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NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE FORCE

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS (UFO) FILES

COPIES FOR RELEASE TO THE PUBLIC

File Number: AIR 39/3/3 Volume 3

File Title: Reports of UFO’s

File Timespan: Opened: 1979 - Closed 1980

File Declassified: September 2010

\

Location of Original File: Held at Archives New Zealand

Access to Original File: Restricted until 2050

File Contains: Reports of UFO sightings from members of the public

and military personnel. Correspondence from / to UFO research

groups in NZ and requests for UFO information from overseas

researchers. Press release summary of investigation into the 1975

Kaikoura sightings.



NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE FORCE

PUBLIC RELEASE OF UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

(UFO) FILES

These copied and redacted files of correspondence on Unidentified Flying

Objects dating from 1952 to 2009 have been Declassified and released to the

public by the New Zealand Defence Force under the Official Information Act.

Access to the original files held by Archives New Zealand is restricted up until

the year 2080 for Personal Privacy reasons. These copied files have had the

personal details of members of the public making UFO reports removed to

preserve their privacy. Personal details of service personnel and civilians

employed by the New Zealand Defence Force and other Government

Departments and Agencies have not been removed. No other information

has been removed or omitted from these files.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF FILES

Correspondence on Flying Saucers began in New Zealand Defence Force

files in 1952 and continued under different names, Unidentified Flying Objects

(UFO) and Unidentified Aerial Sightings (UAS) until the present. The files

contain reports of sightings by private individuals and military personnel,

investigations by Defence and other Government Departments and agencies

into these reports, newspaper clippings on UFOs and letters from individuals

who claim to be in touch with alien beings and craft.

While the files are in general date order from 1952 until the present some file

periods overlap with one another and the documents within each file are not

necessarily in strict date order. There can be duplicate documents within

each file and copies of the same documents (particularly media releases and

reports) can appear in different files.

ACCESS TO UFO FILES

These redacted files are available in hard copy from the Defence Library c/o

Headquarters New Zealand Defence Force Aitken St Wellington. They are

not available in electronic format.



so
al

an
g

sL
oa
ra
ns

i
s
a
l
u
a
s
-
a
n
s

s
g
a
1
u
a
s

t
A
Y
O
D
S
L
V
O
 
T
W
S
O
d
S
i
d

S
u
u
o
d
s
z
a

a
 

tie
s o

s s
ear
 P

| 
sn

oA
ag

“
O
°
a
'
N
 
F
O
 
S
L
A
O
A
L
E

S
N
O
U
N
V
I
T
A
O
S
I
N

S
y

S
a
l
a
 
I
N
V
A
S
T
S
Y
 
Y
S
H
L
O

DECLASSIFIED |

n
a
r
y
 
ju
an
ba
sq
ng

MAY BE RELEASED —-
PUBLIC ACCE

Gl
es
sa
yz
er
sp
os
oi
 a

pg

“
O
N
 
Al

ly

o
y

= m
e
e
 
53
 

je
£
5

c

Ref pence

Appbintnjent3 Date: / /
“tor HQ N2 DEFENCE FORCE

TRANSIT DIRECTIONS

Actioned by Actioned by

Folio Referred Date Fotio| Preferred Date Folio Referred Dato
Initials, Date Initials | Date Initials} Date

fot be, sala sou Beal tne Es PY3 | |ecamst [she
AL Roudie lake el pal ) ype,
9a] PaolatA lade | sas. Ay

| SASe, Kk
AS Poin 4)
foe.Gh ub

Actioned by

SI
NI

NL
UV

dI
d 

|

S
n

a«

=

Ofs > Tf

Na cenenl 7 lt
1 los en ee

RDO 2 H

eo eee he

D
E
E

 R
e

= 
ye
e

G
a
d
a



°
“
U
B
L
I
C

 A
C
C
E
S
S

 T
O

 T
H
I
S
 F
I
L
E

r

a VETTING RECORD SHEET

PLEASE COMPLETE ONLY ONE PAGE PER RECORD

NZDF STORAGE NO

*HONZDF/ARMYNAVY/AIR FORCE/I8@ FILE *Delete as appropriate

FILENO_& 2) 2 z LOCATION__FRB AREYES AY.

PARTNO 3S TYPE

(File or Non File Material)

Series BRFARTS

Sub-Series WIS Fit AA Fouls

Subject AEAnTS AF LD

Date of first document 3 _/2./LF 2?9 Date of last document {F /12./JISO

Please Tick the Appropriate Boxes:

-——

No NZ Documents on File No Foreign Source Documents on File

LANG Classified Documents on File Some Foreign or Special-Source Documents

placed on restricted Parallel File

Lee Some NZ (Non-NZDF) Documents placed on
-| NZ Documents Cleared for Access Restricted Parallel File

Some All Foreign Source Documents
No Classified NZ Documents on File or Cleared for Access

R

16 e on I January in the Year 2052
again before the Year 2060

r
a\ 
ng
}

O
D

SMMENTS IF NECESSARY

C
T
1
9
8

3 = =
D
y
e

 weWile capers, Ad2co|lanous LLE Sapp peparks

Fle asp rasbeyns toy pf poadia Please "ellcaxz
mpowyd ban idhe wis didspat alti lf Hs
Rowe of the Sud Talend 79h MerolOZ.

) (y2e. Ses
YIN

 FO
RM

AT
I O

N A

i i 
Lap.

{7} a

etting Pomiienced 2 /QQ 0 Vetting Completed 4Al4,[]e12
TAMP (place relevant NZDF decision STAMP here, sign and date)

N
 A
C
C
O
R
D
A
N
C
E

 W
I
T
H

 T
H
E

 P
R
I
V
A
C
Y

F
I
C
I

P
R
O
V
I
S
I
O
N
S
.

 O
F

 S
E
C
T
I
O
N

 9
 O
F

 T
H
E

x



Te Rua Mahara @ te Kawanatanga

ARCHIVES
NEW ZEALAND

GOVERNMENT LOANS SERVICE* |

PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE THIS SHEET

This item is part of the holdings of Archives New Zealand, and

is a PUBLIC ARCHIVE on TEMPORARY LOAN to your office.

Production: 2010 03 2 046%

Agency: _ 9 8rK

Series: _ 72 8/

Accession: _W¢753

Box/File: /¢<~

Shelf No: 77 _32/ 9

PLEASE TREAT THIS ITEM WITH CARE:

* Do not remove any item from this file ©

Do not add any item to this file

Do not write on or erase anything from this file

Do not flag, label, or otherwise damage this file

This loan is valid for three months from ....28.AUG 2010

PLEASE RETURN WITHIN THREE (3) MONTHS TO

Government Loans Service

Archives New Zealand Head Office

Ground Floor Reception,

10 Mulgrave Street

WELLINGTON

OR ASK FOR AN EXTENSION

Phone: (04) 894 6063

Fax: (04) 495 6210

Email: government.loans@archives.govt.nz

Unless returned within 3 months, or extended, overdue charges will apply
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749-4299 Air 39/3/3 PR

15 December 1980

Mr Peter G. Keane
35 Greville Avehue
Flinders Park 5925
SOUTH AUSTRALIA’

Dear Sir,

Thank you' for your letter of 5 December.

There is rio objection to you publishing the material I passed
to you. Tt was published in the media in this country at the time
of its initial release.

The RNZAF study will not be released to the public, However
the material T passed to you is a summary of the Findings of that
study. .

The news release paper used to carry the material passed to you
is the neus release paper used daily by this office to pass
information on RNZAF activities to the media. The Footnote is
only inéluded to prompt newa editors,

ie this instance there is nothing further that I can add to
the i formation I have already passed to you. However there have
been independent reports including a book called "Kaikoura UFO's"
by Captain Bill Startup and Neal Tilinguworth, It is published
by Hodder and Stoughton and is priced here at $12.95,

iM thank; you for your inquiry.

Yours faithfully,
i

!

4

eT 7
(C. D, COLE)

, Squadran Leader
/ RNZAF Public Relations Officer.

oN ,
!

“



Peter G.Keane

5/12/80 55 Greville Ave

Flinders Park 5025

yon t South Australia.

id £ Squadron Leader Cole,

/

Iam in receipt of your recent letter regarding earlier

earlier enquiries-of mane re-UFO reports from 1979 and I am particularly appreciative

of your assistance,however,I must implore your help with the following:

I hope that there is na objection to me reproducing the three page RNZAF News Service

Telease on the recent UFO sightings that you sent me for the publication,"Australian

Unidentified Flying Objects",written with Mr D.W.Mitchell,a writer for the "Scientific

Australian" magazine.

This bulletin will be reproduced in its entirety as an example of official comments

on the NZ UFO events along with the DSIR Report No.659 which deals with the explan~

ations of these sightings and which I have the DSIR's permission to use.

Also I would like to know if the RNZAF's study of the UFO sightings wifl be released

to the public and if so,when ?

In addition is it possible to obtain further detailed information on pre RNZAF in

vestigated UFO sightings for DEC/SAN.(1978/79),particularly the proposed explanations

for them( a printed caption on the bottom of the News Service release states that,"...

further information can be obtained from the Public Relations Officer...Defence Head-=

quarters,Wellington") ?

Your assistance in these matters is greatly appreciated and is of considerable

importance to my investigation.

In hoping that you will assist,I am,sincerely,

\ 7!
' ee a

\ \

\ never S.Hpane.

