
the national archives

(c) crown copyright



| RESTRICTEDIUNCL MOD Form 3
(Revised 3/

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE qo

1. Attention is DIVISION/ESTABLISHMENT/UNIT/BRL
i opened drawn to the ‘

notes on the

inside flapge Bou ne
2. Enter notes of 7eC (A 5) 2 a

related files on

page 2 of this

jacket.

ry c\ _ SUBJECT .. Yorideckigck aeOhids (4F05 ) 7

-Cash f Lipbog Fb - $8‘Sp

Min/. Referred to Date
Encl

Referred toReferred to | Date

R DRO USE ONLY

Review date

-{SENTOULDATE- 2 9/oyfoa (evleg
““EEpany DINTOCE \VP\RD _



M2

A full copy of this file was released into the public domain on

26 July 2004 following a request made b

under the Code

of Practice on Access to Government Information.

Personal data was removed in accordance with the Data Protection

Act 1998.

Further details of this request can be found on D/DAS/64/3 Part AB

Enclosure 31.

DAS-FOI

27 July 2004
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Following a request from the BBC for information for a regional programme they

were making featuring the loss of Captain William Shaffner in 1970, the Aircraft

Accident Report at Enclosure 1 of this file was released to the sons of Captain

Shaffner who were taking part in the programme. The Air Historical Branch also

released a copy of the Accident Card, some photographs of the aircraft and a

transcript of the Radio Transmission between the aircraft and the ground controller.

The programme ‘Inside Out’ was transmitted on 16" September 2002 and the MOD
received two requests from members of the public for copies of the Accident Report

featured in the programme. With the agreement of the Defence Aviation Safety

Centre (DASC) and DAS-Sec a copy of the Report and Accident Card were released

under the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information in November 2002.

File D/DAS/64/3 Enclosures 27 and 31 refer.

Aircraft Accident Reports are not normally sent to the Public Record Office, but due
to the public interest in this particular case, Information (Exploitation) Records 1 have

earmarked a copy for preservation in the PRO in the near future.

A copy of the Accident Card, not originally part of this file has been placed behind

this minute for reference.

Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace) Operations & Policy 1

Room 6/73 Metropole Building

6 November 2002
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104 Air Clues

DON'T BELIEVE
>
wen

EVERYTHING

YOU READ!
An article was carried in the Grimsby Evening

Telegraph recently; it consisted of a full page

spread on 2 consecutive days and concerned the

loss of Lightning F6é XS894 on 8 Sep 70, flown by a

USAE exchange pilot, Capt Schaffner. These are

some extracts from those pages:

Headline: MYSTERY OF A JET AND ITS 20,400MPH

“TARGET’

The aircraft, XS894, disappeared into what is fast becom-

ing one of the greatest aviation puzzles of all time. The

ditching was witnessed by the crew of a Shackleton atr-

craft but no trace of Capt Schaffner was ever found. More

than a month later the wreckage was found by RN divers.

The cockpit was empty and the canopy closed.

On this particular night, a radar operator at Saxa Vord

picked up an unidentified aircraft between the Shetlands

and Norway flying at 630mph at 37,000ft. It increased

speed to 900mph and climbed to 44,000ft and QRA at

Leuchars was scrambled. The contact then turned

through 180 degrees and disappeared from the screens. Its

speed was estimated in the region of 17,400mph. During

the next hour, the mystery contact reappeared several

times.

The contact was being monitored by the Ballistic Missile

Early Warning System at Fylingdales and the informa-

tion was being relayed to the North American Air

Defence (NORAD) Command at Cheyenne Mountain.

Strategic Air Command HQ at Omaha ordered its B52

bombers into the air. A request was made from a high

level within NORAD, through HQ STC, for RAF

Binbrook to send Capt Schaffner to join the Lightnings

looking for the mystery contact. By now, the contact was

flying parallel to the East Coast 90 miles east of Whitby

at 530mph at 6,100ft - an ideal interception by a

Binbrook Lightning. What follows is drawn from what I

have been told is the official transcript of the conversation

£2?

between Schaffner and Staxton Wold:

Schaffner: There is ... blueish light. Very bright. It’s

a conical shape. It’s like a large soccer ball. it’s like

it’s made of glass. Contact in descent. About 70ft ...

it’s levelled out again. It's turning, coming straight

for me, am taking evasive action, I can hardl..

Staxton: 94? Come in 94, are you receiving.

A radar operator who had been tracking the Lightning

and the mystery object watched in disbelief. The 2 blips

merged into one, decelerating rapidly from over 500mph

until they became stationary 6,000ft over the North Sea

140 miles out from Alnwick. Shortly afterwards the sin-

gle blip separated into 2, one maintaining its southerly

heading at 600mph, the other turning to head north-west

and vanishing at a speed later calculated to be around

20,400mph. While all this was going on a Shackleton was

ordered to hold station around Flamborough Head. Then

Staxton Wold re-established contact with Capt Schaffner.

Staxton: 94 what is your condition?

Schaffner: Not too good, I feel kinda dizzy. I can see

shooting stars. The compass is useless, can you

bring me in GCP.

Staxton: Er... Hold station, 94 over.

HQ sTc had instructed Staxton Wold to request

Schaffner to ditch his Lightning off Flamborough. It

appears the reason for the decision to ditch was a fear that

the Lightning had somehow become “contaminated” dur-

ing its mystery interception over the North Sea. The

Shackleton watched the Lightning ditch and called for a

helicopter. The crew noticed the canopy up but could not

see the pilot. On their next pass, they called that the air-

craft was sinking fast but the canopy had been closed

again, The search for the pilot involved the Shackleton, a

Whirlwind from Leconfield and several lifeboats but the

pilot was not found. On 7 Oct 70, divers from HMS

Keddleston inspected the wreckage and said that Capt

Schaffner’s body was still in the cockpit. But when the

wreckage was brought to the surface, there was no trace

of Capt Schaffner. Just an empty cockpit.

The wreckage was taken in some secrecy to RAF

Binbrook. The ejector seat seemed to be “wrong” and

there was a suspicion among the investigators that it was

not the one fitted to the aircraft when it took off. At the

end of the day the investigation team was told that as

nothing useful had been discovered, their job was over.

They were all called into the main office at Farnborough

and told in no uncertain terms that they were not to dis-

cuss any aspect of the ditching. The reason was simple -

national security.

March 1994
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That dramatic story is how a major regional news-

paper described the loss of one of our Lightnings.

The Lightning was popular with the Humberside

population and this article would undoubtedly

have attracted interest. In contrast, this is the

RAF's version of events:

The pilot of the accident aircraft was a USAF -

exchange officer who had completed 2 tours on the

USAF F102 all weather fighter. He had accumulated

121 hours on the Lightning, of which 18 were at

night. He had been declared Limited Combat Ready

after only 8 weeks on the Sqn; this unusually short

period of time was based on his previous experience

as well as his performance thus far on the Lightning.

The limitation on his operational status was partial-

ly due to the requirement to complete all the stages

of visident profiles; at the time of the accident, he

_ was qualified in 2 of the 3 phases of visident, which

meant that he would be capable of carrying out

shadowing and shepherding tasks, only if he was in

visual contact with the target.

The Sqn was participating in a Taceval at RAF

Binbrook and the Sqn Cdr had authorised this pilot

to participate, in the belief that he would not be

involved in a shadowing or shepherding mission.

However, unbeknown to the Stn or Sqn, the Taceval

team had just changed the exercise scenario from

normal interceptions to shadowing or shepherding

on slow speed low-flying targets. The targets were

Shackletons flying at 160kts at the minimum autho-

rised height of 1,500ft.”

After maintaining one hour at cockpit readiness, the

pilot was scrambled. While he was taxying, the

scramble was cancelled and he returned to the dis-

persal, ordering fuel only and no turnround servic-

ing. This was contrary to standing instructions and

the engineering officer ordered a full turnround.

The turnround was delayed and, during this delay,

the pilot was warned that he would be scrambled as

soon as he was ready. He told the groundcrew to

expedite the servicing but started his engines and

taxied before the servicing was complete. He got air-

borne at 2030Z.

The pilot climbed to FL 100 and was handed over to

GCI; he was then given a shadowing task against a

160kt target at 1,500ft. At a range of 28nm, he was

told to accelerate to M0.95 in order to expedite the

take over from another Lightning. He called that he

was in contact with the lights but would have to

manoeuvre to slow down; his voice sounded

strained as though he was being affected by ‘g’. His

aircraft was seen by the other Lightning pilot; it

appeared to be about 2,000yds astern and 500-

1,000ft above the Shackleton, in a port turn. The

Shackleton crew then saw the aircraft, apparently

very low. Shortly afterwards, the Lightning pilot

failed to acknowledge instructions and emergency

procedures were initiated. A search by the

Shackleton, and a further air/sea search the follow-

ing day, failed to detect any trace of the aircraft or

pilot.

The wreckage was located nearly 2 months later

with surprisingly little damage. The canopy was

attached, but not closed, and there was no sign of

the pilot. The aircraft appeared to have struck the

sea at a low speed, planed on the surface and come

to rest comparatively slowly.

The ejection seat handle had been pulled to the full

extent allowed by the interrupter link in the main

gun sear. (The interrupter link ensures that the seat

does not fire unless the canopy has gone). The

canopy gun sear had been withdrawn but the car-

tridge had not been struck with sufficient force to

fire it (during servicing, the firing unit had been

incorrectly seated because of damaged screw

threads). The canopy had been opened normally,

the ORB was undone, as was the PEC, and the PSP

lanyard had been released from the life jacket.

It was concluded that the difficult task, carried out

in rushed circumstances, combined with a lack of

training in this profile, led to the pilot failing to

monitor his height while slowing down. He had

inadvertently flown into the sea but had attempted

to recover the situation by selecting reheat; this was

ineffective with the tail skimming the water. He

attempted to eject, but this was unsuccessful due to

the canopy failing to jettison. He then manually

abandoned the aircraft, but was never found. He

was, therefore, presumed to have drowned during

or after his escape.

Wing Commander Spry says

There are a number of points which axe raised by

this article, the first of which is do not believe all

you read in the newspapers! Among the serious

points to consider are the distractions and stress

caused by the false scramble and interrupted turn-

round, as well as the supervisory failuxe of allow-

ing a LCR pilot to participate in a "Taceval by

night. Close supervision during exercise condi-

tions, in a single seat environment, is almost

impossible. Minimum qualificatiox1s are laid

down for a reason!

Aia Clues 105
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LOOSE MINUTE

D/DPR/325/1/1

10 Mar 93

Dep _ Hd F

Copy to:

DPO (RAF)

LOSS OF LIG ING XS 894

Reference:

A. D/AHB(RAF)8/10 dated 9 Mar 93 (not to DPO(RAF).

1. Reference asked for comment on your draft reply to Sky TV.
I am entirely happy with your form of words.

2. Perhaps ‘RAF Bimbroke’ (sic) exists on some alternative
Earth?

DDPR (RAF)
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LOOSE MINUTE 
Ir Chard subjut &

D/AHB (RAF) 8/10 aomendononks - fe atic
Abo abide Probe ve belwe

9 Mar GS fhe ps nme wn Oa

/3

$3 OF HTNI 4

~ Ref As D/DFRCRAF) 325/171 LM dated 27 Jan 93

Ref Bs: D/AHE(RAF) 8/27/71 LM dated 1 Feb 93

1. You will remember, I am sure, our recent exchange at

Refs A & B concerning the loss of Capt Schaffner USAF in

XS894, Unfortunately SKY Television are doing a documentary

on UFOs, and they picked up on the Evening Telegraph story

and have asked me to supply them with further information

(gee attached). I thought it best that you both be aware

of SEY’s interast in thie alrecraft, and indeed the subject

in general.

2. I should aleo be grateful if you would both indicate that

you are content that my attached draft reply toa

does not give any hostages to fortune. Sorry to inflict this

om you, but we must do our best to bring SKY back down to

garth!

Sect Hd AHB CRAF)



3 March,1993

pear

One of my colleagues spoke on the phone (Wed) about a

television documentary we’re making for SKY TV about UFO’s.

I was particularly interested in the case of the English

Electric Lightning (xS894) that was ditched into the North

Sea on the 8th September 1970 after being scrambled from

RAF Bimbroke in Lincolnshire.

I’d be grateful if you could supply me with any information

about the incident.

Yours sincerely,

SKY TELEVISION PLC
HEAD OFFICE: 6 CENTAURS BUSINESS PARK GRANT WAY iSLEWORTH MIDDLESEX TW? 5QD

TELEPHONE 071-782 3000 FAX 071-782 3030



DRAFT

Sky News Features

Sky Television Qur Reference

BD/AHBE CRAP) 8/10

Thank you for your letter of 3 March 1993 concerning the

accident to the above aircraft and the death of Captain

Ww 0 Schafner USAF. tae ae Sa ‘ Hy pe

Wiese that the aircraft took off from RAF Binbrook at
approximately 2925 haure Greenwich Mean Time to take part
in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise involving the interception,

shadowing and shepherding of low speed targets.

The target aircraft in thie case was a Royal Air Force

Shackleton maritime recennalasance aircraft flying at 1500

feet off the north east coast. Capt Schatner was vectored

ante the target and reperted that he was in visual conact,

but not further meggages were received and it was

gubsequently eatablished that the alrcraft had crashed

into the sea. Capt Schafner apparently abandoned the

aircraft after it hit the sea, but despite a prolonged search

he was never found and is presumed to have drowned.

E43 avet—e Ph sort : There is
absolutely +ne evidence of any "unidentified aircraft" having
been encountered, nor ig there any reason to suppose that

there is any UFO connection with what remaing a tragic

accident.

DRAFT
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FLIGHT OF

FOXTROT 94 TONY DODD

y)

THE FATAL FLIGHT OF

FOXTROT 94

axa Vord was one of a chain of

British radar stations who's task

was to scan the skies and guard

against intrusion from unidentified air-

craft approaching from the North Sea or

the sensitive ‘Iceland Gap’. The year was

1970 when the cold war was at its height

with Russian aircraft making regular flights

into the North Atlantic to test reaction

from NATO fighters.

At 8.17pm. on the night of September 8th

1970, a radar operator at Saxa Vord

picked up a contact of an unidentified

aircraft over the North Sea between the

Shetlands and Norway.

The contact was monitored for several

minutes at a steady speed of 630mph at

37,000f on a south-westerly heading.

The contact was then seen to turn 30

degrees to head due south with its speed

increasing to 900mph and its altitude

lifting to 44,000f.

In accordance with normal procedure Saxa

Vord flashed a message to the quick-

reaction-flight at RAF Leuchers on the

east coast of Scotland. Two Lightning

intercepters were scrambled within min-

utes and headed out across the North Sea.

So far it had been a routine scramble, but

it was then that the radar plotters on the

Shetland Isles saw something on their

screens which left them amazed. The

contact which had been travelling atspeeds

consistent with Russian warplanes had

turned through 180 degrees and within

seconds had disappeared from the screens.

Later they calculated the speed of the

object at 17,400mph. .

During the next hour the mystery contact

reappeared several times, and each time the

Lightnings were sent to investigate, but the

object turned and disappeared again.

By this time two F4 Phantoms of the US Air

Force had been scrambled from Keflavik in

Iceland and with their sophisticated radar

were able to track the intruder themselves.

As they attempted to close on the object they

found that they had no more success than the

Lightnings.

The cat and mouse game was now causing

alarm to NATO commanders. The alert had

reached such a level that the contact was

being monitored by the Ballistic Missile

Early Warning station at Fylingdales, also

with a second BMEWS in Greenland. The -

North American

At9.39pm radar controllers picked up the

contact again. This time its speed was

decelerating to 1,300mph which was al-

most the limit of the Lightnings and Phan-

toms. It was at this time holding an altitude

of 18,000ft and heading southwest, off the

northern tip of Denmark.

Two more Lightnings were scrambled

from RAF Leuchars to patrol northeast of

Aberdeen and a further two from RAF

Coltishall in Norfolk. The contact was

now between these two lines of fighters.

While this was taking place, Fylingdales

were informed that Strategic Air Com-

mand HQ at Omaha, Nebraska, was or-

dering its B52 bombers into the air.

The order could have only come from the

Air Defence Net-

work at Cheyenne

Mountain and the

US Detection and

Tracking Centre at

Colorado Springs

also became in-

volved in the inci-

dent.

During this time the

Lightnings and

Phantoms made re-

peated attempts to

get close to the ob-

ject, but as they

approached it dis-

appeared off the

radar screens.

Eventually the

Lightnings were or-

dered back to base

whilst the Phantoms

continued to patrol.

PAGES UFO MAGAZINE >> Vol 11 No4



highest level. What had started as a rou-

tine sighting of a Russian aircraft had now

reached the White House and presum-

ably President Richard Nixon.

At this time NORAD was informed that a

US pilot of great experience was presently

on an exchange visit with the RAF at

Binbrook, the north Lincolnshire fighter

base near Grimsby. Enquires were made

and it was discovered that the pilot was on

station, and by coincidence, ‘Flight Avail-

able’,

out one aircraft, flown by Captain

Schaffner. The Americans wanted one of

their own men present when the object was

eventually cornered.

Captain Schaffner was sitting in the crew

room of 5 Squadron when the call came

from High Wycombe. Schaffner was still

in his flying suit, after returning earlier

that evening from a training sortie in one

of the squadron's aircraft. When the call

came Schaffner ran out of the building

across the runway towards two Lightnings

which- were standing virtually

One of the men on the ground crew at the

time was Brian Mann of Grimsby, who

was driving one of the fuel bowsers. He

remembers XS894 being refuelled at a

rate of 150 gallons per minute, when

suddenly the aircraft engines started. He

said, "The windows of the tanker almost

went in, I took off the hoses and got out

of the way." Mr. Mann remembered

Captain Schaffner disregarding the ground

marshal, who was the eyes and ears of the

pilot on the ground, as he swung the

Lightning round.

ONE OF THE LIGHTNINGS FROM THE ILL-FATED SQUADRON.
COURTESY: GRIMSBY EVENING TELEGRAPH

At 9.45pm a request was made from the

highest level within NORAD through

Strike Command's UK Headquarters at

High Wycombe, for RAF Binbrook to

send Captain William Schaffner to join

.the Lightnings search for the mystery

object. By this time four Lightnings, two

Phantoms and three tankers were already

airborne and they were joined by a

Shackleton from Kinloss which was or-

dered to patrol on a north-south heading at

3,000ft 10 miles from the east coast.

Binbrook's QRA Lightnings were being

held in reserve but it was decided to send

ready for flight. One XS894, was in the

process of having its fuel tanks topped up.

Schaffner climbed the ladder into the air-

craft and hauled himself into the cockpit.

He waved aside the ground crews who were

expected to carry our pre-flight checks,

ordered the refuelling to stop and failed to

sign the regulation form stating that he was

happy with the aircraft.

The aircraft was armed with two Red Top

air-to-air missiles, one was armed, the

other a dummy. The aircraft's guns had

enough 30mm canon shells for a six-second

burst.

At 10.06pm the aircraft blasted off

Binbrook'’s runway into the night sky.

Those on the ground saw it disappear with

a sheet of flame from its twin tail pipes as

it headed out over the North Sea.

By now the mystery contact which had

lead to five Lightnings, two Phantoms,

three tankers and a Shackleton being scram-

bled was being tracked by radar control-

lers at Staxton Wold, which stands on

high ground overlooking Scarborough.

The contact was flying parallel to the east

coast 90 miles east of Whitby, at a speed

of 530mph and an altitude of 6, 100f.

UFO MAGAZINE >> Vol 11 No4 PAGE $



What follows next is drawn from informa-

tion given to the Grimsby Evening Tel-

egraph newspaper who broke the story

and was reported as being an official

transcript of the conversation between

Captain Schaffner and the radar station at

Staxton Wold.

Schaffner: I have visual contact, repeat

visual contact. Over.

Staxton: Can you identify aircraft type?

Schaffner: Negative, nothing recognis-

able, no clear outlines. There is bluish

Staxton: Is it part of the object or independ-

ent? Over. ;

Schaffner: Negative, nothing.

Staxton: Can you assess the rate...?

Schaffner: Contact in descent, gentle. Am

going with it... 50 no about 70... it’s lev-

elled out again.
>

Staxton: Is the ball object still with it. Over.

Schaffner: Affirmative. It's not actually

connected... maybe a magnetic attraction to

North Sea.

Two and a half minutes after the blip came

to a halt it started accelerating rapidly to

600mph and climbing to 9000ft, heading

south towards Staxton.

Shortly afterwards, the single blip sepa-

rated into two. One maintaining it's south-

erly heading, somewhat erratically, -at

about 600mph and descending slowly, the

other turning through 180 degrees to head

north westerly and vanishing at a speed

later calculated to be around 20,400mph.

TRACKING THE UNIDENTIFIED OBJECTS

- COURTESY: GRIMSBY EVENING TELEGRAPH

light. Hell that's bright... very bright.

Staxton: Are your instruments function-

ing 94, Check compass. Over.

Schaffner: Affirmative, GCI I'm along

side of it now, maybe 600ft off my... It's

-aconical shape, jeeze that's bright, it hurts

my eyes to look at it for more than a few

seconds,

Staxton: How close are you now?

Schaffner: About 400ft he's still in my

three o'clock. Hey wait... there's some-

thing else. It's like a large soccer ball...

It's like it's made of glass.

the conical shape. There's a haze of light

Ye’ow... it's within that haze. Wait a sec-

ond, it's turning... coming straight for me...

shit... am taking evasive action... a few...

I can hardly...

Staxton: Come in 94. Foxtrot 94 are you

receiving? Over, come in.

As the controller lost contact with Captain

Schaffner, a radar operator who had been

tracking the Lightning and the mystery

object watched in amazement. The two

blips on the screen representing the aircraft

and it's quarry, slowly merged into one.

Decelerating rapidly from 500mph until

they became stationary 6000ft above the

At this time a Shackleton which had been

on patrol off the Firth of Forth was or-

dered to hold station around Flamborough

Head. Then Staxton Wold re-established

contact with Captain Schaffner.

Schaffner: GCI... are you receiving?

Over.

Staxton: Affirmative 94, loud and clear.

What is your condition?

Schaffner: Not too good. I can't think

what has happened... I feel kind of dizzy...

I can see shooting stars.

Staxton: Can you see you instruments?

Over.

PAGE 6
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Schaffner: Affirmative, buter... the com-~-

pass is u/s...

Staxton: Foxtrot 94, turn 043 degrees.

Over.

Schaffner: Er... all directional instru-

ments are out. Repeat u/s. Over.

Staxton: Roger 94, execute right turn,

estimate quarter turn. Over.

Schaffner: Turning now.

Staxton: Come further 94. That's good, is

your altimeter functioning? Over.

Schaffner: Affirmative GCI.

Staxton: 94 is ditching. Can you maintain a

wide circuit? Over.

Shackleton: Affirmative GCI. Over.

Staxton: Thanks 77. Standby 94 execute

ditching procedure at your discretion. Over.

Schaffner: Descending now, GCI. Over.

A period of six to seven minutes elapsed

without contact, then suddenly.

Shackleton: He's down GCI. Hell of a

splash... he's down in one piece though. ~

Over.

A further two minutes elapsed.

Shackleton: GCI. Over.

Staxton: Receiving you 77. Over.

Shackleton: This is odd GCI, she's

sinking fast, but the canopy'sclosed again.

Staxton: Can you confirm the pilot clear

of the aircraft? 7

Shackleton: He's not in it. We can con-

firm that. He must be in the water some-

where.

Staxton: Any distress signals

or flares? Over.

Staxton: Descend to 3,500ft.
Over. °

Schaffner: Roger GCI.

Staxton: What's your fuel state

94? Over.

Schaffner: About 30 per cent

GCcl.

Staxton: That's what we calcu-

lated. Can you tell us what

happened 94?

Schaffner: | don't know, it

came inclose... Ishutmy eyes...

I figure I must have blacked out

for a few seconds.

Staxton: OK 94. Standby.

At this time the Shackleton ar-

rived over Flamborough and

began circling before XS894

Shackleton: Negative GCI,

we're going round again. Over.

Ashorttime later the Shackleton

was back in contact with Staxton

Wold.

Shackleton: She's sunk GCI,

there's a slight wake where she

was, still no sign of the pilot. 1

say again GCI, we need a

chopper fast. Over.

Staxton: A whirlwind’s on it’s

way from Leconfield, are you

positive you saw no sign of the

pilot. Over.

Shackleton: Nothing GCI. The

first pass we assumed he was

un-strapping. He must have

got out as we went round for

the second pass, but why shut

the canopy? Over.

was vectored into the area by

Staxton controllers.

