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2, LOCATION

28 Jui $ 29/02302

3. SOURCE -

Pottstown, Pennsylvania . (1 Witness)

10, CONCLUSION : at Eee, -

Civilian

4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS

Possible (HOT AIR BALLOGN)

It is felt that the observation could have been of a garnet bag
hot air balloon. oe :

11, BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION

i 20 Minutes

{S TYPE OF OSSERVATION

j Ground-Visual

7. COURSE

The observer sighted a bright red to bright white to pals
orange-red light, The light was first seen about 45 deg
clovation in tha NW. noone

NY

8. PHOTOS

Oo Yos

» XNoe

[> PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

329 {TDE) Previous editions of this form may be used,
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30 July 1968

MEM FOR RECORD:

£t approximately 0330, had a phone call from Major Wilson, SAFLL,
2st. 57375. He stated that ata retirement party last evening for one of
uae LéL officers, Congressman Schwiker, 13th District of Pennsylvania,
wanted to know about e UFO sighting that allegedly took place in the
-ongressman's home district on the evening of 28 July 1968.

Called Wright-Patterson; they had nothing on it, but called Benton
“FS, the nearest base to the Congressman's home district and nearest the
sighting (Worcester, Montgomery Co., Pa.). Benton had no report, but
told Wright-Pat thst Capt. Underwood, the local UFO investigator (Area
sode 717 - 477-5910) would be glad to investigate if one of the eye witnesses
would report it.

At 1040, called Major Wilson, SAFLL, and gave him the above information.
He planned to relay it to the Congressman.

Jo T-



f DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

f WASHINGTON 20330

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY : August 21, 1968

Hector:

ference the August 2, 1968, letter to you from Mr gy
, POTTSTOWN (Pennsylvania) MERCURY (copy attached). What

e nature of the "mickey mouse treatment" he received from

e Air Force Base?

Would appreciate @ rundown as to whom he contacted, when,

and what happened. If an official Air Force apology is called

or; we will take action to have one made. We would first,

r, have to have a few more details of what transpired
re MreQ§§MRs August 2 letter.

Sincerely,

ZZ oe
ies ek ee
——-H: A. SUSSKIND

Lt Colonel, USAF

Chief, Operations Branch

Public Information Division

Office of Information

Ament

from hyAugust 2,

1 Hector Qui



USAF (SAFOIP)
ATTN: Lt Col H A Susskind

I have absolutely no proor, excep tana ' allega-
tions, that he received "the mickey mouse treatment”

from McGuire AFB. The memo which we received from

McGuire does not indicate that he received undue or

harsh treatment. However, he appears to be perturbed by

tne fact that the duty officer couldn't specifically

identiry the light to which he referred to. According

to AF regulations, UFO investizators do not have to sub-

mit reports of moving lights at or near airports. It

appears that the duty officer failed to cati sty ar
or kis reporter, and evidently this too, has perturbe

him to some extent. I probably used the wrong word when

I said that McGuire had acted in an unprofessional man-

ner. I probably should have said that McGuire was

derelict in not being able to satisfy an inquisitive re-

porter, but then who can. After thinking about this at

length, I'm not too sure that MrqQ@® really deserves

an apology. However, I think it appropriate that we

acknowledge his letter addressed to me, but then what do
i really teli an irate reporter - any Suggestions?

Tppr (UFO) Lt Col H Quintanilla, Jr 26 Aug 68

WeP AFB, Obio 454833
25-70916



TDPTR/Sgt Kist

Request surface weather observations for

Pottstown, Pennsylvania, 28 July 1968,

2230 hours, local time.

TDPr(UFrO) Lt Marano
16 Aug 68

& T0916
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USAF (SAFOICC)
Maj Aikman

Can

i think this man deserves an apology and the

base commander needs a reminder.

TDPX{UFO) Lt Col Quintanilla
14 Bug 68



This replies to your letter of August 2, 1968, On behalf of the Air

force, let me apologize for the unprofessional manner in which your case

was handled by McGuire AFB. Your letter has been forwarded to McGuire

A¥3 for corrective and appropriate action.
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POTTSTOWN MERCURY |

an
Auge 2, 1968

%. tol. Hector Quintanilla

mi-*, Aerial Phenomena Office

Wri. .t-Patterson AFB, Ohio:

Dear Col. Quintanilla:
A

In reference to you’ request for more information concerning
an unidentified flying object which I observed.

