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A full copy of this file was released into the public domain on
26 July 2004 following a request made b
under the Code

of Practice on Access to Government Information.

Personal data was removed in accordance with the Data Protection
Act 1998.

Further details of this request can be found on D/DAS/64/3 Part AB
Enclosure 31.

DAS-FOI

27 July 2004
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Following a request from the BBC for information for a regional programme they
were making featuring the loss of Captain William Shaffner in 1970, the Aircraft
Accident Report at Enclosure 1 of this file was released to the sons of Captain
Shaffner who were taking part in the programme. The Air Historical Branch also
released a copy of the Accident Card, some photographs of the aircraft and a
transcript of the Radio Transmission between the aircraft and the ground controller.

The programme ‘Inside Out’ was transmitted on 16" September 2002 and the MOD
received two requests from members of the public for copies of the Accident Report
featured in the programme. With the agreement of the Defence Aviation Safety
Centre (DASC) and DAS-Sec a copy of the Report and Accident Card were released
under the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information in November 2002.
File D/DAS/64/3 Enclosures 27 and 31 refer.

Aircraft Accident Reports are not normally sent to the Public Record Office, but due
to the public interest in this particular case, Information (Exploitation) Records 1 have
earmarked a copy for preservation in the PRO in the near future.

A copy of the Accident Card, not originally part of this file has been placed behind
this minute for reference.

Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace) Operations & Policy 1
Room 6/73 Metropole Building

6 November 2002
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FLIGHT
SAFETY

104 Air Clues

DON'T BELIEVE
N

N

EVERYTHING
YOU READ'!

An article was carried in the Grimsby Evening
Telegraph recently; it consisted of a full page
spread on 2 consecutive days and concerned the
loss of Lightning F6 X5894 on 8 Sep 70, flown by a
USAF exchange pilot, Capt Schaffner. These are
some extracts from those pages:

Headline: MYSTERY OF A JET AND ITS 20,400MPH
“TARGET’

The aircraft, XS894, disappeared into what is fast becom-
ing one of the greatest aviation puzzles of all time. The
ditching was witnessed by the crew of a Shackleton air-
craft but no trace of Capt Schaffner was ever found. More
than a month later the wreckage was found by RN divers.
The cockpit was empty and the canopy closed.

On this particular night, a radar operator at Saxa Vord
picked up an unidentified aircraft between the Shetlands
and Norway flying at 630mph at 37,000ft. It increased
speed to 900mph and climbed to 44,000ft and QRA at
Leuchars was scrambled. The contact then turned
through 180 degrees and disappeared from the screens. Its
speed was estimated in the region of 17,400mph. During
the next hour, the mystery contact reappeared several
times.

The contact was being monitored by the Ballistic Missile
Early Warning System at Fylingdales and the informa-
tion was being relayed to the North American Air
Defence (NORAD) Command at Cheyenne Mountain.
Strategic Air Command HQ at Omaha ordered its B52
Bombers into the air. A request was made from a high
level within NORAD, through HQ STC, for RAF
Binbrook to send Capt Schaffner to join the Lighinings
Iooking for the mystery contact. By now, the contact was
flying parallel to the East Coast 90 miles east of Whithy
at 530mph at 6,100ft - an ideal interception by a
Binbrook Lightning. What follows is drawn from what 1
have been told is the official transcript of the conversation

Fi7

between Schaffner and Staxton Wold:

Schaffner: There is ... blueish light. Very bright. It's
a conical shape. It’s like a large soccer ball. It’s like
it's made of glass. Contact in descent. About 70ft ...
it’s levelled out again. It's turning, coming straight
for me, am taking evasive action, I can hardL...

Staxton: 947 Come in 94, are you receiving.

A radar operator who had been tracking the Lightning
and the mystery object watched in disbelief. The 2 blips
merged into one, decelerating rapidly from over 500mph
until they became stationary 6,000ft over the North Sea
140 miles out from Alnwick. Shortly afterwards the sin-
gle blip separated into 2, one maintaining its southerly
heading at 600mph, the other turning to head north-west
and vanishing at a speed later calculated to be around
20,400mph. While all this was going on a Shackleton was
ordered to hold station around Flamborough Head. Then
Staxton Wold re-established contact with Capt Schaffner.

Staxton: 94 what is your condition?

Schaffner: Not too good, I feel kinda dizzy. I can see
shooting stars. The compass is useless, can you
bring me in GCI?.

Staxton: Er... Hold station, 94 over.

HQ STC had instructed Staxton Wold to request
Schaffner to ditch his Lightning off Flamborough. It
appears the reason for the decision to ditch was a fear that
the Lightning had somehow become “contaminated” dur-
ing its mystery interception over the North Sea. The
Shackleton waiched the Lightning ditch and called for a
helicopter. The crew noticed the canopy up but could not
see the pilot. On their next pass, they called that the air-
craft was sinking fast but the canopy had been closed
again. The search for the pilot involved the Shackleton, a
Whirlwind from Leconfield and several lifeboats but the
pilot was not found. On 7 Oct 70, divers from HMS
Keddleston inspected the wreckage and said that Capt
Schaffner’s body was still in the cockpit. But when the
wreckage was brought to the surface, there was no trace
of Capt Schaffner. Just an empty cockpit.

The wreckage was taken in some secrecy to RAF
Binbrook. The ejector seat seemed to be “wrong” and
there was a suspicion among the investigators that it was
not the one fitted to the aircraft when it took off. At the
end of the day the investigation team was fold that as
nothing useful had been discovered, their job was over.
They were all called into the main office at Farnborough
and told in no uncertain terms that they were not to dis-
cuss any aspect of the ditching. The reason was simple -
national security.

March 1994
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That dramatic story is how a major regional news-
paper described the loss of one of our Lightnings.
The Lightning was popular with the Humberside
population and this article would undoubtedly
have attracted interest. In contrast, this is the
RAF's version of events:

The pilot of the accident aircraft was a USAF -

exchange officer who had completed 2 tours on the
USAF F102 all weather fighter. He had accumulated
121 hours on the Lightning, of which 18 were at
night. He had been declared Limited Combat Ready
after only 8 weeks on the Sgn; this unusually short
period of time was based on his previous experience
as well as his performance thus far on the Lightning.
The limitation on his operational status was partial-
ly due to the requirement to complete all the stages
of visident profiles; at the time of the accident, he

. was qualified in 2 of the 3 phases of visident, which

meant that he would be capable of carrying out
shadowing and shepherding tasks, only if he was in
visual contact with the target.

The Sqn was participating in a Taceval at RAF
Binbrook and the Sqn Cdr had authorised this pilot
to participate, in the belief that he would not be
involved in a shadowing or shepherding mission.
However, unbeknown to the Stn or Sqn, the Taceval
team had just changed the exercise scenario from
normal interceptions to shadowing or shepherding
on slow speed low-flying targets. The targets were
Shackletons flying at 160kts at the minimum autho-
rised height of 1,500ft."

After maintaining one hour at cockpit readiness, the
pilot was scrambled. While he was taxying, the
scramble was cancelled and he returned to the dis-
persal, ordering fuel only and no turnround servic-
ing. This was contrary to standing instructions and
the engineering officer ordered a full turnround.
The turnround was delayed and, during this delay,
the pilot was warned that he would be scrambled as
soon as he was ready. He told the groundcrew to
expedite the servicing but started his engines and
taxied before the servicing was complete. He got air-
borne at 2030Z.

The pilot climbed to FL 100 and was handed over to
GCI; he was then given a shadowing task against a
160kt target at 1,500ft. At a range of 28nm, he was
told to accelerate to M0.95 in order to expedite the
take over from another Lightning. He called that he
was in contact with the lights but would have to
manoeuvre to slow down; his voice sounded
strained as though he was being affected by ‘g’. His
aircraft was seen by the other Lightning pilot; it

appeared to be about 2,000yds astern and 500-
1,000ft above the Shackleton, in a port turn. The
Shackleton crew then saw the aircraft, apparently
very low. Shortly afterwards, the Lightning pilot
failed to acknowledge instructions and emergency
procedures were initiated. A search by the
Shackleton, and a further air/sea search the follow-
ing day, failed to detect any trace of the aircraft or
pilot.

The wreckage was located nearly 2 months later
with surprisingly little damage. The canopy was
attached, but not closed, and there was no sign of
the pilot. The aircraft appeared to have struck the
sea at a low speed, planed on the surface and come
to rest comparatively slowly.

The ejection seat handle had been pulled to the full
extent allowed by the interrupter link in the main
gun sear. (The interrupter link ensures that the seat
does not fire unless the canopy has gone). The
canopy gun sear had been withdrawn but the car-
tridge had not been struck with sufficient force to
fire it (during servicing, the firing unit had been
incorrectly seated because of damaged screw
threads). The canopy had been opened normally,
the QRB was undone, as was the PEC, and the PSP
lanyard had been released from the life jacket.

It was concluded that the difficult task, carried out
in rushed circumstances, combined with a lack of
training in this profile, led to the pilot failing to
monitor his height while slowing down. He had
inadvertently flown into the sea but had attempted
to recover the situation by selecting reheat; this was
ineffective with the tail skimming the water. He
attempted to eject, but this was unsuccessful due to
the canopy failing to jettison. He then manually
abandoned the aircraft, but was nevex found. He
was, therefore, presumed to have drowned during
or after his escape.

Wing Commander Spry says

There are a number of points which axe raised by
this article, the first of which is do not believe all
you read in the newspapers! Among the serious
points to consider are the distractions and stress
caused by the false scramble and interrupted turn-
round, as well as the supervisory failuxe of allow-
ing a LCR pilot to participate in a “Taceval by
night. Close supervision during exer <ise condi-
tions, in a single seat environment, is almost
impossible. Minimum qualificatioxs are laid
down for a reason!

Aix Clues 105
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LOCSE MINUTE

D/DPR/325/1/1

10 Mar 93

Dep Hd F
Copy to:

DPO (RAF)
LOS8 OF LIG ING XS 894

Reference:

A. D/AHB(RAF)8/10 dated 9 Mar 93 (not to DPO(RAF).

1. Reference asked for comment on your draft reply to Sky TV.
I am entirely happy with your form of words.

2. Perhaps ‘RAF Bimbroke’ (sic) exists on some alternative
Earth?

DDPR (RAF)




- A F2o

Mk
LOOSE MINUTE Jeept Clwred  subjck &
D/AHE (RAF) 8710 amtnloenly - se m%u '
fhe s Dok v Wt
o Mar 93 he f"""g hC W Sxi«xf/m .
nf3

88 QF HTNI 4

- Refd A D/DPRIRAF) 327171 LM dated 27 Jan 23
Ref B: D/AHB(RAF)B/727/1 LM dated 1 Feb 93

1. You will remember, I am sure, our recent exchange at
Refs A & B concerning the loss of Capt Bohafner UBAF in
X8894., Unfortunately SKY Television are doing a documentary
on UFls, and they picked up on the Evening Telegraph story
and have asked me to supply them with further information
(sse attached). I thought it best that you both be aware
of 8BkY's interesst in this alroraft, and indeed the subject
in general.

2. I should also be grateful if you would both indicate that
you are content that my attached draft reply to
does not give any hostages to fortune. Borry to inflict this
on you, but we must do our best to bring SKY back down to

warth!!

Dei Hg  AHB (RAF)



3 March,1993

vear CEETRE

One of my colleagues spoke on the phone (Wed) about a
television documentary we’re making for SKY TV about UFO’s.

I was particularly interested in the case of the English
Electric Lightning (XS894) that was ditched into the North
Sea on the 8th September 1970 after being scrambled from
RAF Bimbroke in Lincolnshire.

I’d be grateful if you could supply me with any information
about the incident.

Yours sincerely,

SKY TELEVISION PLC

HEAD OFFICE: 8 CENTAURS BUSINESS PARK GRANT WAY :iSLEWORTH MIDDLESEX TW7 5QD
TELEPHONE 071-782 3000 FAX 071-722 3030



DRAFT

Bky News Features
Bky Television

Our Reference
D/AHB(RAF)IB/Z10

Thank you for your letter of 3 March 1993 concerning the
accident to the above aircraft aﬁd the daath ci Gaptain
W0 %ghaﬁﬁ@r LBAF . Tt M sy : g5

wH-eate that the aircraft taak a%f %ram RQF Binbre@k at
appra%im&taly 2025 hours Breenwich Mean Time to take part
in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise involving the interception,
shadowing and shepherding of low speed targets.

The target aircraft in this case was a Royal Air Force
Shackleton maritime reconnaissance aircraft flying at 1500
feet off the north east coast. Capt Schafner was vectored
onto the target and reported that he was in visual conact,
but not further messages were received and it was
subsequently established that the alrcratt had crashed

into the sea. Capt Schafner apparently abandoned the
aircraft after it hit the sea, but despite a prolonged search
he was never found and is presumed to have drowned.

k-6 e i uoa 2 Th@r@ is
absmluﬁﬁly ne mvid@nce m% any “un;dantlfiad aircraft” having
been encountered, nor ise there any reason to suppose that
there is any UFD connection with what remains a tragic
accident,

DRAFT
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THE FATAL FLIGHT OF
FOXTROT 94

axa Vord was one of a chain of

British radar stations who's task

was to scan the skies and guard
against intrusion from unidentified air-
craft approaching from the North Sea or
the sensitive 'Iceland Gap’. The year was
1970 when the cold war was at its height
with Russian aircraft making regular flights
into the North Atlantic to test reaction
from NATO fighters.

At 8.17pm. on the night of September 8th
1970, a radar operator at Saxa Vord
picked up a contact of an unidentified
aircraft over the North Sea between the
Shetlands and Norway.

The contact was monitored for several
minutes at a steady speed of 630mph at
37,000ft on a south-westerly heading.
The contact was then seen to turn 30
degrees to head due south with its speed
increasing to 900mph and its altitude
lifting to 44,000£.

Inaccordance with normal procedure Saxa
Vord flashed a message to the quick-
reaction-flight at RAF Leuchers on the
east coast of Scotland. Two Lightning
intercepters were scrambled within min-
utes and headed out across the North Sea.
So far it had been a routine scramble, but
it was then that the radar plotters on the
Shetland Isles saw something on their
screens which left them amazed. The
contact which had been travelling at speeds
consistent with Russian warplanes had
turned through 180 degrees and within
seconds had disappeared from the screens.
Later they calculated the speed of the
object at 17,400mph. )

During the next hour the mystery contact
reappeared several times, and each time the
Lightnings were sent to investigate, but the
object turned and disappeared again.

By this time two F4 Phantoms of the US Air
Force had been scrambled from Keflavik in
Iceland and with their sophisticated radar
were able to track the intruder themselves.
Asthey attempted to close on the object they
found that they had no more success than the
Lightnings.

The cat and mouse game was now causing
alarm to NATO commanders. The alert had
reached such a level that the contact was
being monitored by the Ballistic Missile
Early Warning station at Fylingdales, also

with a second BMEWS in Greenland. The -

North American

At9.39pm radar controllers picked up the
contact again. This time its speed was
decelerating to 1,300mph which was al-
most the limit of the Lightnings and Phan-
toms. It was atthis time holding an altitude
of 18,0001t and heading southwest, off the
northern tip of Denmark.

Two more Lightnings were scrambled
from RAF Leuchars to patrol northeast of
Aberdeen and a further two from RAF
Coltishall in Norfolk. The contact was
now between these two lines of fighters.
While this was taking place, Fylingdales
were informed that Strategic Air Com-
mand HQ at Omaha, Nebraska, was or-
dering its B52 bombers into the air.

The order could have only come from the

Air Defence Net-
work at Cheyenne
Mountain and the
US Detection and
Tracking Centre at
Colorado Springs
also became in-
volved in the inci-
dent.

During thistime the
Lightnings and
Phantoms made re-
peated attempts to
get close to the ob-
ject, but as they
approached it dis-
appeared off the
radar screens.
Eventually the
Lightnings were or-
dered back to base
whilst the Phantoms
continued to patrol.

BINBROOK

PAGES4
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highest level. What had started as a rou-
tine sighting of a Russian aircraft had now
reached the White House and presum-
ably President Richard Nixon.

At this time NORAD was informed thata
US pilot of great experience was presently
on an exchange visit with the RAF at
Binbrook, the north Lincolnshire fighter
base near Grimsby. Enquires were made
and it was discovered that the pilot was on
station, and by coincidence, "Flight Avail-
able’.

out one aircraft, flown by Captain
Schaffner. The Americans wanted one of
their own men present when the object was
eventually cornered.

Captain Schaffner was sitting in the crew
room of 5 Squadron when the call came
from High Wycombe. Schaffner was still
in his flying suit, after returning earlier
that evening from a training sortie in one
of the squadron's aircraft. When the call
came Schaffner ran out of the building
across the runway towards two Lightnings
which - were standing virtually

One of the men on the ground crew at the
time was Brian Mann of Grimsby, who
was driving one of the fuel bowsers. He
remembers XS894 being refuelled at a
rate of 150 gallons per minute, when
suddenly the aircraft engines started, He
said, "The windows of the tanker almost
went in, I took off the hoses and got out
of the way.” Mr. Mann remembered
Captain Schaffper disregarding the ground
marshal, who was the eyes and ears of the
pilot on the ground, as he swung the
Lightning round.

ONE OF THE LIGHTNINGS FROM THE lLL—FATED SQUADRON.
COURTESY: GRIMSBY EVENING TELEGRAPH

At 9.45pm a request was made from the
highest level within NORAD through
Strike Command's UK Headquarters at
High Wycombe, for RAF Binbrook to
send Captain William Schaffner to join
_the Lightnings search for the mystery
object. By this time four Lightnings, two
Phantoms and three tankers were already
airborne and they were joined by a
Shackleton from Kinloss which was or-
dered to patrol on anorth-south heading at
3,000ft 10 miles from the east coast.

Binbrook's QRA Lightnings were being
held in reserve but it was decided to send

ready for flight. One XS894, was in the

process of having its fuel tanks topped up.’

Schaffner climbed the ladder into the air-
craft and hauled himself into the cockpit.
He waved aside the ground crews who were
expected to carry our pre-flight checks,
ordered the refuelling to stop and failed to
sign the regulation form stating that he was
happy with the aircraft.

The aircraft was armed with two Red Top
air-to-air missiles, one was armed, the
other a dummy. The aircraft’s guns had
enough 30mm canon shells for a six-second
burst.

At 10.06pm the aircraft blasted off
Binbrook's runway into the night sky.
Those on the ground saw it disappear with
a sheet of flame from its twin tail pipes as
it headed out over the North Sea.

By now the mystery contact which had
lead to five Lightnings, two Phantoms,
three tankers and a Shackleton being scram-
bled was being tracked by radar control-
lers at Staxton Wold, which stands on
high ground overlooking Scarborough.
The contact was flying parallel to the east
coast 90 miles east of Whitby, at a speed
of 530mph and an altitude of 6,100ft.

UFO MAGAZINE »> Vol 11 No 4
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What follows next is drawn from informa-
tion given to the Grimsby Evening Tel-
egraph newspaper who broke the story
and was reported as being an official
transcript of the conversation between
Captain Schaffner and the radar station at
Staxton Wold.

Schaffner: 1 have visual contact, repeat
visual contact. Over.

Staxton: Can you identify aircraft type?

Schaffner; Negative, nothing recognis-
able, no clear outlines. There is bluish

Staxton: Is it part of the object or independ-
ent? Over. :

Schaffner: Negative, nothing.
Staxton: Can you assess the rate...?
Schaffner: Contact in descent, gentle. Am

going with it... 50 no about 70... it's lev-
elled out again.

2

Staxton: Is the ball object still with it. Over.

Schaffner: Affirmative. It's not actually
connected... maybe a magnetic attraction to

North Sea.

Two and a half minutes after the blip came
to a halt it started accelerating rapidly to
600mph and climbing to 9000ft, heading
south towards Staxton,

Shortly afterwards, the single blip sepa-
rated into two. One maintaining it's south-
erly heading, somewhat erratically, -at
about 600mph and descending slowly, the
other turning through 180 degrees to head
north westerly and vanishing at a speed
later calculated to be around 20,400mph.

TRACKING THE UNIDENTIFIED OBJECTS
- v COURTESY: GRIMSBY EVENING TELEGRAPH

light. Hell that's bright... very bright.

Staxton: Are your instruments function-
ing 94. Check compass. Over.

Schaffner: Affirmative, GCI I'm along
side of it now, maybe 600ft off my... It's
.aconical shape, jeeze that's bright, it hurts
my eyes to look at it for more than a few
seconds.

Staxton: How close are you now?

Schaffner: About 400ft he's still in my
three o'clock. Hey wait... there's some-
thing else. It's like a large soccer ball...
It's like it's made of glass.

the conical shape. There's a haze of light
Ye'ow... it's within that haze. Wait a sec-
ond, it'sturning... coming straight for me...
shit... am taking evasive action... a few...
I can hardly...

Staxton: Come in 94. Foxtrot 94 are you
receiving? Over, come in.

As the controller lost contact with Captain
Schaffner, a radar operator who had been
tracking the Lightning and the mystery
object watched in amazement. The two
blips on the screen representing the aircraft
and it's quarry, slowly merged into one.
Decelerating rapidly from 500mph until
they became stationary 6000ft above the

At this time a Shackleton which had been
on patrol off the Firth of Forth was or-
dered to hold station around Flamborough
Head. Then Staxton Wold re-established
contact with Captain Schaffner.

Schaffner: GCL... are you receiving?
Over.

Staxton: Affirmative 94, loud and clear.
What is your condition?

Schaffner: Not too good. I can't think
whathas happened... I feel kind of dizzy...
1 can see shooting stars.

Staxton: Can you see you instruments?
Over.

PAGE 6
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Schaffner: Affirmative, buter... thecom-
pass is u/s...

Staxton: Foxtrot 94, turn 043 degrees.
Over.

Schaffner: Er... all directional instru-
ments are out. Repeat u/s. Over,

Staxton: Roger 94, execute right turn,
estimate quarter turn. Over.

Schaffner; Turning now.

Staxton: Come further 94. That's good, is
your altimeter functioning? Over.

Schaffner: Affirmative GCIL.

Staxton: 94 is ditching. Can you maintain a
wide circuit? Over.

Shackleton: Affirmative GCL. Over.

Staxton: Thanks 77. Standby 94 execute
ditching procedure at your discretion. Over.

Schaffner: Descending now, GCIL. Over.

A period of six to seven minutes elapsed
without contact, then suddenly.

Shackleton: He's down GCI. Hell of a

splash... he's down in one piece though. -

Qver.

A further two minutes elapsed.
Shackleton: GCL. Over.
Staxton: Receiving you 77. Over.

Shackleton: This is odd GCI, she's
sinking fast, butthe canopy'sclosed again.

Staxton: Can you confirm the pilot clear
of the aircraft? g

Shackleton: He's not in it. We can con-
firm that. He must be in the water some-
where.

Staxton: Any distress signals
or flares? Over.

Staxton: Descend to 3,5005.
Over. b

Schaffner: Roger GCL.

Staxton: What's your fuel state
94? Over.

Schaffner: About 30 per cent
GCIL

Staxton: That's what we calcu-
lated. Can you tell us what
happened 947

Schaffner: 1 don't know, it
cameinclose... Ishutmyeyes...
I figure I must have blacked out
for a few seconds.

Staxton: OK 94. Standby.
At this time the Shackleton ar-

rived over Flamborough and
began circling before XS894

Shackleton: Negative GCI,
we're going round again. Over,

Ashorttime later the Shackleton
wasback in contact with Staxton
Wold.

Shackleton: She's sunk GCI,
there's a slight wake where she
was, still no sign of the pilot. 1
say again GCI, we need a
chopper fast. Over.

Staxton: A whirlwind'sonit's
way from Leconfield, are you
positive you saw no sign of the
pilot. Over.

Shackleton: Nothing GCI. The
first pass we assumed he was
un-strapping. He must have
got out as we went round for
the second pass, but why shut
the canopy? Over.

was vectored into the area by
Staxton controllers.

Schaffner; Can you bring me in GCI?
Staxton: Er... Hold station, 94. Over...
Foxtrot 94 can you ditch the aircraft?

Over.

Schaffner: She's handling fine. I can
bring her in. Over.

Staxton: Negative 94. I repeat, can you
ditch the aircraft? Over.

