCOUNTED FOR BY THE METEOR SHOWER

'VHICH ‘NAS SEEN FROM VIRGINIA TO MAINE ON 25 APR 66,

AFHO 22%, 0-309C UNCLASSIFIED



“Sparkler —
in- the
called
By ROBIN PEARLBERG

“It was just gorgeous....a

huge sparkler moving across

the sky.” ‘

This was just one of scores of

calls that flooded The Herald-

Journal switchboard between)

8:15 and 9:30 last night. The!

calls started pouring in after;

thousands of Syracusans, like

others in northeastern states,’

witnessed the dazzling celestial

phenomenon which immediately,

set off a mass display of won-
derment.

Scientists said it was probably
a tiny meteor, disintegrating as

it entered the atmosphere on a

plunge toward earth.

From the Carolinas to Canada

and as far inland as Ohio, the

celestial object thrilled and as-|

tonished thousands as it soared

on a northwesterly path with.a

bright multi-colored vapor trail

in view for several seconds.

Police, weather bureau and

aviation agencies, were deluged

with reports that varied in des-

cription and in interpretation

which ranged from a_ glowing}.

spaceship to a plane on fire.

But most knowledgeable!

sources came to the same con-

clusion as Dr. Fred L. Whipple}

of the Smithsonian Astrophysical

Observatory at Cambridge,

Mass, He said: ‘On the basis of

information I now have I would

have to say it was a meteor

that must have been smaller]
than a football.

“It was probably one meteor

that started to break up, and it
was all in the same trajectory.

I doubt that there could he

more than one.”

At times both of this newspa-'

per’s switchboards were com-

pletely lighted. The calls

jammed all lines. And it was

same at the police depart-

sheriff's office, Hancock

and State Police offices.

The reactions ranged from

to amazement,

y to speculation.

2 general, Syracuse area res-

ts were in agreement as to}
what they saw. Most said it was

a fiery object that appeared to’

be light green and then fade

into an orangish-reddish glow. A

vapor trail behind the object

also was reported by most per-

sens who saw it.

Among the first to call this
newspaper was George Graff, of
120 Gordon Pkwy., Fairmount,

who said he thought he saw a

small plane swerve to avoid

contact with the object.
“It was a bright green ob-

ject,” Graff said. ‘It sounded
like a jet over Hancock Field

and appeared to be a skyrockvt.
I saw it west of the city, and it
was traveling from south to,

north.””

John Garrow, of 113 Brookley
Drive, and Bob Bostley and

Frank Werbeck, both of Liver-

pool, were among the many
who reported brilliant. sparks

from the object and a clear con-

trail.

An amateur astronomer, Wil-

liam Pelrine, of Baldwinsville,|

said he ates the object!

rom cu-|

sky

meteor
He said the object was 30 de-

grees above the horizon and
gave off a magnesium flare

with sparks.

“It had no trajectory,’ he’
said.

A Lafayette women said, “It

was quite a scary feeling. It
was just a trail of fire,’ accord-

ing to Mrs, Clifford Wheeler,

6961 Cherry Valley Road.

Her husband’ said it was a
»igreen ball. “It started to disin-|

tegrate,” he said, ‘but it wasn't

dropping. It was just going hori-

zontally, almost like a skyrock-

et.”

Besides being called a sky-

rocket, Syracusans also report-

ed seeing a Roman candle, a

manmade missle, flying saucer,

from an airplane, booster rocket

and UFO,

George Dominick, of 810 W.

Brighton Ave., said it was a

beautiful sight. “It went from|

south to north over the city and
seemed to fade into a light or-|
ange color and then. disinte-|
grate.”

But to some persons it wasn't

beautiful.

One Syracuse. University co
who refused to give her name

said, ‘You better come up here;

quickly. I just saw a flying sau-

cer over the university.”
How fast was the object trav-

eling?
Reports varied from 150

m.p.h. to supersonic speeds.

Donald Lyman, of 6824 North

Manlius Road, said whatever it
was, “it broke into three
pieces.”

No two reports were identical.
Mrs. Nettie Mancino, of 701

Molloy Road, Mattydale, des-
cribed it as “beautiful but

frightening.”

Nearly 500 Tompkins County,

(Concluded on Page 5, Col. 9)
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Thousands Here See It i 4 ‘The Pittsburgh Press) Tuesday, April 26, 1966 ifk al Me :

Flying Object Was Meteor, Officials Agree(Continued from Page One) man—I've got a good family. skeptical it was~a meteor | went downstream towards Mc-* neue : jBut now I'm a believer—I! because its form was not typ-| Keesport, about 500 feet off
communications center be-Be jjust saw a UFO’” Officer} ical of astral bodies. the ground, then vecred overcame jammed with calls. | Hickman reported. 

towards the YoughioghenyFrantic Operator Pilot Sces It Supersonic Speed River, the youths reported. oa“We must have had at least’ 
° . “This was traveling at about | Calls aiso-came from Mt:ty watts all within a few aces ae elo an five times the rate of speed! Lebanon, Lincoln Place, Morn-zn : chael Smyrnes, a laundry: 2 i 13 4 " ‘arrick.

minutes. How many more | Gperaton whe ees at ict any plane on a landing ap. | ingside, Tarentum, Carrick,
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roach-~I would say it was in Monroeville, Homewood Brush.

couldn't get through, I Thomas Dr., North Hunting- + i ” ; Harrisvi
couldn't tell.” said switch-'don ‘Twp, "some 10 miles the supersonic range,” he;ton and Harrisville, Butlerstated. County.Baret southeast of McKeesport. 

