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penver, Volorado

October 14, lLYo/

gecretery of Defei.se

washineton, D.C.

QUO IEC; wae

VGCES wi t's

So little did J] ever expect to observe any phenomenon that might rewotely

full uncer tne classific:.tion of Unidentified Flying Obj;ects that I never

retained in my wind the <cddress of tne U.S. air Force officer to wnom we were

requestea to submit such cescriptions. J] would t.erefore apprecizte your

office forwarding this leiter to the interested eutnorities. tne folloving

unsouictscular observation may ve readily identifieble to experts, but it struck
—_—— —— —_— ff ow

Je 28 & complete oddity, even at the tine.

The plice of sighting was frua « hillside off © bit from tne Aspenglen CUsmp-

ground, a stretch of the rocd from the Fell River Jntreince of tne Kocky Mountainyy

National Park, Colorcdo. It was three nights ego on yednesday, Gcbober llth.

Dearimess fell eerlier inen I hee expecier, and I was already tucked into ity

puptent by seven o'clock , supine, with only my head in the open to view the skics

with as little discomfort from the cold as possible. Perts of the sky were covered

by easterlypmoving streaky clouds, so my first glinpse ofthe nalf moon vas its

risus willin the crescent of the wountain twin peaks to the south cf my campsite.

With the clouds diffusing the rocnlight, the sky never did.get as black as ] had

been led to expect from planetarium lectures. lkven wnen the moon was cloud hidden,

the sky never was black. Thus it was rather longer than J] expected before the

tirst star becune vasible. It appeared directly overhead, rather dim, and not

anciher star could be scen anywhere in the entire ssy. A little later, a secord

» Orisater then the first, shone tnrough the bougns of the tree to wiich the

otner end of my tent was secured. Then, stortly after, a sprinkling of stars

becare visible from horizon to horizon between the clouds. The ones overnead

sea.ec brisitest, a.d IJ turned after a while to study the ones toward my right.

Thousn tais experience of sundown and moonrise and being alone "roughing it" ona

mountein for tne first tine was thrilling, I hed to adwit to myself that I had been

able to see sillions of nore stars a tnousana times bri.hter in North Reading,

Massacausetts and toat, in teras of a starshow, this demonstration was rather a

> aaa
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s >I watched one of tne few stars, dimly visible in the western part of the sxy,

ancvher sdcenly appeared some distaice directly "beneath" it - absut half way

between tne dim star I] wes viewin; ana the mounta_n-rim horizon. In an instant

it becane tne brizhtest stur in tne entire sky, anu tncn to wy surprise it begun

moving towara the left (sout.«rly) in incredible white briliiance. At first I

thought I mst heve mistaken an airplune for a ster, but then I reelized it

couldn't possibly be a plane, for I have watched thousands of eirplanes and jits

str.ak across the skics at night — from as ciose as from witnin airfields for

takeoifs und landings to as far away as wnen they jut become visiole furzanay in

the sky - aid none ever projected such powerful brillia.ce of their front white
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jignts as tne light I wes looxing at — And wien plane li..ts are brigntest to th

eye, the engine sound is deafening. No sound at all was heerd dirin., the pass ye of

light 1 viewed. Besides, tnis was a "sphere" of inca:descence — there was no Trot

back nor top or bottom —- it was total illumination - aid ticre were no red anu green

li.mts visible as are compulsvury on aircraft at sight - and from its direction of

movement. J] would have been able to see the blinking colored Lli,hts if it had been

&B plore, Out none Ser sree, It wos as though I were watching a star witu brilliance

at ié¢ast ten tines that cf any star of twe first mcgnitude — but it wes isovirng on

Ah acco.ute straight line parallel to the norizon. 1ts track were as tiough one

Hac put a square acruss that picce of sky — sid I] realized watciang it move in

such an artificially straint line that the track of any crait I ever saw in the

oty al«aays nad soue degree of slope to the eye, even wien traveling "strzight as

tac ercw flics." JI was still marveling et tne unnatural passuge ot the moving

object snen it disapyeurea beninu a cloud — nor wes its powerful light ever re~

flectec from t.ic cloud banks -— nor did ] see its lisht again tnorough any break in

tne clouds or see the object emerse in the extrapolated courses of its track

beéyjone tne clouds. Jt simply disa peared completely. After it seemed certain that

WOULd not reappear in my view, J] looxed ét wy wateh by flasnlight and noted it

755 pm.

