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22/0200% south Hill, Yirzinia

PROJECT 10073 RECORD i
2. LOCATION

| E——— . —— e ——

on2 withnass

EL I 1 . -

3- :-'-.‘ll'ijilr:':

Civilian

10. CONCLUSION

R i _ By ,'r
Unidentified #» /o

T S ——

| 4. NU'RER OF C3JECTS

i 5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

l sacona o two

£, TYPE OF CRSERVATION
Grounad Jasual

12 feet in diameter, sittine on the highway. All of a

| ur. A8 the cbject

o ow ey g R N

: benesth the object.
In the center of the burnt area rour matenes were found,
Chnerical anslysis revealad no unusual chemiecals in the

Durnu area, or surroundiing areca.

The case is beinz carried as unidentifizd; however, o
hozx is nossible,

FORM
FTD seps3 0.22% (TDE)

FPrevious s<izions of this form may be used.

s

2
eucddesn the object disapvesred instantanzously zoing stral
departed a brilliant white coluun of fire
It burnt a place on Lhe road,
‘_

Cozzrver watchaed a large silver colored objecht, approximztely

e

b




DEARBORN OBSERVATORY
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201
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Attn: Major Hector Cuintanilla, Jr.

I o= sending two reports (164), one by Hl and one by {‘
’. This is thzs sighting of April 21, 1%67 at South Hill, Virginia.
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U.S. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION

-

“his questionnaire has been prepared so that you can give the U.S. Air Force as much
infermztion as possible concarning the unidentified carial phenomanon that you have observed.
Plssz= t7y to cnswer as many questions as you possibly can. The information that you give will
be Us=d for ressarch purposes, Your namas will not be used in connection with any stataments,
zanzlusions, or publications without your parmission. We request this personal information so

that i+ it is deemed nacessary, we may contact you for further details,
|
r 1. When did you see the object? 2. T{rﬁé" gfaay f o *F-.“,"T..K/-:.fc‘_ . W
! Hour Minutes
' : &7 28 AT,
#7___/ e arr2 A ;i_é(;' (Circle One) A.M. or @.M. }
Day Munih Year R
4
t 3. Time Zone:
(Circle One); a. Eastern (Circle One): a. Dnyllghi Saving
b. Centrzl b. @*‘Idurd
¢. Mountain
d. Pccific
c. Olher & -

4, ¥nere wers you when you saw the =

r
:r.-"'..-_l.--"..l _?{__ﬂ" —

(3

.""n-

Mecrest Postal Address

City or Town

_ ,:,L{ivaj_i_::ﬁ/ié/._-._

LA

State oc:Cownty

5. How lona wes object in sight? (7

3. Certain

e e e . e — —— A s . —
e,
.
l"'l"‘-.‘_
L:\! "
|
‘ .

-

b. Feirly certain

5.1 How weos 1ime

L

1N sighi detarm.nes’

atal Duration)

Hours

c. Not very sure
d. Just a guiess

ol SOl Aoy o

.-"_4 2 - {" ﬂ-‘[____.l_ -

Minutes

S O

= - S R S S e

Seconds

. =
’//.1-"

! 5.2 WS coseme = 513t continuousiv? Yes _ 4= No=—Ur
6. What was the ccocition of the sky?
OAY NIGHT
a. Bright a. Bright
- - . :
Dn::-wf‘ﬂ-ﬂ%}" b' CCI oy r{‘f‘

=

—

ey

LeadT

7. IF you sow the chject during DAYLIGHT, where was the SUN located as you Innl-:r_-d at the’ nb)ecr‘*'

(Circle One): a. in front of you
b. In back of you
c. To your right

d. To your left
e. Overheod

f. Don't remember

‘ ~7 2 'f-r::'}‘-/ 7

o

FORM
FTD ocTté2 164

Thin form superrardes FTD 164, Jul 61, which is obanlete,
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8. IF you saw the object at NIGHT, what did you notice concerning the STARS and MOON?
8.1 STARS (Circle One): 8.2 MOON (Circle One):
a. hone a. Bright moonlight
b, A tew b. Dull mnnnhght
c. Many c. No moonlight -\hpl'l'th dark:
d. "=n't remamber d. Don't remembar
9. What wers =2 waather conditions at the time you sow the object?
CLOUDS (Circle One): WEATHER (Circle One):
a. Clear sky a. Dry
b. Hazy b. Fog, mist, or light rain
c. Scottersd clouds c. Moderate or heavy rain
d. :l'h_l_cl-: '-.:h.-_ neavy cf?uiﬂi_. d. Snow
e e. Don't remember
10. Tha objec: cppeared: (Circle One):
a. Solid d. f’»’-‘-.s u lrght
b, Trenszzrent e. Dan t ramember
c. Yapor
11. If it cppear=d os a light, was it brightar than the brightest stors? (Circle One):
:.._‘*ri-ighféf;- c. About the same
b. Dimmer d. Don't know
11.1 Compars brightnass to some common object;
/% i Lo tfilgr Ll ,{?1.;'5'[{1:;- &
b ‘ e s Z =
£ '
12. The szaes of the chisct were:;
) ‘ e ~
(Circle Ore): a. Fuzzy or blurred e. Other i.t;;:.a'f:.f:_-;i'.':‘__ AR e X% O
5, Like ¢ bright ster b4 B
c. Sharply outlinsd ol gl A e Eyy”
gt B0 St e i S I Sl S A S e 1 .
13, Did the ob == (Circle One for each question)
a. Appacr tc stand still ot any time? Yes No Don't know
b. Suddeniy szeed up and rush oway at any time? 'f't-s__; No Don’t know
c. Bresx up i=to parts or explode? Yes No Don't know
d. Give oif smcke? Yes No Don’t know
e, Change brightness? Yes No Don't know
f. Changs shapa? Yes No Don't know
g. Flash or tlicker? Yes No Don’t know

h. Disappear ond reappacr? Yes No Don't know




Poge 3

e e e T — — —— S

Did the object disappear while you were watching it? If so, how?

J;x_,l— ¢ -J'Ja./,/ o s

15.

/e ,,/ y
Did the .._.::-r “+fove behind sonfething at any time, particularly a cléud?

(Circiz One): Yes Crg) Don’t Know. IF you answered YES, then tell whaot

it meve- sehind: . v N S B L S NS k-

——— T —

—_—- m—— e = e e R —— — - -_— e m——— e e —— e S —

16.

kg //

Did the c-=aFmove in front of something at any time, particularly a cloud?

#‘1‘

(Circle Jne): Yes @/ Don’t Know, IF you answered YES, then tell what

fRront o s s sl e e e e e o e S ke

=t o —— = R B e o i i e o —— ] S o e = " R

17. Teli in a few words the following things about the object:
. Sound _ B _ T ok . el
/ : 7 " A
b. Color v _é-'ﬂ—ﬁ} Aoy el /:L’_[_ﬁ/-.-_-f-a_ o2 Zl c-/./.;:& :./ : o
4 7. /[ /
y_ ' 4 | ¥ U
18, We wish to know the angular size. =s!d o match stick at arm’s length in line with a known object and note how

much cf r'*'r-.- objact is covered by the hezad of the match. If you had performed this experiment at the time of the
sighting, ncw much of the object would have been covered by the match head?

fieds? e .:/’* styet
/)

19.

o

Drew o pizturs =2t will show the shaze of the object or objects. Label and include in your sketch any details
Siect 1met you saw such os wings, protrusions, etc., and especially exhaust trails or vapor trails.

Place an arrow Seside the drawing t2 show the direction the object was moving.
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20. Do you think you can estimate the speed of the object?
(Circle O s )
ircle One) Ye (ﬁlﬁ'

IF you answered YES, then what speed would you estimate? | 3

21. Do you t-ink you can estimate how far away from you the object was?
- N |
{Circle One) Q"es f No
o3 ! |
IF you cnswered YES, then how far away would you say it was? ‘:f;(h:rv% //(" {_75,/.:— :
5 /

22. Where w=r= you located when you saw the object? 23. Were you (Circle One)

(Circle Cne):

0. In the business section of a city?
a. Insige = building b. In the residential section of a city?
ot :
b. Ina cor (e In open countryside?
| :.@grérgz d. Near an airfield?

d. laan zirplane (type) e. Flying over a city?

e. At sea f. Flying over open country?

f. Other o B O

| 24, |F you wera MOVING IN AN AUTOMOBILE or other vehicle at the time, then complete the following questions:

24,1 What direction were you moving? (Circle One)

a. North c. East e. South g. West
b. Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest
24.2 How fast were you moving? ___miles per hour.

24,3 Dis veu stop at any time while you were looking at the object?

(Cirzla One) Yes No

.:r |ﬂ/.
25. Did you c5serve the :‘ry-'!r through any of the following?

a, Eyeglesses Yes No e. Binoculars Yes No
b, Sun zicsses Yes Ne f. Telescope Yes No
c. Winzsr al= Yes No g. [heodolite Ye No
d. ¥irndow = =33 Yes No h

s
. Other Attt ¢ '?L-‘f-'_f-" -
o 1"' -
v

26. In order thot vou can give as clear a picture as possible of what you saw, describe in your own words a common

object or obi=zts which, when placed up in the sky, would give the same appearance as the object which you saw,

- 7 - o o e ."' r : ‘ 7 2 .
7 .
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‘—-*g’u -
-

27. In the following sketch, imagine that you ars at the point shown. Place an “"A"" on the curved lins to show how
high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you first saw it. Place ¢ "'B" on the sams curvad lins to

show how high ths object was above the horizon (skyline) whan you last saw it. Place on "'A"' on the compass

when you first saw it, Place a "‘B" on the compass wheara you last saw the cbieet,

9O%e" -2y /’7//

. —

25. Drew a picturs that will show the moticn that the object or objects made. Place an ""A’" at the baginning of the

W path, ¢ '8 ot the end of the path, cnd show any changes in direction during the course.

29, IF thare wos MORE THAN ONE cbiscr, then how many wers thers?

Draw ¢ nizture 2% Sow they were arrznzed, and put an arrow to show the direction that they were traveling.
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30. Have you ever seen this, or a similar object before. If so give date or dates and location.