f
2 

j 
e 

Adding to the list of spot-

Ochoa, | ‘Mr. Smyrnes is a licenced ey, residents ia the |ters were most of the 9000.! Each caller was leery | pilot who sald he has scen | Elizabeth Twp. oie coe plus fans who attended the‘about making known what ; Many meteorites and fire- | Wan Rathore ne
fase inn aineny oe | Pirate-Phillies game in Forbes

he had seen, Mrs. Ochoa | balls since his World War wae ane in ne vista iField. ntst sata. | Ii flying days. l eeysGiaks Socet foo one, |) cOneetan'sKdescription ef

[ecto operator Mrs.. Mar,

: “But I thi i Mid aoe ae Ge: | the object was “shapeless,
| “They alt preceded their re- ta thi ME teen, cay thing| south of McKeesport. } and chartreuse In color with‘Ports with something like Ue ee it nae @ meteor, | The closest reported obser-{ red flames.” ..“Honest—you may think I'm i as Be "| vation was made by two West; It seemed to descend, glider:crazy—but I'm not,’” she said. Light On Horizon | Elizabeth youths, Thomas like,- from the skies abovePie-Shaped Re sald he was facing Me-;Kempert, 18, and Michael centerficld over the score ‘
“Most reported that it was . Keesport when he* noticed a} Plauchak; 17, ‘board’ in left, just before the -greenish-flowvescent in color Hight on the horizon. “It was Oblong Shape 'start of the EF ts osand triangular or pie-shaped.| Visible for three to five .sec- They said they were fishing | pri es
oe 

“jonds and at times looked like ey said they were fishing |_Sent to Investigate the |two objects. It was brilliant; from a barge on the Mononga-first call from, Mr, Milialvic tin color like the. tail of a; hela River in West Elizabeth,.+ Was Putrojni. Robert Hick- ‘June bug,” he added, . When they spotted it coming|Man. < i “It was coming down in ; across the hills from the south,Suan i Bae eo & 15 degree pattern’ like & {in the vicinity of Elizabeth.

Mr. Mihalvie walked into the| TM¢teorite would, but its | Both sald the object was
: ard holding his hands up in| Shape was not that of any. ! “oblong in shape—compara-lake air, saying ‘Officer, I'm 47.| thing I've ever scen before.” | ble to a DC6 alrliner.”
‘years-old—I'm not a drinking’ "Mr. Smyrnes said he was.As it came invan tha ste

ene eens ee es



CALLED METEORITE
“Utica Daily Press - 26 Apr 66}

|

all Seen
t

1

Shades of Orson Wells’ in-{Scores of calls came into the}Dana DeGeorge of 1200 Green-
asion by Martians hit the east-/news room at the Utica Daily|view Drive, who with his 35mm
“yn seaboard and midwest about! Press. “I’ve just seen the mostjcamera, snapped four pictures

:30 last night when thousands} spectacular thing, a greenishjof the object from his back-
— people spotted a fiery}ball—with a long, tail, It ex-}yard. (See above).

‘greenish-blue ball and “‘color-|ploded in midair. It was beau-

vapor trail’ termed by one|tiful,” said one excited Utica port aiere tow ae
‘super-spectacular.” resident. Grouse St., has been studying
It all began at about $:15.1 Most excited was 1¢-yearold)ro:s (unidentified flying ob-

es, quickly called The Press
ind said **We have, we believe,

,;Photographed it with a 35mm
cumera,””

“The two Proctor High School

pupils were brought to the

newspaper office by a reporter,

while calls continued to flood
the five general-news lines of
‘the Press.

Federal Aviation Agency
(FAA) authorities at about 10:45
said the object, definitely iden-
tified by officials as a meteorite,
landed in New Haven, Conn.

The director of the Smith.
\sonian Observatory, Cambridge!
Mass., said “that it was defi-
nitely a meteor that had gone
into the earth's orbit,

“That's the story of last
night’s light in the sky,’’ the di-
rector said.

Dr. Thomas D. Nicholson,
chairman of the Hayden Plane-
tarium, said the fireball was an

exceptionally bright meteor,
probably 10,000 times brighter

than the sky’s brightest star.-

“I would estimate the magni-
tude to be minus 10 to minus 12
which would mean it was at
least 100 times brighter than
Venus, when the planet is at its
greatest brilliance,” he said. ,

A spokesman at the U.-S.-Ni
val Observatory in Washington,|
D. C. said the-event was un-|
expected and the observatory
did not have any tracking equip-
ment turned on.

Paul Patterson of the Yale

University Observatory said the

object could have been a ‘‘bo-
lide,” a type of meteor which

enters the atmosphere at a slow-

er speed and therefore burns its-

self out more slowly.

A bollide seems to travel at

a level altitude, he said.

But the small, “‘double the

size of a beach ball’ object,
caused more excitement here

than all other recent UFO sight-
ings. !

A Griffiss Air Force Basel|
Spokesman said it definitely]!
was not a plane, “It was either

a meteorite or a satellite re-

entering the atmosphere and

burning up as it did. It could
have been seen for a radius of

(Continued on Page 5)



i2 ‘ ‘THE POST-STANDARD, April 26, 1966

Oneida Sightings

‘UFO May Be

‘Huge Meteorite
ONEIDA — One of the largest] State police at New Hartford,

meiporites to cross Central New Zone 2, station checked with
‘York skies in recent years Griffiss AFB and were told the

fire ball was a meteorite burning

may have landed somewhere in) out in a south to north course.
the Adirondacks. It appeared to have a more |

The sky show set telephones|flat projectory than the usual|
at state police, Troop D. the|shooting star.