Schaffner: Can you bring me in GCI?

Staxton: Er... Hold station, 94. Over...

Foxtrot 94 can you ditch the aircraft?

Over.

Schaffner; She's handling fine. I can

bring her in. Over.

Staxton: Negative 94. I repeat, can you

ditch the aircraft? Over.

Schaffner: Yeah... I guess.

Staxton: Standby 94. Over. Oscar 77.
Over.

Shackleton 77: Receiving. Over.

Staxton: Can you see the pilot yet? Over.

Shackleton: Negative, were going round

again, pulling a tight one. Over.

Two minutes elapsed.

Shackleton: The canopy’s up... she's float-

ing OK... can’t see the pilot, we need a

chopper out here GCI. No sign of the pilot,

where the hell is he?

Staxton: You sure he's not in the water?

Check your SABRE receptions. Over. (Note:

Sabre was the search and rescue beacon

carried by all RAF aircrew)

Shackleton: No SABRE yet, no flares

either. Hang on we're going round again.

Staxton: That's what we were

thinking. Maintain patrol 77, he must be

out there somewhere.

Shackleton: Roger GCI.

A short time later the search and rescue

helicopter arrived and a systematic search

of the area began. Lifeboats from

Bridlington, Filey and Flamborough ar-

rived and joined in the search as the

weather began to deteriorate. The search

continued overnight and into the next day,

without success and without receiving any

transmissions from the beacons carried by

the pilot and no distress flares were seen at

any time.

The following day the Evening Telegraph

reported that flares had been seen about 10

miles off shore and the Grimsby trawler
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Ross Kestrel which had been in the area

had gone to investigate, but found noth-

ing. ;

The missing pilot was not found and at that

time no wreckage from the aircraft had

been located. Three weeks later the

Evening Telegraph reported that the fu-

selage of the aircraft had been located on

the sea-bed and quoted that the ejector

seat was still in the aircraft giving rise to

the belief that the body of the pilot was still

in the aircraft.

On October 7th, divers from HMS

Kiddleston inspected the wreckage and

said that Captain Schaffner's body was

still in the cockpit. But that was the start

of the biggest mystery of all. When the

aircraft was brought to the surface and

returned to Binbrook, there was no trace

of Captain Schaffner, the cockpit was

empty.

The wreckage was eventually lifted from

the sea some five miles from Flamborough

Head and transported in some secrecy to

RAF Binbrook.

Air crashes in the North Sea in those days

were relatively common and much of the

wreckage found its way into Grimsby

where the Evening Telegraph

reporters were on hand

to record the event,

but not with

XS894.

BINBROOK

It was also common practice for crashed

aircraft to be taken to the MoD Crash

Investigation Branch at Farnborough where

detailed examination took place in an at-

tempt to find the cause of accidents, but this

didn't happen with XS894. Instead, the

remains of the aircraft, which were in good

condition, were taken straight to Binbrook

where it was placed behind shutters in a

hangar at the far corner of the base.

The Accident Investigation team from Farn

borough arrived at Binbrook in the belief

that they were about to start a detailed_

investigation, one which would lead to a

report to the Ministry of Defence to assist

with the eventual board of enquiry, but they

were in for a surprise.

They were amazed to find that many of the

cockpit instruments were missing. These

included the E2B compass, voltmeter,

standby direction indicator, standby inverter

indicator and the complete auxiliary warn-

ing panel from the starboard side of the

cockpit, below the voltmeter. This was a

serious breach of regulations and although

the investigation team were told the instru-

ments would be returned shortly, they never

were.

The investigators found there was a

revolting fusty smell in the

cockpit while the whole

aircraft still had

aslimy feel

SECOND

SIGHTING

to it following its month's immersion in

the North Sea.

The ejector seat also seemed to be wrong’,

and there was a suspicion that it was not

the original one fitted to the aircraft when

it had taken off on its last flight from

Binbrook. They were given assurances by

the officer commanding 5 Squadron that

the seat had not been tampered with, but

some of the investigators were not con-

vinced.

Brian McConnell, a former sergeant who

was serving at Binbrook at the time of the

incident, said that the cartridge on the seat

had failed because of faulty installation,

but this contradicted the story of the

Shackleton crew who stated that they had

seen the cockpit open. Had any attempt

been made to fire the ejector seat, the

cockpit canopy would have blown off. It

also comes into conflict with the order

Captain Schaffner received instructing

him to ditch his aircraft, even though he

stated that the Lightning was still handling

fine with plenty of fuel left.

When the accident investigators were

eventually allowed to examine the plane,

they were constantly supervised by five

civilians, two of whom were Americans.

After a few hours, the investigators were

told that as nothing useful had been found,

“their job was over.””

The following day, they were summoned

to the main office at Farnborough and told

in no uncertain terms that they were not to

discuss any aspect of the ditching of

XS894, even with their own families. The

reason given? ‘‘National Security.’

No further information has been forth-

coming and the investigation file is still

classified. When we recently contacted

the Ministry of Defence, we were in-

formed that the incident had been an

unfortunate accident and that there was

nothing related to UFOs being involved.

Enquiries were made through our own

channels and we were informed that the

aircraft had eventually been taken to

Kirkland Air Force Base in America.

When questioned about this, the Ministry

of Defence spokesman said that this was

quite possible and not unusual because the

pilot of the aircraft had been American.

This in no way inferred that the MoD were

admitting that the aircraft had been sent to

America.

When the story first appeared in the

Grimsby Evening Telegraph, Pat Otter,

PAGES
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the Editor and author of the story was

amazed by the response he received from

the public, He was contacted by a member

of the accident investigation team who

had been sent to examine the aircraft, (ne

related the earlier account).

People came forward who reported that

they had personally witnessed UFOs in

the area on the date of the incident. Two

pilots who had been flying Lightnings on

the night of the incident came forward and

gave their own account of the incident.

They were “Mike Streten, a former 5
Squadron CO, and Furz Lloyd, a very

experienced Lightning pilot.

airborne early warning Shackleton from 8

Squadron based at Lossiemouth. A crew

member reported that he had last seen the

navigation lights of the Lightning passing to

the rear and below his aircraft. The Light-

ning pilot, Capt. William Schaffner was an

experienced USAF pilot who had recently

joined 5 Squadron. Immediately following

the pilot's failure to acknowledge radio

transmissions from both the Shackleton and

ground control a search was initiated.

**No trace was found and the immediate

search was called off for the night. The

following morning, a comprehensive search |

was mounted, but no wreckage, oil slicks or

other tell tale signs of the missing pilot were

found. It was not until two months later that

ans

‘From my own flying experience night

flying over the North Sea, with stars above

and lights of fishing boats below, disorien-

tation affected all pilots from time to time.

‘“‘The evidence indicated that Capt.

Schaffner had most likely suffered from

this since the only way the aircraft would

have hit the sea without breaking up was

from hitting it at a slow speed and ata very

shallow glance angle, most probably plan-

ing over it as he rapidly decelerated. It is

a matter of fact that the only way the

canopy could be opened and remain with

the aircraft was if the aircraft was doing

less than 150 Knots or so. Therefore the

most likely situation that the pilot found

himself in was the nightmare of having hit

THE WRECKAGE OF THE LIGHTNING AIRCRAFT RETRIEVED

COURTESY: GRIMSBY EVENING TELEGRAPH

Mike Streten stated:

“On the night of the loss of Foxtrot 94,

September 8th 1970. I was night flying

with 23 Squadron, based at Leuchars. I

remember the initial report of the loss of

the aircraft well; at that stage lonly knew

that the pilot was missing and I knew that

Binbrook was undergoing its annual Tac-

tical Evaluation. The immediate facts we

were able to glean on that fateful night

were that the pilot had been shadowing an

a Royal Navy mine sweeper found the

aircraft virtually intact at the bottom of the

sea, f

“Il remember the reports on the aircraft

well, the aircraft was effectively in one

piece. What was very unusual, however,

_was that the canopy was still attached to the

aircraft and all the ejector seat straps and the

seat dinghy were still in the aircraft. There

was no trace of the pilot whatsoever.

e

the sea while trying to recover from slow

speed situation.

‘With the aircraft on the sea and sinking

rapidly, the quickest way out would have

been to open the canopy, unstrap and

disconnect the seat dinghy lanyard thereby

relying on the life jacket for floatation and

subsequently for the manual activation of

the SABRE emergency beacon (contained

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
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Around the time of the incident involv-

ing XS894 many reports of UFOs were

being received by the local police and

coast guards in the Bridlington area. The

following are two such reports. Mrs. Jill

Cooper of Bridlington informed me that

she remembers her sighting as if it had

been yesterday.

“She stated that 20 years ago she had been

working in her kitchen when her four-

year-old son who was playing in the back

garden, came running into the house very

excited insisting that she go out into the

garden to see the strange objects in the

sky. She said: ‘When I got outside I could

see bright things in the sky, but it wasn't

until I got my binoculars that I could see

six saucer-shaped objects. They were me-

tallic silver in colour and at the centre of

each of themwere orange swirlingflames.‘

She stated that each of the objects were

approximately three inches in diameter at

arms length. She estimates that she was no

more than half-a-mile from the hovering

objects. She watched them for approxi-

mately five minutes, but returned into the

house to answer the telephone.On the

night of September 8th 1970, a couple and

their daughter were waking their dog

along a coastal path at Almouth

Bay,Northumberland.

‘This was almost opposite the point over

the North Sea where Schaffner made his

interception, when they saw and heard

something strange:

'We had been walkingfor approximately 10

minutes when we heard a high pitched

humming noise.’ ‘‘They later told the MoD

PILOT BOARDING LIGHTNING

personnel... ‘The dog kept cocking her head
to one side and growling. It seemed impos-

sible to tell from which direction the noise

was coming, it seemed everywhere. It lasted

for about 10 - 15 seconds.

‘About five minutes later the eastern sky lit

up rather like sheet lightning, only it took

‘that night to the police and RAF at nearby

/ nomenon, or could there be another ex-

about 10 seconds to die down again. Over

the following three minutes this happened

many times, but it was only visible for a

second or two at a time. It appeared

similar to the Northern Lights. The whole

spectacle was completely silent. After two

or three minutes, there was another flare
up of the sheet lightning.’

“The family called in at the local Police

Station to report what they had seen and ©

heard.”’

Their's was one of many similar reports

Boulmer. The time and location fit in

exactly with the events going on 60 miles

south at Staxton Wold. They could have

been watching some kind of natural phe-

planation? What do you think?

If any reader has any additional informa-

tion in relation to this incident, I would be

very pleased to hear from them.

My grateful thanks to Roy Otter of the

Grimsby Evening Telegraph who has pro-

vided a great deal of material and co-

operated fully in this case, which needless

to say is still ongoing.

Copyright: Quest International. 1993

ALIENS IN ENGLAND

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

overhead and we all turned our heads. On

turning to see more of this Avebury

apparition we found it had vanished,

though there was nowhere for it to have

gone! (FIG. 4]

A 'SUIT OF MANY COLOURS'

One afternoon in May 1973, about 4.00pm,

a girl named Fay, aged seven, together with

a young boy, claimed to have seen a seven-

foot tall figure wearing a green tunic and

red collar. The figure also had a yellow

pointed hat with knob and antennae and was

holding what looked a microphone. The

incident occurred

close to disused

Sandown Airport on

the Isle of Wight. The

figure then disap-

peared close to an old

hut.

TRIANGULAR
ALIENS?

Julian Garside, then

sixteen years of age,

was driven home from

work on a friend's

motor-bike on 20th

September, 1973. As

they passed Stainland

Woods, between Hud-

dersfield and Halifax,

Julian noticed three

bright triangular lights. He tapped his
friend on the shoulder and they stopped to

look. They both saw three triangular

"shapes’, yellowish-white and around five

feet tall, ‘gliding’ uphill through the woods.

Though scared, they followed, and as they

did so, the ‘entities’ speeded up; This

wood runs about half-a-mile uphill and

when they reached the top, the figures had

disappeared. However, above the hill was

around, orange light shaped like a road-

crossing beacon, and as they watched, it

moved away. One strange thing that both

commented on was that there was a strong

smell resembling engine oil, which seems

completely incompatible with either al-

iens, ghosts or UFOs!

Copyright: Norman Oliver. 1992.
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LOOSE MINUTE

D/AHB (RAF) 8/27

1 Feb 95

PDPRIRAF)

Copy ta:

2

O88 DF UIGHTINING <S So

Rat QMSA TSS it uit dated 27 Jan 2

4. You asked at reference for any information relating to

the loss of XS$694 and its pilot, Capt Schafner USAF.

2, Enclosed for your delectation and delight ars copies of

the aircraft accident card, and extracts fram the Fao

Operations Record Books of the various units involved. The

documents tend to indicate that there is NO mystery, and that

it is the age old problem of pilots handling sigh performance

aireraft close to the sea on an unfamiliar task. Clearly,

however, the Evening Telegraph's could easily make

a living writing SF novels!

ect Hd AWB CRAF )



+
“

et ag!

LO°°TM MINUTE

D/Sec(AS)12/6

28 Jan 93

DDPR(RAF)

Copy to:

ABB -

LOSS OF LIGHTNING XS894

Ref A: D/DPR/325/1/1 dated 27 Jan 93

1. Thank you for your minute at Reference, and for sending the articles

from the Evening Telegraph.

2. Following the publication of these articles last year, I had a number of

enquiries from UFO organisations and researchers. As a result I tracked down

the original Board of Inquiry papers relating to the crash, and made a thorough

study of the whole incident.

3. As you recognise, this accident predated the Military Aircraft Accident

Summary procedure. I have not found any official published statement on the

crash, but given the time that has elapsed, I am not surprised.

4. In response to the questions that were put to me, I produced some

unclassified sentences setting out what happened to the aircraft. I have

attached one of my letters, which can be drawn upon in response to any queries

that you receive. Notwithstanding all the stories about the loss of this

aircraft, there is no UFO story here!

5. Please let me know if you require anything further.

Sec(AS)2a



LAY.

BSection 40) | Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room ° oo

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)

(Switchboard)

(Fax)

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3

Date

2 November 1992

Your letter dated 20 October to RAF West Drayton, in which you asked about the
crash of an RAF Lightning on 8 September 1970, has been passed to this office.

I have done some research into the loss of the aircraft, and have discovered
that it was taking part in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise designed to practise
the night shadowing and shepherding of low speed targets. For the purpose of
the exercise, the targets involved were Shackleton aircraft. The Lightning
crashed into the sea while attempting to intercept one of the Shackletons.
There is no indication of any "unidentified aircraft" having been encountered
and no reason to suggest that there is any sort of UFO incident in any way
connected with this tragic crash.

’

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your research.

4

Vowes S, nec ;



LOOSE MINUTE

D/DPR/325/1/1

27 Jan 93

Copy to:

ao - ED
LOSS OF LIGHTNING XS 894

1. I have recently been sent the attached cuttings from the

Evening Telegraph relating to the loss of Lightning XS 894 and
its pilot in 1970. It makes fascinating reading!

2. Do we have a line on this? I do not believe we issued
Military Aircraft Accident Summaries in those days, but
presumably we did have some cleared statement on the mystery.

DDPR (RAF)



minutes were airborne and head-
ing out over the North Sea.

’ After checking the position of
their tanker, a’ Victor KiA, the
two fighters were guided north
by Saxa Vord. So far it was a
routine scramble: for what was
then assumed to be a Russian
Bear or Badger, the long-range
reconnaisance aircraft used to

Seeerers)

test the nerves of the Royal Air.
Force. .
But it was then that the radar

plotters on the Shetland Islands:
saw something on their screens
which they found impossible to
believe.

During the next hour the

mystery contact ‘reappeared
several times, approaching from
the north. Each time the Light-.
nings were sent north to inter-.

. cept, it turned and disappeared

again.

By now two F4 Phantoms of
the US Air Force had been scram-
bled from the American base at:
Keflavik in Iceland. They had
much more sophisticated radar
than the British Lightnings and
were able to pick up the mystery

contact themselves.
But when they, too, tried to get

close cnough to identify what was

at_ Cheyenne Mountain and the

US Detection and Tracking Cen-
. tre at Colorado Springs.

In the meantime, the cat-and-
mouse game: over the’ North Sea
between the Lightnings and
Phantoms and the mystery con-
tact was still going on. Then, at
21.05 after the fighters had made
yet another abortive attempt to
get close, the contact vanished off

- the radar screens.

The Lightnings were ordered to
return to ‘Leuchars while the

Phantoms were instructed to
carry out a Combat Air Patrol to
the east of Iceland.

The radar stations and airbases put on alert by the first contacts

that night. ;

Then, at 21.39, radar controllers
picked up the contact again, This
time its speed was declerating to

1,300mph — almost the limit of

both the Lightnings and Phan-~
toms —- at a holding altitude of
18,000ft. It was on a south-west- .

erly heading coming from the
direction of the Skagerrak, off the
northern tip of Denmark. |
Two more Lightnings were

scrambled from Leuchars, and
were ordered to rendezvous with
a Victor tanker and then maintain
a CAP on a_ 50-mile_ east-west

Staxton Wold radar station near Scarborough — Schafer’s link on his last mission.

front, 200 miles north-east of

Aberdeen. As a precaution. two
further Lightnings were ordered
-into the air from Coltishall in

Norfolk and, with another tanker,
to form a CAP 170 miles east of
Great Yarmouth. The contact was

somewhere between these two
lines of supersonic fighters.
While all this was going on,

RAF staff at Fylingdales. which
was in constant contact with
NORAD at Cheyenne Mountain,
heard, ominously, that the Strate-

gic Air Command HQ at Omaha.
Nebraska, was ordering its B52

bombers into the air.

It was an order which could

only have come from the highest

level. What had started us a

routine sighting of what was

believed to be a Russian aircraft,
had now reached the White

House and, presumably, Presi-

dent Richard Nixon.

ORAD was told by

officials at the Pentagon

that a USAF pilot of

great experience was
presently on an exchange visit
with the RAF and was stationed

at Binbrook, the North Lincoin-
shire fighter base a few- miles

from Grimsby.

Rapid inquiries were made and
il was discovered the pilot was on

the station and was, by coinci-
dence, “flight available”.

At around 21.45 a request was

made from a very high level

within NORAD, through Strike
Command’s UK headquarters at
High Wycombe, for RAF Bin-

brook to send Capt William
Schafer “if at all possible” to join

the QRA Lightnings looking for
the mystery contact.

By this time four Lightnings,
two Phantoms and three tankers
were already airborne and they

were joined by a Shackleton Mk3
from Kinloss, which was ordered
to patrol on a north-south head-
ing at 3,000ft, 10 miles out from
the east coast,

Binbrook’s QRA Lightnings
were being held in reserve, but it
was decided to send out a single
aircraft from the North Lincoln-
shire airfield — flown by Capt
Schafer. The Americans wanted
one of their own at the sharp end

when it came to cornering the
mystery. contact.

_@ TOMORROW: Contact over the _
North Sea.

1



_d to sign the regulativi suit oigullying ae

3 happy with the aircraft. . ;

it was armed with two Red Top air-to-air

missiles, one of which was live and the other a
dummy, and enough 30mm cannon shells for a
six-second burst. .

One of the men on the ground crew at the time
was Brian Mann of Grimsby, who was driving one
of the fuel bowsers. He remembers XS894 being
refueled at a rate of 150 gallons a minute when
suddenly the engines started. “The windows on

the tanker almost went in. I panicked, took the

Check compass. Over. a

Schafer: Affirmative, GCI. I’m alongside it now,

maybe 600ft off my... It’s a conical shape. Jeeze,
that’s bright, it hurts my eyes to look at it for
more than a few seconds.

Staxton: How close are you now? ‘
Schafer: About 400 feet. He’s still in my three

o’clock. Hey wait... there’s something else. It’s
like a large soccer ball... it’s like it’s made of
glass.

Staxton: Is it part of the object or independent?
ver.

Schafer: It...no, it’s separate from the main
body... the conical shape ... it’s at the back end,
the sharp end of the shape. It’s like bobbing up
and down and going from side to side slowly.It

may be the power source. There’s no sign of
ballistics.
Staxton: Is there any sign of occupation? Over.
Schafer: Negative, nothing.
Staxton: Can you assess the rate..?
Schafer: Contact in descent gentle. Am going’ -

with it...50...no about 70ft... it’s levelled out
again.
Staxton: Is the ball object still with it? Over.

Schafer: Affirmative. It’s not actually connec-
ted... maybe a magnetic attraction to the conical
shape. There’s a haze of light. Ye’ow ... it’s within
that haze. Wait a second, it’s turning... coming
straight for me...shit...am taking evasive ac-
tion...a few...I can hardl... ;
Staxton: 94? Come in 94. Foxtrot 94, are you

receiving? Over. Come in 94. Over.

@ NEXT INSTALMENT: Schafer ditches and dis-
appears.

@ A radar con- |
troller vectored a
shafer onto the
mystery object i



screen came to a halt i

_Started to move again,

accelerating rapidly’ to
600mph and climbing

to 9,000ft, heading

south back towards
Staxton.

Shortly afterwards,
the single lip
separated into two, one
maintaining’ its south-
erly heading, some-

-what erratically, at
between 600 and
630mph and descend-
ing slowly, the other
turning through 180
degrees to head north-
westerly and vanishing

at a speed later calcu-
lated to be around
20,400mph.
While all this was

going on, a Shackleton

MR3, which had been
on patro! off the Firth

Se

of Forth, was ordered

south to hold station
around Flamborough
Head. ms
Then, Staxton Wold -

re-established contact°
with Captain Schafer.

Schafer: GCI ... are.
you receiving? Over. -

Staxton: Affirmative
94. Loud and clear.
What is your condi-
tion? Over. :
Schafer: Not too

good. I can’t think
what has happened ....
I feel kinda dizzy ... I
can see shooting stars.

Staxton: Can you see
your ‘instruments?

ver.

Schafer: Affirmative,~
but, er... the compass
isws...

Staxton: Foxtrot 94,
ESN

_- When the Shackleton camo round again the Ligh
Mlustration by TREVOR HAARIES..

turn 043 degrees. Over.
Schafer: Er ... all

directional instruments
are out, repeat u/s.

Over.

Staxton: Roger 94,
_execute right turn, esti-
mate

Over.

Schafer:
now.

Staxton:

quarter turn.

Come fur-

ther, 94. That’s good. Is ©

your altimeter func-
. tioning? Over. ——-

Schafer: Affirmative,
GCI
’ Staxton: Descend to
3,500ft. Over.

Schafer: Roger, GCI.
-Staxton: What’s your

fuel state, 94? Over.

Schafer: About thirty
per cent, GCI.

Staxton: That’s what

tnin

Turning.

g's canopy had closed.

we calculated. Can you
tell us what happened,
94? Over. .
Schafer:: I. don’t

know. It. came in close
... IT shut my eyes...I
figure I must’ve
blacked out for a few
seconds, . :
Staxton: .OK 94.

Standby. “

At this ‘stage the
Shackleton arrived
over Flamborough
Head and began cir:
cling before XS894 was
vectored into the area
by the Staxton con-

trollers.

Schafer: Can. you
i in, GCI?

Over. :
Staxton: Er ... Hold

’ station, 94. Over.
Several minutes then

Over. Oscar 77. Over.
Shackleton: 77. Over.
Staxton: 94 is ditching.

Can you maintain wide

circuit? Over.
Shackleton: Affirma-

tive GCI. Over.

Staxton: Thanks’ 77.
Standby. 94, execute

- ditching procedure at.
~ your discretion. Over.

Schafer: Descending:
now, GCI. Over.
Between’ six and.

seven minutes then
elapsed. .

Shackleton: He’s
down, GCI. Hell of a

splash ... he’s down in
one piece though. Over.

Staxton: Can you see.
the pilot yet? Over.

Shackleton: Nega-
tive. We’re going round
again, pulling a tight

one.

Two minutes later:
Shackleton: The can-

opy’s up ... she’s float-
ing OK ... can’t see the
pilot. We need _a chop-
per out here, GCI. No,

“sno sign of the pilot.:
Where the hell is he?

Staxton: You sure he’s
not in the water, 77?
Check your SABRE
receptions. Over. (Note:
SABRE was the search
and rescue beacon car-
ried by all RAF
aircrew).

enre:

A haney

the crew of the ‘Shack-
leton were back in con-|
tact with Staxton Wold.
Shackleton: She’s

sunk, GCI.- There’s a=
Slight wake where she
was. Still no sign of the
pilot. I say again, GCI,
we need a chopper
here fast. Over. ;
Staxton:

wind’s on the way from
Leconfield. Are you.
positive’ you. saw no.