\ we

O Cena

J
A
N



veuy

MXXKKK

749-299 Air 39/3/3 PR

25 November 198!

Mr Petar G. Keane
55 Greville Ave

Flinders Park 5025

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of 13 November seeking a copy of

the RNZAF atudy into Unidentified Flying Gbjecta in the Clarence
River/Kaikoura regions.

The report on the RNZAF's investigation has not been made
public. However a statement containing the findings of the

investigation was released at the time. I have enclosed a copy
for you.

This particular study waa an isolatad {nveatigation.
The RNZAF does not normally undertake detailed investigations into
sightings of Unidentifiad Flying Objects. We do however, consult

with other Government agencies in an endeavour to eliminate any
obvious explanations,

I thank you for your interest,

Yours faithfully,

(C. 0. COLE)
Squadron Leader

RNZAF Public Relations Officer



13/11/80

wees

t “s Sir,

Peter G.Keane

55 Greville Ave
Flinders Park 5025

Sth. Australia

Recently it has come to my attention that the New Zealand Air Force

has prepared a study of the New Zealand UFO sightings in the Clarence

River - Cook Strait regions between December 20th, 1978 and January 10th,

1979 which is available to the general public.

I am at present compiling a publication entitled "Australian Unidentified

Flying Objects"(written in collaboration with Mr 0.W.Mitchell,a writer

for the "Scientific Australian” magazine) which is a skeptical work on this

subject and which in part deals with the above dated New Zealand UFO ,

events.

Therefore I request one copy of the NZAF official report on these sight-

ings and any other publication by the Air Farce available to the public

that provides explanations for these phenomena.

Please notify me as to what costs are required to obtain these.

IT have recently obtained a copy of the Department of Scientific and

Industrial Research Organisation's Report No.659("Unfamilar Observa-

tions of Lights in the Night Sky",by Mr W.Ireland) which has provided

me with an excellent study of these occurrences,however,I also desire

the Air Forces report an these matters to,a) establish beyond doubt that

perfectly natural explanations exist for these sightings,b)to provide a

most detailed analysis of the sightings from both sides,pro or can,for

a balanced symposium and c) to verify its conclusions for each particular

UFD case with those in the DSIR Report.

Any further information that you may require will be gladly supplied

and in hoping that you will assist,I thank you for your time and energy.

Yours sincerely,

’ 7
Peter G.Keane. !
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749-299 Air 39/3/3 PR

25 November 1985

Mr . Nickson

167 Seabank Road

Wallasey

Merseyside L45 7aL

ENGLAND

Pear Sir,

Thank you for your letter cf 3 November seeking 
information

concerning an RNZAF investigation inte unidentifi
ed aircraft.

I believe the investigation you area referring to ocsurred early
in 1979 when the RNZAF investigated reported si

ghtings of
tinddentified Flying Objects on tha north-east coast

 of the South
Island of New Zealand.

The RNZAF doses not undarteks detailed investi
gations into

sightings of Unidentified Flying abjects and the
 investigation

carried out at that time was sn isolated 
instance.

The investigation report hes not been made pu
blic but a

atatemant of the Pindings of the investigation was 
released at the

tima.

A copy of that statement which vill provides t
he information you

seak, is enclosed.

Yours faithfully,

ae

(c. 0. COLE)
Squadron Leader

RNZAF Public Relations ofPicer
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749~299 Air 39/3/3 PR

40 July 1980

Mr Kiel. Hastings

5 Carkeeak Street

Seddon

MARLBOROUGH

Oear Kaith,

. Thank you for your letter seeking information on

unédentified Flying Objects for a school project. Please

achept my sinesre apologies far not replying sooner but I have

Seen overseas.

“1 am afraid I am unable to help you as the RNZAF

does not- undertake detailed investigations into UFO sightings.

’ There are a number of organisations in New Zealand

that undertake research into sightings and I would suggaat that

you contgict the New Zealand UFO Studie Cantre, 5 Ngahu Crescent,

Eladon, Wellington.

I thank you for your enquiry.

Yours Paithfully,

eos
Squadron Leader
RNZAF Public Relations Officer
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749-299 Air 39/3/3 PR

41 June 1986

Mr Darren W Mitchell
434 Magill Road

Kansington Gerdsnse

South Australia 5068

AUSTRALTA

Dear See,

Thank you for your letter concerning investigations by

the ANZAF into racent sightings of Unidantified Flying Gbjects. |

I am afraid you have bean mislead by AAP reportea emphasising

tadar observations and Air Forea investigations into recent

UFO sightings.

The RNZAF does not conduct detailed investigations into

sightings and I am not aware of any reported radar observations.

Nor am I aware of eny activity similar to the Kaikoura sightings

of last year. Some sighting# vere reported in the Hutt Valley

area near Wellington.

I thank you for your inquiry.

Yours Pfeithfully,

(G. BD. COLE)
Squadron Leader

RNZAF Public Relations Officer



South Aust.Australia 5068
Ministry of Defence

AIR STAFF Headquarters

Wellington,N.Z.

16/5/80AIR 39/3/3

Dear Mr.C.D.Cole(RNZAF Public Relations Officer),

Would you please be ableto supply me with full details of the RNZAF investigation of recent UFOreports. Australian Associated Press information led me to bekieve that thereis renewed ‘activity!’ similar to that reported a little over a year ago.ThePress material emphasised radar observations and Air force 'aeraal! investigat—ion.Any details pertaining to these recent events and possible explanations,whether official or Personal would be of great help.

Thanking you in my investigations,

Darren W.Mitchell

i!a

434 Magill Road,Kensington Gdn



XXXXX Air 39/3/3 PR

749-299

13 fey 1980

fir Harry Harris

346 Manchester Road

Wast Timperley

Altkincham

Cheshire

ENGLAND

Dear Sir,

I thank you for your latter of 15 April anclosing

a copy of your letter of 12 February-to which you had not

received a reply. Dbviously the mails area slow for your
letter of 12 February reached this Headquarters on 7 May.

The decision not to make the report a public

document wae made by the Air Staff at the time. Hovever

a summary of the report including the findings, was released

and a copy of this was passed to you on 22 Merch 1979.

Yours faithfully,

LE
(C. 0. COLE)
Squadron Leader

RNZAF Public Relations Officer

7 + 4G
mh “be kie 4
iba Loonie
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HARRY HARRIS

Solicitor

« Telephone: 061-962 6240 & 960 3943 346 Manchester Road

(Washway Road)

. vf West Timperley
ours: HH/SLT Altrincham

Cheshireyourne: AIR Re39/3/3P- EDGLAND

15th April 1980.

For the attention of C.D. Cole Esq.,

The Ministry of Defence,

The chief of Air Staff,

Defence Headquarters,

Private Bag,

Wellington

New Zealand.

Dear Sir,-

re: 'U.F.O. matter.

I enclose a photocopy of my letter to you on 12th February last I would be

grateful|to receive your reply.



HH/SH

AIR 39/3/3ER
*

12th February 1980

» For the attention of CD. Cole E
sq.,

the Ministry of Defence

‘the Ghie? of Air iteff

“Defence ileadquarters,

- Private Bags

-, Wellington

New Zealand

’ Dear Gir,

iP.0,?. matter —

fou. for your Letter of th
indieate’why a report on th

Thanking jouldw anticipation,
‘

@ 40th ultimo and wi

ne matter is being kept as
ould be grateful if you would

“confidential.
_

FILE.
| [19

aitials



HARRY HARRIS A 39/313 sya
Solicitor

, Telephone: 061-962 6240 & 969 3943 346 Manchester Road

aan (Washway Road)
a West Timperley

ourrer:; HH/SH Altrincham
AIR 39/3/3PR CheshireYOUR REF:

12th February 1980

For the attention of C.D. Cole Esq.,

The Ministry of Defence

The Chief of Air Staff

Defence Headquarters,

Private Bag,

Wellington

New Zealand

Dear Sir,

re: 'U.F.O.'. matter

I thank you for your letter of the 30th ultimo and would be grateful if you would

kindly indicate why & report on the matter is being kept as "confidential".

Thanking you in anticipation,

ntact



MUTUAL UFO NETWORK INC, 24277
103 Oldtowne Road, Sequin, Texas 78155, U.S.A. .

OM

as
UFO Phenomena

Study since 1945

Founder & Dom Pres.

CSI (NZ) 1952-59

RNZAF Aircraft

Engineering 1941-65

a
3

29 /?
i&Ae *

MUTUAL UFO NETWORK

Director for N.Z.

HAROLD H. FULTON
81 Sutherland Cres.

Palmerston North
New Zealand
Office 88-455

Business 68-079NUFON

February 3ra_1980

Wing Commander G.T. Clarke,

Director of Public Relations,

RYZAF Headquarters,

Wellington.

Dear Sir,

A little time has lapsed since you on behalf of the RNZAF released

a Pregss statement in early Jan 1979 which expressed findings on

the December 1978 Kaikaura, Cape Campbell, Clarence River Mouth

ares ,radar-visual and photographic record of the unusual phenomena

reported in those coastal zones.

Would you still have a copy of that Press Release which you could

spare,I would like to add it to my files. Illness and attendent

difficulties have precluded my making this request much sooner.

As you and your fellow Officers will be very much aware, the subject

of these particular ufo events are still much in the lihhwlight with

two bools dealing directly with the saga due for publication shortly

and a third not far away which will include the waizx content

of these Kaikaura events.

