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DEARBORN OBSERVATORY

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSI

13 April 1967

FTD (TDETR)

Research and Aerial Phenomena Division

Wright Patterson Air Force Base

Ohio 45433

Attn: Major Hector Quintanilla

Dear Major Quintanilla:

Enclosed is my report of the investigation made on April 9: Mrs.

pi, 222 )crest, Tllinois.

Yours truly,

William T. Powers



ON OF APRIL 9,

William T. Pe

This investigation was requested by Lt. Marley after several telephone

calls from Mrs, i to Maj. Quintanilla; Mrs. <img hed been observing

UFO's in great numbers for several montt and felt that it w the duty of the

Air Force to inves 56 them.

An attempt was made to deal with the investigation by telephone and

letter, but Mrs. ge said that the only way to appreciate what was going on

to pay a personal visit, so she could demonstrate the phenomenon directly.

nally a trip was made to Hazelcrest, and an evening was spent with the family,

during which a numb UFO's" were observed by the i igator in the presence

of the witnesses. 1 1es which were not airplanes were Venus, Jupiter, Mars,

Capella, Castor, Pollux, and an undetermined star (possibly Vega)

the northeast. Present were Mr. and Mrs. @@MMMMB, and Mr. and Mrs

ister-in-law and her husband.

“QRE® prepared a considerable amount of written material, which

is enclosed. Taking the entries in the ction labelled “April 3, 1967" in

order, discussion of the sightings follow.

October 1966. The oval metallic object with the holes on the bottom

appears to be the only observed object that could be classed as unconventional.

Since this is the first object noted, this first sighting may explain the en-

suing interest shown by the witness in the y. The object and its behavior

resembles descriptions that have been received from other witnesses.

Nov.-Dec. 1966. he “beepi » while unexplained, seems to have

had an inordinate effect on the witness and her family. Perhaps the explanation

lies in the accumulation of an Guija Boz the witness, as a Christmas present

for the daughter, with which the woman and daughter became fascinated: the

board w received five days before the beeps were heard.

+ 31, 1967. The witness re ¢ rently told by the board to "look

out the window"; when they did they saw a bright red object, low, approaching



the house, and fterv two brilliant flashing white lights departing up

began spelling out communications from "them", At this time the tness says

she still did not take the board seriously, but clearly the seeds had been

planted.

Feb. 1. The witness began watching the sky every night, and started

seeing objects “escorting"TM her to and from shopping. In the investigatisn,

it came out that none of the people involved understood how a star or planet

could seem to travel along with a car; they expected, apparently, to be able

to drive past the object if it were a star, and so concluded it was following,

or ‘&scorting", them.

The lights which were seen in the sky, it was established during the

interview, were like the lights the interviewer saw while there, which were

definitely aircraft, stars, and planets. There can be no doubt of this, because

the witnesses pointed out the objects to the investigator, who examined them

all carefully by naked eye and with binocular and recognized them immediately.

The object which crossed over in front of the car and then went back was

Venus. Mrs.q@@MMMMMMBemphasized that they were going straight up to Chicago, not

realizing that the Calumet Expressway turns, at one point, from due north to due

east and then after mile or two back to due north. ‘The turns in the highway

completely account for the “motions" of Venus, and the time of day and direction

to the object are correct for Venus.

Feb. 15. Venus again: the unusual aspect was its following the car,

which the witnesses did not understand.

Venus, airplanes, or ar the description is the same as before.

The large glowing white light coming from the northwest was also

from the directi of O'Hare International Airport, 45 miles away, and

Glenview Naval Air Station, and Midway Airport. A definite V-shape was seen,

with lights in the usual positions for running lights on an airplane. The wit-

sses were not aware that rplanes can turn on their landing lights in the air,

of the appearance of such landing lights.

. 22. The blue streak of light, from all descriptions, was a meteor.

of the group, MreQmM recalled having seen similar objects in the past,

wasn’t sure what a meteor looked like.