I fesl that if my name in transmission from Benton Air Force
Staion, Pa,, to Wright-Patterson is change or to

and ewspaper's address from an
to ee é treet that any data which I mig supply

the (ir Force would become fouled up.

My sighting, incidentally, was not reported to the Air Force for the

pu 2 of investigation. I contacted the Air Force because

of “erous telephone calls The Mercury received.

x

se of a Mickey Mouse treatment The Mercury received from the

oree at Magui >» L contacted Congressman Richard S. Schweiker

i¢ me in touc th Capt. Jesse Underwood at Benton,

the first Air Force officer who showed courtesy

ability. My purpose in contacting him was not

- But because he was obviously capable I

,» observed a UFO and explained because of its

re that it was a conventional craft. I

amiliar with the patterns of air craft and

in different level zones. Private planes

higher and Air Force bombers, etc. at the

rel, I outlined that what I observed was nothing like

that I previously observed. I told him all the information



|
|

POTTSTOWN MERCURY

(2)

" spent a good half hour explaining to Capt. Underwood

she details of the craft I observed.

‘2 a nutshell, what I did observe was not a conventional

‘ireraft. If weather baloons are lighted and have lights

chat flare and change color and are able to change directions

in a manner totally unacceptable to planes then it is

cossible that I observed a weather balloon. The wind at

ground level was blowing toward the southwest and the

craft was traveling against the wind. However, I assume that

wind at a higher level could be different than that at a lower

level. I also assume that the craft could have been hit by

4 sudden frontal system which caused its erratic movenents.

Y assume this, but don't really believe it.

would fill out your form if I thought for a minute that it
rould help. But I don't.

“y own philosophy is against belief in UFOs as outlined in
sae attached column written by me. But rbcently I have had
20UDtS»

ave seen too many things too suddenly for
ss hysteria theory.

to believe that there is something up there
ard a guess to what it is.

ate the courtesy that Capt. Underwood showed me.
2 only representative of the Air Force who

: Air Force office should represent,

¢an be of any concrete help, please feel free to

ordially



sumsec

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS 438th AIR BASE GROUP (MAC

MeGUIRE AIR FORCE BASE, NEW JERSEY 03641

G438(0) (Lt Col Deakyne/3360) 2 August 1968

Aerial Phenomena Officer (TDPT) (UFO)

weight Patterson AFB, Dayton, Ohio

erence telephone conversations between Lt Col H, C. Deakyne, Jr.,

is Headquarters and Lt Marano, Aerial Phenomena Officer, the attached

statement concerning UFO incidents reported on 28 July 1968 is
fowarded,

iaTHE COMMANDER

Sn Uh Wat oats Col, USAF
Base Operations an raining Officer 1 Atch

Statement



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

648TH RADAR SQUADRON (SAGE) (ADC)

BENTON AIR FORCE STATION

BENTON, PENNSYLVANIA 17814

Anon 6480AG 1 August 1968

sumer: U.F.O, Report for 28 July 1968

wo: For n Technologies Division (TDPT-UFO) j

terson AF Ohio 45433 |

sttached informa 1is submitted in accordance with AFR 80-17, |

ll. This information was received from Mr. =@/i——aayaptie*

own, Pennsylvania who also contacted his local congressman in

ito this matter. A letter of acknowledgement was sent to Mr. }

BR ana attachment 2 in a copy for your information.

FOR THE COMMANDEE

, Ip
Ss eesa

A UNDERW OOD, Capt, USAF
oject Officer



STATEMENT

RE: UFO SIGHTING REPORTS pate 1600 - 2300 SHIFT 28 JULY 1968,
Ls

WX - Clear- dry- cool, WIS,.100 miles horizontally and unlimited verti-
caliy. Wind west to northwest 6 kts surface and 90 kts at 40,000 feet,

First UFO call from man in Trenton who saw a light between Trenton and

llingboro - seemed to be moving slowly and erratically. No shape -

substance - sound. Said it couldn't have been Echo Satellite because

he had helped build it. Told him I had no idea what it was but would

call around and thanks for the call. Time 2145:

NOTE: No report made as a light doesn't constitute a UFO - AFR 80-17.

the

ACTION: West to WX and asked if north Philadelphia or Willow Grove put

up WX balloons. Answer - didn't think so. Called Philadelphia FSS and

asked him to call Willow Grove re WX balloon, Answer, negative.

Second UFO call from man in Asbury Park - been at the beach with friends,

flew B-29 during war - thought it would never happen.