31.2

L IERTLEEeE I = -
32,
i
Indicate cny o
L“' = —
Vi,
i
L.;f"}. =~
i #
.."
| |
|
e o
3J. When and te
<z 2
{)1.'1'1'

o with you at the time you saw the object? (Circle One)

vou answered YES, did they see the object too? (Circle One)

S — e e o -

-

] -
INalery Lit
s ,1]

- ] .' b
N ..., L.ﬂ { i‘ = {-'. 5

o S _—r S = —

Yes

Yes

— !- § Ll
Flezsa list their nomes and addresses:

i s i

L one

- e e — — e

o Clerfl] oz Fears
1id you report that you had seen the "u".".-lf*?li:" / ¢z /
/

J
iz ,._w._/
/ Month

(G& 7

Yeaar

SEX _22742-Cc-

faiddle Name

Je

Stote

— — o —— — e © o
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34. Date you completad this questionnairs: LS _f}'ﬁ? "L—/ V.4 Gl 7 _
Day Month Yeor

35. Information which you fesl pertinent end which is not adequately coversd in the spacific points of the
questionnairs or a narrative explanation of your sighting.

l'-"'ll_ o

o AP ' ,,ﬂ/iﬁ /i-{’ f,éfc.‘ {:.Z:';fgd" ? = ‘{ﬂ ‘5;%/ {.ngl/

-

st o é"’" 00& A fg 546.4_’3-* CP2lA L Zy ;

) 1 -~ ) + 7 7/" - ,
J?F AL ':""7‘ f: ,,ﬂ? :.'/7' £ -vcfz:’/ 7 P ALEL. A

ﬁ:'?f"‘ e ?( 5-?1. r:.’/ AT / /{(/ ﬁ,’é_ el /y...rz,,, sl

/
/ | - é? - e G {8 5;/{_,{ //(.'L Lr oL 9)‘ ,.t”-ér.{:‘.'
ot (e L P : :
Ly ” - ] Aol ALt
~f Al 2 o /é £ ""'EF/ _:t:'_é-.f- } /




U.S. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION

This questionnaire has been prepared so that you can give the U.S. Air Force as much
inform=tion as possible concerning the unidentified ocerial phenomenon that you have observad.
lecse try to answer as many questions as you possibly can. The information that you give will
be uzaz for research purposes. Your name will not be used in connection with any statemants,
conciusions, or publications without your permission., We request this parsonal information so
thar i 1+ is deamad nacessary, we may contact you for further details,

- -—— S —————— ® — w4 — e — - - - —————— . e . G - - D — -— C —— —— - - - - - — e - — — e — —— —— et . A . A%
A e ==~ - ——am=—p = —_— . - - - - — e 2= 2 —~ - —— . ———— - S : - = —— - ——a—— — b e e gy -

2. Time of day: Y

Hour Minutes

1. When did you see the object?

(Circle One); AM. or | P.M.

Day Month Year

3. Time Zonre; ;
(Circle One): o. Eastern
b, Central
c. Mountain
d. Pocific
e. Other <

(Circle One): a. Daylight Saving
¢ b. Standard

4. ¥Whare were you when you saw the cbject?

’.

Necrast Postal Address

/ | ' | / y

-/ ~

City or Town

State or County

5. How long ~us object in sight? (Total Duration) o

3. Certain
v. Fairly certain

5.1 How was rime in sight determines?

Hours Minutes

c. Not very sure
d. Just a guess

Secends

5.2 Was shiazt in sicht continuous!y? Yes L No -
6. Whot was *ne z2nz tion of the sky?
DAY NIGHT
c. Sright a. Bright
b, Cloudy ( b, Cloudy

7. IF you saw the cbiect during DAYLIGHT, where was the SUN located as you looked at the object?

(Circle One): . In front of you
b. In back of you
c. To your right

FORM
FTD ocré2 164

d. To your left
e. Overhaod

f. Don't remember

Thin form superrasadeas FTD 164, Jul 61, which is obhaolete,
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8. |IF you saw the object at NIGHT, what did you notice cencerning the STARS and MOON?

8.1 STARS (Circle Ore): 8.2 MOON (Circle One):
a. None a. Bright moonlight
b, A faw . b. Dull moeonlight
c. Meny c. No moonlight — pitch dark
d. Doan't remember d. Don't remember

9., What were rhe weather conditions at the time you saw the object?

CLOUDS Circle One): WEATHER (Circle One):
a, Clear sky a. Dry

b, Hazy b. Fog, mist, or light rain
¢. Scatter=d clouds c. Moderat~ or heavy rain
d. Thick or heavy clouds d. Snow

e. Don't ramember

——— - - — - — T — F—

10. The object appeared: (Circle One):

. Solid d. Az c light
L., Tremsc=rent e. Lon't remembar
¢c. Yapor

11. [f it appez-ad as a light, was it brignter than the brightest stors? (Circle One):

Zrighter c. About the same \
Jimmer d. Don’t know S o /o - ..r"

i
0.

11.1 Combpcre brightnass to some common object:

12. Thea ecges of the chiect were:

Fuzzy or biurred c. Other o
Y

. Like o brignt star
. Sharply outlinad W

— ] f
Wian tremamnar

(Circle Oney;

oy

-
-
e

i 1)

13. Did the c5iect: (Circle One for each question)
a. Appecr t2 stond still at ony time? Yes, No Don't know
b. Sudzenly szesd up ond rush away at any time? Yes: No Don't know
c. Bresk Lo into parts or explade? Yes No Don’t know
d. Give cff smckn® Yes No Don’t know
e, Change brizhtness? Yes No Don't know
f. Chonge shape? Yes No Don't know
g. Flash orebcker? Yes - No Don’t know

h. Disappear and-reappecr? Yes | No Don’t know




UNCLASSIFIED

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
STAFF MAESSAGE BRANGH
INCOMING MESSAGE

AF IN: 13110 (23 Apr 67) S/csh Pg 1 of 5

. ACTION: F::-_',, INFO: YOP-1 XOPX-2 SAFOS— | -
SMB E02 1CZC5VC9 75 ’ ’ (19) ADV GY DIA

PTTy Ja) R1ECAKB1220 113085 0- UUUU-=R UED HQA.

ZNR UYL |

POz30700Z APR 67

Fi 632 RAD AR SQ ROANOKE RAPIDS AFS NC

TORUMFVAZ/ADC ENT AFB CQLO

RUEDFIA/ZYR IGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO

RUSDHOA/ZCSAF WASHINGTONDC

R UEDHA/ O SAF HQ USAF

RIEDARA/330AC FT LEE AFS VA

i’ :

UNCLAS 63200 C 03507 APR 67. FOR TDETR, AFRDC, SAF-01, 330C0O,FID
|AY AFR 80-17 THE FQLLOYJING UFO REP(RT IS SUBMITTED FROM THE 632D
RADAR SQUACRO N, ROANOKE RAPIDS AFS, NC

A. DES®R I PTION OF THE OBJECT 3

(1 SILVER

(2) APPRO X IMATELY 12 FEET IN DIAMETER, OVERALL HEIGHT 15 FEET,

(3) SILVER
f (4) ONE
E (5) WA

— — —
S

FORM

AFHQ e 0-309C UMCLASSIFIED

s - _-—Frr_.
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W o B b B

- e

14, Did the object disappear while you were watching it? |f so, how?
/ . T 1 ! '-";. s 3 " ; ¥ ,.r"'llr ""
| f . # / J 4
. ’ 1 G e . . : : /
15. Did the obi=ct move behind something at any time, particularly a cloud?
(Circle Dne): Yen al. No Don’t Know. IF you answered YES, then tell what
it mevad behind: e o i S
16. Did the obi=ct move in front of something ot any time, particularly a cloud?
(Circla Cne): Yes / No Don't Know. IF you answered YES, then tell what
in frant oty ot : — - i e
17. Tell in ¢ few words the following things about the object:
; Il.l". | }’ .r..- #
G, Sound: S vl Ay e i e e e .
o /, : 0, | Y . /
b. Color - PO 0 2 ¥ 7 A = NS ER ' - . S T TS T A
18, We wish 1o know the angular size. Hold a match stick at arm’s length in line with a known object and note how
much of the object is covered by the head of the match. |f you had performed this experiment ot the time of the
sighting, how much of the object would have been covered by the match head?
! f - / .«‘f e
‘r’! | : . ¥ 'I /. 4 F s
19. Draw a2 piciure *nct will show the shsre of the object or objects, |.abel and include in your sketch any details

of the otjez® t==r you saw such cs wings, protrusions, etc., and especially exhaust trails or vapor trails.

Plece an arrow besice the drawing to show the direction the object was moving.

] 1\
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20. Do you think you can estimate the speed of the object?

(Circle One) l. Yes " No

" l 3 i
IF you ensweres YES, then what speed would you estimate? .

B - = T — v m— — — —

21. Do you th.n: . 2u can estimate how far away from you the object was?

(Ciszle One) [ Yes No

\ ;

IF you answeared YES, then how far cway would you say itwas? /¢ "~ ©

22. Where war= .su located when you saw ths object? 23. Were you (Circle One)
(Circle Ore

a. |In the business section of a city?

0. Inside c Luilding b. In the residential section of o city?
b, In e cer (€. In open countryside?
" ¢. Qutdoors d. Near an airfield?

d. In an cirplone (type) e. Flying over a city?

e. At sec f. Flying over open country?

f. Other . R O I e

‘[ 24, |F you wers MOVING IN AN AUTOMOZ ILE or other vehicle at the time, then complete the following questions:

24.1 Whet = raction were you mevinz? (Circle One)

o, North ¢, East e. South © g. West
b, Northagst d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest
24.2 How ‘25t were you moving? e A miles per hour,
| 24.3 Did vou stop at any time while you were looking at the object?
(Circle One) Yes " No

\

25. Did you chsarve the object through zny cf the following?

a. Evegizcases Yes No e. Binoculors Yes No
b. Sun glcezses Yes No f. Telescope Yes No
c. Windshieir Yes N2 g. Theodolite Yes No
d. Window =ig1s Yes No Moc CHINS Pt g oW ST TN = s Uy |

26. In order ther vou can give as cleor a picture as possible of what you saw, describe in your own words a common

obiect or obi=='s which, when placzed up in the sky, would give the same appearance as the object which you saw.