And J tust admit cverytiing I] was experiencing as a city person crinping for the

first time in the Rockies was so .ew and uwcrvelous, ell contriouting to sich a

uniquely poetic experience tuit when J viewed the passuge ol tiz.t object through

I simply frowned @ vit amt thiought "That's odd" and edued it to the mind's

the unique and novel — a. esoteric cvllection tn:t one goes over at leisure

le ter w.en not so ismedic tely concerned with survival on a cold windy hiliside end

hicing ssv.ral miles for tic first time with a backpack and food supplies.

tes I could not help wocering - why hid I not spotted the object moving from

tae r.sht to left just before its appearance uncer the dim star, wuich at tnat tine
> re:

W2aS t..¢ eee aa in the area, when tne object did first catch my eye, it was

cirectliy.unuerncath the ster I] was viewing and increased in a millisecond from the

a1: nosbtee the brigintest gc in tie heavens = much wore brilliant tuan th moon -
en. remained in that a 1 Just long mo gh for ne to think it a "stationary"

Star velcre it proceeded on th straight-line track ] described — with no cianve in
Mit Stvraizht-line passase in the intensity of its incundescence -— nor was t:ere

*? li-—<++ «~~ > Sw oft

ti
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eny "Twinsling" phenomenon. Itseemed to ue it were a stur distance away —- yet

eVen 12 it were as close as te higuest jet track, it covered the distuice fuster

’

when Eny Jsy I nad seen - aud J had during that day scen jet stre ms move across

wie SulesS ver the uounteins — and could hear the jets — yet they ned not covered

}
vfii ECUSL Llste..cé as Past or ever in such an “unnaturel" straight Line.

1 am do..oviul as to tne exact length of time tnat passed frou ay first per-

Céptlon of its ewerginzg dimness tv the disappearance of trie briliawit object behind

the cloucs = it was a metter of a few sec nds -

bad ae 5

I apologize Tor not breasing caup and returnin,, to town isuscediately tne next

Wornins 2a Wising tals informetion to you — but it is only now heving returiied

to vpenver and recovered from the fatigue of hiking tuct I could apoly my mind

fuily to the Signiiicance ol tué various events.

(
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lft tiis ovos .rvation merits your att ntion, and I now Oeclleve 1
}

L

wore scientific descri,t_on of tic Location olf my signating could probsviy oe

sl-.en to you by a group ol young men ta Went bikins and rock tapping thr

the area the next day. Ve exchanged greetings as they passed, and they c

not help but notice the green plastic "tent." ‘They arrived and departed ina

crewi-colored station wagon with a license plete murked "Property of Colorado."-

— *

I ¢o not remember the license number, but undoubtedly one of the rangers at~ Ceaa

wre tever Park kntrance trey used cula ide.tify them for you.

Like meny another citizen, I hope I was viewlig som unique and aavanced

research instrument of our own saientilic genius. ind if so, it is probably of

scientific interest for the devilopers to learn titn even an average citizen can

identify its appearance es en e.traordinary phenome..on as it moves across the sy.

Needless to say, I em not about to auvertise tnis ezperience elséwu:re, and

at this point in my sire, it is tne lest tuing ] woula d.sire haying to report to

tas United States Governme:.t. Nevertheless, in conscience ] fecl 1t my duty to

inicra you of the event.

Sincerely yours,

a&e: 435 years (Noveaber ls, 1925)

Eyes; 20/40 (but I was we ring my

glasses at tne time)


