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NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE FORCE

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS (UFO) FILES

COPIES FOR RELEASE TO THE PUBLIC

FileNumber: AIR 39/3/3 Volume 4

File Title: Reports of UFO’s

File Timespan: Opened: 1981 - Closed 1984

File Declassified: September 2010

Location of Original File: Held at Archives New Zealand

Access to Original File: Restricted until 2054

File Contains: Various UFO sightings from members of the public and

reports on sightings at Christchurch International Airport and Temuka

in 1982. Correspondence from the Office of the Ombudsman relating to

public access to UFO information. Correspondence from / to UFO

research groups in NZ and requests for UFO information from overseas

researchers. Various Press clippings throughout.



_ NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE FORCE

PUBLIC RELEASE OF UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

(UFO) FILES

These copied and redacted files of correspondence on Unidentified Flying

Objects dating from 1952 to 2009 have been Declassified and released to the

public by the New Zealand Defence Force under the Official Information Act.

Access to the original files held by Archives New Zealand is restricted up until

the year 2080 for Personal Privacy reasons. These copied files have had the

personal details of members of the public making UFO reports removed to

preserve their privacy. Personal details of service personnel and civilians

employed by the New Zealand Defence Force and other Government

Departments and Agencies have not been removed. No other information

has been removed or omitted from these files.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF FILES

Correspondence on Flying Saucers began in New Zealand Defence Force

files in 1952 and continued under different names, Unidentified Flying Objects

(UFO) and Unidentified Aerial Sightings (UAS) until the present. The files

contain reports of sightings by private individuals and military personnel,

investigations by Defence and other Government Departments and agencies

into these reports, newspaper clippings on UFOs and letters from individuals

who claim to be in touch with alien beings and craft.

While the files are in general date order from 1952 until the present some file

periods overlap with one another and the documents within each file are not

necessarily in strict date order. There can be duplicate documents within

each file and copies of the same documents (particularly media releases and

reports) can appear in different files.

ACCESS TO UFO FILES

These redacted files are available in hard copy from the Defence Library c/o

Headquarters New Zealand Defence Force Aitken St Wellington. They are

not available in electronic format.
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PLEASE TREAT THIS ITEM WITH CARE:

Do not remove any item from this file °

Do not add any item to this file

Do not write on or erase anything from this file

Do not flag, label, or otherwise damage this file

This loan is valid for three months from .....:28 AUG 2010

PLEASE RETURN WITHIN THREE (3) MONTHS TO

Government Loans Service

Archives New Zealand Head Office

Ground Floor Reception,

10 Mulgrave Street

WELLINGTON

OR ASK FOR AN EXTENSION

Phone: (04) 894 6063

Fax: (04) 495 6210

Email: government.loans@archives.govt.nz

Unless returned within 3 months, or extended, overdue charges will apply
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at het bebest only five years ago. in deciding that that

witertaking should bea bonoured, the provisions of the Ufficial

information agi umctaons (2) Ca) and (hb) were ssen to apply.

4E TYegauested, vopige of sbatements made Ly Mrs Moreland in ifs and

recor ef antercviewe with hec are also enclosed far yoor

information. It if easy to wnaerstend Ker wi bo avyeid further

publicity. Me Reapman claims to reqaice the infermacion icr

SQarcn purpores only, bet the dinistry has ao centidence that

eurrection of the matter would not result in what tre KoCallum

ld consider tp be harragament. Lt wau this posgibility that wes

ne in mind vather than the confidentiality af her name for its

e, After all, if we gayrt ur Koapmen the information kh

ell consider his underk king to us to be wo more binding

than ours te her had peen + and he gaye he knows Hrs Moreland's new
name and address,

ef the 3

in late 1978 andraperk int g ais

fet & report veri 2 @ (Lieht condneted on 2?

January Lo74. .En BOL criced in a press releaze at

@ th cont ainin Hil of the salient fisdings of the enquiry.
Ae recommaziscance Plight or 2 Jangary yielded no furtner positive

inf ion. It was theret eved tnab in nassing a copy of

the release te Mr tnapiaan the Ministry had satisfied the
vegolr nie under tha Offietal information Bet Section 16te).

Copies tne main ragoert and of the press relea Be Bre enclosed tor
your information. I< should adé that until now, the main report has

aot been released to any agency or person outside the Mloistry of

Defence.

Raturaily, tie ARZAF has an underlylag reagonsibility Or Lhe

security of Maw Yealand airspace, Ite attitade to UFOs however is

not dizsimiler from that of the United betaties Aix Foree whieb gince
about 32974, i am teld, has worked to the pooLicy chat "reports oft

unidentified objecte entexing United States airapace are of

jutereat to the military as a regular pact of defense surveillance.

Beyond that, the U8 Air Boree no longer investigates repercs of UFO

sightinge*, It may be pertinent co aote tom that in 1977 in a

statement attributed to BASA it waa concinded: Saee what existe is

patiliog collection of intriguing | anecdetal avigence for

aysterious phenomena, usually referrad to as UFOS*®, ‘There is no

i
s

w

8

evigense I nen: of Lhat establishes. UFOS ag a Fact.¢

Yhe RAZAY da net and has never been required as a matter of cuusse

either to investigate UFu sightings, aor to collate reperts

forvardea to it. rhis of course is a question of policy for che

Governgient to decide, but the Ministry's advice would be rhat

propesals such as the one made by Mr fnapman should not be

entertainnd, So far AS i am aware, only in one case ~ Lhat of wae

W‘Raikouve Incidant® of 1978-99 - nas the Government directed that
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i gery of Transport), ‘ Le are ad? to

extent of determining whether the rep phenome sould
eaBachabhy ba cadt ated with a known physiugl avent. These could

4104!

t ¥e
ical balloon reflecting a flash of sunlight

h altitude as ik moves out of the Barth's shadow after duck
urtace, of an unusually bright planet or star near the

or anonolona propagation of bright en on the suriace,

hike, Generally, ag with the Ba: ve ;

and not the detaile of the inves

of sightings come frowe those who are genuinely ougtied

about smaetbing they have seen, and ara wade in good faith. Others

are taken up by these for whem UF's it seeme will explain all the
mysteries of the universe. Their diligence on the subject ig noc

matched by any sense of balance ox of the need for dispassionate

angoiry. The Ministry should not in my view vylllingly ger draw

iat-¢ thea pureuit of chimera and should avoid nov idiag tuel fer
feverad imaginations.

ie more balanc ohserver, uremnt difficulties arise, An

on almogt always reaches @ paint where Lt has at least
Blied that the observer had been focle 2

ilenging the reliabilityof his physical sensed, weich
no cepnse te doubt hitherto, can very easily turn an

jective dis@uasion inte a subjective one. The main issue of
whether ox net there was a UPG tends te become losk as the observer

perceives a need to Gefend e personal position, especially if, as

ig often tha case, the matter has bargme public. In thia kiné of

ate surrounding the reportad experiences of athars obsessions

@ to be given Free rein. Imaginative theeried seam to blossom,

including aconsations of official conspiracy to cover ur vital

ay how much infermation is released.

ine ce i rates the potential for

miaand gh ndead seem in retresgect (with oniy

che 25- wireeia weitten Wh. to go by} thas ip these matters
even the Investigators sam ae find ic diffieull to maintain

their detachuent, yh is a eule nob to canclude ti @

investigating offieer mest eoly involved might have aliowad Riz

obvious lnherest to reflect 4 to strengthen Mra Morelandts

couviectiowa (alcheangh gation t seem te recall that *uro

scares* ELE =F TE at time). we ghahi never ko. But r
Goubh that that office ent on toe complete a

Af - would care to !

does Sree Metallum.

career as an engineer

of the episode,any for

There Seen te me to be an obvicus need Lo protect the privacy

individuals iu cases such as tnia one. fhey should neat be eeue



a
e

Lo aicole, and a statutory power to protect then exists

under OF ne ae ek the Act, IF should net think it reasonable

eiandg) MeCallum to zhe atbenbiongs

ap Me Koapmean's (and it ie wer exer wish that

This would T Buggaoe te the eunszequence Li we
ecedent vhich had the afieat automatically oz
ts and perhaps thele seurces the property of thardk

whe workings of the Ufficial Inferwetion act.
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sink alao turns on the predilections of «he eccentric

and the more extreme believers in vigitationa from outer

#eems more than Likely that any item of intermetion,
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ia summary, ret two of Mr Knapman? = Yaqguests cannet bea met

and Lobe est was declined in the light of Sections 9(2) a)

nd (ob) ielal Information het. Aa to the further

request, ou wail agree that for gaod reasons the Ministry
bas not 2 gatiefy if in all reepectsy; thak the defence
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he provisions ok the ulficial infermation Act as
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Ref: OT 3h

peel . Office of the Ombudsman
welephone: 739 533 a 4th Floor, Chase ABA Wouse

3.8. Box 10152 fier 163-165 The Terrace

The Terrace, Wellington py Wellington
{ 2

\

. 9 May 198

The Secretary of Defence

Ministry of Defence

Private Bag

WELLINGTON

Dear Mr McLean,

I refer to my letter of 6 April concerning the request

I have received from Mr H.J. Knapman, on behalf of the

Mutual UFO Network Inc., to investigate and review the

decision by Squadron Leader P.J. Lynch under the Official

Information Act not to make available information he had

requested. I should be grateful to receive your advice

on when I may expect to receive your report.

Yours sincerely,



iB

Welephone: 739 533

©. Box 10152

The Terrace, Wellington

Office of the @mbudsman
4th Floor, Chase NBA Bouse

163-165 The Terrace

Wellington

6 April 1984

The Secretary of Defence gh
Ministry of Defence LEa
Private Bag

WELLINGTON Stee To pe

Dear Mr McLean, Ma fo. #

I have received a request from Mr H.J. Knapman, on

behalf of the Mutual UFO Network Inc, Box 22-638, High Street,

Christchurch, to investigate and review the decision by

Squadron Leader P.J. Lynch under the Official Information Act

on 17 November 1983 not to make available information he had

requested.

I understand the circumstances to be as follows. On

17 September 1983 Mr Knapman asked for the following

information:-

4. A copy of the report on several movie films

taken by civilians in April 1954 which were

made available to the Air Force and, if

possible, copies of these films.

2 A copy of a senior NCOQ's report on UFO

sightings at Whenuapai on 18 August 1954.

3. The report on Mrs F. Moreland!s sighting

of a UFO on 13 July 1959.

4, The report by the Air Force on 2 January 1979

of a UFQ sighting at Kaikoura.

On 17 November 1983 Squadron Leader P.J3. Lynch replied

that the Ministry of Defence had no record or copies of the

1954 movie films to which Mr Knapman had referred. Secondly,

he said the Ministry did not have a report or any information

on the sighting which Mr Knapman attributed to a senior NCO

-lat the RNZAF base at Whenuapai in August 1954. He commented

that the report on the sighting by "Mrs F. Moreland" in 1959

was confidential,and an assurance had been given to the

witness by the Secretary of Defence that the results of the

Jenquiry would not be released without her permission. He added

‘|that the witness had been contacted and she had requested that



her privacy be respected. He said that the report would not be

made available. He also provided a copy of a press release

relating to the reported Kaikoura sightings between December

4978 and January 1979,

Mr Knapman has made the following comments. In

respect of his first request, he says the Ministry were

definitely given movie films in 1954. His source of informa-

tion is Michael Hervey'ts book "UFOs over the southern hemis-

phere", first printed in 1975. At page 220 it states:~

"During April 1954 the N.Z. Air Force received

several movie films taken by civilians showing

strange, mysterious pinpoints of light moving

across the sky. They were duly examined by

experts who later admitted that they had been

unable to trace-their origin, or offer any

explanation as to what could have caused the

lights in the sky".

Mr Knapman accepts the Ministry's reply on the second

item of information he requested. He is dissatisfied with the

decision on his request for the report on Mrs Moreland*s

sighting in 1959. He says that although he knows Mrs Moreland's

present address and new married name, he. respects her privacy

and will not contact her about her sighting directly. He

says he gave the Ministry an assurance that he would never

pass this information about her to anybody. He says that the

release of this report would be of great value to him, as it

would give him a guideline and comparison to the other hundreds

of cases he has investigated. He does not consider it

reasonable that the Ministry has refused to release the report

to him on the grounds of a request made by Mrs Moreland more

than 25 years ago to keep it confidential. He recognises

this was necessary for her protection at the time when UFO

witnesses were harassed by the public. He adds that he has

no wish to make public any information he receives from the

Ministry.

