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1. DATE - FIME GROUP 2. LOCATION | :
6 Fov. 66 14452 La Porte, Texas one witness
3. SOURCE 10, CONCLUSION S ,%
Civilian Balloon(pessible /

4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS

one

% LENGTH OF OBSERYATION
15 minutes

6. TYPE OF OBSERVYATION
Greund Visual Bx

7. COURSE
nerthward

8. PHOTOS

0 Yes

)5 No
9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

0 Yes
b4 No

FORM
FTD sep 63 0-329 (TDE)

FA—-/J-' + 35""‘_““/

Cbserver noted a cizar shapsd object abeut 10 feet in
diameter and 150 feet lonzg. The object was metallic
silver in ceolor and appeared teo have black square

eojects on the sides that could have been windews or (?

1 BRIGF SUMMARY AND AMALYAIS

bleck letters, The objsct appeared te have two fins !t'
on each side like a dirigible. The ebject was travel-

ing very slewly from the south te the nerth, ——

A bvalleon was launched freom Victeria, Texas at 0515

on the date of the sighting, but it was reperted to be
down two hours before the sighting. Other weather
statiens in the area launch balleens daily which ceuld
have b=en observed by the witness, The ebserver stated

that it looked likxe a balleon of scme type.

Previous editions of this form may be used,
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MILITARY CLIMB CORRIDORS

T ilitary el orridors victed below have been designated as & restricted arva., The lateral and vertical
I'he military climb corridors depict g

limits of these military ¢limb corridors are illustrated. The relation of these corridors to the terrain and aeronautical
fucilities can be seen on the face of the chart where the lateral limits are also shown.

SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS (KELLY AFB) HOUSTON. TEXAS (ELLINGTON AFB)
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SUBJECT:

TO:

N/ 2
L | ¢

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

2578TH AIR BASE SQUADRON (CAC)
SLUINGTON AIR FORCE JASE, TEXAS 77030

BOT-P 10 November 1966

UFO Report

FTD (TDETR)
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 45433

1. Description of Object

(a) Shape: Like a cigar.

(b) Size: 10 feet in diameter, 150 feet long (estimated).

(c) Color: Metallic silver.

(d) Number: One.

(e) Formation: N/A.

(f) Discernible features: Black square objects on sides that
could have been windows or block letters.

(g) Tail, trail, or exhaust: Negative.

(h) Sound: Negative.

(1) Other unusual features: Appeared to have two fins on each
side like a dirigible.

m‘

2. Course of Object

(a) What called attention to object: Mr. Al Cooling, the weather
observer at the port weather station, saw it while making a weather
observation,

(b) FElevation angle when first observed: 20 degrees (est.)

Azimuth angle when first observed: 270 degrees (est.)

(c) Elevation angle when object disappeared: 20 degrees (est.)

(d) Flight path and maneuvers: Traveled very slowly from south
to north. No other maneuvers noted.

(e) How did object disappear: Went out of sight.

(f) How long was the object visible: 15 minutes.

3. Manner of Observation

(a) Ground visual
(b) Optical aids used: Binoculars, 50 power.

L, Time and Date of Sichting

& -
(a) Time: 1445 GAT, 0845 CST. ~
(b) Date: Sunday, 6 November 1966
(¢) Light conditions: Day (Clear)
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5. Location of Obsarver

(a) Geographical: 95°1'W, 29°u41N
(b) Landmark: La Porte, Texas

6. Identifyving Information on Observer

: (a) Name: Louis FONTENOT
{ (b) Age: 49
. (¢) Address: Anchor Boat Works, La Porte, Texas
. (d) Occupation: Port Captain
i (e) Education: Unknown
- (f) Estimate of Reliability: Good

7. Weather and Winds Aloft Conditicns

(a) Observers observation: Very clear, no clouds
(b) Winds aloft (from Ellington AFB Weather Station): Surface,
130/63 6000*', 190/15; 10,000', 270/15; 16,000', 250/30; 20,000', 250/303
30,000, 260/153 50,000, 260/453 60,000*, 260/44; 80,000', UNK.
(¢) Ceiling: None (clear).
| (d) Visibility: 7 miles
t (e) Amount of cloud cover: None.
' (f) Thunderstorms in area: None.
(g) Vertical Temperature gradient: surface - 8000', minus 2.1
degrees centigrade per 1000 ftj; 8000'-9000', plus 2 degrees; (inversion);
i 9000'-51000', minus 2 degrees centigrade per 1000°'.