Oneida Police Station, Griffiss] At Oneida Police Station, Lt.

Air Force switchdoard and many|Elsworth Yeman received more |

fothr police agencies ringing. | than 15 telephone calls. The me-

Sgt. Bruce Payne of Trooop D.|teor was described as an ice
received 25 telephonelcream cone-shaped object shoot-
calls about the fire ball. It wasjing orange and blue fire.

first reported to state police} Police here believe the flying

here from DeRuyter. The last/object was an unusually large

call was from North of Taberg.'’meteorite.
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ing Scucers? No

rot Smiley Doubis

he Eerie

haffered flying saucers

red the earth as Dr.

Jes H. Smiley, Brown

yersity astronomer kept

ing the strangest tale of

times.

mely, the theory that in-

pent life from outer space

<ipping about our planet

lly in oval shaped objects

blinking lights.

"a gentle and cultivated

the director of Ladd Ob-

piory is a Tamerlane

it comes to destroying

he feels are delusions.

Rhode Island lady

ed him not too long ago,

id, and informed him that

ad seen a flying saucer

hat one of the people in

id spoken to her.

fessor Sin asked

lier the visitor spoke

ish. When she, related

was so, the astronomer

By GEORGE POPKIY

remarked, “Well, he’s not

from*~ Venus—no English is

spoken there.”

A student told him in class

that he had sighted a flying

saucer,

Since the student had been

able io gain admittance to

Brown, Professor Smiley felt

obliged to assume he was

dealing with a rational ob-

server. He thereupon con-

ducted a scientific inquiry.

Said Professor Smiley, “He

said he saw a very small red

object move across the sky,

stopping from time to time.

It was very bright but tiny.”

“T asked him how close

this was to 2 research center.

It turned out there was one

y. What he had seen

as a laser being used in an

experiment, It is a strong

beam of light and very thin.

But you need clouds or dust

for it to be seen. If it had

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND, TUESDAY, APRIL 26, 1966

Stories

been clear, he wouldn’t have

picked it up. All the condi-

tions added up to a logical

explanation when checked

out.”

Professor Smiley smiled the

smile which only men who

have demolished a_ flying

saucer smile.

“As a scientist I’m inclined
to say there has been no

evidence they come from any-

where outside the earth,” he

asserted, “All I've seen and

heard about are natural

phenomena not understood by

the public.”

Blame for the continued

sightings was placed by the

astronomer in a Jot of places

—press and TV publicity and

the human desire for recog-

nition among them.

“Flying saucers give a per-

Turn to Page 6, Col. 1

Saucers

Metropolitan

45 Cents Per Week

Delivered by Carrier

Flaming Meteors, Yes

A meteor that flashed

across the eastern seaboard

last night was an object les-

son in how unidentified fiying

objects are created.

The first sighting in Rhode

Island apparently took place

about 8:12 p.m. Minutes later

the two telephones on the

Journal-Bulletin city © desk
started ringing. They were

still ringing 35 minutes later.

All of the exllers were ex-

cited and all described some-

thing different.

ff The object they had seen

fi was variously described as

. ‘7 green, bright red, flashing

—Associated Press Wirevhoto

Quick with his camera was 14-year-old Dana De-

George of Utica, N.Y., who made this photo of meteor.

red, flashing white

yellow. 7

One caller said it was about

3,000 feet high. Another said

it was a helicopter. Another

insisted that it had wings.

ry

and.

By VINCENT G. MOLONEY

And others saw it crash into

the Scituate Reservoir or

into a pond in Attleboro.

Even after the Air Force,

the U.S. Weather Bureau and

well-known astronomers had

identified the object as a me-

teor, the callers remained

skeptical. “That was no me-

teor,” said a woman from

Warwick. “I’ve seen a lot of

meteors. I wonder what the

Russians are up to.”

Reports from the citizenry

still were coming to these

newspapers this morning and

were growing more detailed

and more interesting.

__ A Riverside woman said she

¢ found about 10 cinders in her

yard about two inches in di-

ameter after hearing a bang-

ing on her roof last night

at the time the meteor

whizzed past. “It sounded like

Edition

1

someone pounding with his

fists,” she said.

The opebble-like objects

were discovered by her chil-«

dren. No one could immedi-:

ately find any damage to the

roof, 5

A Cranston woman de-

scribed an object she saw in’}

the sky as “a ship of some *

kind made. of.metal with six :

portholes.”

“It lit up and disintegrated

in a puff of smoke,” she re-

counted. “The front part”

went on, while the middle

section fell down somewhere

near Scituate.” >

Dr. Charles H. Smiley”
Brown University astrono-

mer, did not see the object

but, on the basis of descrip-

Turn to Page & Col. 4

Meteor

itaaa



_ Prof Smiley Doubts

Fair and Cool ©
Tonight, Tomorrow

U.S. Weather Bureou

Expected Temperatures :

Low Tonight .......

High Tomorrow ...++

Details on Page 38

Se Eeeeee EE

FU Ge . ft.G
Vs 

he 
7

The Evening B
VOLUME CIV. NO. 98. 40 PAGES PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND, TUESDAY, APRIL 26, 1966

Flying Saucers? No

The Eerie Stories
Shaffovea flying saucers

covered the earth as Dr.

Charles H. Smiley, Brown

University astronomer kept

shaking the strangest tale of

our times.

Namely, the theory that in-

telligent life from outer space

is skipping about our planet

usually im oval shaped objects

with blinking lights.

