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8 minutes :
Fa gee Observer watched at first an orange fireball then a more{& TYPE OF OBSERVATION
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Observable object coming from the east. The fireball |
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10 March 1967

reUe, DOX

Dear Sir:

Thank you for yar report, which Lt. Harley has forwarded to me for

coment. Your calculations eppear correct in principle, but the

speed could have been calculated using the hypotenuse cf the right

triangle, since the sound would be travelling along the hypotenuse

when the object was closest. Ths calculation done in that way gives

1,20 Bph.

The only part of the sighting which does not fit tha description of

& jet airplane is the very bright light, which is not ordinarily seen

on cruising jets.

I say ordinarily. Actually the height you calculated would indicate

a jet still climbing out of airport toward cruising altitude (over
‘18,000 ft. usually). It is common for aircraft climbing through
approach routes to turn on their landing lights ag a warning to

possible incoming aircraft. These landing lights are powerful and

are concentrated forward in a moderately wide beam.

I have done some calculations on the brightness of these Lights at

various distances, and found, for example, that a 1000 candlepower

lisht confined to a 30-degree bean will appear of magnitude — 6 to
observer ten miles away - a little over 10 times as bright as Venus

is right nowe It would have the same briltance as Venus about 30 miles

aware Thus the bright light does not strike me as unusual.
es



10 Harch 1967

The remaining eonfigurations and colors of lights you Geseribe soundto me Like a conpatent description of the nomal running Lights ofa& jet aircraft, seen irom various angles as the plane passas by,Not tmowing the airline schedules, I cannot of course make a positiveidentification, but in eanparison with the really unusual UFO sightingscampeting for our tine, this one does not seam to call for furtherinvestigation.

Yours truly,



tant cay % Jew Morgentowm, Penna.
‘ Februsry 15th, 1967

To: Project Blue Book,

Wright Patterson Air Force Base,
Dayton, Ohio.

Subjects UFO Revort

Time: 9:46PM to 9:54 PM; February I4th, 1967.
Location: south of Morgentowm, Penna.
Direction of Travel: Hast to west.

Descrintion: at first, an orange fireball; then changing to a three light
formation (triengle..one white,another green, another ruby red),,and
then, efter 5 seconds more....an appearance ofa "U" shaned crescent of
uby red non-blinking-continuous lights.

Ky caleulations concerning other factors pretaining to the size,speed,
and altitude of this objects

Dismeter: 258 feet
x 530 mile/hr.....7800 ft/sec.

ved at 45 degrees abobe the horri zon... 680
Real distance from obServor.is.csecossss toot fhe 363 mite,
Real altitude above the ground..........te00e9 ft, 2.4 mile,
Sound lag: I8 inches behind object et 24 inches.
Sound description: no sound until it passed about 15 degrees beyond
the observor; then, a loud motor sound like a 4 motored propeller type
airplane,

- Report on observations

i fe a ae

I live in a mobile home and late in the evening
I usnelly take a walk on the darkened road to smoke a cigzarette. This
pr nts the trailer from getting smelled up since it is closed wo at
1 s time of the evening. At the evening of the sighting, I welked dow

he road looking up at the stars.I would like to voint out that here
we have a good location with"good seeing" for observing the stars. There
are few street lisnts here, and the surrounding tows are I6 to I5 mile

eeeend the glow from nearby toims does not interfere very much with
esky here. Visual observations even rather close to the horrizon are

know that sters lower than IO degrees above the horrigon are
obscured due to the added atmosyhere that the light has to pess
anc ground light glow, end cloud obscuring ete. I noticed an
ight to my south east which looked like a plenet (about as brigh
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es Jv is when overhead) but about 2 or 3 degrees above "Welsh Mount—
ain ch is to my south. This was immediately noticable....and I stood
alone the road where an avple tree was between me and the sky: in that
way could notice motion in relation to the tree branches. After a few
seconds, I noticed that it looked like a fire-ball and was a bright
yellow color...and that the vnath of travel would heve it travel parallel
to the road and at an altitude of 45 degrees to me. I was vlenning to
ignor reporting this....since my lest revort to your office was not
acknowledged,...but I thought J had better get my wife immediotely to
teke a look at this, just in case,
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( Later I measured the distance from where I was standing, by the
appel tree, to the door of my trailer)

I ran as fast as I could, running 100 yatds back to the trailer,

onened the door and called my wife out....just in tine to see a fire

bell ,apnarentsize,the size of a pencil eraser held at arms distence,

(Fineat 24in),.and directly to my south....and I noted the vosition
in relation to 2 powerline pole ond wites along the road.

