PROJECT 10073 RECORD

1. DATE - T/ME GROUP 2. LOCATION v’
22 Aug 67 23/0220Z Weshington, D.C.
3. SOURCE 10, CONCLUSION

| Civilian ZALLOON
!1. NUMBER CF O3JECTS

Probably hot air balloon released in Georgetown area.

-

'5, LENGTH OF OBSERVATION [11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

10-20 minutes Ob 4

| 2CU was round and red in color. Light appeared to flash
if__ “vPE OF O352RVATION at times. All observers stated object was overnead, and
| oo ject disappeared suddenly.
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FOR AFRLCC
FOR SaAF=0T {
pe DESCRIPTIOCN OF OBJOECT s
1o SHAPE: ROUND *
o, SI7Z5s SASSBALL OR ARAPEFR'YIT l

3¢ COLORs RED
4, NUMBRZRs |

5., DETAILS: LIGHT APPSARED TO FLASH AT TIMES, N0 TAIL, (




{
PAE » RUSDTAA7590 1NCLAS
TRAIL OR EXHA'ST O0BSTRVEN, NO SO1'ND, NN DOTHER l
FTATURPTS REPORTED, 1
8, DFSCOIPTION OF COURSE NF 02.17CT:
UFO, PaART » |
1o ALL 0OZSTRYERS REPORTED SIGHTING THT NB%CT RY ACCIDTNT, (
5, 29,0707 REPORTED TO BI OVERMFAD,
3, 037507 APPEARED TN MOVE FROMT NE TO N TO NF, |
4, DR.:TCT DISAPPEARED SUDDENLY, (
5, DU22TION OF SIGHTING: 10 TO 20 MINUTES,
A MANNTT AF ORTRUATION: AR0UND-CTSUAL. NO OPTICAL AINS, |
NO AIRZARNE SIGMTING, (
Ne DATE aN) TIME SIGHTINGS: ¢NIGHT) 0200 23 AUZ €7 ¢Z2'LY
»500 LOCAL 22 AlZ €7, |
S, ALL DDSIOVERS LOCATED IN M.y, WASHINGTON D, C. ARFA, t
€ WIND DIATCTTION/VTLOCTTY IMN DIARTES AND vwNOT <2
SIPFACT, ADW 2404¢ SUPTACT, DCA 190%: 6,000~ 2214 |
10,000-2815¢ 16€,000=-2725¢: 20,000=- 26321: 30,000~ 2445 *
50,000-7850, .
ey (
10 PA3T3, : "fm;*
CZILING: ADW « 12,000 FT: DCA -12,000 FT, ' 2705,
! %
VISIZTLITY: ADW -7 MILFS: DCA =12 MILES,
{
{
l
PAGT 3 RUSDTAAT598 1NCLAS
CLOUD COVZ2: ADW -10/103 DCA -10/10, i
NO THUNDEI® SHORMS REPORTED, 4
VERTICAL TSMP GRADIENT: 3 DEAREYS C/ 1,000 FT, |
7. NO OTHER UNUSUAL ACTIVITY, !
K N0 ATTEMPT MADE TO INTZRCEPT,
{

r At ™~ ™IIAFMY ™S 1 il Tr™m ™ ales ™




A COMMENTS: NUMEROIS CALLS WERE RECEIVED (APPROX 30)

ONCIRUING THIS ORJSCT BY THE BASS OPTRATIONS DUTY OFFICHR,

{

VA 107 RAYMOND D, RICE, THIS REPORT SUMMARIZES THY REPADTS

RTETIVED, SOME OBSERVERS THOURHT THAT THE OB ECT MIGHT =k t

A BALLOON WITH LIGHTS, WASHINGTON CENTER AND |

APPROACH CONTROL REPORTED NO RADAR TARGETS WERT

MENTIFISD DIMING THE SPECIFIED TIME, GODDARD ePACE FLIGHT ‘

(ENTSR DI2ARTTD NO AIRCRAFT AIRBORNT AT THT TIMT, |

1F0 Pan: 2,

THE LATZST Us 3. WEATHER BUREAU BALLOON LAYUNCH WAS AT (

300 ZIL:t 22 AlUG FRPOM STERLING , VA, THE BALLOON WAS NOT |

| TAHTED AND CAME APART AT 0100 Zun', PRIVAILING WINDS .

WOULD HAVE CARRIED THE PALLOON WELL TO THE TACT REFQOOT |
{
{

Pad% 4 RUTDTAA7T599 UNCLAS |

MO0 ZuLl, OBSERVERS FROM WASHINGTON NAT TONAL TOWE AND

MWNRTYS TOWER UNABLE TO STE THE 0BJECT, POSSIBLE {,

CA11ST FROM ORSSTRVERS® ACCOUNTS INDICATE THAT THF NRBRISCT t

MULD HAYT BTSN A LIGHTEZD SALLOON FROM aN UNyNOWA AGENCY

R RBY PTRI0V OR PFTRSONS TRYING TO PSRPATRATE A unnaX, '
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MEMO FOR THE RECORD 2l Aug 67
SUBRJECT: UFO Observations, Maryland, 22 Aug 67

At 0915, 24 Aug 67, Major Quintanilla spoke with Caplain Jensen and
Lt Nielson of the Public Information Office, Andrews AFB, Maryland.
I-. islson had investigated the reports on this particular UFO.
Maior asked Lt Nielson if he had checked with the police department

