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FEDERAL AVIATION AGENCY

Airport Traffic Control Tower

P, 0, Box 30050

Memphis, Tennessee

August 24, 1966

N REPLY

REFER TO;

Commanding Officer 7

U, S, Naval Air Station

Memphis, Tennessee

Dear Sir:

In accordance with current instructions which require that all

unidentified flying object reports be referred to military

officials, the attached report is forwarded for your information

and any action you deem appropriate,

Sincerely yours, a |

James F, Arthur

Chief, Memphis Tower
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Airport Tra{fle Control Tever

P, 0, Box 30050

Memphis, Tannes

‘August 24, 1966

Me,

Apt, 81-6

tairia, Louisiana

Dear Mr, <a”

This i9 in reply to your letter of August 12, 1966, concerning an unknown

flying object observed by you in the vicinity of Menphis, Tennessea, I
regret the tardiness of this veply; unfortusstely, a discrepancy in the

addresa and my absence from lienchis for several days delayed receipt of
“.. your letter,

' The established procedure for hindling USO reports 4s to refer then to the
mearest military base for tmvestigatien, Hovaver, in this particular

instance I feel the circumstances warrant my answering you personally,

During the period prior to and following July 27, 1965, the Aero-Lite

Conpany vas conducting éerial advertising activities im the Memphis area,

They use 2 modified Cessna with a large £ ov platform mounted under-=

neath between the landing cecr end the t al, This frame is approxie

mately 10 feet wide and when airborne um to # length of approximately

30 feat, Ie is actually 2 screen centein
*

hundreds of tiny light bulbs,ug

‘Using the perforated tape principle they are able to display moving edvere

tising slogans or messages, Huvaver, the displey to be legible must be

viewed when almost directly overhead, So far as I hava been abla to

| determine, this is a newly desigeed piace of equipment and the only one in

; operation at this time, a

| Viewed from the angle at which you observed it I believe it could have

presented tha appearance you described, { base this assumption on the fact

that the first night it opersted in Memphis the control tower alone received

’ over 50 telephone calls, The cescriptions received were not in as good

detail a3 yours dut did describe similar appearances dependent on the angle

from which it was observed,

Since I consct be sure that this was the object you observed, I am forwarding

@ copy of your report to the appropriate military authorlties for further

/ dnvestigation and processing, In answsr to your offer, I would appreciate



the sketches you made of the object, After study I will return them to you
4& you ao desire, ;

Your report is appreciated end should you arainm be in the Memphis area I

want to extend you and your fanily an fyvitation to visit the PAA Control
Tower and Terminal Radar Facility at Memshis Metropolitan Airport, It is

one of the most modern instslictions of tts type iu the country, and it would
be a pisasure for ma to show it to you,

Sincerely yours,

4 Griginal signed by

Res
Chief, Meaphia Tower

cet

“Tin Ghee
U, S, Raval Air Station

Menphia, Tennessee

(Rensee eters i - . ,



~~usi_ south of Memphis, I, ai

August 12, 1966

Federal Aviation Agency

Memphis Aixypoxrt

Aix Trarfic Control Tower

Memphis, Tennessee’ ~*

Gentlemen: ‘. 5

On July 27, 1966, at 9:36 P

ng with my wife and daughter, saw

yhat appeared to us to be "Flying saucer". This object was

approximately 200 feet from us, over the highway, at an upward «3.

angle, and we were able to observe this object for approximately.

1 minute in great detail. Waia

This object was approxizately 40-50 feet in diameter, the main +
portion being black, with one small red light on the upper léft

region (as it was facing us). This light did not blink.’ The :

black portion was slightly more oblong in shape than round, Under”

this slightly elongated portion was a smaller section of the ob-

ject that appeared to be completely round in shape. This section —

appeared to have a glass area (more or less frosted) from which a*:

continuous light was shining. Beneath this was a "xotor" which

turned at 2 moderate rate of speed, passing in front of the

frosted lisht panel, causing this light to "blink".. The rotor eas
was not turning at a high rate of speed either at-the time that

the object was almost stationary above us nor when it left our

field of vision. There was no sign of power, such as jets, pxro-~,.

pellers, etc. We could detect no noise from the crart, but it —
is possible that there was some noise associated with it that we

were unable to detect because of the air-conditioning and the

fact that all windows in the car were closed. After approxi-

mately 1 minute, this object left our immediate range of vision,

flying away from us toward and over pact of Memphis.

M.,: while driving on Interstate ee
co}



Please >e advised that immediately after this craft left our .
vicinity, we sighted.an sirplane at a iauch higher altitude,

.and were able to make,a cempurison of these two crafts. There _

was definitely no question in our minds that the object we saw ° {3
“was-NOT an airplane of ad typesiknow to us. I hue made a

yhis_craft, and would be pleased to forward same to you. ox”
“<= your study. ae Eee ‘

ai ‘ ° : Pabst

2 In yiew of the above descri ption, I would appreciate hearing from |
“=. you “as to whether or not a craft of this nature is known to your.

office. “Also, please advise if any other sightings of this object.

were reportedto your office.

Thank you' for your consideration of this matter.

‘

y sincerely...