- sign of the pilot? Over.

,

Shackleton: Nothing
GCI. The first pass we
assumed he was
unstrapping. He must

have got out
went round for a
second pass but
why shut the canopy? |
Over. -

Staxton: That’s what

‘we were thinking,.
Maintain patrol 77, he
must be there some-
where. Over.
Shackleton: Roger,

GCI. Over.

Shortly afterwards
the search and rescue
Whirlwind from nearby
Leconfield ‘arrived on
the scene dnd began a”
systematic: search of

the ditching area. The

aircraft were shortly
joined by lifeboats
from Bridlington,

Flamborough and Filey

’ The radar plotters watched as the Lightning stowly went down.

‘spokesman
A Whirl-

as we.

‘Telegraph
that divers from HMS

tp ste .
wife was at Binbroo:
waiting for news of b-.

- husband. .
' But the Ministry or
Defence were doubtful
whether there would
be any good news for
her. “I don’t think he
got out of the plane,” a

told a
reporter. “No wreckage
has been found.”
Three weeks later the

Evening Telegraph re-
ported that the fuselage
of the aircraft had been
located on the seabed
‘and noted that the ejec-
tor seat was still intact
“giving rise to the
belief that the body of
the pilot is still in the’
wreckage”.

On October 7, the
reported

Keddleston
inspected the wreckage
an said Captain’s
Schafer’s body was still
in the cockpit. :
But that was the start

of the biggest mystery
of all. When the aircraft
was brought to the sur-
face and returned to
Binbrook, there was no
trace of Captain
Schafer. Just an empty
cockpit. :
@ TOMORROW: A cloak
of secrecy.

had



okg Which was in remarkauiy BooU CUnditiva,

rg were taken straight to Binbrook where it

was placed behind what appears to have
been a series of shutters in the far corner
of a hangar. :
A team from Farnborough arrived one

wet winter's day at Binbrook in the

belief that they were about to start a
detailed investigation which, in turn,

would lead to the preparation of a report
on the incident to the Ministry of
Defence, the report being used as the

basis for an eventual inquiry into the loss
of Lightning XS894. But they were in for
a surprise.

They were astonishedto find many of
the cockpit instruments missing. These

included the E2B compass, voltmeter,

standby direction indicator, standby
inverter indicator and the complete aux-
iliary warning panel from the starboard
side of the cockpit below the voltmeter.
This was a serious breach of regula-

tions and, although the investigation
team was promised the instruments

would be returned shortly, they never

were,
The investigators found there was a

revolting fusty smell in the cockpit while

the whole aircraft still had a slimy feel to

it following its month-long immersion in

PUMA, Mactee ctddy aeteree |

fire it, it would have been blown off. It
also seems to conflict with the account
we have been given of the order from
Staxton Wold to Captain Schafer to ditch
his aircraft rather than attempt to return
to Binbrook or land at Leconfield, only a
few minutes’ flying time from Flambor-
ough. And, remember, Schafer has told

his ground controllers that XS894 was
still handling “fine” and he had plenty of
fuel left. ;

During the few hours the investigators
were allowed to examine the aircraft,
they themselves were constantly super-
vised by five civilians, two of them

Americans. .

t the end of the day the investiga-
tion team was told curtly that as
nothing useful had been dis-

covered, their job was over.
The following day the

into the main office at Farnborough and
told in no uncertain terms they were not
to discuss any aspect of the ditching of

XS894, even with their own families. The
reason given was simple — national

security.

were all called ©

it ‘took about 10 seconds to uie wow
again. Over the following three minutes

this happened many times, but the
‘lightning’ was only visible for a second
or two at a time. It appeared very similar
to the Northern Lights. The whole spec-
tacle was completely silent.
“After two or three minutes there was

another flare-up of ‘sheet lightning
which lasted about the same time as the
first. This was followedby that awful
shrill sensation, only this time it was
worse. You could actually feel your ears
ringing.”

he family called in at the local
lice station to report what they
d seen and heard. Their’s was

one of many similar reports that night to
both the police and the RAF at nearby

Boulmer. - ; ;
The time and the location fit in exactly

with events Going on 60 miles south at

Staxton Wold and they could have been
watching some kind of natural phe-

* nomena.

Or there could be another explanation.
What do you think?

®
BINBROOK

FARNBOROUGH
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T PRECISELY six minutes past 10 on the night of
eptember 8, 1970, a single Lightning jet fighter took off
‘om RAF Binbrook.
Ground crew on the flight line were accustomed to
ightnings being scrambled in a hurry at any time of night
r day. Binbrook, after all, was a frontline fighter station

nd its aircraft shared QRA (Quick Reaction Alert) duty

‘ith other East Coast airfields to provide cover should any

nidentified aircraft appear on the radar screens.

By PAT OTTER
But there was
ymething§ dif-
rent about this

‘ramble.

For a start, it was
rmal for QRA_ air-

aft to take off in
urs. Two aircraft were
‘pt at a state of
stant readiness at all
nes, ready for just

ch an emergency.
it on this occasion
uy one aircraft took
f. And it wasn’t one
the QRA aircraft.
Then there was the
anner of the take-off.
ie pilot had raced out
m the 5 Squadron

ew room, adjacent to
e apron, and had

mbed aboard while a
ghtning was in the
‘ocess of being
fuelled.
He angrily waved
vay ground staff who
ked him to sign the
‘m required before
y military aircraft
tves the ground and

Jered the refuelling
es to be disengaged:
t was no_ ordinary
ot strapped into the

ckpit of the Mach 2

ditched in the sea off
Flamborough Head.
The ditching was wit-
nessed by the crew of a
Shackleton reconnai-
sance aircraft. Flares
were spotted by the
Grimsby trawler, Ross
Kestrel. But no trace of
Capt Schafner was ever
found. .
More’ than a month

later the wreckage of
the aircraft was found
on the sea bed by
Royal Navy divers.
Despite earlier reports
to the contrary, the.
cockpit was empty and
the canopy closed.
Capt Schafner had van-
ished — completely
and utterly.
Eventually the air-

craft was recovered
and taken, unusually,
to RAF Binbrook.
There it was kept
under wraps

corner of a hangar.
When a team from

the MoD’s Crash Inves-
tigation Branch arrived
from Farnborough they
were nermifted ta

in the,

promising to help, but

‘then became -very ret-

icent.
Similar inquiries to

the United States

embassy and to the US
Air Force at Alconbur:
proved also to be dead-

ends. Calls were not

returned. Contacts
were unavailable.

At_that stage I en-
listed the aid of Bob

Bryant, then North-
cliffe Newspapers’ avi-

ation correspondent

and a man with close
links with both the
RAF and the USAF.

Bob was to spend
weeks checking out a
story he found more

intriguing by the hour.
He paid numerous vis-
its to the Ministry of

Defence and_ spent
. hours on the telephone
to contacts in the
United States. But
everywhere he heard

the ominous sound of
doors being slammed.

Intrigued

He finally admitted

. EVENING TELEGRAPH, Thursday, October 8,1992 9

examine the remains of
XS894. He was so puz-

zled by. what he saw
and the treatment the
investigation team

received that he was

determined to get to
the bottom of the
mystery once and for
all,

He had started his
inquiries two years
earlier and, by a

strange coincidence,
was in Cleethorpes fol-
lowing up lines of in-
quiry in and around

Binbrook when the

story appeared-in the
Evening Telegraph.

Transcript
Now, four years on,

he believes he has
peeled back a little bit
more of the mystery

surrounding XS894

and the disappearance
of Capt Shafner.

The Evening Tele-
graph has a copy of his
account of. what he
believes happened that
night. Some of it’ has
come from his dogged
investigations; some

PT ares “WIOUT, Ticar

with a second
Greenland

whitby, along
BMEWS in

from official docu-—
- ments he has obtained;
and some, most tell-

ingly, from what he
maintains is a_tran-

script of the final con-
versations between

Capt Schafner, a radar
controller at Staxton
Wold, near Scar-
borough, and the crew
of the Shackleton

which witnessed the
crash.

This is the story we .
are going to tell over

the next few nights.
The information in it is

quite remarkable. Our
source has to remain

anonymous and we
cannot corroborate all
the information in his
report. What informa-
tion we can is certainly
in line with the results
of my own inquiries
four years ago.

All we ask you to do
is to read our stories

carefully — and make
up your own mind.

@ TOMORROW: The
final take off of XS894. —

7



ly of the pilot was never recovered, ”
our years ago the puzzle turnéd into a
stery when it was disclosed that when the
»ckag’ ~ aircraft was lifted from the sea bed

Flam ugh the cockpit was found to be
aly closed — and completely empty.
he mystery deepened following publication

the loss of Lightning XS894 one of the str.aviation stories of all time. angest
The information has been sent to us by a man

who was involved in the initia] investigation of
the loss of the aircraft in 1970 and was so
disturbed by what he found that he has devoted
t ive years to a detailed investigatiinto the last hours of XS894. investigation

assured is a transcript ofthe firXS894 and its pilot. We have n
authenticating the information, W:
readers to make their own judgei
validityof the story we ~e about t
The Riddle of Foxtrot — starts in

Telegraph tomorrow and runs for
Don’t miss it!

on the night of

‘eptember 8, 1970, a single Lightning jet fighter took off
rom RAF Binbrook.
-Ground crew on the flight line were accustomed to
ightnings being scrambled in a hurryat any. time of night
r day.

nd its aircraft shared QRA (Quick Reaction
vith other East Coast airfields to provide cover should any -

Binbrook, after all, was a frontline fighter station _
Alert) duty’

identified aircraft appear on the radar screens.~..

‘But there was -
omething dif-
erent about this

cramble.
For a start, it. was
ormal for QRA_ air-
raft to take off in

airs. Two aircraft were
ept at a state of
astant readiness at all
mes, ready for just

uch an emergency.

Sut on this occasion
nly one aircraft took
ff. And it wasn't one
f the QRA aircraft.

Then there was the
nanner of the take-off.
"he pilot had raced out

rom the 5 Squadron
rew room, adjacent to

he apron, and had

‘limbed aboard while a

aightning was in the
yrocess of being

efuelled. .
He angrily waved

tway ground staff who
isked him to sign the

orm required before

ny milhtary aircraft

eaves the ground and
ordered the refuelling
ines to be disengaged.
It was no. ordinary

rilot strapped into the

rockpit of the Mach 2
nterceptor. It was Cap-

ain William Schafner,

of the United States
Sir Force, who was on
ris second tour as an

2xchange pilot with the
RAF,

Disappeared

Schafner was a vastly
2xperienced jet fighter
pilot with combat time

behind him in Viet-

nam. He had been at

Binbrook for some

time and his wife was .
living on the base with
him.

No pre-flight checks
were made and, as

bemused ground crew

looked on, the Light-
ning taxied out to the
end of the runway,

turned and
immediately took off,
using reheat to gain
speed and height as
quickly as possible.

The aircraft, XS894, a
Lightning F6 of 5
Squadron, the call-sign

of which that night was

Foxtrot 94, turned over
the North Sea — and
disappeared into what

is fast becoming one of
the great aviation puz-

zles of recent times.

Early the following

morning XS894

- By PATOTTER
ditched in the sea off
Flamborough Head.

The ditching was wit-

nessed by the crew of a
Shackleton reconnai-
sance aircraft. Flares
were spotted by the

Grimsby trawler, Ross
Kestrel. But no trace of
Capt Schafner was ever
found. .
More’ than a month

later the wreckage of
the aircraft was found
on the sea bed by
Royal Navy divers.

Despite earlier reports
to the contrary, the.
cockpit was empty and
the canopy closed.
Capt Schafner had van-

ished completely
and utterly.

Eventually the air-
craft was recovered
and taken, unusually,

to RAF Binbrook.
There it was kept

under wraps in the

corner of a hangar.
When a team from

the MoD’s Crash Inves-
tigation Branch arrived
from Farnborough they

were permitted to

spend only a very brief
time examining the
wreckage of XS894.

What they did discover

disturbed them. And
what happened later

disturbed them even

more.

Reticent .

I first came across
the mysterious story of
XS894 six years ago.

An outline of the story

was related to me by
Barry Halpenny, an

aviation enthusiast and
author who lived at the

time in Market Rasen
and who was research-
ing for a book on avia-

tion mysteries.

He suggested that I
should dig out the cut-

tings on the crash and
look further into it.
There was-more to the

story of XS894 than
met the eye, he told
me,

I anticipated difficul-
ties in investigating a

16-year-old ditching

incident in the North

Sea, but not on the

scale I was to encoun-
ter over the next few

weeks.
Normally helpful

press contacts at the

Ministry of Defence

responded initially by

~

promising to help, but

‘then became very ret-

icent.

Similar inquiries to
the United States
embassy and to the US
Air Force at Alconbury

proved also to be dead-
ends. Calls were not
returned. Contacts
were unavailable.
At that stage I en-

listed the aid of Bob
Bryant, then North-
cliffe Newspapers’ avi-
ation correspondent
and a man with close
links with both the
RAF and the USAF.

Bob was to spend
weeks checking out a

story he found more
intriguing by the hour.
He paid numerous vis-
its to the Ministry of
Defence and spent
hours on the telephone
to contacts in the
United States. But
everywhere he heard
the ominous sound of

doors being slammed.

Intrigued
He finally admitted

defeat. But Bob was

absolutely certain there
was an official blanket

of secrecy over the
events surrounding the

crash of that Lightning
in the North Sea all
those years ago.

Barry Halpenny

finally published an
abridged version of the

story in a book which
appeared in Septem-

ber, 1988. At the same

time the Evening Tele-
graph carried my story

of the mystery of

XS894.

Subsequently we
were contacted by two

former airmen who had
both been at Binbrook
at the time and added

further fuel to the
mystery be recalling

their memories of that

night. .
It was a story which

puzzled and intrigued

thousands of Evening
Telegraph readers. But,
perhaps most interest-
ingly of all, it was a

story which grabbed

the attention of a man
spending 10 days in a
Cleethorpes guest
house.
Sixteen years earlier

he had been one of the
crash investigators who
went to Binbrook to

examine the remains of
XS894. He was so puz-

zled by. what he saw
and the treatment the
investigation team

received that he was
determined to get to

the bottom of the
mystery once and for
all.

He had started his
inquiries two years

earlier and, by a

strange coincidence,
was in Cleethorpes fol-
lowing up lines of in-
uiry in and around
inbrook when the

fave

story appeared-in the from «

Evening Telegraph. ments h
. and 50:

Transcript ingly, 1

Now, four years on, maintai
he believes he has _ script o
peeled back a little bit veysati
more of the mystery Capt Sc
surrounding XS894_ controll
and the disappearance Wold,
of Capt Shafner. borougt

The Evening Tele- of | jhe
graph has a copy of his ash
account of what he cr 7
believes happened that This .
night. Some of it’has are goi
come from his dogged the ne
investigations; some The inf
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THIS is Foxtrot 94, the E
ning at the centre of a ma’
the day it was fished ou
ea.

It is pictured slung fror
the recovery vessel Kinte:
Bridlington Bay, after it ha
to the surface some two |
crashed on September 8, -

What is remarkable is tt
the aircraft. It is almost cc
although it does seem t!
damaged. This could h:
when the aircraft hit the se
recovery.

The cockpit, which wa
empty, is not visible but i
that the air brakes on th:
extended, indicating the p
as slowly as possible whe:
hit the sea.

Information passed to
Telegraph by a man investi
of the aircraft suggests
pilot was ordered to ditch
after intercepting a stranc
the North Sea.

But two former Lightni:
said they believed Foxtrot
during a fow-level low-s:
involving a Shackleton air

What is not disputed is
has ever been found of th:

XS894 has not yet giv

secrets.

The pilot had raced out
from the 5 Squadron

crew room, adjacent to

the apron, and had
climbed aboard while a
Lightning was in the

process of being
refuelled. .
He angrily waved|

away ground staff who
asked him to sign the
form required before
any military aircraft

leaves the ground and
ordered the refuelling
lines to be disengaged.

It was no_ ordinary
pilot strapped into the

cockpit of the Mach 2
interceptor. It was Cap-

tain William Schafner,

of the United States
Air Force, who was on

his second tour as an

exchange pilot with the
RAF.

Disappeared
’Schafner was a vastly
experienced jet fighter
pilot with combat time

behind him in Viet-
nam. He had been at
Binbrook for some

time and his wife was ,

living on the base with
im.

No pre-flight checks
were made and, as

bemused ground crew

looked on, the Light-
ning taxied out to the
end of the runway,

turned ,and
immediately took off,

~ the

Despite earlier reports
to the contrary, the,
cockpit was empty and

canopy closed.
Capt Schafner had van-
ished — completely
and utterly.
Eventually the air-

craft was recovered
and taken, unusually,
to RAF Binbrook.

‘There it was kept
under wraps in the,
corner of a hangar.

When a team from

the MoD'’s Crash Inves-
tigation Branch arrived
from Farnborough they

were permitted to
spend only a very brief
time examining the

wreckage of. XS894.
What they did discover

disturbed them. And
what happened later
disturbed them even

more. .

Reticent __

I first came across

the mysterious story of
XS894 six years ago.

An outline of the story
was related to me by
Barry Halpenny, an

aviation enthusiast and
author who lived at the

time in Market Rasen
and who was research-

ing for a book on avia-
tion mysteries.

He suggested that I

should dig out the cut-

tings on the crash and
look further into it.

and a man witn ciose

links with both the
RAF and the USAF.
Bob was to spend

weeks checking out a

story he found more
intriguing by the hour.

_ He paid numerous vis-
its to the Ministry of
Defence and_ spent

. hours on the telephone
to contacts in the
United States. But
everywhere he heard
the ominous sound of
doors being slammed.

Intrigued

He finally admitted
defeat. But Bob was
absolutely certain there
was an Official blanket

of secrecy over the

events surrounding the

crash of that Lightning
in the North Sea all

those years ago.
Barry .

finally published an

abridged version of the
story in a book which
appeared in Septem-

ber, 1988. At the same

time the Evening Tele-
graph carried my story

of the mystery of

XS894.
Subsequently we

were contacted by two

former airmen who had
both been at Binbrook,
at the time and added

further fuel to the-
mystery be_ recalling
their memories of that
anatase

HalpennyTM|-

and the treatment tne

investigation team

received that he was hi
determined to get to Pé

the bottom of the m
mystery once and for St

all. ar

He had started his 0!
inquiries two years

earlier and, by a £6

strange coincidence, a

was in Cleethorpes fol- — b:
‘lowing up lines of in- 1

quiry in and around c&

Binbrook when the ir
~ 4

7 OO NMEECSHEOUTy itcalWWIlith

+ with a second BM
Greenland. : 2
~The information they

. lecting was relayed to t’
American Air Defence C

~ at Cheyenne Mountain
Detection and -Tracl

- tre at Colorado Springs.

| _ In the meantime, the
mouse game over the N

} between the -Lightnir
Phantoms and the mys
tact_was still going on”
21.05 after the fighters h
yet another abortive at
-get close, the contact van

’ the radar screens. ‘
The Lightnings were o!

return to Leuchars w
Phantoms were instru
carry out a Combat Air

the east of Iceland.
!
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nscrambling the riddle of Foxtrot 94
what did happen over the North Sea on
rht of September 8, 1970, the night thewf a Lightning jet fighter from RAF
ok mysteriously disappeared?
e time it appeared to be almost a routine
¢ — an aircraft ditching after something
he wrong on a night exercise. But the
the pilot was never recovered.
years ago the puzzle turnéd into a

' when it was disclosed that when the
se of aircraft was lifted from the sea bed
nborough the cockpit was found to be
losed — and completely empty.

rsday, October 8, 1992 9

of the story when the Evening Telegraph was
contacted by former airmen who had been
serving at Binbrook at the time and who
recalled the strange circumstances leading to
the final take-off of that particularly aircraft.
Now new information has been passed to the

Evening Telegraph which, if it is correct, makes
the loss of Lightning XS894 one of the strangest
aviation stories of all time.
The information has been sent to us by a man

who was involved in the initial investigation of
the loss of the aircraft in 1970 and was so

Four years ago, when the Evening Telegraph
conducted its own investigation into the loss of
the aircraft and its pilot, Captain William
Schafer, an experienced American on an
exchange tour with the RAF, we found all
official doors firmly closed.
Now we have been handed what we are

assured is a transcript of the final hours of
XS894 and its pilot. We have no means of
authenticating the information. We are asking
readers to make their own judgement on the
validity of the story we are about to tell. .

lystery deepened following publication

PRECISELY six m

disturbed by what he found that he has devoted
the last five years to a detailed investigation
into the last hours of XS894.

inutes past 10 on the night of
ember 8, 1970, a single Lightning jet fighter took off
. RAF Binbrook.

ound crew on the flight line were accustomed to
tnings being scrambled in a hurry at any time of night

ay. Binbrook, after all, was a frontline fighter station

its aircraft shared QRA (Quick Reaction Alert) duty

other East Coast airfields to provide cover should any

entified aircraft appear on the radar screens.

t there was

ething§ dif-
t about this

noble.
a start, it was

i for QRA_ air-

to take off in

Two aircraft were

at a state of

t readiness at all

ready for just
an emergency.

ym this occasion

yne aircraft took
nd it wasn’t one
QRA aircraft.

n there was the
or of the take-off.
lot had raced out
the 5 Squadron

‘oom, adjacent to
iron, and had
2d aboard while a
1ing was in the
ess of being
led.

angrily waved
ground staff who
him to sign the
required before
nilitary aircraft
the ground and

d the refuelling
o be disengaged:
vas no_ ordinary

strapped into the
Mow f than AAA AL

By PAT OTTER

ditched in the sea off
Flamborough Head.
The ditching was wit-
nessed by the crew ofa
Shackleton reconnai-
sance aircraft. Flares
were spotted by the
Grimsby trawler, Ross
Kestrel. But no trace of
Capt Schafner was ever
found.
More’ than a month

later the wreckage of
the aircraft was found
on the sea bed by
Royal Navy divers.
Despite earlier reports
to the contrary, the.
cockpit was empty and
the canopy closed.
Capt Schafner had van-
ished ~— completely
and utterly.
Eventually the air-

craft was recovered

and taken, unusually,
to RAF Binbrook.
There it was kept
under wraps in the,
corner of a hangar.
When a team from

the MoD's Crash Inves-
tigation Branch arrived
from Farnborough they

promising to help, but

then became -very ret-
icent.
Similar inquiries to

the Unite States

embassy and to the US
Air Force at Alconbur
proved also to be dead-

ends. Calls were not
returned. Contacts

were unavailable.
At that stage I en-

listed the aid of Bob
Bryant, then North-

cliffe Newspapers’ avi-
ation correspondent
and a man with close
links with both the

RAF and the USAF.
Bob was to spend

weeks checking out a
story he found more

intriguing by the hour.
He paid numerous vis-
its to the Ministry of
Defence and spent

hours on the telephone
to contacts in the
United States. But
everywhere he heard
the ominous sound of

doors being slammed.

Intrigue
M1 WL taal

The Riddle of Foxtrot 94 starts in the Evening
Telegraph tomorrow and runs for five nights,
Don’t miss it!

examine the remains of
XS894. He was so puz-
zled by. what he saw

and the treatment the
investigation team
received that he was

determined to get to
the bottom of the

mystery once and for
all.

He had started his
inquiries two years

earlier and, by a
strange coincidence,
was in Cleethorpes fol-
lowing up lines of in-
quiry in and around

. Binbrook when the

story appeared-in the
Evening Telegraph.

Transcript

Now, four years on,
he believes he has
peeled back a little bit
more of the mystery

surrounding XS894
and the disappearance

of Capt Shafner. -

The Evening Tele-
graph has a copy of his
account of what he.
believes happened that
night. Some of it has
come from his dogged
investigations; some

ooo * SOUT awd

I with a second
aGraanlan

Whitby, alongs

BMEWS in

ments he has obtained;

and some, most tell-
ingly, from what he
maintains is a_ tran-

script of the final con-
versations between

Capt Schafner, a radar
controller at Staxton
Wold, near Scar-
borough, and the crew
of the Shackleton
which witnessed the

’ crash.

This is the story we
are going to tell over
the next few nights.
The information in it is

from official docu-— quite remarkable. Our
source has to remain

anonymous and we

cannot corroborate all
the information in his
report. What informa-
tion we can is certainly

in line with the results
of my own inquiries
four years ago.

All we ask you to do
is to read our stories

carefully — and make
up your own mind.