Schaffoer: Yeah... I guess.

Staxton: Standby 94, Over. Oscar 77.
QOver.

Shackleton 77: Receiving. Over.

Staxton: Can you see the pilot yet? Over.

Shackleton: Negative, were going round
again, pulling a tight one. QOver.

Two minutes elapsed.

Shackleton: Thecanopy'sup... she's float-
ing OK... can't see the pilot, we need a
chopper out here GCI. No sign of the pilot,
where the hell is he?

Staxton: You sure he's not in the water?
Check your SABRE receptions. Over. (Note:
Sabre was the search and rescue beacon
carried by all RAF aircrew)

Shackleton: No SABRE yet, no flares
either. Hang on we're going round again.

Staxton: That's what we were
thinking. Maintain patrol 77, he must be
out there somewhere.

Shackleton: Roger GCI.

A short time later the search and rescue
helicopter arrived and a systematic search
of the area began. Lifeboats from
Bridlington, Filey and Flamborough ar-
rived and joined in the search as the
weather began to deteriorate. The search
continued overnight and into the next day,
without success and without receiving any
transmissions from the beacons carried by
the pilot and no distress flares were seen at
any time.

The following day the Evening Telegraph
reported that flares had been seenabout 10
miles off shore and the Grimsby trawler
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Ross Kestrel which had been in the area
had gone to investigate, but found noth-
ing. i

The missing pilot was not found and at that
time no wreckage from the aircraft had
been located. Three weeks later the
Evening Telegraph reported that the fu-
selage of the aircraft had been located on
the sea-bed and quoted that the ejector
seat was still in the aircraft giving rise to
the beliefthat the body of the pilot was still
in the aircraft.

On October 7th, divers from HMS
Kiddleston inspected the wreckage and
said that Captain Schaffner's body was
still in the cockpit. But that was the start
of the biggest mystery of all. When the
aircraft was brought to the surface and
returned to Binbrook, there was no trace
of Captain Schaffner, the cockpit was
empty.

The wreckage was eventually lifted from
the sea some five miles from Flamborough
Head and transported in some secrecy to
RAF Binbrook.

Air crashes in the North Sea in those days
were relatively common and much of the
wreckage found its way into Grimsby
where the Evening Telegraph
reporters were on hand
to record the event,
but not with
XS894.

BINBROOK

It was also common practice for crashed
aircraft to be taken to the MoD Crash
Investigation Branch at Farnborough where
detailed examination took place in an at-
tempt to find the cause of accidents, but this
didn't happen with XS894. Instead, the
remains of the aircraft, which were in good
condition, were taken straight to Binbrook
where it was placed behind shutters in a
hangar at the far corner of the base.

The Accident Investigation team from Farn
borough arrived at Binbrook in the belief

that they were about to start a detailed

investigation, one which would lead to a
report to the Ministry of Defence to assist
with the eventual board of enquiry, but they
were in for a surprise.

They were amazed to find that many of the
cockpit instruments were missing. These
included the E2B compass, voltmeter,
standby directionindicator, standby inverter
indicator and the complete auxiliary warn-
ing panel from the starboard side of the
cockpit, below the voltmeter. This was a
serious breach of regulations and although
the investigation team were told the instru-
ments would be returned shortly, they never
were.

The investigators found there was a
revolting fusty smell in the
cockpit while the whole
aircraft still had
a slimy feel

SECOND
SIGHTING+

to it following its month's immersion in

the North Sea.

The ejector seat also seemed tobe 'wrong’,
and there was a suspicion that it was not
the original one fitted to the aircraft when
it had taken off on its last flight from
Binbrook. They were given assurances by
the officer commanding 5 Squadron that
the seat had not been tampered with, but
some of the investigators were not con-
vinced.

Brian McConnell, a former sergeant who
was serving at Binbrook at the time of the
incident, said that the cartridge on the seat
had failed because of faulty installation,
but this contradicted the story of the
Shackleton crew who stated that they had
seen the cockpit open. Had any attempt
been made to fire the ejector seat, the
cockpit canopy would have blown off. It
also comes into conflict with the order
Captain Schaffner received instructing
him to ditch his aircraft, even though he
stated that the Lightning was still handling
fine with plenty of fuel left.

When the accident investigators were
eventually allowed to examine the plane,
they were constantly supervised by five
civilians, two of whom were Americans.
After a few hours, the investigators were
told that as nothing useful had been found,
“their job was over.”

The following day, they were summoned
to the main office at Farnborough and told
in no uncertain terms that they were not to
discuss any aspect of the ditching of
XS894, even with their own families. The
reason given? ‘“National Security.”’

No further information has been forth-
coming and the investigation file is still
classified. When we recently contacted
the Ministry of Defence, we were in-
formed that the incident had been an
unfortunate accident and that there was
nothing relateéd to UFOs being involved.

Enquiries were made through our own
channels and we were informed that the
aircraft had eventually been taken to
Kirkland Air Force Base in America.
‘When questioned about this, the Ministry
of Defence spokesman said that this was
quite possible and not unusual because the
pilot of the aircraft had been American.
This in no way inferred that the MoD were
admitting that the aircraft had been sent to
America.

When the story first appeared in the

PAGES

Grimsby Evening Telegraph, Pat Otter,

T
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the Editor and author of the story was
amazed by the response he received from
the public. He was contacted by a member
of the accident investigation team who
had been sent to examine the aircraft, (he
related the earlier account).

People came forward who reported that
they had personally witnessed UFOs in
the area on the date of the incident. Two
pilots who had been flying Lightnings on
the night of the incident came forward and
gave their own account of the incident.

They were “Mike Streten, a former 5
Squadron CO, and Furz Lloyd, a very
experienced Lightning pilot.

airborne early warning Shackleton from 8
Squadron based at Lossiemouth. A crew
member reported that he had last seen the
navigation lights of the Lightning passing to
the rear and below his aircraft. The Light-
ning pilot, Capt. William Schaffner was an
experienced USAF pilot who had recently
joined 5 Squadron. Immediately following
the pilot's failure to acknowledge radio
transmissions from both the Shackleton and
ground control a search was initiated.

“No trace was found and the immediate
search was called off for the night. The

following morning, a comprehensive search |

was mounted, but no wreckage, oil slicks or
other tell tale signs of the missing pilot were
found. It was not until two months later that

L

““From my owan flying experience night
flying over the North Sea, with stars above
and lights of fishing boats below, disorien-
tation affected all pilots from time to time.

““The evidence indicated that Capt.
Schaffner had most likely suffered from
this since the only way the aircraft would
have hit the sea without breaking up was
from hitting it at a slow speed and ata very
shallow glance angle, most probably plan-
ing over it as he rapidly decelerated. It is
a matter of fact that the only way the
canopy could be opened and remain with
the aircraft was if the aircraft was doing
less than 150 Knots or so. Therefore the
most likely situation that the pilot found
himself in was the nightmare of having hit

THE WRECKAGE OF THE LIGHTNING AIRCRAFT RETRIEVED
COURTESY: GRIMSBY EVENING TELEGRAPH

Mike Streten stated:

“‘On the night of the loss of Foxtrot 94,
September 8th 1970. I was night flying
with 23 Squadron, based at Leuchars. I
remember the initial report of the loss of
the aircraft well; at that stage I only knew
that the pilot was missing and I knew that
Binbrook was undergoing its annual Tac-
tical Evaluation. The immediate facts we
were able to glean on that fateful night
were that the pilot had been shadowing an

a Royal Navy mine sweeper found the
aircraft virtually intact at the bottom of the
sea. ¢

‘I remember the reports on the aircraft
well, the aircraft was effectively in one
piece. What was very unusual, however,

_was that the canopy was still attached to the

aircraft and all the ejector seat straps and the
seat dinghy were still in the aircraft. There
was no trace of the pilot whatsoever.

#

the sea while trying to recover from slow
speed situation.

““With the aircraft on the sea and sinking
rapidly, the quickest way out would have
been to open the canopy, unstrap and
disconnect the seat dinghy lanyard thereby
relying on the life jacket for floatation and
subsequently for the manual activation of
the SABRE emergency beacon (contained

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
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Around the time of the incident involv-
ing XS894 many reports of UFOs were
being received by the local police and
coast guards in the Bridlington area. The
following are two such reports. Mrs. Jill
Cooper of Bridlington informed me that
she remembers her sighting as if it had
been yesterday.

“‘She stated that 20 years ago she had been
working in her kitchen when her four-
year-old son who was playing in the back
garden, came running into the house very
excited insisting that she go out into the
garden to see the strange objects in the
sky. She said: ‘When I got outside I could
see bright things in the sky, but it wasn't
until I got my binoculars that I could see
six saucer-shaped objects. They were me-
tallic silver in colour and at the centre of
eachof themwere orange swirling flames.
She stated that each of the objects were
approximately three inches in diameter at
arms length. She estimates that she was no
more than half-a-mile from the hovering
objects. She watched them for approxi-
mately five minutes, but returned into the
house to answer the telephone.On the
night of September 8th 1970, a couple and
their daughter were waking their dog
along a coastal path at Almouth
Bay,Northumberland.

*“This was almost opposite the point over
the North Sea where Schaffner made his
interception, when they saw and heard
something strange:

"We had been walking for approximately 10
minutes when we heard a high pitched
humming noise.’ **They later told the MoD

PILOT BOARDING LIGHTNING

personnel... ‘Thedog kept cocking herhead
to one side and growling. It seemed impos-
sible to tell from which direction the noise
was coming, it seemed everywhere. It lasted
Jor about 10 - 15 seconds.

‘About five minutes later the eastern sky lit
up rather like sheet lightning, only it took

that night to the police and RAF at nearby

I nomenon, or could there be another ex-

about 10 seconds to die down again. Over
the following three minutes this happened
many times, but it was only visible for a
second or two at a time. It appeared
similar to the Northern Lights. The whole
spectacle was completely silent. After two
or three minutes, there was another flare
up of the sheet lightning.’

““The family called in at the local Police
Station to report what they had seen and
heard.”

Their's was one of many similar reports

Boulmer. The time and location fit in
exactly with the events going on 60 miles
south at Staxton Wold. They could have
been watching some kind of natural phe-

planation? What do you think?

If any reader has any additional informa-
tion in relation to this incident, I would be
very pleased to hear from them.

My grateful thanks to Roy Otter of the
Grimsby Evening Telegraph who haspro-
vided a great deal of material and co-
operated fully in this case, which needless
to say is still ongoing.

Copyright: Quest International. 1993

ALIENS IN ENGLAND
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

overhead and we all turned our heads. On
turning to see more of this Avebury
apparition we found it had vanished,
though there was nowhere for it to have
gone! [FIG. 4]

A 'SUIT OF MANY COLOURS'

One afternooninMay 1973, about 4.00pm,
a girl named Fay, aged seven, together with
a young boy, claimed to have seen a seven-
foot tall figure wearing a green tunic and
red collar. The figure also had a yellow
pointed hat with knob and antennae and was
holding what looked a microphone. The
incident occurred
close to disused
Sandown Airport on
the Isle of Wight. The
figure then disap-
peared close to an old
hut.

TRIANGULAR
ALIENS?

Julian Garside, then
sixteen years of age,
wasdriven home from
work on a friend's
motor-bike on 20th
September, 1973. As
they passed Stainland
Woods, between Hud-
dersfield and Halifax,
Julian noticed three

bright triangiﬂar lights. He tapped his
friend on the shoulder and they stopped to
look. They both saw three triangular
'shapes’, yellowish-white and around five
feettall, 'gliding’ uphill through the woods.

Though scared, they followed, and as they
did so, the ‘entities’ speeded up; This
wood runs about half-a-mile uphill and
when they reached the top, the figures had
disappeared. However, above the hill was
a round, orange light shaped like a road-
crossing beacon, and as they watched, it
moved away. One strange thing that both
commented on was that there was a strong
smell resembling engine oil, which seems
completely incompatible with either al-
iens, ghosts or UFOs!

Copyright: Norman Oliver. 1992.

'ALIENS IN ENGLAND'
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LOOSE MINUTE

D/AHB (RAF) 8/Z27

1 Feb 93

DDPR (RAF)

Copy to:

,
LO8Ss OF CTEMTIMING (&8 Gl )
e TR AT IRm S M datag N7 Jan 27

1. VYou asked at reference for any informaticn relating to
the loss of A88%94 and its pilot, Capt Schatner USAF.

W, Enclosed for your delectation and delight ar=2 copies of
the aircraft accident card, and extracts from the FI40
Operations Record Books of the various units involved. The
documents tend to indicate that there is NO mystery, and that
it is the age old problem of pilots handling high performance
aircraft close to the sea on an unfamiliar task. Clearly,
Rowever, the Evening Telegraph’'s could =asily make
a living writing 8F novels!

Dei Hd AHB (RAF)

EI%
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LON"% MINUTE

D/Sec(AS)12/6

28 Jan 93
DDPR(RAF)

Copy to:
AHB -

LOSS OF LIGHTNING XS894

Ref A: D/DPR/325/1/1 dated 27 Jan 93

1. Thank you for your minute at Reference, and for sending the articles
from the Evening Telegraph.

2. Following the publication of these articles last year, I had a number of
enquiries from UFO organisations and researchers. As a result I tracked down
the original Board of Inquiry papers relating to the crash, and made a thorough
study of the whole incident.

3. As you recognise, this accident predated the Military Aircraft Accident
Summary procedure. I have not found any official published statement on the
crash, but given the time that has elapsed, I am not surprised.

4. In response to the questions that were put to me, I produced some
unclassified sentences setting out what happened to the aircraft. I have
attached one of my letters, which can be drawn upon in response to any queries
that you receive. Notwithstanding all the stories about the loss of this
aircraft, there is no UFO story here!

5. Please let me know if you require anything further.

Sec(AS)2a




LAz,

_ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room ! 4@‘ £5

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
2 November 1992

Ve

Your letter dated 20 October to RAF West Drayton, in which you asked about the
crash of an RAF Lightning on 8 September 1970, has been passed to this office.

I have done some research into the loss of the aircraft, and have discovered
that it was taking part in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise designed to practise
the night shadowing and shepherding of low speed targets. For the purpose of
the exercise, the targets involved were Shackleton aircraft. The Lightning
crashed into the sea while attempting to intercept one of the Shackletons.
There is no indication of any "unidentified aircraft" having been encountered

and no reason to suggest that there is any sort of UFO incident in any way
connected with this tragic crash.

’

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your research.

7
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LOOSE MINUTE
D/DPR/325/1/1
27 Jan 93
Copy to:

ano - SR

LOSS OF LIGHTNING X8 894

1. I have recently been sent the attached cuttings from the
Evening Telegraph relating to the loss of Lightning XS 894 and
its pilot in 1970. It makes fascinating reading!

2. Do we have a line on this? I do not believe we issued
Military Aircraft Accident Summaries in those days, but
presumably we did have some cleared statement on the mystery.

DDPR (RAF)




minutes were airborne and head-
inﬁ out over the North Sea.

* After checking the position of
their tanker, a’ Victor K1A, the
two fighters were guided north
by Saxa Vord. So far it was a
routine scramble’ for what was
then assumed to be a Russian
Bear or Badger, the long-range
reconnaisance aircraft used tlo

DRETETRL

test the nerves of the Royal Air-

Force. .
But it was then that the radar

plotters on the Shetland Islands’

saw something on their screens
which they found impossible to
believe.

During the next hour the
mystery contact ~reappeared
several times, approaching f{rom

the north. Each t{ime the Light-
nings were sent north to inter-.
- cept, it turned and disappeared

again.

By now iwo F4 Phantoms of

the US Air Force had been scram-

bled from the American base at-

Keflavik in Iceland. They had
much more sophisticated radar
than the British Lightnings and
were able to pick up the mystery
contact themselves.

But when they, too, tried to get
close cnough to identify what was

at_Cheyenne Mountain and the
US Detection and Tracking Cen-

- tre at Colorado Springs.

In the meantime, the cat-and-
mouse game-over thé’ North Sea
between the Lightnings and
Phantoms and the mystery con-
tact was still going on. Then, at
21.05 after the fighters had made
yet another abortive atltempt to
get close, the contact vanished off

- the radar screens.

The Lightnings were ordered to
return to 'Leuchars while the
Phantoms were instructed to
carry out a Combat Air Patrol to
the east of Iceland.

The radar stations and airbases put on alert by the first contacts
that night. :

Then, at 21.39, radar controllers
picked up the contact again. This
time its speed was declerating to
1,300mph — almost the limit of
both the Lightnings and Phan--
toms — at a holding allitude of
18,000ft. It was on a south-west- -
erly heading coming from the
direction of the Skagerrak, off the
northern tlip of Denmark.

Two more Lightnings were
scrambled from Leuchars, and
were ordered to rendezvous with
a Victor tanker and then maintain
a CAP on a 50-mile east-west

Staxton Wold radar station near Scarborough — Schafer’s link on his last mission.

front, 200 miles north-cast of
Abcrdeen. As a precaution. two
further Lightnings were ordered
.into the air from Coliishall in
Norfolk and, with another tanker,
to form a CAP 170 miles east of
Great Yarmouth. The contacl was
somewhere belween these {wo
lines of supersonic fighters.

While all this was going on,
RAF staff at Fylingdales. which
was in consiant conlact with
NORAD at Cheyennc Mountain,
heard, ominously, that the Strate-
gic Air Command HQ at Omaha.
Nebraska, was ordering its B52
bombers into the air.

It was an order which could
only have come from the highest
level. What had started as a
routine sighting of what was
believed to be a Russian aircraft,

had now reached the White
Housc and, presumably, Presi-
dent Richard Nixon.

ORAD was told by

officials at the Pentlagon

that a USAF pilot of

great experience was
presently on an exchange visit
with the RAF and was stationed
at Binbrook, the North Lincoln-
shire fighter base a few - miles
from Grimsby.

Rapid inquiries were made and
il was discovered the pilot was on
the station and was, by coinci-
dence, “flight available”.

At around 21.45 a request was
made from a very high level
within NORAD, through Strike
Command’s UK headquarters at
High Wycombe, for RAF Bin-
brook to send Capt William
Schafer “if at all possible” to join
the QRA Lightnings looking for
the mystery contact.

By this time four Lightnings,
two Phantoms and three tankers
were already airborne and they
were joined by a Shackleton Mk3
from Kinloss, which was ordered
to patrol on a north-south head-
ing at 3,000ft, 10 miles out from
the east coast.

Binbrook’s QRA Lightnings
were being held in reserve, but it
was decided to send out a single
aircraft from the North Lincoln-
shire airfield — flown by Capt
Schafer. The Americans wanted
one of their own at the sharp end
when it came to cornering the
mystery-contact.

@ TOMORROW: Contact over the _
North Sea.

f



-d to sign the regulation woiin siglilying e
5 happy with the aircraft. . .
1t was armed with two Red Top air-to-air
missiles, one of which was live and the other a
dummy, and enough 30mm cannon shells for a
six-second burst. .
One of the men on the ground crew at the time
was Brian Mann of Grimsby, who was driving one
of the fuel bowsers. He remembers X5894 being
refueled at a rate of 150 gallons a minute when
suddenly the engines started. “The windows on
the tanker almost went in. I panicked, took the

Check compass. Uver. o

Schafer: Affirmative, GCIL. I'm alongside it now,
maybe 600ft off my...It's a conical shape. Jeeze,
that’s bright, it hurts my eyes to look at it for
more than a few seconds.

Staxton: How close are you now? '

Schafer: About 400 feet. He’s still in my three
o’clock. Hey wait ... there’s something else. It’s
lilke a large soccer ball...it’s like it's made of
glass.

Staxton: Is it part of the object or independent?

ver.

Schafer: It... no, it’s separate from the main
body ... the conical shape... it’s at the back end,
the sharp end of the shape. It's like bobbing up
and down and going from side to side slowly. It
may be the power source. There’s no sign of
ballistics.

Staxton: Is there any sign of occupation? Over.

Schafer: Negative, nothing.

Staxton: Can you assess the rate..?

Schafer: Contact in descent gentle. Am going " -

with it...50...no about 70ft...it’s levelled out
again. .
Staxton: Is the ball object still with it? Over.

Schafer: Affirmative. It’s not actually connec-
ted ... maybe a magnetic attraction to the conical
shape. There’s a haze of light. Ye'ow ... it’s within
that haze. Wait a second, it’s turning...coming
straight for me...shit...am taking evasive ac-
tion...a few...I can hardl... )

Staxton: 94? Come in 94. Foxtrot 94, are you
receiving? Over. Come in 94. Over.

@ NEXT INSTALMENT: Schafer ditches and dis-
appears.

@® A radar con- |
troller vectored l
shafer onto the

mystery object |




screen came to a halt «
_started to move again,
accelerating rap_xdlz_ to
600mph and eclimbing
to 9,000ft, heading
south back towards
Staxton.

Shortly afterwards,
the single lip
separated into two, one
maintaining' its south-
erly heading, some-
‘what erratically, at
between 600 and
630mph and descend-
ing slowly, the other
turning through 180
degrees to head north-
westerly and vanishing
at a speed later calcu-
lated to be around
20,400mph.

While all this was
going on, a Shackleton
MR3, which had been
on patrol off the Firth

23

of Forth, was ordered
south to hold station
around Flamborough
Head. C

Then, Staxton Wold -
re-established contact

with Captain Schafer.

Schafer: GCI ... are .

you receiving? Over., -

Staxton: Affirmative
94, Loud and clear.
What is your condi-
tion? Over. -

Schafer: Not too
good. I can’t think
what has happened ...
I feel kinda dizzy ... 1
can see shooting stars.

Staxton: Can you see
your ‘instruments?

ver.
Schafer: Affirmative,*
but, er ... the compass

isuws...
Staxton: Foxtrot 94,

NelaiaN

. - When the Shacklieton came round again he Ligh
flustration bv TREVOR HARRIES. .

turn 043 degrees. Over.

Schafer: Er ... all
directional instruments
are out, repeat u/s.

Over.
Staxton: Roger 94,

.execute right turn, esti-

mate:

Over.
Schafer:

now.
Staxton:

quarter turn.

Come fur-

ther, 94. That’s good. Is

your . altimeter func-

. tioning? Over. =~ -

Schafer: Afﬁrrha_’&ve.
GCI '

" Staxton: Descend to
3,500ft. Over.
Schafer: Roger, GCI.
-Staxton: What's your
fuel state, 94? Over.
Schafer: About thirty
per cent, GCI.
Staxton: That’s what

tnin

Tu'rning.

g's canopy had closed.

we calculated. Can you

tell us what happened,

94? Over. .
Schafer:: 1. don't

know. It came in close

...Ishut myeyes...I

figure I must've
blacked out for a few
seconds. ’ ’
Staxton: . OK 94.
‘Standby. =

At this stage the
Shacklcton arrived
over Flamborough
Head and began cir-
cling before XS894 was
vectored into the area
by the Staxton con-
trollers.

Schafer: Can. you
i in, GCI1?
Over. ‘ .

Staxton: Er ... Hold

" station, 94. Over.

Several minutes then

Over. Oscar 77. Over.
Shackleton: 77. Over.
Staxton: 94 is ditching.

Can you maintain wide

circuit? Over.
Shackleton: Affirma-

tive GCI. Over.
Staxton: Thanks' 77.

Standby. 94, execute

- ditching procedure at.

» your discretion. Over.

Schafer: Descending:

now, GCI. Over.

Between  six and .

seven ' minutes then
elapsed. .
Shackleton: He’s

down, GCI. Hell of a
splash ... he's down in
one piece though. Over.

Staxton: Can you see .

the pilot yet? Over.

Shackleton: Nega-
tive. We're going round
again, pulling a tight
one.

Two minutes later:

Shackleton: The can-
opy’s up ... she’s float-
ing OK... can’t see the
pilot. We need a chop-
per out here, GCI. No,

~no sign of the pilot.-

Where the hell is he?
Staxton: You sure he's
not in the water, 777
Check your SABRE
receptions. Over. (Note:
SABRE was the search
and rescue beacon car-
ried by all RAF
aircrew).

v
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the crew of the A'ShAa'ck;

leton were back'in con-"

tact with Staxton Wold.
Shackleton: She’s

sunk, GCI.. There's a -
_slight wake where she

was,. Still no sign of the
pilot. I say again, GCI,
we need a chopper
here fast. Over. :
Staxton:
wind’s on the way from

Leconfield. Are you .
positive’ you saw no.