8. Unusual activity or conditions that could account for UFO Sighting:
None (see comments of investigating officer).

9. Interception or identification action: None (see comments of
investigating officer).

10, Air Traffic and Balloon Releases

(a) Aircraft: The observer reported seeing what he thought was a
jet fighter type aircraft producing a con-trail approach the UFO from
A the west at an altitude much higher than the UFO. When the jet reached
4 the vicinity of the UFO it made a sharp left turn and proceeded in a
A northerly direction. The observer did not think the jet could have seen
3 the UFO because of its higher altitude. No jet aircraft departed from
Ellington prior to the UFO sighting and attempts to identify the jet
N alrcraft were unsuccessful. Ellington weather station stated that jet
) aircraft would produce con-trails at 25,000 feet and higher.




(b) Balloon: The U, S. Weather Bureau released a weather balloon
from its weather station at Victoria, Texas, at 0515 on the date of the
sighting. Telephone conversations with a Mr. Jones at Victoria revealed
the path of balloon as depicted on the attached maps. The path informa-
tion was taken from the weather station's official records. These
records indicated the balloon burst at an altitude of 30,620 meters
(101,046 feet) at 0657 CST. Since the time the balloon burst was almost
two hours before the UFO sighting (0845 CST), it appears that this
balloon could not be an explanation for the UFO sighting.

11. Photographic evidence: No photographs were taken.
—_—

12, Comments:

a. Although investigation did not disclose any other balloon launch-
ings other than those mentioned in this report, the observer stated that

——————

it was his opinion-thal this was a balloon of some type.

b. I could not uncover any other logistical explanation for this
UFO sighting.

FOR THE COMMANDER

¢ e
i / /LAURENCE R.' LEACH, JR#Z Major, USAF 3 Atch

ssistant Chief l. Houston Post article
Operations and Training 2. Houston Chronicle article
3. Local area map
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ASSIGNED RADIO FREQUENCIES FOR AIR NAVIGATION
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Radio frequencies are divided by international ugreement into eight bands, identified as follows:

Below 30 kiloeycles VLE (very low frequency) 30-300 megacycies (30,000-300,000 ke.) ... VHE (very high frequency)
30-8300 Ke. ... coocov evsennenen . LF (low frequency) 300-3,000 ME. ...covnrnvrinmmmnmuananmmmes:. UHEF (Ultra high frequeney)
300-3,000 ke. oveieeccee oo MF (Medium frequencey) 3.000-30,000 MO ..ovvcenrcremriescarns VA e T SHF (super high frequency)
3,000-20,000 ke, ....ooooweee.. HE (high frequency) 30,000-300,000 Me. .viiiiia e BHF (extremely high frequency)

Low /Medium /High Frequencies (L/M/HTY)

190-415 ke. and 515-544 ke, Transmitting frequencies of L/MF radio ranges, aeronautical and marine radiobeacons, control tower, and
ILS compass locators (both navigational signals and veice where available).

3023.5 ke. Guarding frequency of control towers, both FAA and military. Most Flight Service Stations (FSS) guard on request,

Certain military control towers transmit on high frequencies such as 3053 ke. and 6723 ke., and other communication stations which ure
not shown on sectional charts operate on a number of frequencies in the M /HF bands.

Radio broadeasting stations (AM ), which are extensively used for aireraflt homing, transmit on frequencies between 535 ke, and 1605
ke. A selection of these broadeasting stations which are suitable for air navigation are shown with call letters and frequencey on aeronautical
charts.

500 ke. is the international distress frequency for ships and aircraft over the seas.

Very High Frequencies (VHF)

VHF channels which are not specified below as transmitting or guarding frequencies are normally used for both purposes.
75 me. Transmitting frequency of fan markers, Z markers, and ILS markers.

108.1-111.9 me. Transmitting frequencies of 1LS localizers (navigational signalsand voice where availuble). Operate on odd-tenth decimal fregs.

108.2-112.0 me. Transmitting frequencies of omniranges (navigational signals and voice where available, Operate on even-tenth decimal
frequencies.

112.1-117.9 me. Transmitting frequencies of omniranges (navigational signals and voice where available).

118.0-121.4 me. Air traffic control communications for civil aircraft. (Control towers and Air Route Traffic Control (ARTC) centers).