@ TOMORROW: The

final take off of XS894.
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HE chain of events
which led to the
crash of Lightning
XS894 from 5

Squadron at RAF Bin-
brook and the disappear-
ance of its pilot began at
8.17 on the night of Sep-
tember 8, 1970, in an
isolated building on the
Shetland Islands.
Saxa Vord was one of the chain

of radar stations whose task it
was to spot unidentified aircraft
approaching the North Sea or the
sensitive “Iceland gap”.
Remember, this was 1970 when

the Cold War was at its height
and Russian long-range aircraft
made regular sorties into the
North Atlantic and along the
British coast to test the reaction
of Nato fighters.
On this particular night, a radar

operator at Saxa Vord picked up
the blip of an unidentified aircraft
over the North Sea_ halfway
between the Shetlands and Ale-
sund, in Norway.
The contact was monitored for

several minutes at a steady speed
of 630mph, at 37,000ft, holding
altitude and on a south-westerly
heading. Then Saxa Vord noted
the contact was turning through
30 degrees to head due south. It
increased speed to 900mph (mach
1.25) and climbed to 44,000ft.
Following laid-down proce-

dures, radar controllers at Saxa
Vord flashed a scramble message
to the Quick Reaction Alert
Flight at the nearest Nato airfield,
RAF Leuchars on the east coast
of Scotland, not far from Dundee.
There two Lightning intercep-

tors, which had been ready on the

flight line for iust such an alert.

y, October 9, 1992VENING TELEGRAPH P
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TONIGHT we start our detailed look at the events

leading up to the ditching in the North Sea of

Lightning Foxtrot 94, a single-seat fighter from 5

Squadron at Binbrook whose final flight is at the

centre of one of the most puzzling aviation stories
since the war. Just what was it that its pilot, American

William Schafner, was sent to intercept out over the

North Sea 22 years ago and why was he eventually
ordered to ditch his aircraft off Flamborough Head

rather than return to North Lincolnshire? Now new
information has been passed to the Evening Tele-

graph. PAT OTTER reports on a story you may not
believe...

X%$894 pictured at Binbrook in 1967. It was the first F6 Lightning
delivered to 5 Squadron.

The contact they had been by now beginning to cause sume
tracking at speeds and altitudes
consistent with modern Russian
warplanes turned through 180
degrees on a due north heading
and within seconds disappeared
off their screens. Later they cal-
culated that to do this its speed
must have been in the region of

_ 17,400mph.

With the contact now gone, the
Lightnings were vectored south
to rendezvous with the tanker
and remained airborne on Com.

alarm to ‘Nato commanders, they
’ found they were just as impotent

as the Lightnings.

The alert had reached such a
level that the contact was being
monitored by the Ballistic Missile

Early Warning System at Fyling-
dales Moor, near Whilby, along
with a second BMEWS in
Greenland.

The information they were col-

lecting was relayed to the North

BINBROOK

COLTISHALL

d-mouse with a
7,400mph radar blip

a
c
p
i
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mysterious intruder
NATO forces were being brought up to full alert by a myste
object picked up on radar over the North Sea. At first it
appeared to be yet another Russian aircraft out to test the
reflexes of Allied air forces. But then the object began
behaving in a way which baffled radar controllers. Nuclear
bombers in the United States were ordered into the air while
the Pentagon decided that its man on the spot, a experi-

- enced Vietnam veteran then on an exchange visit to the RAF
at Binbrook, should take a look. PAT OTTER continues the
story of the last flight of Foxtrot 94.

APTAIN William Schafer was sit-
( ting in the crew room of 5 Squad-

ron when the call came from High

Wycombe.
The room overlooked the apron where a line of

silver Lightnings stood, illuminated by the high-

intensity sodium lighting. The crew room itself
was sparsely furnished, with ageing chairs which
had seen better days, a bar which dispensed
nothing stronger than black Nescafe and walls
adorned with plaques and photographs donated
by visiting RAF and overseas air force units.

Schafer was still in his flying suit, after
returning earlier that evening from a_ training
sortie in one of the squadron’s aircraft. He is

remembered by those at Binbrook as a small,
powerfully-built man who loved to fly the single-
seat Lightnings, so different from the new genera-
tion of sophisticated aircraft then starting to come

into service in the USAF.
When the call came, Schafer was helped into the

remainder of his flying gear by other 5 Squadron
aircrew, went out through the door, turned right

and raced across the apron. .
Two Lightnings in the line-up were virtually

ready for flight. One, XS894, was in the process of
having its fuel tanks topped up and was already
connected to a power starter.

Schafer climbed the steep ladder, hauled him-
self into the cockpit, strapped in and started the
engines. He waved aside the ground crew, who
vr re expected to help carry out the standard pre-
al, Waalee nrdnrad the refueling to stow and

hoses off and got out of the way,” he was to say
ater.

Mr Mann remembered Schafer disregarding the

ground marshaler, who was the eves and ears of
the pilot on the ground, as he swung the
Lightning round. “His actions were unorthodox to
say the least,” he said.
At 22.06 XS894 blasted off from Binbrook’s

main runway into the night sky. Those on the

ground saw it disappear with a sheet of flame
from its twin tail pipes as Schafer used reheat. It

turned over the Wolds and the last they saw was

its navigation lights heading out towards the

North Sea.
By now the mystery contact which had led to

’ five Lightnings, two Phantoms, three tankers and

a Shackleton being scrambled over the North Sea
was being tracked by radar controllers at Staxton

Wold, which stands on high ground overlooking

Scarborough. .
The contact was flying parallel to the east coast

90 miles east of Whitby at 530mph at 6,100ft — an
ideal course for an interception by a Binbrook
Lightning. :

What follows next is drawn from what we have

been told is the official transcript of the conversa- .
tion which took place between Schafer and the

radar station at Staxton Wold. .

Schafer:I have visual contact, repeat visual

_ contact. Over,

Staxton: Can you identify aircraft type?

Schafer: Negative, nothing recognisable, no

clear outlines. There is... bluish light. Hell, that’s
bright oi very, bright. ;

- Mee at tae NAD

@ THE LIGHTNING

@ BRIAN MANN



Mystery as pilot

cannot be found
UST as the
controller at

Staxton-:

Wold lost contact

with Captain

Schafer, .a radar .
operator,who had.

been tracking the
Lightning and the

mystery object it:

had_ intercepted,
watched: in dis-

belief. oO

The two biips on the —
screen, representing

. the fighter and its
quarry, slowly merged
_into one, decelerated

. rapidly from’ over.
500mph until they-. .
bécanie ‘statiohary .
,6,000ft above the North. -
Sea’ 140 miles out off
Alnwick. ~ .
’ What exactly hap-
-._pened, inside the
ground control centre
at Staxton’is open to .

But’ our .conjecture. —

_information is that one
- suggestion was that the’
two Lightnings then on
Combat Air Patrol off
the Scottish coast
should be sent south
immediately but it was
‘over-ruled’ by the
senior fighter control--
ler, who continued to
try to re-establish con-
tact with Captain
Schafer in Foxtrot 94.

. Two and a half
minutes after.the single

ro

‘| tour with the RAF, reported. seeing something not contained

in any of the official aircraft recognition manuals. It was

RADAR controllers

at Staxton Wold,

just south of Scar-

borough, had
guided the Light- © .

ning jet fighter.
from Binbrook to A

the mystery con- . a nase

tact which had. we oo

been eluding its Nato trackersfor almost four hours. The
pilot, Captain Willlam Schafer, a USAF pilot on an exchange

conical in shape and incredibly bright with what Schafer
descri as something like a “soccer bail” in its wake.| ~
Then Schafer's radio went silent. PAT OTTER continues the |
story of the riddle of Foxtrot 94.

Rith 2 heavy marker tythd litt ing 10;

bad weaver"dn iment bu
have joe git staan

How the loss was reported in
the Evening Telegraph and

Scarborough Evening News.

elapsed as Schafer was

left to circle the Flam-
borough area along
with the Shackleton.

In the meantime,

- Strike Command HQ at
High’ Wycombe ‘had

instructed StaxtonTM
requestWold to

Schafer ditch his Light-
ning off Flamborough.
Although he had—

plenty of fuel to reach

either ‘nearby Lecon- .
field or his home base

_ Of Binbrook, it appears
the reason ‘for High

Wycombe’s. decision
‘was a fear that the
Lightning had. some- -

_ ,how become contami-.
"nated during its~

mystery interception,

wt “may well be ‘that
' .-@ the -fear was that

the aircraft. has suf-
*-fered radiation’ con--

_ tamination although

some weeks later,
- when the wreckage
“was examined at Bin-

brook, no trace of con-
tamination by anything

other than salt water
was found.

Staxton: Foxtrot 94.
. Can you ditch aircraft?

+ Over. .
Schafer: She’s handl-

_ ing fine. I can bring her .
in. Over.

Staxton: Negative, 94.
I repeat, can you ditch
aircraft? Over.

Schafer: Yeah... T tive, GCI. Going round TY eportea a” st avees
. again. ‘Over.guess. «

Cravinn: CtanAhyw OA
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going round again, -
Another two minutes

elapsed. : :

Over. - +
. Staxton:. Receiving.
you, 77. Over. .
Shackleton: This is. .

odd, GCI. She’s sinking
‘ fast but ... the cano--

py’s closed up again. -
Over... «. ;

Staxton: Can you con-

. firm pilot clear of air-—
craft? Over.
Shackleton: He’s not _

in it, we can confirm

that. He must be in the
water somewhere. —

Staxton: Any distress
signals or flares. yet?
Over.

hackleton: . Nega-

* via

‘Shackleton: - No '-
SABRE yet. No. flares, .

enner, Mang on were. well into. the- next day .
but there were. no.

: transmissions from the
beacons. carried by the —

‘pilot and on board the

‘as the weather began to”
_ deteriorate. .

* ’ The search continued -

aircraft and the official
reports say no distress -

- flares were seen:

_ However, the follow-
ing day the Evenin
Telegraph reporte
flares had

and the ‘Grimsb
trawler Ross Kestrel,
which was passing
through the Flambor-
ough area, had gone to
investigate but, even
though more fiares
were seen, she found
nothing. .

reported | thee

been seen .
‘. about 10 miles offshore
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THE loss of the Binbrook Lightning
and its American pilot had simply
been reported as just another air
crash by newspapers along the

ters were used to handling stories

like this, which occurred with some

regularity. The ditching of XS894
provided front-page stories for the .

Scarborough Evening News on Sep-
tember 9, 1970. But they only told

part of the story. PAT OTTER con-

~Byes 4

north-east coast of England. Repor- Grimsby Evening Telegraph and the
cludes our investigation into the

Riddle of Foxtrot 94.

HEN the wreckage of
XS894 was finally
lifted from the sea bed
some five miles off

Flamborough Head, it was taken
in some secrecy straight to RAF

Binbrook.
Air crashes in the North Sea in those

| days were relatively common and much
of the wreckage found its way into

: Grimsby where often Evening Telegraph
He photographers were on hand to record

the event. But not with XS894.
It was also common practice for

wrecked aircraft to be taken to the
MoD’s Crash investigation Branch at
Farnborough where detailed examina-
tions were carried out in an attempt to

. 3 | find the cause of accidents. But this
didn’t happen with KS984.

tha aireraft

the North Sea.

The ejector seat also seemed to be
‘wrong’ and there was a suspicion later
among the investigators that it was_not

the one fitted to the aircraft when XS894
took off from Binbrook on its final flight.
They were even given an assurance by
the OC of 5 Squadron that the seat had
not been tampered with. But some of the
investigators were not convinced.

Interestingly, an Evening Telegraph’
reader, who was serving at Binbrook at
the time, told us in 1988 that he recalled
seeing an official report on the crash
which suggested that the seat was faulty
and this was why Captain Schafer failed
to eject.
Brian McConnell, a former sergeant at

Binbrook, said the cartridge on the seat
had failed to fire because of faulty
installation. However, this is very muc

at odds with the eye-witness account of
the Shackleton crew who saw the canopy

And that’s where the trail of the
mystery of XS894 goes cold. Well,
almost. .

There is just one further item of
information available.
On the night of September 8, 1970, a

couple-and their daughter were walking
their dog along the coastal path at
Alnmouth Bay, Northumberland _
almost opposite the point over the North
Sea where Schafer made his interception
— when they saw and heard something
strange. .

“We had been walking for maybe 10
minutes when we heard a very high-
itched humming noise,” they later said

in a statement to MoD personnel. “The
dog kept cocking her head to one side
and growling. It seemed impossible to
tell fram which direction the noise was

coming, it seemed everywhere. It lasted
for maybe 10 to 15 seconds.
“About five minutes later the eastern
ry W441 ae len choot Nohtineg. anlv

INVESTIGATORS’
JOB CURTAILED |
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1 FOUND the story engrossing.
But there are inconsistencies,

Oivays “short ‘onfue;
‘even before engine
btart: Believe:n

» And, the purported
radio “gonversations

et the’ pil
ra ions or

indeed *the order’ to

owe haspower o
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even midre |
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under an
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this cage the whole pro
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wag aS.safe as it could
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However aMaS
vertent and ‘not
planned or ordered by
any higher authority as
is alleged in ‘the

articles. ©.

IHERE was no ‘UFO
that night. Nor was

there anything unusual
about the weather.
As for the recovery of

the aircraft to Binbrook

‘allow it to be ‘exam-
ined, oncea Board of
Inquiry had‘been con-
-vened, any pieces of

‘ wreckage recovered are

rientation.. durin
hadow ng ‘and § ep-
herdin mike
against an AEW Shack.
leton during’a T. .

omeof the 3 articutarly concerning the rder for
of Septem- the pilot to ditch his aircraft: f would
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never found, we-will
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e Mike Streten flew for.
some 2,000 hours in: ;

was at oneLightnin
st time Chief interceptor.
Weapons Instructor on

. the aircraft and in the
-: @arly 1980s served as-
CO of 5(F) Squadronat

* Binbrook. ’

blip-on.

~ attempt to’
target in this:
‘ae the pilot.

right wingslightlylow e pilot survived the
crash and vacated the cockpit prior
to the aircraft sinking. It would
have been almost impossible for
him to extricate himself and his.

)liferaft from the aft in this
situation. .
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Evidence®
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_were" subject to no more secrecy
than any other accident. The usual
procedure was to publish initial
and subsequent findings as the
Board progresses.
The wreckage of XS894 was dis-

played openly: at Binbrook andDhotograp ed without restriction
once the investigation was com-
plete. The result of the Inquiry was
published routinely in RAF Flight
afety magazine and leaflets and

yall the events surrounding the
‘ erash could be explained logically.
‘This includes the cockpit being
shut when the aircraft was recov-
ered, which is easily explained by
the loss of hydraulic pressure.
This accident was an unfortunate

error or judgement which cost an
American pilot his life — not some
stranger than fiction tale.

: BEING Tne CONTROL?
BE ASKED TO 8IGNA CREDIT AGRE! WITH THE Fu TAL DUES F:
Sear melanie to Soresoe tanteee ae ReneeLANDS.
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the recovery vessel Kiniess, probably in
Bridlington Bay, after it had been hauled
to the surface some two months after it
crashed on September 8, 1970.
What is remarkable is the condition of

the aircraft. it is almost completely intact
although it does seem the fuselage is
damaged. This could have happened
when the aircraft hit the sea or during the
recovery.

The cockpit, which was closed and
empty, is not visible but it is noticeable
that the air brakes on the fuselage are
extended, indicating the pilot was flying
as slowly as possible when the Lightning
hit the sea.
information passed to the Evening

, Telegraph by a man investigating the loss
of the aircraft suggests the American
pilot was ordered to ditch the Lightning

a pty. object over

: pilots have

hit the sea
d exercise

dis that no trace
dof the pilot.
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Director of »): . Investigations

28. 11. 92.

Dear

Thank you for taking the time to let me know your findings regarding
the unfortunate incident when the R.A.F. Lightning was lost in 1970. 7
have extended my area of enquiry into the United States in the hope of
getting some feedback from my ex military friends.

I enclose the latest copy of our journal and news clippings regarding
the Bonnybridge incidents. I have been promised more and will send
them to you when I receive them.

Thank you again for your help.

Yours Sincerely,

QUEST INTERNATIONAL Published by Quest Publications Ltd.
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UFO PROBE

STEPS UP
SCIENTISTS from across Britain are set to hit
Bonnybridge in a bid to investigate the UFO sightings

And the national media has been in the village as ig
news of the phenomenon spreads. More and more (4
sightings of UFOs are being reported —
claim to have seen lights and other objects in the sky. /3
Now UFO experts have pledged to look further into
the reports and will visit the area. (See page 19) eae

local people |i
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UFO probe
AN investigation is
underway into

sightings of
unidentified flying

objects in Falkirk
District.

Environmental Health

boss Malcolm Macdonald
confirmed this week that
his department had received
an inquiry regarding an

UFO sighting in the
Bonnybridge area.

And Councillor Billy

Buchanan has revealed that

he was approached by a
“visibly shaken’’ local
businessman claiming he
had seen ‘‘a strange lighted
object in the sky’’.

In a statement to the
Advertiser, Councillor

Buchanan said: ‘This is not

the only sighting in this

area and | take the matter

seriously. I contacted
Falkirk District Council’s
environment department to

check if there had been any

military manouevres in the
area."

Councillor Buchanan
also added that he firmly
believed the businessman
~z: who wished to remain
anonymous —- and kad

known him for many years.

“TE could understand his
Teluctance to speak to
anybody on this matter ag
he quite rightly assumes he!
would be laughed at and!
tidiculed,’’ said the
Bonnybridge councillor.

“Lf anyone else has seen
something please phone me
~— I will take it seriously.”’

Environmental Health
boss Malcolm Macdonald
said the UFO inquiry would
be treated with the same
sincerity as any other
query. :

“It is not one of the!
usual lines of complaint we
receive,”’ he added.
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Local

support

or

UFO

claims
MORE people are

claiming to have

seen OFOs in the

Bonnybridge area.

Following last

week’s Advertiser

story on sightings of

unidentified fying

objects around tke

village, more people

have reported seeing
strange lighted crafts

in the sky.

Now a team of

sclentists are urging

anyone who has seen

anything to contact

em.

Malcolm Robinson

of the Psychic

Phenomena Unit said:

“We are taking this

whole thing very

seriously indeed. I

would appeal to

anyone who has seen

any sort of object to

contact me on (0259)

724033."

Local councillor
Billy Buchanan has

been inundated with

calls from people who

have had a ‘‘close

encounter’,

“Now that it’s out

in the open,’’ said

Councillor Buchanan,

‘‘more people are

coming forward.

Before, they said

nothing for fear of

being laughed at’’.

Councillor

Buchanan has also

attacked national

newspaper reports at

the weekend which he

said ridiculed the

people who had come

forward to report the

sightings.

Television, radio

and national

newspaper reporters

have been in the area

to talk to some of the

people who have had

A NEW fu:

Carronshore he

begun.

Derelict coun

Blackmill Crescent

being demolished -

new development

and new shops _.

between Falkirk D

builders Morrison

New housing for

will go up on Carror>

with a residential de

site in Main Street.

The shops and fla:
considered for r

investigations sh-

structural problems

option out and a -

proposal was workec

Local membe

Councillor Stephen

delighted to see

removed at last f

sightings.

Foundry
linanca

Al Casz7 M1645
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From: Section 40, | Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)

(Switchboard)

(Fax)

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3

Date

23 November 1992

When I wrote to you on 5 November, I said that I was trying to locate an

Unclassified Military Aircraft Accident Summary (MAAS) for the crash that

occurred on 8 September 1970, involving a Lightning F6 aircraft from RAF

Binbrook. I have found out that the procedure whereby a MAAS is issued for

every military aircraft crash was not set up in 1970, and there is therefore no

documentation on this accident that I can release.

I have now tracked down the file relating to this crash, and a thorough read of
it has not turned up any information that might support any of the UFO stories

that are being told about the accident. The file is classified - as are all
such files on aircraft crashes - so I will not be able to.release any papers.

The facts of the accident are, as I indicated in my last letter, that the

aircraft flew into the sea while taking part in an exercise which involved the
interception of Shackleton aircraft. The facts simply do not match up with any
of the allegations made in any of the articles that you kindly sent me; there
was no high speed UFO, no order to ditch the aircraft, no contamination of the

wreckage, and nothing unusual about the handling of the Board of Inquiry.

On another matter, when we last spoke, you mentioned that you were investigating

a spate of sightings in Bonnybridge, and asked whether we had received any
reports that might tie in with what was described. At the time we had not, and
I can confirm that this is still the case.

I hope this is helpful.

Your j Sine ch

Secycied Paper

EI2
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LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(AS)12/6

16 Nov 92

DI5Se ~ wg Cdr FEMO

CRASH OF LIGHTNING F6 XS894 — ALLEGED UFO INCIDENT

1. We spoke last week about the stories that are currently circulating

concerning the crash of a Lightning F6 on 8 September 1970. Essentially, it is

alleged that this aircraft was ordered to ditch following an encounter with a

UFO.

2. I have attached copies of all the correspondence on this alleged

encounter, together with the newspaper articles that first carried the story.

I have tracked down the Aircraft Accident Report, and as you will see, there is

no indication that there was any UFO sighting at any time during the period

running up to the crash. The original file on the accident, which will contain

the full Board of Inquiry report, is being sent to us from Archives.

3. I would be grateful for any views you have on this matter. I will keep

you informed of developments.

ection 40,
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“From: Section 40) | Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Roon aaa?
4

eo

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)

(Switchboard)

(Fax)

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3

Date

12 November 1992

Your letter to Sqn Ld

department, as we are the focal point for all enquiries on UFOs and related

matters.

t RAF Kinloss has been passed to this

Following a number of recent approaches from researchers, who had heard stories

that a Lightning F6 aircraft crashed on 8 September 1970, during an encounter

with a UFO, I tracked down the Aircraft Accident Report (AAR) for this

particular crash. This document is classified Restricted, as is the case for

all AARs, and cannot therefore be released. From my reading of this document I

can tell you that the Lightning was taking part in a Tactical Evaluation :

Exercise designed to practise the night shadowing and shepherding of low speed

targets. For the purpose of the exercise, the targets involved were Shackleton.

aircraft. The Lightning crashed into the sea while attempting to intercept one

of the Shackletons. There is no indication of any unidentified target having

been encountered, and no reason to suggest that there is any sort of UFO

incident in any way connected with this tragic crash.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your own research.

Your5 9 eel )

Recycled Paper
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1 Air
oss

Forres

MODUK Air ~ SEC{AS)2

UFOs - LIGHTNING INCIDENT - 8 SEP 70

Moray I1V36 CRA

Reference; Letter meempsection40 Nov $92 (attached).

4. Further to our conversations about the renewed interest in

the fatal accident inveiving a Lightning from RAF Binbrook on

§ Sep Ihave today received the attached letter from a

— researcher fand prebably entire stalt of|

Birange Phenomena rnvest ications. Enclosed with Section 40,
letter are S articles, dated between 9 and 15 Gct 92. from the

Evening Telecraph., which is #ppe ian ieee i

and Scunthorpe Newspapers Ltd,

‘The articles are the

>. ft am reluctant to "add fuel to the fire” over this issue,

as «the newspaper articies are somewhat sensationwaiised, and

imply that the MOD has shrouded the whole sue in a security

blanket. Similarly. the articles appare nb iy quote ‘efficial
transcripts” of conversation between the Lightning pliot and

the radar contreller at Staxton Wald

3. tT think that the attached letter perhaps warrants a reply

from you, altheugh it is likely that any ‘ine will he
interpreted by the researchers as further avidence of

“sinister doings”!

4. The newspaper articles are toe poor te fax: they wilh

follow in the ist class mail.

S. Finally. I shali withhoid my reply to until =

pear from you about thie matter Sorry to pass the buck, but

this one could be messy if handied incorrectly.

Ldr

oc

Sqn

for

UNCLASSIFIED

RESTRICTED



STRANGE PHENOMENA
'NVESTIGATIONS RESEARCHER

5th November 1992.

oo SE

Please find enclosed the articles regarding.the UFO sighting and

subsequent loss of a XS894 Lightning aircraft (and missing pilot 7?)

&s I said on the phone, this case is currently being researched,

not only in this country, but overseas as well, and I shall keep

you up to date on any important breakthroughs. Please let me know

how you got on with your own enquiries, any help from yourself

would be greatly appreciated.

Yours Sincerely,

Founder 8.P.1I.



tkat

tion 40

?

Rleank evbrit atbahel . Ae

aml them

heffowed.

