
PROJECT 19073 RECORD

1), SATE - TIME GROUP

13 - 66 13152

8. SOURCE

Civilian

4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS

2. LOCATION

Gwinner, North Dakota

10. CONCLUSION

ene witness

Unidentified si pre

ene

5. LENGTH OF O83SERVATION i. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

5 minutes Observer noted elliptical shaped ebject with a glass
bubddle protruding from the top. The ebject was silvery

gray in color und appeared te hover before departing
toward the northwest, The observer said he could hear

a low pitched whines at ont time.

6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION

Greund Visual Tx

7. COURSE

Nw There was evidence present in the form of depressions

in the ground. ‘he surrounding area showed no effects

of heat and no evidence of high velocity wind blast.
One ef the investigating officials said that it looked

like semeone had jumped up and dewn en a bewling ball.

8. PHOTOS

4 Yes
#3 No

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

& ye:
O No

FORM

ETM cep er M.279 (TDE) previous editions of this form may be used,



27. In the following sketch, Imogine thot you cra et the point shown. Place an ‘'A’" on the curver line to show how

high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when yuu first sow It, Place a ‘'B’’ on the same curved line ae |

show how high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you last suw it. Place an ‘’A’’ on the compass

when you first sow It. Place a ‘'B'’ on the compass where you last saw the object,

90° 73°

28, Draw ¢ picture that will show the motion that the object or objects mado. Place an "*A*' at the beginning of the

peth, o '“B’’ st the end of the poth, snd show any changes in direction during the course,

al krmeny
rs

29, IF there wes MORE THAN ONE object, then how many were there? —__________._..___

Draw a picture of how they were orronged, and put on orrow to show the direction that they were traveling.
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30. Hove you ever seen this, or a similor object before. If so give date or dates and location.

Ea 2 cr —se ewe eer ST Te SS Se Oe Nee ee

31. Was anyone sise with you at the time you sow the object? (Circle One) Yes ( No)

31.1 IF you enswered YES, did they see the object too? (Circle One) “Yes Ne

31.2 Please list their names and addresses:

32. Please sive the following infarmation chout yourself:

-
_
—
-

Lest Name

Stree?

TELEPHONE M3 ¢ RETR c AQ sex exemake

indicote cny additional Information cbout yourself, including ony special experience, which might be pertinenr.

oe eee eee

33. When and to whom did you repert that you had seen the object? \ #2 ZL. mg, FPS vagkia, Cras

Dey Month Yeoor

|

i

* . j - .

Miéd k="2 7 ie a’ ee mi
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34, Dote you completed this questionnaire: Oe DPrrrewihor 1906 _ |
oe § Day |Month Year

35. Information which you feel pertinent and which is not adequately covered in the specific points of the

questionnaire or o norrative explanation of your sighting.



FID (TDETR)
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 45433
7 November 1966

Reference your widentified observation of 13 September 1966.
The information which we have received is not sufficient for

‘s YI evalvation. Request you complete the attached FID Form 164
te) NY and return it in the envelope provided.

el aid We wish to thank you for reporting your observation to the
ee Qi3 Air Force.

= j is
5 Nig Sincerely,

Uy . :Bra QUINTANILLA, Jr, Major, USAF
Shief, Project Blue Book

"ums aA et
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ASSISTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL FOR AIR

NORTH DAKOTA AIR NATIONAL GUARD
Box 5536 State University Station r § Ace ns

Fargo, North Dakota 58103 y af t
4206

REPLY TO ‘ -
ATIN OF: ND-AAG 25 September 1966

SUBJECT: Report of UFO Sighting § 9 if 7
ing"

to: AFSC (FTD)

1. A report of UFO sighting is submitted in compliance with AFR

200-2, paragraph 14.

a. (1) Elliptical with glass bubble protruding from top.

(2) Approximately 36 feet in diameter.

(3) Silvery-Gray.