Mr Knapman says that the fourth item of information he

requested has not been provided. He asked for the internal

report about the findings of the Air Force, following the

Orion flight on January 1979 east of Kaikoura.

Finally, Mr Knapman has made a general comment that he

would like to see the Air Force collating any UFO information

which it is willing to pass on to UFO research groups without

the necessity for the groups to state names, dates, years etc,

before any information is provided. He adds that he has

provided the Ministry with hundreds of UFO reports on micro-

Film. In conclusion he asks whether any arrangements can be

made for authentic UFO research groups like MUFON to receive

information for scientific research purposes.

(Sneo ts

epbe)
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I should therefore be grateful to receive your report

on this matter, It should contain the detailed reasons for

the decision of the Ministry not to make available the

information Mr Knapman requested and include reference to the

precise grounds on which it believes there exists good reason

under the Official Information Act for withholding the

information. I should also like to know what consideration

the Ministry gave to ss.16 and 17 of the Act when considering

Mr Knapman's request and whether you consider good reason

exists under the Act for withholding all the information

requested,

I should also like to see the information requested and

withheld, the papers supporting your views and those that were

considered by Squadron Leader Lynch when deciding not to make

the information available. In the areas where no information

could be found, I should be grateful for your advice on the

steps which were taken to locate the information requested.

Finally, I should point out that the Ministry has

not complied with its obligation under

Information Act to advise an applicant

her right to seek under s.28(2) of the

Act an investigation and review of the

s.19(b) of the Official
for information of his/
Official Information

refusal by an Ombudsman.

If you are unable to provide your report within three

weeks, I should like to be informed.

Yours sincerely,

Chief Ombudsman
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former Mrs Moreland should be honoured, the provisions of the

Official Information Act Sections 9 (2) (a) and (b) were seen

to apply.

Oe AE As requested, copies of statements made by Mrs Moreland
enclom®, Gos yo bye

in 1959 and records of interviews with her are ettechor,

Resueal—of _theasenake \t-Sasy to understand her wish to avoid
further publicity. Mr Knapman claims to require the information

for research purposes only but the Ministry of Defence has no

walt,

confidence that resurrection of this teste will not result in she
Abeer 022 tA ls Wess posscbility, ner con @ideartialiHet ity 26,C& bas vome, HAds at corn? issue bone.
eeeae

renewed harassment of Mrs McCallum. a"| if Mr Knapman
Verto

poxteSe given thés information, teem he ayyell consider his

undertaking to us to be no more binding than was ours to Mrs

McCallum.

orator
at AG Piped,Mr Knapman haspasked variously for a copy of

Kanou ren

the RNZAF report into the alleged UFO sightings at Wereerc in

late 1978 and for a report on a specific reconnaissance flight

conducted on 2 Jan 79. The main report was summarized in

a press release at the time which..contained all cf the salient

Findings of the enquiry. The reconnaissance flight of 2 Jan 79

pegid ig

yielded no further information. It was therefore considered

that in passing a copy of the press release to Mr Knapman the

Ministry had satisfied the requirements of the Official Information

Act Section 16 (e). Copies of the main report and of the press

release are atbschetr, also eiclesneD Gas yon wf Qe
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sources ranging -fromentine enquiries from the interested

endresporsibte to—-thuse fromthe -tinatic- fringe, Copies

wi enclosed.
of previous correspondence fem Mr Knapman are attached, from

6

mo atk issue,
x Of the four requests for information made—by—Mr-trapmatr,

the first two cannot be satisfied. As Mr Knapman has already

been told, no reports of movie films taken’. in 1950 nor any

evidence of their existence are held in Defence files. Neither

is there any record of a report by a senior NCO on UFO sightings

Ton not Qa mealion with dhe compleo&
at Whenuapai in August 1954. Sur-enly_observationf qouid be
Mcchoe! Varnes, y ond howe no wom, of esha, shing is bowel Qmas. T Me ~v4+

newn au

Vow wloblar bis book is wegende2 ag cuthautetine in UFO circles, but it 6
Rarety be-taker_as-anthoriteative, perticuberty sincy, authors of
Qos 4a claare

such Works are seldom noted por the:theirip_balance and ob jectivityg. Semen.

Gr ae Turning to the then Mrs Moreland's account of her encounter
—ee ——

with a UFO and its occupants in 1959, Yur Knapman has (gain) been
he

advised that -m undertaking #eeeteem given her that this material

ts still in done.

will not be released without her consentg Copies of correspondence

ane loaf
between her and the Ministry of Defence are attached and these

speak for themselves. -bt-wtit-tbe-notedthat, Gontrary to Mr

Knapman's claim that this assurance was made 25 years ago and that
relearn

for-thts-reasen it somehow now lacks validity, they €orrespondence

took place in 1979. In deciding that the undertaking to the

/ former Mrs Moreland
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5 April 1964 ~ ~

Radio Hauraki

PO Box 1486 so

AUCKLAND

Dear Messrs Stauffer and Wishart

I refer to your letter of 26 March 1994 in which you ask for

information from Defence files *on extraterrestrial space

craft and or occupants that have landed or have been sighted

in New Yealand territery". I understand too that you have

separately requested from the Defence Public Relations Office

details of the sightings of UFOs since the reported incidents

around Kaikoura in 1979.

it iw not possible to mest the terms of reference ae you have

phrased them in your letter. The Miniatry of Defence holds

no information whatsoever to suggest that aliens have landed

in New Zealand, or that they or their spacecraft have been
sighted here. I wan asstire you categorically that New Zealand

Government agencies have not “dealt" in any way with extra-

terrestrial apacecraft or their occupants. Neither haa

material suggesting that ethers have done so heen provided

to us by other Governments - I have aot seen, for example,

the declassified papars of United States Government origin

that you mention.
a

“

By definition a UFO is an unidentified Flying object. I know

that some people claim to have identified these things and
even to have coneorted with aliens. I have seen nething to

suggest that thoae claime ean be substantiated.

Distinet from claims of close encounters with sentient aliens,

there remains the puzzle of sightings of add lights and shapes.

In this regard the New Zealand position is similar to that

which I understand now pertains in the United States. It

was NASA, I believe, that put it succinetiy in 1977 by saying

*,.eeWhat exists is a baffling collection of intriguing

anecdotal evidence fer mysterious phenomena, usually referred

to as UFO's*. Also, I am told that "reports of unidentified

objects entering United States air space are ef interest to

the military as a regquiar part of defense surveillance. Beyond

that, the Us Air Poree no longer investigates reporta of UFO

sightings." In this country, however, the Reyal New Zealand

Air Force has never been required to investigate UFO sightings

as a matter of course. (The Kaikoura case was a special one

in which the Government asked the RNZAF to investiqate, and
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which was fully reported upon at the time.} Mer is the RNZAF

or any other part of the Ministry of Defence required to act

as a Go~ordinating hoedy for recerding such sightings. I

understand that reports from the public ars received From

time to time separately by the Police, by the Civil Aviation

Division and the Meteorological Service of the Ministry of
Tranaport, and by the BSR. Some reports ara cross-checked

among these agencies primarily to determine whether there

may be a physical reason for the phanomenon ar it was observed -

such as a large alroraft: or 2 meaheorolagieal balloon catching

the sunlight at high altitude after dusk or before dawn.

Turning now te your telephoned request, I can provide the

following summaries of incidents which have heen reported

to the Alr Staff.

On April 20, 1979, a single orange light waa seen passing

over Palmerston North. The light, when studied through

binoculars, appeared to ba an unflickering naked flame

with characteriaties similar to the flama of a keresens

Hurricane lamp. Tha light was first aldqhted at 1859hr

at a height of about 2060£t travelling from Ackautere

towards Hokeyhitu. fhe light seurce war cireniar and

ljazvge enough to present itself as a diese. To either

side and above the dise was a small area cf red light.

The impression gained by the cbserver was of an enceming

aevially mounted € welt car headlight, shining alongside

a red painted surface. The light gradually qree dimmer
as it climbed higher travelling tewards Pahiatur. Tf

was lost from sight shortly after 1900hr,

Based on the deacription and behaviour of the light,

RNZAP anquiries found that it had the characteriatics
of a radar balloon carrving a Lamp atheched te the radar

reflector. That conclusion was supported by the

Superintendent of Physical Meteerology and although a

radar balieen had not heen launched from Gheksa air base

at the time it was ret uncommon for these balleens to

be found in the hands of othersSoutside the Meteorological

Services.

6n April 26, 1979, several residents of Palmersten forth

saw orange lights traversing the city. A single light

was sighted shortly after 2205hr over Palmerston North

by the observer reporting the April 20 sighting. It

was described ag having a dise ahape of yellow Light

surrounded by a thin corona of red-light. It was

estimated to be Skm distant and tracking along the

vA, Watershed of the northern Tararua Ranges, It was visible

until 2307hr. At 2230hr on April 26 a further sighting

was. made of an orange ball moving rapidly over Palmerston

North. It gave the appearance of burning and pulsated

from very pale to darker orange. Age it moved away it

showefed sparks and appeared to dip and move from side

to-side. It was in sight fer about five to seven minutes.

Shortly after, three similar objects were sightedby



the witness in a shallow V formation in approximately

the same position as the first sighting. The formation
travelled from north to south over Palmerston North.

fhe characteriatics of thease lights were similar to

the April 20 sighting with the light emanating from

vadar balloons.

For a week in December 1980 between O510hr and 0600hr

a bright object was seen in the east from Te Fohue and

climbed slowly. It was only seen whens the air was

elear.

RNZAF enquiries inte the sighting found that in all

probability lt was the planet Venus.

On August 13, 1986, air traffie radar at Qhakea reported

an unidentified object 22 miles south of Napier.

Meteorological conditions at the time of the report

indicated that the sighting was a radar return on a

Sleud formation.

On January 26, 1981, a lighted object was sighted

approaching Christchurch airport from the south-east

at 0449bc. The objuct travelled fast toa the airpert,

manosuvred and hovered overhead before departing to the

south-eart. The object, lit with a bright white light

with an orangs tinge at its periphery, waa in sight for

14 minutes.

An illuminated meteorological balloon had been released

at 0450hr and had moved after release to the west,
south-west, south, south-east and then east in the firet

ten minutes. The balloon was a possible explanation.

On July 3, 1981, the Christchurch Flight Information

Office of the Civil Aviation Division of the Hinigstry

of Transport was advieed ef the sightings of an object

near Case at 2190hr that day. The object was described

to be like a Newmans bus with bright lighte of red/blue
shades and was sighted manoeuvring below hilitope before

moving Off to the north-east. The weather was clear

excapt for cleud patches around the peaks, and visibility

was good.

No RNZAF or known civil aircraft were in the area at

the time.

En February, 1982, a white Light was viewed through a

skyhawk window for a fraction of a second in Lower

Hutt. It appeared to Flare out and gave no appearance

ef falling ar leaving a trail of light.



Bir Stare enquiries found that the Light conld he
emitted fre:m any one of g number ef sources ~ & momentary

Teflection af 4 car light, a bright meteorite er evan
3 portion of Space junk,

Youre sincerely

D Law

for Secretary of Defence
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20 March 1984

Secretary of Defence

. Private Bag

Wellington —

Dear Sir,

We are applying under the Offical Information Act 1983

for all information that you have on extraterrestrial

space craft and or occupants that have landed or have

been sighted in New Zealand territory.

Our inguires along these lines follow the declassification

and publication of offical American Government Documents

admitting the capture and study of aliens and their space

eraft.

We think its likely that New Zealand agencies have dealt

in a similar way with U.F.O.'s and their occupants.

Thanking you for your co-operation,

Yours faithfully,

MAR ASP BE
MARK STAUFER —

IAN WISHART

NEWS JOURNALISTS ~~

RE-CaRED TO
SAL OS"Aoki &

Hauraki Enterprises Ltd. 4th Floor Caltex House, Fanshawe Street, Auckland, New Zealand. P.O. Box 1480. Phone 34-899, Cables: Haurad.