It took I7 seconds for me to run the 100 yards, and get my wife out

ide to see the fire-ball, At this time it changed to an orenge color;
color end brightness as en oi1 burner flame...a dull orenge.
re ea aware that I wasn't taking pertainent informetion

} alculations; so I immediately fot the apparent diameter. Then

motor pound wes heard. ly wife said " thats not an airplanhe".....
noticed that the sound leg between the fireball and its sound source

very directional and , using two hand spans with my thumbs together,

noted that the sound lag was 18 inches...and my arm length is 24

inches. I checked this three times for accuracy.

I noted the time::; 9$50...when the ee he was directly south...I noted

that its path was 45 degrees ;exactly half way between my zenith and

the ground.

After the fireba211 passed and was south west of me, it suddenly

ect ae to a 3 light formation; in a triangle, the left light was
n, the forward one white, and the right one ete for five

onds this pattern prevailed. I got the apnerent ad
ht formaaioe 4+ in at 24 inched.,It looked ike é entwing
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gave the impression of “asm but offer
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dike this: = 5 «i

After the five seconds when it waW traveling more West than South,

it formed a "U" si i crescent, resembling a fisoucer shape" ,but no
blinking light in center. I watched it for another 3 minutes, checked
its nop oa size cil the time:....and el before it entered a Steud

S

ne

got ‘an anna ent acanoter of the width of
Y ohen it atened ‘the ated cover and was obscured.
what it loo MERGES See oe “

ng along the turn Pike we have a lot of air tr c over Morgentow
object wes in the flight lane between ated leo and Harrisburg:
definetly was not en airplone....unless one had terrifie fire

burned for 8 minutes before beingextinguished. T: did have the
2 but this wes not heard until after it passed by «.-.

no outline.

I6 inches in 24 inches; then the ratio
‘ a speed of sound at 40 4

the : speed of the object. This calculation is

Since 83 ft/sec equals 60 mi/hr3 then 1.47 ft/sec equals I mile/hr.

Size; since the observed diameter of + inch et 24 inches, was made at
a 45 degree angle: by multivlying by I.4 (thesquore Sap of 2) I have
corrected to .350 in...which is the annaront dieneter of an observor
directly underneath it. With a 45 degree angle,...the sides are I:I:
andj) 2° ; consequently this correction is necessary in calcvletion of

the real diameter of the object,
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Calculation,the correction for the real Lome tube’

ca servcer

,

b sereene
i

Note; the apparent diamcter is real’y the hypotenuse of a right
triangle; end since this one is a 45 degree one, the correction merely

requires multivlying the apnarent diameter by the souare root of two;
which is I.4 : and the real apnarent diemeter is .350 inches at

24 inches, This will be used to calculate the real diemeter now,
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‘ Page 4

If the sound leg is I8 inches at e distance of 24 inches: then 
the

ratio times the speed of sound will give the real speed of the ob
ject.

18/24,....0r 3/4 times 1040 gives 2 speed of 780 ft/nec...0r530 mi/hr.
Since the corrected apnarent diameter is 2350; then 18 in/,350 yeilds
51.4 diameters per 27. seconds.

Since the I8 inches were treversed in I7 seconds; then 51.4/ I7 giv
es

3.02 cdismeters /seCe oeeeand the calculated speed is 780 ft/sec: then
780/3.02 will give the real caleulated diameter; which is 258 £

5.

Tf an object is treveling at the speed of. sound; .thon the sound lag
"se a 45 degree angle, and at an arms length of 24 inches, the objectwill »b

sould heve to also have e sound lag: of 24 inches to travel at t
he same

peed of sound, The ratio provides the ratio of spced as compared to
€ ced of sound; end if the time needed to travel an equal distonce
= termined (timed) then the real speed can be determined as I have

just done.

4: the seme amount of time is needed for the sound to travel to th
e

evor as it tekes for the object to travel o length equal to the soun
d

Since this was I7 seconds for this sighting: then I7 X 1040 will
the feet avay from the observor. This is 17.680 ft....which is th

e
snuse of a right triangle and not the true oltitude above the ground.

Eley By dividing by 1.4 (the \2 ) we

ee ean calculate the actual altitude
pues above the ground Cirectly underneath

re the object.
is
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ae . I7.680/1.4 equals 12,629 ft.
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esult of these calculations, I

etermined that the object,when 
oN

directly south of me, was ry
. in diameter....at a real ak" ~
e of 12,629 it...and wa ety \ XN
ing at a uniform speed of @bse ty

les/nre |
Nn ere eterna

sincerely Yours:
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