- sign of the pilot? Over.

'

Shackleton: Nothing
GCI. The first pass we
assumed he was
unstrapping. He must
have got out
went round for a
second pass but

why shuﬁ the canopy?

Qver. -

Staxton: That’s what

‘we were thinking, .

Maintain patrol 77, he
must be there some-
where. Over.

Shackleton: Roger,
GCI. Over.
Shortly afterwards

the search and rescue
Whirlwind from nearby
Leconfield ‘arrived on

the scene and began a -

systematic' search of
the ditching area. The
aircraft were shortly
joined by " lifeboats
from Bridlington,
Flamborough and Filey

. ;,f

- The radar plotters watched as the Lightning slowly went ilpwn.

"spokesman

A Whirl-

as we,

‘Telegraph
that divers from HMS

Ler S .
wife was at Binbroo;
waiting for news of b~

- husband. .

" But the Ministry of
Defence were doubtful
whether - there would
be any good news for
her. “I don’t think he
got out of the plane,” a
told a
reporter. “No wreckage
has been found.”

Three weeks later the

Evening Telegraph re-
ported that the fuselage
of the aircraft had been
located on the seabed

“and noted that the ejec-

tor seat was still intact
“giving ' rise to the
belief that the body of
the pilot is still in the"
wreckage” .

On October 7, the
reported

Keddleston
inspected the wreckage
an said Captain's
Schafer’s body was still
in the cockpit. -
But that was the start
of the biggest mystery
of all. When the aircraft
was brought to the sur-
face and returned to
Binbrook, there was no
trace of Captain
Schafer. Just an empty
cockpit. :
® TOMORROW: A cloak
of secrecy.

had



k4 which was in remarkawuiy goou condiioit,
.or§ were taken straight to Binbrook where it
was placed behind what appears to have
been a series of shutters in the far corner
of a hangar. :

A team from Farnborough arrived one
wet winter's day at Binbrook in the
belief that they were about to start a
detailed investigation which, in turn,
would lead to the preparation of a report
on the incident to the Ministry of
Defence, the report being used as the
basis for an eventual inquiry into the loss
of Lightning XS894. But they were in for
a surprise.

They were astonished to find many of
the cockpit instruments missing. These
included the E2B compass, volimeter,
standby direction indicator, standby
inverter indicator and_the complete aux-
iliary warning panel from the starboard
side of the cockpit below the voltmeter.

This was a serious breach of regula-
tions and, although the investigation
team was promised the instruments
would be returned shortly, they never
were, '

The investigators found there was a
revolting fusty smell in the cockpit while
the whole aircraft still had a slimy feel to
it following its month-long immersion in

Dl Addte by Giteeie
fire it, it would have been blown off. It
also seems to conflict with the account
we have been given of the order from
Staxton Wold to Captain Schafer to ditch
his aircraft rather than attempt to return
to Binbrook or land at Leconfield, only a
few minutes’ flying time from Flambor-
ough. And, remember, Schafer has told
his ground controllers that XS894 was
still handling “fine” and he had plenty of
fuel left. .

During the few hours the investigators
were allowed to examine the aircraft,
they themselves were constantly super-
vised by five civilians, two of them
Americans. .

t the end of the day the investiga-

tion team was told curtly that as

nothing useful had been dis-
covered, their job was over.

The following day the,
into the main office at Farnborough and
told in no uncertain terms they were not
to discuss any aspect of the ditching of
XS89%4, even with their own families. The
reason given was simple — national
security.

were all called °

it took_about 10 seconds 1o wic uowu
again. Over the following three minutes
this happened many times, but the
‘lightning’ was only visible for a second
or two at a time. It appeared very similar
to the Northern Lights. The whole spec-
tacle was completely silent.

“After two or three minutes there was
another flare-up of ‘sheet lightning
which lasted about the same time as the
first. This was followed by that awful
shrill sensation, only this time it was
worse. You could actually feel your ears
ringing.”

he family called in at the local

lice station to report what they

d seen and heard. Their’'s was

one of many similar reports that night to

both the police and the RAF at nearby
Boulmer. - . .

The time and the location fit in exactly
with events é;oing on 60 miles south at
Staxton Wold and they could have been
watching some kind of natural phe-

© nomena.

Or there could be another explanation.
What do you think?

@
BINBROOK
FARNBOROUGH
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T PRECISELY six minutes past 10 on the night of
eptember 8, 1970, a single Lightning jet fighter took off
'om RAF Binbrook.

Ground crew on the flight line were accustomed to
ightnings being scrambled in a hurry at any time of night
r day. Binbrook, after all, was a frontline fighter station
nd its aircraft shared QRA (Quick Reaction Alert) duty
rith other East Coast airfields to provide cover should any
nidentified aircraft appear on the radar screens.

By PAT OTTER

But there was
ymething dif-
rent about this
'ramble.

For a start, it was
rmal for QRA air-
aft to take off in
iirs. Two aircraft were
'pt at a state of
stant readiness at all
nes, ready for just
ch an emergency.
it on this occasion
ly one aircraft took
f. And it wasn't one
the QRA aircraft.
Then there was the
anner of the take-off.
1e pilot had raced out
mm the 5 Squadron
ew room, adjacent to
e apron, and had
mbed aboard while a
ghtning was in the
‘ocess of being
fuelled.

He angrily waved
ray ground staff who
ked him to sign the
'm required before
y military aircraft
wves the ground and
lered the refuelling
es to be disengaged:
t was no ordinary
ot strapped into the
ckpit of the Mach 2

ditched in the sea off
Flamborough Head.
The ditching was wit-
nessed by the crew of a
Shackleton reconnai-
sance aircraft. Flares
wereé spotted by the
Grimsby trawler, Ross
Kestrel. But no trace of
Capt Schafner was ever
found. .
More than a month
later the wreckage of
the aircraft was found
on the sea bed by
Royal Navy divers.
Despite earlier reports

to the contrary, the

cockpit was empty and
the canopy closed.
Capt Schafner had van-
ished — completely
and utterly.

Eventually the air-
craft was recovered
and taken, unusually,
to RAF Binbrook.
There it was kept
under wraps
corner of a hangar.

When a team from
the MoD’s Crash Inves-
tigation Branch arrived
from Farnborough they
were nermifted tn

in the,

promising to help, but

‘then became very ret-

icent.

Similar inquiries to
the United States
embassy and to the US
Air Force at Alconbur;
proved also to be dead-
ends. Calls were not
retfurned. Contacts
were unavailable.

At that stage 1 en-
listed the aid of Bob
Bryant, then North-
cliffe Newspapers’ avi-
ation correspondent
and a man with close
links with both the
RAF and the USAF.

Bob was to spend
weeks checking out a
story he found more
intriguing by the hour.
He paid numerous vis-
its to the Ministry of
Defence and spent

- hours on the telephone

to contacts in the
United States. But
everywhere he heard
the ominous sound of
doors being slammed.

Intrigued
He finallv admitted
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examine the remains of
XS894. He was so puz-
zled by. what he saw
and the treatment the
investigation team
received that he was
determined to get to
the bottom of the
nﬁystery once and for
all.

He had started his
inquiries two years
earlier and, by a
strange coincidence,
was in Cleethorpes fol-
lowing up lines of in-
quiry in and around
Binbrook when the

story appeared-in the
Evening Telegraph.

Transecript

Now, four years on,
he believes he has
peeled back a little bit
more of the mystery
surrounding XS894
and the disappearance
of Capt Shafner.

The Evening Tele-
graph has a copy of his
account of. what he
believes happened that
night. Some of it has
come from his dogged
investigations; some

T T RATe ST IVEOUT, Licar

with a sccond
Greonland
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from official docu-’

- ments he has obtained;

and some, most tell-
ingly, from what he
maintains is a tran-
script of the final con-
versations between
Capt Schafner, a radar
controller at Staxton
Wold, near Scar-
borough, and the crew
of the Shackleton
which witnessed the
crash.

This is the story we .

are going to tell over
the next few nights.
The information in it is

quite remarkable. Our
source has to remain
anonymous and we
cannot corroborate all
the information in his
report. What informa-
tion we can is certainly
in line with the results
of my own inquiries
four years ago.

All we ask you to do
is to read our stories
carefully — and make
up your own mind.

® TOMORROW: The

final take off of XS894.

2




ly of the pilot was never recovered.

our' years ago the puzzle turnéd into a
stery. when it was disclosed that when the
sckag’ ~ aircraft was lifted from the sea bed
Flam »rugh the cockpit was found to be

nly closed — and completely empty.
he mystery deepened followingppi;blicaﬁon

the loss of Lightning XS894 one of the str.
aviation stonges of all time. angest
The information has been sent to us by a man
who was involved in the initial investigation of
the loss of the aircraft in 1970 and was so
disturbed by what he found that he has devoted
the last five years to a detailed investigation

into the last hours of XS894.

assured is a transcript of the fir
XS894 and _its pilot.pWe have n
authenticating the information, Wi
readers to make their own judge:
validity of the story we ~= about t

The Riddle of Foxtrot starts in
Telegraph tomorrow and runs for

Don’t miss it!

on the night of

ieptember 8, 1970, a single Lightning jet fig_hter took off

rom RAF Binbrook.
-Ground crew on the fl

ight line were accustomed to

ightnings being scrambled in a hurry at any. time of night

r day.

Binbrook, after all, was a frontline fighter station

nd its aircraft shared QRA (Quick Reaction Alert) duty’

vith other East Coast airfields to provide cover should any

inidentified aircraft appear on the radar screens. -

.B'ut there was -

omething dif-
erent about this
cramble.

For a start, it was
ormal for QRA air-
raft to take off in
airs. Two aircraft were
ept at a state of
astant readiness at all
imes, ready for just
uch an emergency.
3ut on this occasion
nly one aircraft took
ff. And it wasn't one
f the QRA aircraft.
Then there was the
nanner of the take-off.
‘he pilot had raced out
rom the 5 Squadron
Tew room, adjacent to
he apron, and had
limbed aboard while a
Jdghtning was in the
)rocess of being
efuelled. .
He angrily waved
tway ground staff who
isked him to sign the
orm required before
\ny military aircraft
eaves the ground and
srdered the refuelling
ines to be disengaged-
It was no ordinary
>ilot strapped into the
rockpit of the Mach 2
nterceptor. It was Cap-
ain William Schafner,
f the United States
Air Force, who was on
1s second tour as an
:xchange pilot with the
RAF.

Disappeared

Schafner was a vastly
axperienced jet fighter
pilot with combat time
behind him in Viet-
nam. He had been at
Binbrook for some

time and his wife was

living on the base with
him.

No pre-flight checks
were made and, as
bemused ground crew
looked on, the Light-
ning taxied out to the
end of the runway,
turned and
immediately took off,
using reheat to gain
speed and height as
quickly as possible.

The aircraft, XS89, a
Lightning F6 of §
Squadron, the call-sign
of which that night was
Foxtrot 94, turned over
the North Sea — and
disappeared into what
is fast becoming one of
the great aviation puz-
zles of recent times.

Early the following
morning XS894

- By PAT

OTTER

ditched in the sea off
Flamborough Head.
The ditching was wit-
nessed by the crew of a
Shackleton reconnai-
sance aircraft. Flares
were spotted by the
Grimsby trawler, Ross
Kestrel. But no trace of
Capt Schafner was ever
found. .

More than a month
later the wreckage of
the aircraft was found
on the sea bed by
Royal Navy divers.
Despite earlier reports
to the contrary, the.
cockpit was empty and
the canopy closed.
Capt Schafner had van-
ished completely
and utterly.

Eventually the air-
craft was recovered
and taken, unusually,
to RAF Binbrook.
There it was kept
under wraps in the
corner of a hangar.

When a team from
the MoD’s Crash Inves-
tigation Branch arrived
from Farnborough they
were permitted to
spend only a very brief
time examining the
wreckage of XS894.
What they did discover
disturbed them. And
what happened later
disturbed them even
more.

Reticent

I first came across
the mysterious story of
XS894 six years ago.
An outline of the story
was related to me by
Barry Halpenny, an
aviation enthusiast and
author who lived at the
time in Market Rasen
and who was research-
ing for a book on avia-
tion mysteries.

He suggested that I
should dig out the cut-
tings on the crash and
look further into it.
There was -more to the
story of XS894 than
met the eye, he told

me.

I anticipated difficul-
ties in investigating a
16-year-old ditching
incident in the North
Sea, but not on the
scale I was to encoun-
ter over the next few
weeks.

Normally helpful
press contacts at the
Ministry of Defence

“~

responded initially by

promising to help, but
‘then became very ret-
icent.

Similar inquiries to
the United States
embassy and to the US
Air Force at Alconbury
proved also to be dead-
ends. Calls were not
returned. Contacts
were unavailable.

At that stage I en-
listed the aid of Bob
Bryant, then North-
cliffe Newspapers’ avi-
ation correspondent
and a man with close
links with both the
RAF and the USAF.

Bob was to spend
weeks checking out a
story he found more
intriguing by the hour.
He paid numerous vis-
its to the Ministry of
Defence and spent
hours on the telephone
to contacts in the
United States. But
everywhere he heard
the ominous sound of
doors being slammed.

Intrigued

He finally admitted
defeat. But Bob was
absolutely certain there
was an official blanket
of secrecy over the
events surrounding the
crash of that Lightning
in the North Sea all
those years ago.

Barry Halpenny
finally published an
abridged version of the
story in a book which
appeared in Septem-
ber, 1988. At the same
time the Evening Tele-
graph carried my story
of the mystery of
XS894.

Subsequently we
were contacted by two
former airmen who had
both been at Binbrook
at the time and added
further fuel to the
mystery be recalling
their memories of that
night. .

It was a story which
puzzled and intrigued
thousands of Evening
Telegraph readers. But,
perhaps most interest-
ingly of all, it was a
story which grabbed
the attention of a man
spending 10 days in a
Cleethorpes guest
house.

Sixteen years earlier
he had been one of the
crash investigators who
went to Binbrook to

examine the remains of
XS894. He was so puz-
zled by. what he saw
and the treatment the
investigation team
received that he was
determined to get to
the bottom of the
nlulystery once and for
all.

He had started his
inquiries two years
earlier and, by a
strange coincidence,
was in Cleethorpes fol-
lowing up lines of in-
uiry in and around
inbrook when the

e

story appeared-in the

from ¢
Evening Telegraph. ments b
. and so:
Transcript ingly, 1
Now, four years on, maintan
he believes he has script o
peeled back a little bit versati
more of the mystery Capt Sc
surrounding XS894 controll
and the disappearance Wold,
of Capt Shafner. borougt
The Evening Tele- atiﬁct}i“
graph has a copy of his ash
account of what he cr _'
believes happened that This
night. Some of it "has are goi
come from his dogged the ne
investigations;

some

The infi
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! ; dlng light on
itning mystery
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THIS is Foxtrot 94, the E

ning at the centre of a ma’

tshe day it was fished ou
ea,

It is pictured slung fror
thg recoverg vessel ?(inle:
Bridlington Bay, after it hs
to the surface some two |
crashed on September 8, *

What is remarkable is tt
the aircraft, It is almost cc
although it does seem t
damaged. This could h:
when the aircraft hit the se
recovery.

The cockpit, which wa
empty, is not visible but i
that the air brakes on th:
extended, indicating the p
as slowly as possible whe!
hit the sea.

Information passed to
Telegraph by a man investi
of the aircraft suggests
pilot was ordered to ditch
after intercepting a strang
the North Sea.

But two former Lightnit
said they believed Foxtrot
during a low-level low-s
involving a Shackleton air

What is not disputed is
has ever been found of th:

XS894 has not yet giv
secrets.

‘The pilot ' had raced out
from the 5 Squadron
crew room, adjacent to
the apron, and had
climbed aboard while a
Lightning was in the
process of being
refuelled. -

He angrily waved

away ground staff who
asked him to sign the
form required before
any military aircraft
leaves the ground and
ordered the refuelling
lines to be disengaged.

It was no ordinary
pilot strapped into the
cockpit of the Mach 2
interceptor. It was Cap-
tain William Schafner,
of the United States
Air Force, who was on
his second tour as an
exchange pilot with the
RAF.

‘Disappeared

" Schafner was a vastly
experienced jet fighter
pilot with combat time
behind him in Viet-
nam. He had been at
Binbrook for some

time and his wife was |

living on the base with

im.

No pre-flight checks
were made and, as
bemused ground crew
looked on, the Light-
ning taxied out to the
end of the runway,
turned ,and
immediately took off,

Despite éarlier reports
to the contrary, the
cockpit was empty and

*the canopy closed.

Capt Schafner had van-
ished — completely
and utterly.

Eventually the air-
craft was recovered
and taken, unusually,
to RAF Binbrook.

‘There it was kept

under wraps in the,
corner of a hangar.

When a team from
the MoD'’s Crash Inves-
tigation Branch arrived
from Farnborough they
were permitted to
spend only a very brief
time examining the
wreckage of. XS894.
What they did discover
disturbed them. And
what happened later
disturbed them even
more. .
Reticent

1 first came across
the mysterious story of
XS894 six years ago.
An outline of the story
was related to me by
Barry Halpenny, an
aviation enthusiast and
author who lived at the
time in Market Rasen
and who was research-
ing for a book on avia-
tion mysteries.

He suggested that I
should dig out the cut-
tings on the crash and
look further into it.

and a man wiin ciose
links with both the
RAF and the USAF.
Bob was to spend
weeks checking out a
story he found more
intriguing by the hour.

. He paid numerous vis-

its to the Ministry of
Defence and spent

. haurs on the telephone

to contacts in the
United States. But
everywhere he heard
the ominous sound of
doors being slammed.

Intrigued

He finally admitted
defeat. But Bob was
absolutely certain there
was an official blanket
of secrecy over the
events surrounding the
crash of that Lightning
in the North Sea all
those years ago.

Barry .
finally  published an
abridged version of the
story In a book which
appeared in Septem-
ber, 1988. At the same
time the Evening Tele-
graph carried my story
of the mystery of
XS894.

Subsequently we
were contacted by two
former airmen who had
both been at Binbrook,
at the time and added

further fuel to the -

mystery be recalling
their memories of that

—rals

Halpehny™|-

and the treatment tne
investigation team
received that he was ht
determined to get to Pt
the bottom of the m
mystery once and for St
all. ar
He had started his ©
inquiries two years
earlier and, by a g
strange coincidence, a¢
was in Cleethorpes fol- b
“lowing up lines of in- n
quiry in and -around ¢«

Binbrook when the ir
- 1

i TS C Y II Oy it Gl v I
v with a second BM
Greenland. . :
~The information they

. lecting was relayed to 1 '
American”Air Defence
- at_Cheyenne Mountain
Detection and -Tract
- tre at Colorado Springs.

| . In the meantime, the
mouse game- over the N
} between the -Lightni
Phantoms and the mys
tact was still going on.
'21.05 after the fighters h
yet another abortive at
-get close, the contact van
- the radar screens. ’
The Lightnings were o
return to Leuchars w
Phantoms were instru
carry out a Combat Air
the east of Iceland.

!
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nscrambling the riddle of Foxtrot 94

what did happen over the North Sea on
tht of S_eptelpber_ 8, 1970, the night the
f a Lightning jet fighter from RAF
ok Jmysteriously disappeared?

e time it appeared to be almost a routine
t — an aircraft ditching after something
Né wrong on a night exercise. But the
the pilot was never recovered.

years ago the puzzle turnéd into a
' when it was disclosed that when the
7e of aircraft was lifted from the sea bed
nborough the cockpit was found to be
losed — and completely empty.

‘i‘sday, October 8, 1992 9

of the story when the Evening Telegraph was
contacted by former airmen who had been
serving at Binbrook at the time and who
recalled the strange circumstances leading to
the final take-off of that particularly aircraft.

Now new information has been passed to the
Evening Tel(;grapp which, if it is correct, makes
the loss of Lightning XS894 one of the strangest
aviation stories of all time,

The information has been sent to us by a man
who was involved in the initial investigation of
the loss of the aircraft in 1970 and was so

Four years ago, when the Evening Telegraph
conducted its own mv_estilgation into the loss of
the aircraft and its” pilot, Captain William
Schafer, an experienced American on an
exchange tour with the RAF, we found all
official doors firmly closed.

Now we have been handed what we are
assured is a_transcript of the final hours of
XS894 and its pilot. We have no means of
authenticating the information. We are asking
readers to make their own judgement on the
validity of the story we are about to tell. ’

1ystery deepened following publication

PRECISELY six m

disturbed by what he found that he has devoted
the last five years to a detailed investigation

into the last hours of XS894.

inutes past 10 on the night of

ember 8, 1970, a single Lightning jet fighter took off

. RAF Binbrook.

ound crew on the flight line were accustomed to
tnings being scrambled in a hurry at any time of night
ay. Binbrook, after all, was a frontline fighter station
its aircraft shared QRA (Quick Reaction Alert) duty
other East Coast airfields to provide cover should any
entified aircraft appear on the radar screens.

t there was

ething dif-
t about this
nble.

a start, it was
d for QRA air-
to take off in
Two aircraft were
at a state of
t readiness at all

ready for just
an emergency.
m this occasion
»ne aircraft took
nd it wasn’t one
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n there was the
or of the take-off.
ilot had raced out
the 5 Squadron
‘oom, adjacent to
wpron, and had
2d aboard while a
1ung was in the
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angrily waved
ground staff who
him to sign the
required before
military aircraft
the ground and
d the refuelling
o be disengaged.
vas no ordinary
strapped into thg
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By PAT

OTTER

ditched in the sea off
Flamborough Head.
The ditching was wit-
nessed by the crew of a
Shackleton reconnai-
sance aircraft. Flares
were spotted by the
Grimsby trawler, Ross
Kestrel. But no trace of
Capt Schafner was ever
found.

More than a month
later the wreckage of
the aircraft was found
on the sea bed by
Royal Navy divers.
Despite earlier reports
to the contrary, the.
cockpit was empty and
the canopy closed.
Capt Schafner had van-
ished — completely
and utterly.

Eventually the air-
craft was recovered
and taken, unusually,
to RAF Binbrook.
There it was kept
under wraps in tlge‘
corner of a hangar.

When a team from
the MoD's Crash Inves-
tigation Branch arrived
from Farnborough they

promising to help, but
then became -very ret-
icent.

Similar inquiries to
the Unite States
embassy and to the US
Air Force at Alconbur;
proved also to be dead-
ends. Calls were not
returned. Contacts
were unavailable.

At that stage 1 en-
listed the aid of Bob
Bryant, then North-
cliffe Newspapers' avi-
ation correspondent
and a man with close
links with both the
RAF and the USAF.

Bob was to spend
weeks checking out a
story he found more
intriguing by the hour.
He paid numerous vis-
its to the Ministry of
Defence and spent
hours on the telephone
to contacts in the
United States. But
everywhere he heard
the ominous sound of
doors being slammed.

Intrigue

£ _N_. 3. _caa_ 1

The Riddle of Foxtrot 94 starts in the Evening
Telegraph tomorrow and runs for five nights,

Don’t miss it!

examine the remains of
XS894. He was so puz-
zled by. what he saw
and the treatment the
investigation team
received that he was
determined to get to
the bottom of the
nlllystery once and for
all.

He had started his
inquiries two years
earlier and, by a
strange coincidence,
was in Cleethorpes fol-
lowing up lines of in-
quiry in and around
. Binbrook when the

story appeared-in the
Evening Telegraph.

Transcript

Now, four years on,
he believes he has
peeled back a little bit
more of the mystery
surrounding XS5894
and the disappearance
of Capt Shafner. -

The Evening Tele-
graph has a copy of his

account of what he.

believes happened that
night. Some of it has
come from his dogged
investigations; some

e x TOTT) —srC il
r‘; with a second
A

Craonlasn

WOy, along™

BMEWS in

ments he has obtained;
and some, most tell-
ingly, from what he
maintains is a tran-
script of the final con-
versations between
Capt Schafner, a radar
controller at Staxton
Wold, near Scar-
borough, and the crew
of the Shackleton
which witnessed the

" crash.

This is the story we
are going to tell over
the next few nights.
The information in it is

from official docu-’

quite remarkable. Our
source has to remain
anonymous and we
cannot corroborate all
the information in his
report. What informa-
tion we can is certainly
in line with the results
of my own inquiries
four years ago.