-'ll-"'l -

on this sighting. He said he hadn't but he had heard thatl the police

deportment had made observations of the UFO. Major Quintanilla explained
trhat we also felt that the observation was a balloon but confirmations
Prenm somecone (like tne police department) is needed before we can
rel=ase a statement to the public that it was a baloon. Lt. Nielson
said he would check witn the police department but he wasn't sure

that he could get a confirmation. Lt Nielson commented that NICAP

wa2s on an NBC report. The NBC film report left no doubt that it was

a bzlloon for evidently this person had observed one go up the nigut
fore. Major Guintanilla asked Lt. Nielson to call the lady in the
documentary and find out where she had gotten her confirmation. Lt.
Nielson didn't understand why he should get a confirmation from her
sinc2 the film left no doubt that it was a balloon. Major Quintanilla
explzined that we needed a confirmation before we can release a statement
that <nhs observation wz2s a balloon. Captain Jenson then asked what
Maisor -cuintanilla's job was and who he was connected with. Captain

-

Jenson 21350 wanted to know who was interested in tThis. Major Quintanilla

inform=d him that it was Public at Safol that had had the inquiriles
and th2t we must give them a statement. Captain Jenson sald they woula
tr, to z2t a confirmation. t. Nielson said that the sky was overcasi

to 12,000 ft and the air was very still. Thelr extension 1s L511.




At 0930, Major Quintanilla spoke with Mr. Jim Newton of Public
Relations, SAFOI regarding this observation. Wanted to know if

Public was still geting inquiries on this sighting. Public had gotten
only two press inquiries, however Community relations had had several.
Ma jor Quintanilla informed Mr. Newton that he had spoken with Andrews

and wanted them to get us a-canfirmation. Major Quintanilla also

informed Mr. Newton of the statement that was given in a news report

.

th=2t the observation was a balloon, and that Andrews was checking
this out. Mr. Newton sald the only release that they gave out was

trz* the case is currently under investigation.




MEMO FOR THE RECORD : 2 Aug 67 |

Subject: UFO Reports, Wash D C area, 22 Aug 67

It Nislson of Andrews AFB, Ohio spoke with SENENIPMERSSE-riing ndditional

information he had been able to gather on the sightings made in the

Wasninzton D C area on 22 August 67. Lt Nielson checked with the D.C.
vol.ce department and Fllington police department. They were negative,
no oolicement obhserved 2 UFO nor did anyone turn in a balloon. Lt.

Nizlson also talked to a private citizen and he told Lt Nielson that

he w23 standing in downtown Georgetown and there was a policeman on

the zorner who was also watching this object. Lt Nielson has been
unasle to get in touch with the policeman, however, he comes on dutly

at 4pm and he will try to reach him then.

Lt Nielson also spoke with Lt Col Builta who is with the Sclentific
and Technical Division of DIA. Lt Col Builta said that based on
everything he has seen and heard the object was most probably a surface

balloon vwith some kinc of light tied onto it.

120 asked Lt Nielson if everyone reported that the color was red

and h2 sz2id yes.

Lt, .2l3on said that he had previously checked National Alrport,
whica woul2 nave bezn in the area, to see if any of their pilots had
observas the UFOQO. The tower said none observed the UFO. However,

Lt. Nielson said he could personally check each airline if one of

+heir pilots had observed the UFO if Major Quintanilla would want him

to do s0. I informed Lt Nielson that would call him back in approximately




DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS, 1001ST AIR BASE WING (HQ COMD USAF)
ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE, WASHINGTON DC 20331

REPLY TO

aTTnoF:  WIO/Lt Nielsen/4511 28 August 1967

SUBJECT: UFQO Sighting, 22 August 1967, Washington, D. C.

To: ET/UFO

1. Reference is made to the message sent from this Headquarters,
23 August 1967, concerning subject sighting.

2. An investigation conducted by the undersigned has failed to
positively identify the object sighted over the Georgetown area of
Washington, D, C. at 2200 hours (local) 22 August 1967.

3. However, I was able to locate a Washington, D. C. policeman who

saic the object looked like a flare (red, railroad flare), -
-of “Am&nue, Oxon Hill, Maryland stated that he was
on cuty in the Georgetown area on 22 August 1967. He observed an
object which he described as an intense red light, like a flare. He
said he could not see anything above or below the light, He said he
fir:t saw the light after noticing other groups of people looking up
into the sky. The object made no sound. He said it was almost over-
head and appeared to go up and out of sight. At the time of the
sighting was standing on the corner of Wisconsin and Q Streets

in the District,.

4, Crist stated that his first reaction to the object was that it was
a flare., He also stated that another policeman told him he had seen
the same object three nights in a row (21, 22 and 23 August 1967). I
have not been able to locate the other policeman,

5. 1 discussed witthhe possibility of this object being the
rasult of a prank, He sald that was what he thought it was when he
saw the object,

6. I asked to watch for the object to appear again and let me

know, =e said he would, and would also advise the other policemen in




7. It is my opinion that the object sighted over Georgetown on

22 August 1967 was either a red light or a red flare attached to a
large balloon released by someone as a hoax. 1 plan to take no further
action unless the object reappears.

i
- * — ,"Fl ’/ “f .

WILLARD D, NIELSEN, 1lst Lt, USAF
UFC Investigative Officer

L1

Copy to: University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorado 80302
ATTN: Dr. Condon