4 'HF

#
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27. In the following sketch, imagine that you are at the point shown. Place an A" on the curved lins to show how

high the objzct was above the horizon (skyline) whan you first saw it. Place a "'B"' on the sama curved lins to
show how high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you last saw it. Place an *'A’' on the compass

whan you first saw it. Place a “'B" on the compass where you last saw the object.

90 r5e

60°

435°

30°

15°

2 & Ll -;5 0°

} , s
= H}‘

28. Drow o picture that will show the motion that the object or objects made, Place an "'A’’ at the beginning of the

pcth, a "B ot the end of the path, and shuw any changes in direction during the course.

e = mee e—— -
-
.
.
N

29. |IF thare was MORE THAN ONE cbj=ct, then how many wers thare? _

Draw a2 picturs of how they were crrancad, ond put an arrow to show the direction that they were traveling.

-
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30. Have you ever seen this, or a similar object before. If so give date or dates and location.
31, Was anvore clse with you at the time you saw the object? (Circle One) Yes " No
31.1 IF y=u znswered YES, did they see the object too? (Circle One) Yes No !
31.2 Pla=:a list their names and addrasses:
[
|
q
/ one Stote
B SER st rlN
Indicate any additional information z50ut yourself, including any special experience, which might be pertinent.
| |
33. When and to wno~ did you report that you had seen the abject?
.". "rr
Ueo ¥ Month Year
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34. Date you completed this questionnaire: . el Sl o ol Sy .
Doy Month Year
35. Information which you feel pertinant and which is not adequately covered in the specitic points of the
questionnairs or g norrative explanation of your sighting,
A Ao
* j : .
/ £ E
." I-




ANALYSIS TEST REPORT
Analvtical Branch (MAYA)

SUBJECT
Analyz=is of Samples From Paved Road

—

TEST NR TASK HR

Fo= - F E =

f - -n (O] 02 1% :’
SUSMITTED 27 'DATE RECEIVED '

Willizs F. Marley, Jr. - TDET/UFO

1o covermine the presence of a flammable material in a sample removed from

a8 road suriacs,
i FACTUAL DATA
n } W . |

Lk Ee 11':].-[*5‘.'5 l'tlf!lt'}‘u't';!_ﬂ 19 400 &) ';"l ‘-‘IH‘I,"}I‘F wWerc ,“'”]\l Led oI a chemical analvsic.

-

-

m — ."', " 41 . £ ﬁr___""'_'___l_"'_‘ N : ¥ “u = & ®
ithe initiztcr requested the analvsis to determine if a flammable 1 Lqulid could have beern

1
i
¥

LLed 1o ‘g road surface and the liquid ignited. Sample 7-887 was taken fram the

)¢

I."': kB o iy e e ] % = 5 r W 'I.'_: o - — W = - 5 J ’ ve ik M -
LULLILL dl'S&, =110 bnﬂ:i}'ﬁl{} f—'hbu Wais SROml L{.‘E‘.‘Ll a5 a 1'._'11';1'{}]1{':.: 55-’-:‘1“---3*

ﬁ'!

Dol samples we extracted with carbon tetifchloride and an infrared spectm

cotaired. .ne infrared spectru. of the extract was identified as a spectrum o

zSnna--. -n° spectrum of the s=trzot from the burnt area was aqualitativelv identical
4 - ™ - A e ke ——

i_l'
|;.-‘|

0 the extrzot of the refercnizcs s=mn

CONCLUSICNS

r. L™ L]
o . - = i e : =S e P e N i . N e - 1 — 1
11i€ -85 were zraivzed by infrared methods., The extract from the

N _-.-.. —_—-—."‘-.i..—...d!—l-—.-h—-_—__ S —
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DEARBORN OBSERVATORY

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201

10 May 1967

D (TDRETR)

Research and Aeris] Pnenomenon Division
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

Ohio 45433

Attn: Major Hectcr Quintanilla

Dear Major Quintaniila;

Enclosed is the rcoort on my investigation of the sighting

oy P,. South Hill, Virginia, 21 April 1967,
together with newspaper accounts of the incident.

Yours truly,

. g;','.[?{,_,; ,L,j /gj

Willian 7. Powers

n =
‘; .
I

f=1 =»
-

o
"

LLERAT




SIGHTING OF 21 APRIL, 1967
SOUTH HILL, VIRGINIA
by C. N. Crowder

Investigated by

On Saturday, April 22, 1967, nationwide coverage was given by the
rezs to reports of a sighting of a lerge UFO seen taking off from a road

i

in South Hill, Virginia, The investigator arrived on the scene at about
Q:00 a.m., April 23rd, 195?. He was met by Sgt., S. H. Raines of the
Virzinia State Police, who provided transporcvation and valuable assistance

: ’ ; 1
and zdvice during the entire investigation. LU. Hedricks of State Police
Headcuarters in Appomatox, Virginia, had authorized fTull cooperation and

IS ) & ) P

had =lso conducted his own investigation, the results of winich he made
available, Cooperation from the Virginia Stave Police could nct have been
given nmore freely, and was of great help.

The principal witness wes OEKEGTIINGGER—EE

(703, 447-4177) mansger of & fertilizer warchouse Jjust on the northeast

corporate limits of Scuth Hill, m, is married

ani has children; during the investigation many people including all the
police indicated 'I;hﬁ,:.m excellent standing in the community, is

a._\i’,_.,',.

responsiole citizen, znd would by no means be involved in a hoax or

falsehcod: "If anyone but “& made the report,” the comments
ran, <L wouldn't have believed him, but M it happened,

(o

i"ﬁ

“ae second witness, who saw a portion of the event, is Hr“;‘.ﬂ

wao owns extensive tobacco lands just south of and bordering on

tne rcas on which the incident took place., He was not as well known as

Mr, Crcucaer, but seemed perfectly honest, even Lo the extent ol sticking




no

by his story when at one voint a serious discrepancy (1uter resolved)

develcpead,

gives the following plceture of the events of

—wad been working late on his books at the warehouse, and
lelv 26 about 9:00 ., EST, At thic time the sky was entirely dark,
Crovizr drove north out of the warchouse parkimg lot, along a dirl road
perzz:-s 1/8 mile long, 2ni turned west onto County Route 7h7. The road
dead-ands at two residerncas just east of thls point.

By reconstruction, the events that lollowed were timed, Three
seconds after turning onto route ',fh'f,- aw in his headlights, about
500 T=2et ahead of him in thz center of the road, a large object. Two

i
eg3 ware visible, each ezbout 6 inches in diameler and angled out somewhat,

suppeorting a cylindrical odject with a flat bottom and a dome-shaped top.
v P 2

CJ

The vertical anpgular suostense of this object was about one inch at arm's

lenssa (30 inches), sc tasz vertical size projlected to the apparent location

would 2 about 17 fest, estimated the object to be 16 to 18 feet

e Fa g e
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in verilical dimensions, not counting the legs which raised the cb
tores T227 off the grournd., The lateral dimension he estimated to be about
i Téaes In color thz objizct resembled a dark aluminum, similar to e larg
trogen Jertilizer tanx near the varshouse,

Z:o order to get = better look, ofigfiirove closer, to within about

i
-

250 fecew cf the object, which took about 9 seconds, and then switched on

nis brignt headlights, After a delay of 4 or 5 seconds, there appeared
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suddenly a brilliant white column of fire-like white-hot molten steel,
directly under the object, the column being about 18 inches in diameter.
The downward jet could be seen splashing off the pavement. At the same
instens, the object appeared to rise, and was out of sight in "just a snap
of the fingers." At no time did Crowder hear any sound; the car window
wes oz2n next to him,

‘id not actually see the object in flight; he says only

that he could see "something going up."” The white-hot flame did not travel

vpward. but disapoeared an instant after it appeared, leaving the road

burnins with orange flemes, When the "tremendous burst of white-hot ges
or flame"appeared, -5 reaction was to stop his car. At this point
hz saw the lights of another car coming toward him from the west, and turn
nvo llorman Martin's road, to the south,
@™ e arove pest the smoldering patch on the road, which
was still flickering in a few places the slze of a hand; this was about
15 seconds after the initial burst of white fire, Apparently the flames
on the ourning road began to subside as soon as the flash was over, Crowder
proceaied directly to the police station (state police) in South Hill,
ers Crawford and Murphy, and a newspaperman from town

o7
to search it, 61‘11& patch of burned tar was still gccel2did/i—

70 IVRAHY

warm to wa2 touch when thay :.*eturne:l} The troopers first found three
burn2d mz-cnzs in the canter of the burned spot (enclosed in brown envelope).
The matcies were of the paper book-type, and were completelyconsumed; . they

did not zivs Uhe appearance of having been burned while held, but rather




appeared uniformly carbonized from end to end,

A thorough search was then conducted on the road around the burned
aresz, th2 shoulders of the road, and the wheat fields on elither side ol the
raai [in which the wheat was green and was perhaps 10 inches tall). Nothing
as a.L unusual was fourd, The secarch was conducted with the aid of two cars'
heailiznts end with hand-held six-cell flashlights.

The following morning, another inspection of the scene revealed four
small noles (see enclosed diagram) spaced at the corners of a square ep-
prorisately 11.5 feet cn a side, centered on the burned area., Each hole
was zooubt 1/2 inch in dizmeter, Two of the holes (W& and SE) had straight
oylindrical sides and blunt bottoms, and were sbout 3/4 inch deep. The
‘ther two were less well defined and were shallower, about 3/8 inches deep.

Eatn sroopers who had conducted the search the vrevious night are positive
i - X

thes vhe holes were not there during the first search, The holes, however,
W“W
wars small, eand & test z=ads at night using car headlights alone showed that
they would not be visitols under low-angle illumination, appearing as just
anotner shadow among menv. The troopers, however, insisted that they could
not nave overlooked thz noles if they had been there on Friday night,

On Saturday morningz, Crowder went to see Martin, to find ocut if Mariin

nai s=2n envihing the previous night. Crowder said that he was careful notv

to zir= a2z rshing eway soout what he had seen himself, Martin's story:

‘H:..L;}* nad been visiting a sick relative in the hospital
in town, end left there about 8:30. They arrived hurzkw
o ¢ Lo Lhe house, and Mo,

”‘ 53ed outside the house, in a position where he was looking north

housa at acout 8:45 to 9:00 p.m. Mr




over his whealt field toward the road. He saw a car's headlights coming
fron S, > chouse, and while the body of the car was hidden by the
wheas, ohe glow of the headlights was visible travelling along route 747
te thie west, As the car travelled west, the large trec almost directly north
r.-i’uddenly was illuminated by a brilliant white light, which also
1i% up a large pine tree some seventy-five feet north of the road and from
’iew_pcrint just to the left of the large tree at the roadside.
Tha llumination was excesdingly bright, and appeared to rise, travelling
raricaly uwp the tree. It then went oul.«ffllP vos puzzled by this phenomenon,
but when nothing further happened he went into the house. He did nd know at
that time th&t-lﬂti seen the light, nor did Crowder know that Martin
nad seen it.