May I have the pleasure of receiving copy of the Press Release

as requested and any further public released material on the events

in question you or your information department may have offered

subsequently.

yours Faithfully, BRING ~

: ON...

bol WA 19
Harold H Fu nm {TIALS..

Dir MUFON(NZ) a a FI

_ oare yf
INITIALS

Ww)
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Veat Timperley
Altrincham

Cheshire
ENGLAND

Dear Sir,

I thank you for your letter of 17 January sesking a
more detailed and scientific explanation of,3 assume, the
Kaikoura unidentified flying object sightings 42 months ago.
Your letter of 9 October, 1979, was not recorded as being
received,

I must refer you te my letter of 22 June in which %
indicated that the ANZAf report on the sightings Bowid not be
teleased, That policy is unchanged,

However I understand thet the New Zealand UFO Studies
Centre carried out alietudy on the sightings and an approach
to the Centres through Br 3 f daBook of 5 Ngahue Crescent
Eledon, New Zealend, may provide the information you seek,

Yours. taithfully,

<=

CO COLE
quegren eader
RNZAF Public Relations Officer
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‘ " ; HARRY HARRIS.

. Solicitor
Telepk” >: 061-962 6240 & 969 3943 46 Manchester Road

—_ ‘ (Washway Road)

- West Timperley
ounac: HH/SH Altrincham

YOUR Rat: ; ; Cheshire

17th January 1980

Ministry of Defence A
RECEIVEDAir Staff

Defence Headquarters 28 JANIN80 ,
Wellington EER.REGISTRY
New Zealand ; DEFENCEHogTRS

Dear Sirs, {

re: U.F.0.'s

I refer to my: letter of the 9th October last and would be grateful to hear from

you with a more detailed and scientific explanation of the events in question

by reference to, if possible, a diagran,

Thanking you in anticipation,

Yours faikhfully,

REFERRED.

=
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Air 39/3/3PR

_ oe fee te be sods

3 September 1979

Mr Niall Fanning

12 Winter Road

Geeson Park

Dublin 6

IRELAND

Deer Sir,

Thank you for your letter seeking information an
Unidentified Flying Objects.

It is regretted that I am unable to provide you
with this information. The RNZAF does not undertake datailed
investigations into reports on Unidentified Flying Objects.
If a report ia passed on to us we Go, however, coneult a
number of other Government agencias to eliminate any obvious

explanations.

Yours faithfully,

(C.0. COLE)
Squadron Leader

RNZAF Public Relations Officer



Avon School,

Hamlet Street,
STRATFORD.

25 September

Dear Sir,

I would like to know a little about the sightings of U.F.0.8
because I am reading about this topic. Here is a little
about it. Thereg these two boys that find a gbsmo and
then they ask there mother what it is, but she doesn't
know so then they ask there father and he doesn't know
either. But they don't know that it has fallen off a U.F.O.
And that's a. bit about the book.

So could you please send me some information on U.F.0.8.

Yours faithfully,

Kerry Lehmann

KUL: KAL



RE
— Bq

Air 23/3

o

3 October 1979

kerry Lebusnn
Avon School

Hamlet Street
CTRATPORD

Dear Kerry,

Thenk you very wuch for your letter
concerning the book you are reading on Unidentified
Flying Cbjects, I em elso puzsahAeds to whet the
gismo wight be,

The RNZAF does not underteke detailed
investigetione into reports on U?Cs nor do we
collest information on them, I therefore regret
thet I am unsble to help yous

Your book certeinly sounds interesting,

"gore. gpsebrediyy

(C DP COLA)
aquadron Leader

RNZAF Public Relations Officer

ee
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Air 39/3/3 PR

12 July 1979

Misa Johanna Perry

6 Brett Avenue

Takapuna

AUCKLAND 9

Sear Johanna,

Thank you for your letter, passed ta ma by our
Auckland office, eseking information and photographe of

Unidentified “Flying Objects. Unfortunately your letter

has been delayed in the post and only reacted me this
morning.

I regret that I do not hold information or
photographs cancerning Unidentified Flying Objects, as the

RNZAF pee not undertake detailed investigatiana into
reports of UFOe, If a report is paseed to ue we do however

consult m number af Governmant agencies ta eliminate any

obvieus explanations.

Yours faithfully,

ae
(C.0. COLE)
Squadron Leader

RNZAF Public Relations Officer
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28 June 1979

Mr Harry Harris

346 Manchester Road
West Timperley

Altrincham

Cheshire

ENGLAND

Sear Sir,

I thank you for your letter of 1 June concerning

the RNZAF's raport on the investigation into the sightings off

the Kaikoura coast,

At the time of the investigation it was decided that

a summary of the findings would be made public in the form of

a neve release. A copy of that summary was passed to you

earlier. This policy in respect of releasing the report is

still adhered to and is unlikely to change.

Yours faithfully,

Squadron Leader

RNZAF Public Relations Officer
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28 June 1979

Or J.F. deBock

5 Ngahue Crescent

ELSDON

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of 5 June enclosing
Dr Bruce Maccabee's provisional report on the Kaikoura UFC
sightings and seeking our participation in an advisory
committee,

The RNZAF does not undertake detailed investigations
into reports of Unidentified Flying Objects. The investigation
carried out earlier on the Keikoura sightinge was an isolated
inatance.

The RNZAF does, however, consult a number of
Government agencies on receipt of a repert, to eliminates any
obvious explanations,

I thank you for the opportunity to join the Centre's
advisory committea which, for the teasons outlined, must be
declined.

Youra faithfully,

(C.0, COLE)
Squadron Leader
RNZAF Public Relations Officer
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14 June 1979

Tha Director of Civil Defence,
Baven State Building,
WELLINGTON 1.

I am referring te you the enclosed letter from
fr Colin Amery, “sleo known ae John Citizen," who writes to
alert the Civil Defence authorities to the possibility that
® large piece of Skylab will fall in Wellington, ecificallyin the suburb of Kelburn, any time betusen 13 end 30 June 1979.

As you will see from the attached press clipping
Mr Amery claims to have s good track record fox prewaenitiona
about public sevante. It seems that what he has to say is more
@ subject for the Civil Defence rather than the Defence
organization. You may feel you will need further information.
In the meantiae I have replied saying that I wae referring the
tratter to you.

H. B. G. McLEAN

(0.8.5. Malean)
Secretary of Oofence

Encls
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ORIGINATOR’S INITIALS |

BEFORE SIGNATURE to
= PL 38.

DISPATCH b Jue: § Initials

| AFTER DigpATCH to

| arava up on to

3 | Fite Date Initlals
_ 14 June 1979

Mr C. Amery,
23 Hilton Read,
Higheliff,

DUNEDIN, 2R0.

Oear Ar Amery,

Thank you far your letter of S June, passing on information
about the likely end of Skylab. I know that the Minister vill
be interested to receive the details you have provided and I shellrefer your letter to hin.

The organization which would cosrdinste services in the
event of en bret anes of the kind you describe would be the
Ministry of Civil Defence and I have accordingly peesed your letter
to my colleague, the Oirsctor of Civil Defence.

Yours faithfully,

D. B. G. McLEAN

(0.8.6. MeLean)
Secretary af Defence
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OFFICE OF,
h MINISTER OF DEFENCE

or BMijton: Poad,

ALehol itt,

TDunedin, ORD.

Sth June.

near WE Mclean,

regvonstble to Mr. Frank F111, Minister of Nefence.

T wish to alert the civft defence authorities in

Wellington to the vossibility that a large viece of Skylab will

fall on the capital and land in the suburb of Kelburn, The dates

I have been given are between 13th~30th June,1979.

phis information has been received from 2 quite separate

Psychic sources and I think some credence should be placed upon it.

there ig-the possibility of widespread damage to property by fire and

the more serious danger of injury to civilian versonnel.

T feel that the best way this information can be explained

is by personal interview with either your good self or the Minister,

an you please revly by return mail, ‘as T am shortly to leave

Dunedin on a lecture tour.

(G0lin AMery also known ag John Citizen)

_ REFERRED TO ro
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“ HARRY HARRIS HIR 3913/3 Be
“, Solicitor — 3 |

Telepnane: 001-982 6240& 969 3943 346 Manchester Road

r “ {Washway Road)

OUR REF: _ , : West Timperley
; HH/SL Altrincham

YOURREF: 25 /39/3/3/PR Cheshire
TMN

Ss

Ist June, 1979 on 3% as

The Ministry of Defence of New Zealand, a -
Air Staff, 4i3"s Ee
Defence Headquarters, Bes
Wellington,

NEW ZEALAND.

Dear Sirs,

ret "U.F.0.'S"

I thank you for your letter of the 18th April last and, with regard to

the actual investigation report, would be grateful if you would kindly indicate

why this report js not to be made public if it only relates to "atmospheric

conditions"? -“fhe same enquiry is repeated in relation to the names and
addresses of the witnesses concerned.

Yours faippfully,
REFERRED TO

ie
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NEF

Letter from Dr. F.d. DeBock, 5 Ngahue Crew., Elsden

dated 5 June 1979 and its attached report by Dr.

Bruce S. Maccabee 'What Really Happened in NZ'

transferred to file Aire 17/4/897 on 29 JUN 81

on instructions from WG CDR WALLINGFORD, D OPS, AIR

STAFF. Pa

Wp
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Air 39/3/3 PR

22 May 1979

Commanding Officer

RNZAF Base Ohakea

Private Bag

PALMERSTON NORTH

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT SIGHTING

1. The report from Squadron Leader G.R. Allin on the sightings

of Unidentified Flying Objects on 26 April whilst he was duty

operations officer is noted with interest.

