
7 DATE - TIME GROUP
7 Dee 66 8/0515z

3. SOURCE

Civilian

4.NUMBER OF OBJECTS

Cne

i5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION

FORM

ETA sep 63 0-229 (TDE) previous editions of this form may be used,

PROJECT 10073 RECORD al
2. LOCATION

Denver, Colorado three witnesses

10. CONCLUSION

Astro(Sirius) Vor ‘hee ~ Vigne
At the time of the sizhting Sirius was on an azinuth
of 123 degrees and at an elevation of 14 degrees.

11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

Observers watched a star like object larger than a star
perform erratic movements in the eastern part of the sky.
The objects size and brightness was amazing, for if another
star was the size of a pin tip, this object would be the
Size of the pin head. It was about five to 10 times brighter
than a regular star, Object could have been a star, but
the observer said that he did not think it was a star.

The description is consistent with that of an astronomical
observation, Sirius would have been fairly low on the
horizon and wouli have been the brightest astronézical
body in the sky. :
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Proposed reply to letter fromm 30 pecember 1966

tea ge

} Reference your letter of 30 December 1966 regarding your obser-

bi vation of an alleged flying ban over the Denver area. A study of »

f the iuforention whieh you submitted for your 7 December 1966 oeate

vation: was benivedr torn t= and reveeled that you probably sone ae*

star ,)‘Sirius. The description; rami Lr Sean > movenents » ete are ; E

very consistent vith that ber’ an:“ebservation: ot that mest mage star..

sirius, with a: stellar magnitude of syproxinately -l. Leis abright

est. star ‘visible ‘in. the heavens - Re

at stars overhead.“the earth'ss staoehere sotually 2oeras a pris

visible ‘in the winter aeonthe ratherPay the pret Planets seintil= i
late for-less than stars. eg ce

bid the information wibestted it aces’ appear that Sirius was

Steam The Air Force has received several reports during the tie .

of November and Decenher describing similar observations such as yours.

st AY... . . 2 ae



In all oceasions, we feel that Sirius wes observed.

Thank you for reporting your observation to the Air Force.
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7 Decanter “Uh

SAF-OICC/Mrs Cassel/dp/79079/15 Mar-67

Tear Mr. Qe

Reference your letter regarding your December 7 observation of an

alleged flying object over the Denver area. A study of the information

which you sutmitted was undertaken and revealed that you procably observed

the star, Sirius. The description, size, brightness, movements, etc.,

are very consistent with an observation of that particular star. Sirius,

with @ stellar magnitude of approximately -1.5, is the brightest star

visible.in the heavens.

When stars are viewed low on the horizan the observer is looking. -

through many more miles of the earth’s atmosphere than when looking at

stars overhead. The earth's atmosphere actually acts as a prisw, which

in effect causes: the incoming rays of light to be broken down into. the
various. colors of the spectrum.’ This phenomenon is called refraction. ~

Another. phenomenon,’ relating:to variations.in light intensity, is‘kmowm .

as scintillation (twinkle}.< he. closer the. stars are’ to +he horizon the =:

more: they scintillate because’we are then looking through a thicker layer’
of airs The bright star, Sirius; which is visible in the winter months.
rather.low in thesky scintillates, and the’ light rays.from this star’

ie rather reget? refraction. -Planets i gemma far.less than stars.

From the sopbtbebicn. submitted it does appear that Sirius was foal
observed. ‘fhe Air: Force received several reports during November and -
December son mab eeesinilar’rae pee: aeach ol ates: case’ we: ip

GEORGE P. FREEMAN; Re
Lt Colonel, USA?*

Chief, Civil Branch

Community Relations Division %
Office of Information - a