Q. What did you see?

A, Lights - one going north and one going south.

Q. What did you see behind the light?

A. Nothing. Never thought it would happen.

Said I didn't know what it was but would report it and thanks for the

call. Times 2215.

Third UFO call from man in Trenton who made first call, Light is now

circling near the moon, Have you found out what it is yet? My answer

negative but think I will go out and look myself,

ON: Told diss

couldn!

2 twinkling bri

her I was going to roof, took binoculars, went |

¢ moon, scanned sky, saw about 30 planes, stars

jiantly various colors, climbed down. Time: 2300L

call - Lady in Willingboro not satisfied with dispatcher ex-

on, Her concern was that Air Force Colonel next door had said

ould complets a written UFO Report of her light sighting. I

2d her that her report was duly noted. Time: 2320L

call - Noticed that the dispatcher completely out of words on

lephone - took over call - do not have name of caller. Caller

ied himself as a reporter for the Pottstown Mercury - said

s wanted an answer for the light reported over Pottstown, I
said I didn't have an answer. Had had many calls from New Jersey



about the same light. He wanted to know what I do about these calls.

I explained that we were not forwarding reports of lights, but were

ing to concentrate on the shape or substance carrying the light.

ed why we didn't investigate lights. I answered that we get

eds of calls about lights but seldom received useful information

about what carried the light. He asked if he could use my name and I

seid no. Time: 2340L

COMMENTS REGARD IN GOmaggROIMM - I do not believe I ever spoke to
t =e, I did not state that itr lll. his reporter had a little
too much to drink causing him to see things. I have never chided a
UFO caller in any fashion.

elieve the gentleman is rankled because I could not identify the

ight and wasn't planning to report it.

COMMENTS ON CURRENT UFO REPORTING:

The Base Operations Duty Officer at McGuire Air Force Base is helpless

to investigate and consequently identify a light over Pottstown Penna.
The person who should take a call and investigate a light is a man in

ettstown, located and appointed by the Mayor of Pottstown and equipped
with a sighting instrument and a night camera. A citizen of Pottstown

could call the Pottstown Police who have a list of these UFO investi-
gators by town sector. The police could then pass the phone number to

the sighter who could then call direct to an appointed, equipped, and
possibly trained local citizen who could meet with the sighter and pos-
sidly come up with an answer.

The current procedure of calling the nearest Air Force Base is expen-

sive of time and money and useless as an investigative program.

TS. CLARK ITI

Operations Duty OF 2 August 1968



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS FOREIGN TECHNOLOGY DIVISION (AFSC)

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE. OHIO 45433

Ji JUL 1968REPLY TO

ATTN OF: TDPT (UFO)

SUBJECT Ur voservation , oR July 198

TO:

rottstown, Pennsylvania 19464

Reference your recentunidentified flying object sighting which

you reported to the Air Force. The information which we have

received is not ents teeene for a scientific investigation. Request

eadressed envelope. Thank you for reporting your observation to
the Air Force.

. * Fe
Cf. a

. J =>, ~f- ; ‘ ,*
> ’ -

sR —- ¥*
- 7“RicT Lu y Jr, Lt Colonel, USAF 1 Atch

eulerSperial Phenomena Office AF Form 117 w/envelope
Aerospace Technologies Division
Production Directorate



A. Different Slant
By ROBERT'S. BOYLE /

Dr. Gerald Feinberg

And flying, Saucers

ne from flying saucers,
being overplayed late

most msn of science do
then, or,;maybe peopl

ights
ving or

ne point
that there is n

ight. Wee

igceement, that is, witil

professor

no

yas it increases

es lose energy

ects of tho
have on

c tenets of

Cordiiy LO iis Uneoiy, it woud ¢
quire 100,000 years for a signal on the far
of the Milky Way galaxy, to which this planet
belongs, to reach observers here. It would take
travelers far longer to make this trip.

KE But all this would be changed it the Pein-
| berg theory is accepted. Speed, then would be-
| -come unlimited. en ee ’
i Other physicists are working to prove tha
! basic postulates of the theory.

|

If the theory is accepted, it would be the
most exciting development in the world cf
science in the lost half of this centu

* One ‘school holds that Feinbe theory
{ could, in some cases be responsible for the UFO
| Sightings. |
| His particles, they believe, would show up |

as light as they lose energy surpassing the speed |
1 of light. :

But then comes the pu if they surpass
light’s speed, would they show light a

, did would the light slow down fo its fe
} speed of 185,000 miles per second?
! Tf light is given off by the particles, would
{ the light itself be traveling faster than tho spaed

of light?

