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ver colored object,

on the highway. A

eared instant:
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revealed no ur

surrounding area.
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U.S. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION

5 questionnaire has been prepared so that you can give the U.S. Air Force as much

on os possible concerning the unidentified cerial phenomenon that you have observed.

to onswer as many questions as you possibly can. The information that you give will

‘or research purposes. Your name will not be used in connection with any statements,

ions, or publications without your permission, We request this personal information so

tis deemed necessary, we may contact you for further details.

3.2 itmeot day:

eet
Month

(Circle One): A.M.

UA

Time Zones:

(Circle One): a. Daylight Saving
b. (Ste d

(Circle One):

[ee eee Well = a i = ana
City or Town State ot-County

uration)

Hours Minutes

c. Not very sure

d. “Just a guess,
NS

7

DAY NIGHT

a. Bright a. Bright

ready” b.CCl

IF you sow ¢

(Circle One):

FORM

FTD oct 62 164

[ 4, Where were you when you saw the object

i beg ht

a. in front of you d. To your left

b. In back of you e. Overhead

+ To your right f. Don't remember

This form auperandes ETD 164, Jut 61, which is obsolete.
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8. IF you saw the object at NIGHT, what did you notice concerning the STARS and MOON?

8.1 STARS (Circle One): 8.2 MOON (Circle One):

a. Bright moonlight

b, Dull moonlight

| f c. No moonlight pitch dark:
d. Don’t remember —

What were the weather conditions at the time you saw the object?

| CLOUDS (Circle One): WEATHER (Circle One):

a. Cleer sky a, Dry

b. Hazy b. Fog, mist, or light rain

d Chick er heavy clouds, d. Snow
Don’t remember

c. Scattered clouds c. Moderate or heavy rain

. The object cppeared: (Circle One):

a. Solid

b, Tronsscrent

c. Vapor

c. About the same

| b. Dimmer d. Don't know

11.1 Compers brightness to some common object;

Le (oil, Bes hl e
d:

ra

12. The edges of the object were:

(Circle Ore): a. Fuzzy or

+ Like o bri

+ Sharply o

13, Did the objec: (Circle One for each question)

No Don't know

No Don’t know

No Don’t know

No Don’t know

No Don't know

No Don’t know

No Don’t know

Disappear ond reappear? No Don’t know



Poge 3

6

7

t 3 y) a meee of ‘ aLo. cheaten "Lhe, Cae, Chi byeoo betas pe aig vee

Did the <oaer stove behind sonféthing at any time, particularly a cléud?

Yes be Don’t Know. IF you answered YES, then tell what

beg hfDid the Aeove in front of something at any time, particularly a cloud?
(Circle One): Yes Go Don’t Know, IF you answered YES, then tell what
in front of:

Tell in a few words the following things about the object:

a. Sound — c

es ae2 A Pears ?

We wish to know the angular size. Hold o match stick at arm's length in line with a known object and note how

much of the object is covered by the head of the match. If you had performed this experiment at the time of the

sighting, how much of the object would have been covered by the match head?

e of the object or objects. Label and include in your sketch any details

u saw such cs wings, protrusions, etc., and especially exhaust trails or vapor trails.

Place on arrow beside the drawing +o show the direction the object was moving.



Poge 4

30. Do you think you can estimate the speed of the object?

«oe
ra J(Circle One) Yes (Ne

IF you answered YES, then what speed would you estimate?

Do you think you can estimate how far away from you the object was?

- fo~
cle One) (Yes,

IF you answered YES, then how far away would you say it was? ASOT fa We egebe ‘
. y :

No

. Where were you located when you saw the object? 23. Were you (Circle One)

(Circle One):

. In the business section of a city?

a, Inside o building In the residential section of a city?

b. Ina cer In open countryside?

@ Near an airfield?

Flying over a city?

e. Flying over open country?

f. Other = Other _

IF you were MOVING IN AN AUTOMOBILE or other vehicle at the time, then complete the following questions:

What direction were you moving? (Circle One)

a. North c. East e. South g. West

b. Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest

How fast were you moving? _______miles per hour.

Did you stop at any time while you were looking at the object?

Yes No

Sy5

BGM cuss any of the following?
Yes No . Binoculars Yes No

Yes Ne . Telescope Yes No

Yes No » Theodolite Yes No

Yes No Other _Aittmee _e pte

In order tho: you can give as clear a picture as possible of what you saw, describe in your own words a common

object or objects which, when placed up in the sky, would give the same appearance as the object which you saw,

, Le i Gia On ent Pree.
Co Get
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_~—

27. In the following sketch, imagine that you are at the point shown. Place an “A” on the curved line to show how

high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you first saw it. Place a “'f"’ on the same curved line to

show how high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you last saw it. Place an “"A’’ on the compass

when you first saw it. Place a “'B”’ on the compass where you last saw the object.

90° one AQ hf

tas us 2 es
oo

-
—
 
—
-
 
3
%

25. Drew a picture that will show the motion that the object or objects made. Place an ‘‘A”’ at the baginning of the

path, a ‘S&S’ at the end of the path, ond show any changes in direction during the course.

mm ——_——_—/_

29. IF there wes MORE THAN ONE object, then how many were thers? —

Draw co nicture 2° how they were orronced, and put an crrow to show the direction that they were traveling.
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30. Have you ever seen this, or a similar object before. If so give date or dates and location.

oe |
31. Was onyone else with you at the time you saw the object? (Circle One) Yes (Ko)

31.1 IF you enswered YES, did they see the object too? (Circle One) Yes No

ist their names and addresses:

ae Naine -
/

the following information about yourself:

2 r

dditional information about yourself, including any special experience, which might be pertinent.

uy ‘ Cee! '

Mae etleele- tt

33. When and to wr did you report that you had seen t

Month Yeor



Poge 7

34. Date you completed this questionnaire: 2ST eed LIME DE,
Day Y Month Yoor

35. Information which you feel pertinent and which is not adequately covered in the specific points of the

questionnaire cr a narrative explanation of your sighting.

5 v Z vay La pe? the sf7re ALY wetLue es CCLLE x A

a Ze eck bite yriac a ;
Oe ve79 pho ar ace eho

ae, Fin

Up pee bats 2. a when,



U.S. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION

This questionnaire has been prepared so that you can give the U.S. Air Force as much

informction as possible concerning the unidentified cerial phenomenon that you have observed.

Plecse try to answer as many questions as you possibly can. The information that you give will

be uses for research purposes. Your name will not be used in connection with any statements,

conclusions, or publications without your permission, We request this personal information so

ther if it is deemed necessary, we may contact you for further details.

-_—- --——<-— — a - - -—_— ————§ 2 — @- -- oa > _— oo — - ey —
° — - - —-—«©

_——_ —_— oe eee Ue SO ~—-- — aT
re ey ———— —— . -_* - > .

1. When did you see the object? 2. Time of day:

—_—_——_—s ——-e—Po— © -S- -—8s Se ee ee a oe
-o -e*o - === = @ © ©

Hour Minutes

; 7 (Circle One): A.M. or (| P.M.

Doy Month Year

3. Time Zone: ;
(Circle One): a. Eastern (Circle One); a. Daylight Saving

b. Central +b. Standard

c. Mountain

d. Pacific

e. Other aie

4. Where were you when you sow the object?

: ‘ , ' fs

Necrast Postal Address Clive Town
-.s _— _ = eee we

State or County

5. How lons wits object in sight? (Tote! Duration) pe
Hours

cs. Certain c. Not very sure

b. Fairly certain d. Justa guess

5.1 How was time in sight determines?

Minutes Seconds

5.2 Wes sbiect in sicht continuous!y? Yes _+ No z

6. Whot wes sre conc tion of the sky?

DAY NIGHT

c. Bright a. Bright

b, Cloudy ib, Cloudy

7. IF you saw the cbiect during DAYLIGHT, where was the SUN located as you looked at the object?

d. To your left
e. Overheod

f. Don’t remember

(Circle One); c. In front of you

b. In back of you

c. To your right

FORM

FTD oct 62 164 Thin form supereedtes FTD 164, jul 61, whiten ia obsolete.
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IF you sow the object at NIGHT, what did you notice concerning the STARS and MOON?

B.1 STARS (Circle One): 8.2 MOON (Circle One):

None a. Bright moonlight

BoA raw, (62): Dull mosn light

c. No moonlight — pitch dark

remember d. Don't remember

2 weather conditions at the time you saw the object?