Feb. 24. The escort to the Loop, despite the witnesses



probably stars or planets. ‘he darting and swooping is a common description and

tions o

were not acquainted with any stars except the Big Dipper.

dipper" mentioned else is the Pleia ; the "Little Dipper" w

b h 2. The odd ¢ about the behavior of the white light seemed to

be its apparent stop, followed by motion in the opposite direction. The witnes

asked whether our airplanes could fly that way, and was assured that an airplane

in the landing pattern for Hammond-Lansing Airport, which is in that direction and

has runway lights, would indeed give exactly that appearance. The witness had

called the local NIKE base, and had been told, in her words, “That I needed some-

‘ which by now was beginning to dwindle." Of courseone to testify to my sanity,‘

during this period the conversations via Ouija Board had continued, and the sense

of mystery was very strong. The witness was attempting to remain level-headed,

but the strain was upsetting.

Mar. 3. The series of red lights, which were described as being similar

to what the investigator saw during the interview, followed at fairly regular

intervals along the southeast approach (from over Gary, Indiana) to O'Hare

Field.

The series of lights in a row which later changed formation were not lig

on radio-tower guy wires; this was checked. There were reports known to the

witnesses, however, of plastic-bag balloons of the type currently popular being

launched from an adjacent forest preserve. While no definite information about

the number was obtained, it was pointed out to the witnesses that a series of

balloons rising into upper winds could easily be displaced from a straight line

in the transition zone, after which the new arrangement would tend to remain

constant. The lights going out in order, of course, would correspond with the

burning out of the birthday candles in approximately the order in which they

were lit.

The red and white lights were probably the usual airplanes.

(Near the end of the interview, the witnesses pointed out the white starl

object that was seen for 45 minutes; it was, indee a starlike object. Mr.

Marlowe asked at one point whether it were possible for a star to appear and

disappear if clouds came in front of it). It was about at this date that

Marlowe called Major Quintanilla, and the investigator was notified



ny “SRD bes sent a slide to the investigator, a photograph taken with

an Instamatic (with flash) of a white light seen in the northeast. This cannot

be a planet or star; there are no bright planets in that direction, d no stars

would show in such a short exposure (about 1/50 second). It may be a landing

light. The picture is now being analyzed, and will be forwarded with comments

when the analysis is finished. ‘The object appears as a slightly elongated white

dot.

All the witnesses appeared perfectly hone and sincere; moreover,

they were not suffering from hallucinations or suggestions with respe to any

of the objects seen by the investigator, since real objects were in fact there.

However the witnesses were not highly educated, and said as much, so they were

unaware of the simplest facts of astronomy. id that the most inter-

esting thing he learned during the interview was that stars can move in the sky,

rising and setting like the sun or moon; he said that this fact certainly ex-

plained a lot of what they had seen, for they had assumed that the slow motion

of the objects meant that they could not be stars or planets.

The investigator did not express any positive opinions about the worth of

Quija Boards as means for obtaining information, Instead, he gave a short dis-

cussion of the unconscious mind, how it can be seen in operation during dreams

and when one gets inspirations without knowing where they come from, and pointed

out that since the Ouija Board pointer must be moved by one’s own muscles and

brain, it is certainly possible that what is written is coming from the uncon-

scious, although one must still wonder about the ultimate source of the material.

One of the witnesses pointed out herself that this might account for why the

"communications" had a different character for each person working the board,

This discussion met with great interest. The investigator voiced the opinion

that as long as one were aware of all the possible reasons for the operation of

the Ouija Board, he saw no harm in exploring the phenomenon, pointing out that

many scientists study precisely such effects by various means.

At the end of the interview, it became evident that hp felt

greatly relieved, especially to be rid of the idea that something had gone wrong

with her mind, a thought which had obviously been weighing more and more heavily

on her (at one point she threw away the board and all written materials associated

with this experience, and tried to forget all about it - but the red lights kept



coming by). The obvious sincerity of her concern that comes throu;

enclosed terial was fully borne out in the intervi

was also evident, as was his determination to be loyal to his wife and to

believe as she believed.

Despite the fact that the subject-matter proved to be a rather ordinary

series of misidentifications (save perhaps the very first sighting), the

investigator concludes that the results of the trip were well worth the effort.
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