(4) One.

(5) N/A.

(6) Retractable tripod in bottom, five (5) flashing lights

visible - Two (2) red, two (2) white, one (1) green.

(7) None, except for bluish glow at bottom on take-off.

(8) Very loud on take-off resembling low-pitched whine.

(9) None.

b. (1) Seen at distance of approximately one (1) mile while
observer was waiting for school bus.

(2) Elevation 10°, azimuth 240° one (1) mile from observer,
hovering.

(3) Angle a0°. azimuth estimated 350° upon disappearing.

(4) Hovering when first sighted one (1) mile from observer

then moved to a position 280° from observer at about 300 yards and
made vertical landing in field.

(5) Object left with great rapidity near vertical but

slightly to the north,

(6) Estimated five (5) minutes,



ce. (1) Ground-visual.

(2) Optical-aid -- Telescope mounted on rifle.

(3) N/A.

d. (1) 131315% September 1966.

(2) Day.

e. Ten (10) miles west, two (2) miles north of Gwinner, North

Dakota.

f. (1) Randy Rotenberger, 11, Gwinner, North Dakota. Reli-

ability considered excellent for age of observer.

(2) N/A.

boa (1) Overcast, visibility good.
Ge

(2) thru (7) Observed weather at three (3) nearest points at

13002, 13 September 1956, as follows:

FAR measured 700' broken, 1800' overcast, visibility more

than fifteen (15) miles, temperature 59, dew point 57, wind 360° 17-24
kts.

ABR estimated 6000' broken, 12,000' broken to overcast,

visibility more than fifteen (15) miles, light rain showers, tempera-

ture 64, dew point 57, wind 270° 5 kts.

JMS balloon ceiling 2100' overcast, visibility more than

fifteen (15) miles, temperature 53, dew point 49, wind 010" 23-32 kts.

h. Cold front passage occurred in the area between 0900% and

1000Z with some thunderstorm activity. Electrical power was off in

i, None.

j- None known.

k. At 19304-15 September 1966-a telephone call was received by

the preparing officer, Thomas E, Marking, Lt Col, Commander, 119th

Combat Support Squadron, from Mr. Clifford Melroe of the Melroe Manu-

facturing Company of Gwinner, North Dakota, that a strange object had

been observed near Gwinner by a schoolboy, @QQQQURMMRENRBER, and that
the object, upon landing near the farm home of the boy, had left tracks

itemnleianinsaind cceciciinesah tS ares le Sas

7
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in the field. He suggested that someone be sent out to observe the

tracks and possibly explain them.

At 21304, Brig Gen Homer G. Goebel, Lt Col Thomas E. Marking,

Capt EdwardA. Skroch and MSgt Everett E. Brust arrived at the scene

of the reported sighting. At the point where the observer said the.

object landed, three (3) impressions were found in a-summerfallowed

field. The impressions were ball-shaped, 10" in diameter and 7" deep,

in the form of an isosceles triangle, 26'x21'6"x21'6". They were

apparently made by an object or objects pressed vertically. There was

no evidence of digging and the impressions were compacted solidly. It

is estimated from the condition of the soil that approximately 1500

lbs would be required to make each one. There was evidence of pedes-

trian traffic but no vehicular tracks were seen entering the field.

The dried stubble in the area showed no effects of heat and no evi-

dence of high velocity wind blast was apparent. Radiation at the site~

was insignificant indicating .1 milliroentgen on PDR-27. No electrical
transmission lines are located in the area.

The information in a. through e. above was obtained through an

interview with the observer, @RRR@gager. The impression gained
from the interview was that the boy is very level-headed and objective
for his age. Although he admitted being frightened at the time, his
s+opy did not vary in any detail during the interview. When asked to

make a drawing of what he saw, he did so without hesitation or apparent
doubt about what he thought he observed.