This testimony seemad to be in conflict witl‘- story, for
Crowder had said he sav car-headlights turning into the Martin driveway

ust after the brilliant flash of light; Q# could not possible have

ol

2
(.

the same event. However neither man would change his story in the

03]

sligasest when confronted with this discrepancy. MislRaP finally
sug-e2sted that the headilignts might have turned into & house just west
of taz entrance to his farm, so that | *#eht have mistaken that

f
lozz4i.n (only about Z00 fezet farther west) for thejime.xozd. That
Turmel Ut To be the casz, Mr. glT lived in The house in questlon,
gpald Z:z: 2% ebout ninez p.m, his wife, who was in the northwest bedroom
(frg: whioeh the scens of the sighting was not visible) saw lights as from

a car's h2adlights turning into their driveway. However, nobody knocked

- - o -,

[

on the coor and she assumed that someone had merely turned around in the
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driveway. If that were the case, then the discrepancy 1is cleared up., Tae
occupants of that ecar may well have seen the phenomenon anda turned away; if

they wsare negroes, which is quite likely consldering that the white occupants

"
i1
i

area are all azcounted for, then they would have reason to refuse
o zopzoach bright lights flashing on & lonely road; this region is a sort
of s=iritual headquarters for the Ku Klux Klan, and there are frequent
gatuerings for the entertﬁining purpose of "listening to some nigger-talk"
from one guest speaker oxr another,

AN ;. ccouelly see the object .-.rhic"- reporced;
ne sz2w only the unusually intense illumination of the trees, Since he
saw Crowder's car going acwn the road at the same time, it is not possible
et the illumination came from the car's headlighis; not only would
head_ights be too dim, Dut they could not have illuminated the pine tree

set w2ll back from the rozd, Finally, as The car approached the trees,

ot

ne illumination shoull have appeared to progress downward instead of upward,

TESTS

Two tests wer2 performed by the investigator with the aid of

ne5, The fir:zs involved making a crude impact tester (see dlagram)

for =a: rupose of szsing now easily & 1/2-inch hole could be made in the
[ 4
roadi curTzce {(tarred grevel).
The impact tester consisted of a weight mounted on the end of

a boari, tn2 other end of which was hinged to a smaller double thickness
of bezrd on which a person could stand to hold the apparatus steady. Just

yeyond the weight a l/E-inch bolt was fastened through the board, protruding




downwavrd about 3/4 inch. A metal plate was used to distribute the
impact. By allowing the weighted end of the board to fall from the
verticle onto the pavement, the bolt could be driven into the surface
with & reproducible and known impact,

The weight resting on the bolt with the board horizontal was
L7.5 pounds, and the difference in height through which the weight fell

was -0 inches. Our tests were made near the four existing holes, with

enut.ss of penetration as follows:

Test No. Penetration, in units of 1/32 inch
1 13 (near NE hole)
2 13.5 (near SE hole)
3 15 (near SW hole)
L 13 (near IW hole)
Average = 13.6/32 inch

If it is assumed that the deceleration after impact was uniform,
ther the average force £ required to stop a weight W (that has been

=_2rated by gravity downward through a distance h) acting over the

i

pensiration depth d, is simply
f = Wh/d.
~a2s penetratica will depend on the square of the veloeity, so the
w2igz 7 2n obJject resguired to produce a given penetration will depend on
the szuczred ratio of its impact velocity V to the impact velocity Vo in the
test situation; V. was 12,62 feet per second, by calculation. W_ indicates
the tecot welght, and W the weight associated with velocity V:

W= UW7,5 (V/12.6)% per "leg", for 13/32" penctration.




Examination of the results of the impact test showed significant
differances betweeﬁ the impact holes and the northeast original hole, which
was thz most clearly delineated., The impact holes had sharp edges, and
sten2: on the edges and in the walls of .the holes had been sheared througn:
ther= ware no signs of sheared-through rocks in the northeast original hole,
Arcund the northeast original hole was a rim of tar which had apparently
ooz=i up as the hole was made; the impact holes, on the other hand, showed

shary edges with no signs of flow of the tar, The impact holes were full

I

of waite powder from shattered rock; none vas seéen in the original holes,

}

although 36 hours had passed before arrival of the investigator, and
for=ign matter had been tolown or pushed into the holes.

The indicetions apparently are that the original holes were made
et ccnsiderably lower valocity than the impact holes, which means in turn
that the weight involvzd hzad to be lerger than 8l pounds per leg (cnrrecting
for Zepth of originzl nolss). In fact, if the veloclty is pguessed at as
ecual to 1/2, 1/4% and 1/10 that of the impact test, then the weight over
ke roriheast mark must be approximately 84, 335, 1340 and 8400 pounds.
«ro veloeity the =scustion breaks down, and because of the flow character-
istin: of tar the higner weights (going with the lower velocities) should
be so——azt2d downwarid, I leave a more exact analysis to those better

i with herdness tests. Nevertheless the inailcations are that e
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ther seavy weizht s=titled slowly onto the objects which made the marks,

il
:-l‘
E

rather wazn a light weight (such as the end of & pickexe) making a high-
velocity impact with the road.

Tae second test involved attempts to reproduce the burn-mark on the
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road, The first test, using kerosene, failed because the kerosene could
not be 1lit with a match. A piece of burning paper finally started a fire,
after perhaps twenty seconds of burning, and then the fire progressed in a
narrov strip across the wetted pateh of road, downwind, untlil it reeached
the other edge, where it went out. Total burning time ﬁaa on the order of
ten minutes,

A quart of gasuliﬁe was then spread over an area similar to the
orizinal, and set afire with a match. The first attempl to light it by

drosoning a burning masch into the center faliled, because there was not

enouzn oxygen despite tne brisk wind; the match was put out by the gasoline,
The second match was espplied at the edge of the wetted area, which then
burss instantly into fleme, The flame burned at essentially a constant
»2te for about fifty ssconds, and died out at sixty-eight seconds of
elepsad time., A heavy black smoke was created, which formsd a black
sexicircular area about a foot in extent on the pavement downwind from the
buraing patch; a similar, but much lighter and barely visible, area was

¢ seen NIE of the original patch, the downwind direction for the night

o)

to
g

of The sighting,

Tahe effect of the gasoline fire on the road was far greater than

wnat =as criginal burn showed (although comparison was somewhat difficult
duz uc T2 lapse of tizme and fallure to keep traffic off the evidence).
Taz zzac.line fire melted a great amount of tar, which formed into pools,
No pocols at all are evident in the original, The flow of tar in the
gesolire test resulted in disappearance of many stones under a coating

of tar; =11 the stones in the original patch remained visible and were
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free of soot at least at the time of the comparison. The stones in the
originel pateh each had & slightly raised rim of bright tar around the

edges, a5 1T molten tar had been blown up around the stones; the stones

-
——— Bl e =

asoline test, if they remained visible above the tar, showed no

L‘l

suzh raised-rim effects, The test area was burned the most in the upwind
dirsction, the pooling ax tar being greatest there; the original patch
was ossentially uniform over all its areca,
There were, in cther words, noticeable differences between the
rizinal patch and the results of the burn-test. It is possible to
intespret the original pateh as being the result of a high-temperature
blazt directed downward, playing over the surface of the road for a short
tims, The raised rims of tar around the stones suggest that the tar became
actter than the stoness, owing perhaos to its black color and the generally
lighs color of the stecnes, In the gasoline test the stones quickly
ecauired & coating of scot and were black as or blacker than the tar
befors the fire went cus. The fire survived only a few seconds after
exnhaussion of the gascline; the rapid dying oult of the flames noted by
Crovwdar could mean trh2t a much smaller quantity of flammeable fluid was
1sed {412 2 hoax was involved) or else that the tar was ignited strictly

by & Tiss in its temprerzlurs, no foreign substances being involved,
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Samples

Samples were taken from three areas (identified by slips of paper

| inside the packing in the three plastic containers). Material was taken

from the center of the burned patch, from the center of an area which a
wrcoper had blackened by applying a lighted flare tu'it, or fuse, and
from an area well avay from any affected part of the road. The samples were

% seraped up with the end of a tire-iron, which was painted black.

E An attempt was then made to get casts of the three holes which were

r

I not as well-defined a3z the northeast hole., ©S5gt. Raines poured plaster

! of Paris into these holies with paper clips arranged to permit pulling out

E the plugs, It was anticipated that some difficulty might be encountered,

so the best hole was left untouched, The southeast hole gave the nmost

Gifficulty due to its dspth; finally the road had to be chipped carefully

aw~ey from the cast, not, however, without damaging the cast, All re-

coverable pieces arée enclosed, Material which adhered to the casts was

1=7¢ on them. The cther two casts were pulled out directly with only

| minor damage, These casts are wrapped in cotton in the emply cotton-box,

which also contains the envelope with the matches in it. In retrospect,

hi--'-

0

£ gourse, one can think of several more intelligent ways Lo cobtain impres-

2 of the holes wizthout damaging them, such as using modelling clay or

e W TWRlN
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Conzlusions

This is a peculiar case, primarily because of the apparently excellent

~2.42bility (in the sense of truthfulness) of the principal witness., If

-~- takes the description of events as given by the wilness at face value,
+r27 the physical evidence follows logleally from the position, appearance,
=~ pehavlior of the object. ‘The object had legs; marks were left on the
zr-und, The object was large; the marks could have been made by & heavy
co2ct settling slowly onto the pavement, The object departed with a blast
o very high-temperziure flawme that splashed off the r roadway; the tar was
iznited by the flames died immediately away; the appearance of the burned
asr2a indicates a blast of heat,