Circle One): WEATHER (Circle One):

sky pa. Dry

b. Fog, mist, or light rain

+ Scattered clouds ¢. Moderate or heavy rain

Thick or heavy clouds d. Snow

e. Don’t remember

. The object appeared: (Circle One):

0, Solid d. As light

b. Trensesrent e. Don’t remember

c. Vapor

ad asa light, was it t er than the brightest stors? (Circle One):

c. About the sane \

d, Don’t know

11.1 Compere brightn>ss to some common object:

The edges of the object were:

(Circle One): Fuzzy or bi

Like c brigat s

Did the object: (Circle One for each question)

a. er to stand still at ony time? Yesy No Don't know

b. veed up and rush away at any time? Yes: No Don’t know

nto parts or explode? Yes No Don't know

okn? Yes No Don't know

tness? Yes No Don't know

Chenge shape? Yes No Don’t know

. Flash ortheker? Yes* No Don’t know

Disappear and-reappecr? Yes \ No Don’t know
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. ACTION:

UNCLASSIFIED |

a i DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

STAFF PAESSAGE BRANCH

INCOMING TAESSAGE

AP IN: 13110 (23 Apr 67) S/esh Pg l of 5

INFO: YOP-1, XOPX-2, SAFOS-3, NIN~ it t
Ac ee ’ A 3, 7, DIA-1 (19) ADV CY pTA

PITY JAW 2LEDARB1220 1130850- UWUU--R UED HA.

ZN UUULY

P02307002 APR 67

FM 632 RAD AR SQ ROANOKE RAPIDS AFS NC

TO RUMFVA/ADC ENT AFB CO

RUEDFIA/#R IGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO

RUEDHOA/ CSAF WASHINGT ON DC

R YVEDHQA/O SAF HQ USAF

RLEDARA/339AC FT LEE AFS VA

BT

UNQLAS 63200 C 03507 APR 67. FOR TDETR, AFRDC, SAF-O1, 330CO, FTO

TAY AFR 60-747 THE FOLLOJING UFO REPCRT IS SUBMITTED FROM THE 632D

RADAR SQUAURON, ROANOKE RAPIOS AFS, NC

A. DESR | PTION OF THE GBUECTs

CD SILVER

(2) APPROX IMATELY 22 FEET IN DIAMETER. OVERALL HEIGHT 1 FEET.

(3) SILVER

C4) ONE

(5) WA

AFHQ ives 0-309C UNCLASSIFIED
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Did the object disappear while you were watching it? If so, how?

, j iy f y

Did the object move behind something at any time, particularly a cloud?

(Circle Don't Know. IF you answered YES, then tell what

it moved behind: Bar or pee = = aise

16. Did the object move in front of something at any time, particularly a cloud?

(Circte One): Yes (No Don't Know. IF you answered YES, then tell what

in front of: __.

We wish to know the angular size. Hold a match stick at arm's length in line with a known object and note how

much of the object is covered by the head of the match. If you had performed this experiment at the time of the

sighting, how much of the object would have been covered by the match head?
’ Z

ct will show the shore of the object or objects, Label and include in your sketch any details

u saw such es wings, protrusions, etc., and especially exhaust trails or vapor trails,

the drawing to show the direction the object was moving.
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20. Do you think you can estimate the speed of the object?

(Circle One) ( Yes 4 No
( i

IF you enswered YES, then what speed would you estimate? _

Do you thin: you can estimate how far away from you the object was?

(Circle One) { Yes No
X

IF you answered YES, then how far cway would you say it was? /._/

. Where were you located when you saw the object? 23. Were you (Circle One)

(Circle One}:
a, In the business section of a city?

Inside building In the residential section of a city?

In o cor In open countryside?

Outdoors . Near on airfield?

In an cirplane (type) e. Flying over a city?

. At sea Flying over open country?

Other = ie | ONOP ass

2, North Cs. e. South og. West

b. Northeast d. st f, Southwest h. Northwest

were you moving? __-__»/ __miles per hour,

you stop at any time while you were looking at the object?

(Circle One) Yes ( No

a. Eyes! Ni e. Binoculars

b ¢ $ ‘ f. Telescope

c. Wi eid : g. Theodolite

d. Wir ats h. Other __

26. In order thet you can give as clear a picture as possible of what you saw, describe in your own words a common

object or obj\=c's which, when placed up in the sky, would give the same appearance as the object which you saw,
/
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27. In the following sketch, imagine that you are at the point shown. Place an “‘A’’ on the curved line to show how

high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you first saw it. Place a ‘‘B"’ on the sama curved line to

show how high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you last saw it. Place an ‘*A’’ on the compass

when you first sow it. Place a ‘'B”’ on the compass where you last saw the object.

7S?

Bho

28. Draw o picture that will show the motion that the object or objects made. Place an ‘A’? at the beginning of the

path, a ‘'B’’ ot the end of the path, and shuw ony changes in direction during the course.

29, IF there was M HAN ONE object, then how many were there? —

how they were err: d, and put an arrow to show the direction that they were traveling.
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30. Have you ever seen this, or a similar object before. If so give date or dates and location.

31. Was enyone else with you at the time you saw the object? (Circle One) Yes / No

w 1.] iF you snswered YES, did they see the object too? (Circle One) Yes No

31.2 Plesse list their names and cddresses:

Street City Zone Stote

33. When and to whom did you report that you had seen the object?

/ /

Month Year



+ Information whic

questionnaire or a norrative explanation of your sighting,



ANALYSIS TEST REPORT

SUBJECT

Analy

TEST NR TASK MR

6010;
[DATE RECEIVED

= TDET/UFO

e of a flammable material in a sample

FACTUAL DATA

s2unles_ removed

f The in ~or requested the a rs to determine if a flammable liquid could have beer

|
-

i

i

i

ne» road surface and + liquid ignited. Sample 7

amples were extr 3 ith carbon tetrachloride and an infrared spectrun

burnt area, end sample 7-888 i as a reference

t infrared spe of the WAS E E tram _of
ma viW

Spectrum of theES

of the referenc

CONCLUSIONS

burnt area was nt as _asph >and no flammable liquid could be detected, Tr

burn rapidly and leave no

DATE REPORTED SIGNATURE

15 May 1967 WILLIAM J.

ATH Eo. 13
MAY 64



Ay TO (Supporting Element) 2. DATE

SU BORD E R (ret AspR 80-4)

a. FOR SERVICE IN SUPPORT OFF @. FILE OF LEDGER NO.

S¥aTEM NOT INITIATING ELEMENT

G. DATE COMPLETION REG! | 6. PRIGRITY a

5 ra Brcinevinc) SUBPORTING ELFMENT
FRSECURITTIC CANSIF CATIONS [Si PRECEDENCE RATING

OF WORK REQUESTED TASK NO:

UNCLASS (ite) | one ae =
ALEVEEs MOSEL AND BERTALING: SROGRAMETRUCTORE OTHER

10. DESCRIPTION OF WORK

PERFOR

OF IN Close

(PRESENCE s)

Gnd. fe Barphoib trrm (ard Rew

CHEM) cat AMAL Y

dD 4 SAmMpLES. TC

F any f tA AKA (age

CONTINUED ON REVERSE SIDE [7]

FOR USE OF RESPONSI@LE ELEMENT

17, REASON?

(Clcometereo [1 cancetreo

ts. DATE compe |e. HAS EXP

[SG67 |

ASD FORM 49

DEC 61

APPROVED BY 13. CHIEF (Responsible Element)

oN,

FOR USE OF SUPPORTING ELEMENT

18. PROJECT ENGINEER OR PLANNER | 16. CHIEF (Supporting Element)

ORGN SYMBOL

CLOSING ACTION

20. CHIEF (Supporting §lement) 21. CHIEF (Responsible Element)

PREGIAAN §. BEAITLEY, Chiot
Analytical Branch

Materials Physics Division

(A YFA/SSU-3G )



DEARBORN OBSERVATORY

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201

10 May 1967

Ftd (TDETR)
Research and Aeri

Wright-Patterso’

Ohio 45433

1 Phenomenon Division

ir Force Base

Attn; Major Hector Quintanilla

Dear Major Quintanilla;

Enclosed is the

by
together with n

Yours truly,

tp

Willian T. Powers



SIGHTING OF 21 APRIL, 1967
SOUTH HILL, VIRGINIA

4 by C. N. Crowder

Taves tients)(agra,

On Saturday, April 22, 1967, nationwi le coverage was given by the

to reports of a sighting of a lerge UFO seen taking off from a road

in South Hill, Virginia. The investigator arrived on the scene at about

9309 -y April 23rd, 1967. He was met by Sgt. S. H. Raines of the

Virginia State Poli who provided transportation and valuable assi ance

ice during the ire investigation. Lt. Hedri of State Police

Headcuarters in App tox, Virginia, hed authorized full cooperation and

aad elso conducted his own investigation, the results of which he made

available, Cooperation from the Virginia State Police could not have been

ren more freely, and was of great help.