MOUNT COOK

Dear

Thank you

for the delay in

The Royal

Defence,doss nat

ne
4
)

Air %9/3/3

Ay

16 January 1984

for your letter dated 19 December, I am sorry

responding but I have been away for a month.

New Zaaland Air Force eel the Ministry of
investigate UFO sightings unless asked to do

so by the Government.

Any reports on UFO sightings should be made to your

lecal Pelice station.

I hops this answers your inquiry, and again I regret

the time delay in replying to your letter.

Yours faithfully

Gil
(P.U. MATTLAND)
Sergeant

for RNZAF Public

Relations Officer
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Air 39/3/3

17 November 1983

Mr HJ. Knapman

P.O. Box 22638

High St

CHRISTCHURCH

Dear Mr Knapman,

Thank you for your letter of 17 September in which

you sought details of various UFO sightings, under the Official

Information Act.

Firstly, quite an amount of research and investigation

has been done on your behalf but unfortunately we have no record

or ‘copies of the 1954 movie filme to which you refer. Neither

do we have a report or any infermation on the sighting that you

attribute to a SNCO at RNZAF Whenuapai in August 1954. We

have also checked records held by the National Archives but

have been unable to find any information which may be of help

to you.

With regard to the 1959 sighting by 'Mrs F. Moreland'

I can advise that the report is confidential and an assurance

was given to the witness by the Secretary of Defence, that the

Ministry of Defence would do nothing to release the results of

the enquiry conducted by the RNZAF without her permission. The

witness has been contacted and she has requested that her

privacy be respected and consequently the report will not be
made available.

The RNZAP issued a Preas Release regarding the

reported Kaikoura sightings in Dee 78/Jan 79 and a copy of

this is enclosed although I feel sure that you will have a

copy of your own already.

Quite obviously I have been unable to give you

any substantial new information so although considerable time

and effort has been spent in researching the background

/material



material to give you a reply no charges will be made as would
normally be the case for Official Information Act requests.

Yours faithfully

for Chief of Air Staff

Enclosure: 1. RNZAF UFO Sighting Report
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MUFOR J MUTUAL UFO NETWORK, INC.

Mutual UFO Network103 Oldtowne Rd é
Sectional S$ I Director

Seguin Texas 47/9/83 Harold J] Knapman

78155 USA RECEIVED PO Box 22638 High St
21 Ser ss Christchurch NZ
en Phone 527953

To:~ Cheif of Air Staff, ~EFENCE HDOENS °
Defence Headquarters,

Wellington, Air 39/3/3

Dear Sir,

Aug 27

Thankyou for your reply to my Sepé~th. 1983,

letter. In reply to your letter 14 Sept,I request the following information

if possible through the information act.”

In April 1954 several movie films were taken by civilians & turned over to

the Airforce for examineation & report,if possible a copye of that report

& Or some frame copies of the film

On Aug 18,1954,a Snr NCO stationed at Whenuapai A.F.Stn saw a cigar shaped

object & reported it, an investigation was done,if possible a copy of this

report.

July 13.1959 Mrs F.Moreland Blenheim Disc shaped objectseen, Investigated by

the Airforeg. A copy of the report Please, “

The RNZAF report of the Reconnaissance Flight Jan 2nd 1979 Kaikoura ufos.

I have no objections to paying for this material,as I said in prev Louse

letters to you any information received from the Airforce is for my files

only, for research. The wittnesess will not hear from me or my collegues

in any form about their sightings,I do respect ther privacy,I do hope you

will grant my request for research,hope to hear from you soon.

Kindest regards,

tl hig Harold J Knapman,

Director for MUFON N.Z.
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Air 39/3/3

28 October 1983

Mr J.C. Thompson

57 Dillion Street

BLENHEIN

Dear Mx Thompson,

hank you for your letters of 25 August and

3 Oectoher regarding sightings of unidentified phenomena

in the Kaikoura area in Dacember 1978. You will notice

that I refer to ‘unidentified phenomena’ because that is
precisely what I think these sightings should be termed.

They are certainly unidentified and there is absolutely

no evidence that what were seen were objects of any kind -

only lights er light sources.

fo answer your questions.

The RNZAF did carry out a thorough investigation

of the alleged sightings. In fact the scope of the

investigation was greater than any previous efforts made by

the RNZAF to establigh an explanation for sightings of this

nature. The news service statement by the PRO(Air) stated
that all the prineipal witneas¢es had been interviewed. That
is precisely correct. All of the principal witnesseg had

been interviewed and any other witnesses, in the view of

.the inveatigating officer, would not have contributed in

any substantial way to the investigation.

The investigating officer consulted with the Civil
: Aviation Division of the Ministry of Transport on a number of

occasions while compiling his repert. No reference was made

to the alleged Waikawa Bay sighting because that was not in
his terms of reference, If any comments were made by Woodbourne

and Wellingten Air Traffic Control about the Waikawa Bay sighting

it waa obviously not considered relevant to the Kaikoura
investigation.

You have on a number of occasions stated that the
Waikawa Bay sightings lasted for upwards of 55 minutes and yet

Mr F.D. Macdonald whe reported the sighting states in hia letter

to 'The Marlborough Expresa' on 28th December 1978 that the

sighting lasted 16 minutes. Quite legically anyohe making

a comment on this aspect of that ‘sighting' is going to quote

/the princip}¢
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the principal witness (in this case Mr Macdonald) rather than

any other source, especially if that seurce did not actually

witness the sighting.

You can be absolutely sure that the RNZAF will not

be investigating the Waikawa Eay sighting and will certainly

not be re-opening the investigation into the Kaikoura sightings.

All of the Departments involved in this matter are satisfied

that it has been handled properly and correctly. The final

paragraph of the Defence press release clearly defines the

Ministry of Defence's stand on so-called UFOs. That is clearly

Defence policy and unless absolute proof of anything to the

contrary becomes evident then, despite the convictions or

beliefs of anybody else, that stand will not change.

You have askeé for a copy of the Kaikoura sightings

report and a list of the ten principal witnesses and the time

each spent in interview. Firstly the report is a restricted

document and will not be released because to do so would

compromise the confidentiality of the witnesses" statements,

and in the same way providing details of each of the witnesses

could see them being the recipients of unsolicitored mail about

a subject which they may wish to have nething more to say.

The times that each witness spent in interview was not recorded.

Reference in a previous letter to you by Mr Bb. Law,

te a fee for work undertaken to give you this reply would

normally apply, however es I am unable to give you any new

information no charges have been made although considerable

time has been spent in researching the background material.

I would like to point out that there is little purpose

to be served by persuing this matter through the Ministry of

Defence any further as we have no further tangible information

which we can give you.

Yours faithfully,

for Chief of Air Staff
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a MINISTRY OF DEFENCE LL

All corre.,zondence should be addressed ta’ in reply please quote:

THE SECRETARY OF DEFENCE,

PRIVATE BAG, WELLINGTON, N.Z.

Telephone 726 499

Air 39/3/3

DEFENCE HEADQUARTERS

WELLINGTON, N.Z. ©

22 August 1983

Mr 3 C Thompson

57 Dillon Street

BLENHEIM

Dear Mr Thompson

Thank you for your letter of 9 August seeking information under the

Official Information Act, on UFO sightings in the Kaikoura region

in 1978,

Air Staff, Defence Headquarters Wellington now have your letter and

are currently researching their files so that they can reply to all

your questions. I am sure you will appreciate that the task of

Preparing a reply once the information is at hand may take a little

while, and that under the terms of the Official Information Act, the

Ministry of Defence is obliged to levy a fee for the work undertaken.

Accordingly, an officer from Air Staff will contact’you’once they

have completed their examination of any material that is available

and inform you of the costs involved in preparing a comprehensive

response to your enquiries.

IP you have any further queries you should contact Squadron Leader

Lynch, the Air Staff Information Contact Officer, Ministry of Defence

Wellington ~ 726-499 extension 8344,

Yours sincerely

Aas
D Lau

for Secretary of Defence

M.D. 208 ®
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Bear Mr Thempeon

Thenk you for your Lettar of 9 August eeeking information under the
Official Information Act, om UFO aightingsa in the Kelkourea region

in 1978,

Ais Steff, Defenon Headquarters UVellington now have your letter and

are currently researching their files sa that they can reply to all

your questions, i am eure you will eppreciete that the task of
preparing a reply once the infermetion is at hand may take a littis
while, and that under the tarme of the Official Information Act, the

Minietry of Defence is obliged te levy « fee far the uork undertaken.
Aceardingly, an officer from fir Staff will contact you once they

have completed their examination of any material that ie aveileble

and inform you of the cesate invelved in preparing a comprehensive

response to your anquirias.

If yeu have eny further queries you should contact Squadron Leader

Lyneh, the Air Staff Infermation Contact Officer, Ministry of Defence
Wellington ~ 726-499 extenaion 634d,

Yours sincerely

0 Lew

for Seeretery of Defence
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a Agee Ace ow dea
1. Attached is an enquiry from the wk ow eB coo
2. It would be appreciated if a draft reply could be

prepared within your branch/staff and forwarded to Policy |2% 4
Branch which will be responsible for preparation of the

letter in its final form for the Minister's signature. If

it is judged that the Minister should have background

information to the issue before signing the letter, a draft

covering letter to the Minister from the Secretary ox, Deputy

Secretary should also be prepared. ' . .

: f
3. In view of the urgency which must be given to >
Ministerial enquiries, the draft should be forwarded to

Policy Branch, attention AO(Pol)D by /&/ & /&3 . if
for some reason this is not possible the officer dealing with

the matter is to have an interim reply to the correspondent,

for the Minister's signature, with Policy Branch within the

prescribed seven-day deadline. In addition the staff involved

are to provide a written. explanation, addressed to Dep Sec Def,

through DPD, explaining why it is not possible to provide the

draft reply within the given time.

for Sec Def
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i

1. File Reference for working papers: fhe 39-8-3.
2. Name of applicant: Mr T.-C. THomPsON ° “F .

. . oo vote
3. Adéress: S74 Ditton ST ) BAENHENY _

. ne wks t

4. Telephone: ‘ ,
. _ .. . ih.

5. - Date request received: UF $3 :

6.) Specific nature of request: QUESTIONS on AFOS 4 s/a9.
7. General nature of request:

Access to official information @P
Access to personal information
Access to internal rules $22

- Access to reasons for decisions | S23

- , Correction of information S26 t

4 _ .

8. Delay likely? If so date advice sent: }

3. Staff to action request: AIR STAFF* [sober oe |
10. Position: nosy (r\ a ; . \

11. ‘Forwarded On: /), ¥- ©8 '

12. Returned On: _ _ a ;

13. Decision made (delete those not applicable) Date action completed

Ae Release approved/not approved

be Release approved with alteration/deleti-ns

Release approved subject to conditions

da. Request transferred
e. Personal information amended

fe Notation placed on personal record

14. Charges raised: YES f/ NO {calculation form on reverse side)

15. Charges paid: “ Date: SRR Nos: 7

16. Applicant advised on: _ :

7. Information supplied on:

18. Form of Access: 7 -

_19. . Grounds for Secision in 13 a-f:

20. . Authority: ; (name) Appointment:

: , : Date:

B
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Air 39/3/3

14 September 1983

Mr Harold @ Knapman

PO Box 22638

High Street

CHRISTCHUREH

Dear Sir,

Thank you Por your letter of 27 Auguat concerning

the release of information on Unidentified Flying Objecta
under the Official Information Act.

Your latter does not specifyywhat information

you seek on UFOs.

Under the Ast any requast for information must

be for a specific subject, Once that request is received

&@t will be reviaved and the decision reached on whether
or not that information can be released.

Of course charges are involved. These are 10¢

reproduction fees for each copy in excess of 50 and $10

per half hour for research after the first hour.

Yours faithfully,

ae
(€.0. COLE}
Squadron Leader

RNZAF Public Relations Officer

FILE. POs
a



MUFOR/ MUTUAL UFO NETWORK, INC.

Mutual UFO Network

Sectional § I Director

Harold J Knapman

PO Box 22638 High St
j Christchurch NZ

" Phone 527953

103 Oldtowne Ra

Seguin Texas

78155 USA 27/8/83 RECEIVEO AUG A
Funes na

foi- Squadron Leader C.D.Cole,

RNZAF Public Relations Officer,

c/- Chief of Air Staff,
Defence Headquarters,

Private Bag, Vellington.

