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TDETR/Maj H Quintanilla, Jr/70916/mhs

Unidentified Observation, 21 July 1966

U.3. Department of Commerce SEP 2 ¢ 1958
Environmental Science Services Administration -
Weather Buresu

o e S —————

Reference your letter W1321, dated 26 August 1966, regarding an
observation by the Canadlian Meteorological Service. We have con-
ferred with a meteorologist on this particular sighting and he
believes a balloon 1s responsible for the sighting; however, we
have been unable to locate the specific balloon which caused the

signting.

Cantact was made with the National Center for Atmospheric Research
for any information on a balloon that could have been in the area.
They did not know of any super pressure balloons that could account
for this observation. Contact was also made wlth other departments

who launch balloons, and in all instances we met with negative rCe
sults.-

Since no national threat is indicated and no scientific benefit can
be zained, it is felt that the expenditure of extra manhours and
computer times to retrieve this data would not be Justified.

Deputy for '].‘nec:.l."u:n::;lzz;g*:.r a.nd Subsystems

COCRDINATION:

ETR MAJ H £UINTANIKIA, JR
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
WEATHER BUREAU
SILVER SPRING, MD. 20910

August 26, 1966

"INREPLY REFERTO: [J]1321

Mz jor Quintanella | |
Foreign Technology Division | |

Attention: TDEW
wWright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio 45433

Dear Sir:

Your office was suggested as poscibly being able to identify
or assist in the identification of the object or source of the
object described in the copy of the attached letter recently
received from the Director of the Canadian Meteorological
Service.

From the description it would appear that the object was some
sort of constant density or pressure level type of balloon.
Zowever, we do not kxnow of any balloons of this type being
rzleased in the Northern Hemisphere at this time,

fort Harrison is located due east of Churchill across the
Hudson Bay where rezular radiosonde balloons are released.
These balloons expand to a much larger size at 20,000 feet
than noted in the description in the letter and probably |
never cross the Hudson Bay before bursting. |

We appreciate any assistance that can be given.

Sincerely,

Special Assistant (Polar) |
Overseas Operations Division

Attach.
cpy ltr dtd 8/9/66
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8 yeuort fronm our 0.I.C. of the Upper Alr Station,
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"Cn July 2lst, 1SC¢ za unlmowm cblect was sighted in the v:i.c.a.n't;
or Pca“‘ Harriscn, P.0s A description of the odbject, sighoing
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Balloon sihcnzi.
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Dorie shanzl =on was blue in colour, the rest was wnltve.
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Appgared Lo U2 cords hanging dowm from it with a small object

]

gt e 'n.i\.l. L. ' -

connecusi.

—— e e e

and 7 feet high.
Objuet roviny soubh west at amproxivately 5 riles per hour z
g
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Tn view by eve from 10 L.1. o 12 -:00*‘15 July 21/60.
' sion 782 50! Lonritude, 58° l,:; Latitude.

T4 would be enascgclated i you would provide us with some iniorma-
tion concernins iliat this object was, ot its DUrPOS S Wes and
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corsnt 23 172 have no infor.aticn hara as vo the source of this reported odbjiact.
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? Conversation with Wallops Island/revealeﬁ that they have only been launching

weather balloons lately and they would not reach Canada. However, 1f they

do find anything they will call us. Otherwise they are negative.

Conversation with“ ONR revealed thal they launched three balloons

| on 16 Jul 66 however, they went down within 24 hours. No other launches would

account ‘Tor observation. He had been up in Canda at this time and had heard

of nothing unusual up there. He said it would be unlikely that any of theilr l
balloons would be responsible for they normally don't get across the Hudson

Bay before going westward. Also said that there were numerous radiosonde launches

able to
in Canada that lsunch daily snd that our weather man should be/help wus in this

matter.

Ganbass-wibth-the-Balleoon-Coninel-Contery-Holloman-A¥By-Now-hexieo

NCAR, Bonlder, Colorado reported negdtive results, Dr, Morris said that

W 'h,

he did not know of any bzlloons to account for the observence,
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Lt. Marley, L

I have reviewed this sighting and it seems to fit the description of
a balloon launched from Ft. Churchill. However, other stations within a
200 nzutical mile radius of the sighting also launch radiosonde balloons
wnich tend to fit this description as outlined here by Mr. Noble.
Tne only way I know to confirm or at least try to confirm the track of
th=2se balloons is to reqguest the weather data for the specific launch
sites. ITf you feel that this extra effort is desirable then I will
initiate-the necessary action acquire the data.

Sometimes weather balloons will develop a leak, as a result they

never reach high altitude or their normal size. This could be the case
in this instance.

However, since cbviously no national threst is indicated and no
scieatific benefit czn be gained, I suggest that the expenditure of
ths extra manhours ani computer times to retrieve this data would not
be justified.

(s) Maj Smith
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