447-4177) manager of a fertilizer warehouse just on the northeast

- Cees, is eorrica

the invest,

rate limits of Se

children; duri zation many people including all the

cated thot Pes excellent standing in the community, is

7 a portion of the event, is i e

owns extensive tobacco lands just south of and bor«

which the incident took place. He was not as well known as

der, but seemed perfectly honest, even to the extent of sticking



i
)

by his story when at one point a serious discrepancy (later resolved)

— report gives the following picture of the events of

working late on his books at the warehouse, and

m, EST. At this time the sky was entirely dark.

¢ drove north ont of the warehouse parkisg lot, along a dirt road

3 1/8 mile long, 2ni turned west onto County Route 747. The road

dead-ends at two residences just east of this point.

By reconstruction, the events that followed were timed. Three

seconds after turning onto route 7, aa saw in his headlights, about

center of the road, a large object. ‘Twoahead of him i:

1& 6 inches in diameter and angled out s what,

object with a flat bottom and a dome-shaped top.

vertical anguler : ense of this object was about one inch at arm's

2 (30 inches), so the vertical size projected to the apparent location

52 about 17 fest. QMS os ivatea the object to be 16 to 18 feet

dimensions, not counting the legs which reised the object some

The lateral dimension he estimated to be about

22 Deez Tn color the object resembled a dark aluminum, similar to a large

x the warehouse,

tter look, ig@MMBPMMirove closer, to within about

250 tee~ of the object, which took about 9 seconds, and then switched on

After a delay of 4 or 5 seconds, there appearedadlights.



UNCLASSIFIED

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

“3 STAFF FAESSAGE BRANCH

fs THCOMING MESSAGE

AF IN: 131130 Pg 2 of 5

KYL OBJE GAS APPROXIMATELY 15 FEET IN HEIGHT INQLUD ING FOUR

PAGE 2 R Vet

LEGS WHICH WiRE ESTIMATED TO BE APPROXIMATELY 3 1/2 FEET TALL.

RB1220 UNCLAS

OBJECT WAS SHAPED SIMILAR TO A WATER TANK WITH AN OVAL TOP.

(D WHEN THE OBJECT LEFT THE GROUND THE EXHAUST WAS A WHITE

FIRE APPROX {MATELY 2 FEET IN DIAMETER.

(8) NC £ARD

(9) WA

B. DESMIPTION OF COURSE OF OBJECT:

(CD OB SERVER ENTERED HARD SURFACE ROAD FROM A WAREHOUSE AND

SPOITED THE OBUECT JUST AS +E CAME OVER THE (REST OF THe ROAD.

IN HIS CAR AND THE OBJECT DISAPPEARED

CT WENT STRAIGHT UP AND HE LOST

SIGHT OF {7 Al APPROX IMATELY 2 CR 3 HUNDRED FEET DUE TO THE

LIMITED VISION FROM HIS CR.

(5) INSTANT ANESUS.Y GO} 1 UPWARD S..

(6) OBJECT was VISIBLE FR CNY A SECON R TWO.

C. MANNER OF O3SERVAT ION:

AFHO inn 0-309C UNCLASSIFIED

»



suddenly a brilliant white column of fire-like white-hot molten steel,

directly under the object, the coluim being about 18 inches in diameter.

d jet could be seen splashing off the pavement, At the same

; the object appeared to rise, and was out of sight in "just a snap

fingers." At no time did Crowder hear any sound; the car window

next to hin,

eee not actually see the object in flight; he says only

that he could see "something going up." he white-hot flame did not travel

was open

upward, but disappeared an instant after it appeared, leaving the road

te

with orange flames. When the "tremendous burst of white-hot gesburn

or flame"appeared, aie: reaction was to stop his car. At this point

r car coming toward him from the west, and turnsaw the lights of anot!

nto llorman Martin's road, to the south.

Pei drove past the smoldering patch on the road, which

11 flickering in a few places the size of a hand; this was about

after the initial burst of white fire. Apparently the flames

gan to subside as soon as the flash was over, Crowder

volice station (state police) in South Hill,

qxlie & 2000075 Crawford and Murphy, and a newspeperman from town

oT
xreh it. (‘tne patch of burned tar was still geccezdsA/i-

Jo MUvRPY
retumned,) The troopers first found three

ter of the burned spot (enclosed in brown envelope).

The matches were of the paper book-type, and were completelyconsumed;, they

appearance of having been burned while held, but rather



appeared uniformly carbonized from end to end.

A thorough search was then conducted on the road around the burned

shoulders of the road, and the wheat fields on either side of the

ch the wheat was green and was perhaps 16 inches tall), Nothing

@t all unusual was found. The search was conducted with the aid of two cars'

ghts end with hand-held six-cell flashlights.

The following ming, another inspection of the scene revealed four

holes (see enclosed diagram) spaced at the corners of a square ép-

ately 11.5 feet cn a side, centered on the burned area. Each hole

was svout 1/2 inch in diameter. ‘wo of the holes (iE and S#) had stra

drical sides and bl % bottoms, and were ebout 3/4 inch deep. ‘The

two were less well defined and were shallower, about 3/8 inches deep.

Both troopers who had ¢ iucted the search the previous

vhe holes were not there during the first search. The holes, however,

were small, and a test at night using car headlights alone showed that

ould not be vis under low-angle illumination, appearing as just

The troopers, however, insisted that they could

nov s if they had been there on Friday night.

o Crowder went to see Martin, to find out if Martin

had he previous night. Crowder said that he was careful not

ut what he hed seen hin ££. Martin's story:

d been visiting a sick re]

8:30. They arrived back eta

zoout 8:45 to 9:00 p.m. Mraf WE“into the house, and Mr.£ ?

ion where he was looking north

ative in the hospital



over his wheat field toward the road. He saw a car's headlights coming

fron AQMP 2cehouse, and while the

wheat, the glow of the headlights was visible travelling along route 747

body of the car was hidden by the

te the west. As the car travelled west, the large tree almost directly north

© RMP acony was illuminated by a brilliant white light, which also

lit up a lerge pine tree some seventy-five feet north of the road and from

SRE 1 crpoint just to the left of the large tree at the roadside.

The illumination was exceedingly bright, and appeared to rise, travelling

ialy up the tree. It then went out.—aMMMB wes puzzled by this phen

but when nothing further happened he went into the house. He did nd know at

> time thot gg ok seen the light, nor did Crowder know that Martin

een it.w
v

d to be in conflict vit iS story, for

adlights turning into the Martin driveway

This test.

ler had said he saw@

p

it flash of light;Qj could not possible haveter the brill

aame event. However neither man would change his story in the

when confronted with this discrepancy, Mygiigp finclly

that the h ts might have turned into a house just west

Tt, 8O that SMe’ have mistaken that
7

‘eet farther west) for thegggyyppmbrced, That

‘>. gpammniero lived in the house in question,

¢ pm. his wife, who was in the northwest bedroom

the sighting was not visible) saw lights as from

dLs headlights turning into their driveway. However, nobody knoc

on the coor and she assumed that someone had merely turned around in the



s
e

fo
n)

driveway. If that were the ca pancy is cleared up. ‘These, then the diser

ats of that car may well have seen the phenomenon and turned away; if

negroes, which is quite likely considering that the white occupants

@ are al] accounted for, then they would have reason to refuse

se @pproach bright lights flashing on a lonely road; this region is a sort

of ssiritual headquarters for the Ku Klux Klan, and there are frequent

gatherings for the entertaining purpose of "Listening to some nigger-talk"

from one guest speaker or another,

ami8 no. 2cally see the object vnich iim reported;

4 only the unusually intense illumination of the trees. Since he

sow Crowder's car going down the road at the same time, it is not possible

he illwnination came from the car's headlights; not only wouldc
t

headlights be too dim, Dut they could not have illuminated the pine tree

set well back from tt Finally, as the car approached the trees,

tne illumination should have appeared to progress downward instead of upward,

TESTS

werz performed by the investigator with the aid of

> involved making a crude impact tester (see diagram)

how easily a 1/2-inch hole could be made in the

t tester consisted of a weight mounted on the end of

other end of which was hinged to a smaller double thickness

on Which a person could stand to hold the apparatus steady.

weight a 1/2-inch bolt was fastened through the board, protruding



downward about 3/4 inch. A metal plate was used to distribute the

impect. By allowing the weighted end of the board to fall from the

verticie onto the pavement, the bolt could be driven into the surface

with 2 reproducible and known impact.