Air 39/3/3 FR.

Dear Sir,

I thank you for your letter 5 August 1983.0n the request of the

retrieaval of information of UFO's. I may have misquoted in asking for

information of UFO's,I request that it should of been through the or

under the Official Information Act, If I handnt at the time Im sorry,

I wish to at this time request any informagiom leading to the release

of UFO data or Films,photos,etc,Under the Official Information Act.

I will look forwards to your reply soon.

Kindest regards,

Harold J Knapman,

S.I,Sectional Director for,

MUFON ~ NwZ.

FILE. fo
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Air 39/3/3 DR

5 August 1983

Mr Harold 3 Knapman

Director MUFON NZ

PO Box 22638 High Street

CHRISTCHURCH

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter requesting infarmatian

an Unidentified Flying Objects and to work with the RNZAF

to investigate information and exchange information,

The RNZAF, ae I explained in my letter te you

of 18 October 1981, dees nat undertake investigations inta

tha sightings of Unidentified Flying Objecta,

When #@ sighting is reported ta the RNZAF it

sansults with cbher Government agencies sueh aa the Civil

Aviation, the Meteorologiaal Service and the DSIR in an

effort ta aliminata obvious causes.

Your interest in absisting the RNZAF in this
matter is appreciated but as«I have said the RNZAF ia not

involved in UFO investigations.

Yours faithfully,

Ze
(€.8. €oLe)
Squadron Leader

RNZAF Public Relations Officer
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_ MUPFORN 7 MUTUAL UFO NETWORK, INC.

103 Oldtowne Rd

Seguin Texas

78155 USA

Mutual UFO Network

Sectional S 1 Director

Harold J} Knapman

PO Box 22638 High St

Christchurch NZ
To:~ Director Opperations, Phone 527953

Air Staff Headquarters,

Wellington,N.Z.

Dear Sir,

iam writing this request for any information the Airforce has

regarding UFOs.Any information I recieve will be garanteed confidential

& will remain thus.The information is to be used for research perposses

only,on our computers etc.I have been in contacts with Sqaudron Leader

Bunn at Wigram Airforce Base at CHCH & I have passed on to him copies of

my files on Micro Film,plus a set of our Questionnairs which I no doubt

he has sent to your Headquarters.1 would like if its possiable to work in

with the Airforce to investigate & to exchange information on UFOs.

I have investigated hundreds of sightings with the help of a very excellent

team of Proffesional people.I will be bringing my files up to date on the

micro films very shortly & will send to Squadron Leader Bunn the up to date

set of Films.I could quote if you like the case of Mrs Moreland 13 July,1959.

I do know her address at this moment,plus her new married name,but I

respect her request for confidentiality of her name etc. Our research team

is the only present one in N.Z.that is investigating UFO sightings in a

scientific manner & we hope your Dept may help us in the future,We also

have all available data on the Kaikoura sighting 1978 - 79. films, ATC tapes

ete,except the Airforce report.Thank you for your Attention,hope to hear

from you soon,
REFERRED TO

: . Kindest Regards
ofs |i Harold J Knapnan,

—— Director MUFON N.Z.
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21 Mareh 1983

LOVER HUTT

Dear Sir,

Thank you for yaur letter asdking an explanation to
the light you saw. Please accept my apologies in replying.

Unfortunately the infarmatian yeu gave in your letter

was not aufficisnt te peeltively idantify the light. The

date of the sighting would have been useful,

From my inquiries the light eculd heve been amitted

by any one of 6 number of esurces ~ & momantery reflection

of a car head lamp, « bright metearite, ar sven a partion of
space ‘junk?, It vas not an alreraft,

XJ am eorry that f sennot effer « positive explanation.

Youra faithfully,

Ze

{t.0. COLE)
Squadron Leader

we

RNZAF Public Relatione Officer
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22 February 198%

Mr 8. Chalker
PQ Box 6

Lana Cave NSW 2066
AUSTRALIA

Beer Sir,

Thank you for your Letter of 23 January to Wing
Canmander G,T. Clarke requesting information to finelize your
studies inte official investigations of UFO sightings.

The RNZAF dees not undertake investigations into the

sightings of UFGe, It does, havever, on receipt of a report
of a aighting tonsult with other Government agencies. such as
the Civil Aviation Division of théMindetry of Yeanaport, the

Meteorglogica) Sarvice and the OSIR in an effert to eliminate

obvious causes.

Consequently tha RNZAF doea not maintain racerds of
all sightings and therefore cannot respend with any eccuracy
ta the questions you seek ansvars to,

There are a number of UFO organizations in New Zealand
who may be able to assiat you with your cesearch.

Yours faithfully,

GS
(C.D. COLE)
Squedgon Laader

ANZAF Pubiie Relations Officer



R
S
N
A
d
e
n
e

B, Chalker,

PhO (4: } P.O. Box 6,
i ~,t J LANE COVE, NSW, 2066? bi AUSTRALIAfue pAinre

Yt January 23rd, 1983
Wing Commander G.P, Clarke,

Director of Public Relations,

Ministry of Defence,

Defence Headquarters,

Private Bag, Wellington,

NEW ZEALAND

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION — UFOs

Dear Sir,

I have been advised that I should direct my enquiries to you.

Since January, 1982, as a civilian researcher, I have been permitted

the first civilian direct review of the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) files

on UFOs at the Russell Offices of the Australian Department of Defence in

Canberra, I have examined their extant files which cover the period from 1950

to 1982. This file review can be confirmed with the Directorate of Air Force

Intelligence (DAFI) Liaison Officer, Sqd, Ldr, Ian Frame, with whom I have

dealt directly,

The purpose of this letter is two fold:

(1) To finalise my study of official investigations of UFOs, I wish

to understand the involvement of other countries in the same matter;

(a) I would like to be advised of the extent and nature of the

New Zealand Ministry of Defence UFO file holdings and that of any other agencies

that may also conduct investigstions in New Zealand.

(b) Do you have a yearly (or otherwise) summary or breakdown of

reports recieved along with an indication of the possible explanations and

whether a sighting is "unexplained"? If so, could I be sent copies of these

documents?

(c)} Should you have "unexplained" or "unknown" cases could you

advise me what would constitute such a report?

(d) Do you approach UFO reports and their investigation from the

point of view to evaluate whether a security threat is apparent, for public

relation purposes, or perhaps to determine whether any body of "unexplained"

reports constitute patterned data suggestive of unidentified and/or superior

technology?

(e) Would it be possible to recieve copies of examples of the

range of reports you recieve that you class as "unexplained" or some other

similiar categorisation? I would only be interested in a few reports to

compare with the type of reports evaluated as "unknown" by the RAAF, I

appreciate that such reports would need to have the names and addresses of

witnesses deleted.

(2) In particular I would like to obtain any documentation you may

have on the following 2 events:

(i) Blenheim, July 13, 1959 - witness: Mrs. Moreland

(ii) Ngatea, September, 1969 — ground marks found on the property

of a Mr. B.G. O'Neil,

Gould you also advise me whether any ather agency (eg. DSIR) conducted investi-

gations into either of the above events? If so, would you be so kind as to

pass on my enquiry re above.

ave
see >



I do hope that you will give my requests serious consideration and

I therefore take this opportunity to thank you for your most valuable

time,

Yours faithfully, fo Mat

Bill Chalker
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The Minister of berence

The Beehive

Wellington



Sender: M Cunningham

6° Ridgeway
stoke

Nelson



/ Air 39/3/3 PR

-

41 Fabruery 1983

My Mark Cunningham
65 Ridgavay

Stoke
NELSON

Bear Sir,

Thank yeu far your letter ef 26 January in which

you eought information on the sightings of Unidentified
Fiying Ob jects,

The RNZAF deaa nat undertake investigations inte
the sightings of UFOs. It does, havever,on receipt of

a report of # sighting consult with other Government
agencies auch ae Civil Aviation, the Meteo¥rolegleal Sarvice
and the OSIR in an effert to eliminate abvioys causes,

Eonsequantlys the RNZAF dees fot maintein racords

of gightingsand i$ ie suggested thet you contact local
UFO organisations auch es the Butuel UFO Network,
P.O. Box 22638, Christchurch fer this infotmation,

Youre feithfully,

if
a“

x

(¢.8,. core)
Squadron Leeder
ARZAF Public Relations Officar

“ —
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18 January 1983

CEN). REG. ¢
DEFENCE HlyidSThe Minister of Defence

The Beehive

Wellington

Tear Sir

I am to write a book on the phenomenon

of UFOs. Could you possibly send me

information on the areas where they

have been sighted,and descriptions of

these encounters (what people have seen

and what happened to them).

This book will not be an outright .re-

printing of your information to produ-

ce a "New Zealands UbO encounters dic-

tionary”,as I wish to look at the psy-

chological aspects of UFC sightings.

Would you be willing to give a quotat-

lon on the validity of UFOs,that could

be used in my book?

Yours faithfully-
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Typed: 27 Aug 82

Mr HE Weight

PG Box 1276
CHRISTCHURCH 1

Dear Mr Wright

Please refer to your latter of 19 August 1982 asking if I could

direct the Blenheim Pelice to provide details of parsons who

xeported sightings of UFOs in the Marlborough region early in

August.

It ig not possible for me to release the names and addresses of

persons veporting any matters to the police, as it is not within

my province as Minister of Defence. Also, I note in the newspaper

elippings you enclose that the people concarned wished to have

their identity kept private.

< am not awaxe of any intergovernmental act or agreemant in respect

of UFOe te which New Zealand is a party. In an earlier letter

to you en 24 February 1902, 1 vemarked that the RNZAF doas not

uavally investigate UPO sightings although any material on these

matters is passed te them for information.

Yours sincerely

DCS

David Thomson

2 Sy



MINUTE

MINISTERTAL ENQUIRY FOR PRIORITY ATTENTION

1. Attached is an enquiry from the Minister's Office.

2. It would be appreciated if a draft reply could be

prepared within your branch/staff and forwarded to Policy

Branch which will be responsible for preparation of the

letter in its final form for the Minister's signature. If

it is judged that the Minister should have background

information to the issue before signing the letter, a draft

covering letter to the Minister from the Secretary or Deputy

Secretary should also be prepared.

3. In view of the urgency which must be given to

Ministerial enquiries, the draft should be forwarded to

Policy Branch, attention AO(Pol)D by 3 / /§2Z . rf
for some reason this is not possible the officer dealing with
the matter is to have an interim reply to the correspondent,

for the Minister's signature, with Policy Branch within the
prescribed seven-day deadline. In addition the staff involved

are to provide a written explanation, addressed to Dep Sec Def,

through DPD, explaining why it is not possible to provide the

‘draft reply within the given time.

Dosceni dew

fer Wngul Lar wnillen befre, prevents

conapoden. a BNR 3%/%/3.

L flewh 10 wil be tof rtiork to nob

peapict for fr eae’y,

AO(PALD_
ee
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Min No: 272

Ref No:

Typed: 27 Aug 82

31 AUG 1982

Mr H E Wright

PO Box 1276

CHRISTCHURCH 1

Dear Mr Wright

Please refer to your letter of 19 Auguet 1982 asking if I could

direct the Blenheim Police to provide details of persons who

xeported sightings of UFOs in the Marlborough region early in

August.

It is not possible for me to release the names and addresses of

persons reporting any matters to the police, as it ig not within

my province as Minister of Defences. Also, I note in the newspaper

clippings you enclose that tha people concerned wished to have

their identity kept private. °

I am not aware of any intergovernmental act or agreement in respect

of UFOs to which New Zealand is a party. In an earlier letter

to you on 24 February 1982, I remarked that the RNZAF does not

usually investigate UFO sightings although any material on these

Matters 1s passed t6 them for information,

Yours sincerely

Cc), ‘f Bamaonae
ier. Vee to

Davie@enon aS, lA
Minister of Defence
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P,O, Box 1276,

Christchurch 1,

19/8/82.

Mr D, Thomason, M,P,

Minister of Defehce,

Office Of the Minister of Defence ,

Wellington.