For a gentle and cultivated

man, the director of Ladd Ob-

servatory is a Tamerlane

when it comes to destroying

what he feels are delusions.

A Rhode Island = Jady

phoned him not too long ago,

he said, and informed him that

she had seen a flying saucer

and that one of the people in

it had spoken to her.

Professor Smiley asked

whether the visitor spoke

English.

this was so, the astronomer

_ able

When she, related -

By GEORGE POPKIN.
temarked, “Well, he's not

from Venus—no English is

spoken there.”

A student told him in class

that he had sighted a flying

saucer.

Since the student had been

to gain admittance to

Brown, Professor Smiley felt

obliged to assume he was

dealing with a rational ob-

server. He thereupon con-

ducted a scientific inquiry.

Said Professor Smiley, “He

said he saw a very small red

object move across the sky,

stopping from time to time.

Tt was very bright but tiny.”

a ced him how close

this was to a research center,

It turned otit there was one

nearby. What he had seen

was a laser being used in an

experiment. It is a strong

beam of light and very thin.

But you need clouds or dust

for it to be seen, If it had

been clear, he wouldn't have

picked it up, All the condi-

tions added up to a logical

explanation when checked

out.”

Professor Smiley smiled the

smile which only nen who

have demolished a_ flying

saucer smile.

“As a scientist I’m inclined

to say there has been no

evidence they come from any-

where outside the earth,” he

asserted. “All I've seen and

heard about are natural

phenomena not understood by

the public.”

Biame for the continued

sightings was placed by the

astronomer in a lot ef places

—press and TV publicity and

the human desire for recog-

nition among then.

“Flying saucers sive a per-

Turn to Page 6, Col. 1

Saucers

Flami:

el
A meteor

across the ea:

last night was

son in how uni

objects are cre

‘The first sig:

land apparet:

about §:12 p.n

the two telep

Journal-Bulleti

started ringin,

still ringing 35

All of the c

cited and alld

ig different

/ The object :

/was various!

} green, bright

red, flashing

yellow.

One caller sa

3,000 feet hich

it was a helicc

insisted that :

Quick with his camera was” 14-year-old Dana De-
Gcorge of Utica, N.Y., who made this photo of meteor.



said, “My daughter and I “Ijust thought you'd like to

saw it and it had wings.” know. My wife saw a UFO
‘ & a ew 2

att S Ci Bird, li Ss ql Plane, 3ut the perfect ending here about 8 o'clock. It was-
cate about 10:30 when a man shaped like a cigar and had

called from Foster and said: rotating red lights.”

lts—Another UFO Tale —

iS

ey

Space? Mrs. Grace

raham Road, Riverside,

tted fragments near her

home and heard ther hit the roof as

the meteor flashed by.

Meteor

Continued from Page One

tions given him, identified it

as a meteor,

He said that ‘although

Lyrids, a type of meteor orig-

inating from the constellation

yra, often are visible about

20, this was not a

id. “If it was part of a

Lyrid shower,” he remarked,

“jt would be moving in an-

other direction.”

Regarding where the me-

_ teor might have crashed, the

astronomer -asserted it is

very common for people to

think a meteor falls a lot

closer than it actually does.

‘The “first-call-at the Jour-

nal-Bulletin, ironically, was

the most accurate. Roughly

paraphrased, here is how it

and succeeding calls went.
“I'd like to report an ob- |&

ject that I just saw headed

from south to north over_th

East Side. It was green,

had a long vapor trail and

appeared to be a meteor. I’

calling from Benefit Stre

Three adults saw it.”

The next few calls said

about the same thing. Then

they got wilder.

“Hello. I'm in Warwick

Neck and I just saw a flying

saucer headed toward Provi-

dence. There were two

planes chasing it.”

““T'm near Slater. Park. I
just saw the fastest helicop-

ter I've ever seen. You bet-

ter call the Navy and find out,

What they are doing.”

sruntled city editor. “Oh, ‘orth Kingstown to report|
really. Well, we'll go over ike object. “I just called the |
and sce if we can find it.” avy at Quonset and they |

Do you know how big a tld me they had sent jets

meteor is lady? “Oh, about 1p to intercept it,” she said.

as big as a basketball I A man called from Scituate

guess.” : and said that customers at a

Another woman called from { restaurant there had scen the

5 Ea object crash into the reser-

ba TAL UAH waite rit voir, Informed that the ob-
ject had also been seen in

v
o

# land, he said: ‘Well’ you_bet-

4 ter call the restaurant. They

saw it go down.”

About 8:20, the Weather

Bureau had confirmed that

i
r
e
a
o
c
a
i
s
t
i
i
e
l

a
m

the city editor had an answer

for the callers, But they re-

fused to believe him,

“You must have seen some-

thing different,” a woman |g

Syracuse, N.¥., and in Mary- |

3} the object was a meteor, and |

HELP WANTED
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CALL EL 1-6600, EXT. 5
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Souvenirs From Space? Mrs.

Hughes of Abraham Road, Riverside,

found these pitted fragments near her

Grace

i's a Bird, li's a F

— Another UF@
Meteor

Continued from Page One

tions given him, identified it

as a meteor,

He said that although

a type of meteor orig-

ing from the constellation

often are visible about

20, this was not a

. “If it was part of a

shower,” he remarked,

“it would be moving in an-

other direction.”

Regarding where the me-

_ teor might have crashed, the

astronomer -asserted it is

very common for people to

think a meteor falls a lot

ral than it actually does.
‘he first-call at the Jour-

nal-Bulletin, ironically, was

the most accurate. Roughly

paraphrased, here is how it

and succeeding calls went.