The weight resting on the bolt with the board horizontal was

5 pounds, and the difference in height through which the weight fell

was 50 inches. Our tests were made near the four existing holes, with

depois of penetration as follows:

Test No. Penetration, in units of 1/32 inch

ZL 13 (near NE hole)

2 13.5 (near S# hole)

3} a5 (near SW hole)

y 13 (near NW hole)

Average = 13.6/32 inch

If it is assumed that the deceleration after impact was uniform,

then the average force f£ required to stop a weight W (thet has been

penetration depth d, is simply

f = Wh/d.

penetrati i121 depend on the square of the velocity, so the

weigh) oF an object izved to produce a given penetration will depend on

the squcred ratio of its impact velocity V to the impact velocity V. in the

test ion; V, was 12.62 feet per second, by calculation. W, indicates

the tect weight, and W the weight associated with velocity V:

W = 47.5 (V/12.6)* per "leg", for 13/32" penetration.



Examination of the results of the impact test showed significant

differences ReWeea the impact holes and the northeast original hole, which

was the most clearly delineated. The impact holes had sharp edges, and

stones on the edges and in the walls of the holes had been sheared through:

share were no signs of sheared-through rocks in the northeast original hole.

Arcund the northeast original. hole was a rim of tar which had apparently

a up as the hole wes made; the impact holes, on the other hand, showed

edges with no signs of flow of the tar. ‘The impact holes were full

of waite powder from shattered rock; none was seen in the original holes,

although 36 hours had passed before arrivel of the investigator, and

foreign matter had been clown or pushed into the holes.

The indications apparently are that the original holes were made

et considerably lower velocity than the impact holes, which means in turn

that the weight involy2d had to be larger than 84 pounds per leg (correcting

for depth of origin2l holes). In fact, if the velocity is guessed at as

equal to 1/2, 1/4 and 1/10 that of the impact test, then the weight over

uation breaks down, and because of the flow character-velocity the =

istics of tar the higser weights (going with the lower velocities) should

be +2d downward, I leave a more exact analysis to those better

ests. Nevertheless the indications are that e

24 slowly onto the objects which made the marks,

na light weight (such as the end of a pickexe) making a high-

impact with the road.

ck on thene second test involved attempts to reproduce the burn



S
s

road, The first test, using kerosene, failed because the kerosene could

not be lit with a match, A piece of burning paper finally started a fire,

after perhaps twenty seconds of burning, and then the fire progressed in a

narrov strip across the wetted patch of road, downwind, until it reached

the other edge, where it went out. Total burning time was on the order of

ten minutes.

A quart of gasoline was then spread over an area similar to the

nal, and set afire with a match, The first attempt to light it by

drooping a burning match into the center failed, because there was not

ough oxygen despite the brisk wind; the match was put out by the gasoline.

The second match was epplied at the edge of the wetted area, which then

burss instantly into flame, The flame burned at essentially a constant

rete for about fifty seconds, and died out at sixty-eight seconds of

@lepsed time. A heavy black smoke was created, which formed a black

semicircular area about a foot in extent on the pavement downwind from the

burning patch; a similer, but mich lighter and barely visible, area was

o
yto be seen NVE of the original patch, the downwind direction for the night

of the sighting,

effect of the gasoline fire on the road was far greater than

owed (although comparison was somewhat difficult

o and failure to keep traffic off the evidence).

at all are evident in the original, The flow of tar in the

test resulted in disappearance of many stones under a coating

of tar; si] the stones in the original patch remained yisible and were
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free of soot at least at the time of the comparison. The stones in the

originel patch each had a slightly raised rim of bright tar around the

edces, es if molten tar had been blown up around the stones; the stones

gasoline test, if they remained visible above the tar, showed no

vaised-rim effects, The test area was burned the most in the upwind

direction, the pooling of tar being greatest there; the original patch

was essentially uniform over ail its area,

There were, in other words, noticeable differences between the

al patch and the results of the burn-test. It is possible to

spret the original patch as being the result of a high-temperature

blast directed downward, playing over the surface of the road for a short

time. The raised rims of tar around the stones suggest that the tar became

tver than the stones, owing perhaos to its black color and the generally

lighs color of the stones. In the gasoline test the stones quickly

ired a coating of soot and were black as or blacker than the tar

pefore the fire went out. The fire survived only a few seconds after

ion of the gasol ne; the rapid dying out of the flames noted by

Crowder could mean th2+ a much smaller quantity of flammeable fluid was

d) or else that the tar was ignited strictly

by & risa 25 41 c re, no foreign substances being involved.
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Samples

Samples were taken from three areas (identified by slips of paper

ide the packing in the three plastic containers). Material was taken

from the center of the burned patch, from the center of an area which a

trooper had blackened by applying a lighted flare to it, or fuse, and

seraped up with the end of a tire-iron, which was painted black,

e
e
 
e
o

not as well-defined as the northeast hole. Sgt. Raines poured plaster

o= Paris into these holes with paper clips arranged to permit pulling out

the plugs. It was anticipated that some difficulty might be encountered,

so the best hole was left untouched, The southeast hole gave the most

Gifficulty due to its depth; finally the road had to be chipped carefully

awey from the cast, not, however, without damaging the cast. All re-

coverable pieces are enclosed, Material which adhered to the casts was

left on them, The other two casts were pulled out directly with only

x damage. These casts are wrapped in cotton in the empty cotton-box,

hn also contains the envelope with the matches in it, In retrospect,

t
a hout damaging them, such as using modelling clay or

man area well away from any affected part of the road. The samples were

An attempt was then made to get casts of the three holes which were

f course, one can think of several more intelligent ways to obtain impres-



=
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Conclusions

This is a peculiar case, primarily because of the apparently excellent

ility (in the sense of truthfulness) of the principal witness. If

soe takes the description of events as given by the witness at face value,

nen the physical evidence follows logically from the position, appearance,

asa behavior of the object. The object had legs; marks were left on the

und, The object was large; the marks could have been mde by a heavy

onject settling slowly onto the pavement. The object departed with a blast

of very high-temperature flame that splashed off the roadway; the tar was

iznited by the flames died immediately away; the appearance of the burned

area indicates a blast of heat.

On the other nani, if one considered only the physical evidence so

fer available and so far analyzed, he would be bound to conclude that a hoax

highly probable. The presence of matches suggests that gasoline (but

ach less than a quart) was used to ignite a patch on the road; a clever

and emergetic enouzh person could have nade the holes in the pavement.

fact that the holes were not discovered until the next day strongly

2 put there after the sighting but before the inspec-

ton the folloving dey. The irregular but sharp outlines of the burn and
teene el ee

the uniformity of the burn argue against the idea that a downward jet played

on tc road, at least in one fixed position; the absence of any outward-
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against the factuality of the story told by Crowder, Against that, we

must weigh the fact that<Q@EPerd is considered unguestionable by

everyone who knows him, Sgt. Raines, for example, has known Crowder for

seven years and has the same high opinion of hin,

At this writing, therefore, in the absence of any additional clues

or the results of chemical analysis, the only conclusion that can be

@rawn is that the witness probably did see something out of the ordinary,

but that we cannot rule out the possibility that a hoax was perpetrated

by some person or persons other than the principal witness. A possible

hoax is involved, but evidence for it is not clear,
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THE SOJTH HILL CASE

evidence and insight into the UFO case that cccurred on

21, 1967, at South Hill, Va., was obtained during a two-day

to that city on December 16-17 and from follow-up investigations.
suen of the principals in the case, including Clifford Crowder

2 reported the sighting, were interviewed. The interviews were

orded on tape.