Dear Sirs

Would You or the Prime Minister contact the Blenhiem Police

fore the Names and Addresses of those People who witnessed Mystery Objects

between Kaikoura and Blenhiemg

UNDER THE PROVINENCE OF THE SPECIAL U,F,0, ACT SIGNED BY ALL GOVERNMENTS

ABOUT 40 YEARS AGO, I beleive that this ACT CONTAIN PROVICENCE FOR U,¥,0,
PEOPLE WHO INVESTAGATE THIS FIELD OF WORK.

As there is evry Evidence of U,F,0, Activity in the Hapuke Area Karlier
this Month it is IMPORTANT THAT THE NAMES & ADDRESSES OF THOSE PEOPLE ARE
SENT TO ME, So that I can see Them and get a U,F,0, Statement from Them,

With the Evidence at hand from the Newspaper, Press, which is VERY
STRONG EVIDENCE, THAT THERE IS EVIDENCE THAT OF A CHIMMERING SILVER FIGURE,
THESE FIGURES HAVE APPEARED IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE WORLD FROM U,F,9's.

® I will Strongly State that ALL U,F,O'S ARE NOT DETECTED BY RADAR,

The URGENTY OF the Names ,Addresses are required from the Blenhiem
Police.

Copies of the News Report and a Letter to the Blenhiem Police is Enclosed

Please Advice if this is been done,

Youra Sincerallys

CO Wig Ae
Mr HE, Wright,



P,O, BOX 1276,

CHRISTCHURCH,1.

11/8/82.

Officer-In- Charge,

Police Department,

Blenhein,

P,O, Box, 342

RE ~ CONFIDENTUAL MYSTERY OBJECTS,

Dear Sir, .

Would you please send a Report of the Name@ of the Persons

who have Reported the Mystery Objecta, ( U,FO's, Un-Identified Flying

Objects.) As I Investagate these Objects 1t is Important to Interview

these People. ‘here is a lot more to the U,¥,0, Problem than a lot of
People Peleaze. I have come to releaze Myself, ( and is Known All Over
the World ) that these U,¥,0ts, have affected, and Killed Peoples

( all My U,F,0, Reports when Completed are Directed Only to the Minister
For Refence, )

Please find enclosed a Pamplet of Hard Core U,F,0'S, ‘This will be Your
Copy to show People who have seen these Objects and to Identkfy Then,

The Important thing is for those People to Identify the Objects as there
is so many of Them on the Pamplet,

Covld you please Direct any Persons that have been confronted or
seen these Objects ta Contact Me by Phoning 382-773 on Their return to
Christchurch or near Christchurch,

Hoping to hear from you very scone

Yours Sincerally,

Mr H,E, Wright.
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Mystery objects

sighted at night
Bleobeim reporter back i bad vanished

Senior-Sergeant J. O. Ire-
land said that the three per-

sons who reported the incl

dent were responsible adults.

“One of them, a woman, was
jects visible only at night. full visibly disturbed by the
* On this oceasion, however, Incident when it’ was re-
oue fn human shape has been" ported to the police at 3.30
seen on State bighway J, the a.m.
other object seen airborne in“, The second incident oc-
the genvral area of the Ver. curred at 1215) am. on
bon Lagoons near Blenbeim. August 4 when a mab travel-
The first sighting on State ilng from Blenbelm to bis

bighway | was made be- home in Amberley sighted aa
tween 12.30 am. and 1 a.m... arceshaped pattern of lights
on August 3,-by the driyer, 1h the direction of the Ver-
and two passengers in 4 car, con-Lagoons while passing
travelllng from Christchurch the Riverlands Montana win-
fo’ Blenheim. They ‘saw'an‘ ery., _
object about two metres high .” He saw four flashing red
and with & general outline of “fights in an arc, with two
a - window "dresser's!: model, -: more red lights above if.
standing Just to the'right of *! No sbape was visible to
the centre line of the road, the -observer, but as the
about half a kilometre south “tights moved across the sky

Mariborough * has once
again become the favourite
‘Htamping ground” for unl-
dentified and mysterious o!

of thé Hapuku bridge, « -
In describing the, object’,
later that moralng ‘to’ the’

Blenheim police they apid
that it had no dtstinguishakle
features, and glowed with’

"at a helght of about 24
metres, the top lights

changed fram red to white.

“The motorist told the Blen-
heli police that be at first
thought the lights were from

the object and passed wi

Muorescent light. They gaid- fan” aircraft, but became
that they drove right Wi} to. more Interested in them

thin‘. when he reallsed there was

At the same time there

was considerable radio In-

terference which sounded as

if several statloos were com-

ing in at the same time.

The Blenkeim police got io
touch with the Woodbourne

control tower which reported

that an Argosy had taken off
about the time of the sight.

ing. but had flown north and

could not have giver rise to

the report.

A radar check was made
over the lagoons area, bul 00

object was detected.

‘The Blenheim police bave
not released the names of

those who reported the sight-

S.

Sr other rumoured sighting
early on the morning of

August 3, also In the Hapuku

bridge area, and ajso by

northbound motorists, was of
an object “like a big crash

belmet,” more than two

metres high, hovering just
above the road, .

It was said that the oecu-

pants of the car bad reported

the "sighting" te Woodbourne
alr base, but a spokesroan

for the base said that oo

such report had beeo

received.

@

a few feet. When they looked), y0 engine noise.”

SOV ree

4

IRSDAY

“if Blenheim. woul
. ‘A** Christchit

vho. sighted .a, shimmering

gain.]

C
o
t

 p
i
s figure’ ©
that place at nlght,’or in.

“daylight for that matter. It’s
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figureon State: bigh-
way iT near the; {Hapuku
bridge on August 8 would not

jy that spot on! the?

roadway; day; or night; for?
“ten thousand “quid.” .'

“The man, wko did not wish
bis name ulisc! , sald yes-*

terday thatithe figure bad nob

jimbs. The lower part of the

the figure itself was hover-
ing above the road surface.

He said he was sure the

incident was not the result of
& prank. ‘There was a stron

welat blowing at the time ant
nobady; could have held a-
fluores¢ent‘pbjectso bigh.*

“[ was terrified.t I -just

don't want to see what I saw

P
e

 T
a

 T
h
e

. the. chance.” | be

" felt fear,

distinguishable features or’-

shape was either black, or ..

‘report the incident fo the

9’ for me.I wouldn't take

said. ¢
“lt wasn't a flying saucer.-

it Was a figure 1 saw.'l just .

IMocked the car

doors and just took off.

" Nothing’ could “have caught Y
met ~. . -
The motorist said the first

thing he did on argiving at

Blenheim was to telephone

the Woodbourne B.N.ZAF.
base. He bad no coins for the

eajl box and was put straight

through to the security gate, |.

«by the Sxchange operator.

a+ He said be was told by the

person on dity thet be should

Blenheim police, which he

did. .
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22 March 1982

Mr J C Thompsen

87 Dillon Street

BLENHEIM
y,

Dear Mr Thompson

LRE SIGNATUR
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39/3/3

Thank you for your further, letter of 1 March concerning the
1978-79 UFO sightings which ocaurred in the Blenheim region.

I have read with interest your further observations concerning
the alleged UFO sightingsin1978and have passed your letter
to the appropriate authorities within the Ministry of Defence

for their information. AsJ, stated however, in my letter to you

of 28: September I do not believe any useful purpose would be

served by engaging” in Farther, speculation on the nature of the

Kaikoura phanomeny:/

Yours sincerely

N

AM
DBG MoLean

Secretary of Defence oe,



MINUTESHEETDepartment:PaMi,a.¢Subject:ASO2FileNo..239/44Cf.\ates.OfOfGok...Oo9Sener4ideAaporrtalspe.<pkeacoaAbferniadoeaynLinhereplydeneBee,DoAdgnaliineAWa7deompagn5Ban(pobwp)



SY
JVRAPFT

Air 39/3/3

Mr J C Thompson

57 Dillon Street

BLENHEIM

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of 1 March concerning

the UFO sightings at Waikawa Bay.

Your comments are noted,’

Yours faithfully,

(D B G Mclean)

Secretary of Defence:
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Min Noi~24 002

FileMo: Air 39/3/3
Type : 24 Feb 82

25 FEB 1982

Mr HE Wright
ro Bex 1276 

|

HRISTCHURCH 
4 

3 
i

L SISPATCHED

Bear Mr Wright

Thank you far your letter of 94 Fabruary containing reports an the

investigationa thet you have carried out imte the aightings of
Unidentified Flying Objects at Christchurch International Airport

in January and at Temuka last August.

at though the Minietry cP Defance and in particular, the RNZAF, doea

not underteke investigations ints UFO aightings, I have pessed your

reporta to the Sseretary of Defence ao thet the ANZAF may be informed

of your work. :

Yours e#inceraly

(Sof) pe TIO" SON

Bavid Thomson

Minister of Defence
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P,0, Box 1276,
Christchurch,Te

1/2/82.

The RT Hon,David Thomson,

Minister of Defence, MINISTER OF DEFENCE |
Parliament Buildings,

WellingtonNew Zealand. . 1 6FEB 1982 |
i

| RECEIVEC ;

Dear Sir;

Your letter received dated 4 February, 1982, There are several
Photo Copies Enclose as below;

Temuka Family sees a UFO;

Spotlight Theory om UFO Sighting. and UFO at Airport. ( Same Page.)

Newspaper Report with; NO Light shed on U,F,0,Light in Sky with a Sketch

Impression of the U,F,0, above the Freighter Aircraft. The Object above

the Aircraft had been Enlarged and the Enlarged Photo of this is Enclosed,

with a Typed sticker attached to the back of ths Photo.

Photo Copy of the Area and Position s which a markedfrom the South- East
towards the Airport and North- West of Airport then turning and Returning.
As the UFO came from the South- East and Returning Via South- East between

East, IT would suggest that there could have been a Mother- Ship in the
Direction of South-East and Easterly Direction, Every Indecation if this
Cannot be Ruled Out.

Questionairs were made out by Myself for the Two Boys to Answer.

Yours Faithfully;

Gd ip

HE, Wright.



FURHTER REPORT ON U,F,O, INCIDENT.

Tt has now become neccessary to Inclide apReport of the Temuka U,F,0O,

Incident on the discovery of the Type of UFO as seen at the Christchurch

International Airport on the Morning of Tuesday, January, 26th, - 1982.

The Temuki UFO seen July, 12th - 1981, by the Thew Family while Driving
Home from Pleasent Point, was Described as a Football Shaped UFO, as well
as the Christchurch Airport UFO, seen by Four Cargo Loaders on the Morning

of January 26th, - 1982,

At the time of the Temuki UFO the

Street, Temuki, but have since shifted to;

A further visit to Temuki on Wednesday, Febuary, 3rd,- 1982, confurmed

a Football Shaped U,F,0, by

There is No Daudt that Both UFO Sightings were of a Football Shaped

U,F,0, of the same Type of U,¥F,0, This could possibly be the case in the

Kaikoura U,F,0, Sightings, But further Invesitagions in this Type of UFO

would be Warrented as there are so many Types of U,F,O's that have been

Recorded throughout the World. Photos of U,F,0's in the future could
Indecate the Type of UFO seen so to astablish any One Type.

At the time of the UFO Sighting Two Teenage Boys were Campimg behind

the Christchurch International Airport near the Waimakariri River.

A Questionbkn was drafted out for these Boys, and complete with Their
Camping Location.

The Two Boys Only had the Experience of the Bight from the Unseen Object
which was Behind Trees. It is Possible that the Object could have been
in the Vicenty between f AM, and 2 AM, on that Morning,
looked at His watch at ( 4 =~ 49 AM ) just about 2 or 3 Hours 49 Minutes
Earlier. ( It is well Know that UFO's do spend time in Hovering in Areas.)
for some time,

DATED: SIGNED:

14,/2/82. OW iy APP.
H,E, Wright.
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was tracked by an unidenti-
fied flying object as he

; trove home with his family
from .Pleasant Point on

July 22,

: Mr Ken Thew, a

; mechanic, said they told

friends but did not report it

earlier in case of being
labelled an “idiot.”

All the family must have
sighted the glowing football

shaped object at the same

time but the first. te

exclaim was their 6-year-

old daughter. he said.