‘Td like to report an ob-

ject that I just saw headed

4

4
g

»€ from south to north over_the

home aa heard ‘hem 7 the eat as a
the meteor Hashed: b —

ast Side. It was green,

ad a Jong vapor trail and

fee to be ameteor. I'my|'
calling from Benefit St

Three adults saw it.”

fhe next few calls said

about the same thing. Then

they got wilder,

“Hello. I'm in Warwick

Neck and I just saw a flying

saucer headed toward Provi-

dence. There were two

planes chasing it.”

“I’m near Slater Park. I

just saw the fastest helicop-

ter I’ve ever scen. You bet-

ter call the Navy an

at they @

gruntled city editor. “Oh,

really. Well, we'll go over

and see if we can find it.”

Do you know how big a_ t
meteor is lady? “Oh, about 1!
as big as a basketball I be
gucss.” 4

, Another woman called from

i er. Lae atone
sister

(|«(Plan Dem
ee the
£1 pa Nang— (UPD— Sor

Should leaders: said today they wilt
assive demonstrations

de-

in the northern provinces
manding punishment for leaders
of Buddhist-inspired rioting.
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U.S. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION

This questionnaire has been prepared so that you can give the U.S. Air Force as much

informetion as possible concerning the unidentified aerial phenomenon that you have observed.
Please try to answer as many questions as you possibly can. The information that you give will

be used for research purposes. Your name will not be used in connection with ony statements,

conclusions, or publicotions without your permission, We request this personal information so

thot if it is deemed necessary, we may contact you for further details.

ee

2. Time of day; &1. When did you see the object?
Hour

(Circle One):

3, Time Zone: spats |
(Circle One): & : (Giedte\ One}? @sbaviionn Suing> |

b. Standard

Where were you when you saw the object?

Conctuh Bisa pie! Covad pew Hoes hae
Nearest Postel Address City or Town Slate lor Coudty

b
How long was object in sight? (Tote! Duration)

Hours Minutes

a. Certain c. Not very sure

d, Just a guess

5.1 How was time in sight determined? ODI, 70de phe :

5.2 Was object in. sight continuously?

What was the condition of the sky?

DAY NIGHT

a. Bright Co. Bright> Ley Qneb
b. Cloudy . Cloudy

IF you saw the object during DAYLIGHT, where was the SUN located as. you looked at ' object?

(Circle One); d. To your aft AHA Wb :
in Be you e. Overhe Sun A 4 (wb ollingc. To youre hgt f. Don't remember

FORM

FTD oct 62 164 — Thin form auperacdes FTN 164, Jul 61, which is obsolete. 1 fa Sai!



He Ties
In an Eerie

Saucers
Continued from Page One

son with tionist tend-

encies a chance to talk and

gain attention.” he said.

“These s have a ra-

tional expla n,” declared

Professor Smiley, “Take the

recent business in Michigan

where a lot of people said

they saw flying saucers, It

was a case of a superior

mirage, As they looked across

a cold swamp they saw the

effects of spring thawing,

what is called looming.”

Marsh gas 2!so causes this

sort of e said, more

is that meth-

ical zas produced by

decomposed ganic matter

buried for millenniums, sends

lixe steam from

ey continued

voice was

in the best

s ce, His hands

moved and his eyes

ed and tolerant,

were destruc-

tive—to non-scientific conclu
sions,

“A great many of the fly-

ing saucers are seen in the

Southwest,” he said. “I feel

sure they ere dust devils.

‘They rush against rocks and

whirl up like small tornadoes,”

He shrugged wearily. “Jupi-

ter and Venus,” he declared,

ey're quite

day with a

people ‘think tv
The astrono

recounting al

izens see in

not flying sau

Then he got 2 lit

about leisure-time activity.

“Out in Los Angeles the old-

ev people don’t have much to

occupy their minds.”’ he said.

Esek Hopkins PTA

To Air School Issue

A school board action to

allow high school students of

Our Lady of Providence Sem-

inary use of the third floor at

Fsek Hopkins Junior High
School will be discussed in an

open meeting at the school Fri-
Assi nt OF

Seeing the unseeable.

Dr. Chass H. Smiley
1-Bulletin Photo

“Tt's nice to see things in the

sky. California has a lot of

sects and they see all sorts of

Smiley said visits

igent beings from

outer space cannot be scien-
tifically dismissed. But, ‘he

added, we are not very scien-

tific about our thoughts on

the sub}

“We

to be,

expect such people

thing like us,” he

said. ey might be tiny,
very ti ‘aybe we ought to

try to communicate with

bacteria. Perhaps some of

them are around here now,

under our noses, small as a

molecule.”

The nendous distances
from which their vehicles

would have to come, the great

time such trips would take,

the remarkable abilities in

metallurgy and the intelli-

gence needed were listed,

By this time the doors of -
imagination had been flung

wide open and Professor

Smiley was on a track dear to

his heart.

“It is a very rare and im-

portant property of human

beings — this imagination. It

is most important to scientific

Helps Solve 3 Biqaest

/

OLS

Tale
inquiry and discovery, You

can't discover something ir

, possible to imagine, usually.

‘The astronomer let imagi-

nation lead him into the field

of space communications, He

had done a little figuring, tak-

ing telephone company 1

for distance calls as a bi

“It would cost $100,000

a six-minute conversation

with Mars, three minutes talk

on each side, Taking into ac-

count the

necessary to send-the message

and to get the reply.”