All we ask you to do
is to read our stories
carefully — and make
up your own mind.

® TOMORROW: The
final take off of XS894.

YT,



HE chain of events
which led to the
crash of Lightning
XS894 from 5
Squadron at RAF Bin-
brook and the disappear-
ance of its pilot began at
8.17 on the night of Sep-
tember 8, 1970, in an
isolated building on the
Shetland Islands.

Saxa Vord was one of the chain
of radar stations whose task it
was to spot unidentified aircraft
approaching the North Sea or the
sensitive “Iceland gap”.

Remember, this was 1970 when
the Cold War was at its height
and Russian long-range aircraft
made regular sortfes into the
North Atlantic and along the
British coast to test the reaction
of Nato fighters.

On this particular night, a radar
operator at Saxa Vord picked up
the blip of an unidentified aircraft
over the North Sea halfway
between the Shetlands and Ale-
sund, in Norway.

The contact was monitored for
several minutes at a steady speed
of 630mph, at 37,000ft, holding
altitude and on a south-westerly
heading. Then Saxa Vord noted
the contact was turning through
30 degrees to head due south. It
increased speed to 900mph (mach
1.25) and climbed to 44,000ft.

Following laid-down proce-
dures, radar controllers at Saxa
Vord flashed a scramble message
to the Quick Reaction Alert
Flight at the nearest Nato airfield,
RAF Leuchars on the east coast
of Scotland, not far from Dundee.

There two Lightning intercep-
tors, which had been ready on the
flight line for iust such an alert,

¥: October 9, 1992
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TONIGHT we start our detailed look at the events
leading up .to the ditching in the North Sea of
Lightning Foxtrot 94, a single-seat fighter from 5
Squadron at Binbrook whose final flight is at the
centre of one of the most puzzling aviation stories
since the war. Just what was it that its pilot, American
William Schafner, was sent to intercept out over the
North Sea 22 years ago and why was he eventually
ordered to ditch his aircraft off Flamborough Head
rather than return to North Lincolnshire? Now new
information has been passed to the Evening Tele-
gr?ph. PAT OTTER reports on a story you may not
believe...

XS894 pictured at Binbrook in 1967. it was the first F6 Lightning
delivered to 5 Squadron.

The contact they had been by now beginning lo causc some

tracking at speeds and altitudes
consistent with modern Russian
warplanes turned through 180
degrees on a due north heading
and within scconds disatlgpearcd
off their screens. Later they cal-

culated that to do this its speed

must have been in the region of

. 17,400mph.

With the contact now gone, the
Lightnings were vectored south
to rendezvous with the tanker
and remained airborne on Com-

alarm to Nato commanders, they

- found they were just as impotent

as the Lightnings.

The alert had reached such a
level that the contact was being
monitored by the-Ballistic Missile
Early Warning System at Fyling-
dales Moor, near Whitby, along
with a second BMEWS in
Greenland.

The information they were col-
leeting was relayed to the North

BINBROOK
COLTISHALL

d-mouse with a
7,400mph radar blip

e e 1
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mysterious intruder

NATO forces were being brought up to full alert by a myste
object picked up on radar over the North Sea. At first it
appeared to be yet another Russian aircraft out to test the
reflexes of Allied air forces. But then the object began
behaving in a way which baffled radar controllers. Nuclear
bombers in the United States were ordered into the air while
the Pentagon decided that its man on the spot, a experi-
- enced Vietnam veteran then on an exchange visit to the RAF
at Binbrook, should take a look. PAT OTTER continues the

story of the last flight of Foxtrot 94.

, APTAIN William Schafer was sit-
‘ ting in the crew room of 5 Squad-
ron when the call came from High

Wycombe.

The room overlooked the apron where a line of
silver Lightnings stood, illuminated by the high-
intensity sodium lighting. The crew room itself
was sparsely furnished, with ageing chairs which
had seen better days, a bar which dispensed
nothing stronger than black Nescafe and walls
adorned with plaques and photographs donated
by visiting RAF and overseas air force units.

Schafer was still in his flying suit, after
returning earlier that evening from a training
sortie in one of the squadron’s aircraft. He is
remembered by those at Binbrook as a small,
powerfully-built man who loved to fly the single-
seat Lightnings, so different from the new genera-
tion of sophisticated aircraft then starting to come
into service in the USAF.

When the call came, Schafer was helped into the
remainder of his flying gear by other 5 Squadron
aircrew, went out through the door, turned right
and raced across the apron. .

Two Lightnings in the line-up were virtually
ready for flight. One, XS894, was in the process of
having its fuel tanks topped up and was already
connected to a power starter.

Schafer climbed the steep ladder, hauled him-
self into the cockpit, strapped in and started the
engines. He waved aside the ground crew, who

v re expected to help carry out the standard pre-
o, mnnlre ardarad the refueling ta stoo and

{uzses off and got out of the way,” he was to say
ater. '

Mr Mann remembered Schafer disregarding the
ground marshaler, who was the eges and ears of
the pilot on the ground, as he swung the
Lightning round. “His actions were unorthodox to
say the least,” he said.

At 22.06 XS894 blasted off from Binbrook’s
main runway into the night sky. Those on the
ground saw it disappear with a sheet of flame
from its twin tail pipes as Schafer used reheat. It
turned over the Wolds and the last they saw was
its navigation lights heading out towards the
North Sea.

By now the mystery contact which had led to

" five Lightnings, two Phantoms, three tankers and

a Shackleton being scrambled over the North Sea
was being tracked by radar controllers at Staxton
Wold, which stands on high ground overlooking
Scarborough. -

The contact was flying parallel to the east coast
90 miles east of Whitby at 530mph at 6,100ft — an
ideal course for an interception by a Binbrook
Lightning. :

What follows next is drawn from what we have

been told is the official transcript of the conversa- .

tion which took place between Schafer and the
radar station at Staxton Wold. .
Schafer:' I have visual contact, repeat visual

~.contact. Over.

Staxton: Can you identify aircraft type?

Schafer: Negative, nothing recognisable, no
clear outlines. There is . .. bluish light. Hell, that’s
bright .-.very bright; i

- P At NAQ

® THE LIGHTNING

@ BRIAN MANN




Mystery as pilot
‘cannot be found

UST as the
controller at
Staxton:

Wold lost contact
with Captain

Schafer, - a radar .
operator, who had -

been tracking the
Lightning and the

mystery object it

had intercepted,
watched in dis-
belief. S

The two blips on the

screen, representing
. the fighter and its
quarry, slowly merged
.into one, decelerated

. rasig}y from ' over .
500mph until- they-
bécanie “statiohary :
,6,000ft above the North-- -

Sea 140 miles out off
Alnwick., .
. What exactly hap-
.pened inside the
ground control centre

at Staxton'is open to .
But' our .

conjecture.
_information is that one

- suggestion was that the’

two Lightnings then on
Combat Air Patrol off
the Scottish coast
should be sent south
immediately but it was
‘over-ruled” by the

senior fighter control--

ler, who continued to
try to re-establish con-
tact with Captain
Schafer in Foxtrot 94.

, Two and a half
pni_nutes aft(:l;‘ the su:Fle

ro

-{ tour with the RAF, reported seeing something not contained
in any of the official aircraft recognition manuals. It was

RADAR controllers
at Staxton Wold,
just south of Scar-
borough, had
guided the Light- .
ning jet fighter-
from Binbrook to :
the mystery con- - T -
tact which had . e ‘ _
been eluding its Nato trackers for aimost four hours. The
pilot, Captain Willlam Schafer, a USAF pilot on an exchange

conical in shape and incredibly bright with what Schafer
descri as something like' a “soccer ball” in its wake.| -
Then Schafer’s radio went silent. PAT OTTER continues the |-

story of the riddle of Foxtrot 94.

with & hesvy marker tu,
ahd Ly ing 0.
Bed wegler Ih Prnenk b
have 02 s slogp

How the loss was repono& in
the Evening Telegraph and
Scarborough Evening News.

elapsed as Schafer was
left to circle the Flam-

borough area along

with the Shackleton.
In the meantime,

- Strike Command HQ at

High Wycombe had

" instructed Staxton”
request

Wold to
Schafer ditch his Light-
ning off Flamborough.

Although he had

plenty of fuel to reach

either nearby Lecon- .

field or his home base

_ of Binbrook, it appears’

the  reason for- High
Wycombe’s . decision

"was a fear ‘that the
Lightning had - some- -
. how become contami-,
“‘nated during its ~

mystery interception

* . “over the North Sea:;-:

“wrt :may well be 'th‘at-

.~ the -fear was that

the aircraft has suf:

" fered radiation’ con:-
~ tamination  although

some "weeks later,

- when the wreckage
"was examined at Bin-

brook, no trace of con-
tamination by anything
other than salt water
was found.

Staxton: Foxtrot 94.

. Can you ditch aircraft?
~ Over, -

Schafer: She’s handl-

. .ing fine. I ¢an bring her -

in. Over.

Staxton: Negative, 94.
1 repeat, can you ditch
aircraft? Over.

LR L VORI 4 X
Schafer: Yeah ..."T " tive, GCI. Going ;opnd"‘f‘"ﬁ'é"’l’éfé?r‘@h‘mm e

' ag_ajp; ‘Over.

guess.

Cravtan: ClanAdhe Q4
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“

going round again, -
Another two minutes

‘elgpsed. X .
Shagkleton: GCI~

Over. - -

. Staxton:. Receiving

you, 77. Over. :

Shackleton: This is .
odd, GCI. She’s sinking
- fast but ... the cano--
py's closed up again. -

Over. . - . .
Staxton: Can you con-

. firm pilot clear of air-

craft? Qver.

Shackleton: He's not .

in it, we can confirm
that. He must be in the
water somewhere, -
Staxton: Any distress
signals or flares yet?
Over.
hackleton: . Nega-

» v.oa

‘Shackleton: - No -
_SAthlzREﬁyet.: No- %Iaxfgs. .
eitner, 1ang on. Were. el into the next day .
but there were no .
. transmissions from' the
beacons- carried by the -
.-pilot and on board the

"as the weather began to
. deteriorate. :
* " The search continued

aircraft and the official

reports say no distress °
- flares were seen.

. However, the follow-
ing day the Evenin
Telegraph reporte
flares had

and the -Grimsb
trawler Ross Kestrel,
which was passing
through the Flambor-
ough area, had gone to
investigate but, even
though more flares
were seen, she found
nothing. .

reported  th

......

been seen .
", about 10 miles offshore
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THE loss of the Binbrook Lightning
and its American pilot had simply
been reported as just another air
crash by newspapers along the

ters were used to handling stories
like this, which occurred with some
regularity. The ditching of XS894

provided front-page stories for the

Scarborough Evening News on Sep-
tember 9, 1970. But they only told
part of the story. PAT OTTER con-

-_‘2‘;4;,; -

north-east coast of England. Repor-

Grimsby Evening Telegraph and the

cludes our investigation into the
Riddle of Foxtrot 94. '

HEN the wreckage of
XS894 was finally
lifted from the sea bed
some five miles off
Flamborough Head, it was taken
in some secrecy straight to RAF
Binbrook.

Air crashes in the North Sea in those
| days were relatively common and much

of the wreckage found its way into
. Grimsby where often Evening Telegraph
He photographers were on hand to record

the event. But not with XS894.

It was also common practice for
wrecked aircraft to be taken to the
MoD’s Crash Investigation Branch at
Farnborough where detailed examina-
tions were carried out in an attempt to
: '§\ find the cause of accidents. But this
didn’t happen “ﬂth X5984.

tha aireraft

the North Sea.
The ejector seat also seemed to be

‘wrong’ and there was a suspicion later

among the investigators that it was not
the one fitted to the aircraft when XS894
took off from Binbrook on its final flight.
They were even given an assurance by
the OC of 5 Squadron that the seat had
not been tampered with. But some of the
investigators were not convinced.

Interestingly, an Evening Telegraph’

reader, who was serving at Binbrook at
the time, told us in 1988 that he recalled
seeing an official report on the crash
which suggested that the seat was faulty
and this was why Captain Schafer failed
to eject.

Brian McConnell, a former sergeant at
Binbrook, said the cartridge on the seat
had failed to fire because of faultiv‘
installation. However, this is very muc
at odds with the eye-witness account of
tho Shackleton crew who saw the canopy

And that's where the trail of the
mystery of XS894 goes cold. Well,
almost. .

There is just one further item of
information available.

On the night of September 8, 1970, a’
couple and their daughter were walking
their doi along the coastal path at
Alnmouth Bay, No::thumberland —
almost opposite the point over the North
Sea where Schafer made his interception
— when they saw and heard something
strange. .

“We had been walking for maybe 10
minutes when we heard a very high:

itched humming noise,” they later said
in a statement to MoD personnel. “The
doﬁ kept cocking her head to one side
and growling. It seemed impossible to
tell from which direction the noise was
coming, it seemed everywhere. It lasted
for maybe 10 to 15 seconds.

“About five minutes later the eastern
. R LAl -~ Tilem rhaot lichting. anly

INVESTIGATORS’
JOB CURTAILED
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_were subJect to no more secrecy
than any other accident. The usual
procedure was to publish initial
and subsequent findings as the
Board progresses.
The wreckage of XS894 was dis-
played ox;::nly at Binbrook and
photogra ed without restriction
once the investigation was com-
% plete. The result of the Inquiry was
ublished routinely in RAF Flight
afety magazine and leaflets and
i all - the  events surrounding the
* crash could be explained logically.
"This includes the cockpit being
shut when the aircraft was recov-
ered, which is easily explained by
the loss of hydraulic pressure.
This accident was an unfortunate
error or Judfement which cost an
American pilot his life — not some
stranger than fiction tale,
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the recovery vessei Kinless, probably in
Bridlington Bay, after it had been hauled
to the surface some two months after it
crashed on September 8, 1970.

What is remarkable is the condition of
the aircraft. 1t is almost completely intact
although it does seem the fuselage is
damaged. This could have happened
when the aircraft hit the sea or during the
recovery.

The cockpit, which was closed and
empty, is not visible but it is noticeable
that the air brakes on the fuselage are
extended, indicating the pilot was flying
as slowly as possible when the Lightning
hit the sea.

Information passed to the Evening

. Telegraph by a man investigating the loss

of the aircraft suggests the American
pilot was ordered to ditch the Lightning
r. Bt object over

~ pilots have
hit the sea
d . exercise
ek -is:that no trace
d of the pilot. -
t yet given up all its
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Director of .)' _‘

Investigations

28. 11. 92.

Dear -E

Thank you for taking the time to let me know your findings regarding
the unfortunate incident when the R.A.F., Lightning was lost in 1970. I
have extended my area of enquiry into the United States in the hope of
getting some feedback from my ex military friends.

I enclose the latest copy of our journal and news clippings regarding
the Bonnybridge incidents. I have been promised more and will send
them to you when I receive them.

Thank you again for your help.

Yours Sincerely,

-~

QUEST INTERNATIONAL Published by Quest Publications Ltd.
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UFO PROBE

STEPS UP

SCIENTISTS from across Britain are set to hit /%
Bonnybridge in a bid to investigate the UFQ sightings

made in the area.

And the national media has been in the village as is
news of the phenomenon spreads. More and more |3
sightings of UFOs are belng reported ——
claim to have seen lights and other objects In the sky. /33
Now UFO experts have pledged to look further into W
the reports and will visit the area, (See page 19) ]

local people |3

tockists
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UFO probe

AN investigation is

underway

into

sightings of
unidentified flying

objects in Falkirk
District.
Environmental Health

boss Malcolm Macdonald
confirmed this week that
his department had received
an inquiry regarding an
UFO sighting in the
Bonnybridge area.

And Councillor Billy
Buchanan has revealed that

he was approached by a
“*visibly shaken’’ local
businessman claiming he
bad seen “‘a strange lighted
object in the sky’".

In a statement to the
Advertiser, Councillor
Buchanan said: ‘“This is not
the only sighting in this
arca and 1 take the matter
seriously. 1 contacted
Falkirk District Council’s
environment department to
check if there had been any
military manouevres in the
area.””

Councillor Buchanan
also zdded that he firmly
believed the businessman
~== who wished to remain
anonymous — and had
known him for many years,

“I could understand his
reluctance to speak to
anybody on this matter as
he quite rightly assumes he |
would be laughed at and!
ridiculed,”” said the
Bonnybridge councillor.

*‘If anyone else has seen
something please phone me
— I will take it seriously.”’

Environmental Health
boss Malcolm Macdonald
said the UFO inquiry would
be treated with the same
sincerity as any other
query. :
“it is not one of thel!
usual lines of complaint we
receive,”” he added.
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Local
support
or
UFO
claims

MORE people are
claiming to have
seen UFOs in the
Bonnybridge area.

Following Jast
week’s Advertiser
story on sightings of
unidentified flying
objects argund thle
village, more people
have reported seeing
strange lighted crafls
io the sky.

Now a team of
scientists are urging
anyone ‘who hag seen
anything to contact
th

em.

Malcolm Robinson
of the Psychic
Phenomena Unit said:
“We are taking this
whole thing very
seriously indeed. 1
would appeal to
anyone who has seen
any sort of object to
contact me on (0259)
724033.”

Local councillor
Billy Buchanan has
been inundated with
calls from people who
have had a *‘close
encounter’’,

“Now that it’s out
in the open,” said
Councillor Buchanan,
‘‘more people are
coming forward.
Before, they said
nothing for fear of
being laughed at’’.

Councillor
Buchanan has also
attacked national
newspaper reports at
the v?ee;l’:cnd which he
said ridiculed the
people who had come
forward to report the
sightings.

Television, radio
and national
newspaper reporters
have been in the area
to talk to some of the
peopie who have had

A NEW fu
Carronshore he
begun.

Derelict coun
Blackmill Crescent
being demolished -
new development
and new shops .
between Falkirk D
builders Morrison

New housing for
will go up on Carror
with a residential de
site in Main Street.

The shops and fla:
considered for r
investigations sh:
structural problems
option out and a -
proposal was workec

Local membe
Councilfor Stephen
delighted to see
removed at last &

sightings.
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From: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room -@‘

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Our reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
23 November 1992

When I wrote to you on 5 November, I said that I was trying to locate an
Unclassified Military Aircraft Accident Summary (MAAS) for the crash that
occurred on 8 September 1970, involving a Lightning F6 aircraft from RAF
Binbrook. I have found out that the procedure whereby a MAAS is issued for
every military aircraft crash was not set up in 1970, and there is therefore no
documentation on this accident that I can release.

I have nov tracked down the file relating to this crash, and a thorough read of
it has not turned up any information that might support any of the UFO stories
that are being told about the accident. The file is classified - as are all
such files on aircraft crashes - so I will not be able to.release any papers.
The facts of the accident are, as I indicated in my last letter, that the
aircraft flew into the sea while taking part in an exercise which involved the
interception of Shackleton aircraft. The facts simply do not match up with any
of the allegations made in any of the articles that you kindly sent me; there
was no high speed UFO, no order to ditch the aircraft, no contamination of the
wreckage, and nothing unusual about the handling of the Board of Inquiry.

On another matter, when we last spoke, you mentioned that you were investigating
a spate of sightings in Bonnybridge, and asked vhether we had received any
reports that might tie in with what was described. At the time we had not, and
I can confirm that this is still the case.

I hope this is helpful.

>/ﬂ,(/'f i §{nC£i ’(6{”
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LOOSE MINUTE
D/Sec(AS)12/6
16 Nov 92

DIS5c - Vg Cdr [0

CRASH OF LIGHTNING F6 XS894 - ALLEGED UF0 INCIDENT

1. We spoke last week about the stories that are currently circulating
concerning the crash of a Lightning F6 on 8 September 1970. Essentially, it is
alleged that this aircraft was ordered to ditch following an encounter with a
UFO.

2. I have attached copies of all the correspondence on this alleged
encounter, together with the newspaper articles that first carried the story.

I have tracked down the Aircraft Accident Report, and as you will see, there is
no indication that there was any UFO sighting at any time during the period
running up to the crash. The original file on the accident, which will contain
the full Board of Inquiry report, is being sent to us from Archives.

3. I would be grateful for any views you have on this matter. I will keep
you informed of developments.

SeciASiZa
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*From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room‘
9

€

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (DirectDialling)
(Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
12 November 1992

Your letter to Sqn Ld
department, as we are the focal point for all enquiries on UFOs and related
matters.

t RAF Kinloss has been passed to this

Following a number of recent approaches from researchers, who had heard stories
that a Lightning F6 aircraft crashed on 8 September 1970, during an encounter
with a UFO, I tracked down the Aircraft Accident Report (AAR) for this
particular crash. This document is classified Restricted, as is the case for
all AARs, and cannot therefore be released. From my reading of this document I
can tell you that the Lightning was taking part in a Tactical Evaluation ’
Exercise designed to practise the night shadowing and shepherding of low speed

targets. For the purpose of the exercise, the targets involved were Shackleton’

aircraft. The Lightning crashed into the sea while attempting to intercept one
of the Shackletons. There is no indication of any unidentified target having
been encountered, and no reason to suggest that there is any sort of UFO
incident in any way connected with this tragic crash.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your own research.

Yw i 9 ,‘V\cem// ,
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UNGLASSIEJED

KIN/Z20/1/6/2/7A4r Royal Rir Force
S Kinloss
Forres

Moray IV36 CRA

MODUK Air ~ SEC{AS)2 9 Nov 92
UFOs - LIGHINING INCIDENT - 8 SEP 70

Reference: Letter from_S Nov 92 {attached).

5 Further to our ceonversations about fthe renewed interest in
+the fatal accident inveliving & Lightning from RAF Binbreook on
8 Bep I have today Vecalved the attaeched letter from a

— rezearcher fand propably entire staff ofy
e Fhencmena Inv e:—:tigatierxs. Enclosed with —

l

- Sirang .

letter are § articles, dated between 9 gnd 13 Cct 92, from the
Evening Telegraph, whﬁch iz  apperenid 15 - i

and Scunthorpﬂ Newspapers Ltd,

he articlez are the

2. T ame reluctant to "add fuel to the fire” over this= issue,
25 +he newspaper articies are somewhat aena;tzc i ised, and
imply that the MOD has shrouded the whols sue in a security
mlanxet. Similarly. the earticles appars 7ny gquocte cfficial
rranscyipts” of conversaotion between the Lightning piiot and
+he radar controller at Staxton Wold

3. T think that the attached letter pernops warrants a reply
from you, ajthough I line will e

1 ls IJAeJy that any A
re further avidence of

interpreted by  the
“sinister doings"i

4. The newspaper articles are toc poor to fax: they will
follow in the ist class mail
Finally. I shall withheoid my reply to until I

[rom you about thig matter. Sorry to pess the buck, bul

one could he mesgy 1f handled ipcoyrrecily.

re ot m
o5
-y

[N
0

Sgn Ldr
for OC

UNCLASSIFIED

RESTRICTED



STRANGE PHENOMENA
'NVESTIGATIONS RESEARCHER

5th November 1992,

e - R

Fles=e find enelosed the articles regarding. the UFQ sighting and
subsequent loss of a2 XS894 Lightning aircraft (and missing pilot 7)

45 1 said on the phone, this czse is currently being researched,
not only in this country, but overseas as well, and I slall keep
you up to date on any importent breskthroughs. TFlease let me know
how you got on with your own enquiries, any help from yourself
would be greatly apprecisted,

Yours Sincerely,

Founder S.P.I.
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STRANGE PHENOMENA
\NVESTIGATIONS RESEARCHER

5th November 1992,

ves. - SR

Please find enclosed the articles regarding the UFO sighting and

subsequent loss of = XS894 Lightning aircraft (and missing pilot ?)
As I said on the phone, this case is currently being researched,
not only in this country, but overseas as well, and I shall keep

you up to date on any important breskthroughs., Please let me know

how you got on with your own enquiries, any help from yourself
would be grestly appreciated,

Yours Sincerely,

Founder S.P,I.
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HE chain of cvents
-¥ which led to the
* crash of Lightning
) X&5894 from o
Squadron_ at RAF Bin.
brook and the disappear-
"~ ance of its pilot began at
. 8.17 on the night of Sep-
_tember 8, 1970,
solated building. on  the
+ Shetland Islands,”

L Baxs Vord was oene of the chain
< of rader siations whose fasle it
wiag to spol unidentified airecaft
approaching the North Sea or the
S sensitive “iceland gap”.