On the other nzni, if one considered only the physical evidence so
for availlable and so far analyzed, he would be bound to conclude tThat a hoax
w=5 highly probabls, The presence of matches suggests that gasoline (but

miza less than a quart) was used to ignite & patch on the road; a clever

ari smergetic enough person could have made the holes in the pavement,

3

~> “act that the holzs were not discovered until the next day stroagly

suzz=sts that they wsre put there after the sighting but before the inspec-

(8 |
L

‘orn wne folloiing czv., The irregular but sharp outlines of the burn and
e —————

e uniformity of tn2 burn argue against the idea that a downward J v played

(R at lezst in one fixed position: the absence of any outward-
_"_-___—_‘.-—Ill_"-_—-—'l- — = e ———— =

dir=-=-21 blast-marks gives similar cause for doubt

although if the heav

warz eoolied directly as heat radiation there would be no blast warks

o et P S ; A

In other words, the appearance of the physical traces can be used to argue
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against the factuality of the story told by Crowder, Against that, we
mist weigh the fact that «aseiiP- -3 is considered unguestionable by
everyona who knows him. Sgt. Raines, for example, has known Crowder for
esvzn years and has the same high opinion of hin,

At this writing, therefore, in the absence of any additional clues
or the results of chem%cal analysis, the only conclusion that can be
¢awn is that the witness probably did see something out of the ordinary,
ot that we cannot rule out the possibility that a hoax was perpetrated

by some person or pa2rscns other than the principal witness. A possible

hoax is involved, but evidence for it is not clear,
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THE SOJTH HILL CASE

New evidence and insight into the UFO case that cccurred on
April 21, 1967, at South Hill, Va,, was obtained during a twa-day
trip to thab city on December 16~l? and from follow-up investigations.

4 Zdozen of the principals in the case, including Clifford Crauder

who reported the sighting, were interviewed. The interviews were
recorcded on tape.

This report has been prepared, without charge, for use by the
~ir Force Project Blue Book and by'thﬂ'Univeruity of Colorado UFO

Szudy Group., No other use or release is intended by the zuthor,
v ~hout specific written permission,

. ——— E—

Even these tws agencies are cautioned against public use or
c*ﬂn publication of the few paragraphs marked with a triple asterisk
'nﬁ) which contain candid quotations from the interviews or author

conclusions,

It is assumed that the reader is familiar with the general
datails of the South Hill case and has read the official case
report preapared by William T. Powers of Northwestern University
for the hir Force, dated May 10, 1967,

This case seecns to this author to be an especially interest-
ing one for severazl reasons:

L] ‘D

1. It demonstrates that physical evidence which may upon
superficial examination seem to provide evidence of
extra~terresir! al visitations can actually demonstrate
guite a different conclusion.

2, It shoux

cis how failure to report the full details of a
UFO case can nislead the fwnvrnl public into a false
conclusion and add to the illusion that the Earth has
entartained extra-terrestrial visitors,

=3 that mature adults with gocd reputations
Lty are not nece*"aflly'bcyoni atbenpting a (3=6%)
report, if only as a psychological experiment,

Ay e el T

HRITip J, X2 P
560 N Street 51
Y/ashi HH‘ on D;G » 2002}_‘
Jamary 9, 1968 \
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The LEvidence

The credibility of Clifford Crawford's story that he saw a large,
tark-shaped object sitting on four legs on East Farrell St. shortly before
9 ».m. On the evening of April 21, 1967, and that the object suddenly

- T
el

diszppeared with a blinding flash that left the agsphalt-macadam road afire,
rasts on the following:

1. The burned spot on the road. According to some accounts, the rocks
in the area wers still warm to the touch when Crowder and the local
police returnzd to the area a few minutes later.

>, Four tiny holes, or "padprints," measuring approximately s inch in
diameter by % inch deep, which were found at the site the following
morning but not on the evening of the incident.

7, The statement by Norman Martin, who lives 600 feet south of East
Farrell St., that he saw bright illumination on trees near the burned

spot for a brief interval at approximately the time that Crowder says
the incident occurred.

l,, Mr. Crowder's longz-standing reputation in the community.

The Burned_§put

Crowder's story is that the brief but intense burst of fire emitted
b+ the object when it took-off, or disappeared, set fire to the asphalt-
menadam road. On zt least fourteen occasions during two recorded inter-
+i2ws, Crowder referred to flame and fire on the road. For added confirma-
~ion, upon returnins to Washington, I wrote him to ask if the road was
merely smoking or if he saw actual flame; if so, how high were the flames
zn% approximately how long they lasted.

2
d

Crowder replizZ: "The road was flaming after the flash of light. At

#ir2% the flame wzs zbout 3 ft. highs When I passed the flame was going
ous; I would guess 2-5 inches hign. When I first saw the flash I stopped
rv car a2t once.,..I would guess the time as 60 seconds or more from the time
T =:zw the flash bs’cres I passed the burning pavement.'

+~»s have assumed that the asphalt was set afire.
T11 40T SUPPORT CQGHBUSTION, according to Blake Cornthwaite,
. The Asphalt Institute in Washington D.C. Asphalt
can szie to burs if its temperature is raised to Lj0C0-500F, but when
ive L-=3rnal source of heat is removed, THE ASPHALT WILL NOT CONTINUE TO
BURY, "It cooks over and puts itself out," according to Cornthwaite.

T+ is true that fast-curing types of asphalt, which are dissolved in
swtna, might briefly support combustion for several days after being laid.

— B E = ‘? an
£l

But within a week, 90% of the naptha will have evaporated. And the road

w W ™ oL il

n Taa% Farrell St. was not freshly laid, even if fast-curing asphalt were
usaa.
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16,000 rz1-280/40, 20,000 FEET-270/50, 50,000 FEET 280740

50,000 FEZT-300/50, 80,000 FEET-270/5
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(3) 10,000 FEET EROKEN
(k) 10 MILEZS
(5) 6710

(&) NONE

J» NUNE
Ko LT COL ODUANE J KRELL, COCMMANDER 632 RADAR SQUADRON, THE
OB JECT LEFT FOR SMALL HXLES INTHE STREET APPROXIMATELY 9 172
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FEET APAR T FORMING A SQUARE, HILES WERE APPROXIMATLY 3/4 OF
AN INCH IN DIAMETER AKD ONE INCH DEEP IN THE PAVEMENT,

08 JECT LEN
FEET WIDE Cn T TAR AND GRAVER STREET, OBSERVER OSAID

SIRNT SPOT APROXIMATLY & FEET LONG AN 2 1/2

ah !

THE SPOT CONLTINUED TO BIEN F(R A COYUPLE OF MINUTES AFTER THE

L

0B JECT LEFT THE GROUND. TwO SOUTH HILL PCL ICEMEN WERE CONT-

AFHQ e 0-309C UNCLASSIFIED
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THIS MBANS THAT THE BURNED SPOT ON THE ROAD WAS PRODUCED BY SQMYE
TYPE OF FLAMMABLE LIQUID OR MATERIAL. This, conceivably, could have
been deposited by the "“object", by Crowder himself, or by others.

I1f the flammable material was deposited by the "object," then it
wzs ignited by the"object" in the process of take-off. If deposited
v+ Crowder or others, it would have had to be ignited by more conventional

e allS

The Charred Matches

Some time after Crowder brought the local police to the site, he
drove home to tell his family of the incident. While Crowder was absent,
police officer B.O, Murphy discovered three completely charred paper matches
within the burned spot on the road, "approximately 6 inches inside the
nor~theast side," according to Murphy's written report. OState Trooper
games A. Crawford, who also was present at the time, found a fourth paper
rmatch in the burned area, also completely charred. Murphy said the three

e
LA
ma
-

mztches he found were so close together "they could have been covered with
& half dollar," according to his reporte

THE FACT THAT ALL FOUR MATCHES WERE COMPLETELY CHARRED INDICATES
THEAT THEY WERE ON THE ROAD AT THE TIME OF THE FIRE.

The discovery of these charred matches produced an interesting reaction,
but not a surprising one, among those present. (Recall that Crowder was

a* home at the time,)

Trooper Crawford decided not to bother to report the incident (Crowder' s
U= report) to his immediate superior, Sgt. 5.H. Raines, head of the local
Tice, "because I didn't think there was anything to it. That's my opinion
+sr we found the masnches," Crawford told me.,

-
£

» Crawford if any of the other officers present also
were suspicious. ¥z replied: "I think everyone was...after we found the

—

I asked Troops

-—-:-'L -..‘_..I.il-.-q I.
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The law enforcan=nt officers were not the only ones whose suspicions
ers arouse Rotars L. Harris, part-time reporter/photographer for the

1 |
e e —— e s -

Ri~m~-nd News-Leadsr, who was present when Murphy and Crawford found the

E
S s # b

m:o..25, respond=c in vhis way when I asked whether the matches had aroused
-<5n3 of a hoax: "In my mind it did, because I hesitated until 2 a.m.
= 7 mailed my f£ilm into the newspaper. I just went and put my camera
and said (hers Harris hesitated) well, you know, Crowder is a highly
-nt=-of, upstanding man., I think he's a man of integrity, personally.
vrovwn him...I lived in his home in an apartment when my wife and 1 were
- married...l'm sure you've found Crowder is well thought of. But, I said,
nere's the matches, you know, I said, well, I've wasted my film. I

sven think I'1l send it to the newspaper,"
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Then events took a strange twist. Harris discussed his suspicions
with Harry Nanny, publisher of The South Hill Enterprise, a weekly news-
paper, who also had come to the scene. "We began to talk," Harris said,
"and between the two of us we decided that, ah, Crowder had seen us take
these pictures and would expect to see something in the paper, you know.
tnd we knew that he had seen something =-- we didn't know what it was --

and 80 we decided to go ahead. So, at 2 aum., I put my film on the bus
o Richmond." The incident appeared in a feature story in the Richmond
irgs Leader and was quickly picked up by the wire services and given
sational coverage.

The one person interviewed who attempted to minimize the significance
>f the charred matches was Crowder himself, Late in the interview, he
casually mentioned the matches: "Now another thing they did find, I think,
in that same spot, they found some matches, either one match or two matches,
the charred remains. Bub you see there were so many people there smoking
cigarettes that night...that was when the State Police got into it, you see,
that is when they found, they claimed, these matches -- it was either two
or three burned matich sticks, these paper matches around the site."

"But to me that didn't mean a thing on God's earth, you know, so far
as somebody starting a fire was concerned. As many people as there wvere
around there smokinz cigarettes and dropping matches, don't you see.”