2. It ia requested that he be advised that the RNZAF does

not undertake detailed inveatigatione of UFO's but in some

instances consults a number of Government agencies in an

endeavour to eliminate any obvious explanations.

3. In this instance there is nothing of significance to

indicate that the object might have been anything other than

natural phenomena.

qo eae)
Squadron Leader

RNZAF Public Relations Officer

r ates
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Air 39/3/3 PR

22 May 1979

WANGANUT

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter to the Commanding Officer of
RNZAF Base Ohakea and passed to the Air Staff, concerning the
objacts aighted over Palmerston North,

We were naturally interested in your sighting, however,
the RNZAF does not undertake detailed investigations into
sightings of Unidentified Flying Objects. The investigation
cawried out earliar this year in respect of the sightings on
the north-east coast of the South Island was an isolated instance.

The RNZAF does, however, conault e number of Government
agencies in an endeavour to sliminate any obvious explanetions.

An earlier sighting over Palmerston North was found to
have the characteristics of a radar balloon carrying a lamp
attached to the reflector, and with your sighting, there is
nothing to suggest that the objects were anything but natural
phenomena.

Yours faithfully,

-G
(C.D. COLE)
Squadron Leader

RNZAF Public Relations Officer
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Telephone: Palmerston North — RNZAF Base Ohakea
Private Bag

PALMERSTON NORTH

In reply quote: OH 3/17/AIR 9th May 1979

fhe Chief of Air Staff A
Royal New Zealand Air Force

Defence Headquarters fs
Private Bag \ CENT, eee
WELLING TON AA! ~

eae

UFO SIGHTING

Enclosed is a UFO sighting report from

Wanganui.

(B.R. ANDERSON) —
Flight Lieutenant

for Commanding Officer

ay

ENCLOSURE
RECELVED

REFERRED TO
rr re |

PuiE
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WANGANUI

The Commanding Officer

RNZAF Base Chakea

Private Bag

PALMERSTON NORTH

Dear Sir,

I am writing, as requested, to inform you of my sightings of

the UFO's over Palmerston North on Thursday. I am a member of the
band who all saw the UFO's.

At approximately 10.30 pm on Thursday night we left the

Lounge Bar of the Albert Motor Lodge to return to our accommodation.

While crossing the carpark (cnr Main/Albert) we noticed an "orange
ball" in the sky, which we later estimated at roughly 5,000 ft high,

and about 45° up from us. The ball moved quite rapidly, considering
its size, from a northerly to a SSE direction. At its closest point

it gave the appearance that it was burning, as the edges seemed somewhat
jaggered and constantly changing like fire. It also pulsated from very

pale to darker orange.

As the object got further to the south, it "appeared" to send

off showers of red sparks at 10 - 15 second intervals. This may have

been atmospheric conditions. Also on two or three occasions, as it

headed away, it appeared to dip and move from side to side very rapidly,

and without the normal turning room a plane would need. It would move

and return to ite continuous line in a matter of one second or less.

This object was in our view for 5 - 7 minutes at a guess,

pefore becoming too distant to see with the naked eye. We then decided

to return home, but as we turned around, we saw three similar objects,

in a shallow V formation, in approximately the same position we saw the

first. The three moved and looked the same as the first, but tended to

move to a alightly more easterly direction. None of the objects made

any sound that we could directly relate to them, there was the odd

swishing sound, but it wasn't constant, so was probably traffic in the

city.

Before the three were out of sight, myself, 7 . and

a who was staying at the Albert went to the reception and

rang Ohakea, who told us to ring Palmerston North Airport, but there was

no reply. The Police were no help, so we rang Ohakea again, but didn't

get very far. So tried and eventually got through to someone

in charge.

If you should require any further information please contact

our base address, Wanganui. We'll possibly

be there after next week for about a fortnight, otherwise one of the guys

in the flat will know where we are. Best ring late at night.

I look forward to being of assistance.

Yours faithfully,
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Air 39/3/3 PR
\

4 May 1979

Commanding Officer

RNZAF Base Ohaksa a
Private Bag 

}
PALMERSTON NORTH i

REPORT ON UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT

SQUA ER GR. ALLIN

1. Qquadron Leader Allin'ts reported sighting of an Unidentified
Flying Gbject on the night of 21 April has bean pagsad to me in
accordance with standard action procedure.

2. From the description and behaviour of the light, it appeared
to have the characteristics of a radar balloon carrying a lamp
athached to the radar reflector. This is supported by the Superintend-
ent of Physical Meteorology in the Ministry of Transport and although
a balloon had not been launched from Ohakea at the time approximates
to tha sighting, it is not uncommon for these balloons to be found
in the hands of athers outside the Meteorological Service. !

3. It should be explained to Squadron Leader Allin that the
investigation carried out by the RNZAF earlier this year on the
sightings off the Kaikoura coast, was an isolated cass and that the
RNZAF does not normally undertake detailed investigations of
Unidentified Flying Object sightings.

4. However, as with this sighting, the RNZAF consults a
number of Government agencies in an endeavour to eliminate any
ebvious explanations.

(C.D. COLE) .
Squadron Leader

RNZAF Public Relations Officer
aty aa

f fy :
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Ay . 6 DROYLSDEN PLACE

: ' PALMERSTON NORTH !
. NEW ZEALAND

i) AERIAL PHENOMENON i telephone 7/389 |

i. ‘On 26th April 1979, I was the Duty Operations Officer for RNZAF
OHAKEA,.. Whilst at home, on call, I was contacted by the Qhakea tele»

phone operator, who, at 2255 hours, .informed me that she had been con=

tacted by several residents of PALMERSTON NORTH, who were enquiring

about the'orange lights! that were traversing the city. One such call~

er, a . was put through to me. He stated that he, and sev=

eral others, had observed coloured lights travelling from north to south

above the city. I asked him to submit a written report to the Base

Commanding Officer.

2. Shortly afterwards, whilst I was.exercising my dog in Feather«

ston Street, I observed a single orange light, approaching from the

north north east, and at about fifteen degrees above the horizon.

Being a single light source, it was difficult to estimate range, but I

assessed it to be about eight kilometres away and tracking along ithe

watershed of the northern TARARUA Range. The weather was calm, clear

‘ and gold but it is unlikely if any noise would have been heard at that

range,

3. As my family and I had observed an aerial phenomenén én the

evening of 20th April, I was anxious to find witnesses of this sighting.

Across the road, two youths were operating a C.B. radio. I asked them

to confirm the sighting, and for their names and addresses. These are

included in the Appendix.

4. At 2305 hours, I arrived back at my house. In transit, the

lighted disc had been observed against a moving background, but the imp~

ression was gained that its track curved might from south south west to

south east. For two or three minutes, my family and I observed the now

stationary disc, still at an elevation of about fifteen degrees and at

a range of about fifteen kilometres, With the aid of 8x30 binoculars

it was possible to make out the disc shape of yellow light, surrounded

by thin corona of red light.

5. At 2307 hours, the size of the distant disc grew smaller, giving

the impression of a rapid climb, directly away from these four obserivers

on e@ heading of 130 degrees True, and with an angle of climb of 25 degw

rees, until it disappeared into the background of stars.

Oe I then rang the WELLINGTON Air Traffic Control Centre, and spoke

with the.duty radar operator. He was informed of the sighting and in~

formed me that he had neither known traffic nor unidentified blip in

the area to the south east of Palmerston North. The Defence Duty,Staff

Officer was next informed of the sighting, with the coincidence ofjiast
point of observation being identical to that sighting of the 20th April.

7. At 2335 hours, rang me again, stating that the initial

sighting had been of a single Ifght source at 2230 hours, seen initially

at anelevation of 45 degrees, to the north. The disc had passed overs

head of the observer and his two companions, Who,were standing in the

forecourt of the ALBERT Motor Lodge, Albert Street, Palmerston North.

As it did so, at an estimated five to eight thousand feet, a pulsating

swishing noise was heard. It was not thought that this could be mis-

taken for traffic noise. As the disc passed to the south, it was ob-

served to emit sparks, which remained incandescent until they fell from

sight behind the immediate horizon. The disc disappeared from sight in

a dike manner. The course of this first disc appeared to be erratic

about south south east.



(2)

OQ"8s At 2235 hours, the three observers saw a shallow vic formation o
f

three orange discs of light. ‘These flew on a course of approximately

SSB, overflying from the north., These too, Wisappeared from sight bea

hind the local horizon. Again, was asked to submit a report

in writing to the Base Commander.

De In the absence of the Base Orderly Officer, the Ohakea tele
phone

operator was asked to request the Orderly Officer to inform 
the Base

Commander of these sightings and to anticipate the receipt of report(s).

10, I have no objection to this report being made available to the

medias

[tiv
(G.R.Allin

APPENDIX

WITNESSES OF ABRIAL PHENOMENA, 26th APRIL 1979

Initial Report received from
TAWA, Wellington.

His associatesé
ASHHURST,

Palmerston North.

Witnesses of sighting at 2300 hours?

Self, wife, son and mothers
ASHHURST, Telephone

Palmerston North. Tel.
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© 29 / 3 dacdeenunn SPACETRACK
_ “ P.O. Box 73 - YS

1.) : : Lake Tekapo, N.Z.