Lot Remember, this was 1978 when
Yp1 ¢ the Cold War was ot its height
w4 oy and, Russian long-range airerall
T . i made ‘regulay ' sorties into the
1), . North > Atlantie” and _along the
* British coast to test the reaction
51 of Nate fighters.- .
% On this partieular night, a radar
b operator at Saxa Vord picked u
“the blip of an unideatified nireral

Y. i, between the Shetlands and Ale.
" sund, in Norway, ,
o %, The contacl was monltored for
3 goveral minutes at a steady spepd
i .of G3mph, at 37,0006, holding
" altitude and on o south-westerly
e hoading. Then Saxa Vord roted
. the contact was tuming through
£74Y, 30 degrees to head due south. It
increased speed to B00mph (mach
= 1.25) and climbed to 44,0000
Pollowing laid-dowa proce-
. dures, radur contrellers at Saxa
weet.2e Vord flashed o seramble message
eyt to! the Quick Reaction Alert
NG Flight at the neorest Nato airfield,
’\A . RAF Leuchars on the oast coast
M1, of Sceotland, not far from Dundee,
1 v v There two Lightning intercep-
*tors, which had boen ready on the
flight Line for just such an alort,
. were scrambled and  within
. minutes were alrborng and head-
1 ing out over the North Sea.
‘ fior checking the position of
2 i dhedr tanker, a Vielor K14, the
¥ - twe lighters were guided north
s by Vi

Saxa Vord. far it was o
i routine scramble for whal was
T Tthen assumed to
. Bear or Badger, the lungrange
regonnaisance aireraft used to

"y, Force, X
KX But it was thon that the radar
0 plolters on the Shetland Islands
‘S saw something on their screens
A= w);gch they found impossible to
ieve.

it over lhe North Sea halfway |

a Russian’

2 \ni. test the nerves of the Royal Air.
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TONIGHT we start 'our detai!e& look ét the events

feadin

up to the ditching in the Norih Sea of

Lightning Foxtrot 84, a single-seat fighter from §

Squadron at Binbrook whose final Hlight is at the

centre of one of the most puzz!in? aviation stories
¢

since the war. Just what was it that

s piol, American

.William Schalner, was sent to intercept out over the
North Sea 22 years ago and why was he eventually
ordered to ditch his aircraft off Flamborough Head
rather than return to North Lincolnshire? Now new
intormation has been passed to the Evening Tele-
graph, PAT OTTER reports on a story you may not

believe , ..

¥

X£894 pictured st Binbrook In 1587, It was the first F§ Lightning

delivered to § Squadron.

The condact they had heoen
tracking »l speeds and altituges
consistent with modern Russian
warplanes turned  through 189
degroes on a due north heading
and within seconds disappeared
off their screens, Later tgey ¢al-
culated thai to do this iis speed

must have been in the region of |

17.400mph.

With the contact now gone, the
Lighinings were vectored south
1o rendezveus wilh the tanker
and remained airborne on Com.
bat Air Patrol.

Puring the next hour the
maystery contact reappeared
severat limes, approaching from
the north. Each time the Light-
nings were sent north io inter-
cept, it turned and disappearod
again.

By now twoe F4 Phantoms of
the US Alr Force bad beea scram.
bled from ihe American base at
Keflavik in Iceland. They had
rauch more sophisticated rodar
than the British Lightnings and
were able Lo pick up the mystery
contact themselves,

But when thay, oo, tried to got
close enough te identily what was

by now beginning to cause some
alarm te Nalo commanders, they
found they were just as impotent
as ihe Lighinings,

The alert had reached such a
level that the contaet was being
monitored by the Ballistic Missile
Early Warning Sysiem ot Fyling-
dales Moor, noar Whitby, aleng
with a second BMEWS in
Greenland.

Tha information they were col.
tecting was relayed to the Nosth
Arpercan Alr Defence Command
2t Cheyenne Mountain snd the
US Detection and Tracking Cen-
tre ot Colorado Springs.

In the meantime, the cat-and-
meuse game over the North Sea
between the Lightaings and
Phantoms and the mysicry con-
tael was still going on, Then, at

 21.0% after the fighters had made

yel another abortive stiempt to

ol elose, the contact vanished off
the radar screens.

The Lightnings were ordered to
relurn to whars while the
Phantoms were instructed to
carry out a Combat Air Patrol {o
the past of Icelund.

i
i
X

ouse with a |

BINBROOK
COLTISHALL

Thes, at 21.38, radar controllers
icked up the contact again, This
me ils speed was declerating to
1.380mph — olmost the limil of
both the Lightnings and Phan.
toms ~ al 8 holding allitude of
18,0008 It was on a south-wost-
erly heading coming frem the
direction of the Skagerrak, off the
northern tip of Denmark,

Twe more Lighinings were
gerambled from Leuchars, snd
were ordered o rendezvous with
a Vietor tanker and then maintain
a CAP on a S50qoie east-wes

Y

Staxton Wold radar stalion near Scarborough — Schafer's nk on his last mission.

The radar stations and airbases put on alert by \e rt cn
that night,

Acts

¢
[
T

B

front, 200 miles northeast of |

. Abordeen, As a precaution, two, !

further Lighinings were erdered,
into the air from Coltishall in:
forfolk and, with another tanker, | i
to form a CAP 170 miles cast of 1’
Great Yarmouth, The contact was | !
somewhere between these two |
lines of suparsonic fighters, ! 1
While il this was going en,!
RAF stafl al Fylingdales, whichz,
was in conslant contact with,
NOHAD at Cheyenne Mountain, |
heatd, omincusly, that the Steate. .
ie Alr Command HQ at Omaba,
ehraska, wis ordering is B32y
bombers into the air. T
It was an order which could ')
only have come from the highest .
level. What had starled a3 a
routine sighting_of what was’
believed to be s Russian afreraft, ,
had now reached the White -
House and, presumably, Presi-;-
dent Richard Nixen. L
ORAD was told by i’
officials al the Pentagon |
that a USAF pilot of |
great  experionce  was |
presently on en exchange visit |
|
'
‘
|

with the RAF and was siationed
at Binbrook, the Nurth Lincoln- @
ghire fighter base a foew miles
from Grimsby. 0
. Bapid inquiries were made and |
it wag discovered the pilot wason ||
the station and was, by colnet.
denee, “Hight available”, P
At around 2145 2 requost was: [/
made from & very high level
within NORAD, through Strike,
Command’s UK headguarters ot
Itigh Wycombe, for 3in-
brook to send Capt Wiliam'
Schafer *if ot oll possible” 1o join
the QRA Lighinings looking for-.
the mystery eontact, t .
By ihis time four Lighlnings, ..
two Phantoms and three tankers
were slroady airborne and theg '
were J}gincd by a Shackleton Mk
from Kinloss, which was ordered
{o patrol on & north-south head-
ing al 3,000f1, 10 miles oul from
the east coast. :

e

Binbrook's QRA Lightpings: '

were being held in reserve, but it !

was decided 1o send out a singley L.

steeraft from the North Lincoln-

shire abrfickd «— fown by Capt
Schaler, The Americans wanfed | [
one of their own at the sharp end* .
when it come o cornering the
mystery contacd. )

® TOMORROW: Contact over the
North Sea. to,

fa

L



EYHHING TELEURAPL, Suturdsy/ Octoled 309082 1V8 1 ¢

‘; -

APTAIN

. was  sit-
ting in’ the crew
room of § Squad-
ron when the call
came from High
+ Wycombe,

¢ The roem over-
tlooked the apron
where a line of silver-

iy
3
¥
2

the single-seal Light-

sireraft then storting
e come Inlo service in
the USAP,

When the eall rame,
Schaler was henmd
;n'ln 'i}lw_ rematnder gsf
il ing gear by
other Lg, Squadron air-
crew, went oui
through the door
turned right and raced
nerpss the apron.

‘1t’s turning.

HATO forces were belng brought up to
{fuit alert by a mystery object picked up
on radar over the North Sea. At first it
appeared to be yel anether Augslan
alrcraft out to lest the reflexes of
Allied air forces. But then the object

‘Alarming’
greenhouse
gas levels

NITROGEN dioxide levels are {o be monitored in
Cirimsby. Four sifes will be surveyed as part of 3
18-venr pationyd sarvey of air levels of the gos,
Grimshy’s Public Health and Licensing Com-
mitice approved the reconunendation by lan
Boltan, Director of Envivommental Serviees.
Nitrogen dioxide, along with carbon dioxide
and carbon monexide, i3 ohe of the main

Sy nings, so  different greenhouse gases,
% Wllhqm from the new genera; The resulls will offer a judgement on several
Schafer tion of sophisticaled government anti-pollution pelicies.

These have inchuded the introduction of cata-
lysis on motor wchicles, and low winmission
burners en industrial planis which are the main
sources of aitrogen dioxide emissions,

The cost of monitoring will be hetween L5040
and £600. A simple device to monitor emissions
will be installed al each sile. The tube will be
replaced each month and taken for testing.

The need for long-term testing becamme apparent
alfler a 1991 survey showed thal pitrogen dioxide
concentrations were sboul 35 per cent greater
than in 1986,

Sinigh  Lighloings o 3 > 5 ; began behaving in a way which batllad X .
stood, HHuminated ﬁy Brian Mann Two Lightnings in radar controliers. Nuctear hombers In “The levels are very alarming.” said Mr Bolton,
the hi h-intensity w § panicked the linc-up were vir- the Unlled Siates wera orderad Into “The resuits from Geimsby in 1986 were mare

sodium bghting, The
crew room isell was
spoarsely * furnished,
with ageing
which had scen better
doys, a bar which dis-
pensed noihing
stronger “thun  black
Neseafe’ and  walls
adomed with plagues
and ‘photographs
donated ~ by visiling

chairs

RAF and overseas air
force units.

Schafer was still in
his fying sufl, afler
refurmag eartier than
evening {rom a {rain.
ing sortie in onv of the
squadron’s wirerafl, He
s remembaered by
those al Binbrook as &
small, powoerfudly-built
man wheo loved o fly

- W SAXA
- Y .voRD

;- k)

tually ready for fight.
One, XS8%, waus in
he process of having
its fuel tanks leppe
up and was already
commected ie o power
starier.

Schater elimbed the
steep  Iadder, hauled
himsel! into the cock.
pit, strapped in and

started the engines. He |

waved aside ihe
grounderaw, who wore
expacted to help carcy
out the standard pre-
flipht cheeks, ordered
the refuciling fo stop
and foiled {0 sign the
regulation form sigai-

AN
fur o she-second burst,

One of the men on
the ground evew al the

ithe pilot on tie
greund, as he swung

the alr while the Pentagon decided that
s man-on-the-spol, an experienced
Viztnam veteran then on an exchange
visit with the RAF at Binbrook, should
take a took. PAT OTTER canlinues the
story of the ast Hlight of Foxtrotl 84,

the Lightaing round.
“His actions were
unorthodox to say the
teast,” hoe said.

At 22.88 XSB94
blasted off from Bin-
brook’s main runway
inte the night sky,
Those on the ground
saw it disappear with
a sheet of flume from

now the

¥
B raystery contact
which had led to

What follows next is
drawn from what we
s

Taoshit .,

hove been told is the
official  transcript  of
the conversation
which tosk plaee
between Schafer and
the radar station ot
Staxton Wokd.
Schafer: I have visual
contnet, repeal visual
vontact, Over,
Sraxton: Can

you

instruments  function-
ing, 24? Check com-
pass, Over.

dent? Over,

Schafer: 1L ... no,
it's separate from the
main body ... the con-
ieal shape ... H's at
the back end, the
sharp end of the
shape, iUz tike bob.
bing u‘p and down and
gomgl: roin side to side
slowly. 1t may be the

T opowor seuree. There's

no sign of batlisties,

_Staxton: Is there any
sign of occupation?
Over,

typical of & rural rather than an urban cn-
vironmenl.”

“Any increase since then is undesirable. How
ever, a national policy is required to solve the
problem,” he added.

New safety rules
lead to cutbacks in
Christmas lighting

NEW sofety regulalions  fights this year on
ure set to make sweep. L‘%eethmpe itoad,
ing ehanges 1o where they would hang
Grimsby’s  traditions]l  down oo tow tu cam-

exira L2560 s year to -
maeet the standards,
And they could be

off amount this year,
there woulidnt be the
spme amoust of fight-

‘Sorry’ driver
double drink
driving limit

SELF-EMPLOYED Uleely glumer John
MeCann's erratic dviving carly one  maorning
astiracted the atiention of a police poetrod, a court
hened.

And when they stopped hitn outside his Souih-
fictd Close home MceCann (31, was unable to
provide a bresth smnple, said Charles Appleby,

‘ i . its twin tail ploes 88 jgadine airerall lype? Christmas  lights and  ply  with the regu-
. : *%.’:}‘gu*‘f‘ .“':‘fﬂhdpl’)' Schafer used reheut, 1 ‘d'gi}:?}:,‘fu%ééﬁko decorations. & agons;. ith the regy

Y mu\ He airera N i fwned over the Wolds  pgiing reeagnisable, The Council's Bvents N

i w }‘{??f‘rmc- ‘WE D and the last they saw no - clear oullines and Allotments Com- One-off
i ;;:igsi;& ox?l-) ﬂ}r;,g}“?, was {ts aavigalion There Is ... bluish mittee, which rans the . Pierre Bibby, |
: whs ﬁ;:: 'mé 316 :)(hiw lights heading  out light. Ieli, that's J lown's Cluisimas ight-© Grimsby's Sport's amd 1
i a duamy, and enoud, | owards the North - pieni | very bright. ing. has atready been  Leisure Offfenr said: “If
‘ A ey Sea Staxton: Are your } forced 1o spend an  we den't pay the one

time wos Brign Maun Schafer: Affirma- asked  for the smae  ing as in previous
. i . o ehinings,  Lw tive, GCL' I'm alopg- § mount for the next  years, -
D¢ NTERCEPTION g G onol e S Phinionte, Urin ke, s it oow, b | G0 yoars untl it the e councts_ oxtr
P bowsers. Ilo remem-  ors and a Shackicton SO0 uffmy .. s a } work basi been s}p"‘mf‘"“ meang that :
. . ; bers X5804 being re. - being scrambled over conical shape. Juore, cag\ vdctud s W } s e A e ;
STAXTON WOLD fucled at a rale of 150 the Morth Sen was  (hat's bright, i hurds §  bnder Ko nest v ies ?m?} W?v}df ".',3 Jbe |
R + § uollons a minute when  being tracked by radar 5 GFOS 1o luok ab it | w0 COMBED RERCE BEA - Junding for e charity o
. RIS suddenly the efgines  controflors at Siaxten  [of more than a few tansformtrs 1 3L is to - Christmns Fuir, !
N o £y Starked. “The windows  Wold, which stands on  Segonds. put up lighis ju 5t The committee also e
. on the tanker afmost  high grownd overlouk- Stantor: How  close James Square, }Tsﬁiﬂ“{?} {'.‘f,,f,’i;‘jypg' .
went in. anic H X are you now? S Ly bonte irimsh o
7 BINEROOK et L it mgsteiboro U oS anae oy | vidons st s e eopis P ol
i . got out of the way,” he  ing paralié! o the cast 40001, he's still in my eu (imf&’ o " asuqlu A, hoim wﬂ? be moved . i
was to say later. coast 90 miles cost of three o'clock. Hey wait ash e pe des n.xn‘z:ﬁ; ion  from 5t James' Square N
Mr Mann remem-  Whitby at 530mph at ;- Wicre's somcthing § SCHHE v.-ns'w:‘rr jedont 1o Hiverhead Square :
bered Schafer disre- 610010 — an idei  ©ise IUs like 2 Jage | With the reguibstions in - and that there would §
garding the grounder  course for an infercep-  Sgueer ball .. - it's like mnind, here will b be nio tree this year on !
marshaller, who was  fion by a Binbrook It mode of glass But there will ke o Hainton Avenug.
the eyes and ears of  Lighining, Staxton: 1s i part of i’
- the object or indepen- .

Schafer: Negative, | Prosceuting. _ b
nothing. However s fuither sample taken st Grimsbhy
Staxton; Can you Pulice Station revepted MeCann, at 83 mogns of

. agsess the rale .. 7

Schafer: Contact in
descent gentle. Am
poing with it ... 80 ...
no about 70T ... it's
levelled out again.

Staxforr Is the ball
object still with 7

vor.
 Schater: Affirma.
tive. I's not aclually
connected | ., maybe ¢
magnetic attraction lo
the conical szhape,
There's a huze of light,
Ye'ow .. W's within
that haze, Wait o
second, #'s turning | .,
coming struight for me
| am taking
evasive acltion .. &
Few ... Tean hardl ..

Staxton: 947 Come in
9. Foxtrol 84, ate you
receiving? Over, Come
in 94. Over,

@ NEXT INSTALMENT:
Schafer ditches and
disappears.

aleohol in 100uds of breath, was more than double
the tegal Hmit.

e was banued from deiving for 18 months and
ordered to pay o £300 finc as well as £
prosecution costs,

In equrt MeCann snid he hod had 3 few drinks
gl the home of a friend.

1l said he would now have to employ someane
to drive for bim,

“f am very sorry for whatl has bappened,” he
seid, 1 cen't afford fur i {o happen again.””

Club seeks flying start

ORGANISERS of a  ing monthly mechings
now birdwatching ciub  of their junior section
hope young ornitholo-  at the Cleethorpes Win-
gists will flock to thelr  ter Gurdens.

P b The first meeting of
D‘}'h": Grimsby and g0 Young Omi!lf‘olo-

istriet branch of the 5 T8

TR vare gists Club takes place
REPD wants {0 encour- o Thursday &
aye more young poople  pE SES ay from tpm
lo take an interest in -dspm,
witdlife and join
vepuiar  outdoor ri?s.
They will now be hotd.

_ Admission is 50p anl
parenls are jnvited to
accompany children.

,
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AT premsely 'six 'pir cmh ra— J . gigncggs ot‘ bemg ref Capt:;_m %::haﬁaer was
minutes past 10 on - wfff oun

He angnly waved ore than a month
the night of Sep- put there was some-  away groundstaﬁfwho Iater the wreckage of .
tember- 8, 1970 a thing different about asked him to sign to the aircraft was found
single nghtnmg this scramble. appropriate form . en the ses bed by

jet fighter took off  For a. start, it was - [equired beforeall mili- gggg}te ‘g;;;g;r g;;gg

from RAYF Bin- nommsl for QRA_air- Eg.‘;ymﬁ;’;;’&ﬁorljg;% the - iy the contrary, the -

brook.. . craft to take off in cockpit was empty and
pairs, Two aireraft were gg‘;ﬁ%‘;;gdhnes . to be the canopy closed. Cap- :

Ground crew on the kept at. 2 state of | And this 4. t2in Schafner had van. £
flight line weré accus- instant readiness at all ot shanmed inte  ished. Completely -and
gyemed o ‘lézégtnmgs nmis ready for just {‘hae’{gcfmi o?p eMlgcg utterly. . iv -

g scram n such -an emergency. -« ot o T His was - Later the aircra&was ”res nded initially by graph caried my own  Now, four Yyears on,
hurlr‘y atd anyB ﬁxgx; ﬁf Buit on u;ni?c rg?fa?lgg 'Captracieg William - Tecovered and . taken ?mpmazsmg to helpl,f hu% story of the mystery of he believes yhe has
mg t or day, Bin ﬁo(;t_ '3?{3’ A‘;?de by St g Schafner of the United - vhusually, {o RAF Bin- . then became very reti- X5804. peeled back a little bit
oy f’au'tewasia t?on s 0{ the it wasn ne‘ -States Air Force, who - brook.’ There. ;t.::was, cent, ., - Subsequently we more-of the myste
e fighter s QA O‘I'h ch er:wawmashth o~ . was on his second tour" - Kept” unded.wraps: -in: 3+ Similar inquires o were contacled By two- surrounding « X589
its aircrafl share P M en ihe tcecff 88 a0 exchange pilot the corner of a hangar the United States formerairmen whohad and the disappearance
- Quick ﬂeacngn Eer% Thaﬂn&r ?ha A rocad oui | With theRAF hafner When 3 team from ‘embassy and to the US  both been at Binbrook of Captain Shafner.

— duty with ot fr a5 1 epﬂtﬁ 5 é‘ﬂ dz?an vastly experi- “the MoD's Crash Inves- " Air Fores at Alconb at the time and added - The Ewvening Tele- §
Coast” airfields to pro-  from. the dqua e ‘“em:cd 6t fighter p}lot" tigation Branch arrived . proved also to be de: further  fuel to the ‘gr h now has a*copy
lvxxg% gggeéeghoﬁfe?:f% g}z;eew ;g?g;; a alegenha 4 ~with combal time ;i’;*eﬁ‘agl;%?ﬁge% thfg s ends. Calld S gere not tnl;ystery be recanm% o gbs ac:c:cn.mlcla of wheaé
» _behind " him in Viet- returne ontacts eir own memories o e believes 153t
appear. , en - the Aracia: ,ﬁmbed abo xyhﬁ&: . nam. He had heen at @ Spend only 2 very briel ‘. wore unavmlable. _ that night. that night. Soxgg has
: “ 3% ; Binbrook .for some . -time examining’the-. - At this stage I en-w’ It was a slory which “come from his:dogged
»: time and’ his wife was® wreckage of XS894 listed the aid of Bob  puzled and infrigued Investigations’:. Some
T-h iydzddxsecwer Bryant, then Notth. thousands of Evening--from officialzdocu-§ -
) ‘cliffe Newspapers' avi- ~ Telearaph readers. But, ments he has obtained. § ..
Jation  correspondent - perhaps most interest- * And some, ‘most tell-§-
and a man with close “Cingly of all, it was a . ingly, from .what he g -
links. with both the "~ story which  grabbed ‘majniains. in"a tran.
v R&Fand the USAPF, ~ - _the attemmn of a man script of the final con-
to thed- sterious' story. of % Rob- was.- o spend. zépen ing 10. days in:ax versations . between
. of the” runway, & X5894 six»Yedrs: ago.;~‘weeks checking out'a eethorpas gt&estrc é)tam Schafner,

wtu rned. il ang. zAn outline of the story 3 g ar coniroller.”at
simmediately- took off, . was related: to: nie by} d‘Camcxdence wf:— Staxton #Wold,:near
.cusing rehéat” to gain |, Barry Halpenny; ‘) O Searborouigh, and . the
,.speed “and -height as | sviation enthusiast and - itg ‘of " Sixteen years earlier crew of the Shackleton
author whé lived at the < Defence and sgent he had been one of the * which witnessed ‘the

time' in Market Rasen ane -, crashinvestigators who *erash. a fow 5.
geontacts in ,,me%bwent %o Binbrook 1o-%.’This i3 the: story.we
3 ) ‘examine the remains of “Yare going to'tell ~dver
+ &S84, He was 50 puz-Sthe next few nights.
“The information in it is
quiter ,\remarkable.,‘ Qur
sourcer hagio’/remain

R

———

—«-qmck}y as possible. -~
en; The aireraft, X5884, a
;- nghtmng ‘F8 of 5.1 Wwho iy X arenl
Squadron‘ whose;call. 'v'forf a book’ ‘pn-aviation
i sxgn «ihat  night was . mysteries af the time.
wFo ot 94, tumedout He suggested” 1.digiathe. : :
Cover, the’- Sea; i out the cuttings.on. ‘the:= : “slammed. - &1
and | into  tash and look irther fupHe Hfinally: ‘admitted SFi8
“'"‘i;vhat i3 igst becammg‘ " into. it. Ther&was"tmre “#defeat:” But. Bob was™ recvewed that he Wis > anonymous . and - we
“one of the great avia- 1o the story of XS:BM ahénlutely cerlain there | determined: to get to% cannot- corroborateall
tmn puu!es of recem: than met the eye, was. an official blanket.. $he bottem. of the the information in his
- - “told me. | Lo of secrecy .over the ™ a}fmw once andv fcr_ report.. What. informa
' Ear!y the fonowmg .- § anticipated dxﬁiml— -avents sumundmg thew e T - tion we can is certmnly
gormn& X5894 gtes in inv‘esugtch a.: crash.-of that la htes 7 T He¥ had mrted hzs mim
itchin %ea»

ey yar

LR ek

-

ditched in the sea off 16— par-ald; g - mngs invthesNorth
- Flamborough' Hend.. xr;cxdent i the Wi all those years ago, >
- -The difching wag, wit-, 1‘5 Sea, but not’ on} tha~ cBarry ;.Halpenn Y ! f
“nessed by the ‘crew efa scale I wag toenchun3 finally published.; an-@fwis in. thorpes fol to‘wmd.:aun-’ stone‘s
.”E Shacklefon: feconniai: mter overithes nexL few.x. .zbndge& version of the ﬁhv_«:mg.upd lines: of i carefily; == agd make
i -Hande airévaft. - ¥Flares’ ™ weehs. in & book which: ¥ %uigz “and mxmr}»,upyourowﬂ mmd.%
i s i et el S bk et e o Fouommont it |
ot 2o 3 - GriEns W, o v.her; 1988, & a in * g:% .7
s Gy e OSSR mteeres afy Defences sotime the Evening Tele< Evering Telearaph.od. » finab fake off of XS898, § 45 -,
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Wokf&lost contact.
withizCaptdin

.Sehafer’s; o -iradar .’

operator, who had
heen tracking the
Lightning and the 3
mystery object it
. had intercepted,, .
watched - in . dxs-
belief, . N

The two blips on me ‘
reprosenting .

sereen;
the fighter and ils,
quary, slcw!y merged
into - -ong
rapidiy’ from over
500mph ‘untii  they
became stationar
£.300{t above the North
Sea 40 miles out off
Alnwick.s

What  exaclly
pened ’

hap-

conjrelure,

decelerated -

inside “the
ground conlrol centre . -
at Staxton is_epen lo Y
Bul our -
Cinformation s thet one

RADAR ceontroliers .

at Staxton Weld, |

just south of Scar-. -

borough, had

gulded the Light..

ning fet fighter’

from Binbreok 10 - .

the mystery con-."

tact "which had -

‘I boen eluding jts Nato trackers for almaost four hours. The
pilot, Caplain William Schaler, a USAF pilot on an exchange
tour with the RAF, reported seeing something not contained
in any of the officlal alrcrafl recognition manuals. It was
contcal in shape and incredibly bright with what Schafer
described as something itko a “soccer ball” in its wake.