“Tt had been raining

earlier and | thought it was

reflected light but it -was

clear..at that stage. We

wound down the window

and it was quite obvious it

wasn't a light but a solid

object,” Mr Thew said.

“It came up to within

“120m. of us.i‘My “wife pan-
‘ked and put her Jfoot down
Hd we took “off.

of wanted her to to;
2

A Temuka man says be

tion.

-Temuka family
ea sees a UFO

was about 10m long and 5m
high with an iridescent

green top half and a red

dish-gold tinged lower sec-

A row of what flocked tike

square windows emitted 2

strong light and something

like a figure eight could be

seen at one window.

“It tracked us for 12km
and had the ability to move

very slowly and very low.

“AS Soon as we got home
I wrote a fairly detaited

report.
“T asked the children to

draw what they saw and we

all came up with the same

thing.” -

Soon after, Mr Thew

decided to go back down the

Ypad and spotted the object
over the sea. |

When he returned home;
-the object passed over the
house at>about 300m and
went east gver the Milford
HsHuts.(tere einer ee

* Last© ‘Tuesday aboui
-30pm his wife’and friends
erved- ‘two. similar

ibjects over Temuka. ~ +
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over ML Exébus. tune ano
returned safely”

ees to bring the
with the rest of

Meat grading —

THE STAR, Thursday, Jonvary 28, 1989
—

is a separate TzsR rom

meat inspection whichis a

‘Balu. °

‘The executive director of
WOrkS Licey wore

for trespassing

ns on CER will bel
tials” talks in February,
wed by’ a meeting of

TP Prime Minosters.
scheduled for April.

Spotlight bonters could
be responsible for Tues-

day's repurted UFO sight-
ing at Christeburch Airport.

Gunshots were heard

near the Waimakariri River

to the north of the airport 1n

the early hours of Tuesday

and spothghts can be
. reflected by cloud

+ _ The vice-president of the

n Canlerbury Astronomical

Society {Mr C. H. Rowe)

said the object described by

Air New Zealand employees

could well have been a

£

reflected spotlight.

The effect. known as

back-scatter, could produce

an orange halo when seen

through hazy cloud. Mr

Rowe said today,

Mr Rowe admits that in

cases of reported UFO

sightings he tries for the

toundane explanations first.

But two more witnesses

to the incident have

Sirengthened Mr Rowe's

Mark Ley and Rodney
Jones. both 14, were camp,

ing out near. “the Waima-
kariri. riverbed at the

time.

Mark said today how the

pe were woken by a bright
ight — orange coloured —

which shone from above on

to their lent and surraund-

ing trees.

‘Phey were territied by

the incident, he said.

Rodney had noted the
tinie at 1.10am when he

woke — more than three

hours earlier than the

reported sighting by airline

_ ground staff. 2

“We opened the tent and

poked ouree peads out,” Mark
he pair at first thought
there -was a fire, though

they could not hear crack-

Ting but a “faint hum”

The source vf the light
was to the south of the tent

and could not be seen over

the. treetops

According to Mark the
area‘was lit up for three or

four minutes.

“We thought at first it

«terrified Teally

Spotlight theory on UFO sighting
might have been a car or a

spotlight, which is still a

possibility, but the light

never stayed in one spol.

“We just sat there for a

while, then there were a

few gunshots frém behind
gs (to the north).”

* “We were lying there

—~ my

friend said it could be a

UFO,” Mark said
The.pair tanaged to get

back to sleep about two

. hours later, then woke early

and cvcled home.
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“That threatis only likely,
to be‘a last resort.

_airport...
An unidentified Tlying

object was seen at Christ-
church Airport early
today by Air New Zea-
land staff.

The object, which
approached at high speed

from the south-east and

hovered overhead for

between “5 and 10min,
was described by a Wil.

ness a8 2.bright white

hight with an orange per-

imeter, according to an
air force spokesman.

The sighting was in dark-
hess at 4.50am.

No aircrafl was knows to
be operating in the area,
the spokesman said.
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fr 3 C Thompson

§7 Dillon Street

BLENHEIN ~~

Dear fir Thompsen

Thank you for your recent enquiry af 22 February asking uhy

you had not received a reply to your letter concerning the 1978-79

UFO sightings which occurred near Blenheim.

I must say I was somewhat surprised te receive your latest

letter, & search af our renorda shaws that the Minister of Defence

himeelf wrote to you in Auguet and again in September, af last year.

Gur records also show thet a third letter from yourself to the

Minister was replied to by me on 26 September 1981, This letter

clearly stated the Ministry's position regarding the alleged UFO

sightings by Mr McDonald in 1978. In case my raply to yeu has

somehow gone astray in the mail, I enelase a copy for your information.

Yours sincerely

fi
DB G McLean

Secretary af Defence

Ene:
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28 September 1981

Mr 32 € Thompson

57 Dillon Street

BLENHEIM

Dear Mr Thompson

Thank you for your recent letter which has been referred to ma

by the Minister of Defence for reply.

TI have had Air Staff reconsider the matter.in the light of the

facts presented by Mr McDonald in his Letter to the Marlborough

Express of 20 December 1978. Air Staff believe, hovever, that

there is nothing in Mr McDonald's letter to suggest that the object

sighted from Waikava Bay was other than a DC8 aircraft making its

descent towards Wellington Airport from the west, The outline of

avents, which spanned no more than 10 minutes, is entirely

consistent with sighting a large aircraft approaching from a

distance. It is estimated that on a clear night the landing

lights of a BC8 aircraft descending over Nelson would be visible

for at ieast six minutes before the aircraft passed away to the

north of Waikava Bay on its usual inbound track to Wellington when

making a southerly approach to the runuay. Knowing that there was

a DC8 aircraft inbound to Weilington at that particular time and

taking into account the most likely Flight path for its descent,

Air Staff are sure that it was, in fact, this aircraft that fir

McDonald saw.

I trust my comments have enabled you to gain a fuller appreciation

of this Ministry's position on the mattery Accordingly, I do not

‘believe any useful purpose would be served by engaging in further

speculation about an event for which a perfectly rational

explanation already exists. .

Yours sincerely

D.B G McLean

Secretary of Defence
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P,0, BOX, 1276,

CHRISTCHURCH 1,

28/1/826'

Minister For Defence.

Beehive,

Wellington.

Dear Sir;

There is no question that a U,F,0, sighting was made by 4

Air New Zealand Cargo Loaders on the Morning of Tuesday, 26th, of January,

1982 over the Christchurch International Airport at about 4-49 AM.

As I have seen Mr Coward, He and another Colleage have have selected
from a HardC+.Cofscy,F,O's Pamplet, a selection of Two U,F,O's were made,
These Two are Numbers 9 and 11. All these U,F,O's have been Numbered to
Correspond with each UFO.

It is hoped that from the Artist's Impressiom of the U,F,O, that T will
be able to Identify the Type of U,F,0, that Flew over on that Tuesday
Morning.

According to the Information the U,F,0, Flew Back about the same way
as it Flew in, In My appion this UFO could have been returning back to
Its Mother Ship which was South ~ Bast over Cashmere Hills, the same
way the UFO came in.

However it will be sometime before TI complete a full Investigation,
as I will be seeking further Information Overseas,

Please find enclosed the present Information as at present,

Yours Sincerally.

(Mr) H,E, Wright,

Fos doa fe ify

&Y ,, 2 ba
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NO LIGHT SHED ON U,F,O, LIGH? IN SKY.

Bightings of a Bright , Pulseating Orange ond White Light in the Sky

have prompted U,F,0, Fever at Christchurch Airport, Four sir New Zealand
Cargo Loaders » ALL Experienced with Wight Sightings of Aircraft « are
still Scratching Their Heada over Yesterdaya U,F,O, Incident at the Air «

port.

{they aaw a Fast Moving Oremge Light Approach the Aifport from the South «-

Bast then Continue to move around directly Overheard for abont 1, Minutes.

No Aircraft was Known to have been Gpereting at that time and the Object
ov tight made No Sound. there wae a Cloud cover and a Slight Breeze at

the tine, but the Four Men were Convinced ‘they were Not seeing a Reflected
Light Souxce, .

LINDSAY SQUIRE, UERALD COWARD, BOB MULHOLLAND, & START Me CONNELL.

had Started Work at 4 Ady end were Loading a Bristol Frabghtor bound
for Dunedin when the Incident Occurred, Mr Mulholland had just Looked at
Hie Watch at 4-9 AM, na Ne drove a Foxiddift out of the Cargo Shed
towarde the Adrcruft waiting én the tarmac, Seeing the Bright Light
Approaching at Speed from the South « East He Signalled to Wie Colleagues
to Stop, and Lighte and imgines were Switched Off, Chen it was Overhead"
Mx squien toldy “The Star’, * But it wast Stationary, I+ was Hovering
and Moving Around,” » The Light was CLrowler with a White Centreg a -
Pulsuating Orange Ring Enclosing it, * It went hack to the South-ast,
then Back above Us Againg* At that tage Mr Squire went back into the
Cargo Terwinal Intending to Ring the Control. tower, He was Unable to resch
the Tower and Neturmmed to the farnac,

While tr Squire wae Inside, Mr Coward anc His fywo Companions wetched the

Objeet Pisappear to the Zaet Over the Cashmere Hilla, Mr Coward Recalled
the White Light Growing in Intensity ae the Object Hovered Above,

After 14 Youre Vorking with Aircraft Hr Coward enid He had seen ALL Sorta
of Lights in the Night Sky, Including Falling Stare, but * This was Differ -

ent althogether, " It'z a Mystery fa Me", Sadd Mr Squires; © X Didntt

feel Scared. ALL { could think wang " Gh My God, that ic I$ % EF was .

just Ingroased"s My Squire Admitted to having read a few Sooke on U,F,Ofa,

bat sald He ie Net " Into It", Because of the way It Moved, and Enowing
Aircraft, Im Convinced It was « U,PFyO.* ,

~,ffitetuty alr traffic Conteler saw Kething trom the Control. ‘tower and

ere have Oy pacerone Report of the Incident « From the Airline
alt, ie just Hope® ebody elpo in Chriatchurch might

thing," Mr Squire sald, Tent have seen Soue~
The Meteorological Service has been unable to offer any Explanation for

the Inciden$. A Weather Balloon waa Released at the Airport at '-S6 AM,
But that was after the Object was First seen and it would Not have been

Approaching at Speed from the South East,

fhe Airfores, which Received a Report of the Incident bimmiain Te * neident, vas Unable to

Christchurch ster, Wedneaday, January, 27th ~ 1952,
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a) _U,F,0, AT aXRPORT,
va

J

4N.Go-Identified Flying Object was seen at Christchurch International
Airport Early Today by Air New Zealand Staff.) the OBINCT, which Approsached
at HIGH SPEED from the South-East and Hovered Overhea@ fos between 5 and
10 Minutes, rar Deserihed by 2 Witness ae a Bright white Light with an
Orange Perimeter, according to an Airforcé Spokesman,

The Sighting wae in Darkness at 4-50 AM. :

RO AIRCRAFT was Know to be Operating in the Area, the Spokesman satds

CHCH Star, Tuesday, January, 26th ~ 19822
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‘Hard-core UFOs --....

2
H

THE PRESS, SATURDAY, JANVARY, 20th - 1975,

7 

/ 

257

“Adamski-type’ Large saucer- Mothership ° Cylinger shape

10m. diamete: Type 50m, diameter 300-3000m. lengtn various lengths

Photographed over

‘Old’ saucer type *Saturn'-shaped UFO Seen over Africa , California 1957
70m, length

Rockbt shape
_ recorded in ttaly

Photographed ‘Trinidad-saucer’

1950 and 1954 Brazi 1988

Type seen in 1947 *New-type’ “Oval shape Seen in USA and Italy
diameter 7m. photographed in Brazil _ 1 length 25m, 1952

13 zt

Globe-shaped

Dome-shaped Photographed California Cigar whth jet exhaust 1992 20cm.—20m. diarneter
"common type and Oregon

Average dome-shaped Photographed New Mexico Cigar-shaped mothership Cone or ‘topshaped
. 1963 object

Saucer-type 1985 Photographed California Winged cigar-shape 1952 Angular shape USA 1961
’ 1965 24 4-1).