‘aad
Field Engineering — 9250 Route108 cas. 

umbia, Marylan

Corporation Tel (301) 730-3700

A Subsidiary of

The Bendix Corporation

30 April 79,

RNZAF Base Ohakea

Private Bag

PALMERSTON NORTH

Attns Squadron Lead Fuller

Reference your 3/{6/AIR of 24 April 1979, Subj: Satellite Transits

Visible in New #ealand

Dear Sir,

I regret that I cannot be of much assistance to you in this mattere

There are currently over 4600 objects catalogued in orbit about the earthe

The orbits of a great number of these satellites take them over New Zealand

from time to times When and how often is a function of the actual orbit of

the satellite. We ourselves concentrate on only a small amount of this

total, about 200, called Deep Space satellites. It is only on these that

we maintain any information, and their nature is such that they normally

wouldn't be visible to the naked eye anywaye We ourselves frequently get

a satellite on the film that we cannot identify ~ not because it's a "UFO",

but simply because we don't have any data on that particular satellites

All of the information necessary to attempt to correllate a sighting with a

‘particular satellite is maintained by computers in the Space Computational

Genter, Colorado Springs, Colorado, USA, but I hope you can pprediate the

scope of the task involved in accomplishing this, and in this case it is

just not feasiblee Again, I am sorry that I can't be of any more help to yous

‘

P, fa) ‘ Sincerely,

. Piha Purch
FO ‘ 1 iow Orakei. Richard C, Prucha

I, brs P 4 Station Manager
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Air 39/3/3 P

27 April 1979

Officer Commanding

No 5 Squadron

RNZAF Base Auckland

Priveta Bag 2

AUCKLAND

For Information:

Neadquerters Gperations Group

UFO INVESTIGATION

q. The information provided by Flying Officer B.J. Godwin

concerning the redar contact made during a patrol on 9 April has
been retained by Air Staff for future reference,

2. Flying Officer Gedvin ia to be complimented an the

effort he put inte this report.

(c.b, COLE)
Squadron Leader

RNZAF Public Relations Officer



weopeernesoece

e

eo eee eee tones ees anseeeeecesseseos

FILE NO: oly ae ee) . /

1, The above file was marked out to . Ko Athos on L470
2, Please advise ;:

(a) Whether the file is required to action the attached
correspondence, Yes/No,

(bd) If the file is not required immediately, whether it

will be required at a later date for follow-up action,
YOR .....50e000e0e(Date) / No,

for Registrar SMD }



MINUTE SHEET Department: . .. 22. SACL.

Subject: Kee cer . FileNo... . =*//3 CB

r Date: 3: - >?

>. Ba Bete tts AX ack eee

yt

noi DD
rf . oe cokausns - —o

eb bee gt Bel =
(Sight wap of ottat ween ct 7 WE

.

wk Anne be PR
nM thors», 4 | om)

AONB Un OR
LA da tied. —) ea nov
ikem 504 fS Quy Poly UW mmroakiug A eer TE oe io o0opads/2/77



MINUTE SHEET Department: AX.O... PeLAISEA. . g

Subject: UFO SIGATING REPORT AIR 29/53) Bt: |

Date: 23 AAR 79

CENT. REGISTRY
EVENCE HDOTRS ° oy

oy >

mw ~ YY
et

Item S04 A ‘906Q88—140,000 pade/2/77 D



ALLIN
6 DROYLSDEN PLACE

. PALMERSTON NORTH

oN . NEW ZEALAND
No - telephone 71 383

AERIAL, PHENOHENOQN

tte ee eee ee rrr em

1, > At approximately 1850 hours, ‘local, on Saturday, 21st April 1979,

my thirteen year old son walked from the back door of our house, a dist-

ance of some ten metres to the side door of our workshop garage, wherein

I was working, in order to call me for our evening meal. Before reach—

ing the door, he called me, in an urgent voice, to "come and have a look

at this light in the sky." Aware of his youthful penchant about UFOs,

I was somewhat sceptical, but nevertheless went to the door.

2. It was completely dark, civil evening twilight being at about

1800 hours, and the immediate area was unlit. I looked in the direct=

ion that he indicated and, against the cloudy night sky, saw a steady

white light, moving slowly from left to right. Initially, because a

Cessna 206 had been seen earlier, engaged in skydiving manoeuvres from

Milson Airport, I assumed this’ to be the same aircraft embarking on a

night drop, or maybe a James Aviation Cessna 402, in a right hand climbe

ing turn after taking off from Runway 07 and with landing light illumine

ated

3. However, this light had none of the characteristics of any air

craft light of which I am aware. Both my son and I moved to our back

door and called for my wife and my mother to observe this phenomenon.

I then requested that my son fetch my binoculars. These have a magni~

fication of eight and, as they had been used earlier in the day to ob-

serve the skydivers, were correctly adjusted to my vision. Thus, I

was immediately able to study the light.

4. ° Initially, with the naked eye, it appeared as a small ball of

fire, similar in appearance to the tailpipe view of a single engined

jet aircraft with reheat engaged. This ig a sight with which I am

most conversant, having flown such aircraft for seventeen years.

As it was a single light, I could only assume its course by the steady

angle of its approach. This I have ascertained,by use of NZNS 1, 17,

and 242A Lands ahd Survey maps, aerial photographs of my house and a

service Marching Compass, to be 235*True or 215°*Magnetic. The visual

appearance of this single light gave the impression of flight on steady

heading, at a height of about 2000 feet and, tracking from the direction

AOKAUTERE, when first sighted, towards HOKOWHITU; more precisely 40°20'S

175°Q2'E to 4O062ZtS/17503918, This approximates overflying the general

axis of the MANAWATU River, upstream of PALMERSTON NORTH, for a distance

of 6.5 kilometres. Our house is situated at40* 20! 51"S/175°36'474B, ox

1100 metres north of the centre of PALMERSTON NORTH.

Ss. Although the light was seen initially on a True Bearing of 080°

from our position, its progress slowed as it moved to a bearing of 130°

True. During this period, its angle of elevation increased from 25°

steadily to 35*above the horizon.

Ge Just prior to its motion ceasing, the light was studied with the

aid of the binoculars. The magnified image appeared to be an unflicks

: ering, naked flame, with KELVIN characteristics similar to the flame of

a kerosene Hurricane lamp. The light source was quite circular and was

large enough to present itself as a disc and not as a pinpoint of light.

In no way did it resemble a reflected image as no mirage 'trembling!’ was

evident. To either side and above the disc was a small area of red ~

light. The definite impression gained was of an oncoming, aerially

pe fen 6 volt old car headlight, shining alongside a red painted sur~

. | Ss. ace. °
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The closest comparison thatI Can draw, to a personally observed source

inating the under fuselage. Another valid cdparison would be of& waza
en night light flame, at the bottom of e sherry glass, the far side of

which was painted red and illuminated by the flame.

7s At this time, I left my mother, wife and son on the back steps,

and decided to investigate further. I rang RNZAF Base OHAKEA and asked

for Air Traffic Control, in-order to check for aircraft movements and

radar echoes. I noted the time as 1854 hours. With no answer, I

then rang Palmerston North tower. No answer » so I rang Ohakea

again and identified myself as the Operations Flight Commander, asking

to'be connected to the Radar Supervisor at the WELLINGTON Air Traffic

Control Centre as quickly as possible. . I then returned to the back

door.

8. My family informed me that, in my absence, the light had remained

stationary for a time, then had moved back on its original track slightly

before growing dimmer and changing its position in.elevation. fF noted

the time as 1900 hours.

9. The light, indeed much dimmer, was still on a bearing of 130°True

but now about 30° above the horizon and growing noticeably less bright

and smaller as it apparently climbed away on a heading of about 130 True

or 110 Magnetic towards PAHIATUA, As it, apparently, climbed, the light

was seen to vary or pulse in intensity. This, I assumed, coincided with

transit of the thin layer of Altostratus cloud at about 10,000 feet.

At this time, the pulsing light was surrounded closely‘by a slight halo

effect, such as a light seen through thin mist. Again, there was 4

marked similarity to an aircraft climbing directly away from the observer

whilst in reheat. Eventually, after another minute or so, the light

became so faint that it was lost in the reflected glow from the city.

At that time, an occasional sight of stars was made through’ the, thin

cloud. At no time was the sound of an aircraft heard, only the muted

noise of nearby road traffic, in itself infrequent.

10. At 1905 hours the telephone rang and, after a short delay, I

was connected to the Radar Supervisor at Wellington and to whom I gave

brief details of our sighting. He stated that no aircraft was airborne

in our area, that Ohakea had closed watch earlier and that he would en

quire of Palmerston North tower.

il, I next informed the Ohakea Orderly Officer of our sighting and

checked weather conditions with the duty meteorologist. These were

estimated to be broken Altostratus cloud at approximately 10,000 feet

with half cover of Cirrus at 28,000 feet; calm conditions and unlimited

visibility.

12. My wife and my son studied the phenomenon through my binoculars.

13, With twenty seven years experience in aviation, I consider myself

to be an unbiased, expert witness. Using my personal experience as the

only criterion for this opinion, I consider that the phenomenon observed

was a sphere of steady flame, of comparatively low temperature, below

1000*Celsius, less than 2 metres in diameter and backed closely on one

side by a crimson coloured material. There was no possibility of the
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light emanating through a lens or from a jet pipe, as the intensity of

the light remained evenly spread and the circular appearancedid not

become elliptical as the source changed its relative position and direct=

ton. .