“Things have changed,” he

commented. “When I sug-

gested s travel as a pos-

sibility in college, I was al-

most thrown out, I see now

that I was too conservative.

I said we'd reach the moon

by the end of the century.”

As long as the crystal ball

was on the table, Professor

Smiley took another look, On

aclear day he can almost see

the unseeable. This is not

difficult if you can think the

unthinkable, he indicated,

“One of the greatest ex-

citements of our time will

vome from controlled nuclear

reactors using inexpensive

hydrogen,” he said. “With an

engine like that we can go

deep in space. Hydrogen

could be picked up every-

where,”

The future so dazzled the

professor that he unconscious-

ly shaded his eyes against the

wan New England spring

light seeping’ through the’

windows of Richardson Hall.

It will be a different world

then, he said.

“No one will have to fight

over water,” the astronomer

mused, “There will be fresh

water from nuclear power

everywhere. Oil ... it won't

be needed, An endless supply

of cheap nuclear

think of it!

“We'll have control of cli-

length. of time-

energy, |

44

mate. Storms will be di- Fi
verted..

Professor Smiley grew mis- ei
chievous.

like it," he said. "We'll chase

the storms out to sea because

of a jazz festival or the World

Series. But seamen's union

may object. ‘They'll | say,

“You're sending all the storms

our way’, and ask for higher

rat

“Thayer Street be

look unreal under press'

the astronomer's

2,000 A.D, “There won't be

much physical Jabor,” he pre-

dicted. “Most, work will be of

a higher order requiring con-

siderable intelligence.”

As for our exploration of

outer spa Professor Smiley

thinks we will slow down

after a fly-around Jupiter,

there will be an observa-

yon the moon and some of

those unknown worlds out

there may come into view.

Flying saucers? They

looked a little primitive after

the astronomer’s thought

flight through the vale of to-

morrow's tomorro\y,

perrrrerrerrrrrr rrrers iy
ASPHALT PAVING
Driveways — Packing Areas
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ASPHALT PAYING INC.
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“Sparkler ‘\

called

meteor
H From Page One——'

aréa residents described seeing

meteors, flying saucers and
even a large airplane on fire.

One person reported seeing the
,UFO land with ‘‘10 little green

imen”’ getting out.

Only one detailed. description

jot the ‘inhabitants of saucers”

‘from a man who refused to give

jh s name. He simply said,

{They're running all over my

backyard. Get the heck out here

‘and chase them away.”

{ In Cortland 76 calls were’ re-)
lceived at’ police headquarters)
between 8:15 and 9:30. Police!

jsaid observers reported the ob-/
ject maneuvering, standing still,|
moving slowly and streaking at!

jultra-sonic speed.

Among those who reported!
seeing the object in Cortland!

was: Detective John Morgia’s|

son who asked his father to
come out .of their home and
“see the largest, brightest

flying star of all time.”
Several persons in the Central

|New York area who reported

ithe object last night also said

they saw a UFO Sunday eve-

ning.

John Povero, veteran pilot
‘who is a school bus driver in

‘Seneca Falls, said he saw a

\UFO early Sunday evening in

|South Seneca County, ‘It just

‘seemed to burn itself out,” he

said.

Four Maple Bay boys, fishing
‘on the Oneida - Lake front,

it hought the object made a
inoise.

Danny Emerson, Edward and

| Michael Mahar and Jon Cooley

jsaw it disappear over the

lake,
David Ridley, of 120 Cashin)

Dr., Fayetteville, said he was

fishing on Chittenango Creek

when the object went

overhead,

Cashin said it was.a brilliant

blue and he was sure it was no}

more than 1,000 feet off the!

ground.



‘A bright green light in the

sky, which startled scores of

Utica area persons last eve-

ning, was reported seen over

much of the northeastern

United’ States,

‘A spokesman at Griffiss Air

Force Base said after check-

ing with officials of the Fed-

eral Aviation Agency (FAA)

the bright object was deter-

mined to be a meteorite burn-

ing up in the Earth’s atmos-

phere.

Scores of phone calls poured

into police and newspaper

Bright Objject in Sky

Startles Area People
switchboards on the celestial.

sighting.

e e e

Mr. and Mrs. Francis Er-

vin, 162 Main St., Whitesboro,

said they saw “‘a bright green

object with sparks of fire

shooting out the back” as they

were driving on Route 287

between Barneveld and Pros-

pect, shortly after 7 p. m.

“Jt just disintegrated in the

sky—whoosh,” Mrs. Ervin

related, “but the whole sight

left you with your mouth

open.”’
eee

THE GAFB spokesman ex-

plained that meteorites, com-

monly known as “shooting

stars,’ disappear as quickly
as they are spotted in the

Earth’s atmosphere.

police at the East

Herkimer station said their

phones were ringing constant-

Jast night on the sight-

A person who identified

himself as a high

science teacher told troopers

the object appeared to be a

meteorite.

The Associated Press Albany

bureau reported that state.and

local police from Essex Coun-

ty near the Vermont-Canadian

border to Wyoming County,

southeast of Buffalo, reported

rashes of calls from persons

reporting the bright object.

Many described it as light

ue or green in color, ellipti-

cal in shape, and moving

rapidly in a northerly direc-

tion.

CURTIS L, HWEMENWAY,

director of the Dudley Ob-

servatory in Albany, said the

descriptions led him to be-

lieve it was meteorite.

Hemenway added, however,

that “if I was an astronomer

on Mars. when Mariner IV

went by and someone called

me to ask about it, I'd prob-

ably have given the same

ine.””