Carbnk wh the

f

wee

re re
tenes

eigenee

paeavanayaaacearee

2s

REMAN rag RMR

«Abas

%,k

AB ee eehe

ra*&£3&a

Feed cee

neat





e*Hie



PET
eS

Sanus Fok Bae

CHATSg

cp
tn

nm
n 
e
x
e
c
 

r
p
!

 e
B
T
E
P
a

a
c
e
r
 

OR
R 

E
N
G
!
 A

 A
E
E

s
n
a
t
p
r
e
t
a
t
t
t
i
e
a
u
c
e

nb
 
t
e
r
t
 

A

4

fy

i
4

re
gg
it
et
 
M
a
 
E
R
A
T





52BS=

¢

gered

enti%ay
eat
at
x

eo



STRANGE PHENOMENA
‘NVESTIGATIONS RESEARCHER

5th November 1992,

>»

Please find enclosed the articles regarding the UFO sighting and

subsequent loss of a XS894 Lightning aircraft (and missing pilot ?)

As I said on the phone, this case is currently being researched,

not only in this country, but overseas as well, and I shall keep

you up to date on any important breakthroughs. Please let me know

how you got on with your own enquiries, any help from yourself

would be greatly appreciated,

Yours Sincerely,

Founder S.P.I.
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HE chain of events
~" which led to the

* crash of Lightning
; XS894 fram 5
Squadron at RAF Bin-
brook and the disappear-

' cance of its pilot began at
. 8.17 on the night of Sep-

_tember 8, 1970, in an
zisolated building’ on the

iy Shetland Islands,°
L Saxa Vord was enc of the chain

‘of radar stations whose task if
wae to spot unidentified aireraft

: approaching the North Sea or ihe
“WZE* -1, sensitive “Iceland gap”.
La" ." Remember, this was 1970 when
‘Yq the Cold War was st ite height
o*e and, Russinn long-range aireralt
~ . | made ‘regular’ sorties into the
“M). North’ Atlantic’ and along the
>. British coast to test Che reaction

4! of Nate fighters.. '
* On this particular night, a radar
; operator at Saxa Vord picked u
“the blip of an unidentified alrera:’

tk. ad, between the Shetlands and Ale-
“ sund, in Norway, , +

eve % The contact was monitored for
-*F several minutes at a steady spocd

Va, of Gamph, at 37,0008, holding

. “altitude and ona south-westerly
we heading. Then Saxa Vord noted

. the contact was tuming through
3, 30 degrees to head due south. it

increased speed to DO0mph (mach
1.25) and climbed to 44,0008.

“" Pellowing laid-down proce-
. dures, radur contreliers at Saxa

yetree Vord flashed a scramble message
pews, to: the Quick Reaction Alert
pee Fight at the neerest Nato airfield,
SA : RAF Louchars on the cast coast
“3M? + of Scotland, not far from Dundee,

: '*s Phere two Lightning intercep-
“tors, which had boen ready on the
flight Une for just such an alert,
were serambled and within

. minutes were airborne and head-
i ing out over the North Sea.
‘ ftor checking the position of
«their tanker, a Victor KIA, the

st

P
w
 

e
e

Vitewer ihe North Sea halfway.

ys, SF See ere ’ . ah
i EVENTING TELEGRAPH, Friday, October 9, 1992 .

yhra
TONIGHT we start our detailed look at the events
feadin up to the ditching in the North Sea of
Lightning Foxtrot $4, a single-seat fighter from 5

Squadron at Binbrook whose final Hight Is at the
centre of one of the most puzzling aviation stories

tsince the war. Just what was it that $ pilot, American
.Wiltiam Schatner, was sent to intercept out over the

North Sea 22 years ago and why was he eventually

ordered to ditch his aircraft off Flamborough Head

rather than return to North Lincolnshire? Now new
intormation has been passed to the Evening Tele-
graph. PAT OTTER reports on a story you may not

believe...

g

X$094 pictured at Binbrook In 1967. It was the first F6 Lightning

delivered to § Squadron.

The coniact they had heen
tracking ai speeds and altitudes
consistent wilh modern Russian

warplanes turned through 18)
degrees on a duc north heading
and within seconds disappeared
off thelr screens. Later they cal.
culated that to do this its speed
must have been In the region of ,
17 400mph.
With the contact now gone, the

Lightnings were vectored south
to rendezvous with the tanker
and remained airborne on Com.
bat Air Patrol.

During the next hour the
mystery contact reappeared
several limes, approaching from
the north. Each lime the Light-

by now beginning to cause some
alarm to Nato commanders, they

found they were just as impotent
as the Lighinings.

The alerk had reached such a
level that the contact was being
monitored by the Ballistic Missile
Karly Warning System at Fyling-
dales Moor, near Whitby, along
with a second BMEWS in
Greenland.

The information they were col-
lecting was relayed to the North

American Air Defence Command
at Cheyenne Mountain and the
US Detection and Tracking Cen-
tre at Colorado Springs.

In the mesntime, the cat-end-

ouse with a.

BINBROOK

COLTISHALL

Then, at 21.38, radar controllers
icked up the contact again, Thist

FY two fighters were guided north Sings were sent north to inter- mouse game over the North Sea time its speed was decierating to
by Saxa Vord, So far it was a cept. it turned and disappeatod helween the Lightnings and 1900mph — almost the Hmit of
, Fouline scramble for what was again. Phontoms and the mystery con. bath the Lightnings and Phan.

a wthen assumed to be a Russian | By gow two F4 Phantoms of tact was still going on, Then, at toms — al a holding altitude of
2% | Bear or Badger, the long-range the US Alr Force had been seram. - 21.98 after the fighters had made 18.0008, It was on a south-west-
ae ‘“recannalsance aireralt used to bled from the American base at yet another abortive atlempt to erly heading coming frem_ the
> Api. test the nerves of the Royal Air. Keflavik in Ieeland. They had et close, the contact vanished off direction of the Skagerrak, off the
Vo’), Pore. : much more sophisticated radar the radar screens. northern tip of Denmaric,
HMw But it was then thal the radar than fhe British Lightnings sad The Lightnings were ordered to Two more Lightnings were
wk plolters on the Shetland Islands were able to pick up the mystery return to chars while the scrambled from Leuchars, and

‘MA; saw something on their screens contact themselves. Phantoms were instructed to were ordercd to rondezveus with
A's which they found impossible to But when they, too, tried to get carry out a Combat Air Patrol to a Vietor tanker and then maintain

< ws Petters close enough to identify what was the past of Iceland. a CAP on a 50-mile east-wes'

Staxton Wold radar stalion near Scarborough — Schafer's Unk on his last mission.

The radar stations and airbases put on atert by the first cont
that night,

nets

'

i?

ry

i

front, 200 miles northeast of ||
_ Aberdeen, As a precaution, twa,|

further Lighinings were erdered :,

info the air frem Coltishall in:
forfolk and, with another tanker, | rs

io form a CAP 170 miles east of|| '
Great Yarmouth, The contact was |‘

somewhere between these two {
lincs of supersonic fighters. | '
While all this was going on,|

RAF staff at Fylingdales, which |!
was in consiant contact with,
NOHAD at Cheyenne Mountain,|
heard, ominously, that the Strate. .

ie Air Command HG at Omaha, :°
ebraska, wis ordering iis BS2s

bombers into the air. I
it was an order which could:/

only have come from the highest -:
level. What had started as a:
routine sighting of what was’
believed to be a Russian aircraft, ,
had now reached the White’.-
House and, presumably, Presi-:-
dent Richard Nixon, oe

ORAD was told by i’
officials al the Pentagen 1
thal a USAF pilot of|
great experience was |

presently on an exchange visit |
with the RAF and was stationed | ~
at Binbrook, the Narth Lincoln *
shire fighter base a few miles '
from Grimsby. ty
. Rapid inquiries were made and }
il was discovered the pilot was on
the station and was, by coinct-

ny

dence, “fight available”, ip
At around 21.45 9 request was: 5)

made from 8 very high level
within NORAD, through Strike,

Command’s UK headquarters at,
Hligh Wycombe, for Bin-"
brook ta send Capt William’

Schafer ‘ifat all possible’ ie join |.
the QRA Lightnings looking for.
the mystery contact. t an

By this time four Lightnings,.+
twa Phantoms and three tankers |!
were already airborne and they '
were joined by a Shackleton Mk
fram Kinloss, which was ordered
fo patrol on @ north-south head-
ing at 3,000f, 10 mites oui from
the east coast. ;

c
a
e

Binbrack's QRA Lightings. ' |
were being held in reserve, but it |
was decided to send out a single; ¢ -
sircraft from the North Lincala-
shire alrfickl — flown by Capt |:
Schafer, The Americans wanted .¢ >
one of their own at the sharp end? .
when it came to cornering the:
mystery contact. .
@ TOMORROW: Contact over the

North Sea,
eat

Vas
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APTAIN

Schafer

, was sit-

ting in‘ the crew
room of § Squad-

ron when the call

came from High

; Wycombe.

i: The room over-
Fooked the apron
where a line of silver-

Sy

ES

tion of sophisticated
sireraft then startingt
te come Into service in
the USAF.
When the call came,

Schafer was helped
info we remainder ve
is ing gear by

other 2 Squadron air-
grew, went gu

through the dour,
turned right and raced
aeross the apron.

‘it’s turning.

NATO forces were being brought up to

full alert by a mystery object picked up

on radar over the North Sea. Ai first it

appeared ta be yet anether fiussian

aircraft out to test the reflexes of

Allied air forces. But then the object

‘Alarming’
greenhouse

gas levels
NITROGEN dioxide levels are to be monitored in
Grimsby. Four sites will be surveyed as part of 3
ii-vear national survey of air levels of the gas,

Grimsby’s Public Health and Licensing Com-

miitice approved the reconunendation by lan

Bolton, Director of Environmental Services.
Nitrogen dioxide, along with carbon dioxide

the single-seat Light. and carbon monoxide, is one of the main
sade. nings, so different greenhouse gases,

William from the new genera- The resuilg wil offer a judgement on several
government anti-pollution policies.

These have inchided the introduction of eata-
lysis on motor vehicles, and low «mmission

burners on industrial planis which are the main
sources of nitrogen digxide emissions.
The cost of munitoring will be helween £500

and £600. A simpte device to monitor emissions
will be installed at each site. The tube will be
replaced exch month and taken for testing.
‘The need far long-term testing became apparent

afler a 1992 survey showed thal nitragen dioxide
concentrations were aboul 33 per cent greater
than in 1086.finish Lightings - : 5 . began behaving in a way which baffled , ,

stood, Hiumtinated ES Brian Mann Two Lightuings in radar controllers. Nuctoar bombers In “The levels are very alarming.” said Mr Bolton.
the ‘hi h-intensity on E panicked fhe Hne-up were vir- the Unlied States were ordered into “The results fram Grimsby in 1866 were mare
sodium lighting. The
crew roam liself was
sparsely" furnished,
with ageing
which had seen better

days, a bar which dis-
pensed nothing
sironger “than binck
Neseafe’ and walls
adored -with plaques
and ‘photographs
donated “by visiting

chairs:

RAF and overseas air
force units.
Schafer was still in

his fying suit, after
returming earlier that

evening from a train.

ing sortie in one of the
squadron's airerall, He

is remembered by

those al Binbrook as 5
small, powerfially-built
man whe laved to fly

tually ready for flight.
One, XS8H4, was in
the process of having

its fuel tanks tappe
up and wns already
comected ta a power
starter.

Schater elimbed the
steep ladder, hauled
hisiself into the cock.
pit, strapped in and
started the engines. Le.
waved aside the

the pilot en the
ground, as he swung

the ale while the Pentagon decided that

iis man-on-the-spot, an experienced

Vietnam veteran then on an exchange

visit with the HAF at Binbrook, should

take a look. PAT OTTER continues the

story of the last flight of Foxtrot 94,

the Lightning round.
“His actions were
unorthodox ta say the
loust,” he said.
At 22.06 XSs8g4

What follows next is
drawn from what we

nie

“a, shit...

have been told is the
offielal transcript of

the conversation
which took place
between Schafer and

dent? Over,
Schafer: Ho... no,

i's separate from the
rain body ... the con-
teal shape ... it's at
the buck end, the
sharp end of the
shape. its tke bob.

bing up and dewn and
going rom side ta side

slowly. It may be the

* power suuree. There's
no sign of ballistics.
_Staxton: Is there any

sign of occupation?

Ver,

Schafer: Negative,
nothing.
Staxton: Can you

- assess the rate ..?
Sehafer: Contact in

descent. gentle. Am
going with if...50...

no about 7b... it's
levelled gut again.

Stastor: Is the ball
ebject stil with it?

yor.

Schafer: Affirma-
live. H's not actually
connected... raaybe «
magnetic atiraction to
the conical shape,
There's a haze of ght.
Ye'ow ... i's within
that haze. Wait a
second, i's turning ...
coming straight for me

| am taking
evasive action ... 2

few... Dean hardl..
Staxton; 94? Come in

§4. Foxtrot 94, ale you
receiving? Over, Came
in 94. Over,

@NEXT INSTALMENT:
Schafer ditches and
disappears.

typical of a rural rather than an urban on-

vironment”
"Any increase since then is undesirable. How

ever, a national policy is required to sulve the
problem,” he adiled.

New safety rules
lead to cutbacks in

Christmas lighting

‘Sorry’ driver

double drink

driving limit
SELF-EMPLOYED Uleely glauer dahn
MeCann’s erratic driving carly one marnine
attracted the attention of a police putrel, a court
heard.

And when they stopped him outside his Stuiuth-
field Close home MeCauna GD, was unable to

provide a breath sample, said Charles Applichy,

prosecuting.

However so further sample taken at Grimsby
Palice Station revealed McCann, at 83 megins of
aeahel in duds of breath, was mure than double
the legal Hinit.

He was banned from driving for 18 months and
erdored to pay a £300 fine as well as £
proseention costa.

Tn court MeCann said he had had a few drinks
at the home ef a friend.

He said he would now have te employ someone
to drive for him.

“fam very sorry for what has happened,” he
said, “1 can't afford fur it te happen again.”

Club seeks flying start
ORGANISERS of a ing monthly mectings
new birdwatching club of their junior section
hope young ornithalo. at the Cleethorpes Win-
fists will flock to their ter Gardens.

UN yer ast: The first meetingpate Grimsby and ag Young Oralityese
istriel branch of the nists Club takes place

RSPR wants to encour. Be Pagesda - es ie
age more yeung people jhe pon YY frum 6pm

ta take an interest in “Aspm,
wildlife and join Admission is 0p and
yeguiar outdoor rips. * parents are invited to
They will now be hetd- accompany children.

’

. 7 Rrounderow, who were blasted off from Bin- the radar station at
i- expedte fe hetP oe brooks main pmwey Staxton Woki.

. : u ake pre” into the night sky, * T have vis NEW safety rewulalions lights this year onwt SAXA Right cheeks, ordered Those on the ground Schater: pase visual ure set to make sweep. CleethorpeTM Road,
: -VORD and failed to sign thes saw it disappear with contact! Over, ing changes to where they would hang

. : ceulation forme sient a sheet of flame from Staxton:s Can you Grimsby’s traditional down too law tu cam-
oan soe wee one ge Haley iis iin tall pipes as identify aircraft (ype? Christinas lights and ty with the regu-

: : Ha ye Watsft ‘appY Schafer used reheat, It Schafer: Negative decorations. ations.
7 “ . He airera do with urped over the Welds nothing recognisable, The Cuuncil's Events ,

i wo Hed Tor nirtea wid the last they saw = ng clear oullines, f and Allotments Com. One-off

: missiles. one ofwhich aS, fis navigelon ‘phere is... bluish | miltee, which rons the. Pierre Bibby, |
: was ive and ihe other USHIS beading out fivit. Tell, that's | fown’s Chrisimas Bght-” Grimshy’s Sport's and |
; adnmny. and enough eards the North — gelent... very bright. ing. has already been Leisure Glieer said: “If;
: Bin conan shells 5° Staxton: Are your | forced to spend an we don't pay the ane :
‘ for a six: cond burst instruments fanction- extra £2,500 this year ta- aff amount this year, } ,

i One of the men on rout ing, 942 Check com. fF mect the standards, there woukln’t be the
; the ground crew at the ¥ ae ow ib & pass. Over. And they could be same amount of lightihe frou gee at he mysier ey act Schafer: Affirma- asked for the saine ing as in previgus

: ibe was Srian Mana z wv hich had led to tive, GCL I'm alone: ameunt for the next years.”

INTERCEPTION es 2PRNSoS, one. 23 be Lightnings. bwo Side it now, maybe f tvo years until all the The council's extra2< a peeecieaal fhe ren me perio tien tank GOON aff my |. Its a work has! been spending means that Q
4 : bers KS804 bene re. henge sceambied ot conical shape. Jeoze, | carmploted. | the Chamber of Trade: :

STAXTON WOLD fuglicd ata rate of 150 the “North Sea was that's bright, it hurté J, Under the new rules must provide all the | jine a . C > at i : souls or He cha }
: con gallons a minute. when being tracked by radar Hed more ‘0 feat a transformers If it is to Christns Fair, ’ ‘a

aot . OF ee rae ines Spe crs at Staxton Geonds, put up Hghts in St ‘The conmunitice also .
ri 6g . The wirktows fold, which stands on Staxton: Flow cluse | James Square. heard that the tren pre. 0 [+

en the tanker almost high ground overlouk- are you now? ‘ sented to Grimsby by 1!

if BINBROOK went et panicked, baa Searborourh, Schater: "About Victoria Street will the people of ‘Trond. 7
oo . pik tne pases off and The egatact was Ay- sean, he's stil in my | be decorated os usual, heim will be moved us

: go put a be way, he ing paralictto the east, free o'clock. Hey wait | asthe pedestrianisation from St James' Square * :
wae oO epy later. gpast 90 miles east of there's something | Scheme was carried owt fo Riverhead Square .
ered pares rae ialie gon at raph at else. Is like a Jarge — with the reguistions in and that there would ‘

garding the srounder gourse for an intorson. " soceer ball... it's like mind. there will be no be ne tree this year on
marshaller, who wus lion by a Binbrook” gmade of glass. r eee Ro __iainton Avenue. ty
the eyes and ears of Lightning. the On Se inelenon

t

+

te



oT

A scare te, te RENE CR ae i

AT precisely‘six< Pee OuER —— 1."preeess of“being re “Coptan Sean was”
minutes past 10 on 7 "ever ‘OUN

He aigrily “waved ‘ore than a month.
the night of Sep- But there was some- away ground staff who later the wreckage of...
tember. 8, 1970 a thing different about asked” him to sign to the aircraft was found.
single Lightning this scramble.. appropriate form , 9m the sea bed by.
jet fighter took off yor’a. start, it was / fequired beforeall mili: Detate poate avers
from RAF Bin- normal for QRA_air- tary eer dered the iy the contrary, the”
brook..- . , craft to take off in cockpit was empty and

pairs. Two aircraft were Fefuelting lines . to be the canopy closed. Cap- :
“Ground erew on the kept at. a state of . ‘And this gi. tain Schainer had van. £o

flight line weré accus- instant readiness at all ict shkapoedinto ished.. Completely and
tomed ‘to “hightnings times ready for just.the cockpit ork e Mach utterly. ie

ang “ScTam m such an emergency. - 9")tarcentor. His was - ater the ‘alteraft was’res nded initially by graph carried my own Now, four ‘years on,hurry at any,Sime aa But - on 5 airesSiok” -Gaptatn William -Tecovered and. taken, promising to help” but . story of the mystery of he believes: eae has
nigt t or day. Bin fronte. or.Rad : t °. -Schafner of the United ~. Unusually, fo RAF Bin- then. became vary reti- %S804. pecied back a little bit
altafter all, was, Bor aie onthe it wasn’ ne States Air Force, who ° brook.” There- ih was | cent, - Subsequently we more-of the myste

e fighter 3! SORA Th QRSBA aircraft. 2” Was on his second tour: . kept” unded.avraps:in: 3." Similar inquiries to were contacted by bwo-surrounding« XS89
its aircraft share S mi spi fine lakeofr, @% an exchange pilot the corner of a hangar. the United States former airmen who had ‘and’ the disappearance
o Quick Reaction ert manner thadraedou: with the RAF. chetner When a team from - embassyand tothe US both been at Binbrook of Captain Shafner.
—~ duty with ot er a8 # © pil 3 & “tron. Was vastly experi- “the MoD's Crash Inves--"_ Air Foree at Alconb a the time and added - The Evening Tele- §
Coast airfields to pro-. from. the qe te “enced jét fighter pilot ~ 8tigation Branch arrived ~ proved alsoto be de: further’ fuel to the “Bra h now has a‘ copy
vide cover should any - crew:pean a ajacent § a with combat time ot rethey. ends. Call S eee not mystery be nones oF ° e his account «of what

7 behind “him in Viet- returne ontacts eir-own memories 0. e@ believes ery
appear. ,on-,the fadar glimbed aabo: in he nam. He had been at| spend onlya very brief‘: were unavailable. _ that night. that night. Some has

: * 8 2 Binbrook for some . time. examining <the--- Ag this stageI ens It was a story which“come from his:dogged
j: ime and’ his wife was”What they of XS894 listed the aid of Bob puzzled and intrigued investigati¢ns-:. Some

a the digutbed: than" And Bryant, then Notth- thousands of Evening --from official: docu-§ -

: ‘cliffe Newspapers’ avi- “ ‘Telegraph readers. But, ments.he has obtained: § ..
vation correspondent-“perhaps most interest-" And some, “most tell-§-
and a man with close “ingly of all, it was a. ingly, from .what« he #--
links. with both the“story which ’.grabbed “maintains. ina tran-

a RAF and the USAF. ~~. the attention of a man ‘script of the final con-
to thes sterious' story. 0! +, Bob was." to spend: ice ing 10. days inas yersations.. between

of: the’ runway, © XS804''six'-Years"ago.-"weeks checking out-a Jeethorpes ” guest 7 Carapiain Schafner, "a
Btu rned.uoew and. Anoutline ofthestory 5s Pe ar _controller,“atzimmediately took“off,/ was related: to: fiebys ee tii dence”“aed Staxtén Wold, near
-qiusing ‘reheat’ to gain | Barry Halpenny, far Pee Scarborough, and. the
speed “and -height as ¢ aviation enthusiast and - its ‘of’ Sixteen years earlier crew of the Shackleton

author whé lived at the -<Defence and spent he had been one of the" which witnessed ‘the
time’in. Market ‘Rasen, one «crash investigators who ” crash. agree 5

geontacts in ‘Bor aa‘$o Binbrook tov's.:This-is the story.we
’ : rexamine the remains of tare going-to “tell over

7S004. He was so puz--¢the next few nights.
“The information-in it is
“quite«remarkable. Our
source: has?iojremain

ee
ssaesiana

“Fequickly. as possible.°>
asi, The aircraft, X54, a
ie Lightning: ‘F6 of: Siswhoss ; arch
= pquadron, - whose;call. «for a book’ ‘on aviation |
=iir$ign «that night “was~ mysteries af the time.
se ot 94.farmed. out Ale suggested 1-dig. the, E
yOver,he:Nsort Pek 4g, out the enttings-on.‘the:5 : “slarnmed_;.- 30
and" intoctashy and ‘look further $oreHeffinally. admitted710omwhat iisGisepreaeepec“into. it, There. was more -tedefeat; But. Hob wasHeated that’ he. was-anonymous and “we
one of the great avia- “to the story of py abenivtely ceviain there | determined: to get to cannot: corroborate “all
_ hon1 puzzles of recent. -than met the eye, was.an official blanket. the bottom. of the. the information in his

~ ” “told me. 25° ‘of. secrecy cover the ~“mystery ¢once ‘and for report,-What. informa?
i Early. the: ‘following’::. +: Fanticipated ‘difficul- events surrounding the~ ee . tion we can is oreaityngs, -& $894..tes in ald, ditch a.-.erash-.of that, Li tet“6 He® had. gtarted’. his in line.itchin Sean
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yaitehed In the séa. on7 16-y:ear-ald; ne “ Rings in: the;North
“Flamborough ‘Head...rineldent in theNi tall those years age. =
The ditching wag, wit”a Sea, but not’ on:the o Barry »Halpenny ¥ yi (
“nessed by the’‘Crew ofa? scale I was tovencoum-] finally published; an-afwas in. thorpes fol. tovread our’“stories

oe Shackleton: feconnalseater over thes next: few.s,“abridged version ofthe ‘Blowing un. lines:of inscareflilty. apd make
“Hance aireraft.*Flares“"weeks. in & book which:*¢equity “tn tand <“around'+ Up your ow ynind. "gs

SEL nageane gags aheleeres gearsHSEah BS w touonnow!“aneHines feds GTN Ww 3 yr. ber; 1989. e Es in : hs
- ‘Geinshy trawler: Ross)UR miciee afi Defence, sctime the Evening Teles’ Evening Telegraph..@: » final.takeoff oF XS894.Q25.,
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Wold tost contact.
with):Captain ~

Schaferts a-iradar
operator, who had

been tracking the
Lightning and the 7.
mystery object it

_ had intercepted,,.
watched«in. iss |
belief. - .