Later, I asked officer Murphy (who found the three matches) whether
they could have baen dropped by visitors at the scene after lighting cigar-
ettes. He replied positively: "No, no...no. They had to have been there
(vefore). It would have been impossible for someone to have 1lit a cigar-
z+te and the matcacs to have been burned like that." Harris agreed:

Tynen we picked tocn up they just crumbled to ashes.”

It is simply impossible that the charred matches or partially burned
matches just happsnsd to be clustered together on the precise spot that
the UFD chose to land, and that they could have remained so clustered
fespite the landinz and take-of f (or explosion) of such an object.

It seems an i“tarEEting coincidence that Crowder himself smokes
and ne uses book ! EEEET) matches to light his cigarettes.

The Four “Padprinbg“

fL.though the officers did discover the small, charred matches on the
sar: -urned asphali-macadam road on the night of April 21, they did not
cgiscover even one of the four holes within six feet of thc burned spot.
1nis raises the QJFSthH of whether these "padprints" were indeed there

¢nn the night of April 21, or whether they were created in the pre-~dawn
hours of April 22.

.7 only one of the four holes had been discovered that night, it is
prozaole that all four would have been found, so there were four “opportun-
iti=3" for discovery. Trooper Crawford told me that he and Murphy made a
carsful search, bending down low over the road, using a 6-cell flashlight.
Crawford finds it hard to believe that the holes could have been overlooked,
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Sgt. Raines, who heads the local Virginia State Police office,

acknowledges that Trooper Crawford "js a right thorough fellow, and
ordinarily I'd say that when he says the holes weren't there, they weren't
there." But Raines, who is a member of the same church as Crowder, says

he is sure that the holes were {58 there that night.

He explains that the reason they were not found is that Crowder had
deseribed the UFO's legs as being 5-6 inches in diameter and so the officers
naturally were looking for large indentations on the road, not tiny holes.
Raines adds that the next morning when he was told of the four holes and
went to the site, he still had trouble finding them in broad daylight.

But trooper Crawford says that when he heard aboub the holes the

next day and returned to the site at night to see if he could spot them
in the darkness, he said he did find them "without being shown where they

were."

1f the holes were there on Friday night, it would neither confirm nor
But if the holes were NOT there KFriday

deny the possibility of a hoax.
night, then the case is clearly a hoax, for this would mean that they
were added Sometime after midnight (when the officers left for the night)

and the following morning.

If the "padprints" were added in the pre-dawn hours of April 22,

it seems safe to conclude that this was done to provide additional evi-

dence to support the original story and to counteract suspicions raised

by the discovery of the charred matches. As of midnight, only a handful
Clifford Crowder

of people knew of the discovery of the charred matches.
was one of this handful,

So far as is known, Crowder was the first man to return to the area

the next morning, at approximately 7 a.m., while on his way to work.
21though Crowder took time to stop and talk with Norman Martin about events
of the previous night, Crowder insists that he did not stop at the site
1+:01f for even = brief inspection. It is surprising that Crowder would
Toh, Show more ci—iosity, especially since he was so early for WOrk on

z2nd is the manager of the fertilizer warehouse.

b B

a Saturday morning

But as a result,Crowder was not the first to discover the four small
“~la3. Certairly he would have found them if he had stopped to inspect
Mo= iz it known who was the first to discover the holes. None

che site,
-~ +na2 dozen perscn3 interviewed claimed this honor, nor did they know
ro had first spotied them.

Szt, Raines said he was sitting in Crowder's office, only 1,000 ft.
swz7 from the site, when he received word about the four holes. Raines
szvs he premptly left to visit the site and see the holes. But again,
Crowder showed a surprising lack of curiosity about this important new
ciozovery. He told me that it was not until an hour or two later, when

ove hceme for lunch, that he stopped to see the newly discovered holes,

!'"E .
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During the first interview with Crowder, he spoke of "ashes" that
had been found on the burned spot that night. (Apparently this was a
reference to residue from "fusee" flares which the officers had used in
an experiment to try to ignjge the macadam road.) When asked if the
azhes had been analyzed, Crowder explained that they had been washed away
bacause it "poured down rain that night after this happened...came a good
h=rd shower of rain sometime during the night."

If it had ind=ed rained between midnight and daylight the following
z27, and if the four holes had been there the night before, there should

havz been some rainwater in the holes when they were discovered Saturday
morning.

] asked Sgt. Raines if he had found anything in the holes when he
=rrived at the site around 10-11 a.me. He replied: "There was nothing
in them." Any water? "No sir," he responded. When I explained that
Growder had said that it rained that night, Raines responded heatedly:
"21iff's not sure about that, is he? That's an opinion. There wasn't

zry rain. There wasn't any rain.,” :

Had it rained? ZRobert Harris, who said he remained at the site
until shortly after midnight and who put his film on the 2 a.m. bus for
R:ichmond, did not remember any rain. Nor did others, except for George
Utley of radio station WJWS. Utley had worked until around 1 a.m., he
rscalled, and he remerbered a little rain at the time he left for home,
Everyone seemed to recall that Saturday morning had been bright and sunnye

Upon returning to Washington, I checked the Weather Burcau, They
t22d me that their s*ztion at Raleigh, N.C., approximately 60 miles to
+=2 south of South Hill, had reported traces of precipitation from 3=5 a.m.
“-1lowed by several hundredths of an inch starting around 5 a.n. Richmond,
so2t 70 miles to tne north, had reported a trace of rain at 3-4 a.m.,
~1lowed by severzl hundredths of an inch stacting at L a.m.

=
v
L

2t Crowder was awake in the very early morning hours
w25 the only one to recall the "hard shower.,™

This suggests t
of April 22 since he

Norman Martin's Rolse

vr. & Mrs, Norman Martin, who live approximately 600 ft. south of

Tzst Tarrell St., were visiting Mr, Martin's mother in the local hospital
om =h=2 svening of April 21. Mr. Martin says they over-stayed the normal
3 - o wisitinz hours by perhaps 10 minutes, which would mean they
¢erarmz: the hospital room at about 8:LO p.m.

21lowing 5 minutes for the Martins to walk to their car, and another
6 mimites to drive home, they should have arrived at their driveway and
turnzd south from East Farrell St. at approximately 8:50 p.m.

Working backward for Crowder, he arrived at the local police station
a few moments after 9 pem. Allowing 5 minutes for him to drive to the
station from the site, and a minute or two for the time he says he waited
for tha flames to die down, this would place the time of the incident at
somewhere between 8:50 and 8:55 pum.
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Thus the Martins were arriving home from the hospital at roughly
the same time as the incident would have occurred, according to Crowder's

account,

And Crowder says he saw the headlights of a car heading east just
afior the intense flash aof light set fire to the road and that the car
t-—rad south, seemingly into the Marlin drivewaye. (See Powers report, pe. Ge)

I THIS CAR WAS INDEED THE MARTINS, WHY DID THEY NOT SEE THE FLAMES
C¥ THE ROAD? THEIR CAR WOULD HAVE BEEN ONLY LOO FEET AWAY AT THE TiME.

-

AND WHY DIDN'T THE MARTINS SEE THE HEADLIGHTS OF CROWDER'S CAR?

To resolve this hard-to-answer question and to explain the apparent
conflict of Mr. Martin's statement that he saw an intense flash of light

onn the trees near the site while standing in his backyard, Powers and
cthers have concludasd that the car that Crowder saw was NOT the Martins.

Instead, the "rys tnry car" that Crowder saw is assumed to have turned
s>uth into the drlve of the C.A. King residence, approximately 200 feet
w25t of the Martin driveway. It is reasoned that Crowder could easily
hzve erred in thinking the car turned into the Martin drive when in fact
the "mystery car™ merely turned around in the King drive and headed back

toward South Hill.

Powers wrote in his report: "That turned out to be the case. Mr. King,
who lived in the house in questlion, said that at about nine pen. his wife,
woo was in the norihwest bedroom (from which the scene of the sighting was
not visible) saw lichts as from a car's headlights turning into their drive-

. However, nobodr Xnocked on the door and she assumed that someone had
mere y turned arounc in the driveway. If that were the case, then the

repancy is cleared up,"

There are sevesrzl flaws in this hypothesis. If a "mystery car" had
rerely turned into ih2 U-shaped drive west of the King house to turn

erzuind, Crowder should have seen the headlights or tail-lights emerge
in 2 matter of seconis and would then not have mistaken the car for the
Vowmedra

Martl ermore, thzre are no windows on the west side of the main house
{fr==- portion), so that anyone in the northwest portion could not have
gea- ~n2 lights frenm 2 car epproaching from the west, unless they were
10c=_-z out the iront Window.

nally, in an interview with Mrs. C.A. King, she flltly denies
22% 2 car could have turned around in the yard that evening' liere

are h:r own words:

 daughter was in the front part of the house (facing East Farrell
t.ﬂ-;_anlng and I was in the kitchen (back) and she said, 'Momma, I thought
I saw iights flash and I thought a car is in the back...l'm gsure it was a
car pulled in.' But it wasn't, because we went out into the back and

there wasn't anyone there.
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Thinking perhaps that I had misunderstood, I asked: "So do you think
it was a car that turned in?"

Mrs. King replied emphatically: "No, no, it wasn't a car, because we
went out and looked and there wasn't a car anywhere because it wouldn't
have had time to get out of sight...This is exactly the same thing I told
this other man (?) who came by and wanted an intecview." (The Klng house
=sits on a slight rise and this gives a clear view of traffic heading to/
from South Hill,)

Before departing, I again asked: "You are quite sure then that there
3 no car that pulled into your driveway?" Mrs. King responded: "lo,
because my daughter and I both went out onto the back parch and she went

Illustrating the power of suggestion and the impact of this incident
¢ some of the local residents, Mrs. King said that just before her
czughter came in from the front of the house to report seeing a light,
Yirs, King herself had seen "a light flashing in the back window." (This

:,ld be from the south, from the direction of Martin's house.) Mrs. King
ad that at the same 1cment "1 heard something sound exactly like a
2ny baby, like an infant crying. Now my daughter had two children but
12y were both fast asleep." (Note: This is believed to be the first
ort of a UFO that made sounds like a crying babyl)
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Despite this evidence that there was in fact no "mystery car," and

trz% the car that Crowder said he saw was in fact Martin's car, it is
pcssible to resolve most of the apparent conflicts between the accounts
oI Crowder and Martin, as will be explained shortly.