121.5 me. Emergency frequency. This is the universal VHF channel for emergency and distress communmnication and its use should be lim-
ited to such calls. Generally available at all FAA and military stations, through either the tower or the FSS,
121.6 me. Search and Rescue.

121.7; 121.8; 121.9 me. Airport ground control frequency, for communication between tower and taxiing aireraft or ground vehicles.
122.1 me. Standard FSS guarding frequency for private zircraft (122.3 me. is also reserved for this purpose).

122.2 me. FSS transmitting frequency for private aircraft.

122.5 me. Standard FAA tower guarding frequency for private aircraft,

122.4: 122.6: 122.7 me. Other FAA tower guarding frequencies for private aireraft, shown thus in tower box on chart: 122.7

-Hll ™

122.8 me. Aeronautical advisory stations (UNICOM), for communication with private aircraft. These stations are indicated by symbal
on face of chart.

122.9 me. Aeronautical Multicom Stations for communication pertaining to agriculture, ranching, forest fire fighting, parachute juinp-
ing, ele.

123.0 mec. Aeronautical advisory stations at tower-controlled airports. Indicated by symbol on face of chart.
123.1; 123.3; 123.5 me. Flying school and flight test stations.

123.6-128.8 me. Air traffic control communications (except 123.6 and 126.7 assigned as FSS frequencies).
128.9-131.9 mec. Aeronautical en route operations.

132.0-136.0 me. Air traffic control communications (except 133.2 available for communications with USAF radar facility to obtain weather
advisory service).

136.1-144.0 me.; 148.0-150.8 me. Assigned primarily for government use, though frequencies in these bands are often available at FAA
control towers, and (ARTC) centers for communication with military aircraft. 143.90; 143.15 me, assigned as Civil Air Patrol frequencies,

Ultra High Frequencies (UHF)

In common aeronautical usage, frequencies in the international VHF band above 225 me., in addition to the 300-3000 me. UHF band;
are termed ultra high frequencies. Ali UHF voice channels are both transmitted and guarded.
236.6; 241.0; 340.2; 360.2; 275.8 me. Military control tower frequencies.
243.0 me. Military emergency frequency.
257.8 me, FAA control towers for military aircraft.
272.7; 255.4; me. FSS for military aireraft.
363.8, 263.6 me. Military approach control frequencies.
225-400 me, Other frequencies in this band are assigned for various military purposes.
328,6-335.4 me, ILS glide slope frequencies.

960-986 mc.:; 1188-1215 me. Distanee Measuring Equipment (DME) frequencies. DME operating channels zre paired with the associated
VOR channel.

960-1213 me. Tactical Air Navigation (TACAN) frequencies. VOR and TACAN facilities are coaxially collncated and the associated freq-
uency channels of each are paired to form a VORTAC fucility.

Use of Frequencies in Veice Communication

Voice communication is not available at all radio ranges and radiobeacons, Facilities without voice are indicuted on sectional charts
by 2 note “No voice” in the lower line of the box.

In any communications with FSS or tower, the frequency on which reply is expected should be specified in the initial eall,

For L /M /HF communication, FAA control towers normally guard the high frequencey 2023.5 ke, Reply from FSS will normally be
made on the L/MF range or radiocbeacon frequency. Reply from towers will normally be made on the low or medium tower frequency,
Military facilities with voice are identified Ly the words “NAVY", “MARINE", or "AF" in the line with the name.

For VHF communication with private airerait FSS generally guard 1221 me, and FAA towers generally guard 1225 me. Certain

towers, indicated in tower Loxes on charts, guard 1224, 122.6, or 1227 me. instead of 122,09 me, Repiy rem FSS to private aircraf
will normally Le made on the VOR voice channel unless 122.2 me, is requested: or on 122,20 me, i voioe on range channel is not available; or
on 121.5 me. if the range voice channe! is out of service, Reply from FAA towers to eivil alreraft will normally be made on one of the as-
signed frequencies in the 115.0-121.4 me,, 125612585 me. bands,

Military facilitics (Navy or AF) where voice is available do not genera!ly guerd FSS frequencies or provide FS3 en route servie
Some of these stations, guard 3023.35 ke., and nearly all guard one or more of tne tower (military) very high frequencivs. The voice facility )
ImMarL’ istes 15 Jocetled [n the tawer,

Spice Hmitations prevent the listing of sl frequencies on sectional charts, MHowever, the flight | vion publications list all

Il‘l'lIUEI]C‘iI"s available at each LOWET, bss, atd ARTC center,
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