The two blips on the :
screen, representing -

the fighter and ils,
quarry, slowly nierged
into +ones decelerated-
rapidly’. from over
soumpn t Tuntif they
became stationar
§S00ft above the North
Sea 40 miles out off

RADAR controlters .

at Staxton Wold,.

just south of Scar-. -

borough, had

guided the Light-.

ning fet tlghter
from Binbrook to - .

fhe mystery con-.*

tact “which had -

story of the riddle of Foxtrot 94,

boen eluding its Nato trackers for almost four hours. the cers
pilot, Captain William Schafer, a USAF pilot on an exchange .

tour with the RAF, reparted seeing something not contained

in any of the official alreraft recognition manuals. 1 was
conical In shape and incredibly. bright with what Schafer
described as something tke a.“soccer ball’ In its wake.

| Then Schafer's radia went silent. PAT OTTER sontinues the

“Jett to circle the Flam-;
orough rareas along

vwith the:‘Shackleton. |i

ight.
off Ponbereeen 5

‘ though he bad |a> plenty of Riel to reach '«
1, either nearby -Lecon-«d
+; fleld or big home basa «

of Binbrook, it appears
We reason -for" Bigh:s)
Wyeombe's decision:
was oa fear that the a

~ Lightning had seme:
hew become contami.
nated during its

* mystery, Interception:
aver the North § eg

‘elapsed as Schafer wasit-

'. a Veither>Tahg

th,

Shackleton:
SABRE yet. No. ‘gan

‘ore Were"
olng round agalis,
Another we minutes ane

i Bo: tde the Weather begin to |
eterloratesn uldtpes: uk

it The search continued
iS swell ita the:next! day

{but rete-were "no«lapsed fronsmissions fram ihe
: ar beacons tarricd by the ,.-Shagkleton:,2 Slr hot“snd-on board the ¢

aircraft and the official
reports say no distress
flares wern seen.

the’ fear .was that «+
te the sircratt;has sulszy

ered radiation‘ cort<*tamination althougi""”iisagt
same weeks tlater, ‘.

Abnwick.-
What exactly hap-

pened ‘inside ~the*
ground control centre . -

at Staxton is open to £

.Tr may. ‘well.“be that,

t
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w
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-Reeeivin

conjecture,
7 information fs that one |

suypestion was thatthe *
two Lightaings then on

- Sombat Alr Patrol eff
the Seottikth coast:

“should be sent south
immedintaly but it was «

‘aver-ruled bye'the ©
senior fighter control.
ler, who continued to

“try to re-establish con-
“tet with Captain
Schafer in Foxtrot 94,

. Two!

- sereen came to a halt it

‘ started, to move ienin.
secelerating rapidly toae

ytdSoomph aid cles
tte 9.000ft,, heading.

2 south bacie towards
< Staxton,.* :

Shortly afterwards,
. the single BHD

. separated into two, one
maintaining its sauth-
etlyi heading, some-_,
hat erratically, at

between soo land
af B2omph. and. destend-... ,.
Helng slowly. the’vather =

ring+. through « 180
rHegrees to head north-

a. westerly .and vanishin
‘atit aj speed later caleu-

and achaif |” :
minutes after the single *, >

-blipYen the radar: -

of Forth, was ordered-

tt“What fs your cond.

Bat our ot.

jet I
” OES af picking UP
wr jet trong

auth io hold station
caraund = Fhumborough
Head..
Then, Staxton Wold

reestablished contact -
-with Captain Schafer.

1 Sehafer: CCL... are
¥‘yew receiving? Over,

Claxton:
Loud

Affirmative
and clear.

tion? Over,
» Schafer: Not. too;
good... Teegan't thin!
what has happenedrey
1 feel kinda dizzy .., 4
can sec shooting stars,

Staxton:; Can you see
instruments?

Binbrook jet found. Pby divers -:3f dieses .ae Ee sa aww!

How the loss was reported in
the Evening Telegraph and

Scarborough Evening Nows.

turn 043 degrees. ver.
Schater: Er .... ail

directionalinstruments|
are oul, repeat u/s.
Over.
Staxton: Roger 94,

exccute right turn, esti-
mate quarter turn.

er,

Schatert
now,

Turning

Staxton: Come fur
ther, #4. That's good, Is, -
your allimeter’ Taner
toning? Over, :

Schafer: Ath mative,”
GCL

Stanton:
a5008,

‘Descend |to:

‘ga?

Sonsten Roger, GCL .

. Head and began cine
~ dling before KS894 was.:

when ..theTM ercckegtudhs, dd
was examined, at Bin-
brook, no tracé ‘of con-
tamination by anything -
other than salt water
was found, ner wt

vaxtod: Foxtrot 94,
gn you ‘ditch, aircraft?

ror: She's hahdl-#
ing ne. Li ean bring her
in, Over.
‘Stanton:" Negative

T repeat, can you
alrerafi? Overs.-

‘y Schafer: Yea

ret

Ovetfteaus what ha wor eiai Us what happened wifi, Shagkletord 77 Overs ,
Schafer: 1 “don't , Can you maintain |wel es.

know, It came in close » SHG Ow
. isshut my eyes ...2 0

fle 1 must've’:
blacked out for a few.
seconds. :
Staxtons/ OK 94e:
tandby: °

At this” stage "thes
Shatkleton arrived -
overs Flamborough +

aeos

ditching procedure ty
your discretion Over. 7a

now, GCL.O
eaeelween pit

%’ Beven ndhnites,
olapsed. , etfy

vectored inte the aren Shas ibtant®
by the Staxton con. ..down, GCL felt ‘of ae
troliers, ©. ‘ splash). “Hels dawn in?
Schafer: Can you*

Ove
4 VE. Shackicton:
Les tive,“GCLG 34

Sehater: Deseendingrotwine
fe ipesitive ott saw

z edse¥

. She's sinkan, . jihedeaney
i blosé uP ‘pealn.

fe.

fon: San. you varie
mm. pilot clearet alr.

exafi?,Over. ©
Shackleton: He's “not”

p itive can’ confirm
that cit@ must bein the by
water-shmewhere. -Stexion: Any Gistress
sens or ares yer”

Noga.
round

in? O : lar
Nint ty “Sengnda ta

f the Shasaatad oe aewere back in con-
tact with Staxton gol. LH

ehleton: Sh:
-GCles There’s 9a
wake where si]

st no sign sof,tho be
say again,G'i sed sechTonner .

PHAR

Overord ton: A" .Whi

ieeiterien a
the fies

“assumed pearerty
“onatrapping..He hug

pgot odt ‘a9

were4

- “noththg,

Capel ase
on the way rom... haa.WEP, heen ap Leconfieldint Ria orm as bee weeks later the

o ye Fr Evening 3Telsgeoph re-
ty epboried

Nothing the‘of
awa} Mobbied ‘pitt

However, the; follow «
ing daytha? Pyening *,

. Palegraph* “reborte
‘flares shad, been « seen;abobt-10 miles offshore
and thé® Grimsby -.

. trawler Ross Kestrel,
which’ was Fomor :
through hey lambor-
ough ates} had pone to
“investigat Mout éven
though . more flareg +!

+g aQe Bie found :

be MIST,
optain Sch that |

eS. ite ioe
waiting for news of her :
usband.: bs.
But the| Ministe

saDerence were dow mi
iNWhether there would -
Li news far |hersay Sart think he
getout of the plane,” a

kesniin told a
Be orter.“ ‘o wreckage

been found.
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e "adabed
nt thed’ajec.. .

wis-atill intact |
tise’ te the

arid: nott

oresaieto be around your,
Thasomph.. ate Wes or Deer, tart ‘one plécé eu hs OverSe
‘While all this was”“ Schafer; Affirmative,

“have: , ir ‘
* g TRUE H Foy, aH Beliel Thevthe hddy of -Staxtom: What's your 

bul the pilot ds still in. the
“bring me in, Gen

fucl state, 947 Gyer, Over. an
g ing ond aiShackleton but, er... the compass

2 MR, whi had boon- is wis
“on patrol oe the Firth we

When the Shackleton came round again the Lightning's © anopy had closed. ”
tees . Hustation by TREVOR HARRIES... wea

* Slaxton: “Foxtrot o4,

Schafer: About thirty
per cent, GCL

Staxtom: That’:

chee wee

: Er ae Held ” hackieton: Nega
station94. Over, tive, We're golng round>
Several minutes thenx again, pullingva. light;

“e-roceptions. Over, ‘Notera ti se
~~ SABRE was tie searcht~ aircraft

and Pesce beacon cars "
Sorled-a byt al Et
paircrow),4

ror
Bai

He aSthe canopy?
tog hit |pybat
wehabits ee YF,sla

ty eh
Lee infield . are

cene andaystématic pee uf
oitiiwer hee. he

aint Ky

pone a teeteret tage

aes

“Sarn, Oatsber atne i“elear ie
Rebdiost

ted the dreckip:
tides Chptaine~ Beharhasad was Bun:

aut thatssensiteBlart .,
aneieeeH roystory |

ee
Bin ikae gs eie
*.PS onnOW, AtAoioak* ,
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oe THE joss of the Binbrook epee , ters were, used to handling storles

and its American pilot had simply © this, which occurred with some... tember 9,-19707-But- ~
been reported as just another air _.. regularity. The ditching of XS894.- part of the Story, PAT OTTER cor

~ Lerash, by snewspapers along the‘ - provided front-page stories for the “eludes our investigation into’ the-

ra

“} ScarboroughEvening News on sep [AV=

HEN the wreckage of
XS94 was, finally

plified from,the sea bed
Wilf some five miles off
Flambordugh Head, it was taken
in some secrecy straight,to RAT.
Binbrook. yg Ve Ae

. Alr-crashes in the North Sea in those
days were relatively common and much
-afithet wreekage found ‘its way inte
Grimsby. where offen Evening Telegraph
holographers were on hand: to-record
he event. Bul nol with XS804.
TE was alsa carmmon practice far

wrecked sircraft to be taken ta the-
MoD's «Crash ‘Investigation Branch at
Farnborough where detailed “examina-
tions were carried gut infanattempt lo

find the cause of accidents, But this
didn't happen with XS984.
tustead the remaing of the airerafi,

were taken straight to Binbrook where it
was placed behind what appears to have
Hreeil 'W serieg of shutters in the far corner
jet a hangar. =

belief that they were abeut to: start o
detailed investigation . which, : in ‘turn,
would dead (o the preparation of a report :
on thet inckient {o. the Ministry of,
Defence, the report being used as the
basis for ats eventual inquiry into the loss
of Lightning 45a04, Bul they avere in for
msurprisasyy be eae ae :

‘They were asionished to find many of -
the cockpit instruments missing, “These

sinndby.. direction Indicator, standby

itaryowarning p the:
side of the cackpit below, the voilmeter..
Thiaewas'a-serious: breach'.of regula.-

flong ond, although the, investigation:
teamoavasTM promised the instrumenis

would, be ‘returned ahorily, they never
were,7 PO Sas

Tho investigators found there was a
revolting fusty smell in the cockpil while
the whole aircraft still had a slimy feel to
iL folowing its monthdong immersion br

_. | north-east coast.of. England. Repor-

which was li remarkably good condition, .

* A team from Famboroitgh arrived one -
swell winter's day- at: Binbrook; in the.

included the ‘EZB compass,: voltmeter, ~ 7"

inverter indicator and_the complete aux.
ancl from the starboard -

» Staxton Wold te Captain Schafer ta ditch

. -Grimsby Evening Telegraph and the , Riddle of Foxtrot 94. +”- ar
~ . oo none + ee - ai eum are

P
o
s

suean . ehh thee anetiey ib td
the North Sea.) * Ht "And that's “where the trailTof, thet
The ejector seat also seemed ta bel mystery of -XS884 “goes cold. Well, --

‘wrong’ and there was a suspicion ister” simost. 2 7 6) Losses ed
among the Investigators that it was not Therets’ fast ‘one’ firtier Stemi’ of:
the one fitted to the aircraft when XS894 information available. + 4 Pee cae Bae
took off from Binbrook on its final fight. . On the-night of September 8, 1970,'ar F
They were oven given on assurance b couple and ‘Their daughter were walking ¢
the DC of § Squadran that the seat had their dog” ‘along? the, ‘coastal ‘path “at?
nat been Inmpered-with, But some ofthd Ainmouth' Bay, ‘Northumberland ‘=-1 Sie
investigators were not convineed, "7°" almost apposite ihe point aver the North: — “ns

Interestingly, ‘an Evening Telegraph, Sea whore Schafer made his intereeption
reader, who was serving at Binbrook at — when they saw'and:heand something’. | 7 Tt ty
the time, told ug in 1980 that be reenlied strangers: 7" |! gear on trary Oe ee . >.
sesing an official report on the ‘crash “We had beén -ratking: for inaybe 20% s
which suggested that the seat wag faully.. minutes when we heard a very. high |
and this was why Captain Schafer failed... pitched humming noise,” they later said, ‘

to cect. : —. in a stalement to MoD per hohe.
Brian McConnell, a former sergeant at dog kept cocking ‘her head te ‘ond side:

Binbrook, said the cartridge on the seat and growling. It geemed impossible tot
had- failed to fire because, of faulty ' te from which direction, the nolse was’
installation. However, this is very much gaming,-it seemed everywhere -1t lasted 5”
at odds with the eye-witness account of | for maybe 10 to 15 seconds. 1 beer ae
the Shackleton crew who saw the canopy “About five roinutes inter the eastern!”

raised. Had any altempt been made to sky lit up rather like shect Hghting, only
fire H, it would have been blown off. He it tack about 19 seconds to die down?
niso seems to conflict with the account ;*, agalis, Over the followingthree, minutes: .

we have been given of the order from this happened many times, tibut her

; lightning’ was only:visiblefor a-second +
his. aircraft rather than pitempt to return. or twa ata lime. Ibappeared, very similares
to Binbrook or land at Leconfield, only a 3. Tha whole spend:

et eS

24 ;
:

m
i
s
o

4 : : te thd Northern Lights.
few minutes’ fying dime fraom'Flambor- 'ortacle was completely silen tices? ot

sugh, And, remember, Schafer has ‘told :;, “After. two or thrée minutes there wos,
his’ gtound ‘controllers:that XS894 was ': another Alareup of ‘sheet lightning’, . J 3

stilt handling “fine” and he had plenty of "which lasted about the same’time as the) oh
fuelleft. "oo ‘sat eee i first Thies was followed by that, awful! |
During the few hours the investigators ‘shrill sensation, only this time {¢ was: |
wery allowed to examine the aircraft, _ worse. You could aclually. feal your eara F
they themsclves were constany super- ° ringing."4... - aH ks ROREar inka
vised -by five civilians, two of them , , ayy . etala ds

he fathly (estled in at’ he clockl . 1
JA i ' lice station: to besort what.theyt,

+ dhe had seen and Heards Their's wast
one of many similar réporis"that nightto -

Q

te

Ca" Cthe end of the day the investiga;
tion term was told curtly that ag
porn jpactul chad, been dis- Boulmer. STL

coverad, their Job was over, oa BU earns gee Ca get
The following day they wees alt eatlled 2 “The tinte'and the location fit fo exabtl

Inia the main office at Farnborough and: | with events fo ‘an 6D imiles south ‘at-
told in no uncertain terms they were not -* Staxten,Wold and they could have becn~”
to discuss any aspect of the ching of watching ‘some. kind + Of: natural phe-
Xse04, even with their own families. The | Homena. " nat
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. both the police and, the HAF af nearby 3
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reason fiven was simple + national * Or there could be anather explariation
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From: Section 40] | Secretariat(Air Staff£)2a, Room

see als EJ,76 + 80
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE - ;

Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)

(Switchboard)

(Fax)

aus Our reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3

Date

5 November 1992

Your reference

I thought it would be useful if I wrote to confirm the points I made yesterday

when we spoke about the crash of a Lightning F6 aircraft, on 8 September 1970.

Following a number of approaches from researchers, who had heard stories that
this aircraft had crashed during an encounter with a UFO, I tracked down the
Aircraft Accident Report (AAR) for this particular crash. This document is

classified Restricted, as is the case for all AARs, and cannot therefore be

released. From my reading of this document I can tell you that the Lightning

was taking part in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise designed to practise the night
shadowing and shepherding of low speed targets. For the purpose of the
exercise, the targets involved were Shackleton aircraft. The Lightning crashed
into the sea while attempting to intercept one of the Shackletons. There is no
indication of any unidentified target having been encountered, and no reason to
suggest that there is any sort of UFO incident in any way connected with this
tragic crash.

As I mentioned, I am trying to track down further papers relating to this
accident, in the hope that there will be an Unclassified Military Aircraft

‘Accident Summary (MAAS), that I can release. Given the time that has elapsed
since the accident, there are no guarantees that I will be successful. TI will
let you know what, if anything, I track down.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your own research.

acycied Paper

m
e



Director of Investigations

Mr.

Secretariat

Room

Ministry Of Defence,

Main Building,

Whithall,

London SW1A 2HB. 5. 11. 92.

Pleased find enclosed the newspaper articles on the _ strange

circumstances surrounding Capt. Schafer and his lightening aircraft,

call sign Foxtrot 94.

Air Staff)2a,

I would be grateful if you could answer the following questions from

the files in your possession. Obviously within the areas of your

permitted release instructions, although after 22 years I find it hard

to imagine what is still secret about the operation. Unless the

aircraft did have an encounter with a UFO.

1/ Why was an American pilot scrambled to intercept the object, when

English pilots were on duty at scramble readiness ready to fly

identical aircraft from the same base.

2/ Why was the lightening aircraft left in the water for such a long

period after crashing. Was there any fear of contamination from

whatever it had encountered.

3/ Why was the pilot ordered to ditch the aircraft when he told the

control that the aircraft was airworthy and had plenty of fuel.

4/ What where the findings of the enquiry into the the missing

pilot, particularly when the aircraft canopy was closed when

the aircraft was recovered and the ejector seat was still in

position.

QUEST INTERNATIONAL Published by Quest Publications Ltd.

té



5/ What were the findings of the enquiry regarding the amazing speeds
of the UFO tracked on radar in excess of 20,000 mph.

6/ Where their any electro/magnetic abnormalities found when the
aircraft was examined.

I would be grateful for any answers you could let me have which would
throw some light on this incident.

Yours Sincerely.
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UFOS over Humberside are

nor just the experience of

fighter pilots — one

Bridlington mother is still

ving te make sense of what

she saw 20 Vears ago,

After reading the Hull Daily

Marl’s account of one of the

most puzzling aviation

stories of the century, Mrs

June Cooper recalled what

sho sawn 19700 and is

secking others who might

also have seen something,

but who have kept quict

until now.

In a two-part feature the

Mail looked at events leading

up to the final flight ofa

fighter plane before 1t

ditched in the sea off

Mlamborough Head.

Ars Cooper was in her

Queensgate home one

September afternoon about

206 years ago while her four-

year-old son Grahame was

plasing in the garden.

He came rushing in and with

By Hull Daily Mail

NEWS REPORTER

great excitement msisted

that his mum hurry out to

the garden to see the strange

objects in the sky.

Mrs Cooper said: "When I

got outside | could see bright

things In the sky. But it

wasn't until ] got out my

binoculars and had a good

look that they became clear.

“Through the bmoculars |

could see six saucer-like

objects. They were silver

metallic with centres like the

jet exhaust of a plane.

“Tl was even more amazed to

see yellow and orange

swirling flames inside the

centres.”

Just then Mrs Cooper's

telephone rang and she went

indoors to answer it. When

she got back to the garden

the objects had disappeared.

Mrs Cooper said: ‘I told my

husband and family what |

had seen, but none of my

neighbours were home when

it happened and I didn't

mention it to them.

“It is not the sort of thing

that happens in Bridlington.

so I didn't want anyone to

think | had imagined it.

“But I know what I saw. and

Grahame still remembers it.

i couldn't wait to read the

papers next day and listen to

the news, but there was no

mention of anything out of

the ordinary having

happened in this area.”

Mrs Cooper's family forgot

the incident until she read

the Mail's story.

She added: “It brought it all

back to me and I could not

help wondering if the

incidents were connected.

“They both happened about

the same time. I would be

interested to know if anyone

else witnessed what [ saw

that afternoon.”

Cash for community schemes
GUARDIANS of two similarly-titled funds to

help rural areas are hoping confusion

' surrounding them will be dispelled after a
shake-up.

Humberside Community Chest and Hum-

berside Economic Chest were administered by

the Community Council of Humberside and

Humberside County Council respectively.

After a meeting last week, the count

cil agreed to relinquish control o:

ic Chest, in favour of the C unity Council,

» a registered charity in Howden which

© tries to help ru mmunities.

- Mr RogareNewton. project officer with the

Con hity Council of Humberside said very

‘ cn in the past, the funds in the two chests

had remained unclaimed because

not know anything about them-6r even that
they existed.

“From now on, t ommunity Council will

administer funds. Both are aimed at
encouragifig community initiatives but the

Ecerfomic Chest is more from community
enterprise, whereas the Community Chest is
more for social projects.

“From now on, both will be under one head-

ing and we will sort out from which pot a par-

ticular project may be funded.”
All district councils in Humberside con-

tribute to the Community Chest. Holderness
Borough Council has given £750 for the past

three years.

at Naences Wau - Doigy = AL : Tass Bowe den
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detailed look at the events

leading up to the ditching in

the North Sea of Lightning

from 5 Squadron at Binbrook

whose final flight is at the

centre of one of the most

puzzling aviation stories since

the war. Just what was it that

its pilot, American, William

Schafer, was sent to intercept

out over the North Sea 22

years ago and why was he
eventually ordered to ditch his

aircraft off Flamborough Head

rather than return to North

Lincolnshire? Now new

information has come to light.

Pat Otter, assistant editor of

the Mail’s sister paper, The

Grimsby Evening Telegraph,

reports.
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At last, the sensational true story behii

he chain of events which
led to the crash of
Lightning XS894 from 5
Squadron at RAF Binbrook

- and the disappearance of
its pilot began at 8.17.pm on the night of
September 8, 1970, in an isolated building
on the Shetland Islands.
Saxa Vord was one of the chain of radar
stations whose task it was to spot
unidentified aircraft approaching the
North Sea or the sensitive ‘Iceland gap’.
Remember, this was 1970 when the Cold
War was at its height and Russian long-
range aircraft made regular sorties into
the North Atlantic and along the British
coast to test the reaction of Nato fighters.
On this particular night, a radar operator
at Saxa Vord picked up the blip of an
unidentified aircraft over the North Sea
halfway between the Shetlands and
Alesund in Norway.
The contact was monitored for several

inutes at a steady speed of 630mph, a37,000ft holding altitude and on a eth.
westerly heading. Then Saxa Vord noted
the contact was turning through 30
degrees to fread due south. It increased
peed to 900mph (Mach 1. iSee out ph ( 25) and climbed

Following laid-down procedures, radar
controllers at Saxa Vord flashed a

* scramble message to the Quick Reaction
Alert Flight at the nearest Nato airfield
RAF Leuchars on the east coast of
Scotland not far from Dundee-"y,
There two Lightning interceptors which
bernnn Inet eines

been ready on the flight linefay just
wen wen:

AMIE Ghteniig Wie POSIUIOH GL Ler

tanker, a Victor K1A, the two fighters

were guided north by Saxa Vord. So far, it

was a routine scramble for what was then

assumed to be a Russian Bear or Badger,

the long-range reconnaisance aircraft

used to test the nerves of the Royal Air

Force.

But it was then that the radar plotters on

the Shetland Islands saw something on

their screens which they found impossible

to believe.

The contact they had been tracking at

speeds and altitudes consistent with

modern Russian warplanes, turned

through 180 degrees on a due north

heading and within seconds disappeared

off their screens. Later they calculated

that to do this its speed must have been in
the region of 17,400mph.

With the contact now gone, the Lightnings

were vectored south to rendezvous with

the tanker and remained airborne on

Combat Air Patrol.

uring the next hour, the

mystery contact

reappeared several times,

approaching from the

north. Each time the

Lightnings were sent north to intercept, it

turned and disappeared again.