On at least several occasions, when Crowder has described his wvisit
vo MYartin on the mormning of April 22, Crowder has emphasized that he did
not cescribe the UFD encounter to Martin before Martin volunteered that he

-

hel seen a brief intsnse flash of light.

Yartin does not corroborate this, Here are Martin's own words: "“He
drove d=m here the next morning...We'd just gotten up, I'd say between 7
anZ C o'clock. Then ne asked me did I see anything unusual armound here.
Wel, thare's ﬁotFltg unusual for me. (Martin, a homespun humorist, luughed.)
Anc 1 told him no. I didn't see anything unusual. And he got to te111;{
acont .S thlﬂk} end 1 sald, 'Well, Cliff, T'1llL tell you, being as you

menticned it, I saw a terrible light up there last night'".

Yartin explained: "After he brought this up, it made me think that
n' % think they was car lights there (that he saw.)"

wnich man is telling the truth? In the first of two interviews with
Crowcer he had volunteered the following comment about Martin: "Well, to
tell you the truth, Martin is not considered a very reliable citizen...
he's just a very ﬂrdinary share~cropper farmer...he's not considered a
very substantial citizen.,"
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Later, when I asked Martin about Crowder's reputation, Martin replied:
nif kr. Crnﬂder...(chucklea) I can't say the man is not telling the truth

because I don't know of any one to have any dealings with him to say he
would lie. But if he saw anything, then I saw the light from it."

On several other occasions, Martin leaned over backward to hedge his
¢ claims to those of Crowder. For example: "“Like I say, I don't know

e

wnat it was. If he (Crowder) saw the real object then I saw the light
Zrom itM '

Martin exrl*"*ed.that after arriving home from the hospital, his
w.ie had gone inside while he walked into the back yard. It was then, he
said, that "I saw this glare go off there. It was achnally'nuirkﬂr than
& car light, but I Just took it for granted it was somebody headed O™
that house and many times I've seen them down there come out and the car
~ould shine on the trees there. Uélll_l dicn't pay too much atbtention to

- I'
. w

| e ——

Martin voluntzered an interesting comment about the remarkable similar-
1ty between the UFO, as described by Crowder, and the large aluminum tank
used by Crowder to store liquid fertilizer which sits just outside his
office window. "I was thinking some time after this happened, you know,
re Crowder's liquid nitrogen tank is sitting there right in front of his
cifice, and I wonderzsd, if he had set there so long and looked at that big
ta2nk sitting there...when he comes out he sees a tank sitting in the road."

(Approximately a mile away from Crowder's office is a large steel
wzter tank that sits on four "legs". It also is readily visible when one

érives to and from his office along East Farrell St.)

klthuugh.I““:1: says the light he saw was so brightly illuminating
th2 oaX tree near taz burned spot that he "could have shot a sparrow
sitting in the trs=," his reactions at the time and his other statements
—rzicate that the Incident did not strike him as extrordinary at the time.
For example, he 2i7 not take the trouble to walk 600 feet north to East
Fzrrall St. to imrsstigate that night. Nor did he stay outside long enough

for the police to z=rrive abt the site.

A Trial pruthcsis

~=turning ggein Lo the question of how it was possible for Crowder
to 2=: =ne liartin car wnile neither Mr. nor MHrs. Martin saw the burning
rcad nor the headlights of Crowder!s car, this muebtinu is readily
resc.ved IF Crowder's car was not on Bast Farrell 9t. and IF nis car
diizn%s were turnecd offy, and if the road was not yet afirel

ne :*rrlng to Map #2, IF Crowder's car had been parked in the drive-
way to the thenuvacdnt hﬂu%e (now occupied by a family named Johnson),
and if Crowder's car lights were turned off, he could easily see the

Martin car coming down East Farrell St. and see it turn into the Martin
drive-way.

IF the incident 1s a hoax in which Crowder is the perpetrator, he
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would park his car while he poured flammable fluid on the road and 1lit it.

( It would be risky to park on East Farrell St. with the car lights on, for
this would illuminate his activities and he might be seen by someone in the
King house or: the Powell house. Yet to park there without lights would risk
a collision if another car suddenly came alonge

Tt would be logical instead for Crowder to park in the driveway of the
Y Johnson house," knowing that it was then unoccupied, for he could then
~urn off the car lights. (Note that Crowder says he stopped his car roughly

i

-wposite this same driveway when the intense flash of light occurred.)

IF this hypothesis is correct, Crowder would be very alert to any
approaching car while carrying out his mission, so he could quickly take
cover. If the Martin car came over the rise near the King house while he
was pouring the flammable liquid on the road, Crowder certainly would take
sover and probably would not resume his activities until he saw the Martin
car arrive home, its lights go out and then he would assume thal both lMr. &
Mrg, Martin (i.e. the car's occupants) had all gone inside.

After lighting the fluid, he would return to his car and wait for the
flames to die down. Then, turning on his car lights he would turn west
(left) onto East Farrell St. and drive to the police station. As Crowder's
car turned onto East Farrell St., his car lights should illuminate the oak
and pine trees near the burned spot and it would be this illumination that
Martin reported sezing.

Because of a crop-off in elevation and the intervening wheat field,
Martin would not te zble to see Crowder's car =-=- only the illumination
“rom its headlights. (This was checked by placing a car at the site and
-rving to see it from Martin's backyard.)

Since the "Jchnson house" was then unoccupizd, Martin would not
xpect there to te any cars coming out of its driveway. Recall Martin's
ement: ",..many times I've seen them down there come out and the car
d shine on th=z trees there. Well, I didn't pay too much attention to
"' Certainly it did not seem sufficiently unusual to prompt Martin to
w2lk 600 feet ner+n to East Farrell St. to investigate.

1
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This trial hyrothesis seems to fit quite well. But what of the
swner poasibiliiy, that Crowder was merely the victim of & hoax, not its

1v z7zer the incident, Crowder said that he had seen a tank-
cit+irz on legs. He described it as being metallic and he
t r=flected light from the car headlights.

But more recently, and later in my interview, Crowder says thal he
elieves the object "was a gas-filled {lammable bag" which was designed

-~ disintegrate when illuminated by car headlights. On several occasions

zid that he now believes the objact was "some psychological experiment
one of the branches of the armed forces is fooling with."

The question arises as to how good are Crowder's powers of observation?
Prior to driving to South Hill I had prepared eight 35 mm. slides which
wers designed to test his powers of observation.
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4“*:13 UNABLE TO GIVE ANY OTHER DETAILS EXCEPT HE STATED

THAT £ FOUND 3 PAPER MATCHZS ANO THE OTHER OFFICER FOUN) ONE

IN THE CEWTER OF THE BIRKT SPOT ONTHE ROAD. OFFICER MR PHY
STATED ALL FOR MATCHES WERE BWRNT TO A (RISP, WITH THE EX-
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HO N EVER , THE BIRNT MATCHES COUD POINT TO A POSSIELE HOAX,
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The slides, in color, viere taken of an unfamiliar objecct or an urusual
assemblage of objects at night against a darkened sky. The object was
illuminaced by two photoflood lamps, one on eithar side of the camera, to
crudely simulate the illurination from two auto headlights. One cbject, for
ar:rple, was an ancient warrior's helmet from Afghanistan; another was an
014 Spice after-shave lotion bottle placed atop a plastic doughinut, .Still
another was a highly polished chremiun-plated cocktail shaker, not too
cifferent in shape from the Creuwder UF0, according to his descr ¢ptlun.

In addition, there were two slides showing lshoratory plasmas and a picture

> an unusual gas laser,

k

Crowder was told that each slide would be projected for apprezimately
ive seconds, corresponding to the time he had said ke viewed the UFO,
ne slide would then be removed and he was to try to describe the object,

i — e —

ot to identify it. During the tests, he seldom waited for the allotted

.-..-....-.-—..n—

ve seconds before he-was reedy to describe what he had seen.
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Crowder! s descriptions were so accurate and perceptive that it seems
cuite unlikely thzt on the night of ﬁprll 21 he reully saw one or Two

numan figures un the road and scnehow mistcok them for a large metal
Tank or vballoon st:ﬂdLnF on fovr legs.

And Crouder insists that this is what he saw. Ee has medified his
story only to the extent of saying that it might have been a lzrge bailoon
which disintegrated suddenly (to explain its sudden disappearance,)

In recent months, scmeone has painted "P.V, 67 HOAX" alenzside the

ncd spot on the road., The "P,V." stands for Parx View High School,
esting the sign is the work of local teen~agers. (Crowder himself
a teen~-age daughter,)

our
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I asked Crou:dzr if he thought the incidant of his UFQ cncounter
could have been & hosx staged by high school sludents. He replied:
"It was too camp ited fo r scre high school kids to have built scme
13&1. That‘ what T always thought it was (NOTE: Mot according to

pf-un)...lt appeared to be the size of the upper half
k% (outside his office) and it had those legs."
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2es Ipsa locguitur® is a Comrion Law expression which means "Things
cpezk For Themsslvas," or "The Facts Speak For Themsslves." This app1 es
:¢ (nz South hill case, for there is only ona poscible explanation which
is fully consistent with the known facts:

L. The charred nmatches found on the burned spot,

¢. 1n2 fact that asphalt will not support ccmbustion and Crouder's descrip-
tion of the high flames which he says persisted for aa extended period.
3. Crouder's attempts to minimize the significance of the charred matches.

h. The delayed discovery of the "padprints™ and Crovder's seeming indiffer-~
ence to their discovery.
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5. The inconsistency of the size of the "padprints" for an object the
size which Crowder reported, wnich would result in fantastically
nigh pad loading (See Appendix nAn), And the imperfect symmetry
of the "padprint" locations,

i}

The Jack of symmetry of the burned spot itself, a freb-form.shape-
wvhich suggests it was formed by the chance flow of a flammable
1iq1lidl

7. The fact that Crowder reported seeing the Martin car immediately
after the road was set afire, yet neither Fr. nor lrs, Martin
say the flames or the headlights of Crowder's car.