This report has been prepared, without charge, for use by the

Force Project Blue Book and by the University of Colorado UFO

udy Group. No other use or release is intended by the author,

shout specific 3 en permission. a ick Lae

Even these two agencies are cautioned against public use or

epen publication of the few paragraphs marked with a triple asterisk

%) which contain candid quotations from the interviews or author
conclusions.

It is assumed that the reader is faniliar with the general

details of the South Hill case and has read the official case

report prepared by William T. Powers of Northwestern University

for the Air Force, dated May 10, 1967.

This case seems to this author to be an especially interest-

g one for several reasons;
5

1. It demonstrates that physical evidence which may upon

superficial examination seem to provide evidence of

£ trial visitations can actually demonstrateextra~b

quite 4 vent conclusion.

UFO ci mislead the general public into a false

conclus add to the illusion that the Earth has

enter ctra-terrestrial visitors.

that mature adults with good reputations

ty are not necessarily beyond attempting a (3588)
Spurion. 0 report, if only as a psychological experiment.

seca

Ailip J. Kl

560 N Street SW

Washington DC. 2002)

Jamary 9, 1968

"ebm

;
Hi
f
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The Evidence

The credibility of Clifford Crawford's story that he saw a large,

ark-shaped object sitting on four legs on East Farrell St. shortly before
on the evening of April 21, 1967, and that the object suddenly

eared with a blinding flash that left the asphalt-macadam road afire,

+s on the following:

%

i)

2. The burned spot on the road. According to some accounts, the rocks

in the area were still warm to the touch when Crowder and the local

police returned to the area a few minutes later.

2, Four tiny holes, or “padprints," measuring approximately % inch in
diameter by 4s inch deep, which were found at the site the following

morning but not on the evening of the incident.

The statement by Norman Martin, who lives 600 feet south of Bast

Farrell St., that he saw bright illumination on trees near the burned

spot for a brief interval at approximately the time that Crowder says

the incident occurred.

t
o

lL, Mr. Crowder's long-standing reputation in the community.

The Burned Spot

is that the brief but intense burst of fire emittedCrowder's stor;

by the object when it took-off, or disappeared, set fire to the asphalt-
On et least fourteen occasions during two recorded inter~

2 to flame and fire on the road. For added confirma-

© Washington, I wrote him to ask if the road was

he saw actual flame; if so, how high were the flames

how long they lasted.

adam road.

, Crowder re.

upon return

y smoking or

approximately

“The road was flaming after the flash of light. At

out 3 ft. high. When I passed the flame was going

=> inches high. When I first saw the flash I stopped

Td guess the time as 60 seconds or more from the time

I passed the burning pavement.”

Crowder repl

the flame

3 I would gue

at ONCE...

flash >

s have assumed that the asphalt was set afire.

ORT CCHBUSTION, according to Blake Cornthwaite,

e Asphalt Institute in Washington D.C. Asphalt

its temperature is raised to 00-500F, but when

heat is removed, THE ASPHALT WILL NOT CONTINUE TO

% cooks over and puts itself out," according to Cornthwaite.

It is true that fast-curing types of asphalt, which are dissolved in

night briefly support combustion for several days after being laid.

ue nin a week, 90% of the naptha will have evaporated. And the road

m East Farrell St. was not freshly laid, even if fast-curing asphalt were

used.
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THIS MEANS THAT THE BURNED SPOT ON THE ROAD WAS PRODUCED BY SOME

TYPE OF FLAMMABLE LIQUID OR MATERIAL. This, conceivably, could have

been deposited by the "object", by Crowder himself, or by others.

If the flammable material was deposited by the "object," then it

ignited by the"object" in the process of take-off. If deposited

Crowder or others, it would have had to be ignited by more conventional

Se

The Charred Matches

Some time after Crowder brought the local police to the site, he

e home to tell his family of the incident. While Crowder was absent,

ce officer B.0. Murphy discovered three completely charred paper matches

in the burned spot on the road, “approximately 6 inches inside the
heast side," according to Murphy's written report. State Trooper

danes A. Crawford, who also was present at the time, found a fourth paper

match in the burned area, also completely charred. Murphy said the three
imatches he found were so close together "they could have been covered with

a half dollar," according to his reporte

THE FACT THAT ALL FOUR MATCHES WERE COMPLETELY CHARRED INDICATES

THAT THEY WERE ON THE ROAD AT THE TIME OF THE FIRE.

The discovery of these charred matches produced an interesting reaction,

but not a surprising one, among those present. (Recall that Crowder was

at home at the time.)

Trooper Crawford decided not to bother to report the incident (Crowder' s
> report) to his immediate superior, Sgt. S.H. Raines, head of the local

ce, "because I didn't think there was anything to it. That's my opinion

xr we found the matches," Crawford told me.

U

(2)

I asked Trooper Crawford if any of the other officers present also

suspicious. replied: "I think everyone was...after we found the
n

.

”

officers were not the only ones whose suspicions

Harris, part-time reporter/photographer for the

who was present when Murphy and Crawford found the

n this way when I asked whether the matches had aroused

"In my mind it did, because I hesitated until 2 am.

ailed my film into the newspaper. I just went and put my canera

said (here Harris hesitated) well, you know, Crowder is a highly

of, upstanding man. I think he's a man of integrity, personally.
iown him.,..I lived in his home in an apartment when my wife and I were

rried,..I'm sure you've found Crowder is well thought of. But, I said,

ere's the matches, you know, I said, well, I've wasted my film. I

even think I'll send it to the newspaper."



Sipe

Then events took a strange twist. Harris discussed his suspicions

with Harry Nanny, publisher of The South Hill Enterprise, a weekly news-

paper, who also had come to the scene. "We began to talk," Harris said,

Yand between the two of us we decided that, ah, Crowder had seen us take

these pictures and would expect to see something in the paper, you know.

tnd we knew that he had seen something -- we didn't know what it was --

d so we decided to go ahead. So, at 2 aom., I put my film on the bus

chmond.” The incident appeared in a feature story in the Richmond

Leader and was quickly picked up by the wire services and given

national coverage.

The one person interviewed who attempted to minimize the significance

of the charred matches was Crowder himself. Late in the interview, he

casually mentioned the matches: "Now another thing they did find, I think,

in that same spot, they found some matches, either one match or two matches,

the charred remains. But you see there were so many people there smoking

cigarettes that night...that was when the State Police got into it, you see,

that is when they found, they claimed, these matches -- it was either two

or three burned match sticks, these paper matches around the site.”

"But. to_me that didn't mean a thing on God's earth, you know, so far
as somebody starting a fire was concerned. As many people as there were

around there smok: cigarettes and dropping matches, don't you see.”

Later, I asked officer Murphy (who found the three matches) whether

they could have been dropped by visitors at the scene after lighting cigar-

ettes. He replied itively: "No, no...no. They had to have been there

(vefore). It would have been impossible for someone to have lit a cigar-
site and the m to have been burne ike that. Harris agreed:

"when we picked m up they just crumbled to ashes.”

ossible that the charred matches or partially burned

d to be clustered together on the precise spot that

nd, and that they could have remained so clustered

and take-off (or explosion) of such an object.

It is simp]

matches just hap

= UFO chose to

eresting coincidence that Crowder himself smokes% seems an

7) matches to light his cigarettes.uses booko
H

The Four "Padprints"

ers did discover the small, charred matches on the

~nacadam road on the night of April 21, they did not

ver even one of the four holes within six fect of the burned spot.
ises the question of whether these "padprints" were indeed there

night of April 21, or whether they were created in the pre-dawn

of April 22.

£ only one of the four holes had been discovered that night, it is

le that all four would have been found, so there were four “opportun-

for discovery. Trooper Crawford told me that he and Murphy made a

car 1 search, bending down low over the road, using a 6-cell flashlight.

Crawford finds it hard to believe that the holes could have been overlookeds



age

Sgt. Raines, who heads the local Virginia State Police office,

acknowledges that Trooper Crawford "is a right thorough fellow, and

ordinarily I'd say that when he says the holes weren't there, they weren't

there." But Raines, who is a member of the same church as Crowder, says

he is sure that the holes were (8 there that night.

He explains that the reason they were not found is that Crowder had

described the UFO's legs as being 5-6 inches in diameter and so the officers

naturally were looking for large indentations on the road, not tiny holese

Raines adds that the next morning when he was told of the four holes and

went to the site, he still had trouble finding them in broad daylight.