{ Then Schafer's radio went silent, PAT OTTER cum‘nues the

story of the riddie of Foxirot 94,

sugpestion was that the * v

two L-lghlmmvs then on
- Combat Alr Patrol off

the Scottith coast -

c!apsed A3 Scha!’er wasis.
Jeft to gircle the Flam-yy
orough rarea« along

" with the-Shackleton. !

‘in the  meshtime,-’
Strike Command HQ at/ ;i
High Wycombe had |
" instructed . Staxton .

ght~
off Fiamborough. p
N Athou b he had . P
plenty of huel 1o veach '«
| gither nearby - Legomn «
: field or his Home base .
" of Binbrook, it appears
mthc reason -for - Bigh.yg
Wyecombe's sdecision :
wag a fear that the.n
- Lightaing had some:

nated during
© mystery, %ntexception
over the chrm e

the fear wos thil
the aircrafl-has sulipy
*fered radiatidn cons’

. It may wcﬂ be thai

tamindtion althoughi ™" S"} w”

same weekinlater,’.

Shack!em
when .. the* wreckage,.y% dd, GCL St

wis cxammed at Bin- .
brook, no tract’of con-
{amination by anything -
other than salt water
was found, :

Shackleton:
SABRE yetl. No !1
. a“miiber ~Hahg

oing roun
An%:{her o minutes 1 but thefe ~were *nn
I’ - transmissiony from the
hmk!eton' Gcl,..,bcacons vavried by the | ..

. pilot clegr pf ale-

i The searchoontinued
;g?,,,w“ o, ~rell Hitd the nFxt: doy

- pllot-and on board the
!‘teceivm aireraft and the official
reparts soy 8o dxstress
Thts'? flares wers seen,
s sinking Hmveve the; Tollow. -
:m-\. R fihe‘*:mof ing dny l’ﬁ f#emn
blose Jup again . Teicgrwp: ‘feporte
e ** flares s had s beeng seen
abot 10 miles dffshor

ton: Crm ol vein-

and"

ﬁo.l:aés the weather begim ta' i
etevioratesn uidapes ok

Y, 2 et

T

thé & Grimshy -
craft?, tr?)v;i?" Ross Kcztm{
Shacideton: Ho's ot - Which™ was passing
n,iwe can’ cmﬁr;om through thea Ipambor‘
that, 51 & must be in the i ugh afeal had pone to
watcr-sbmewhera, - Minvestigat 5““'*[ dvon
Staxion: Any dislress h““gh*"{”’“ flares . |
glantls0r fares yét7 - ng, é@‘}d?‘ fotnd | .

taxtord: Foxtrot 94,
Can you dltch alreraft?
. . B Chrer, 2
N R o e v Schafur She’s hahdl.§
v 1 Wl : ing fine, l can hring her
]et P N . in, Over.
LY srsmn Negr:h
ook, WRGG How the loas was reported ln I repeat, can you d!k‘ oF.
" Two ‘and a  haif '~ the Evening Teiegraph and ¢ sizeral? Over.. . VI Shackiston:
mintes after the single * ' * - Yl ) . Scarboraugh Evnning Rows, o v Schafer:. Yeahi 0, I“‘ iw:GCI.v(mi
. hlipTlen the lin?ai{ T - - g . gu;ts& ot fla 10
- sereen came o a halt . : NI
rtod, to move ngain, - of ‘Forih, was ordered- turn 043 degmcs. Ovcr. calculated, C: v the
iﬁa‘maﬁng ,g,pmf' 25 soulh to hold station Schaler: Br ... all mn us“what hapwneqm;,w‘ ver.,‘g?f,!emgwem hack ﬁ, plsiing
swmp‘ and thimp iaround  Flamborough  dircetional instruménts « 947 Smxtoh:sﬁs d’m:h ¢ tct with Staxton Wold. . husband.: !
4y are oul, repeal u/s. Scira!ar. T_“dan’t. . Can you mam}ﬂm wi e | Snacklnten: She's But iha Mm{.st
know. It come in closg”

!m{arc., ’(‘Md"‘i"" "5k, Staxton Wold  Qver. | citeait? Ov “GCLes Ty fggner ot
$0§J Y bLaek QWards T 143 cre daiiin:g mm b
- Staxion; Roger 94, .Ishut my %?s‘t t‘.,é - wake where s}‘m} Y Wwhether there  would -
e

Staxton,.! ” m;ss!éb!xfigcd&fo?tact “exeeute right & stic  fig 1
eards, - With Caplain Schafer,  excouter rirn, esti- tii i }
Shortly afterwards, mate quarter turn. blacked out for a few . s d aarywaaggrr‘z:rﬂm her. °f gggdt ?!?3’1;: !;?;
0K . 04 5 *ﬁ d gol out of the plane,” o

. the ‘s:inigtlet .bhp, * Schafer: (’c?:{d" are  Sler sooy 9 '3 o
. separated inlo we, one " yeu receiving? Over, . cdpper -
malntaining s south. ysmxton Attirmative _ Schafers Turning Staxion: ditehing.- pmcedure OV r o ndadvokessiin told o
: - your discretion. Over.~s s:s mn I Wi tr:;ioncr “No wreckoge
Schafer: Desesndingonwind's o & Wiy from.... has been found..

erly heading, some-. 94, Loud and clear. POW- - tandby, -
T ) Staxton: Come  furs
nat erratically,  afy iWhat® is sour condi- AL this” stage the' o 0/REE Seseendin s Lecoirfieldms Arosryouretiiroe weeks 13ior the
ﬂg*';msmve you  saw n&,’Evéninﬁ Telegenph ro-

ther, 84, That's pood. Is, -

b%‘r;%%e%ndsgiestggﬁ,\ '%“gﬁgﬁi Not tog. YOU mlimeter fue:” SUSCHIGIOR (SIENEL ¢ Helween  mix sy Telogmph

;.m owly. the "other~y goo ean't think’ . ; - o b Yy VR er. selage |

wing islawly, S1B Head sud began eir ; sed., ) U ?lazklclm' Notm ?m'g?thesm'u o
CLiThe fisst’pabswa} flobbled by ¢

ussumed i

3
e 1 .
,.,tu ng i through .- 1807 what has happencd oo Ggfha!ot. Affirmative, " cling before XSH04 was (;Iap ed ig 18 :"?s i'
Bk \I.-u 8 siid noté at the' ejec: - .

-should be sent . south
immedintoly but it was
‘aver- sruled” bysthe
genior fighter cantret-
ler, who continued to
T fry to re-establish con-
‘taet with Captmn
Schafer in Foxiret 84,

WOver.

Ry

merook 3et found :
by divers 23 “,:',?s;’*“""”” )

" Fuores ot sedug v
p et un o Nega-
round

B et AR LIV

by, Bl Bihbr
waiting for news 91‘ hcr

o e L e e Seke A r s

v

& e H
o degroes to hoad north- 1 feal kinda dizay .., T veetorea into the eres . . Bhackiatan? & %cabed

E wcsiedy and vanmhmg ; can see shooting stars, e down, GCI Heli of a

3 a éspced tator cateu.’ *  Staxton: Can you sce i Stgxton cone . He's down in
be = ound your, Instruments? ]

}awﬂmph.n SN 31 Dver.” CoR T

hile all _tiig was” Schafer; Affirmative,

ﬁa ing nma Shackleton —but, er. ., the compass

3 MR3, wh had been - is wis ,

#en mtrol af‘f the Fxrth B “Foxtrot 04,

Stéxron' Descend lo‘h by
350018, Over. . 7 trollers,
g‘;:hf!er' g}gggr. GCI. * _ Schafer:’ Cancsé{iu S
o ' i
X al's your ring me in, “ the pilot- yet'-'b ﬂ

fucl siate, 947 Over, - Qver.
Schafer: About lhirty E;- Ve Hnld "t Sharzkmton‘ Nega !
per cent, GCL swﬂgn, 94, Over, tive. We're golng round !
Several mimﬂes ﬁ\en = ngain, pulling \a tighty

Hunstrapping. . He nus o seativegs-stilh intaet !

™ haved got it tag gLV ln’ﬁ1 ise' 18 the .
w .roumﬂx ford @yibellef (hiThe hody of -
the pilot is i};ﬂ in the

{: «ev bui
snhu the cancvpy?

‘rm; '"’rhat’ twhat ~
b fiin

wm:ka
" Staxtot:

Staxton: That’

the dreckip
£, ~ 7 Aah iy Cuptain s
Slmckletnn' Roger, Sclmters! Qd wag stm
er . * PR ain the
alkgrwarde.g T it Lt sas (ha dtirt |
iy sxgnv of pHot ~..ﬂ!¢ searcﬁ and mscuu.- ;0 lhe bu;gcst mirste
Whese {He hell § as hen' "+ Whitlwingd - ’?:g rﬁ
Staxton; Youlsure he'ead Lecdulield . ai*riv @ Ehrougk&ffa ﬁ\h%nr
vémcr, 1% cenid and urﬂéd'
Check. remir® SARRET* g¥sitmatie sc-mc of2 Bi 3
wrreceptions. Over, ﬁNWlw ﬁxtdﬂng hrea, Thc ir g&
- SABRE wias the scarch T alrersll $chn e
and rescue bnncen cars "
&'»rieé il ¥
;«aircrew)..a

CELEALT e

coe b bttt

When the Shackieton came round again the Lighlnlng £ cancpy bnd clnsgd. .
o .. . Musleation by TREVOR HARMIES... 2t

R

The rador i
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2 1| THE tass of the Binbrook Lightning * . fers were used to handling storles :} Scarbarough Evéning News o Sep)

1

crash. by newspapers

and its American pilot had shnply
boen reported as just another air

along tho’

like this, which occurred with some ... tember 9,-1970-But-they-onl -
..,.‘.regulam’y. The ditching of X5834.- part of ﬂ:e sto:fy. PAT (;, CYER com
-provided front-page stories for the ' cludes our investigation?inlodthe

el

uavs

ER.CON~ jomsmmumn

Wil
o

HEN: the wrecksge of
X5894 was  finally
lifted from the sea bed
w ¥ egome - {ive - miles off
mborsugh Head, it was taken
AT

Fla
in some secrecy straight o
Binbrook.[ 50 VL AT
. Ajr-oroshes in the North Sea in those
days were relatively common and much
- af 1the! wreekage found 'iis way into
Grimsby where oflen Evcnmg Telegraph
hotographers were on hand. to-yecord
he event, But nol with X8894,

it was salso common  practice for

Meol¥'s »Crash - Investigation Branch i
Farnborough where detailed “examing-
tions were carried out infan stiempt to
find the cause of accidenis, Bui this
didn’t happen with XS94

inglead e reraning of the aireraft,

ywere token siraight fo Binbrook where it
wasg placed behind what appears 1o have
leeit ¥ Sories of shutters jn the far corner
jef a hangnar, .«* Sl ang it
Y A leam from Famborough arrived one
woti winter's . day- ot Binbrook; in the:
belief that they were aBout todstart o
detailed» Invexiigation . which, . in “turn,
would Jead to the preparation of a report
on the ! ineident lo. the Ministry of
Defence, the report being used as the
busis for st eventunt Inquiry inlo the loss
of Lightning X5894. Bul they were In for -
asurprises gt BT Y T e e
“Theywere astonished to find many of .
the cockpil instruments missing, "These
included -

standby.s direction” indicator, slondby

itiarys warning ganel from the starboard .
side of the cackpit below;ihe voltmeter.. -
“Thisswas "a:serioys’ breach’.of regula- .
tlons and, although . the, investigation”
team-swas >'promised  the instruments
would be ‘returned shorily, they never

were, " St s

The investigators found there was_a
revolting fusty smell in the cockpil while
the whole aircraft still had a shimy feel 1o
1t following its monih-long immersion

north-east coast.of England. Repor-

wrecked sircraft to be taken lo the

which was in remarkably good condition, |

the ' E2B  comphss,: volimeter, 2

inverter indicator and_the complete aux-" -

.| -Grimsby Evening Telegraph and the

8

IS ey
"And that's wherd the trail”
mystery . of - XBY84 - goes™ gotdier
amest. .07 %l v Iiomwom o

There' is just ‘one [lirther
information avoilable. ' - -

KR * R
«

IR 4

the Nerth Sea. ..~ . e e
The cisctor seal 2lgo scemed to bes
‘wrong and there was a suspiclon sters”
among the investigators that it was not
the one fitted 1o the aireraft when XS834
took off from Binbrook on its finpl flight.

[T

HyE
‘of ﬁ;e‘i

jlom " of
At A
On the night of September 8, 1870’8 |
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From: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room_@‘

See s ET0,76 + 60
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE - )

Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
(Fax) _

i Qur reference
' D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
5 November 1992

Your reference

I thought it would be useful if I wrote to confirm the points I made yesterday
vhen we spoke about the crash of a Lightning F6 aircraft, on 8 September 1970.

Following a number of approaches from researchers, who had heard stories that
this aircraft had crashed during an encounter with a UFO, I tracked down the
Aircraft Accident Report (AAR) for this particular crash. This document is
classified Restricted, as is the case for all AARs, and cannot therefore be
released. From my reading of this document I can tell you that the Lightning
was taking part in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise designed to practise the night
shadowing and shepherding of low speed targets. For the purpose of the
exercise, the targets involved were Shackleton aircraft. The Lightning crashed
into the sea while attempting to intercept one of the Shackletons. There is no
indication of any unidentified target having been encountered, and no reason to

suggest that there is any sort of UFO incident in any way connected with this
tragic crash.

As I mentioned, I am trying to track down further papers relating to this
accident, in the hope that there will be an Unclassified Military Aircraft

- Accident Summary (MAAS), that I can release. Given the time that has elapsed

since the accident, there are no guarantees that I will be successful. I will
let you know what, if anything, I track down.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your own research.

YWS 5,',,;55//(‘/[/

scycled Paper

[ 3]



Director of JInvestigations

Mr.
Secretariat
Room
Ministry Of Defence,
Main Building,
Whithall,

London SW1A 2HB. 5. 11. 92.

Pleased find enclosed the newspaper articles on the strange
circumstances surrounding Capt. Schafer and his lightening aircraft,
call sign Foxtrot 94.

Air Staff)2a,

I would be grateful if you could answer the following questions from
the files in your possession. Obviously within the areas of your
permitted release instructions, although after 22 years I find it hard
to imagine what is still secret about the operation. Unless the
aircraft did have an encounter with a UFO.

1/ Why was an American pilot scrambled to intercept the object, when
English pilots were on duty at scramble readiness ready to fly
identical aircraft from the same base.

2/ Why was the lightening aircraft left in the water for such a long
period after crashing. Was there any fear of contamination from
whatever it had encountered.

3/ Why was the pilot ordered to ditch the aircraft when he told the
control that the aircraft was airworthy and had plenty of fuel.

4/ What where the findings of the enquiry into the the missing
pilot, particularly when the aircraft canopy was closed when
the aircraft was recovered and the ejector seat was still in
position.

QUEST INTERNATIONAL Published by Quest Publications Ltd.

k6




5/ What were the findings of the enquiry regarding the amazing speeds
of the UFO tracked on radar in excess of 20,000 mph.

6/ Where their any electro/magnetic abnormalities found when the
aircraft was examined.

I would be grateful for any answers you could let me have which would
throw some light on this incident.

Yours Sincerely.

|

|
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UFOS over Humberside are
1o just the experience of
fighter pilots  one
Bridiington mother is still
v ing to make sense of what
she saw 20 vears ago,

Abter reading the Huall Daily
Mal's account of one of the
most puzziing aviation
stories of the century, Mys
June Cooper recalled what
shosaw 1 1970 and is
serking others who night
also have seen something,
but who have Kept quiet
unti now.

In a two-part feature the
Mail looked at events leading
up to the final flight of a
fighter plane before 1t
ditched in the sea oft
Flamborough Head.

Alrs Cooper was in her
Rueensgate home one
September atternoon about
20 years ago while her four-
vear-old son Grahame was
playing in the garden.

He came rushing in and with

By Hull Daily Mail

NEWS REPORTER

great excitement nsisted
that his mum hurry out to
the garden to see the strange
objects in the sky.

Mrs Cooper said: “"When |
got outside 1 could see bright
things in the sky. But it
wasn’t until | got out my
binoculars and had a good
look that they became clear.
“Through the binoculars 1
could see six saucer-like
objects. They were silver
metallic with centres like the
jet exhaust of a plane.

“l was even more amazed o
see yellow and orange
swirling flames inside the
centres.”

Just then Mys Cooper’s
telephone rang and she went
indoors to answer it. When
she got back to the garden
the objects had disappeared.
Mre Cooper said: I told my
husband and family what |

had seen, but none of my
neighbours were home when
it happened and 1 didn't
mention it to them.

“It is not the sort of thing
that happens in Bridlington.
so I didn’t want anyone to
think I had imagined it.
“But I know what [ saw. and
Grahame still remembers it.
I couldn’t wait to read the
papers next day and listen to
the news, but there was no
mention of anything out of
the ordinary having
happened in this area.”

Mrs Cooper's family tforgot
the incident until she read
the Mail's story.

She added: “It brought it all
back to me and 1 could not
help wondering if the
incidents were connected.
“They both happened about
the same time. 1 would be
interested to know if anyone
else witnessed what [ saw
that afternoon.”

Cash for community schemes

GUARDIANS of two similarly-titled funds to
help rural areas are hoping confusion
" surrounding them will be dispelled after a
shake-up.

Humberside Community Chest and Hum-
berside Economic Chest were administered by
the Community Council of Humberside and
Humberside County Council respectively.

After a meeting last week, the count
cil agreed to relinquish control o
ic Chest, in favour of the C unity Council,
& registered charity in Howden which
+ tries to help rug rmmunities.

- Mr Roger-Newton, project officer with the
Con nity Council of Humberside said very
' en in the past, the funds in the two chests

had remained unclaimed because
not know anything about them-or even that
they existed.

“From now on, t ommunity Council will
administer funds. Both are aimed at
encouragifig community initiatives but the
Ecerfomic Chest is more from community
enterprise, whereas the Community Chest is
more for social projects.

“From now on, both will be under one head-
ing and we will sort out from which pot a par-
ticular project may be funded.”

All district councils in Humberside con-
tribute to the Community Chest. Holderness
Borough Council has given £750 for the past
three years.

To igecs R Doy - - Taes 3 Roversen
- " = g
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detailed look at the events
leading up to the ditching in
the North Sea of Lightning

from 5 Squadron at Binbrook
whose final flight is at the
centre of one of the most
puzzling aviation stories since
the war. Just what was it that
its pilot, American, William
Schafer, was sent to intercept
out over the North Sea 22
years ago and why was he
eventually ordered to ditch his
aircraft off Flamborough Head
rather than return to North
Lincolnshire? Now new
information has come to light.
Pat Otter, assistant editor of
the Mail’s sister paper, The
Grimsby Evening Telegraph,
reports.
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At last, the sensational true story behi

he chain of events which
led to the crash of
Lightning XS894 from 5
Squadron at RAF Binbrook
o and the disappearance of
its pilot began at 8.17.pm on the night of
September 8, 1970, in an isolated building
on the Shetland Islands.
Saxa Vord was one of the chain of radar
sta_tlons.whose task it was to spot
unidentified aircraft approaching the
North Sea or the sensitive ‘Iceland gap’.
Remember, this was 1970 when the Cold
War was at its height and Russian long-
range aircraft made regular sorties into
the North Atlantic and along the British
coast to test the reaction of Nato fighters.
On this particular night, a radar operator
at Saxa Vord picked up the blip of an
unidentified aircraft over the North Sea
halfway between the Shetlands and
Alesund in Norway.
’Ilr‘lhe ctontatct was anonitored for several
lnutes at a steady speed of 630mph, a
37,0001t holding altitude and on a goutht-
westerly heading. Then Saxa Vord noted
the contact was turning through 30
;iegrgets tgoglead} dtlsle south. It increased
peed to 900mph (Mach 1. i
Ry ph ( 25) and climbed
Following laid-down procedures, radar
controllers at Saxa Vord flashed a

* scramble message to the Quick Reaction

Alert Flight at the nearest Nato airfield
RAF Leuchars on the east coast of '
Scotland not far from Dundee:

There two Lightning interceptorkgvhich

L N e T

been ready on the flight line £} just

wn nAwa

AT LHCOn g LI pusiiion ol Lthen
tanker, a Victor K1A, the two fighters
were guided north by Saxa Vord. So far, it
was a routine scramble for what was then
assumed to be a Russian Bear or Badger,
the long-range reconnaisance aircraft
used to test the nerves of the Royal Air
Force.

But it was then that the radar plotters on
the Shetland Islands saw something on
their screens which they found impossible
to believe.

The contact they had been tracking at
speeds and altitudes consistent with
moderti Russian warplanes, turned
through 180 degrees on a due north
heading and within seconds disappeared
off their screens. Later they calculated
that to do this its speed must have been in
the region of 17,400mph.

With the contact now gone, the Lightnings
were vectored south to rendezvous with
the tanker and remained airborne on
Combat Air Patrol.

uring the next hour, the
mystery contact
reappeared several times,
approaching from the
north. Each time the
Lightnings were sent north to intercept, it
turned and disappeared again.
By now two F4 Phantoms of the US Air
Force had been scrambled from the
American base at Keflavik in Iceland.
They had much more sophisticated radar
than the British Lightnings and were able
to pick up the mystery contact
themselves.
But when they, too, tried to get close
enough to identify what was by now
beginning to cause some alarm to Nato
commanders, they found they were just as
impotent as the Lightnings.
The alert had reached such a level that the
contact was being monitored by the
Ballistic Missile Early Warning System at
Fylingdales Moor, near Whitby, along
with a second BMEWS in Greenland.
The information they were collecting was
relayed to the North American Air
Defence Command at Cheyenne Mountain
and the US Detection and Tracking Centre
at Colorado Springs.
In the meantime, the cat-and-mouse game
over the North Sea between the

Capt Schs

Lightnings and Phantoms on one hand
and the mystery contact, was still going
on. Then, at 21.05 after the fighters had
made yet another abortive attempt to get
close, the contact vanished off the radar
screens.