14, “I have no objection to this report being made available to the

media. ‘

vie’

(G.R.ALLIN)

Squadroa Leader

RNZAP

Gry lo: Oxo

ATL ips Vicor
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: PALMERSTON NORTH
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H telephone 71 383

“) AERIAL PHENOMENON

1: A€ approximately 1850 hours; local,on Saturday; 21st“April 1979,

my thirteen’ year old son walked from the back door of dur house, a dist-

ance of some ten metres to the side door of our workshop garage, wherein

I was working, in order to call me for our evening meal. Before reach—

ing the door, he called me, in an urgent voice, to "come and have a look

at this light in the sky." Aware of his youthful penchant about UFOs,

I was somewhat sceptical, but nevertheless went to the door.

2. It was completely dark, civil evening twilight being at about

1800 hours, and the immediate area was unlit. I looked in the direct—

ion that he’ indicated and, against the cloudy night sky, saw a steady

white light, moving slowly from left to right. Initially, because a

Cessna 206 had’ been seen earlier, engagedin skydiving manoeuvres from

Milson Airport, I assumed this to bé the same aircraft embarking on a

night drop, or maybe a James Aviation Cessna 402, in a right hand climb-

ing turn after taking off from Runaway 07 and with landing light illumin-

ated

3. However, this light had none of the characteristics of any air

craft light of which I am aware. Both my son and I moved to our back

door and called for my wife and my mother to observe this phenomenon.

I then requested ‘that my son fetch my binoculars. These: ewe a magni-

fication of eight and, as they had been used earlier in the day to ob-

serve the skydivers, were correctly adjusted to my vision. Thus, I

was immediatelyable to study the light.

4. Initially, with the naked eye, it appeared as a small ball of

fire, similar in appearance to the tailpipe view of a single engined

jet aircraft with reheat engaged. This is a sight with which I am

most conversakt, having flown such aircraft for seventeen years.

As it was a single light, I could only assume its course by the steady

angle of its approach. This I have ascertained,by use of NZWS 1, 17,

and 2424 Lands and Survey maps, aerial photographs of my house and a

service Marching Compass, to be 235°True or 215°Magnetic. The visual

appearance of this single light gave the impression of flight on steady

heading, at a height of about 2000 feet and, tracking from the direction

AOKAUTERE, when first sighted, towards HOKOWHITU; more precisely 40°20'S

175°42!E to 40°22!S/175039'E. This approximates overflying the general

axis of the MANAWATU River, upstream of PALMERSTON NORTH, for a distance

of 6.5 kilometres. Our house is situated at40°20'51"S/175°36'47"B, or

1100 metres north of the centre of PALMERSTON NORTH,

S. Although the light was seen initially on a True Bearing of o8oe

from our position, its progress slowed as it moved to a bearing of 130°
True. During this period, its angle ef elevation increased from 25%

steadily to 35°aboveé the horizon.

6. Juat priorto its motion ceasing, the light was studied with the

aid of the binoculars. The magnified indie appeared to be an unflick=

ering, naked flame, with KELVIN characteristics similar to the flame of

a kerosene Hurricane lamp. The light source Was quite circular and was.

large enough to present itself as a disc and not as a pin-point of light.

In no way did it resemble a reflected Image as no mirage ‘trembling! was

evident. To either side and above the disc was a stiall area of red-if

light. The definite impression gained was of an oncoming, aérially

mounted 6 volt old car headlight, shining alongside a red painted sur

face. .
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ne tlésest comparison that I ¢an draw,” to a personally. Observed source
is 6of an RAF Support ‘Cominand; “ScarietTM

any its Belly spot light i luminagedadd ens nitty ‘forward; “partly Tllim'
inating the under fuselage. Ahother valid cdbarrson: would be 6Fa Wax
en night light flame, at the bottom.of'a sherry glass, the far side of

which was painted red and'illumdhated by the flame.

7. At this time, I left my mother; wife and son on the back steps,

and decided to investigate further. I rang RNZAF Base OHAKEA and asked

for Air Traffic Control, in.wrder to check for aircraft: movements and

radar echoes, TI noted the time as 1854 hours. With no answer, I

then rang Palmerston North tower. No answer -7mif, so I rang Ohakea

again and identified myself as the Optrations Flight Commander, asking
to’be connected to the Radar Supervisor at the WELLINGTON Air Traffic

Control Centre as quickly as possible. ZI then returned to the back

door.

8. My family informed me that, in my absence, the light had remained

stationary for a time, then had moved back on its original track slightly

before growing dimmer and changing its position in. elevation. I noted

the time as 1900 hours.

9. The light, indeed much dimmer, was still on a bearing of 130°%True

but now about 30° above the horizon and growing noticeably less bright
and smaller as it apparently climbed away on a heading of about 130 True

or 110 Magnetic towards PAHIATUA, As it, apparently, climbed, the light

was seen to vary or pulse in intensity. This, I assumed, coincided with

transit of the thin layer of Altostratus cloud at about 10,000 feet.

At this time, the pulsing Jight was surrounded closely by a slight halo

effect, such as a light seen through thin mist. Again, there was a

marked similarity to an aircraft climbing directly away from the observer

whilst in reheat. Eventually, after another minute or so, the light

became so faint that it was lost in the reflected glow from the city.

At that time, an occasional sight of stars was made through’ the\ thin

cloud. At no tige was the sound of an aircraft heard, only the muted

noise of nearby road traffic, in itself infrequent.

10. At 1905 hours the telephone rang and, after a short delay, I

was connected to the Radar Supervisor at-Wellington and to whom I gave

brief details of our sighting, He stated that no aircraft was airborne

in our area, that Ohakea had closed watch earlier and that he would en-

quire of Palmerston North tower.

il, I next informed the Ohakea Orderly Officer of our sighting and

checked weather conditions with the duty meteorologist. These were

estimated to be broken Altostratus cloud at approximately 16,000 feet

with half cover of Cirrus at 28,000 feet; calm conditions and unlimited

visibility.

12. My wife and my son studied the phenomenon through my binoculars.

13. With twenty seven years experience in aviation, I consider myself

to be an unbiased, expert witness. Using my personal experiefice as the

only criterion for this opinion, I consider that the phenomenon observed

was a sphere of steady flame, of comparatively low temperature, below

1000*Celsius, less than 2 metres in diameter and backed closely on one

side by a crimson coloured material. There was no possibility of the
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light emanating through a lens or from a jet pipe, as the intensity of

the light remained evenly spread and the circular appearancedid not

become elliptical as the source changed its relative position and direct

ion.

14, I have no objection tQ@ this report being made available to the

media.

Avi
(G.R.ALLIN)

Squadron Leader

RNZAF

Gry fo i Oxo

ATe Jpevice



‘in which the sightings were being mede.

18 April 1979

Mr Harry Harris

346 Manchester Road

West Timperley

Altincham

Cheshire

BRITAIN

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of 2 April in which you
posed a number of questions relating to the sightings of
Unidentified Flying Objects and sought a copy of the investigation
Teport,

The news reporte concerning a squadron of aircraft on f
special alert was in fact an axaggeration by the media. One i
Skyhawk was placed on standby to investigate further sightings
and an Orion aircraft in fact carried cut a patro) of the area

Yes, the pilot of the aircraft carrying the television
creu disagreed, Howevar, the pilot alao did not believe that
the film taken from the aircraft was a good representation of
what they actually esau.

Unusual atmospheric conditions on the east coast of the
South Island have been well documented since 1948, with many ;
mirage-typa affects being witnessed aver the years. The epecific
conditions which prevailed recently were a very clear atmosphere°
for this time of tha year; marked invarsion laysra and a atrong:
north-west wind aloft causing a féhn effect.

ws
It was auggeated that the most likely objects photo-" :

graphed were possibly refracted images of Venus or a aquid Pleét,
The suggestion that the lighte from trains and cars opuld have
been responsible for soma of the inshere aightings could have
been true.

The radar was, at the time, giving so many spurious
Teturns that there waa at best only a slight chance of wheather or
not the lighta sighted and the various radar returns were
coincident. Bearing in mind that the radar has no height
Pinding facility and that visual observations are not very
accurate in term of range, haight or bearing, there was vary
little, if any, correlation between the various sightings.

; Le Ae _anitat j

/

c
g

!
i

Hti



| The RNZAF investigation report has not been made public

and it is unlikely that it will be released. The news release

is a summary of the findings of the report which was not as

categoric as reported by the media. Its findings wera confined

to the moat likely causes.

Because of the report not being released the RNZAF is
not in a position to release the names and addressee of the

witnesses concerned,

Yours faithfully,

-6
(C.0. COLE)
Squedron Leader | |

RNZAF Public Relations
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YOU MENTION. THERE WAS A BELT OF HIGH TOP CLOUD RUNNING
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THAT WOULD PRODUCE STRONG ECHOES.
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ROYAL NEW ZEALAND AIR FORCE

TELEPHONE: WEI 3000 Ext 886 No 5 Squadron
RNZAF Base Auckland

Private Bag 2

AUCKLAND

IN REPLY QUOTE
12th April 1979

The Chief of Air Staff

Royal New Zealand Air Force af

Attention: Public Relations fficer

For Information:

2
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Operations Group

UFO's 2

16 At 0330 on 9th April 1979 we were on the north bound leg
 of a

patrol at 9,000 feet when a radar contact was obtained in p
osition 3710S

47130W. This contact, bearing 416/20nm from the aircraft appeared 
to be

keeping formation with the aircrafte

Qe We turned on to investigate, and, whilst homing on, the ta
rget was

sectored upon and the tilt control varied. The target was most distinct
at -163° of tilt, indicating a targeti-below us, and h

ad the appearance

of a light~medium cloud, 3nm long, along track (116°) about ‘tam w
ides :

Throughout the homing to "On Top" there was no target movemen
ts After the

ttn Top" the contact was lost (ise. airoraft to the east of tar
get) but

was regained when the aircraft was again to the west of t
he target.