Although the possibility of a hoax always exists, it is not con-

sidered a certainty. The observer obviously lacks observation ex-

perience and technical knowledge but he displayed obvious sincerity.

The impressions could have been made by individuals, but the instrument

used would have been quite heavy and required two or more to carry it.

The number of persons having knowledge of the alleged sighting was

limited prior to 15 September since the boy was reluctant to mention

it to anyone except his mother,

The possibility that some ball lightning phenomenon was observed

is not considered valid since, according to meteorological texts,

weather conditions were not correct, i.e., no active thunderstorms,

wind velocity too high, ete. A whirlwind or "dust devil" must be ruled
out since the ground was damp and the air was stable as evidenced by

the probable temperature-dew point spread. According to the U, 5S.

Weather Station, the cold front at this time was east of Fargo, south
of Gwinner but north of Aberdeen,

Tf one assumes a relationship between the sighting and the inm-
pressions in the field, then any meteorological phenomenon must be
discounted.

3
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No aircraft, experimental or operational, is known at this station

which would account for such impressions that were left in the field

or, assuming the observer's story to be valid, would account for the

flight path or appearance.

The possibility exists that the impressions could have been made
by repeated pounding and sculpturing with a round object and the

sighting invented to go with them or that the sighting was reported

and the impressions then sculptured to give it credibility. To prove

or disprove this would probably require intensive interrogation.

If no connection between the sighting and the impressions is

assumed then the sighting could have been an optical illusion or some

unknown atmospheric anomaly. However, based on the assumption that

the reported sighting was reasonably valid, that a causal relationship

exists between the sighting and the ground impressions and that hoax

of some sort was not involved, the object reported is considered un-

known and unidentified pending further information that may become

available.

1. Photographs of the site are attached plus the drawing made by

Randy Rotenberger of his impression of what he observed.
‘y

/bptae SLA 4a

HOMER G. GOEBEL, Brig Gen, NDakANG 2 Atch

Asst Adjutant General for Air 1. Photographs of site (')

ite

ean A dec Aiud ars 24 Teale done a be ad



REPLY TO

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

AIR FORCE FLIGHT DYNAMICS LABORATORY (AFSC)

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, OHIO 45433

ATTN OF: FDFM/R. J. Parker/55027 26 October 1966

sussect: Evaluation of Depressions Found in Fallowed Field Near Gwinner,
North Dakota in Connection with Reported UFO Sighting

to: FIDIR/Lt. Morley

Conclusions:

1. The symmetrical layout of the depressions is a logical arrange~

ment for a tripod-type landing gear.

2. The absence of vehicular tracks in the field effectively rules

out the possibility of the depressions being made by a piece of

heavy farm equipment.

3. Since no soil strength data was obtained, it is not possible

to estimate the force which made the depressions, (A cone penetrom-

eter reading in the area surrounding the depressions plus additional

readings in the bottom of the depressions themselves are essential.)

Therefore, it is not possible to verify the estimated 1500 lbs force

per depression figure given by the investigator's report.

4. Based on the information contained in the report made by Brig.

Gen, Homer G, Goebel, NDakANG, there is no evidence to refute that

the depressions could have been made by a vehicle with vertical

take-off and landing capability. The rounded shape of the imprints

would normally be associated as the ground-contacting elements for

a landing gear designed for unsurfaced (relatively soft) areas.

Self-aligning flat-bottom pads would be a more logical selection

for landing on prepared sites.

FOR THE DIRECTOR

Y fn =

PAUL M, WAGNER td s 4 Atchs

Actg Technical Mgr (Alighting Gear) 1. NDakANG Itr dtd 25

Mechanical Branch Sept 66.

Vehicle Zquipment Division 2. Photographs of Site.