The Lightnings were ordered to return to
Leuchars while the
Phantoms were
instructed to carry out a
Combat Air Patrol to the
east of Iceland.

Then, at 21.39, radar
controllers picked up the
contact again. This time
its speed was
decelerating to 1,300mph
- almost the limit of both
the Lightnings and
Phantoms - at a holding

on a south-westerly

heading coming from the direction of the
Skagerrak, off the northern tip of
Denmark.

Two more Lightnings were scrambled
from Leuchars, and were ordered to
rendezvous with a Victor tanker and then
maintain a CAP on a 50-mile east-west
front, 200 miles north-east of Aberdeen.
As a precaution, two further Lightnings
were ordered into the air from Coltishall
in Norfolk and, with another tanker, to

Tomorrow: Revealed -~ what Capt Schafer e

]
What had started as a

routine sighting of what
was believedto be a
Russian aircraft, had now
reached the White House
and, presumably,
President Richard Nixon.
altitude of 18,000ft. It was . ——————

form a CAP 170 miles east of Gr
Yarmouth. The contact was som

between these two lines of supei

fighters.

While all this was going on, RAI

Fylingdales, which was in const

contact with NORAD at Cheyem

Mountain, heard

ominously, that t

Strategic Air Co

HQ at Omaha, Nt
was ordering its :
bombers into the

was an order whi
only have come fi
highest level. Wh
started as a routi-
sighting of what
believed to be a |
aircraft, had now
the White House

presumably, Prex
Richard Nixon.

NORAD was told by officials at t
Pentagon that a USAF pilot of g1
experience was presently on an

visit with the RAF and was stat
Binbrook, the North Lincolnshi-
base a few miles from Grimsby.

Rapid inquiries were made and

discovered the pilot was on the :
and was, by coincidence, ‘flight !
At around 21.45 a request was m|
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| the ditching of Lightning Foxtrot 94 in September, 1970

last flight
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a very high level within NORAD, through
Strike Command'’s UK headquarters at
High Wycombe, for RAF Binbrook to send
Captain William Schafer “if at all
possible” to join the QRA Lightnings
lookmg for the mystery contact.

By this time four Lightnings, two
Phantoms and three tankers were already
airborne and they were joined by a
Shackleton Mk3 from Kinloss, which was
ordered to patrol on a north-south
heading at 3,000ft, 10 miles out from the
east coast.

Rinbrook’s QRA Lightnings were being
held in reserve but it was decided to send
out a single aircraft from the North
Lincolnshire airfield — flown by Capt
Schafer. The Americans wanted one of
their own at the sharp end when it came
to cornering the mystery contact.

t precisely six minutes
past 10 on the night of
September 8, 1970, a
single Lightning jet
. fighter took off from RAF
Binbrook.
Ground crew on the flight line were
accustomed to Lightnings being
scrambled in a hurry at any time of night
or day. Binbrook. after all, was a front-
line fighter station and its aircraft shared

QRA - Quick Reaction Alert - duty with
other East Coast airfields to provide cover
should any unidentified aircraft appear
on the radar screens.
But there was something different about
this scramble.
For a start, it was normal for QRA aircraft
to take off in pairs. Two aircraft were kept
at a state of instant readiness at all times
ready for just such an emergency. But on
this occasion only one aircraft took off.
And it wasn’t one of the QRA aircraft.
Then there was the manner of the take-off.
The pilot had raced out from the 5
Squadron crew room, adjacent to the
apron, and had climbed aboard while a
Lightning was in the process of being
refuelled.
He angrily waved away ground staff who
asked him to sign the appropriate form
required before all military aircraft leave
the ground and ordered the refuelling
lines to be disengaged.
And this was no ordinary pilot strapped
into the cockpit of the Mach 2 interceptor.
This was Captain William Schafer of the
United States Air Force, who was on his
second tour as an exchange pilot with the
RAF. Schafer was a vasily experienced jet
fighter pilot with combat time behind him
in Vietnam. He had been at Binbrook for
some time and his wife was living on the
base with him.
No pre-flight checks were made and, as
bemused ground crew looked on, the
L.ightning taxied out to the end of the
runway. turned and immediately took oft,
using rcheat to gain speed and height

vhail

INULHH O iU LHSA PP U st o o
is {asl becoming one of the great
aviation puzzles of recent times.

Early the following morning X$894
ditched in the sea off Flamborough
Head. The ditching was witnessed by
the crew of a Shackleton reconnaisance
aircraft. Flares were spotted by the
Grimsby trawler Ross Kestrel as
reported in the Hull Daily Mail. But no
trace of Captain Schafer was ever
found.

More than a month later the wreckage
of the aircraft was found on the sea bed
by Royal Navy divers. Despite carlier
reports to the contrary, the cockpit was
empty and the canopy closed. Captain
Schafer had vanished. Completely and
utterly.

Later the aircraft was recovered and
taken, unusually, to RAF Binbrook.
There it was kept under wraps in the
corner of a hangar.

When a team from the MoD's Crash
Investigation Branch arrived from
Farnborough they were permitted to
spend only a very brief time examining
the wreckage of XS834. What they did
discover disturbed them. And what
happened later disturbed them even
more.

first came across the

mysterious story of XS894 six

years ago. An outline of the

story was related to me by

Barry Halpenny, an aviation
enthusiast and author who lived at the
time in Market Rasen, who was
researching for a book on aviation
mysteries at the time.

He suggested I dig out the cuttings on
the crash and look further into it.
There was more to the story of XS894 .
than met the eye, he told me.

[ anticipated difficulties in
Investigating a 16-year-old ditching !
incident in the North Sea, but not on

the scale I was to encounter over the
next few weeks.

Normally helpful press contacts at the ,;
Ministry of Defence responded initially §.
by promising to help. but then became I
very reticent. '
Similar inquiries to the United States ]
embassy and to the US Air Force at !
Alconbury proved also to be dead-ends. {.

i

Calls were not returned. Contacts were
unavailable.

At this stage I enlisted the aid of Bob
Bryant, then Northcliffe Newspapers'
aviation correspondent and a man with
close links with both the RAF and USAF.
Bob was to spend weeks checking out a
story he found more intriguing by the
hour. He paid numerous visits to the
Ministry of Defence and spent hours on
the telephone to contacts in the United
States. But everywhere he heard the
ominous sound of doors being slammed.
He finally admitted defeat. But Bob was
absolutely certain there was an official
blanket of secrecy over the events
surrounding the crash of that Lightning’s
in the North Sea all those years ago.
Barry Halpenny finally published an
abridged version of the story in a book
which appeared in September, 1988.
Subsequently we were contacted by two
former airmen who had both been at
Binbrook at the time and added further
fuel to the mystery by recalling their own
memories of that night.

t was a story which puzzled and

intrigued readers. But, perhaps

most interestingly of all, it was a

story which grabbed the

attention of a man spending 10
davs in a Clecthorpes guest house.
Sixteen years earlier he had been one of
the crash investigators who went to

_ Our source has to remain anonymous and

Binbrook to examine the remains of
XSW894. He was so puzzled by what he
saw and the treatment the investigation
team received that he was determined to
get to the bottom of the mystery once and
for all.

ow, four years on, he
believes he has peeled
back a little bit more of
the mystery
surrounding X$894 and
the disappearance of Captain Shafner.
1 now have a copy of his account of what
he believes happened that night. Some has
come from his dogged investigations.
Some from official documents he has
obtained. And some, most tellingly, from
what he maintains is a transcript of the
final conversations between Captain
Schafer, a radar controller at Staxton
Wold, near Scarborough, and the crew of
the Shackleton which witnessed the
crash.
This is the story we are going to tell
tomorrow. The information in it is quite
remarkable.

we cannot corroborate all the information
in his report. What information we can is
certainly in line with the results of myv
own inquiries four years ago.

All we ask you to do is to read our
stories carefully - and make up your
own mind.
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Money Observer's quarterly survey, as reported in the

October issue of the magazine, once again nominates Skipton

Building Society the all-round "Best Buy" for in‘vestors.

It's the second time in just over twelve months that

we've taken the number one slot, a clear demonstration of our
.

long term commitment to offering high rates, across all our

savings products, to all our investors, large and small.

For full details of our outstanding investment accounts

just call into our new branch at 68 Paragon Street, Hull, or, if it's

more convenient, simply call (0482) 226627, one of our customer

advisors will be delighted to help you.
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PAT OTTER

NATO forces were being brought up to full alert by a
mystery object picked up on radar over the North Sea. At
first it appeared to be yet another Russian aircraft out to test
the reflexes of Allied air forces. But then the object began
behaving in a way which baffled radar controllers. Nuclear
bombers in the United States were ordered into the air while
the Pentagon decided that its man-on-the-spot, an
experienced Vietnam veteran then on an exchange visit with
the RAF at Binbrook, should take a look. Pat Otter
concludes the story of the last flight of Foxtrot 94.

aptain William
Schafer was sitting
in the crew room of
5 Squadron when
the call came from
High Wycombe.
The room overlooked the apron
where a line of silver-finish
Lightnings stood, illuminated by
the high-intensity sodium lighting.
The crew room itself was sparsely
furnished, with ageing chairs
which had seen better days, a bar
which dispensed nothing stronger
than black Nescafe, and walls
adorned with plaques and
photographs donated by visiting
RAF and overseas air force units.
Schafer was still in his flying suit,
after returning earlier that evening
fromn a training sortie in ane af (e
squadron’s aircraft. He is
remembered by those at Binbrook
as a small, powerfully-built man
who loved to fly the single-seat
Lightnings, so different from the
new generation of sophisticated
aircraft then starting to come into
service in the USAF.
When the call came, Schafer was
helped into the remainder of his
flying gear by other 5 Squadron
aircrew, went out through the door,
turned right and raced across the
apron.
Two Lightnings in the line-up were
virtually ready for flight. One,
XS894, was in the process of having
its fuel tanks topped up and was
already connected to a power
starter.
Schafer climbed the steep ladder,
hauled himself into the cockpit,
strapped in and started the engines.
He waved aside the ground crew,
who were expected to help carry
out the standard pre-flight checks,
ordered the refuelling to stop and
failed to sign the regulation form
signifying he was happy with the
aircraft.
It was armed with two Red Top air-
to-air missiles, one of which was
live and the other a dummy, and
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}luntgbc? VC10 pilot’s wife|”
. waits and hopes.

on lor
crashed -
fighter

FLASHBACK to the Hull Daily Mail on
Wednesday, September 9, 1970, and a
report of how hopes were fading of
finding Amercian pilot Capt W Schafer
following an intensive search.
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enough 30mm cannon shells for a
six-second burst.

One of the men on the ground crew
at the time was Brian Mann of
Grimsby, who was driving one of
the fuel bowsers. He remembers
XS894 being refuelled at a rate of
150 gallons a minute when suddenly
the engines started. “The windows
on the tanker almost went in. I
panicked, took the hoses off and got
out of the way,” he was to say later.
Mr Mann remembered Schafer
disregarding the ground marshal,
who was the eyes and ears of the
pilot on the ground, as he swung
the Lightning round. “His actions
were unorthodox to say the least,”
he said.

At 22.06 XS894 blasted off from
Binbrook’s main Y

runway into the
night sky. Those¢ ¢n
the ground saw it

£ | don't feel 100

It’s like bobbing up and down
and going from side to side
slowly. It may be the power
source. There’s no sign of
ballistics.

Staxton: Is there any sign of
occupation? Quer.

Schafer: Negative, nothing.
Staxton: Can you assess the rate
w?

Schafer: Contact in descent
gentle. Am going with it ..... 50ft
..... no about 70ft ..... it’s levelled
out agin.

Staxtorn: Is the ball object still with
it? Qver.

Schafer: Affirmative. It's not
actually connected ..... maybe a
magnetic attraction
to the conical shape.
There’s @ haze of
light. Ye'ow..... il's

d}ilsappear with a good. | can’t L&J/itl_lin that h‘;zze.
sheet of flame from . ait a second, it's
its twin tail pipes as think what has turning ..... coming
Schafer used reheat. happened ..... | straight for me .....

It turned over the ) . am taking evasive
Wolds and the last feel kinda dizzy  action..... afew..... I
they saw was its | can see can hardl.....

navigation lights
heading out towards
the North Sea.

By now the mystery
contact which had led to five
Lightnings, two Phantoms, three
tankers and a Shackleton being
scrambled over the North Sea was
being tracked by radar controllers
at Staxton Wold, which stands on
high ground overlooking
Scarborough.

The contact was flying parallel to
the east coast 90 miles east of
Whitby at 530mph at 6,100ft — an
ideal course for an interception by
a Binbrook Lightning.

What follows next is drawn from
what we have been told is the
official transcript of the
conversation which took place
between Schafer and the radar
station at Staxton Wold.

Schafer: I have visual contact,
repeat visual contact. Quer.

Staxton: Can you identify aircraft
type?

Schafer: Negative, nothing
recognisable, no clear outlines.
There is ..... bluish light. Hell,
that’s bright ..... very bright.

Staxton: Are your instruments
Sfunctioning, 947 Check compass.
Over.

Schafer: Affirmative, GCIL. I'm
alongside it now, maybe 600/t
off my ..... It’s a conical shape.
Jeeze, that's bright, it hurts my
eyes to look at it for more than a
few seconds.

Staxton: How close are you now?

Schafer: About 400ft, he's still in
my three o'clock. Hey wuit .....
there's something else. It's like u
large soccer ball ..... it'’s like 't's
made of glass.

Staxton: Is it part of the object or
independent? Quer.

Schafer: 1t ..... no, it's separate
Jrom the main body ..... the
conical shape ..... it’s at the hack
end, the sharp end of the shape.

shooting stars.?

Staxton? 94?7 Come in
94. Foxtrot 94, are you
receiving? Quer. Come
in 94. Quer.
Just as the controller at Staxton
Wold lost contact with Captain
Schafer, a radar operator, who had
been tracking the Lightning and the
mystery object it had intercepted,
watched in disbelief.
The two blips on the screen,
representing the fighter and its
quarry, slowly merged into one,
decelerated rapidly from over
500mph until they became
stationary 6,000ft above the North
Sea 140 miles out off Alnwick.
What exactly happened inside the
ground control centre at Staxton is
open to conjecture. But our
information is that one suggestion
was the two Lightnings then on
Combat Air Patrol off the Scottish
coast should be sent south
immediately but it was overruled
by the senior fighter controller,
who continued to try to re-establish
contact with Captain Schafer in
Foxtrot 94.
Two-and-a-half-minutes after the
single blip on the radar screen
came to a halt it started to move
again, accelerating rapidly to
600mph and climbing to 9,000ft,
heading south back towards
Staxton.
Shortly afterwards, the single blip
separated into two, one
maintaining its southerly heading,
somewhat erratically, at between
6500 and 630.mph and descending
slowly, the other turning through
180 degrees to head north-westerly
andd vanishing at a speed later
calculated to be around 20,400mph.
While all this was going on, a
Shackleton MR3, which had been
on patrol off the Firth of Forth, was
ordered south to hold station
around Flamborough Head.
Then, Staxton Wold re-established
contact with Captain Schafer.
Schafer: GCI ..... are you
receiving? Over.
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Staxton: Affirmative 94. Loud and
clear. What is your condition?
Qver.

Schafer: Not too good. I can’t
think what has happened ..... 1
feel kinda dizzy ..... I can see
shooting stars.

Staxton.: Can you see your
instruments? Quer.

Schafer: Affirmative, but, er .....
the compass is u/s.....

Staxton. Foxtrot 94, turn 043
degrees. Quer.

Schafer: Er ..... all directional
instruments are out, repeat u/s.
QOver.

Staxton: Roger 94, execute right
turn, estimate quarter turn. Qver.

Schafer: Turning nouw.
Staxton: Come further. 94. That's
good. Is your altimeter
Sfunctioning? Quer

Schafer: Affirmative, GCI.
Staxton: Descend to 3.500f1. Over .
Schafer: Roger, GCI.

Staxton: What's yvour fuel state, 94?
Quver

Schafer: About thirty per cent,
GClL

Staxton: That's what we
calculated. Can you tell us what
happened, 94? Quer.

Schafer: I don’t know. It came in
close ..... I shut my eyes ..... I H
figure I must've blacked out for

a few seconds.

Staxton: OK 94. Standby.

At this stage the Shackleton arrived
over Flamborough Head and began
circling before XS894 was vectored
into the area by the Staxton
controllers.

Schafer: Can you bring me in,
GCI? Over.

Staxton: Er ..... Hold station, 94.

Over.
Several minutes then elapsed as
Schafer was left to circle the
Flamborough area along with the
Shackleton.
In the meantime, Strike Command
HQ at High Wycombe had
instructed Staxton Wold to request
Schafer ditch his Lightning off
Flamborough.
Although he had ptentv oftfucl to
reach either ngarby‘Leconfield or
his home base of Binbrook, it
appears the-réason for High
Wycombe’s decision was a fear that
the Lightning had somehow become |,
contaminated during its mystery tl
interception over the North Sea.
It may well be that the fear was that
the aircraft had suffered radiation
contamination although some
weeks later, when the wreckage
was examined at Binbrook, there
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aircraft. Today, we reveal what happened when contact was finally made

ht, very brlght

ML

o trace of contamination by
ing other than salt water.

ton: Foxtrot 94. Can you ditch
-aft? Over.

ifer: She’s handling fine. I
bring her in. Quer.

‘ton: Negative, 94. I repeat, can
ditch aircraft? Qver.

1fer: Yeah ..... I guess.

ton.: Standby 94. Over. Oscar
Jver.

ckleton: 77.

ton: 94 is

L |
kThe canopy’s up
..... she’s floating

Shackleton: Negative. We're
going round again, pulling a
tight one.

Two minutes later:

Shackleton: The canopy’s up .....
she’s floating OK ..... can't see
the pilot. We need a chopper out
here, GCI. No, no sign of the
pilot. Where the hell is he?

Staxton: You sure he’s not in the
water, 77? Check your
SABRE receptions.
Qver. (Note: SABRE
was the search and
rescue beacon carried

ting. Can you OK ... can't see bvall RAF aircrew).
Uain wide : Shackleton: No
1it? Over. the p'|0t- We SABRE yet. No
ckleton: need a chopper Slares, either. Hang
rmative GCI. out here, GCI. on. We're going

-
ton: Thanks 77.
dby. 94, execute
ung procedure at
“discretion. Ovel
1fer:

sending now, GCI. Over.

'en six and seven minutes
2lapsed.
ckleton: He’s down, GCI.

of a splash ..... he’s down in
piece though. Over.

‘ton: Can you see the pilot yet?

No, no sign of
the pilot. Where
the hell is he? 3

7

round again.
Another two minutes
elapsed.

Shackleton: GCI.
Over.

Staxton: GCI. Over.
Shackleton: This is odd, GCL.
She’s sinking fast but ..... the
canopy’s closed up again. Over.
Staxton: Can you confirm pilot
clear of aircraft? Over.
Shackleton: He's not in it, we

can confirm that. He must be in
the water somewhere.

ILLUSTRATION: Geoff Woolston

Staxton: Any distress signals or
flares yet? Quer.

Shackleton: Negative, GCI.
Going round again. Quer.

Ninety seconds later the crew of the
Shackleton were back in contact.

Shackleton: She’s sunk, GCI.
There'’s a slight wake 1wvhere she
was. Still no sign of the pilot. I
say again, GCI, we need a
chopper here fast. Over.

Staxton: A Whirlwind’s on the way
JSrom Leconfield. Are you positive
you saw no sign of the pilot? Over.

Shackleton: Nothing GCI. The
first pass we assumed he was
unstrapping. He must have got
out as we went round for a
second pass ..... but why shut the
canopy? Over.

Staxton: That’s what we were
thinking. Maintain patrol 77, he
must be there somewhere. Over.

Shackleton: Roger, GCI. Over.

Shortly afterwards the search and
rescue Whirlwind from nearby
Leconfield arrived on the scene and
began a systematic search of the
ditching area. The aircraft were
shortly joined by lifeboats from
Bridlington, Flamborough and
Filey as the weather began to
deteriorate.

The search continued well into the
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next day but there were no
transmissions from the beacons
carried by the pilot and on board
the aircraft and the official reports
say no distress flares were seen.
However, the following day it was
reported flares had been seen about
10 miles offshore and the Grimsby
trawler Ross Kestrel, which was
passing through the Flamborough
area, had gone to investigate but,
even though more flares were seen,
she found nothing.

It was also reported that Captain
Schafer’s wife was at Binbrook
waiting for news of her husband.
But the Ministry of Defence were
doubtful whether there would be
any good news for her. “I don’t
think he got out of the plane,” a
spokesman told a reporter. “No
wreckage has been found.”

hree weeks later it
was reported that
the fuselage of the
aircraft had been
located on the
seabed and noted that the ejector
seat was still intact “giving rise to
the belief that the body of the pl]Ot
is still in the wreckage.”
On October 7, it was reported that
divers from HMS Keddleston had
inspected the wreckage and said
Captain Schafer’s body was still in
the cockpit.
When the wreckage of XS8%4 was
finally lifted from the sea bed some
Sl leShCS “I e N(u [TV I TRNTY
those days were
relatively common and
much of the wreckage
found its way into
Grimsby where often
photographers were on
hand to record the
event. But not with
XS894.
It was also cor-mon
practice for wrecked
aircraft to be taken to
the MoD’s Crash
Investigation Branch at
FFarnborough where
detailed examinations
were carried out in an attempt to
find the cause of accidents. But this
didn’t happen with XS984.
Instead, the remains of the aircraft,
which was in remarkably good
condition, were taken to Binbrook
where it was placed behind shutters
in the far corner of a hangar.
A team from Farnborough arrived
one wet winter’s day at Binbrook in
the belief that they were about to
start a detailed investigation
which, in turn, would lead to the
preparation of a report on the
incident to the Ministry of Defence,
the report being used as the basis
for an eventual inquiry into the loss
of Lightning X§894. But they were
in for a surprise.
They were astonished to find many
of the cockpit instruments missing.
These included the 2B compass,
voltmeter, stand-by direction
indicator, stand-by inverter
indicator and the complete
auxiliary warning panel from the
starboard side of the cockpit.
This was a serious breach of
regulations and, although the
investlgation team was promised
the instruments wotld be returned
shortly, they never were.
The ojector seat also seemed to be
‘wrong’ and there was a suspicion
later among the investigators that
it was not the one fitted to the
aircraft when XS89 took off from
Binbrook on its final flight. They
were even given an assurance by
the OC of 5 Squadron that the seat
had not been tampered with. But
some of the investigators were not
convinced.
Interestingly, the reader, who was

|
& About five
minutes later the
eastern sky lit up
rather like sheet
lightning, only it
took about 10
seconds to die
down again. J Bay,

serving at Binbrook at the time,
told us in 1988 that he recalled
seeing an official report on the
crash which suggested that the seat
was faulty and this was why
Captain Schafer failed to eject.
Brian McConnell, a former sergeant
at Binbrook, said the cartridge on
the seat had failed to fire because of
fanlty installation. However, this is
very much at odds with the eye-
witness account of the Shackleton
crew who saw the canopy raised.
Had any attempt been made to fire
it, it would have been blown off. It
also seems to conflict with the
account we have been given of the
order from Staxton Wold to Captain
Schafer to ditch his aircraft rather
than attempt to return to Binbrook
or land at Leconfield, only a few
minutes’ flying time from
Flamborough. And, remember,
Schafer has told his ground
controllers that XS894 was still
handling “fine” and he had plenty
of fuel left. During the few hours
the investigators were allowed to
examine the aircraft, they
themselves were constantly
supervised by five civilians, two of
them Americans.

At the end of the day the
investigation team was told curtly
that as nothing useful had been
discovered, their job was over.

The following day they were all
called into the main office at
Farnborough and told in no
uncertzain terms they were not to
dlscuss any aspect of the dxtchmg of

mystery uf XSHSM
goes cold. Well,
almost.

There is just one
further item of
information
available. On the
night of September
8, 1970, a couple and
their daughter were
walking their dog
along the coastal
path at Alnmouth

Northumberland -
almost opposite the
point over the North Sea where
Schafer made his interception -
when they saw and heard
something strange.