Despite two homings to "On Top"! nothing that could explain th
e target was

seen either above or below use

Ze As the AEO and Radar Operator I believe this contact to have
been a cloud contact at a true distance of Lolnm on a bearing 

of 116 true
from its apparent position.

A, The P3B radar has a PRF of 400 PPS giving a PRE of 2500 mic
ro-

seconds, this limits the max. theoretical range of -the radar
, (due totime~

available to "listen" for an echo) to 202nm. Normally at that range the )

power output would be insufficient to allow detection of an
ything but the

most perfect reflectors However, with atmospheric ducting this range

could be increased significantly, allowing the echo to G@m
e back not in

the listening time for its own pulse, but in time for the next, or
 even |

“REFERRED TO | one after that. This would mean that targets would be displayed at a t
Feo \fik range of X-202 or 404 or 606 ete where X = the actual range of the target
Wo us from the radare

—— De If this phenomena were to happen in an aircraft travelling at say!
300 kts and the real target were say holnm away, then the target w

ould ‘
appear to be at a distance of only 20nm. Furthermore the target would

appear to keep formation with the aireraft because the
 true relativeee|

en
ae

—_——— RESTRICTED /bearing



. RESTRICTED 
a.

7 My enone

‘. pearing would only alter very slowly. ‘he radar would only be able
range closed.

ove to pick up the contact outside of 404nm bec
ause as the

to say 403nm the echo would arrive pack in time,
 not for zero range

on the third pulse, put in time to appear 45
 202nm on the second

pulse 's niistening time's Although the contact was not observed
coming in at extreme range after the "On Top" due 

to display limitations,
I believe the above to be an explanation of the co

ntact we gaineds

be. After extensive enquiries about cloud formatio
ns around New

gealand at that time, the Wellington Met Office
 informed me that the

only significant cloud at that time was a bel
t of high top cloud

wumning north east/south west through 40S 480H/
W which coincides with

the position of our contact in position LOk5S
 1'7915We This position

is calculated by taking holnm from the apparent
 targets initial position

on the initial pearing of 416°R, and kolnm fro
m the last seen position

of the apparent target on the final bearing 
of 120°Te

Te Had this contact been picked up by a less flex
ible and well

equipped platform the result would almost cert
ainly have been another

UFO sighting report. Perbaps this incident, as 4 proveable example
of radar ducting is of public rel

ations values

(B Cah |
Flying Officer 

!

for Ofifticer Commanding 
mi

Enclosures? 4. Chart 
|

an ran 2. Weather Reports

| ENCLOSURE |
} RECEIVED i

RESTRICTED |
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Air 39/3/3 PR

42 April 1979

Master Timothy Bourne

Takelay County Primary School

Takeley Bishop's Stortford

Harts

BRITAIN

Dear Timothy,

Thank you far your letter of 16 January asking for

information on Unidentified Flying Objects.

There is no officiel RNZAF policy on Unidentified

Flying Objects and no general study of UFO sightings is made

by the RNZAF or a specific graup within the RNZAF.

I regrat that I cannot provide the information you

requira.

Yours faithfully,

ae
(c.0, COLE)
Squadron Leader .

RNZAF Public Relations Officer



OUR REF;

YOUR REF!

“HARRY HARRIS ll
Solicitor 6b We

Telegrss 061-962 6240 & 969 3943 342 Manchester Road

os (Washway Road)

HH/CH ATRMATL West Timperley

‘ Altrincham

AIR 39/3/3 PR Cheshire

2nd April 1979

Ministry of Defence, c

Chief of Air Staff, /
Defence Headquarters,

Private Bag,

Wellington,

New Zealand.

Dear Sirs,

Re: "U.F.0. Sightings"

I thank you for your letter of the 22nd ultimo with its enclosure and

trust-that you would not consider me presumptious if I ventured to raise the

following questions arising out of my perusal of the report which you sent to me,

namely:

1. According to reports in the British Press, a Squadron of planes was placed on

special"alert standby" to chase any further "mystery" objects? Are these Press

reports correct?

2. Would it be possible to have the names and addresses of the witnesses concerned’

"3. According to reports in the British press, the pilot of the plane which took

the television pictures disagreed with your official explanation - have you any

comment to make?

4. I vefer to the fourth paragraph of your "news release" document ~ is there

any record of the rather "unusual" atmospheric conditions occuning before at this

time of the year with similar results? If not perhaps you could kindly specify

exactly what these atmospheric conditions were that were so peculiar to this

year and which, apparently, have not occurred before.

5. Are you suggesting that that which was photographed by the television cameras

was the planet Venus or the light from the Japanese Squid Ships or lights from

trains or vehicles travelling in the vininity of the Clarence River Mouth?

6. I vefer to the fifth paragraph on page 2 of your "news release" and am somewhat

surprised when you state that the large "light" which was filmed by the television

team was not seen on radar screen since it is my recollection from a filmed intervie

_on British Television of one pf your Radar operators to the effect that this

' gentleman stated that he had never seen so many tunidentified" objects on his scree
n

before - it is also my recollection that this gentleman stated that he had
 been

a Radar operator for some 20 ~ 30 years (I forget which) - have you any comment?

Yours fai ULY 5

[R -S. Is it possible to have an actual @Opy of the airforce investigation report?
i
i
ee f

! =



Essex County Council

Ieeley County Primary School
Takeley Bishop's Stortford Herts oy

Headmaster VWEEoz ; oer,

telephone Bishop‘s Stortford 870541 date \6 / { { T q

Dear Sir
TT .
\wo Fri ends ond LL have

REFERRED TO j|

oaueee
iM

decided tg dg oa Project on

Wo's, and We Were Wwonder' ng

1¢ You could Send WS Some.

INFormakion on Uso’s, where

they Were Sighted and when ;

Tf you could We Would,

be much oblig ecl.

Yours arth ¢ ully
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| { / § April 1979

Mes Eileen McCallua,

Dear Ars McCallum,

Thank you fer your letter of 4 April about the requests

you have baen receiving for oloase of your information about
UFO's. I am happy te know yous view on the matter. You may rest

assured that this Ministry will de nothing to release the

results of the enquiry conducted by Air Force withaut your
permission. I have made this point in response te enquiries I
have received from a presse and television journalist. Ths sols

interast of the Ministry of Defence in this matter is to protect

your confidences and privacy arising out ef your association with

Defence at the time the incident teok place.

Yours sincerely,

fur

(0.8.6. Mclean)
Secratary of Safence



aaal
10

Air 39/3/3 PR

3 April 1979

Mrs Elsie Reaatan

140 Common Road

Low Moor

Bradford

ENGLAND

Dear Mrs Reaston,

Thank you for your latter concerning the photograph that

appeared in your deily paper in relation to the sightings of
Unidentified Flying Gbjects in the Christmas/New Year period.

Abthough I am not aware of the photograph that appeared

in your pager, it was most likely the photograph taken from the
televieian film that was made at the time. Phatagraphs were not
taken by the RNZAF.

Your identification ef three Paces in the object of the

phategraph is certainly an interesting discovery.

The RNZAF investigation into the sightings concluded

that they were the result of natural but unuegual atmospheric
phenomena. It was highly likely that the abject photographed

was the planet Venus, which at the time of the sightings was

rising early in the morning and at that time of the ysar was

unusually bright in appearance.

I regret I cannot satisfy your request for a photograph

of the abjact.

Yours faithfully,

K>
(C.D. COLE)
Squadron Leader

_t
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Asldress ail inquiries ca:

Public Ralati

Defence Headquarters,

Wellington.N.Z.

‘Telephone: 49609 Ext, 222 or 792,

RNZAF UFO SIGHTING REPORT

the unidentified radar and visval sightings reported by aircraft and

the Air Traffic Control radars off the north east coast of the South Island

recently, are the result of natural but unusual atmospheric phenomena.

This is the conclusion arrived at in the Air Force's just completed

: yestigation into tne sightings.

Before arriving at his conclusions, the investigating officer

interviewed all the principle witnesses involved in the sightings on the

nights of 20 and 30 December. He also worked closely with the Department

of Scientific and Industrial Research, the Civil Aviation Division of the

Ministry of Transport, and the Meteorological Service.

His report reveals that during the months of December and early

January, atmospheric conditions over New Zealand were conducive to freak

effects om radar and light waves. Also, the planet Venus was rising in the

eastern sky early in the morning, and at this time of the year is unusually

bright in appearance.

)

It was also revealed that for some time the Wellington Air Traffic

Control radar has been giving spurious returns off the east coast of the

South Island.

‘Over the period more than 50 Japanese squid boats sailed from

Wellington to a position 120 miles off Banks Peninsula.