Another spokesman at Dud-

said it was “reasonable”

the same meteorite could

been seen in Albany and

Buffalo simultaneously,

school”

However, to compound the

confusion in the sky, persons

near Plattsburgh reported see-

ing a silvery object giving off

blue and red flames as late as

8:45. p.m.

LeROY SEAMAN of 3 Park

St., New Hartford, said he was

on Erie Street, Utica, near

the West End Seafood, Inc.

shortly after 7 p.m., when “a

bright green light, like a sky-

rocket,” suddenly appeared

and disappeared. It was “high

in the sky,”’ Seaman added.

William C. White of Barne-

veld and James Brozinski of

Utica, both said they spotted

a “blue flash of light’ shortly

after 7 p.m.

However, Dana DiGeorge,

1200 Greenview Dr., and Roc-

co DeRocco, 748 Blandina St.,

said they spotted “a rotating

white light” moving west and

changing from red to white to

green between 9 and 9:20

p.m.

LEE ‘ABBOTT of Maynard

Drive, Marcy, said the light

he saw shortly after 7 p. m.,

was “bluish in color.”

Sal Perritano of 744 Blan-

dina St., said the bright light

“revolved” and seemed to be

red, white and green.

Sighting shortly after 7 also

was reported in St. Lawrence

and Chenango counties.



ome Daily,S

ousands

Telephones jangled at Griffiss
‘AFB, the Rome Police Station
and the Sheriff's Department:
Jast night after hundreds of
Rome and area residents report-
ed-seeing a fiery, greenish, ball-
like object zoom across the
skies.
« ‘Scientists generally agreed to-
Way it was a meteor that flash-
ed-across the sky about 8:15 and
excited thousands from the east-
ern seaboard to Ohio.

.-A spokesman at Griffiss said
the base received hundreds of|
calls between 8:20 and 11:30
from residents who had seen the
object race across the sky and
wondered what it was.

Assumed a Meteor
They were told that it was as-

sumed that the object was eith-
er a meteor or a possibly a sat-

ellite re - entering the earth’s
atmosphere.

“The spokesman said that the
object did not trigger a scram-

eptinel rv 66

ee

ble of fighter aircraft from the
bast. But, it was reported,
planes from Griffiss were in the’
air at the time and one pilot
said the object had passed in
front of his plane which was
about 50 miles east of the base,
Numerous calls were also re-

ceived at the Rome Fire De-
partment and Edward J. Tyler,

deputy Civil Defense director,
was kept informed.

Verified

Finally, later in the evening,
the National Air Warning and
Alert System (NAWAS), - veri-
fied that the object had been
verified as a meteor. Equipment
at the local department is con-
nected to NAWAS.

While there were many con-
flicting reports on the direction
of the object, most residents
said it took the general direc-
tion north to south.
Some said it also changed col-

ors as they saw it but most re-

Meteor's
[Authorities Besieged With Calls

Flight;

ported peice, a_ predominantly
‘greenish ball,” —disintegrat-
ing as it fell in a rather flat-
like trajectory.

Busy Phone
The Rome Police Department

received numerous calls on the!
object — in one period 12 calls
were received in 10 minutes.
The Sheriff's Department esti-

mated it had receiyed 25 to 35
calls also.

The Associated Press report-
ed that Dr. Thomas C. Nichol-
son, chairman of the Hayden
Planetarium, called the object
an exceptionally bright meteor

that left a multicolored, glow-
ing vapor trail. He said it was
probably 10,000 times brighter
than the brightest star at night,
Astonished viewers reported

sighting the flaming object from
the Carolinas to Toronto and as
far west as Ohio,

Sensation

of communities were swamped

The object touched off a sen-
sation at the height of its jour-
ney as thousands scurried for

telephones. Some of the callers
seemed entertained while others
appeared frightened.

Police switchboards in dozens

with reports of a jet airplane
crash and flying saucers.
While Mere wees~~ ~- tine,

orts that the object or pal

bg it had landed, most astro-
nomers believe that it probably
disintegrated during its flight.
There was no clear agreement

on the size of the object.
Not Big 7

But Dr. Fred L. Whipple, di-
rector of the Smithsonian As-
trophysical Observatory —3n

Cambridge, Mass., said: It
was a meteor which must have
been less than the size of a foot

1.”

la spokesman for the U.S.
Naval Observatory in Washing-
ton said the object was probably’
not a man-made satellite, as

some believed, because none

was scheduled to re - enter the|
tmosphere.

F Some scientists speculated|
that the object may have been)
a bolide, which is a type of me-|

teor that burns itself out more

slowly than other meteors as it
enters the atmosphere and
makes a noise at the end of its

jectory.

"ane object prompted hundreds
jot calls to police, news media
and Air Force installations in

w York State.

wi Plattsburgh Air Force
Base, a spokesman said no air-

craft were in difficulty and add-
ed:

\ “qe one was flying that fast,
it sure would be in trouble.” _|



SPRINGFIELD, MASS.

George Gambino, a cameraman

for Station WWLP-TV, was re-

turning from an assignment when

he spotted a brilliant light streak-

ing between the buildings of down-

town Springfield and shot these

pictures. F (aboye) the meteor

looked like a fiery sphere with a

twisted tail but a few seconds later

(right) it appeared to flicker and

disintegrate into beads of light.

Springfield, like New York City.

was east of the meteor’s path,

hence the meteor traveled from

left to right across the heavens.