But trooper Crawford says that when he heard about the holes the

next day and returned to the site at night to see if he could spot them

in the darkness, he said he did find them "without being shown where they

were."

If the holes were there on Friday night, it would neither confirm nor

deny the possibility of a hoax. But if the holes were NOT there Friday

night, then the case is clearly a hoax, for this would mean that they
were added sometime after midnight (when the officers left for the night)
and the following morning.

If the "padprints" were added in the pre~dawn hours of April 22,

it seems safe to conclude that this was done to provide additional evi-

dence to support the original story and to counteract suspicions raised

by the discovery of the charred matches, As of midnight, only a handful

of people knew of the discovery of the charred matches. Clifford Crowder

was one 0: is handful.

So far as is known, Crowder was the first man to return to the area

the next morning, at approximately 7 a.m., while on his way to work.

Although Crowder took time to stop and talk with Norman Martin about events

of the previous night, Crowder insists that he did not stopat the site

4tself for even a brief inspection. It is surprising that Crowder would
Tosity, especially since he was so early for work onnot show more

a Saturday mor: and is the manager of the fertilizer warehouse.

11t,Crowder was not the first to discover the four small

- he would have found them if he had stopped to inspect

4+ known who was the first to discover the holes. None

interviewed claimed this honor, nor did they know

d them.

But as a re

- Certai

ite. Nor

e dozen p

d first

t. Raines said he was sitting in Crowder's office, only 1,000 ft.

from the site, when he received word about the four holes. Raines

he promptly left to visit the site and see the holes. But again,

ier showed a surprising Jack of curiosity about this important new

ery. He told me that it was nob until an hour or two later, when

Grove home for lunch, that he stopped to see the newly discovered holes.
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During the first interview with Crowder, he spoke of "ashes" that

had been found on the burned spot that night. (Apparently this was a

reference to residue fron "fusee" flares which the officers had used in

an experiment to try to ignige the macadam road.) When asked if the

ashes had been analyzed, Crowder explained that they had been washed away

use it "poured down rain that night after this happened...came a good

shower of rain sometime during the night."

If it had indeed rained between midnight and daylight the following

and if the four holes had been there the night before, there should

been some rainwater in the holes when they were discovered Saturday

orning

I asked Sgt. Raines if he had found anything in the holes when he

cived at the site around 10-11 a.m. He replied: “There was nothing

them." Any water? "No sir," he responded. When I explained that

Srowder had said that it rained that night, Raines responded heatedly:

‘Cliff's nob sure about that, is he? That's an opinion. There wasn't
4

y rain, There wasn't any rain.” S

Had it rained? Robert Harris, who said he remained at the site

idnight and who put his film on the 2 a.m. bus for

) ber any rain. Nor did others, except for George

Utley of radio station WIWS. Utley had worked until around 1 a.m., he

recalled, and he remembered a little rain at the time he left for home.
call that Saturday morning had been bright and sunnye

Upon returning to Washington, I checked the Weather Bureau, They

d me that their station at Raleigh, N.C., approximately 60 miles to
, had reported traces of precipitation from 3-5 aeme
rdredths of an inch starting around S asm. Richmond,
north, had reported a trace of rain at 3-l ame,

owed by several hundredths of an inch starting atl a.m.

+ Crowder was awake in the very early morning hours

as the only one to recall the "hard shower."
This suggests

of April 22 since

Norman Martin's Role

n Martin, who live approximately 600 ft. south of

2 visiting Mr. Martin's mother in the local hospital

21. Mr. Martin says they over-stayed the normal

urs by perhaps 10 minutes, which would mean they

tal room at about 8:10 pom.

owing 5 minutes for the Martins to walk to their car, and another

s to drive home, they should have arrived at their driveway and

outh from East Farrell St. at approximately 8:50 p.m.c
o
m
c
a
d

a
o
r

Working backward for Crowder, he arrived at the local police station

nents after 9 pom. Allowing 5 minutes for him to drive to the
st from the site, and a minute or two for the time he says he waited

for the flames to die down, this would place the time of the incident at

sanewhnere between 8:50 and 8:55 p.m.
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Thus the Martins were arriving home from the hospital at roughly

the same time as the incident would have occurred, according to Crowder's

account.

And Crowder says he saw the headlights of a car heading east just

after the intense flash of light set fire to the road and that the car
a south, seemingly into the Martin driveway. (See Powers report, pe 5.)

If THIS CAR WAS INDEED THE MARTINS, WHY DID THEY NOT SEE THE FLAMES

CS THE ROAD? THEIR CAR WOULD HAVE BEEN ONLY GOO FEET AWAY AT THE IME.

AND WHY DIDN'T THE MARTINS SEE THE HEADLIGHTS OF CROWDER'S CAR?

To resolve this hard-to-answer question and to explain the apparent

conflict of Mr. Martin's statement that he saw an intense flash of light

on the trees near the site while standing in his backyard, Powers and

others have concluded that the car that Crowder saw was NOT the Martins.

Instead, the "mysstery car" that Crowder saw is assumed to have turned
south into the drive of the C.A. King residence, approximately 200 feet
west of the Martin driveway. It is reasoned that Crowder could easily
h erred in thinking the car turned into the Martin drive when in fact

the "mystery car" merely turned around in the King drive and headed back

toward South Hill.

Powers wrote in report: "That turned out to be the case. Mr. King,

who lived in the house in question, said that at about nine p.m. his wife,

who was in the northwest bedroom (from which the scene of the sighting was

visible) saw 1 ts as from a car's headlights turning into their drive-
However, nob knocked on the door and she assumed that someone had

ly turned ari n the driveway. If that were the case, then the

repancy is cleared up."

i flaws in this hypothesis. If a "mystery car" had

U-shaped drive west of the King house to turn

have seen the headlights or tail-lights emerge

5 and would then not have mistaken the car for the

There are s

y turned into

i, Crowder sh

tter of sec

w
o

2 are no windows on the west side of the main house

anyone in the northwest portion could not have

car approaching from the west, unless they were

window.

hermore,

Finally, in an interview with Mrs. C.A. King, she flatly denies

:r_could have turned aroundin the yard that evening’ Here

own words:

daughter was in the front part of the house (facing East Farrell.
aning and I was in the kitchen (back) and she said, 'Momma, I thought

lights flash and I thought a car is in the back...I'm sure it was a

car pulled in.' But it wasn't, because we went out into the back and

there wasn't anyone there.
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Thinking perhaps that I had misunderstood, I asked: "So do you think

it was a car that turned in?"

Mrs. King replied emphatically: "No, no, it wasn't a car, because we

went out and looked and there wasn't a car anywhere because it wouldn't

had time to get out of sight...This is exactly the same thing I told

s other man (7?) who came by and wanted an interview." (The King house

ts on a Slight rise and this gives a clear view of traffic heading to/

TM South Hill.)

Before departing, I again asked: "You are quite sure then that there

io car that pulled into your driveway?" Mrs. King responded: "No,

se my daughter and I both went out onto the back porch and she went

an out into the yard and there wasn't a car going or coming."

Illustrating the power of suggestion and the impact of this incident

me of the local residents, Mrs. King said that just before her

ghter came in from the front of the house to report seeing a light,

+ King herself had seen "a light flashing in the back window." (This

would be from the south, from the direction of Martin's house.) Mrs. King

ed that at the same moment, "I heard something sound exactly like a

eny baby, like an infant crying. Now my daughter had two children but

they were both fast asleep." (Note: This is believed to be the first

report of a UFO that made sounds like a crying baby)

Despite this evidence that there was in fact no "mystery car," and

% the car that Crowder said he saw was in fact Martin's car, it is

ible to resolve most of the apparent conflicts between the accounts

of Crowder and Martin, as will be explained shortly.

On at least several occasions, when Crowder has described his visit

corroborate this. Here are Martin's own words: "He

morning...We'd just gotten up, I'd say between 7

ked me did I see anything unusual around here.

t see anything unusual. And he got to telling me

id, ‘Well, Cliff, I'll tell you, being as you

errible light up there last night'".

xrtin explained: "After he brought this up, it made me think that

think they was car lights there (that he saw.)"

which man is telling the truth? In the first of two interviews with

he had volunteered the following comment about Martin: "Well, to

u the truth, Martin is not considered a very reliable citizen...

he's just a very ordinary share~cropper farmer...he's not considered a

very substantial citizen.”

ual for me. (Martin, a homespun humorist, laughed.)
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Later, when I asked Martin about Crowder's reputation, Martin replied:

"If Mr. Crowder...(chuckles) I can't say the man is not telling the truth
because I don't know of any one to have any dealings with him to say he

would lie. But if he saw anything, then I saw the light from it."