“We had been walking for maybe 10
minutes when we heard a very
high-pitched humming noise,” they
later said in a statement to MoD
personnel. “It seemed impossible to
tell from which direction the noise
was coming, it seemed everywhere.
It lasted for maybe 10 to 15 seconds.
“About five minutes later the
eastern sky lit up rather like sheet
lightning, only it took about 10
seconds to die down again.

Over the following three minutes
this happened many times, but the
‘lightning’ was only visible for a
second or two at a time, It appeared
very similar to the Northern
Lights. The whole spectacle was
completely silent.

“After two or three minutes there
was another flare-up of ‘sheet
lightning’.

This was followed by that awful
shrill sensation, only this time it
was worse. You could actually feel
your ears ringing.”

The family called in at the local
police station to report what they
had seen and heard. Their’s was
one of many similar reports that
night to both the police and the
RAF at nearby Boulmer.

The time and the location fit in
exactly with events going on 60
miles south at Staxton Wold and
they could have been watching
some Kind of natural phenomena.
Or there could be another
explanation. What do you think?
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE See ol E76 < E70 €35
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB
Telephone . (Direct Dialling)

{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
2 November 1992

Your letter dated 20 October to RAF West Drayton, in which you asked about the
crash of an RAF Lightning on 8 September 1970, has been passed to this office.

I have done some research into the loss of the aircraft, and have discovered
that it was taking part in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise designed to practise
the night shadowing and shepherding of low speed targets. For the purpose of
the exercise, the targets involved were Shackleton aircraft. The Lightning
crashed into the sea while attempting to intercept one of the Shackletons.
There is no indication of any "unidentified aircraft" having been encountered,
and no reason to suggest that there is any sort of UF0 incident in any way
connected with this tragic crash.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your research.

sz g, m;«"/fi
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Date: 20.10.92.

Dear Sir,

I wonder could you help me with some information. ] am attempting {0 research
an incident that took place on September 8, 1970.

The incident in quest}ani' i_m?olved an RAF Lightning Jjet from RAF Binbrook
piloted by Captsin. ¥illiam Schafuer. The aircraft, XS804, a Lightning F6, was
Foxtrot 94 on the evening in question.

D= tkz sveming iz guestion (Gotober 8, 19707 unfortunately the aircraft piloted
by Captain Schafer mahsd after being ‘ordered’' to intercept an “unidentified
aircraft® picked up on ‘radar by Sam Vord amongst others. A number of c;ther
aircraft were also involved as well as other defence astabnahnents.

I would therefore like to request any ana ali data that ‘yqu have on this
particular iscident. ' :

Yours Sincersly,

U

Zan T AnHA 0T M Lifu g M e somne



o , _ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room- 40 F4

See olse F76 )
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE o E%e £45 ‘
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB 7

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

QOur reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3

Date R

21 October 1992

pém -

Thank you for your letter dated 15 October in which you asked if we had any
material relating to an alleged UFO incident that occurred during 1970.

/

Regrettably, if we had received a UFO report, the appropriate file would by now
have been archived, and sent to the Public Record Office, where it would be
covered by the 30 year rule, and not be available for viewing until 30 years
after the last action was taken. Although it does not help-in this instance,
you will wish to be aware that all UFO reports (even if they were made by
pilots) should be submitted to this office. I have certainly not heard this
story before, and have come across no references to any such incident.

Vhile wve do not have a UF0 report, I have been able to trace‘information
relating to the loss of the Lightning aircraft. The aircraft concerned was
taking part in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise designed to practise the night
shadowing and shepherding of low speed targets. For the purpose of the
exercise, the targets involved were Shackleton aircraft. There is no indication

of any UFO sighting having occurred, and no indication of any unusual or high
speed contact.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your research.

Yours in 6&*’09 ,

wm,%%wm

Recycled Paper



15/10/92

Having been directed to you as one who deals with UFO reports I wonder
if you can help with my enquiry.

My enquiry concerns a UFO sighted and tracked by the RAF during 1970. <
The details are as follows: =

At 20.17 on the night of September 8th 1970 radar operators at Saxa
Vord picked up an unidentifed target travelling south west. Thinking
this was an ordinary intrusion by Russian 'planes they scrambled two
Lightnings from RAF Leuchars. As the 'planes were vectored onto the
target in accelerated to approx 17,400 mph and vanished from the
screen. Hardly the speed of anything flying at the time, I'm sure you
will agree. Two F4 Phantoms were then scrambled from the USAF base at
Keflavik in Iceland. These also failed to locate the target, despite
having radar contact.

Eventually a Lightning was scrambled from RAF Binbrook in Lincolnshire
and vectored onto the target by radar controllers at RAF Staxton Wold.
The Lightning, number XS894, left Binbrook at 22.06 and managed a
visual contact with the object, now off the Yorkshire coast. The
Lightning pilot described the object as a UFO, being too bright to
look at easily and of a conical shape. As he closed on the object it
turned toward him and all radio contact was lost. The Lightning was
later found on the sea bed of Flamborough Head.

As the details of time, place etc are so specific perhaps you could
let me know anything else which exists on file about this case. If
perhaps the information would be elsewhere as the UFQ sighting was
made by a pilot then perhaps you could forward me the name and address
of the correct person to approach. I look forward to receiving your
reply and hopefully further details about this fascinating, and
obviously well-documented case. :
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have been very helpfull {to me.You szI probably reczll from my f£il
that I am a former FR I/0 NoD (RAF.)I gtill take a profound interest in

the RAF and it's raservés'in which I served for many years.
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nleo give me a USAF adéress in that I way obiain another view of it?
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-}’Q‘M T zu =lszo seeking information on which <AP siaition trained
fity
eiT gumers during the second year of the Xorean Tar (E*srge cy}*aybe it
- weg the one near ‘37acknool .which was also a Driver's Scnoo'!*“’mtm..
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Finélly.Cauld‘you please tell me which

<] RA? sguadror went to
Xorea and Japan;salsc what type of Bombers/Tighiters it had.hat was its home
baze,alno the Japanese and Yorcan bases?l &n slso leoking for some aircrew

names,nalnly pilots;gunners and Wireless COperators.

vic last corrvesponded during Peb,19590.,Ref:D/AHB(RAF)S/1,
I am now 63 ycare of age,but I wish I was young enougi to enlist with AHE.
Such Hisgtory would put me in my natural siement.Cne Szy,I may wani to know
about the eariy W1 signals system,and the raZio seits which were used,but
that may come later as "enough is enough” for voth of us.] am willing to

pay for the resesarch of information,Thank you for your past help.

ours gincerely.

AHB3, RAF,
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G.: . @ LIGHTNING+{CATS, CATSI?
SUBQ. :REPG  Xga%47
SORTED BY: »

IBENYIFICATI&N

ACC IDENT CATS ACC. NTO. ¢ 70: 0638
CBIEPTO TIME: R1424 USN: BINNO\N\ZO
LIGHTNING Fé TAIL NO. ;. X5u94

5 8GN HINGROOR

CL: AIRCREW FACTOR , SAFETY EMERGENCY EQUIP

DATES. 70

s T L A

SUMMARY :
ILIM NUSTW. Jowe Fubalifg, NDurweny exercise. TACEVAL.
During in invarcaasion, Law *lying.
At nighe. L70FE GhE,
Egjection seak, Parsi dakachad. Distractian. Adverafi flew into ground. Ejection
agandanmenty.
THE SGUADRON COMMANDER CLEAREDR THE PILOT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE TaCEvAL.
THEREFOQRE, M THE DELIEF THAT HE WOULD NOT BE IMUOLVED IN A SHADOWING OR
SHEPHERDING MISSINN, GNRNOWM TR THE STATIOM AMD SQLADROM, THE TACEVAL TEAM
HAD JUST CHANGED THE SE(ERCISE SCENARID FROM NORMal. IMTERCEPTIONS 1D
INTERCEATICM, CR SHAROWING OR SHEPHERDIMG DN 5L0W SPEED LOW FLYIMG TARGETS.
THE TARGETS WERE SHACKLETIM ANCG FLYIME AT L&0 KNOTH, AND AT THE MINIMUM
AUTHORIBED FEIGHT OF (500 FEET A8 SPECIFIED N GROUP DRDERS. THE PILAT TDOK
OFF AND WAS STTLL UMAWARS OF THE TYPE CR HEIGHT OF HIS TARGET., HE WAS TOLD
TO ACCELERATE TOWARDS THE TARSET WHICH WAS 28 NME AWAY, AT 203%2: THE PILLOT
ACKNOWLESBED INSTIUSTIONS, HE WAS SIVER VARIDUS ALTERATIONS 0 HEADING
UNTIL MHE AMMOCUMNCED THAT HE WAS IM CCMTACT WITH LIGHTS JUT WOULD MAVE 70
MANDEUVRS TU SLTW DOWNy HIS VIILE SCUNDED STRAIMED AS THIUGR HE WAS
AFTECTIED 3Y 6. AT 204172 THE AC WAS SEEN BY THE OTHER LIGHTMING PILOT, WHO
HAD LAY SROAEN AMAY FROM THE TARGET., TO BE ABOUT 2, 000 YARDS ABTERN AND
SO0 TR 1.A0e F ABCVE THE SHACKLETOM, IM A PORT TURN. THE SHACKRLETON CREW
THENM SaAk M™E a0, APPARENTLY VERY LOW. WHEM AT 20422 THBE LIGHTMING FILOT
SANEDS TE AKHCHLEDSE IMSTRUCTIONS, HE INSTITUTED EMERGENCY PROCEDURES.
HOMEWER, WE ESPSUIENMCED DIFFICULTY IM MARING CONTACT WITH THE SHACKLETOM
BEQAISE HE 0ID MGT HAVE (MFEDTATE ACCESS T 243.0 MHI. AN IMMEDIATE AIR
SEMACH g% THE TARGET SHACKLETION, AND SUBSEAQUEMT ATR\SEA BEARCH THE
FOLLOWIR 847 FATLED Y0 DETECT AMY TRALE OF THE ANC OR PILOT. FROM
CALCHLATIONG PROVIDED 0¥ THE 33101 ANG EAPERT SOURCES. A SEARCH 8Y A4 RN
MINESWEESIR "LOUATED" THE WRECKAGE MEARLY 2 MONTHS LATER. THE AV WAS IN A
SOMPLETE 3TATE EXCEPT THAT THE PORT WIMG HAD HROKEM OFF AND BUGKLED UNDER THE
FUSELSGE, Ao SNME FUSELACE FAMELS YWERE MISSING THE COCKPIT CANOPY WAS
ATTACRED T LI07T JUIHED AND THERE WA MO SICM OF THE PILAT. EXAMINATION QF
THE WRELAAMT SHUWEDS THAT THE A\C HAD STRUCK YTHE SEA AT a LOW SPEED. IM A
TALL~DCUWM ATTITUDL WITH & AIMAL SaTE OF DESCENT. IT APPEARED TO HAVE
PLAMED 2 THE SURFACE AND COME TOOREST COMPARATIVELY SLOWLY. BOTH
THROTTLLS WERLE (ot THE REHEAT GATER, THERE WAS A NOSE-UP TRIM OF & DEG,
NG MAG UR. FLaPT GOWM AND AIRZRANES DUT. THERE WaS MO SIGN OF FIRE OR
SUPLOGION ARD CXPENT EXAMINATION REVEALED ND INDICATION THAT THE A\GC WAS
THER MM SERV ICEABLE AT {MPACT, THE 30AR0D CONCLUDED THAY A COMBINATION .
GF A DIFFICLLY TH8R 1IN RUSHED CIACUMSTANCES AND LACK OF TRAINING IN THE LOW
GPEED VISIDENT WD SHEPHERDIMG TESHMILGUES, LED T0O A SITUATION WHERE THE
ROAT FAILED 10 SMITOR THE HETQHT OF HIS &\C HHILST SULOWING DOWRM AND
SR PN WDE TARGET, WD THAT HE HAD ITMADVERTEMTLY FLONN HIS ANC INTO THE
TN OTHE A ILIT aAD ATTEHPTED THedELOVER THE SITUATIOM 3Y SELECTING REREAT,
WH{CH FALLED T TaKE EFFEIT, SITHY THE AMNC TAIL SKIMMING 0OM THE WATER.
Sz eaun.
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ROYAL LIR FORCGE .
ATIRCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORT

~ Date:
Adrorafts
Crew:
Sortie:

Casualties:
Areraft Damage:
Tnlt:

t Ciroomstences - -

8 Septexmber 1970
Lightning ¥k F6 X§ 894
One

Tactical Evaluation Ezemise - Night
Shadowing and Shepherding of Low Speeé.
Targets

One killed
Category 5 ~
No 5 Squadron, BAF Bimbrook

1. Y¥o 5 Squadron was participating in s Strike Command Tactical Evaluation
(Taceval) exercise st RAF Birbrock, The pilot of the accident alveraft wes a
E'Sﬂ‘ exchange officgr whome experience included two tours of duby on USAF F102
_all _weather flghter ai:ceraft» He had accumulated 121 hours on I;i,gérhntng

----------------

" limitation on his operationsl status was due to his need for further '(:rainmg in.

H L = ’:
T o enr aer aem e e
i . 0

' .

N

This was an mmsu&.ly short per:.o&. but the oategory was ;}usﬁiﬁ.ed 'by h:.s IISAF

Texperience as squadron pilot and OCU instructor, and by “hig resulfs in’ aimulator

training and dusl flying tsctical and weapons checks on the Lightning The -

meximm effective use of the Lightning weapons system and because hs had not
yet met the requirement for full vigident missions, he had completed only two oi‘
the specified three phases of preparation. In consequemce at his. stage of ’
training et the time of the accident he would only have been clesred for

| shedowlng and shepherding tasks with the target in full visual cortact. The
\ Squadron Commander cleared the pllot to participate in the Taceval, therefore,
in the belief that he would not be involved in s shadowing or shepherding ‘

migsion. '

-
3

a.!.rcraft, of which 18 were at night, and had obbtainsd a Green Instrument Ba.‘hiﬁg. *

i

:

2. On the day of the accident the pilot was ordered to his aircraft at 18342 :
hours, and, after waiting on readiness, was scrambled at 19472 hours. He

started taxying, however his scramble was cancelled and he was ordered back o
diaperael. On return he ordered fuel only and no twrmround sem:{.cingg
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‘4o standing instwctions the engineer officer on duty ordered e full turmround.
: The turnround wag delayed, and during this delay the pilot was warmed that he

w1’ yould be serambled as soon as he was resdy. FHe asked the grounderew %o expedite '

i the turnround, however, before it was completed he called for engine starting, - ;
fai,lad to glgn the servicing certificate and, texied out at 20257 bours. As he

. entered the mmway the metal tummund boaxd. snd sttached servicing cemifz.cate

¢+ fell off the alroraf, -

:f ' D

‘'3, TUnknown o the station end squidron, the Taceval team had just changed the “

exeroine seenario from normal intercep’cmns to interception, or ghadowing or -

ghepherding en slow gpeed-low flying targets. The ta,.geta were Shackleton

aireraft flying et 160 mots, and at the minimm au‘hnoriseé. hei@:rh of 1500 feet x

gs specified in Group Orders. The minimum speed for Tightning siveraft for

" vigident practices is 200 knots, which was not specified as an order, but was

:v refoerred to in the Lighining squadron training syllabus The gyllsbus made no

refarence to shadowing or shepherding $echniques. - Shedowing and shepherding are

r however included in the war task of L:.gh’(m:.ng squadmns and, t}ms, were '

theore’cically subject 'I:o Teoeval.

s v

.

.......

.‘”B‘Eill wmaware of the type or height of his target, He was handed over to the
| MRS and wes glven in a ghort space of time, the QRH, and height of target (1J5GOa
_ ft) , and a ghadowing task with target speed of 160 knots. He was told to
¢ gecelerate towards the targel which was 28 nms away. At 20392, the piloi
ecknowledged instruotions to ascelerate o 0.95M to effect a rapid take over
i from another Lightning, this in a tone of auz;izise. He was given various
* glterations to heading wntil he announced that he was in comtact with lights but
* would have %o manoeuvre to slow down; his voice sounded strained as though he was
affected by 'G'., At 20407 the MRS broadecast that the Controller was being
, ' changed; at this time the Lighining was turming port &% sbout 220 knots. At
. ‘20413 the aircraft was seen by the other Lighining pilot, who bhed Just broken .
!laway from the target, tp be at sbout 2,000 yards astern and 500 to 1,000 feet
‘above the Shackleton, fn & port turn. The Shackleton crew then saw the alrcraft,
apparently very low. The MRS Chlef Controller had sppreciated that this was a
difficult interception, and had monitored the latier sztages very closely. When
' at 20422 the Lightning pilot failed to acknowledge instructions, he instituted

UNGish&SiFIED
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14, The pilot took off at 20302 and was ordered o cli::fo"bd FL 100; he waa ~ 7
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.t .imea:.a:he alr search by the target Shackleton, and subsequent air/_sea gearch the ‘

1
s e 4 et o e o & v - ——

‘emergency procedures, bwever, he experienced dn.fflculty in making contact with
,the Shackleton because he did not have immediate mccess %o 243.0 Mhz An

1following day, failed o detect emy trace of the alroraft or pilot.

Detemnaticn of Causes ’ A 5 | fé'
;'En From caloulations provided by the Board of Inquiry and exper} sourcesy a
'sesrcn by a BN minesweeper "locgbed" the wreckage nearly 2 memths lzter, The
ai:araﬁ was in a complete state except that the port wing had broken off and
*buckle& under the fuselage, and some i‘uaelage panels were misging, The cockpi{;
cancpy was attached but not closed and there was no sign of the pilot.

S——
——
e, et

B T R T

 Examination of the wreckage showed that the. ai_crai‘t ‘had siruck the mea 8t a low -

spee&, in g tail-down attitude with o minimal rate of descert. TIb _appeared to

: heve planed on the surface and come to rest compa::atively slowly. ‘Both ‘bhro‘atlesz

‘were in the reheat gates, there was 2 mose—up irim of &° » undercarriage was up,

: flaps down and airbrakes out. There was no sign of fire or explogion and expert -

exaanimticn ref?ealed no indication that the aircraft was otner “I:I:an servioaable
a’s impao‘k

s T ':'6; The ejection seat lower handle had been pulled to the full extent 'silib%ed

‘oy the interrupter link on the main gun -sesr. The canopy gun sesr had been -
. withdrawn, but the canopy gun cartridge had received only a 13.@%' percussion

' gtrike and had not fired. The canopy had been released by the normal uperat:!né
- lever, the harnesgs QHB was undone, the PEC discormected and the PSP lanyard had

. been releaged from the life preserver and was lying tangled in the cockpit.

7. The Board concluded that a combination of a difficult task in rushed

' oiroumstances and lask of training in the low speed visident and sghepherding
| teckniques, led to s situation where the pilot failed to momitor the helght of -

s
H

was unsucceasful because of the inbtexruption of the sequence by the fzilure of
. the canopy to jettison. He then mamuzlly zbandoned the gircraft but because he

}

H
i
i
{
!

s e . .- L

| has not been found, he was presumed to have drowned during &r after his escape.

" his aiveraft whilst slowing down and scquiring his target, and that he had
.’ma.d.vertenﬂy flown hies alroraft into the sea. The pilot had attempted to

:zecover the gituation bg selecting rehoat, which failed to take effect, with the

aimraft tail skimming on the water. He had then initiated an ejection which

3
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8, The light pemussion strike on '!;he canopy gun cartri,dge occurred because of }
+ negligent servicing, in that the firing wnit was incorrectly seated because of « |
Ve damaged sovew threads. , g 5
; - AL , §
' 9. The Board made & mumber of recommendations relsting to :Inoansis’cemiea and :
omissiona in orders, instruetions and the training syllsbus, concerning low s@eed L
! visi&en»s and the shadowing and shepherding techniques. They slso made R I

[T P

¢
DR xacomenaations congerning the access of MESs t0 emergency f::eauenciea, and for. | :
P remac‘iial action concerning Lighining canopy ejec‘b:.on guns. ‘

'. : o

' Remerks of the Mx Officer camsmggg:m@iaf F ' o
1 10. The A0C-in-C stated that in common with so meny’ acoié.an‘hs, this aocldent hed -
'no single root camse, end he sgreed with the Board's conclusions.  He said that ;
+ the pilot made an error of judgmeni in gllowing his aircraft o get into = Pl
- position from which he was unsble to recover. Because of mitigating cireumstances,
. hig error was excuseable. -

v e e o
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. -':'11. The E.Oé-in-—c*isfcc;mez‘r&s‘ on the ‘Board's recommendations Aara 66;eréd. ﬁalo%. i ;

- g AAe———

4.
- rewme e b s em

‘ ~3.2. The Board's recommendation concerning access 1o the emexrgency radio frequ.ency
" t by the MRS was not accepted by the A00-in-C, who stated that MRS§ already have [

 the feoility to select 243.0 Mha slthough they do not normally monitor it. He
; ‘ considered that the allocation of a safety frequency for use a.u::ing all peacetime
3 ", exercises had more merit.

. 13« The hitherto undetected wealmess in training for the idmztiﬁoaticn,
- ghadowing end shepherding of low altitude, low speed targets, have been z-ec'bified
_ as follows: .
o - Yo 11 (Fighter) Group Air Staff Orders now specify o minimum speed for
4 % .. visident targets, and minimum arget speeds and heights for shadowing and
'+ -7 ghepherding operations by day and night. ‘
b,  New tactics have been devised and published in the Lightning Tactics
Manual,
¢, Shadowing and shepherding tasks have been included in ‘hhe Anrmal
Training Syllabus for Lightning Squadrons.
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: d. Pilots of aireraft under GCI ccntml nra.s‘t: now reaa. ‘oa.ck altimeter

! gettings before &eacenamg to low level,

" e, A radio mafety frequency is allocated for all exermsea.

f. During al1 peztiﬂan‘h exercises, a target radio freq_uency Plsn will be
avallable go that two way comminiestion between the MRS and tas:ge"s airmaf‘.;
can be aa’habliahed rapiély in sny emergency situation.

o we em e w
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: 14. Servieing procedm:es for 'bhe ingpecotion, re-grming and servioing of canopy -

firmg units have been smended., . _;,:* .

\ 15. All ¢jection geat firing units of a type similar 4o that which preven‘b‘éd

H

* ejection In this accident have been inspected for signs of&ma.ge.

©16. The design of the canopy firing unit has been examined. No change will be
me.de, however, the Design Authority has been made aware of the failu::e for
. gongideration in future aeeigns ,

A

‘17, The éafiéienéiéé ‘revealed by the change of controller at the MES snd the !
] ‘
, over~xapid a‘btempt to effeot the chm:geovez: of {:he mtemept.ng ai:rcra.f.'t, ha:ve

........

»
g W e RaTuee < 5w sas

[

! been drawm to 'L'hé attention of the MBS, . e b

— e m s e - - - PP SR PRI s e m - s v . e e wee e . . A ey e e ot e as v e e

j 18 The effect of the falsa soramble and the interrupted -hnmgma, in pmdnc.ing i A

t
: con&:.‘clons of strees, has been drawn to the attention of gll 11 G:cup Stations,

| 19. The deficlencies in planning, and limison with the stabion operatlons staff
' concexning the change of exercise scenario, have been investiga‘ked with the MRS
. and Taceval Team. :

| 20. Fegligenoe in the fitting of the canopy jettison firing walt could not be
attrituted to any specific person. The Corporsl who was respensible for

; servicing the wnit was found excusably negligent. No disciplinary sction was ;-
_‘teken againgt him because of the involvement of other persomel, the lack of

- ‘olear servicing instructions and guidance on the acceptable degree of burring of

the screw threads, the lack of evidence that he had caused the dammge to the
threeds, and becsusge he did not finally fit the unit to the jettison gun.
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' IFS(RAF) Cemse Coding
;21. Main Cause Group:
122, Codes:  690.6
' 330.5
47043
71644
410.9

540
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Arerew Error.

Inadequate onmderss " .
Bervicing error. '
Inexperience on airoraft type.
Rushed operation, Cos ,
Distractmn. :

Error of skill (failed %o monitor al‘bituﬁe auring
low level exercise at night) -~

Bjection seat; miscellanecus (cano;py firing mi-&}
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