ONTS CONTINUED

veling from: right to lett ae

the sky us a lowering ball of

with a corkscrew tail. Dana De-

George. a high school freshman.
took this picture from his front

yard. “It looked like a ball that

you'd put gasoline on and lit.”

he said. “And itappeared to break

in Qo just before Wh went out of

staht.” Astronomers guessed that

the meteor might have been as

large as a suitcase and weighed as

much as several hundred pounds.

P* Hence Ghserversthere ea wat eeSn COI erie



On the Newsfronts
of the World

NEW YORK CITY

Thousands of people across the

northeastern U.S. were dazzled

last week by a spectacularly bright

object—which most authoritie

pronounced a meteor—that was

seen at sunset along a 1,000-mile

path from the Carolinas to Cana-

da. In New York 19-year-old Wil-

liam Copeland. a college freshrnan

and an amateur photographer, was

prowling along the Brooklyn wa-

terfront and caught the luminous

meteor plummeting toward earth,

its silvery trail etched against the

orange sky over lower Manhattan.

UTICA, HY.- | gs

Utica was west of the meteor’s path

g ey and hence observers there saw it
traveling from right to left across

the sky as a lowering ball of fire

with a corkscrew tail. Dana De-

Or eh school freshman,

took this picture from his front

yard. “It looked like a ball that

you'd put gasoline on and lit.

he said

in two just before it went out of

sight.” Astronomers guessed that

the meteor might have been as

Nir

much as several hundred pounds.

“And itappeared to break

as a suitcase and weighed as







8, IF you saw the object at NIGHT, what did you notice co-cerning the STARS and MOON?

8.1 STARS (Circle Ore): 8.2 MOON (Circle One);

a, None a. Bright moonlight”

ch Aree 68201 moonlight-->
c. Meny [5 toonlight — pitch dark
d. Don’t remember d. Don’t remember

9. What were the weather conditions at the time you saw the object?

CLOUDS (Circle One): WEATHER (Circle One):

» Fog, nist, or light rain

Ce~Scatiatad cloal?¢ clouds: -NW3S Moderate or heavy rain
a Thick or heavy. clouds Snow

« Don’: remember

10. The object copeared: (Circle One): On

a. Salid d. As clight Ger. Bind
b. Tronsperent e. Don't remember oac. Vopor Cintire Cubs) @] atey-obbin
If it’ opp 2 ¢sa light, was it brighter than the brightest stors? (Circle One): 28 “hazney boatCa. Brighter c. About the same arts coh

b, Dimmer d. Don't know

11.1 Compare brightnass to some common object: * ‘

>

The edges of the obiect were:

(Circle One): c. Fuzzy or blurred ec. Other rohro ota ie
» Like o bright stor

+ Sharply outlined

» Don't remember

Comp otf.

. Did the object: (Circle One for each question)

a. Appear to stand still at any time? Yes ke) Don't know
b. Suddenly speed up and rush away at any time? Yes o Don't know
c. Break up into parts or explode? Yes No Don't know
d. Give off smoke? Yes No Don’t know
e. Change brightness? Yes No Don’t know
f. Change shape? CYes> No Don't know
g. Flash or flicker? Yes Choy Don't know
h. Disappear and reappecr? Yes CNo) Don't know



2 aD ORI Oe

14, Did the object disappear while you were watching it? If so, how?

ee = oly daus frweu Crrmeke

15. Did the object move behind something at any time, particularly a cloud?

(Circle One); Yes Don’t Know. IF you answered YES, then tell what

inmovedibehind) aan. ee helen Rene ne ghey

Did the object move in front of something at any time, particularly a cloud?

(Circle One): Yes ( No ) Don't Know. IF you answered YES, then tell what

in front of:

. Tel! in o few words the following things about the object:

a. Sound No _

b. Color

We wish to know the angular size. Hold a match stick at arm's length in line with a known object and note how

much of the object is covered by the head of the match. If you had performed this experiment at the time of the

sighting, how much of the object would have been covered by the match head?

[STime A4ge%y DCT - wed wed Kenia. qth Coptred g,

Draw a picture that will show the shope of the object or objects. Label and include in your sketch any details

of the objec you sow such as wings, protrusions, etc., and especially exhaust trails or vapor trails.

Place an arrow beside the drawing to show the direction the object was moving.

fhe lan, a

2388 Hy gyda iad ; Toh tres



20. Do you think you can estimate the speed of the object?

pgs ‘oe estimate? Fast-likeelFr- 6 Cea iOIF you answered YES, then what speed would

21. Do you think you can estimate how far away from you the object was?

(Circle One) Yes~ No 1

IF you answered YES, then how far away would you say it was? Ke) eres

22. Where were you located when you saw the object? 23. Were you (Circle One)

(Circle One):
a. In the business section of a city?

a, Inside c building b, In the residential section of a city?

b, Inacar c. In open countryside?

ca Near on airfield?»
d, In an airplane (type) e. Flying over a city?

e, At sea f. Flying over open country?

f, Other , me: A y 4 g- Other

24. IF you were MOVING IN AN AUTOMOBILE or other vehicle at the time, then complete the following questions:

24.1 What direction were you moving? (Circle One)

a. North c. East e. South g- West

b. Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest

24.2 How fost were you moving? ______miles per hour.

24.3 Did you stop at any time while you were looking at the object?

(Circle One) Yes No

25. Did you observe the object through any of the following?

Eyeglesses e. Binoculars {

Sun glasses f. Telescope

Windshie!d 0. g- Theodolite (Ne )
Window cless h. Other

26. In order that you can give as clear a picture as possible of what you saw, describe in your own words a common

object or objects which, when placed up in the sky, would give the same appearance as the object which you saw.

oy L anh pet ») nade {> One oes ¢