Saucer proponents see a ray of hope for
their theory in Feinberg’s proposals.

ff the energy being lost by the pa
} could be harnassed as a means of propulsion,
, then it would be possible to reduce the time of
| travel in space from the accepted limils to on
| infinite speed. A

|

i

{

Saucer believers like to imagine that there
is an advanced civilization somewhere out there.
This civilization, they hope, is able to achieve

| in space travel what we have just begun,
H Scientists agree that in this g.
' there are thousands of planets which are 5
ie to that of earth and would be able to support |

ty ite; ES |
And there are untold numlzers of galaxies. |

| And, although it is likely that there are|
planets like ours, there is one big flaw in the

\ flying saucer theory.
' ff there was a civilization as far edyanced

as ‘saucer believers believe, why doesn’t it just
ick Up a super space phone and contact 13?

+. “An advanced form of life surely wouldn't go
| aippiig around a foreign planet for 20 years or
| more and never make any attempt at contacting |
us, |

‘That would be like Columbus coming to the
new world and not landing. He would have

| stayed off shore flicking lanterns on and off,
| Some saucer believers claim that contacts
‘have been made but they haven't been any to
{ anyone who amounts toa pot of beans.

The first thing Jack Armstrong used to do
| When he met an unfriendly tribe was to seo:
; out-the chief or the medicine man.
|. Why would saucer occupant pilots seek out
the Indians and not the chiefs?
Another debit of the saucer theory.is the

lack of actual contact by the milit The U.S,
military is able jo tell if Red China drops a

| huge firecrackerin the Peking water works. But
| with all its sophisticated gadgets, inclu ag
| cameras that can photograph a frog hair at 250
| miles away, the government has yet to come up
; with a single incident that would prove the
| existence of saucers,
| Some sighting reports haven't been explained
but lack of an explanation doesn’t constitute

| proof, j



i Id like
| would add
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d Mystery |'S More positive comes

! along, I'm utting: my sky Watcher’ a
SmeeSea tate



IAW AFR 80-17, para. ll, the following information is submitted as

a UFO report:

a. Description

(1) Shape: Round, not able to determine definitely.

(2) Size: Similar to a B-29 airplane at same location.

(3) Color: Bright red to bright white to pale orange-red.

(4) Number: One

(5) Formation: N/A

(6) Features: None

(7) Tail: None observed

(8) Sound: None

(9) Other: None

b. Description of course:

(1) Attention: Was sky watching because of similar UFO reports

from area.

(2) Angle: 45 degrees from ground, N.W. direction.

(3) Angle: Disappeared at horizon, N.W. direction.

(4) Flight Path: Object was moving in Northwesterly direction.

Then proceeded to follow a tight triangular pattern with quick and sudden

direction changes. Upon completion of triangular pattern, object proceeded

in a Northwesterly direction until out of view.uw
)

>) Disappeared: Disappeared at the horizon.

(9) Time: Object was in view about 20 minutes.

c. Manner of Observation

‘l1} Ground-Visual

{2} No optical aids were used

(3) N/A atch: 1

—
 
e
e
 
e
e



d. Time and Date: |

(1) 02302, 29 July 1968, 10:30 P.M., 28 July 1968 local time.

{2) Light: Night. |

ion of Observer: N.W. side of Pottstown, Pennsylvania.

<ing and Hannover Streets.

Information on Observer: Mr.

tretown, Pennsylvania 19464. Tel. no. : Occupation:

Local newspaper editor. Reliability: Judged to be good.

g. Weather:

(1) Observer: Very clear, slight N. W. wind. (ee eT wrth
a. Tes : Fimewt rnmte, by Bert

(2) Air Weather Service, Willow Grove, Pa. Winds aloft: not

available at this time

(3) Ceiling: Ur

(4) Visibility: §

(5) Cloud Cover: None

(6) No storms in area

(7) Temperature gradient: Unknown.

h. No unusual weather activity.

rver admitted the only possibility was a

report was three days late in being received

of making an actual determination are slight.

ause a congressman was notified of the sighting and

Air Force did not cooperate with M , 1 recommend

vup action be taken as far as possible to assure Mr

ested in this matter and would appreciate any further

»n he might have.