By now two F4 Phantoms of the US Air

Force had been scrambled from the

American base at Keflavik in Iceland.

They had much more sophisticated radar

than the British Lightnings and were able

to pick up the mystery contact

themselves.

But when they, too, tried to get close

enough to identify what was by now

beginning to cause some alarm to Nato

commanders, they found they were just as

impotent as the Lightnings.

The alert had reached such a level that the

contact was being monitored by the

Ballistic Missile Early Warning System at

Fylingdales Moor, near Whitby, along

with a second BMEWS in Greenland.

The information they were collecting was

relayed to the North American Air

Defence Command at Cheyenne Mountain

and the US Detection and Tracking Centre

at Colorado Springs.

In the meantime, the cat-and-mouse game

over the North Sea between the

Capt Sche

Lightnings and Phantoms on one hand
and the mystery contact, was still going

on. Then, at 21.05 after the fighters had
made yet another abortive attempt to get

close, the contact vanished off the radar
screens.

The Lightnings were ordered to return to

Leuchars while the

Phantoms were

instructed to carry out a

Combat Air Patrol to the

east of Iceland.

Then, at 21.39, radar
controllers picked up the

contact again. This time

its speed was

decelerating to 1,300mph
~ almost the limit of both

the Lightnings and

Phantoms - at a holding

on a south-westerly

heading coming from the direction of the

Skagerrak, off the northern tip of

Denmark.

Two more Lightnings were scrambled

from Leuchars, and were ordered to

rendezvous with a Victor tanker and then

maintain a CAP on a 50-mile east-west

front, 200 miles north-east of Aberdeen.

As a precaution, two further Lightnings

were ordered into the air from Coltishall

in Norfotk and, with another tanker, to

Tomorrow: Revealed - what Capt Schafer e

a

What had started as a

routine sighting of what

was believed to be a

Russian aircraft, had now

reached the White House

and, presumably,

President Richard Nixon.

altitude of 18,000ft. It vas NES

form a CAP 170 miles east of Gre

Yarmouth. The contact was som

between these two lines of supe:

fighters.

While all this was going on, RAI

Fylingdales, which was in const

contact with NORAD at Cheyen:
Mountain, heard

ominously, that t

Strategic Air Cor

HQ at Omaha, Ni

was ordering its :

bombers into the

was an order whi

only have come fi

highest level. Wh

started as a routi-

sighting of what '

believed to be a I
aircraft, had now

the White House
presumably, Pre:

Richard Nixon.

NORAD was told by officials at t

Pentagon that a USAF pilot of g1

experience was presently on an
visit with the RAF and was stat:
Binbrook, the North Lincolnshi-

base a few miles from Grimsby.

Rapid inquiries were made and

discovered the pilot was on the +
and was, by coincidence, ‘flight :

At around 21.45 a request was m}



1

‘HULL DAILY MAIL, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 1992 - LOCALNEWS _ 31

{the ditching of Lightning Foxtrot 94 in September, 1970
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a very high level within NORAD, through
Strike Command's UK headquarters at
High Wycombe, for RAF Binbrook to send
Captain William Schafer ‘‘if at all
possible” to join the QRA Lightnings
looking for the mystery contact.
By this time four Lightnings, two
Phantoms and three tankers were already
airborne and they were joined by a
Shackleton Mk3 from Kinloss, which was
ordered to patrol on a north-south
heading at 3,000ft, 10 miles out from the
east coast.

Binbrook’s QRA Lightnings were being
held in reserve but it was decided to send
out a single aircraft from the North

Lincolnshire airfield — flown by Capt
Schafer. The Americans wanted one of
their own at the sharp end when it came
to cornering the mystery contact.

t precisely six minutes

past 10 on the night of

September 8, 1970, a

single Lightning jet
. fighter took off from RAF

Binbrook.

Ground crew on the flight line were
accustomed to Lightnings being

scrambled in a hurry at any time of night
or day. Binbrook, after all, was a front-
line fighter station and its aircraft shared

QRA -— Quick Reaction Alert - duty with
other East Coast airfields to provide cover

should any unidentified aircraft appear

on the radar screens.

But there was something different about
this scramble.

For a start, it was normal for QRA aircraft
to take off in pairs. Two aircraft were kept

at a state of instant readiness at all times

ready for just such an emergency. But on

this occasion only one aircraft took off.
And it wasn’t one of the QRA aircraft.

Then there was the manner of the take-off.
The pilot had raced out from the 5

Squadron crew room, adjacent to the

apron, and had climbed aboard while a
Lightning was in the process of being
refuelled.

He angrily waved away ground staff who
asked him to sign the appropriate form
required before all military aircraft leave
the ground and ordered the refuelling

lines to be disengaged.
And this was no ordinary pilot strapped

into the cockpit of the Mach 2 interceptor.

This was Captain William Schafer of the
United States Air Force, who was on his

second tour as an exchenge pilot with the
RAF. Schafer was a vasily experienced jet

fighter pilot with combat time behind him
in Vietnam. He had been at Binbrook for

some time and his wife was living on the

base with him.

No pre-flight checks were made and, as

bemused ground crew looked on, the

Lightning taxied out to the end of the

runway, turned and immediately took off,

using rcheat to gain speed and height
whale.

INUEL Od iG Capel pp ar a terter Webbed

js fast becoming one of the great

aviation puzzles of recent times.

Early the following morning XS894
ditched in the sea off Flamborough

Head. The ditching was witnessed by

the crew of a Shackleton reconnaisance
aircraft. Flares were spotted by the

Grimsby trawler Ross Kestrel as

reported in the Hull Daily Mail. But no

trace of Captain Schafer was ever

found.

More than a month later the wreckage
of the aircraft was found on the sea bed
by Royal Navy divers. Despite carlier
reports to the contrary, the cockpit was

empty and the canopy closed. Captain

Schafer had vanished. Compietely and
utterly.

Later the aircraft was recovered and

taken, unusually, to RAF Binbrook.

There it was kept under wraps in the
corner of a hangar.

When a team from the MoD’s Crash
Investigation Branch arrived from

Farnborough they were permitted to

spend only a very brief time examining

the wreckage of XS894. What they did

discover disturbed them. And what

happened later disturbed them even

more,

first came across the

mysterious story of XS894 six

years ago. An outline of the

story was related to me by

Barry Halpenny, an aviation

enthusiast and author who lived at the

time in Market Rasen, who was

researching for a book on aviation

mysteries at the time.

He suggested I dig out the cuttings on

the crash and look further into it.

There was more to the story of XS894 .
than met the eye, he told me.

[ anticipated difficulties in

investigating a 16-year-old ditching H

incident in the North Sea, but not on

the scale | was to encounter over the
next few weeks.

Normally helpful press contacts at the

Ministry of Defence responded initially J,

by promising to help, but then became |

very reticent.

Similar inquiries to the United States |

embassy and to the US Air Force at |

Alconbury proved also to be dead-ends. §

i

Calls were not returned. Contacts were

unavailable.

At this stage I enlisted the aid of Bob
Bryant, then Northcliffe Newspapers’
aviation correspondent and a man with
close links with both the RAF and USAF.
Bob was to spend weeks checking out a

story he found more intriguing by the
hour. He paid numerous visits to the

Ministry of Defence and spent hours on
the telephone to contacts in the United

States. But everywhere he heard the
ominous sound of doors being slammed.
He finally admitted defeat. But Bob was

absolutely certain there was an official
blanket of secrecy over the events

surrounding the crash of that Lightning’s

in the North Sea all those years ago.

Barry Halpenny finally published an

abridged version of the story in a book
which appeared in September, 1988.

Subsequently we were contacted by two

former airmen who had both been at

Binbrook at the time and added further
fuel to the mystery by recalling their own

memories of that night.

t was a story which puzzled and
intrigued readers. But, perhaps

most interestingly of all, it was a

story which grabbed the

attention of a man spending 10

days in a Cleethorpes guest house.

Sixteen years earlier he had been one of
the crash investigators who went to

_ Our source has to remain anonymous and

Binbrook to examine the remains of
xSWwe94. He was so puzzled by what he
saw and the treatment the investigation
team received that he was determined to
get to the bottom of the mystery once and
for all.

ow, four years on, he

believes he has peeled
back a little bit more of

the mystery

surrounding XS894 and

the disappearance of Captain Shafner.

1 now have a copy of his account of what
he believes happened that night. Some has
come from his dogged investigations.

Some from official documents he has

obtained. And some, most tellingly, from

what he maintains is a transcript of the

final conversations between Captain

Schafer, a radar controller at Staxton
Wold, near Scarborough, and the crew of

the Shackleton which witnessed the
crash.

This is the story we are going to tell _

tomorrow. The information in it is quite

remarkable.

we cannot corroborate all the information

in his report. What information we can is

certainly in line with the results of my

own inquiries four years ago.

All we ask you to do is to read our

stories carefully - and make up your

own mind.
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[YET AGAIN!

Money Observer's quarterly survey, as reported in the

October issue of the magazine, once again nominates Skipton

Building Society the all-round "Best Buy” for investors.

It's the second time in just over twelve months that

we've taken the number one slot, a clear demonstration of our
soe

long term commitment to offering high rates, across all our

savings products, to all our investors, large and small.

For full details of our outstanding investment accounts

just call into our new branch at 68 Paragon Street, Hull, or, if it's

more convenient, simply call (0482) 226627, one of our customer

advisors wilt be delighted to heip you.

SKIPTON
BUILDING SOCIETY

NO OTHER MA SOCIETY
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ud PARAGON STREFT HULL, HU? 3PW TELEPHONE (0442) 226627
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NATO forces were being brought up to full alert by a

mystery object picked up on radar over the North Sea. At

first it appeared to be yet another Russian aircraft out to test

the reflexes of Allied air forces. But then the object began

behaving in a way which baffled radar controllers. Nuclear

bombers in the United States were ordered into the air while

the Pentagon decided that its man-on-the-spot, an

experienced Vietnam veteran then on an exchange visit with

the RAF at Binbrook, should take a look. Pat Otter

concludes the story of the last flight of Foxtrot 94.

aptain William

Schafer was sitting

in the crew room of

5 Squadron when
the call came from

High Wycombe.
The room overlooked the apron

where a line of silver-finish

Lightnings stood, illuminated by

the high-intensity sodium lighting.

The crew room itself was sparsely
furnished, with ageing chairs
which had seen better days, a bar

which dispensed nothing stronger

than black Nescafe, and walls
adorned with plaques and
photographs donated by visiting

RAF and overseas air force units.

Schafer-was still in his flying suit,
after returning earlier that evening
from a training sortie in ane a7 wie

squadron’s aircraft. He is

remembered by those at Binbrook

as a small, powerfully-built man

who loved to fly the single-seat

Lightnings, so different from the
new generation of sophisticated
aircraft then starting to come into

service in the USAF.
When the call came, Schafer was

helped into the remainder of his

flying gear by other 5 Squadron
aircrew, went out through the door,

turned right and raced across the

apron.

Two Lightnings in the line-up were

virtually ready for flight. One,

XS894, was in the process of having

its fuel tanks topped up and was

already connected to a power

starter.

Schafer climbed the steep ladder,

hauled himself into the cockpit,

strapped in and started the engines.

He waved aside the ground crew,

who were expected to help carry

out the standard pre-flight checks,

ordered the refuelling to stop and
failed to sign the regulation form
signifying he was happy with the

aircraft.

It was armed with two Red Top air-
to-air missiles, one of which was

live and the other a dummy, and

Hk OAMT MARL, THURSDAY, SUPTEMBER 10

Hunt goes VC1O pilot's wife |

. waits and hopeson for

crashed -

fighter

FLASHBACK to the Hull Daily Mail on

Wednesday, September 9, 1970, and a

report of how hopes were fading of

finding Amercian pilot Capt W Schafer

following an intensive search.

a ee Ce - a fe SOLO

enough 30mm cannon shells for a

six-second burst.

One of the men on the ground crew

at the time was Brian Mann of
Grimsby, who was driving one of
the fuel bowsers. He remembers

XS894 being refuelled at a rate of
150 gailons a minute when suddenly

the engines started. “The windows
on the tanker almost went in. I
panicked, took the hoses off and got
out of the way,” he was to say later.
Mr Mann remembered Schafer

disregarding the ground marshal,

who was the eyes and ears of the
pilot on the ground; as he swung

the Lightning round. “His actions
were unorthodox to say the least,”

he said.

At 22.06 XS894 blasted off from
Binbrook’s main ‘

runway into the

night sky. Those on

the ground saw it
£\ don't feel i00

It’s like bobbing up and down
and going from side to side

slowly. It may be the power

source. There’s no sign of
ballistics.

Staxton: Is there any sign of
occupation? Over.

Schafer: Negative, nothing.

Staxton: Can you assess the rate

Schafer: Contact in descent

gentle. Am going with it..... SOft

seeee no about 70ft..... it’s levelled

out agin.

Staxton: Is the ball object still with

it? Over.

Schafer: Affirmative. It's not

actually connected ..... maybe a
magnetic attraction
to the conical shape.

There’s a haze of
light. Ye’ow..... f2's

disappear with a good. | can’t within that haze
sheet of flame from : ait a second, it’s
its twin tail pipes as think what has turning ..... coming
Schafer used reheat. happened ..... | straightfor me.....
It turned over the . : am taking evasive
Wolds and the last feel kinda dizzy _—_action..... a few..... I
they saw was its | can see can hardl.....

navigation lights

heading out towards

the North Sea.

By now the mystery

contact which had led to five

Lightnings, two Phantoms, three
tankers and a Shackleton being

scrambled over the North Sea was

being tracked by radar controllers

at Staxton Wold, which stands on

high ground overlooking
Scarborough.

The contact was flying parallel to

the east coast 90 miles east of

Whitby at 530mph at 6,100ft — an

jdeal course for an interception by

a Binbrook Lightning.

What follows next is drawn from

what we have been told is the

official transcript of the

conversation which took place

between Schafer and the radar

station at Staxton Wold.

Schafer: I have visual contact,

repeat visual contact. Over.

Staxton: Can you identify aircraft

type?

Schafer: Negative, nothing

recognisable, no clear outlines.

There is ..... bluish light. Hell,

that’s bright..... very bright.

Staxton: Are your instruments

functioning, 94? Check compass.

Over.

Schafer: Affirmative, GCI Pm

alongside it now, maybe 6o0ft

off my ..... It’s a conical shape.

Jeeze, that’s bright, it hurts my

eyes to look at it for more than a

few seconds.

Staxton: How close are you nov?

Schafer: About 400ft, he's still in

my three o'clock. Hey wait .....

there’s something else. It’s like a

large soccer ball..... it's like (t's

made of glass.

Staxton: Is it part of the object or

independent? Over.

Schafer: It ..... no, it’s separate

from the main body ..... the

conical shape ..... it’s at the back

end, the sharp end of the shape.

shooting stars.
Staxton? 94? Come in
94. Foxtrot 94, are you

receiving? Over. Come

in 94. Over.

Just as the controller at Staxton
Wold lost contact with Captain

Schafer, a radar operator, who had
been tracking the Lightning and the
mystery object it had intercepted,
watched in disbelief.

The two blips on the screen,

representing the fighter and its

quarry, slowly merged into one,
decelerated rapidly from over

500mph until they became
stationary 6,000ft above the North

Sea 140 miles out off Alnwick.

What exactly happened inside the

ground control centre at Staxton is
open to conjecture. But our

information is that one suggestion

was the two Lightnings then on

Combat Air Patrol off the Scottish
coast should be sent south
immediately but it was overruled
by the senior fighter controller,

who continued to try to re-establish

contact with Captain Schafer in
Foxtrot 94.

Two-and-a-half-minutes after the
single blip on the radar screen

came to a halt it started to move
again, accelerating rapidly to

600mph and climbing to 9,000ft.

heading south back towards

Staxton.

Shortly afterwards, the single blip

separated into two, one

maintaining its southerly heading,
somewhat erratically, at between

600 and 630.mph and descending

slowly, the other turning through
180 degrees to head north-westerly

and vanishing at a speed Jater

calculated to be around 20,400mph.

While all this was going on, a

Shackletun MR3, which had been

on patrol off the Firth of Forth, was

ordered south to hold station

around Flamborough Head.

Then, Staxton Wold re-established
contact with Captain Schafer.

Schafer: GCI ..... are you

receiving? Over.

Te ‘

Staxton: Affirmative 94. Loud and
clear. What is your condition?

Over.

Schafer: Not too good. I can’t
think what has happened ..... I
feel kinda dizzy..... Ican see
shooting stars.

Staxton: Can you see your

instruments? Over.

Schafer: Affirmative, but, er .....
the compass is u/s.....

Staxton: Foxtrot 94, turn 043

degrees. Quer.

Schafer: Er ..... all directional

instruments are out, repeat u/s.
Quer.

Staxton: Roger 94, execute right

turn, estimate quarter turn. Over.

Schafer: Turning now.

Staxton: Come further, 94. That's

good. Is your altimeter

functioning? Over

Schafer: Affirmative, GCL.

Staxton: Descend to 3.500ft. Over.

Schafer: Roger, GCI.

Staxton: What's vour fuel state, 94?
Over

Schafer: About thirty per cent,

GCI.

Staxton: That's what we

calculated. Can you tell us what

happened, 94? Quer.

Schafer: I don’t know. It camein \
close ..... I shut my eyes..... I z

figure I must've blacked out for

a few seconds.

Staxton: OK 94. Standby.

At this stage the Shackleton arrived

over Flamborough Head and began

circling before XS894 was vectored

into the area by the Staxton

controllers.

Schafer: Can you bring me in,

GCI? Over.

Staxton: Er ..... Hold station, 94.

Over.

Several minutes then elapsed as
Schafer was left to circle the

Flamborough area along with the

Shackleton.

In the meantime, Strike Command

HQ at High Wycombe had

instructed Staxton Wold to request

Schafer ditch his Lightning off

Flamborough.

Although he had plenty of'fuel to
reach either nearby 'Leconfield or
his home base of Binbrook, it

appears the rédson for High
Wycombe’s decision was a fear that
the Lightning had somehow become — }.
contaminated during its mystery tl
interception over the North Sea.
It may well be that the fear was that
the aircraft had suffered radiation
contamination although some

weeks later, when the wreckage
was examined at Binbrook, there

or rao aoe a er
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aircraft. Today, we reveal what happened when contact was finally made

ht, very bright
nc ans

o trace of contamination by

ing other than salt water.

ton: Foxtrot 94. Can you ditch

-aft? Over.

ifer: She’s handling fine. I

bring her in, Over.

‘ton: Negative, 94. I repeat, can

ditch aircraft? Over.

tfer: Yeah..... I guess.

ton: Standby 94. Over. Oscar

ver.

ckleton: 77.

ton: 94 is

ba

& The Canopy’s up
beens she’s floating

Shackleton: Negative. We’re

going round again, pulling a

tight one.

Two minutes later:

Shackleton: The canopy’s up.....
she’s floating OK ..... can't see
the pilot. We need a chopper out
here, GCI. No, no sign of the
pilot. Where the hell is he?

Staxton: You sure he’s not in the

water, 77? Check your

SABRE receptions.

Over. (Note: SABRE

was the search and

rescue beacon carried

ting. Can you OK ..... can’tsee by all RAF aircrew).
iain wide : Shackleton: No
uit? Over. the pilot. We SABRE yet. No
ckleton: need a chopper Slares, either. Hang

rmative GCI. out here, GCI. on. We're going
r

ton: Thanks 77.
aby. 94, execute

ung procedure at

‘discretion. Over.

ter:

sending now, GCI. Over.

‘en six and seven minutes

slapsed.

ckleton: He’s down, GCI.

of a splash ..... he’s dotwwn in

piece though. Over.

‘ton: Can you see the pilot yet?

No, no sign of

the pilot. Where
the hellis he? 3

?

round again.

Another two minutes
elapsed.

Shackleton: GCI.

Over.

Staxton: GCI. Over.

Shackleton: This is odd, GCI.

She’s sinking fast but..... the
canopy’s closed up again. Over.

Staxton: Can you confirm pilot

clear of aircraft? Over.

Shackleton: He's not in it, we

can confirm that. He must be in

the water somewhere.

ILLUSTRATION: Geoff Woolston

Staxton: Any distress signals or
flares yet? Over.

Shackleton: Negative, GCI.

Going round again. Over.

Ninety seconds later the crew of the

Shackleton were back in contact.

Shackleton: She’s sunk, GCI.

There's a slight wake twhere she

was. Still no sign of the pilot. I

say again, GCI, we need a

chopper here fast. Over.

Staxton: A Whirlwind’s on the way

from Leconfield. Are you positive

you saw no sign of the pilot? Over.

Shackleton: Nothing GCI. The

Sirst pass we assumed he was

unstrapping. He must have got

out as we went round for a

second Pp@ss ..... but why shut the

canopy? Over.

Staxton: That's what we were

thinking. Maintain patrol 77, he

must be there somewhere. Over.

Shackleton: Roger, GCI. Over.

Shortly afterwards the search and

rescue Whirlwind from nearby

Leconfield arrived on the scene and

began a systematic search of the

ditching area. The aircraft were

shortly joined by lifeboats from

Bridlington, Flamborough and

Filey as the weather began to

deteriorate.

The search continued well into the

show SD

next day but there were no

transmissions from the beacons

carried by the pilot and on board

the aircraft and the official reports

say no distress flares were seen.

However, the following day it was
reported flares had been seen about

10 miles offshore and the Grimsby

trawler Ross Kestrel, which was

passing through the Flamborough
area, had gone to investigate but,
even though more flares were seen,

she found nothing.

It was also reported that Captain
Schafer’s wife was at Binbrook

waiting for news of her husband.
But the Ministry of Defence were

doubtful whether there would be
any good news for her. “I don’t

think he got out of the plane,” a
spokesman told a reporter. “No
wreckage has been found.”

hree weeks later it

was reported that

the fuselage of the
aircraft had been

located on the

seabed and noted that the ejector
seat was still intact “giving rise to

the belief that the body of the pilot
is still in the wreckage.”

On October 7, it was reported that
divers from HMS Keddleston had

inspected the wreckage and said

Captain Schafer’s body was still in

the cockpit.

When the wreckage of XS894 was

finally lifted from the sea bed some

ava crashes vi wale Nos Vrmerararts!
those days were

relatively common and

much of the wreckage

found its way into

Grimsby where often

photographers were on

hand to record the

event. But not with

XS894.

It was also cor->mon

practice for wrecked

aircraft to be taken to

the MoD’s Crash

Investigation Branch at

Farnborough where

detailed examinations

were carried out in an attempt to

find the cause of accidents. But this

didn’t happen with XS984.

Instead, the remains of the aircraft,

which was in remarkably good

condition, were taken to Binbrook

where it was placed behind shutters

in the far corner ofa hangar.

A team from Farnborough arrived

one wet winter’s day at Binbrook in

the belief that they were about to

start a detailed investigation

which, in turn, would lead to the

preparation of a report on the

incident to the Ministry of Defence,

the report being used as the basis

for an eventual inquiry into the loss

of Lightning XS894. But they were

in for a surprise.

They were astonished to find many

of the cockpit instruments missing.

These included the £2B compass,

voltmeter, stand-by direction

indicator, stand-by inverter

indicator and the complete

auxiliary warning panel from the

starboard side of the cockpit.

This was a serious breach of

regulations and, although the

investtgation team was promised

the instruments would be returned

shortly, they never were.

The ejector seat also seemed to be

‘wrong’ and there was a suspicion

later among the investigators that
it was not the one fitted to the

aircraft when XS894 took off from

Binbrook on its final flight. They

were even given an assurance by

the OC of 5 Squadron that the seat

had not been tampered with. But

some of the investigators were not

convinced.

Interestingly, the reader, who was

2

& About five

minutes later the

eastern sky lit up

rather like sheet

lightning, only it

took about 10

seconds to die

down again. J Bay,

serving at Binbrook at the time,

told us in 1988 that he recalled

seeing an official report on the

crash which suggested that the seat

was faulty and this was why

Captain Schafer failed to eject.

Brian McConnell, a former sergeant

at Binbrook, said the cartridge on

the seat had failed to fire because of
faulty installation. However, this is

very much at odds with the eye-

witness account of the Shackleton

crew who saw the canopy raised.