#zs Ipsa Loguiturt

But what of Clifford Crowder's high standing in the onrunity?
The truth is that an cutside investigator is nn1y'¢h]e to determine
what some of the locel citizens now sey aboubt his reputation unless
an in-deptn study were made and no investigator, including this one,

has attempted such a studye.

It is a mattsr of record that Clifford Crowder is active in the
fairs of his chixrch, the Scuth Hill Methodist Church. Beyond this
3 J
is difficuvlt to tell how much of his present reputation is his oun

nd how much of it sters from other relatives in the Crouder "eclan".

P;;:[;

One brother, J. Foster Crowder, is a member of the Virginia State
“*h"ay Depte Ancther brother, J.L. Crowder, was a member of the

R

nburg Cndu - Joard of Supervisors at the time of the incident
.-election. He was defeated in the primary held
he incident. A ccousin, Charles W, Crouder,

s2 agency which, incidentally, is an advertiser in

l?

2rates an insur
the local newspaper. Dr.Charles H, Crowder, an M.D., i5 a more distont
ralative, I was told,

Zwery person intsrviewed spoke highly of Clifford Crowdev, and
scme molanteered & character endorscment without evezn being asked.
‘rengar, e ing Clifford Crowder for the first time under
nore zasual circumstances, almost certainly would give him a good

v
ﬁpfwhgz.r endorserznt. A man of 55, he is soft-spoken, sincere and

Teb it is difficult to predict what any person will, or will not,

do, T ety bank attempts to hire only people of unquestioned character

for positions of financial responsivility. Yet every year sees disclosures

of’ ﬁg”Jualcmcnt. by just such pﬂmmij, follovad by expressions of Sshockel
irprise by friends and business assoclabes,
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So far as can be determined, Clifford Crovder was not and still is notb,

what could be termed a “UFO Buff "

But UFOs "were in the air" around South Hill. The tovm is within
of two America Broadcasting Company TV stations: WLES (Channel 8)

rangsa
- Richmond and WRAL (Channel S) in Raleigh, N,0. It was approximately

‘-, months before the South Hill incident that the new "flying saucer"
sgram, "The Invaders" began on ABG!s television network. (Mrs. C.A.
ng nentioned thav some of the neighborhood children watch the show

-~ were therefore quite excited over the Crowder UFO reports.)

Probably a more influential program is one by Frank Edwards, called
tStrangest of All," which is broadcast every afternocon at 1 o' clock by
tna South Hill radio station, WJ\5. Although the Bawards program does
not 1imit itself exclusively to I{lylng saucers, they are featured
~rominently along with other supposedly true stories of the occult and

supernatural,

The pastor of Crouder's church writes a regular column, enbitled
"3tudy Talk", for The South Hill Enterprise. In the hpril 27, 1967, issue,
the first to appear arter the incident, pastor Williem lMayton devoted his
eatire column to the subject of UFOs. One exbtract from this column 18
sspecially interesting: "The imporbant thing is thau one (UFO) made

—-u

=0 gecene at South Hill and South Hill is now really on the map."”

This proved to be a masterful understatement, South Hill was

seluged with visitors, thounsands of them, immediately after the incident
was reported in the local and national press, and for some weeks after-

Crouder himsz21f has achicved national, ev2n international fame.

= received telesphone calls from as far away as hustralia, from
70 Buffs who wan® to hear him describe the incident in his own vords'

Set, Raines szvs that Crowder has becone "fed up" with all this

s as, on occasion, said: "If I ever again see a UFO, I'll
" DBut Crouder hinself gave no indication of this
interviews. He cooperated fully, showed no reluc-
re experience for the Ith time and 'he displayed no
A 2% being quesbioned. (However, because I had no
, 1ciz1 investigator" and therefore had to rely upon
nis volunbary cooparabion, I did nou press him on such mabbters as the

The Illusion

——— S S B e e

The South Iill case demons brates hor the i1llusion that UFOs rust be
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ovtrontorprosbrial spacecraft is promoted in the public mind by the lnten-
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The four charred matches found on the burned spot raised grave
suspicions of a hoax among police officers and reporters at the scene,
'bv their own admissions. Ha Trla himself said he abrost didn't send his
ilm and story to the Richmond Times-Dispatch and News Leader. Yet when
ihe utﬁry dld appear in the two newspapers, THERE WAS NOT A SINGLE MENTION

ere m R S o e

ts a result, the Associated Press story on the case which appeared
n newspapers around the cnunury'nﬂde no mention of the charred matches,

e e —

It was not until William Powers visited South Hill on April 23 and
mantioned this important finding in discussions with the Press that the
~harred matches were menbtioned, somewhat casually, in the few necuspapers

that carried follow-up StﬂflEB-

Three men frcn NICAP Headaquarters, one a NASA physicisty, visited
South Hill on April 22. The results of their investigation were reported
in a feature story in the March-April, 1967, issue of "The U.F.0, Investi-
cator." The article mentions the burned spot and the four "padprints,"
but there is no mention of the charred matches. When APRO reported the
case in the May=Jurec, 1967, issue of "Ihe A.P.R.0. Bulletin," there was
no mention of the charred matches,

The new Frank Edwvards book, "Flying Saucers =-- Here and Now," devotes
two full pages to the South H111 case, But again, there is no mention of
whe charred matchecs. It seems safe to predict that the Somth Hill case

-il.be dQSinbﬁa in dozens of other UFO books, as yet unwritten, and that
in most, if not &ll, there will be no mention of the charred matches,

The cause cf ;ublic enlipghtennent is not well-served either by
sremature statensnits issued by "official investigators." For exaaple:

% ﬁCrnwdcr is t2lling exactly what he saw and thcrﬁ 18 no reason to
sbelieve ri=.” This statcment is abtribubed to William Powers in

the April 27, 1967, issue of The South Hill Enterprise. It is quoted
also in the feank Bdwar rds bock,

‘(1) can't t7ink of it being a hoax.," Dr, J. Allen Hynek, as quoted
in the May 10, 1967, issue of the Richmond Times-Dispatch.

oviously, it is not politic to dismiss the Press with a curt "no
£t But common prudence and past experience suggest that it would

vabter for an inves t-lhtnr to explain that it is prnn1turﬁ to comnent

*he case until the investigation has been completed and that this will

~1ira some additional time.
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APPENDIX "AM

A DESIGN ANALYSIS OF THE CROWDER UFO:

1.

i
s

The tank-shaped UFO as described by Crowder was estimated to be
approximately 12 ft. in diameter and 15 ft. hign (excluding 3 ft.
legs.) This would give it a volume of approximately 1,700 cu. ft.

The Apollo Lunar Module has somewhat similar overall dimensions, although
it is not a simple cylinder. The Lunar Module is approximately 20 ft.
high and 1l ft. in diameter. Assuming (for simplicity) that it is a
simple cylinder, this would give it a volume of approximately 3,000 cu.ft.
(Actual enclosed volume is somewhat less.)

The Lunar Module is expected to weigh approximately 30,000 lb. This
would give it a specific weight of 10 1b./cu. ft. (By way of comparison,
Cork has a specific weight of 15.5 lbe/cu. £173)

Assuming that the Crowder UFO had the same specific weight as the Lunar
Module (10 1b./cu. ft.), then the Crowder UFO would weigh:

LY

. 1?,000 15

The Lunar Moduls has four landing pads, each 37 inches in diameter,
giving it a total pad area of 4,200 sq. in.

This gives the Lunar Module a pad-loading of 7 psi. on earth,

But when landing on the Moon, which has only 1/6th earth gravity,

the effective Lunar Module pad-loading will be:
1.2 PEii

The four “padprints" allegedly left by the Crowder UFO each measured
approximately s inch in diameter. The total "padprint" area of the
four is then approximately 1l sq. in.

This gives the Crowder UFO a pad-loading of approximately: 17,000 psi.
(based on assuned specific weight of 10 1b./cu. ft.)

Four-lane concrete highways are stressed to withstand loads of 64O psi.

Thus, the "designer" of the Crowder UFO, by failing to use larger
-2d3, ended up with a "craft" whose pad loading is 30 times too high
=2 enable it to land on major highways without puncturing the concrete.
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PHILIP J. KLASS

HARIOUR SQUARE

5680 '"IN'* ST. 5. W,
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20024

December 22, 1967

Mw  Clitrford Crovwder
617 No. Janawlcﬁ.Avu.
:- t"l I’ , VE--

Dear Mr. Crowder:

Pirst I should like to thenk you for your kincness in
spending so much time with vs on your Ui0 encounter. 1 know
that by this time you musi bo vely weazy of the whole maitier
after having repeated the slory SO maay times.

Vould vou be kind enouga 1o clarify a couple points for
4 2

tra intense flash of light

; aczred or disintezrated, and one rn;ﬁ wa

ik

0%
set afire, did you seo actual flame or was tne SpoL

2. I?f you saw fleme, approxana tely how hirsh would you
estimata the flame was, i.e. &n inch, severel inches,
a fool?
3. If you saw fleme, aﬂprnnlrzm‘.ely how long did it lasy
oi "IE out, or until you felt it was s e 1o
und and heud Por the police station?

=
L=
-.-
e -

Azain, thanks for your assistance.

Cordially, ]
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MEMO FOR THE RECORD: 26 APRIL 1907

Contact with Lt. Colonel Krell revealed the following infor-
mation pertaining to the South Hill, Virginia sighting of 21 April
1857, Lt. Colonel Krell said tha® ha personnaly drove to the
south Hill area and investigated the case. Tne four holes were
odd. They were approximately 9 feet 6 inches apart forming a
square. The burnt area was in the middle of the square. When the
volicemen arrived aé.the scene the pavement was cold. It was en
asphalt highway. Lt. Colonel Krell could find no additional wit-
ness who saw the zlleged UFO., The witness reported no sound at
all; even after stopping the car and rolling down the window. Lt.
Colonel Krell will contact the South Hill police department and

obtain a written statenment concerning what was found at the scenc

of the sighting.
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AEFERENCE WESSACE BI200C U3izi:7 APR &T7e. MAKE THE FOLLOWING CHEANGE TO
THE ABOVE CITED A=2SSAGE. Crii s ITEM C (1) GROUND VISUAL FROM AN

AUTORGEZILE Al & DISTANCE OF APPROXIVATELY 125 TO 150 FEET. CHANGE

TES TO HZALS GROUND VISUAL FROM AN AUTOMORILE AT A DISTANMCE
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