). = 1s
pet 7 ALG es en
Je SE A UNDERWOOD, Capt, USAF

Project Officer



6480AC 1 August 1968

own, Fennsylvania 19464

ence our telephone conversation of 31 July 1968: I was pleased to

ve your report of a U.F.O. sighting in your area on the night of

aly 1968. Your report has been forwarded to the Foreign Technology

Division at Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio for their study and review. If

you have any further ir ation I would appreciate it if you would contact

FOR THE COMMANDER

Lo 7

SS A UNDER

Project Officer



MEMO FOR THE RECORD 1 Aug 68

Sudj UFO Observation, 28 Jul 68, Wooster (Montgomery County) Pa

; Wetec on the morning of 30 Jul 68 and said that SAFLIL

# phone call {ro pmo cording a UFO observation that

occurred practically in his backyard and wanted to know what the Air

2 had done about it. The only infornaticniglliaaga® had provided

that the sighting occurred on Sunday night, 23 Jul in Wooster,

ME nen called Capt Underwood,

477-5910 (comm number) at Benton AFS, Pensylvania to see if they had? y

|
| Pa, Montgomery County.

received any reports. Capt Underwood checked and they had not received

any reports, however, would be on the lookout and call us if he

eee 2,

FS, Pa had not received any UFO reports for

receive the report.

30 Jul 68 that Benton A

tr night of 28 Jul 6 d that if the witness wish d to report his

observation he may do so by contacting Capt Underwood at Benton AFS.

On 31 Jul 68 at appr mately 1500 hours, Capt Underwood spoke with

no regarding tne observation of 28 Jul 68. Capt Underwood had

call frog, ———_—iorm:-,

ved an UFO on Sun night, 23 Jul 68. The

ne had angen in regards to

anting. Peis originally called the Duty Officer at

ire and when he called the Duty Officer gave MARR sarcastic

answer ‘that he had been drinking too much. He thought the Duty Officer's

y jame + Pad He then ca) 1 RNase. 7 called
a



McGuire AFB back and talked with the PIO, Barney, and didn't get

any satisfaction. “eR talked to him again. @iie

ipM@MMMMS of the Town Paper at Mercury @@§MBMBN's address is"

NEie TT OE, OR SS

ny other people in the neighborhood had also observed UFOs but

sighting took place in the other area of the sky. His wife also

observed the object. ‘a said no one from the AF had called

hin with regards to the sighting. A civilian group of Gen Electric

eers had contacted him. Capt Underwood gave the following

information on the sighting.

TIME: 1030 pm, EDT

DURATION: 20 minutes

Ngutiffiindicated that the sky was clear and he didn't use

binoculars or any other aids to look at the object. He couldn't

tell much about the shape, except it wasn't lerge/

COLOR: read, then white, then pale-red-orange.

Alt: 1500 ft

45 deg angular elevation NW, the object remained in the general

are2, disappeared out of sight to the NW, moved when he first saw it

NNW, the moved in a triangular patter, afterthis it

Just one object. As it was in the

nged color. MET caic the wind was

from the Nw.

ham is sending a TWH to FTD on the sighting. Capt

am can be reached on the Tactical autovan by calling through

McGuire or Hancock Field. The autovan number is 596-1246

Le
y
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On 1 Aug 68 Lt Marano spoke with (aMIMIMD, McGuire AFB, New Jersey,

sutovan 363 plus ext 2742/2713 regarding a UFO observation of 28 Jul 68.

Th salar UFO invest gatogqummmmmaas gg; today and was not

Ms

in che office. % Marano informed him that a witness called ina

siz ng to McGuire on Sunday night and the Duty Officer informed the

en drinking too much. Lt Marano a.

2? he would check this out Sain asked the Duty Officer's name,

Marano said it + Ene. replied that there was a man by

taat name and he had been working that night. ce

send in his version of the sighting as quickly as possible due to

witness that he ha

the congressional.
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memo for the record 2 August 1968

At OSOO hours, 2 August 1968, Lt Marano received a telephone call

Sol DeGore (spelling) McGuire AFB, ext 3360/3371, in regards

te UPO sighting of 28 July 1968 oy mas

Coil DeGore wanted to know if we wanted a formal investigation into

fr

matter of the Duty Officer who allegedly told a UFO observer

he had been drinking too much or if it was an informal

recuest. If it is to be treated as a formal request, Col DeGore

a that we would have to submit a formal letter stating the allegations

nd our fullfillment requirements. I told Col DeGore that I felt that

an informal reply would be sufficient.

CARMON L MARANO, 2d Lt, USAF

TDPT (UFO)