On several other occasions, Martin leaned over backward to hedge his

claims to those of Crowder. For example: "Like I say, I don't know

it was. If he (Crowder) saw the real object then I saw the light

m it."

ed that after arriving home from the hospital, his

while he walked into the back yard. It was then, he

Ss glare go off there. It was actually quicker than

st_took it for pranted it was somebody headed yom

times I've seen them down there come out the car

trees there. Well, I didn't pay too much attention to

Martin exp]

wife had gone insi

said, that "I saw +}

é car light, but I

t house and m

would shine on t

Martin volunteered an interesting comment about the remarkable similar-

ity between the UFO, as described by Crowder, and the large aluminum tank

used by Crowder to store liquid fertilizer which sits just outside his

office window. "I was thinking some time after this happened, you know,

Mr. Crowder's liquid nitrogen tank is sitting there right in front of his

office, and I wondered, if he had set there so long and looked at that big

tank sitting there...nhen he comes out he sees a tank sitting in the road."

(Approximately a mile away from Crowder's office is a large steel
er tank that sits on four "legs". It also is readily visible when one

drives to and from his office along East Farrell St.) '

Although Mar

oak tree near

ng in the tree

te that th

example, he

1 St. to in

2 police to er

says the light he saw was so brightly illuminating

burned spot that he "could have shot a sparrow

his reactions at the time and his other statements

ident did not strike him as extrordinary at the time.

ot take the trouble to walk 600 feet north to East

igate that night. Nor did he stay outside long enough

ive at the site.

A Trial Hypothesis

to the question of how it was possible for Crowder

xr while neither Mr. nor i aw the burning

ts of Crowder's car, this question is readily

r's car was not on East Farrell St. and If his car

and if the road was not yet afirel

Mart

the he.

IF Croy

were turned off

‘eferring to Map #2, IF Crowder's car had been parked in the drive-

the then-vacant house (now occupied by a family named Johnson),

Crowder's car lights were turned off, he could easily see the

car coming down East Farrell St. and see it turn into the Martin

IF the incident is a hoax in which Crowder is the perpetrator, he
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would park his car while he poured flammable fluid on the road and lit it.

( It would be risky to park on East Farrell St. with the car lights on, for

this would illuminate his activities and he might be seen by someone in the

King house or: the Powell house. Yet to park there without lights would risk

a collision if another car suddenly came along.

It would be logical instead for Crowder to park in the driveway of the

hnson house," knowing that it was then unoccupied, for he could then

n off the car lights. (Note that Crowder says he stopped his car roughly

-~posite this same driveway when the intense flash of light occurred.)

IF this hypothesis is correct, Crowder would be very alert to any

approaching car while carrying out his mission, so he could quickly take

cover. If the Martin car came over the rise near the King house while he

was pouring the flammable liquid on the road, Crowder certainly would take

cover and probably would not resume his activities until he saw the Martin

car arrive home, its lights go out and then he would assume that both Mr. &

Mrs. Martin (i.e. the car's occupants) had all gone inside.

After lighting the fluid, he would return to his car and wait for the

flames to die down. Then, turning on his car lights he would turn west

(left) onto East Farrell St. and drive to the police station. As Crowder's

car turned onto East Farrell St., his car lights should illuminate the oak

and pine trees near the burned spot and it would be this illumination that

Martin reported seeing.

-off in elevation and the intervening wheat field,

e to see Crowder's car -- only the illumination

(This was checked by placing a car at the site and

m Martin's backyard.)

Because of a cr

Martin would not

from its headlig’

trying to see it

Since the "J on house" was then unoccupied, Martin would not

expect there to be any cars coming out of its driveway. Recall Marvin's

atement: "...m times I've seen them down there come out and the car

would shine on th trees there. Well, I didn't pay too much attention to

it," Certainly it did not seem sufficiently unusual to prompt Martin to

walk 600 feet nor=n to East Farrell St. to investigate.

-othesis seems to fit quite well. But what of the

i Crowder was merely the victim of a hoax, not its

r the incident, Crowder said that he had seen a tank-

on legs. He described it as being metallic and he

ected light from the car headlights.

But more recently, and later in my interview, Crowder says that he

5 the object "was a gas-filled flamnable bag" which was designed

sintegrate when illuminated by car headlights. On several occasions

a that he now believes the object was "some psychological experiment

+ one of the branches of the armed forces is fooling with."

The question arises as to how good are Crowder's powers of observation?

Pricr to driving to South Hill I had prepared eight 35 mm. slides which

were designed to test his powers of observation.
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BT

NNNN

AFHQ ines 0-309 UNCLASSIFIED



-ll-

The slides, in color, were taken of an unfemiliar object or an unusual

assemblage of objects at night against a darkened sky. ‘The object was
illuminated by two photoflood lamps, one on either side of the camera, to

ly simulate the illumination from two euto headlights. One cbject, for

ple, was an ancient werrior's helmet from Afghanistan; another was an

Spice after-sheve lotion bottle placed atop a plastic doughtnut. .Still

ther was a highly polished chremiun-plated cocktail shaker, not too

ferent in shape from the Crowder UFO, according to his descxriptions

addition, there were two slides showing leboratory plasmas and a picture

én unusual gas laser.

Crowder was told that each slide would be projected for appreximately

ive seconds, corresponding to the time he had said he viewed the UFO.

e@ slide wouldthen be removed and he was to try to describe the object,

not toidentify it. During the tests, he seldom waited forthe allotted
Seconds before he was ready to describe what he had seen.

criptions were so acc

%on the night of
‘oad and scmeho

Growder's dessors ate and perceptive th

te unlikely L 2a he really 5
3took them for a

And Crowder insists that this is what he saw. He has modified his

ry only to the extent of saying thet it might have been a large balloon

ch disintegrated suddenly (to explain its sudden disappearance.)

In recent months, semeone has painted "P.V. 67 HOAX" alongside the
rned spot on the road. The "P,V." stands for Park View High School,

geesting the n is the work of local teen-agers. (Crowder himself

has a teen-age rber.)

I asked Cr

have b

if he thovght the incident of his UFO enccunter

hoax staged by high school students. He replied:

i forseme high school kids to have built scme

I always thought it was (NOTE: Notaccording to

ption)...lt.aappeared to be the size of the u vy half
(outside his office) and it had those legs.’

"is a Common Law expression which means "Things

or "The Facts Speak For Themselves." This applies

for there is only ene possible explanation which
; consistent h the known facts:

1. The charred matches found on the burned spot.

26 fact that esphalt will not support combustion and Cro:

t: 28 which he B per S

Bere @ the significance of the charred matches.

. ne delayed discovery of the "pedprints'" and Crowder's seeming indiffer-y ¢ eh pedy 4
ence to their discovery.
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5. The inconsistency of the size of the "padprints" for an object the

size which Crowder reported, which would result in fantastically

high pad loading (See Appendix "A"). And the imperfect symmetry
of the "padprint" locations.

he Jack of syrmetry of the burned spot itself, a free-form shape
which suggests it was formed by the chance flow of a flammable

liquid.

o
O

7. The fact that Crowder reported seeing the Martin car immediately
after the road was set afire, yet neither Mr. nor Mrs. Martin

Saw the flames or the headlights of Crowder's car.

Res Ipsa Loquitur’

ifford Crowder's high standing in the wmmunity?

outside investigator is only eble to determine

citizens now sey about his reputation unless

2 made and no investigator, including this one,

study.

But what of Cl

The truth is that

what some of the lo

an in-deptn study +

has attempted such a

It is a matter cf? record that Clifford Crowder is active in the

h, the South Hill Methodist Church. Beyond this

1 how much of his present reputation is his own

s from other relatives in the Crowder "clan".

it is difficult +

and how much of it o

Foster Crowder, is a member of the Virginia State

brother, J.L. Crowder, was a member of the

card of Supervisors at the e of the incident

s-election. He was defeated in the primary held

the incident. A cousin, Charles W. Crowder,

@ agency which, incidentally, is an advertiser in

Dr Charles H. Crowder, an M.)., is a more distant

One brother,

yy Dept. A

Lenburg Coun

S$ cunn.

iewed spoke highly of Clifford Crowder, and .

ter endorsement without even being asked.

ng Clifford Crowder for the st time under

es, almost certainly would give him a good

t. Aman of 55, he is soft-spoken, sincere and

f stioned character

ions of financial responsibility. Yet ev year sees disclosures

ements by just such people, followed by expressions of shocked

se by friends and business associat
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So far as can be determined, Clifford Crowder was not and still is
 not,

wnat could be termed a "UFO Buff."