3. Drawing by io”
ea.
4. Note dtd 21 Oct 66

is



21 Oct. 66

Conversation with MSgt Brust, one of the investigating officials,
revealed that the ground was compressed some but not solidly

compressed as first stated. The markings were three days old

before the investigating group arrived on the scene, He made

the comment that it lhaked to him like someone had taken a bowl-

ing ball and jumped on it several times, No additional infor-

mation had become available on this sighting. They had sub-

mitted all the information that they had obtained.
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| /3 Sept 66

TDETR /Maj H Quintanilla, Jr/70916/mhs/21 Oct 66

Request for Information on Power Outege

GCT 2 4 1966

lectric Company

Gwinner, North Dakota 55040

The Air Force office which has the responsibility for investigating
unidentified flying objects is in receipt of a report from the

Gwinner area on 13 September 1966. ‘The initial report mentioned

that electrical power was off in the immediate area for approximately

four hours. This office would appreciate any information on the

cause or causes of this particular electrical power breakdown. This

in?ormation will be of value in our final evaluation of the reported

sighting. If you have any questions on the material desired you

may contact Major Hector Quintanilla, Jr at area code 513, 25-70916
or 25-76678.

FOR THE COMMANDER

4 A n234——
p S DCE Olonel, USAF

Deput (for Fe ology and Subsystems

a ane A DATE 2Lect- 62
: oe, QUINTANILLA, JR

io) es DATS a re a
TDET

COORDINATION

a scien A ai ye
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FID (TDETR)
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 45433

7 November 1966

Gwinner, North Dakota 58040

Dear Mr. xililiaanasits

Reference your unidentified observation of 13 September 1966.

The information which we have received is not sufficient for

evaluation. Request you complete the attached FTD Form 164

and return it in the envelope provided.

We wish to thank you for reporting your observation to the

Air Force.

Sincerely,

= ae of

tere Ie TT hin NO
“ESCTOR(Q) WILLA, Jr, Major, USAF

Chief, Project Blue Book



U.S. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION

This questionnaire has been prepared so thot you can give the U.S. Air Force as much

information as possible concerning the unidentified aerial phenomenon that you have ol;nerved,

7 Please try to onswer as many questions as you possibly‘can, The information that yeu give will

be used for research purposes. Your name will not be used in connaction with any statemenis,

conclusions, or publications without your permission. We request this personal Information sc

that if it is deemed necessary, we may contact you for further details.

1. When did you see the object? ?. Time of day: i’ =. « oe
hour Minvina

Fp, fi i

Abiola Segateom Crni4 hb {Circle One): (Am) or PM.
Doy. - Month ¥ eur

te OF os pS +4

3. Time Zone: : " :

(Circle One): a. Eastern (Circle One); a, Daylight ssving

cb, Contra 'b, Standard’)
c. Mountain ———

d. Pacific
e, Other et we

4, Where were you when you sow the object’

Shaun gh ees Bath ah e..
Neocrest Postel Address City or Town Srote ov County

5. How long wes object in sight? (Tors! Duration) —_ sae : ene 3 iiss
Hours Minutes Seconds

sc. Cartain c. Not very sure

b. Feirly certain d. Justo guess

5.1 How was time in sight determined? fay tara tatianer te b, _
5.2 Wes obiect in sight continuously? Se No | ee

6. Whot was the concition of the sky?

DAY NIGHT

ec. Bright a, Bright

r><-Cloudy) b. Cloudy

7, IF you saw the object during DAYLIGHT, where was the SUN located as you locked at the objet?

d. To your left(Circle One); a, |n fronto
Cb. In back of you e, Overhead
c. loyourr f, Don’t remember

FORM

FTD oct 62 164 Thie form superasdcs FTD 164, Jul 61, which le obsolete.
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Page 2