Had any attempt been made to fire
it, it would have been blown off. It
also seems to conflict with the

account we have been given of the

order from Staxton Wold to Captain

Schafer to ditch his aircraft rather
than attempt to return to Binbrook
or land at Leconfield, only a few

minutes’ flying time from

Flamborough. And, remember,

Schafer has told his ground
controllers that XS894 was still

handling “fine” and he had plenty

of fuel left. During the few hours
the investigators were allowed to

examine the aircraft, they

themselves were constantly

supervised by five civilians, two of
them Americans.

At the end of the day the

investigation team was told curtly

that as nothing useful had been

discovered, their job was over.

The following day they were all

called into the main office at

Farnborough and told in no

uncertain terms they were not to

discussany aspect (of the ditching of

mystery of XSH
goes cold. Well,

almost.

There is just one

further item of

information

available. On the

night of September

8, 1970, a couple and
their daughter were

walking their dog

along the coastal

path at Alnmouth

Northumberland -

almost opposite the

point over the North Sea where

Schafer made his interception ~

when they saw and heard

something strange.

“We had been walking for maybe 10

minutes when we heard a very

high-pitched humming noise,” they

later said in a statement to MoD

personnel. “It seemed impossible to

tell from which direction the noise

was coming, it seemed everywhere.

It lasted for maybe 10 to 15 seconds.

“About five minutes later the

eastern sky lit up rather like sheet
lightning, only it took about 10

seconds to die down again.

Over the following three minutes

this happened many times, but the

‘lightning’ was only visible for a

second or two at a time. It appeared

very similar to the Northern

Lights. The whole spectacle was

completely silent.

“After two or three minutes there

was another flare-up of ‘sheet
lightning’.

This was followed by that awful

shrill sensation, only this time it
was worse. You could actually feel

your ears ringing.”

The family called in at the local

police station to report what they

had seen and heard. Their’s was

one of many similar reports that

night to both the police and the

RAF at nearby Boulmer.

The time and the location fit in

exactly with events going on 60

miles south at Staxton Wold and

they could have been watching

some kind of natural phenomena.

Or there could be another

explanation. What do you think?
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE _ See abs EF6 4 E70 £55
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone . (Direct Dialling)

(Switchboard)

(Fax)

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3

Date

2 November 1992

Your letter dated 20 October to RAF West Drayton, in which you asked about the

crash of an RAF Lightning on 8 September 1970, has been passed to this office.

I have done some research into the loss of the aircraft, and have discovered

that it was taking part in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise designed to practise

the night shadowing and shepherding of low speed targets. For the purpose of

the exercise, the targets involved were Shackleton aircraft. The Lightning

crashed into the sea while attempting to intercept one of the Shackletons.

There is no indication of any “unidentified aircraft" having been encountered,

and no reason to suggest that there is any sort of UFO incident in any way

connected with this tragic crash.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your research.

Your 5, nel ;

eo
larva Danor



Date: 20.10.92.

Dear Sir,

I wonder could you help me with some information. I am attempting to research

an incident that took placé-on September 8, 1970.

The incident in question | involved an RAF Lightning jet from RAF Binbrook

piloted by Captain. William Schafner. The aircraft, XS604, a Lightning F6, was

Foxtrot 94 on the evening in question.

On the evening in question (October 6, 1970) unfortunately the aircraft piloted

by Captain Schafer crashed after being ‘ordered' to intercept an “unidentified

aircraft" picked up on ‘radar by Saza Vord amonget others. A number of other

aircraft were also involved as well as other defence eatablishnents,

I would therefore like to request any and aut data that ‘yas hava on this
particular incident. .

Yours Sincerely,

set neering eee wma

FAA ARH he - | h meme me ALE



om Section 40) | Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room FA

See ads. E76 ;
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE | - -¢ £Se £65 ,
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB /

Telephone (Direct Dialling)

(Switchboard)

(Fax)

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date on

21 October 1992

Vee porn

Thank you for your letter dated 15 October in which you asked if we had any
material relating to an alleged UFO incident that occurred during 1970.

/

Regrettably, if we had received a UFO report, the appropriate file would by now
have been archived, and sent to the Public Record Office, where it would be
covered by the 30 year rule, and not be available for viewing until 30 years
after the last action was taken. Although it does not help-in this instance,
you will wish to be aware that all UFO reports (even if they were made by
pilots) should be submitted to this office. I have certainly not heard this
story before, and have come across no references to any such incident.

While we do not have a UFO report, I have been able to trace information
relating to the loss of the Lightning aircraft. The aircraft concerned was
taking part in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise designed to practise the night
shadowing and shepherding of low speed targets. For the purpose of the
exercise, the targets involved were Shackleton aircraft. There is no indication
of any UFO sighting having occurred, and no indication of any unusual or high
speed contact.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your research.

Yours Sin enh ;

i
e
 
a
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15/10/92

Having been directed to you as.one who deals with UFO reports I wonder

if you can help with my enquiry.

My enquiry concerns a UFO sighted and tracked by the RAF during 1970.

The details are as follows: :

At 20.17 on the night of September 8th 1970 radar operators at Saxa

Vord picked up an unidentifed target travelling south west. Thinking

this was an ordinary intrusion by Russian 'planes they scrambled two

Lightnings from RAF Leuchars. As the 'planes were vectored onto the

target in accelerated to approx 17,400 mph and vanished from the

screen. Hardly the speed of anything flying at the time, I'm sure you

will agree. Two F4 Phantoms were then scrambled from the USAF base at

Keflavik in Iceland. These also failed to locate the target, despite

having radar contact.

Eventually a Lightning was scrambled from RAF Binbrook in Lincolnshire

and vectored onto the target by radar controllers at RAF Staxton Wold.

The Lightning, number XS$894, left Binbrook at 22.06 and managed a

visual contact with the object, now off the Yorkshire coast. The

Lightning pilot described the object as a UFO, being too bright to

look at easily and of a conical shape. As he closed on the object it
turned toward him and all radio contact was lost. The Lightning was
later found on the sea bed of Flamborough Head.

As the details of time, place etc are so specific perhaps you could
let me know anything else which exists on file about this case. If
perhaps the information would be elsewhere as the UFO sighting was
made by a pilot then perhaps you could forward me the name and address
of the correct person to approach. I look forward to receiving your
reply and hopefully further details about this fascinating, and
obviously well-documented case. ;
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wdOn several occassions Ag 3 ane “a3 5
have been very helpfull to mea.You will probably recall from my file,

that I am a former FR I/O MoD (RAFS)I still take a profound interest in

the RAF and it's reserves in which I served for many years.

Currently, 1'sam seeking information which has confused

Ti1, gaunt ateshtart me for many years.Now thet East—-Vest political relations have “eased”

Ce nas fe fedie |] AGCOR ding to general information,perhaps you could give me lots of informma, bic

ute on the Lightning Interceptor Fighter No.XS894,*hich took off from

x

RAF Binbrock during 1970? It was piloted by en Americ antein by the

a ie,

name of Schaftner or Shefmer,He wags on exchange from the USAF;or verhavs

secondment.sl would like as much as iso aora/nersanste
use “4

=

a

to wrive a bit about it sometime,Actually,i vaguely recall the occurance

+h
thf 4

yut had nothing to eay about it.The mont}
se hs go be

also sive me a USAP address in thes I may obtain another view of it?

2 an also seeking information on whieh “AP station trained

fo t
i
d
e

+4 gamers during the second year of the Korean Yar (Emergency Vay

gy r
c

i
a the one near Blackpool ‘which was also a Driver's School:eetan?

Finally .Coula you please tell me which HAP squadron went to
Korea and Japanjalso what type of Bombers/Figh

base,alse the Japanese and“orean bases?T am a

names,mainly pllote;gunners and Wireless Operators.

Yo last corresponded during Feh,1990.,Ref:D/AHB(RAP)S/1,

I am now 63 years of age,but I wish I wes young enough to enlist with AHE.

Such History would put me in my natural eslement.One dsy,I may want to know

gbout the early “71 signals system,and the radio sets which were used, but

that may come later as "enough is enough” for ovoth of us.] am willing to

pay for the research of information, Thank you for your past help.

ours sincerely,

AHB3, SAF. 7
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SU6Q, -REPG xsage>

SGRTED BY:+

IRENT IFICATION

ACCIDENT cata ACC. NO: YO. 6034 |

CGSEP TO TIME: R142A USN: BINNSA\N\7O

LIGHTNING Fé TAT NG: XGaS4

3 3am SINGROOK

CL: AIRCREW FACTOR ' SAFETY EMERGENCY EGUIP

BATES. 70

SUMMARY :
24{3N OOGRW. Cog @ubality. Duriny axearcige., TACEVAL.

During an invarcedsion, Law Flying.

At nigne. L7OFE. GRE,

Eyection seah, Parws dakachad. Distractian. Aircraft flaw into graund. Ejection

abandanment.

THE SGUADRON COMMARBER CLEARED THE PILOT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE TACEVAL,
THEREFORE, iM THE DELLEF THAT HE WOULD NOT BE LVOLVER IN A SHADOWING OR

SHEPHERDING MISSINN, UNKNOWN TO THE STATION AND SQUADRON. THE TACEVAL TEAM

HAD JUST CRANGCO THE EXERCISE SCENARTO FROM MORMAL INTERCEPTIONS TO

INTERCEPTION. GR SHADOWING OR SHEPHERDING ON SLOW SPEED LOW FLYING TARGETS.

THE TARGETS WERE SHACMLETSM ANG FLYING AT 146 RNOTE, AND AT THE MINIMUM

AUTHORISED FELGHT OF {5090 FEET AS SPECIFIED (N GROUP TRDERS. THE PILOT TOOK

OFF AND WAS STILI, WMAWARE OF TRE TYPE GR HEIGHT OF HIS TARGET. HE WAS TOLD

TO ACCELERATE TOWARDS THE TARGET WHICH WAS 2G NMS AWAY, AT 202; THE PILOT

ACKMOWLSESES INSTRUCTIONS, ME WAS GIVEN VARIQUS ALTERATIONS TO HEADING

UNTIL HE AMMCOUMNCSG THAT HE WAS IN COMTACT WITH LEGHTS SUT WOULD HAVE TO _

MANQEUVRE TU Slt Our, HIS VOICE SCUNDED STRAIMED 49 THOUGH HE WAS

APTECTED OY "Ot. AT 20412 THE AXC WAS SEEN BY THE OTHER LIGHTMING PILOT, WHO

HAD -AIST SROXEN Ata FROM THE TARGET. TO BE ABOUT 2,Od0 YARDS ASTERN AND

S890 TH 1. doe ADOVE THE SHACKLETON, IM A PORT TURN. .THE SHACKLETON CREW
THEM SAW THE acc, ARRARENTLY VERY LOW. WHEM AT 20422 THE LIGHTMING PILOT

FAILED TE ACEMCULEDGE INSTRUCTIONS, HE INSTITUTED EMERGENCY PROCEDURES,

HOMEVEN, HE ESPEUTENCED DIFFICULTY IM MAKING CONTACT WITH THE SHACKLETON

BECAUSE HE OCO HGT HAVE CMMEDSIATE ACCESS TO 243.0 MHZ. AN IMMEDIATE AIR

SESWCH SY THE TARGET SHACKLETON, AND SUBSEGUEMT ATRASEA SEARCH THE

FOLLOW SAY FATLED TO GETECT AMY TackOF THE AC OR PILOT. FROM

CALLULATOIMG PROVIDED OY TKE B89 ANG EXPERT SOURCES. A SEARCH SY A RN

MINEEWEZSIS "LOCATED" THE WRECKAGE. NEARLY 2 MONTHS LATER, THRE ANC WAG IN A

COMPLETE STATE EXCEPT THAT THE PORT WIMO HAD HROKEN OFF’ AND BUCKLED UNDER THE
FUSELAGE, SHUM SOME FUSELAGE PANELS WERE MISSING. THE COCKPIT CANOPY WAS

ATT ACPED WY IGT Gucseo AND THERE WAS NO SION OF THE PILAT. EXAMIMATION OF

THE wRESAAGH GHICWES THAT THE ASG HAO STRUCK TRE SEA AT & LOW SPEER. IN A

TACL <DOWAM ATTITUOR WITH A ACYiMAL SATE OF GESCEMNT. IT APPEARED TO HAVE

PLAMED sah TRE GurFACE AND COME TOVREST COMPARATIVELY SLOWLY. SOTH

TRROTT UES WERE (et THE REHEAT GATES, THERE WAS A NOGE-UPF TRIM OF & DEG,

HQ HAG UP. FLAPS OFONM AND AIRBRAKES OUT. THERE WAS MO SIGN OF FIRE orn

EXPLOSGUGM &@D EXPERT EXAMINATION REVEALED NO INDICATION THAT THE AG WAS

ATHER THAN FERULCEABLE AT IMPACT, >THE 3QARO CONCLUDED THAT A COMBINATION»

dF 4 NIFFICULT TSSk IM RUSHED CISCUMSTANCES AND LACK OF TRAINING LN THE LOW

GPEEO VISIRENT AtIh SHEPYHER DOING TECHNIQUES, LED TO A SITUATION WHERE THE

PCLT FALLES 60 eMIML TOR THE HEIGHT GF HIS ANC WHILST SLOWING DOWM AND

AHOF fee, WES TAGEST, ID THAT HE HAD TMADVERTENTLY FLowMa HES AAC INTO THE

R28. THE PILLS eA ATTEMPTED TOeaEltveS THE SITUATION QY SELECTING REKEAT.

WHicl Fatleig 64 Take EFFECT, SPY THE A\C TAIL SAIMMING OM THE WATER.

ateaer pk aa,

Alstrew ayror,

BONShu TApE yp es.

UNCLASSIFIED
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Acc MENT CATS

Q8SEP7O - TIME: 21424

LIGHTNING FS

3 SGN

CL: AFRCREN FACTOR |

ACC.NO.: 70: 0054

USM: BIN\INN7O

TAIL, MQ.: XSae4
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ROYAL AIR FORGE.

AITRGCRAFYT ACGOIDENT REPORT?

Date:

Airoraft:

Grew:

Sortie:

Casualties:

Aireraft Damage:

Units:

| Cirouumstances — .-

8 September 1970

Lightning Mk F6 XS Bs

One

Tactical Evaluation oreroige ~ Kiget |
Shadowing and Shepherding of Low Speed.
Targets

One killed

Category 5 ~

No 5 Squadron, RAF Binbrook

1. No 5 Squadron was participating in s Strike Command Tactical. Evaluation

; (Taceval) exercise at RAF Binbrock, The pilot of the accident alreraft wes a

| USAF exchange officer.whose experience included two tours of duty on USAF Fl02
_all weather. fighter. airoraft, He had accumlated 121 hours on Lightning

Pe er ae ee a ee aa ee

' limttation on his operational status was due to his need for further training in:
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"thts was an unusually ehort period bat the oategory was ‘justified by his USAF
“experience as squadron pilot and OCU instructor, and by “his results in’ siuislator
‘training and dual flying tactical and weapons checks on the Lightning. The-

maximm effective use of the Lightning weapons system and because he had not

yet met the requirement for full visident missions, he had completed only two of

the specified three phases of preparation. In consequence at his. stage of

training at the time of the accident he would only have been cleared for

: shadowing and shepherding tasks with the target in full visual cortact. The

: Squadron Commander cleared the pilot to participate in the Taceval, therefore, —

in the belief that he would not be involved in a shadowing or shepherding

mission. .

ad

?

| aixamatt, of which 18 were at night, and had obtained 2 Green Instrument Rating. |

a

i

2. On the day of the accident the pilot was ordered te his aircraft at 18342

hours, and, after waiting on readiness, was scrambled at 19472 hours. He

started taxying, however his scramble was cancelled and he was ordered back +o

dispersal. On return he ordered fuel only and no tumround servicing.
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‘to standing instructions the engineer officer on duty ordezed a full turnround.

; The turmround was delayed, and during this delay the pilot was warmed that he

wd?‘would be scrambled as soon as he was ready. He asked the groundorew to expedite

the turmround, however, before it was completed he called for engine starting,-

, failed to sign the servicing certificate and. taxied out at 202523 hours.. As he

entered the munway the metal turnround board and attached servicing certificate
1 | fell off the airoraft.

‘3, Unknown to the station and aquadron, the Taceval team had just changed the: |a

exeraise stenario from normal interceptions to interception, or shadowing or =“

shepherding on slow speed-low flying targets. ‘The targets were Shackleton

eizoraft flying at 160 lawte, and at the minimm authorised heignt of 1500 fect
as specified in Group Orders. The minimum speed for ‘Lightning siveraft for

' yisident practices is 200 lmots, which was not specified as an order, but was

referred to in the Lightning squadron training syllabus. The syllabus made no

mefarenae to shadowing or shepherding techniques.: Shadowing and shepherding are °

however included in the war task of Lightning squadrons and, thas, were

‘theoretically subject to Teceval.
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‘gti vnaware of the type or height of his target. He was handed over to the
i MRS and was given in » ghort space of time, the QNH, and height of target (15500 1

.' £4) , and a shadowing task with target speed of 160 mots. He was told to
‘ aecelerate towards the target which was 28 mms away. At 20392, the pilot

eoknowledged instructions to ascelerate to 0.95M to effect a rapid take over

i from another Lightning, this in a tone of surprise. He was given varlous

- glterations to heading until he announced that he was in contact with lights but

' would have to manoeuvre to slow down; his voice soumded strained as though he was

affected by 'G'. At 2040Z the MRS broadcast that the Controller was being

, | Changed; at this time the Lightning was turning port et about 220 knots. At

yoy 20412 the aircraft was seen by the other Lightning pilot, who had just broken.

‘ame from the target, tp be at about 2,000 yards asterm and 500 to 1,000 feet

: “above the Shackleton, in a port tum, ‘he Shackleton crew then saw the airoraft,

: apparently very low. The MRS Chief Controller had appreciated that this was a

difficult interception, and had monitored the latter stages very closely. When

' gt 20422 the lightning pilot failed to acknowledge instructions, he instituted
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AL The pilot took off at 20302 and was ordered to ¢limb to FL 100; he was =~ 7"
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wits ‘immediate air search by the target Shackleton, and subsequent air/sea search the *

et
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‘emergency procedures, howevery he experienced difficulty in inaking contact with
,the Shackleton because he did not have immediate access to 243.0 Mhz, An

following day, failed to detect any trace of the alroraft or pilot.

Determination of Causes ; . a | -
Se From calculations provided by the Board of Inquiry and expert BOUTCES; &
Search by a EN minesweeper "letated" the wreckage nearly 2 months‘later, The

' aizoraft was in a complete state except that the port wing had broken off and

: buckled under the fuselage, and some fuselage panels were missing. The cockpit".
, canopy was attached Imt not closed and there was no sign of the pilot.
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‘Examination of the wreckage showed that the. aizonaft chad struck the sea at a low -
speed, in e tail-down attitude with a minimal rate of descent. It appeared to
‘heave planed on the surface and come to rest comparatively slowly. ‘Both throttles

‘were in the reheat gates, there was a nose-up trim of 6° 3 undercarriage was up,

‘flaps dewn and airbrakes out. There was no sign of fire or explosion and expert -

, examination revealed no indication that the aircraft was; other than serviceable

at impact.

feme TS “6: The ejection seat lower handle had been pulled to the full extent ellowea “
_ by the interrupter link on the main gun-sear. The canopy gun sear had been ~

. withdrawn, but the canopy gun cartridge had received only a light percussion

strike and had not fired. The esnopy had been released by the normal operating

- lever, the harness QNB was undone, the PEC discormected and the PSP lanyard had

. . been released from the life preserver and was lying tangled in the cockpit.

. 7. ‘The Board concluded that a combination of a difficult task in rushed

' oiroumstances and lack of training in the low speed visident and shepherding

_ techniques, led to a situation where the pilot failed to monitor the height of -

:

3

: was unguccessful because of the intexruption of the sequence by the failure of

. the canopy to jettison. He then manually abandoned the aircraft tut because he

}

}

i

i

[

!

| has not been found, he waa presumed to have drowned during ér after his escape.

‘his eivoraft whilat slowing down and acquiring his target, and that he had

| inadvertently flown his airoraft inte the sea. The pilot had attempted to
trecover the situation by selecting reheat, which failed to take effect, with the |
gdroraft tail skimming on the water. He had then initiated an ejection which

3
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‘8, The light percussion strike on the Ganopy gun cartridge occurred because of
y negligent servicing, in that the firing wit was incorrectly seated beacause of « |

te weer damaged sorew threads. . t

"9+ The Board made a number of recommendations relating to inconsistencies and :
So : omissions in orders, instructions and the training syllabus, concerming low speed -

ui | : vigidents and the shadowing and shepherding techniques. They also made ey
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! 3cy pecommendations concerning the access of MESs to emergency frequencies, and for. | ;
bi | renedial action concerning Lightning canopy ejection RUNS» a

" Remarks of the Air Officer ConmanttngutnaChiet eo os
10. The A0G-in-C stated that in common with’ so many’‘accidents, this acctdent had |
‘no single root canse, and he agreed with the Board's conclusions, He said that

: ‘the pilot made an error of judgement in allowing his aircraft to get into a r,

- position from which he waa unable to recover. Because of mitigating clreumstances,

-higs error was excuseable. -
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- li. The A0C-in-O? g comments on the ‘Board’s recommendations are covered below. i
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“2. The Board?s recommendation conceming access to the emergency radio frequency |
| i by the MRS was not accepted by the AOC-in-C, who stated that URSé already have [.:

"the feotlity to select 243.0 Mhz although they do not normally monitor it. He |

‘ gonsidered that the allocation of a safety frequency for use during all peacetime

' , exercises had more merit.

, £3. The hitherto undetected wealmess in training for the Ldentification,
| shadowing and shepherding of low altitude, low speed tazgets, have been rectified
_ as follows: ;

Reg fe No 11 (Fighter) Group Air Staff Orders now specify a minimm speed for |

oy a visident targets, and minimum target speeds and heights for shadowing and .

(1 1" ghephending operations by day end night, |
b, New tacties have been devised and published in the Lightning Tacties

Manual,

c, Shadowing and shepherding tasks have been included in the Anmmal

Training Syllabus for Lightning Squadrons.
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d. Pilots of airoraft under GCI control mst now read beck: altimeter
' settings before descending to low level,

e. <A vadio safety frequency is allocated for all exercises.
£. During all pertinent exercises, a target radio frequency, Plen will be

available go that two way communication between the MRS and target aizerett

oan be established, rapidly in any emergency situation.
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1 . d1A. Sexvicing procedures for “the inspection, re-arming end sexrtoing of canopy-
. firing units have. been amended. : a .

15. All ejection seat firing units of a type similar to that which prevented
H

‘ejection in this accident have been inspectéd for eigns of damages

‘16. The design of the canopy firing unit has been examined. No change will be

. Made, however, the Design Authority has been made aware of the failure for

. consideration in future designs. ’
f

-17. The iettctencte ‘revealed by the change of controller at the MRS end the |
! '
, Over=xapid attempt to effect the changeover of the intercepting airoraft, have
we em mw ke eh

*

e
e
 
r
a
n
e
 
B
a
l
e
 

B
e
e
 

m
e
 
e
e
e

iy
 

g
e
e
 
R
t
g

 d
e

ii been drawn to the ‘attention of the MRS. me ghee
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i 18. The effect of the false soramble and the interrupted turmround in producing |i ote
'

; conditions of stress, has been drawn to the attention of all 1L Group Stations,

'49. the deficiencies in planning, and liaison with the station operations staff

' concerning the change of exercise scenario, have been investigated with the MRS

. end Taceval Team. .

20, Negligence in the fitting of the canopy jettison firing mit could not be :

attrituted to any specific person. The Corporal who was responsible for

, servicing the mit was found excusably negligent. Wo disciplinary action was |

itaken against him because of the involvement of other persomel, the lack of

‘Clear servicing instruchions and guidance on the acceptable degree of burring of

the screw threads, the lack of evidence that he had caused the damage to the

threads, and because he did not finally fit the wit te the jettison gun.
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wetter antennae: annie emeymeg 2
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‘DPS(RAF) Cause Coding 7

2h. Main Cause Group: Aiverew Error. '

122. Codes: 690.6 Inadequate orderss ' L

33045 Servicing error. 7

47023 Inexperionce onlairoraft type. = . wa

7 76.4 Rushed operation, Ss a :H i

Ya 410.5 Distraction. : . ag

540 Error of skill (failed to monitorox altitude during ae
; low level exercise at night) = : A

232.12 Bjection seat, miscellaneous Ceenany fixing mit) 7
H ~ j ;

é : :

: Ministry of Defence
Air Commodore

Sele gune 1972 Director of
' See Distribution List... Flight Safety (RAF)
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