‘The objects are not drawn[Aare to scale i
a

Drawn by: Knut Aashenn

26

2)

ap

3!

Photographed in Korea Disc-shaped 4950 Winged cylinder-shaped March 1967

The variety of U.F.0. shapes has been described as a “testament to human imagination.”
This drawing of “hard-core U.F.0.s”—some of the shapes recorded in the last 30 years
—comes from “The World Atlas of Mysteries,” by Francis Hitching (Collins, 241 pp.
maps, illustrations, bibliography, and index. $18.83). The book’s section on fiving
saucers is not especially encouraging for those determined to believe in them. “The
trouble with U.F.0.8 is that there are too many of them," remarks the author. How-
ever, the book as a whole is 2 Splendid collection of scientific puzzles and unexplained
phenomena from theories of ‘continental drift, to the impression on the Turin shroud,
to a careful map of the losses of ships and aircraft in the notorious Bermuda Triangle.





—

JW .. MINUTE

4 H

To: Dag \s)©

MINISTERIAL ENQUIRY FOR PRIORITY ATTENTION

1. Attached is an enquiry from the Minister's Office.

2. It would be appreciated if a draft reply, could

be prepared within your branch/staff and forwarded to

Policy Branch which will be responsible for preparation :

of the letter in its final form for the Minister's signature. If
tt is judged that the Minister should have background

information to the issue before signing the letter, a draft

covering letter to the Minister from the Secretary or

Deptty Secretary should also be prepared.

3. In view of the urgency which must be given to

Ministerial enquiries, the draft should be forwarded to

Policy Branch, attention AO(Pol)D by jag Cebraag
If for some reason this is not possible the officer

dealing with the matter is to have an interim reply to the

correspondent,for the Minister's signature, with Policy

Branch within the prescribed 7-day deadline. In addition

the staff involved are to provide a written explanation,

addressed to Dep Sec Def, through DPD, explaining why

it is not possible to provide:the draft reply within the

given Lime.
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QUESTIONATR.
ae ‘

_) NAME OF PERSON. pen aenea AGE: YRi

ADDRESS:- x eee

PHONE NUMBER: DATED: / /2./ 32

Fi When You Firat awoke How-would-you Describe the Intensity of the

wnowser WP) ay ge Btiddbe jf GE|
tb whee Fay bie BH

23 The Colour of the Light?

ANSWERE Chile Mixed ust oramge = more hile.

33 . What was the time of Your Wateh? aMsWERr oo boca Ono and \

ks Wae the Second Hand 8t411 4n Motion ? aor

asim: Did nek nohce

533 When You first went ontaide, How long was it before You heard the
@un Shecta ?

\ ~

ANSWERS 2 oe 2%. NKnoure lobes
$: Gan You recall how many Shots were fird 7,

ANSWERS <2 yy, mayoe.

Ft Was the Faint Homeing associated with the Gun Shots or from another

ANSWER: Bom BMBWer Gousce
&; How emch of the Area was Lit Up t.

ANSWERY (Y\G So \
ok ne mah ia Gass oC ue

Yous SEN Mover ok ay
9: _-Deseribe the Weather during that Time 7. MNS ‘che
MEME OE Mno\ and SG CAOUd, exe cea

A Me Ger Asians

103 ( IMPORTANT.) TRY AND GIVE CHE DISTANBE AND Location of where the
Shots were Fired from %

ASWER: behind US dea ro

Sco ‘pan‘R 7

mile

Cand ok An

Swoon R , Nol ayute Q



+f, Please state when You arrived at the Site to Camp, Date , Time;

SO) ANSWER: zz ¢ TIME: 2 pom HRS, —— Mimutens

42; Had You abserved any other Person or Persons near Your Gamp Site
during the Period vefore the ‘Sighting.

MEN aN Moonee Ne
Ras. lagen, We An eo

© SAO \
BR We SlOS \bon Wain

A ,
333 22 ao Pleacetry and give Diecriptions of those Persone or Persons?

ANSWERE Tn REA

a eae

Be | Ben one. \eadk eck \N\oan ne
Bwes ‘Arowan Hap walk MOYUd

Thy wad You geen any person with any Type of Fire ~ arm during Rayli ght
fours Je

MME NGS Xead Scan veceod)

$5¢ Make a Sketch of the Trees and Your Gamp Stites giving the Location,

ANSWER:

va trea

oO AA



PLEASE WAKE NOTE,

IT IS KNOWN ALL OVER THE WORLD WITH U,F,0, ACTIVITY THAT THE FOLLOWING

SYMTOMS HAVE BEEN PROVEN Fait, EFFECTS FROM HOVERING U,¥,0 OR U,F,0'S,

AND LANDING SITES WHERE UFO OR UFO'S HAVE LANDED ON EARTH.

RADIATION SECKNBSS.

DUE TO ABSORPTION OF EXCESS RADIATION, MARKED BY FATIGUE, INTER

HEMORRHAGE, VOMETING, PROGRESSIVE TISSUE BREAKDOWN,

HEADACHES,

DIZZY SPELLS, NAUSEA, NECK PAINS, HEADACHES:

46; DID YOU HAVE ANY ILL EFFECTS AFTER THE U,F,O, INCIDENT 7 AND IF so
DID YOU SEE A DOCTOR 7

ANSWERS, ho



QUESTIONATR.

Xoo NAMBOF PERSON, a nee ace: /d-g yrs.

ADDRESS: tenes

PHONE NUMBER: DATED: 1/2/82

T3 When You First awoke now .wouLa.you Describe the Intensity of the

Light.?

ANSWER: Net boo boigd hud baghl / boo

awoke, you,

23 The Colour of the Light ?

AN SYBR: | Af,

33 What was the time of Your Watch? ANS'TER: Nae ure ,
Ls Was the Second Nand Still in Motion ? .

ansver: Yo

D3 When You first went outside. How long was it before You heavd the

Gun Shoots ?

Nsver: 4 couple of hows

6; Can You recall how many Shots were fird ?,

ANSWERS Up ; Four

7: Was the Faint Humming associated with the Gun Shots or from another

Source ?,

asim: Gnotker Source

8; How much of the Area was Lit Up ?.

msi: 0 Sain Bol bid Lb alo moved oround a lednud i, Bet
9; Describe the Weather curing that Time ?.

winsa70) Cloud y before amd of br

10; ( IMPORTANT.) @RY AND GIVE TRE DISTANGE AND Location of where the
Shots were Fired from ?,

Hh aan dh aewanralore idy Crhatt A
ube het} a mide ( Diskane) 7



11; Please state when You arrived at the Site to Camp, Date , Time;

i

“answER; 26 £1 /€2 TIME: Qen HRS, “22K Minutes;

Vourdan 7
Site

12; Had You abserved any other Person or Persons near Your Camp

during the Period PON ED the Sighting.?

ANSWER: \E® .
lwo min on moter bakes . georgian haw

no meustack. ond no hed dorkbrown reer ond a Pd th othe
Clore Were ee fe two peeps an a wht we

133; If so Pleasetry and give Discriptions of those Persons or Persone?

ANSWER: |

14; Had You seen any person with any Type of Fire - Arm during Dayli gh
Hours ?e

ANSWER3 No

15: Make a Sketchof the Trees and Your Camp Site, giving the Location,

ANSWER:



PLEASE TAKE NOTE.

IT IS KNOWN ALL OVER THE WORLD WITH U,F,O, ACTIVITY THAT THE FOLLOWING

. SYMTOMS HAVE BEEN PROVEN FATAL, EFFECTS FROM HOVERING U,F,0 OR U,F,O'S,

AND LANDING SITES WHERE UFO OR UFO'S HAVE LANDED ON EARTH.

RADIATION SICKNESS,

DUE TO ABSORPTION OF EXCESS RADIATION, MARKED BY FATIGUE, INTERRAL

HEMORRHAGE, VOMITING, PROGRESSIVE TISSUE BREAKDOWN,

HEADACHES.

DIZZY SPELLS, NAUSEA, NECK PAINS, HEADACHES:

163 DID YOU HAVE ANY ILL EFFECTS AFTER THE U,F,0, INCIDENT ? AND IF SO

DID YOU SEE A DOCTOR ? S

was. QO, Le. tnd of Oily Ord all sundlag
sank, peal ahonp hood pons 

ond neck
wns on
Cot hee dlinay wth moh yg, saunay x wi,
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k. February 1982

Mr HE Wright
PO Box 127

CHRISTCHURCH 1

Dear Mr Wright

I am writing to acknowledge receipt of

your letter of 28 January to the Rt Hon
David Thomson, Minister of Defense,

goncerning the UFO sighting on 26 January
over the Christchurch International Airport.

The Minister has noted your letter and has
referred it to the Secretary of Defence,
pending receipt of yotir promised further
Letter.

Youre sincerely

JM P MacCormac

Private Secretary

SECRETARY OF DEFENCE

Private Secretary
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Me HE Wright

PO Box 1276

CHRISTCHURCH 1

Dear Mr Wright

Thank you for your letter of 14 February containing reports on the
investigations that you have carried cut into the sightings of
Unidentified Flying Objects at Christchurch International Airport
in January and at Temuka last August.

Although the Ministry of Defence and in particular, the RNZAF, does

not undertake investigations into UFO sightings, I have passed your

Teports to the Secretary of Defence soa that the RNZAF may be informed

of your work.

Yours sincerely

David Thomson

Minister of Defence



NO LIGHT SHED ON U,F,O, LIGHT IN SKY.

Sightings of a Bright , Pulsating Orange and White Light in the Sky

have prompted U,F,0, Fever at Christchurch Airport. Four Air New AeaLand

Cargo Loaders - All Experienced with Wight Sightings of Aircraft ~ are

still Scratching Their Heads over Yesterdays U,F,0, Incident at the Air -

porte .

They sa¥ a Fast Moving Orange Light Approach the Aibport from the South ~~

Past then Gontinue to move around directly Overheard for about 14 Minutes,

Mo Aircraft was Known to have been Operating at that time and the Object
or Light made No Sound, There was a Cloud cover and a Slight Breeze at

the time, but the Four Men were Convinced They were Not seeing a Reflected

Light Sources

LINDSAY SQUIRE, GERALD COWARD, BOB MULHOLLAND, & STUART Mc CONNELL.

had Started Work at 4 AM, and were Loading a Bristol Frekghter bound

for Dunedin when the Incident Occurred, Mr Mulholland had just looked at
His Watch at 4-49 AM, as He drove a Forklift out of the Cargo Shed

towards the Aircraft waiting bn the Tarmac. Seeing the Bright Light

Approaching at Speed from the South ~ Hast He Signalled to His Colleagues
to Stop, and Lights and Engines were Switched Off. " Then it was Overhead",

Mr Squire told; "The Star", " But it wasn't Stationary, It was Hovering

and Moving Around," ~ The Light was Circular with a White Centre, a
Pulsuating Orange Ring Enclosing it. " It went back to the South-East,

then Back above Us Again," At that stage Mr Squire went back into the

Cargo Terminal Intending to Ring the Control Tower, He was Unable to reach

the Tower and Returned to the Tarmac.

While Mr Squire was Inside, Mr Coward and His Two Gompanions watched the

Object Disappear to the East Over the Cashmere Hills. Mr Coward Recalled

the White Light Growing in Intensity as the Object Hovered Above.

After 14 Years Working with Aircraft Mr Coward said He had seen All Sorts
of Lights in the Night, Sky, Including Falling Stars, but " This was Differ ~

ent althogether. " It's a Mystery To Me'.. Said Mr Squires " T Didnt
feel Scared, All I could think was; " Oh My God, What is It ?. I was .

just Engrossed", Mr Squire Admitted to having read a few Books on U,F,O0's,
but said He is Not " Into. It". Because of the way it Moved, and Knowing
Aircraft, I'm Convinced B®uwas a U,F,O."

Bone hp ty Air Traffic Contoler saw Nothing from the Control Tower and
onic have Only Received One Report of the Incident - From the Airline
Staff. " We just Hope Somebody elso in Christchurch might have seen Some~
thing," Mr Squire said, ,

The Meteorological Service has been unable to offer Any Explanation for
the Incident. A Weather Balloon was Released at the Airport at 4-56 AM
But that was after the Object was First Seen and it would Not habe been ,
Approaching at Speed from the South~ Fast,

The Airforce, which Received a Report of the Incident, was Unable to
Explain It.