8. IF you saw the object of NIGHT, what did you notice conceming the STARS and MOON?

B.1 STARS (Circle One): 8.2 MOON (Circle One):

a. None a. Bright moonlight

b. A few b. Dull moonlight

c. Many : €. No moonlight— pitch dark

d. Don't remember d. Don’t remember

9. What were the weather conditions at the time you saw the object?

CLOUDS (Circle One): WEATHER (Circle One):

a. Clear sky a, Ory

OO. Hasy oe bo F t, of light roin
Seaed

¢. Scattersc clouds ¢.. Moderate or heavy rain

d. Thick o heavy clouds d. Snow

e. Don't remember

10. The objact cppeared; (Circle One).

Ca, SoliD d. Asa light
b, Transparent e. Don't remember |

¢. Vopur

1]. if it eppeored a3 a light, was it brighter than the brightest stors? (Circle One):

0. Brighter ¢. About the same

b. Dimmer d, Don's know

11.1 Compare brightness to some common object:

12. The edges of se object were:

(Cucte i.e) 9. Fuzzy or blurreda

b. Like a bri
a

13, Did the object: (Circle One for ecch question)

a, Appear to stond still at any time? (Yes) No Don’t know
b. Suddenly speed up and rush away at any time? (Yes) No Don't know

c. Break up into parts or explode? Yes Cie Don't know

d. Give off smoke? Don't know

Change brightness? No (Don't know?
Change shape? ’ exry) Don't know
Flash or flicker? Q Don’t know

Disappear cnd reappear? Don't know

Ceidiaai pe TeereacSo h ecte Ltb



Page J

14. Did the object disappear while you were atching it? {1 so, how?

i?
fs= —- «+ -_ “o-= - CS re eee ——_—ee ee eR ee -—— es -_-—- eeee me _ = oo fr?

»
Aa. “*.

15. Did the object move behind something at any time, particulurly a cloud?

(Circle One); No Don't Know. IF you answered Ys, then tell what

it moved behind; _. aubintter, Ahelhe od AG aniaca Solsi

— re ee ee eee | lcSe le me ee Oe i eeee ee ee ee ——_—— — — © ee i i i i nee eee >

OC ee ‘-_ — - -— eee ee le me emem mesmeee et -_—.+ eo ore 6 ee ee ee

16. Did the objeet move in front of samething at any time, particularly a cloud?

(Circle One): Yes No Don’t Know. IF you answered YES, than te!! wis
aOg RS ge SRA is 2 en = epee a na a ae

—s- ee —_- ——_—_—-— —_—_ —_- -- o_o —-t—- Orr ee oe - — +. EEEEE SE ES EKa oe Fe * ~~ —_— =e « . . el = - > -—e

17. Tell in o few words the following things font the object:

F
!

sf
a

|
a. Sound. wera acbnetsd at eete bl pe.Sere ee 2,

b. Color ae _atcee lseee R Gumtong —— RASS | OS
—_<<] . ee © © “reew en ww Se Se —_——_-Fe ——— se mee Se

18. We wish to know the ongulor size. Hold a match stick at arm’s length in line with a known object and ict "oa

much of the object is covered by the head of the match. If you had performed this experiment at the tim: of ile

sighting, how much of the object would have been covered by the match head?

ep ew} fale

atti eee eee eee aoe — -« ~-.meee eeeee —_— eeee

19. Drow a picturs moat will show the shape of the object or objects. Label and include in your sketch any details

of the object tnct you sow such as wings, protrusions, etc., and especially exhaust trails or vapor trails.

Place on crrow desice the drowing to show the direction, the. objject was moving.
11

a
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20. Do you think you can estimate the speed of the object?

(Cirels One) Cres ) No

IF you answered YES, then what speed would you estimatey <t-*

21. Do you think you can estimate how far away from you the object was?

(Circle One) Ges ) No

IF you cnswered YES, then how for away would you say it was? abhasart a3. 0. Z, >
ap etid + fer” Pistia d

22. Where were you locoted when you saw the object? 23. Were you (Circle One)

(Circle One):
a. in the business section of a city?

Co. Inside a building) f b. In the residential section of @ city?
b. Ina cer tla open countryside?
c. Qutdoors “Y= Near an airfield?
d. In an oirsiane (type) e. Flying over a city?

e. At sec f, Flying over open country?

