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FRoM  Commending Officer. U. 8. Naval Air Station (84) | ATE
__Memphis, %enrlessee’jiBll_Lj 1 31 AUG 1968
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Headquarters, U, S. Air Force, Washington, D.C.

. § I
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Unidentified flying object; report of
REF1 g B i, ¥ s §. Bl
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NeLt (1) copy of Chief, Memphis Tower, FAA, Airport Traffic Control Tower,
Mamphis, Tenn. ltr of 24 Aug 1966 (with attachments)
— — —  — — — —  —— ——————/— —— — — = —
In the interes: of reduction of paperwork, this form letter is used in lieu of formal correspondence.
Pertinent items are checked below.

ITEM X ‘ ITEM X |
‘ .

In compliance with reference Copy(ies) requested

As a matrer under your cognizance . :t Request addressee(s) take action
Reply not received. Request status of action

For compliance/appropriate action

o Y !
> ¥ | For information #X > | Receipt acknowledged
. W : : ' = .
2 2 | For comment/recommendations B | Action pending (sce *Remarks’)
o | : L e : T
;-,’ ~ | For correczion/completion and return b Does not adequately identify reference(s)
L < . ; : . R : . o -
L\!zssent.’\!: addressed to this command b 3 ® | Improperly mailed to this command, Corrective
Returned for reconsideration action taken indicated under * Remarks'’
eru; o =
Can be ob:zined as indicated under "Remarks’ ! Reported
- - - » J ~3
- E | Delete this command from distribution | - | Detached/Transferred (see * Remarks’
= | O Z g
W s | Include commands listed below in distribution | Wz Serving aboard your command
2 . . .y . Bty .‘ - .
g O | Reduce/Increase this command’s distribution to i g &z | Not on board. If being ordered to this command,
” 8 copviies) 3 J. v l&J request pertinent information under *Remarks’
Not received, Submit by air mail Forwarded for evaluation/comment [
ol : . . e 1 - :
8 @ | Not required by this command O Recommended for command-wide use
o - » - » ‘;# .-.4‘ w » »
3& Not submitted in accordance with reference 2 & | Recommended for revision
: . . - -
? ® | Should be assizned a report symbol ) @ | Should be procured in accordance with reference
|
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FEDERAL AVIATION AGENCY
Alrport Traffic Control Tower

P, O, Box 30050
Memphis, Tennessee

August 24, 1966

IN REPLY
REFER TO,

Commanding Officer )
U, S, Naval Air Station |
Memphis, Tennessee

Dear Sir:

In accordance with current instructions which require that all

unidentified flying ob ject reports be referred to military

officials, the attached report is forwarded for your information

and azy action you deem appropriate,

Sincerely ynurn

James P Art‘hur
Chief, Memphis Tower
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Alrport Trafllec Coutrol Tower
Mowphis, Tamwnesse S

August 24, 1966

Dear M-, SNEN—

This 15 in veply to your letter of August 12, 19G6, concerning an unknown
flying ob ject observed by you in the vicinity of Menplis, Tennassee, I
regret the tavrdiness of this reply; unfortunstely, a discrepancy in the
address and my absence from liemzhis for several days delayed receipt of

" your letter,

Thae established procedure f£or- h:indling UFD rxeports 1s to refer then to ths
nearest military base for {mvaestigatien, FHowzvar, im thls particular
{nszance I feel the circumstincaa warrant my acswering you personally,
During the period prior to zud following July 27, 196§, the Aero-Lite
Cocpany was conducting eserial advertising activities in the Memphis area,
They use 2 modified Cessna with 2 larga Dvane ov platform mounted undere
neath barveen the landimz ce-r and the toilvhzel, This frame i3 approxie
mately 10 feet wide &nd wien alrborae unfolds to # lepsth of approximately
30 feat, It is sctually a scresn sentaining hundreds of tiny light bulba,

‘Using the perforated tape princinlae they eve adble to dizplay woving advere

tising siogans or messages, licwever, the displey to be legible must be
viewed when 2lmost directly overhizad, £o far as I hava been abla to
detarnine, this 1s a newly dosigeed ploce of equipment and the only ona inm

oparation at this time,

- Viewad from tha angle at which you observed it I believe it could have
. presented tha appearance you described, ¥ bass this assumption on the fact

that ths first night it opersted in Mamphis the control tower alona received
over 50 telsphome calls, The cescriptions raceived were not in as good
detail 23 vours dut did describe sinilar appaarances dependent on the angle

from which it wa3 observed,

Since I can=ct ba gure that this was the object you cbserved, I am forwarding
8 copy of your report to the appropriate military asuthorities for further
. {nvestigation and processing, In answar to your offer, I would agpreciate
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. the sketches you made of tha objest, After astudy I will return t:h::f& to you
i you 20 desire, |

Your report s appreciated and should you arain be in the Memphis area I
want to axtend you and your fanlly an fwvitation to viasit the FAA Control
Tower aad Terminal Radar Facllity at Mernnhis letropolitan Alrport, It is

ona of the mwost modern fmatallictions of {ts type in the country, and it would
ba a plsasura for ma to show {t to you,

Sircerely yours,

. Original signed by

s e

- Chilef, Mewphia Tower

ces

.. Coemanding Officar 1//
U, §. Raval Alr Station
Meamphis, Tennesses
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August 12, 1960

Federal Aviation Agency -
Memphis Ailrpoxt

Air Trazrfic Control Toweh

Memphis, Tennessec -

Gentlemen: ) y

.M.,* while driving on Interstiate 55
iong with my wife and daughtex, saw
yhat p;aarnd to us to be a "rlying saucex", This object was

On July 27, 1966, at 9:30 P
a

approximately 200 feet fzom us, over the highway, at an upwaxd .i.

angle, and we were able to observe this object for approxigately
1l minute in great detail, - ';1mtv

This objez* .was approximately 40-50 feet in diametexr, the maln'fy'

e Y

portion being black, with one small red light on the upper léft
region {(as it was faclng us). This light did not blink, ‘' The

black portion was slightly more oblong in shape than round, Undex:”

this slightly elongated portion was a smallex section of the Ob-
ject that appeared to be completely round in shape. This section

appeared toc have a glass area (morxe or less frosted) from which a .
continuous light was shining. Bencath this was a "rxotor" which

turned at

a mnoderate rate of speed, passing in front of the
frosted light panel, causing this light to '"blink". . The xotor
was not turning at a high rate of speed either at- thu time that
the object was almost stationary above us nor when it left oux
field of vision, Thexe was no sign of power, such as jets, pxo=-,
pellers, etc. We could detect no noise from the crarit, but it
is possible that there was some noise associated with it that we
were unable to detect because of the air-conditioning and the
fact that all windows in the car were closed. After approxi-
mately 1 minute, this object left our immediate range of vision,
flying away from us toward and over part of Memphis,
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Please D02 advised that immediately after this craft left our .
alrplane at a much hicher altitude, e w3

vicinity, we sighted an
~and were able to make a

was definitely no questicr

F

comparison of these two crafts.
in our minds that the object we saw ° .}

Therxe
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‘was "NOT an airplane of any type:
- -13_.raft, and woul
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office., "Also, please ad,*aa £ 4
were reporfbdhso your office.
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In yiew o the above des:ziptian,
craft of this nature 1is

know to us. I hue made sketches
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I would appreciate hearing from
known to your’"
any other sightings of this Obgect
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of this matter.
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