But UFOs "were in the air" around South Will. The tom is within

range of two Americm Broadcasting Company VY stations: WLES (Channel 8)
jehmond and WRAL (Channel 5) in Raleigh, N.C. It was approximately

: months before the South Hill incident that the new "flying saucer
"

rogran, "The Invaders" began on ABC's television network. (Mrs. CA.
1g mentioned that some of the neighborhood children watch the 

show

were therefore quite excited over the Crowder UFO report.

Probably a more influential program is one by Frank Eduards, cal
led

“Strangest of Al1," which is broadcast every afternoon at 1 o! clock 
by

the South Hill radio station, WWS. Although the Bd ards progeam does
not limit itself exclusively to flying saucers, they are feature

d

prominently along with other supposedly true stories of the occult and
supernatural.

The pastor of Crouder's church writes a regular column, entitled

"Study Talk", for The SouthHill Enterprise. In the April 27, 1967, issue,

the first to appear after the incident, pastor William Mayton dev
oted his

entire column to the subject of UFOs. One extract from this column is

especially interesting: "The important thing is that one (UFO) made
“re scene at South Hill and South Hill is now really on the inap.”

This proved to be a masterful unde: ement. South Hill was

luged with visitors, thousands of then, Hately after the incident

s reported in the local and national press, and for sone week
s after-

aS6

Crowder himself has achieved national, even international fane.

has received % hone calls from as far avay as Australia, from
4 to hear him describe the incident in his own vords’

that Crowder has becone "fed up" with all this
said: "If I ever again see a UFO, I'll

" But Crowder himself gave no indication of this

tervieus. He cooperated fully, showed no reluc-

erience for the Nth time and ‘he displayed no

questioned. (However, because I had no

: investigator" and therefore had to rely upon

lunbary coc ion, I did not press him on such matbers as the

matches or other discrepancies.)
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The four charred matches found on the burned spot raised grave
suspicions of a hoax among police officers and reporters at the scene,

by their own admissions. Harris himself said he alsrost didn't send his

film and story to the Richmond Times-Dispatch and News Leade: Yet when
story did appear in the two newspapers, THERE WAS NOFA SINGLE MENTION

CHARRED MATCHES.

$s a result, the Associated Press story on the case which appeared
papers around the country made no mention ofthe charred matches.

It was not until William Powers visited South Hill on April 23 and

tioned this important finding in discussions with the Press that the
rred matches. were mentioned, somewhat casually, in the few newspapers

that carried follow-up stories.

Three men fron NICAP Headquarters, one a NASA physicist, visited

South Hill. on April 22. The results of their investigation were reported

in a feature story in the March-April, 1967, issue of "The U.F.0, Investi-
gator." The article mentions the burned spot and the four “padprints,"

but there is no i ches. When APRO reported the
case in the May—J >A.P.R.O. Bulletin," there was
no mention of the charred matches.

The new Frank Edwards book, "Flying Saucers -- Here and Now," devotes
two full pages to South Hill case. But again, there is no mention of

he charred match Tt seems safe to predict that the South Hill case

Il bedescribed dozens of other UFO books, as yet unwritten, and that

n most, if not all, there will be no mention of the charred matchese

biic enlightenment is not well-served either by

s issued by "official investigators." For exaaple:

The cause

ure state

hat he saw and there

67, issue of The South Hill Enterprise
Edwards book. <

ispatch.

is not politic to dismiss the Press with a curt "no

on prudence and past experience suggest that it would

an investigator to explain that it is premature to coment

case until the investigation has been completed and that this will
itional time.



APPENDIX "A"

A DESIGN ANALYSIS OF THE CROWDER UFO:

1.

2.

W
w

5.

6.

7

The tank-shaped UFO as described by Crowder was estimated to be

approximately 12 ft. in diameter and 15 ft. high (excluding 3 ft.

legs.) This would give it a volume of approximately 1,700 cu. ft.

The Apollo Lunar Module has somewhat similar overall dimensions, although

it is not a simple cylinder. The Lunar Module is approximately 20 ft.
high and 1 ft. in diameter. Assuming (for simplicity) that it is a

simple cylinder, this would give it a volume of approximately 3,000 cu.ft.

(Actual enclosed volume is somewhat less.)

The Lunar Module is expected to weigh approximately 30,000 1b. This

would give it a specific weight of 10 lb./cu. ft. (By way of comparison,

Cork has a specific weight of 15.5 Ib./cu. ft.)

Assuming that the Crowder UFO had the same specific weight as the Lunar

Module (10 lb./cu. ft.), then the Crowder UFO would weigh:

4 17,000 1b.

The Lunar Module has four landing pads, each 37 inches in diameter,

giving it a total pad area of ),280 sq. in.

This gives the Lunar Module a pad-loading of 7 psi. on earth.

But when landing on the Moon, which has only 1/6th earth gravity,
the effective Lunar Module pad-loading will be:

1.2 psi

The four "padprints" allegedly left by the Crowder UFO each measured

approximately *s inch in diameter. The total "padprint" area of the

four is then approximately 1 sq. in.

This gives the Crowder UFO a pad-loading of approximately: 17,000 psi.

(based on assumed specific weight of 10 1b./cu. ft.)

Four-lane concrete highways are stressed to withstand loads of 640 psi.

Thus, the "de " of the Crowder UFO, by failing to use larger

pads, ended up with a "craft" whose pad loading is 30 times too high

to enable it to land on major highways without puncturing the concrete.
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WASHINGTON, D. C, 20024

Deceniver 22, 1957

Mr. Clirford Cz

617 No. Brunswick Ave.

South Hill, Ve.

Dear Mr. Crowder:

First I should like to % you for your kincness in
us on your Us0 encounter. I know

that by this time you must be very weary of the whole matter

after having repeated the story so maay tines.

Would you be kind enough to clarify a couple points for

me?

1. @ intense flast object
7 or disinteg vas

set afire, did you see actual flame or spot

merely smoking?

2. sew fle approximately how hich would you

4e the flame vas, i-c. an inch, several inches,

3. you saw fleme, eppro> ately how long did it last
ing out, or until you felt it was safe to

und and head for the police station?

Again, thanks for your assistance.

Cordially,
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THE SOUTH HILL CASE

An Analysis

By Philip J. Klass

Washington D.C,



THE SURIDAY STAR
0. fd sel 23, 1967

SOUTH
“You c:

HILL, Va.

i how it

mn police came
ke said. “We

d spot in the
|road where the thing took off.|

er'Che spot stiil in here in the!

scene andi

saw ihe

der of
tmy Medic:

at 9 am. Frids

‘densof the center.
ght lights) Gen. Kendeic!
ime I didiafter 23 years of mi

mendous burst ofjafier 33 ycars of military serv-
§ fire came fi fee, served as physician to

object ani General of .the Army. Dougiss
up.in the MacArthur in Japan for three

years. He will pass his ho:

nd to Brig. Gen. Phillip|
» Mal! der of

-

tary serv),

Police examine a hurned spot on a road near

Souliz BL, Va, -where N. Crowder snid he

saw 2 bigr nt

of fire and ai

stall

ppear Vriday

~Aawcsted Pres

object shoot up with a ball

ight.



MEMO TOR THE RECORD: 26 APRIL 1967

Contact with Lt. Colonel Krell revealed the following infor-

mation pertaining to the South Hill, Virginia sighting of 21 April

1967 . Lt. Colonel Krell said that he personnaly drove to the

South Hill area and investigated the case. The four holes were

odd. They were approximately 9 feet 6 inches apart forming a

square. The burnt area was in the middle of the square. When the

policemen arrived at the scene the pavement was cold. It was an

asphalt highway. Lt. Colonel Krell could find no additional wit-

ness who saw the alleged UFO. ‘The witness reported no sound at

all; even after stopping the car and rolling down the window. Lt.

Colonel Krell will contact the South Hill police department and

obtain a written statement concerning what was found at the scence

of the sighting.
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