NG ODTT eee oe 2 a al tte g- Other i lca ecmiciasail

24, IF you were MOVING IN AN AUTOMOBILE or other vehicle at the time, then complete the following questions;

24.1 What direction were you moving? (Circle One)

e. North ec Eost e. South y West

b. Northeost d, Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest

24.2 How fest were you moving? —_________miles per hour.

24.3 Did you stop ot ony time while you were looking at the object?

(Circle One) Yes No

25. Did you observe the object through any of the following?

a. Eyegicsses Yes No e. Binoculars Yes No

b. Sun glasses Yes No f. Telescope Yes No

c. Windsh! Yes No g- Theodolite Yes No

(d. Window : Yes No NR oS eee a ceaena

26. In order that you can give as clecr a picture as possible of what you saw, describe in your own words © common

object or objects which, when placed up in the sky, would give the same appearance as the object which you saw

AERATION. HATS Hm Oya mo



Page 3

14, Did the object disappear while you were zatching it? {1 so, how?

15. Did the object move behind something at any time, particularly a cloud?

(Circle One): Don't Know. IF you answered YES, then tell what

it moved behind: . G2v.. oO oo tin, bebelt.a oe ee ae add eatin SaniBa

16. Did the objeet move in front of semething at any time, particularly a cloud?

(Circle One): Yes Don't Know. IF you answered YES, then te!! wit

PR PRISE Ye ee eeeg seSe yea al alueeeianss «sacs oa arenesml renee

17, Tell in a few words the following thi:ist about the object:

e. Sound.rretisg Lontell Fas feinaa x3 hor msrtee eahen Te
b. Color ihrer etamicising atll.EBistde aea Ee ale

We wish to know the angular size. Hold a match stick at arm’s length in line with a known object and na? *

much of the object is covered by the head of the match. If you had performed this experiment at the tivw: of 4

sighting, a much of the | wagwould have been covered by the match head?

2
4

;

icture thet will show the shape of the object or objects. Lobel and include in your sketch any details

of the object thet you saw such as wings, protrusions, etc., and especially exhaust trails or vopor trails.

Place on orrow beside the drawing to show the direction the object yazmoving:

pee Py OAT, Lertow saat
Lowoe

ie rae sate LAD pt sis



20. Do you think you can estimate the speed of the object?

(Circle One) (ves) No

IF you answered YES, then what speed would you estimate’ abbas?tt ayoeed.'c

21. Do you think you can estimate how far away from you the object was?

(Circle One) No

IF you enswered YES, then how far away would you say it was? about, 2OO hid.

22. Where were you located when you sow the object? 23. Were you (Circle One)

(Circle One):
a. in the business section of a city?

Co. Inside o building j b. In the residential section of a city?

b. Ina car coe li “open ‘countryside?
c. Outdoors d. Near an airfield?

d. {non airplane (type) e. Flying over a city?

e. At seo f, Flying over open country?

a a a g. Other .-..... __. ee

24. iF you were MOVING IN AN AUTOMOBILE or other vehicle at the time, then complete tho following questions;

24.1 What direction were you moving? (Circle One)

o. North c, Eost e. South y- West

b. Northeost d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest

24.2 How fost were you moving? —_-—_________miles per hour.

24.3 Did you stop at any time while you were looking at the object?

(Circle One) Yes No

25. Did you observe the object through cny of the following?

a. Eyegicsses Yes No e. Binoculars Yes No

b. Sun gicases Yes No f. Telescope Yes No

¢. Windshisid Yes No g. Theodolite Yes No

Cd. Window gisas > Yes No Si I a it enles

26. In order that you con give as clear a picture as possible of what you saw, describe in your own words o common

object or objects which, when placed up in the sky, would give the sama appearance as the object which you sav
we bareek Come © thor
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