Not only would the squid boats give a good source of radar return

whilst in transit to the squid fishing grounds, but they generate a very

idarge amount of light when fishing at night. Each boat generates about

200. kilowatts of light to attract squid to its lures, and this light source

cannot be discounted as a cause cf some of the visuai sightings.



n

{ .

Th. tinvestigating officer also speculates that lights seen in the

Clacence River mouth could uave come from trains or vehicles traveliing

along the coast, and affected by unusual atmospheric reflections and

xefractions.

There is no evidence to connect the many radar and visual sightings

in the Clarence River and the larger lights seen to the east.

A Ministry of Defence spokesman said the Ministry was completely

eytistscd thore were no unexplained physical objects in the skies at the

time of the sightings.

The Lights were almost certainly from surface or planetary sources

affected by atmospheric reflection, refraction and distortion,

Radar sets are known to be subject to spurious returns, and it was

significant that on the occasions the large light was being filmed by a

television team on board the Argosy freighter, neither Christchurch or

Wellington radars reported any related visual sightings on their screens.

)

The spokesman said that the Ministry of Defence was not specifically

charged with fornal responsibility for investigating so-called unidentified

flying objects in peacetime. However, the Ministry does take an active

interest in all such reports and within the limitations of its resources,

conducts investigations as necessary. .

Commenting on some media speculation that the country was defenceless

against air attack, the spokesman said that New Zealand did not have

a complex air defence system, comprising sophisticated radar equipment

and a force of missiles and interceptor aircraft.



The recently announced Defence Review explain t
h chat cver the next

decade at least, a physical threat to New Zealand's security, by sea

or from the air, is so remote that expenditure of funds on

sophisticated air defence equipments could not be justified.

No costing of a comprehensive air defence system for New Zealand

had been done, but the Defence spokesman said that the bill would be

emormous and well beyond current resource liéveis.

The Defence spokesman concluded by saying that the Ministry totally

discounts the possibility of visits to New Zealand, and particularly

to the areas of the country where the recent reports have suggested, of

alien aircraft or other flying machines. It also categorically discounts

any suggestion that air activity of any kind has taken place which poses

any threat to New Zealand's security. Defence does not share the view of

those who believe we are visited from outer space, or covertly by the air-

craft or machines of potentially unfriendly nations.
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a MINISTRY OF DEFENCE DEPARTMENT OF AERIAL STUDIES >
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* CONTAC ) FOR THE YEAR ENDED 22/ 2/78. (23) AS FOLLOWS: oF
* K5636-.° J MITCHELL LEICESTER — 559/7C CLASS 5 23/ 5/77 0935 *
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Air 39/3/3 PF

22 March 1979

Mr Harry Harris

346 Manchaster Road

West Timperie
Altrincham y
Cheah;

ENELANDAND

‘Dear Sir,

Thank you for. your letter of 13 March asking for details

of the report’ pr the sightings of Unidentified Flying Objects

during ‘thea Christmas/New Year period,

The Air Fores's investigation raport was not made public.
However, I have encloseda cepy of the statement containing the

findings of the investigation that was released te the madia.

I believe this statement will provide you with the

information you seek.

Yours faithfully,

(C0, COLE)
Squadron Leader

RNZAF Public Relations Offic:

Enclosure



MR 3T/3/3. oe

HARRY HARRIS vO

Solicitor

346 Manchester Road

(Washway Road)

West Timperley

Altrincham

Cheshire

Telephone: 061-962 6240 & 969 3942

\
\

our rer; HH/CH AIRMAIL

YOUR REF:

va
13th March, 1979

Ministry of Defence, /
Private Bag,

Wellington,

New Zealand.

cent, RecisTRY
DEFENCE HDGTRS =

Dear Sirs,

Re: "New Years Eve U.F.O Sightings etc"

I would be grateful to receive details of your Government's official

explanation for the above incident as the whole topic interests me immensely.

Thanking you in anticipation.

Yours faithfully,

tr
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COVERING RESTRICTED TM u

‘ Aiephone: Christchurch 794-240 RNZAF Support Group
Ext 734 RNZAF Base Wigram

Private Bag

CHRISTCHURCH

In reply quote: SG 2/13/AIR end Mare

The Chief of Air Staff Pg sy

Royal New Zealand Air Force BA hea oy
Defence Headquarters aR eto
Private Bag Sg Sof

WELLINGTON BaS

RNZAF/DSIR INVESTIGATION INTO

" UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

Forwarded for your action is a letter from Warrant Officer

Uffindell regarding the recent interdepartmental investigation into

unidentified flying objects. Commanding Officer Woodbourne's

covering letter is attached.

.

(H.S.R. SAUNDERS)

Squadron Leader

for Commander

Enclosure: 1. Letter from Warrant Officer Uffindell, dated

_ 30th January 1979.
z |

rE ISLE 
:

| ENCLOSURE 2. Covering letter from Commanding Officer RNZAFCEL

_ RECEIVERp Base Yoodbourne, 4/AIR, dated 31st January 1979.
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RUZAP/DSIA INVESTIGATION ING

UNTDSNTIFTED FLYING OBJECTS

1. Attached is a letter from Warrant Officer I.B. Uffindell
in which he expresses his reservations about the results of the inter-
departmental inquiry into the South Island east coast UFO sightings in
December 1978. .

2. Warrant Officer Uffindell observed objects from this Base
the night of 22/23 December while these were simultaneously plotted
cy Vellingtoa Radar. The duty Flight Service Officer, Mr Bill Frame,
corroborates the Warrant Officer's observations. Thus Uffindell had
a .ersonal and professional interest in the outcome of the inquiry.

3. The inter-departmental team visited Yoodbourme on Friday,
5 January 1979, and during my time with them I gained the firm impres-
sion that they were here to "whitewash" the affair. The DSIR chaps
Lad the answers before they heard the evidence, and when the evidence
did not fit the preconceived theory, then it was seemingly put aside,

de Iohold no particular views on the matter, but do agree
with Warrant Officer Uffindell's opinion that the RNZAF has gained no
benefit from the affair. The Safe Air captains involved have both
been guite critical of the outcome of the inquiry, and therefore,
indirectly, of tne RNZAF.

'
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_ A302381
oy w/O I.B. Uffindell

Tech(M)
No 4TTS

30th January 1979

Phe Commanding Officer

RNZAF Base Woodbourne

UFO_INVESTIGATION

1. I feel that the findings of the Defence Investigat
ion

Committee on UFO's off the Marlborough coast Dec 78/Ja
n 79 are an

insult to all those involved in the sightings and
 subsequent

investigation. :

20 Whilst the committee was comprised of men with a 
high

degree of intelligence, and scientific background,
 I believe they

were all biased towards the type of finding they arr
ived at, pefore

they even commenced their inquiry. ‘This was particularly true of
Mr Thompson from the meteorlogical service. He had rubbished the
idea of anything but atmospheric conditions be

ing the cause, on

numerous occasions on the TV news.

Furthermore, Wg Cdr Clements, the committee chairm
an, stated

36

- that he had no doubts whatever that they would find th
e cause to be

‘astronomical or meteorlogical phenomena, and the othe
r three members

wagreed. This was on Friday 5th January, the inquiry was then at
ill

“in its first day!

4. We Car Clements further stated that CDS had ordered 
the

inquiry, that they were dragging all the old files ou
t of the archives,

and that they were going to try and find the cause 
or source of the

sightings, no matter how long it took. Yet exactly three weeks later
on Thursday 25th January the findings are out, case 

is closed and we
don't want to hear anything more about it.

5. On Monday 22nd January Mr Bill Frame and I took bea
rings

and elevations from the Woodbourne control tower to 
where we had

witnessed three UFO's for an hour. I don't think he even had time to
send them to the committee, yet they had requested th

at we take themo

6. Sir, it is my opinion that this inquiry was a farce 
from

peginning to end and has done much to tarnish the RNZA
F's image in

the public's eye. I request you draw cbDs's attention to the points
I have raised and urge him to re-open the inquiry, thi

s time with at
least some people who hold an open mind on suc

h matterse« .



Recent UFO sightings over

Kaikoura could be explained
by the. bubble theory, Mr I
;Wood said.

He said UFOs were trans-

parent light-reflecting bub-
bles that rose off-the sea

from patches of foam pro-

duced by pollution. ‘The wind
carried the bubbles great dis-
tances, and at high speed the
oil or. other pollutants in’

colours, ©

could be

foam bubbles
NEW PLYMOUTH, ‘Today (PA)—A

Waitara man came up yesterday with a

bubbling new theory: on. UFOs — foam

wafted from the sea itito the air...”

L| strong . updraughts

them ‘gave them bright!|

“7 have studied these for’
years, and have watched
them lift off the sea around
Waitara’ They are about the

size of-a basketball.’
The bubblies, could look bie-

ger than ‘they “were, and
when the wind’ got too strong
they burst, deceiving| people
into thinkjng they.had seen
UFO disappear: ‘at high-
‘speed, he said. .

He said steep. hills in the
Kaikoura’ region produced

which

could carry the bubbles to
great heights.

~ Mr.Wood has written to the
Ministry of Defence about his
‘theory. . «9 -

“This has opened the whele
thing up for me. The things
science chas'*been looking at

for years are produced in. the
sea,” he said.
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Air 39/3/3PR

16 February 1979

WAITARA

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of 12 February, in which

you promoted further theories in respect of Unidentified

Flying Objects.

Your comments and observations have besn noted.

Yours faithfully,

7,

a
(C.D. COLE)

Squadron Leader

RNZAF PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER
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