Christchurch Star, Wednesday, January, e7th - 1982.



U,F,O, AT AIRPORT,

FIRSE REPORT:

AN In-Identified Flying Object was seen at Christchurch International
Airport Early Today by Air New Zealand Staff. The OBJECT, which Approached
at HIGH SPEED from the South-East and Hovered Overhea foe between 5 and
10 Minutes, was Described by a Witness as a Bright white Light with an
Orange Perimeter, according to an Airforce Spokesman,

The Sighting was in Darkness at 4-50 AM,

NO ATRCRAFT was Known to be Operating in the Area, the Spokesman said,

CHCH Star, Tuesday, January, 26th - 1982.

SPOTLIGHT THEORY ON U,F,0, SIGHTING.

Spotlight Hunters -could be responsible for Tuesday's Reported UFO
Sighting at Christchurch Airport. Gunshoots were Heard near the Waimak -
ariri River to the North of the Aitport in the Barly Hours of Tuesday
and Spotlights can be reflected by Cloud,

The Vice- President of the Canterbury Astronomical Society ( Mr C,H,
Rowe ) said the Object Described by Air New Zealand Enplorees could
well have been a Reflected Spotloght. ~The effect, known as RBack~—
scatter, could produce an Orange, Halo when seen through HagydCloud
Mr Rowe said today. Mr Rowe admits that in Cases of Reported U,F,0,
Sightings He tries for the mundane explanations first,

But Two more Witnesses to the Incident have strehgthened Mr Rowetstheory,.

Mark Ley, and Rodney Jones, 14, were camping out near the Waimakariri
riverbed at the time. Mark said today how the pair were woken by a
bright light ~- Orange coloured = which shone fron above on to their Tent
and surrounding trees. They were terrified by the Incident, He said.
Rodney had noted the time at 1-10AM, when He woke ~ more than Three Hours
Earlier than the reported Sighting by Airline Ground Staff. "We openedthe tent and poked Our Heads out," Mark said, The pair at first thoughtthere was a Pire, though They could not hear Crackling but a" FaintHum",

The source of the Light was to the South of the Tent and could not beseen over the Treetops. According to Mark the Area was Lit Up for Three
or Four Minutes. " We thought at first it might have been a car or aSpotlight, which is stall a possibility, BUT the Light Never Stayed inone spot. " We just sat there for a while, then there were a few Gun ~shots from behind Us ( to the North")

" We were Lying there Treeified really - My Friend said it could be aU,F,0," Mark said, The pair managed to get back to sleep aboutLater, then woke early and Cycled Home, pa two Hours

CHCH STAR, THURSDAY, JANUARY, 28th - 1982,
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PUBLIC RELATIONS

8 February 1882

Mr Harold J, Knapman

Mutual UFO Network

PO Box 22638

CHRISTCHURCH

Dear Sir,

Plgase accept my apologies for the delay in reaponding
to your latter of 6 January. I have been absent from the

office. ;

On vreceipt of your letter dated 20 September 1981,
@ thoreugh search was made of our records but no reference

to a Pilm or an RNZAF investigation could be found ef a
eighting in Judy 1959,

It is regretted that the RNZAF is unable to assist
you in your etudy.

Yours faithfully,

ES

(6.0. COLE)
Squadren Laader

for Chief of Air Starr



oe Fup J MUTUAL UFO NETWORK, INC.
y

Old Towne Rd . . vate Mutual UFO Network

weguin Texas oan Sectional S | Director

78155 USA L Harold J Knapman

PO Box 22638 High St

6/January 1982. . _Christchurch NZ
. Phone 527 953

(G.D. COLE)
Squadron Leader, . fm:

RNZAF Public Relations Officer. Air 3973/3.

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your reply to my letter 20th September.

I have enclosed a copy of a couple of pages out of a bookI thought you

might be interested in,concerning Mrs Frederick Morelands,UFO sighting

of 13th July 1959. I have read several books which refers the NwZ,.

Air forces investigations to this sighting.It might interest you to

“ienow that as far as I know Im the only person that has a copy of the

ATC Tapes of the Kaikeura sighting of 1978 ~ 79. released by the Govte

I have been studying UFO's for 18years & I do realise there's a lot of

red tape. I.also know where mrs Moreland now lives, now remarr ied.

“I do respect her privicy and as far as Im concerned I do not wish to

break that privicy & I wont.That is why Im asking you for a copy of

that report as its among thirteen other CE3K (Close encounters of the 7

‘third kind. ) that has happened in N.Z. I asure you on two points

(1) I do thourghly investigate the sightings.©

(2) I do not make my find ings public.

All my reports go to the USA to MUFON head quarteré in Texas, where. the

reports go into a computer,even I do not hear any more'of the results.

So could you please reconsider for the sake of science,I would be

onternaly gratefull.

Harold J Knapman

S.1.8.Director _

For MUFON.

“thro a
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Helmeted Aliens Over New Zealand

At 5:30 AM. on July 13, 1959, Mrs. Frederick More-
Jand was crossing the bam yard on’ her way to milk the

cows. The Morelands’ enjoy country living and the nine-

acre farm which they maintain on Old Renwick Road in

Blenheim, Marlborough, New Zealand, suits them just

fine. Mr. Moreland is a civilian employee at the Wood-

bourne Station of the Royal New Zealand Air Force, and

on weekends, Mrs. Moreland is a nurse’s aid at the Lister

Hospital.

Mrs. Moreland was sleepily going about her early

morning chores when she noticed a green glow in -the

clouds, As she told local: police and a reporter for the

Nelson Evening Mail: “.. .

paddock, two large green things, like eyes or big lamps,

appeared above me and dropped towards the ground.
“{ noticed that I was bathed in a gréen light and that

the paddock was green, too. It was a horrid sort of color.

My first thought was, ‘I shouldn’t be Here,’ and made 4

dive for the trees (a stand of pine on thé other side of the |

paddock). There I stood watching.
“A saucer-shaped glow with two indented green ‘lights

in the bottom descended. The air became very wart.

Two rows of jets around the middle shot out orange

colored flames. They appeared to revolve in opposite

directions, The thing was about 20 to 30 feet in diameter

It hovered at about roof height. i- ;

“The jets stopped and a light was switched on in w!

appeared to be a... . glass roof or dome, which glowe'
62 us

there :was no moon so I

wondered what it was. When I was half way across the

hat

STRANGERS FROM THE SKIES 63

e bottom appeared to be of a grayish metal color.
aihere was a faint hum in the air as it hovered.” .
oeMs. Moreland’s early morning marvels had not yet
igeased as she noted next that “there were two men in it,

| S@ressed in fairly close fitting suits of shiny material. The
thing I can think of to describe it is aluminum foil.

“APpaque helmets rose from their shoulders. I could not

Fe their faces.-
“Oné of the men stood up and put two hands in front
him as if leaning to look downwards. He then sat

own, and after a minute or two, the jets started off again
ged, tilting slightly at first, the thing shot up vertically

great speed and disappeared into the clouds, When it

ii this, it made a soft but high-pitched sound.”
‘Understandingly, Mrs. Moreland admitted to local
ithorities that her experience had Jeft her “dumb-
anded for a moment.” As she stood in the trees to

vain her mental equilibrium, she noticed the “smell of
thing which resembled pepper in the air.”

“With feminine logic, Mrs. Moreland continued about
‘hores and finished milking the cows before she went
“the house to awaken her husband, who had worked

te shift at the Air Force Station the previous night.

his insistence, she phoned the local constable and the
press, Within a week, she was re-telling her story

fan investigating officer of the New Zealand Air Force,

O investigators have often puzzled over the fact that
Many sightings occur in Australia, New Zealand, New
nea and the Antarctic, and that so many of these same

ings include prolonged visual contact wtih the alien
mgs that pilot the UFO's. The aliens may relax their
mity when they are “down-under” because they are

fate of the communications lag between that area and
Test of the world. Never have aliens remained in view

ger than the four-hour period recorded by Father
id his mission at Papua, New Guinea. Imagine the

‘such an incident would cause if it were to occur
‘New York City, London, or Moscow. Air-raid sirens
@’blare and rocket-armed jets would be sent in pur-
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Air 39/3/3

15 October 1981

Me dareld J Knapman

Mutual UFO Netudrk

PQ Box 22638

CHRISTCHURCH

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of 20 September, seeking

information regarding a film of a UFO sighting in April,

1954, and the report of a sighting by a Mrs Frederick Moreland

on 13 July, 1959.

A search of our records cannot locate any raference

to a film that was passed to the RNZAF for examination nor

is thare any referance ta the sighting by Mrs Moreland.

With the exception of the Kaikoura sightings, the

RNZAF does not undertake investigations into the sightings

of Unidentified Flying Objects. It does, however, on

receipt of a report of a sighting consult with other Government

agencies such as the Civil Aviation Division, Mateoralogical

Service and the DSIR in an effort to aliminate obvious causes.

In many cases a lofical explanation is found.

Yours faithfully,

(C.D. COLE)
Squadron Leader

RNZAF Public Relations Officer

va

ct yo
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id Towne Rd , te Mutual UFO Network

a Texas wee Sectional S | Direcior
USA - i. Harold J Knapman

20/0/% , PO Box 22638 High St

.Christchurch NZ

Phone 527953

Im weiting to ask gou shout tyo incidents that hn ppened

in the 1¢50s,the first one Asdvened in April 7951 it is believed that

a movie was teen by a eivil given to the N.O.a.5. for examination,

it. was of 2 Uro. The second incident heppened on July 13 1°58, it wes

a eighting in Blenheim of a irs Prederick Moreland. Both of the1 g veland. Roth of these

a

aightings are of interest to ‘me as o investigetor and in the scientific

view. The film interests ne os I would Like to compeir it apeinst ‘the

i976 Kaikoura sighting. The other Airforce report on the Blenheim sighting
a.

of 1959 because of the cloge, encounter factor.I am only interested in

these two eases in a saientific wayel can promiss you now that eny

information given me by the Airforce will pa kept confidential at ell

times, Therese one other thing Id like to ask is there any possibility

that an investigator like mys elt can op could werk in colleberation on

the subject of Unidentified Flying Ohjects, I do believe fife thing of

this Kind got of the ground it could & possibly would knock the veiw

of the 4Airforces cover up of which people believe ing TFT will he

to your reply soon.
Findest regs

4 : Harold J Euepasn,Ad K mofo, 8.1. 8. Dineotor
UL OB.
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

4il correspondence should be adrressed:

Chief of Defence Staff,

Ministry ~* Defence,
Private x ~~ ‘alington, N.Z.

fe Telephone: 729-499.

in reply please quote:

Air 39/3/3

= -

DEFENCE HEADQUARTERS

WELLINGTON, N.Z.

om

“i Mr Je Hompson
5? Otllon Street

* BLENHEIM

Dear Mr Thompson

Thank you for your recent letter which has been referred to me

by the Minister of Defence for reply.

I have had Air Staff reconsider the matter in the light of the

Facts presented by Mr McDonald in his letter to the Marlborough

Express of 20 December 1978, Air Staff believe, however, that

there is nothing in Mr McDonald's letter to suggest that the object

sighted from Waikaua Bay was other than a OC8 aircraft making its

= descent towards Wellington Airport from the west. The outline of

- events, which spanned no more than 10 minutes, is entirely

consistent with sighting a large aircraft approaching from a

distance. It is estimated that on a clear night the landing

lights of a DC8 aircraft descending over Nelson would be visible

« for at least six minutes before the aircraft passed away to the

north of Waikawa Bay on its usual inbound track to Wellington when

making a southerly approach to the runway. Knowing that there was

a DCS aircraft inbound to Wellington at that particular time and

taking into account the most likely flight path for its descent,

Air Staff are sure that it was, in fact, this aircraft that Mr

McDonald saw.

I trust my comments have enabled you to gain a fuller appreciation

of this Ministry's position on the matter. Accordingly, I do not

believe any useful purpose would be served by engaging in further

speculation about an avent for which a perfectly rational

explanation already exists.

Yours sincerely

0B G Mclean

Secretary of Defence

4.D. 206
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Air 39/3/53

MINUTE

Air Staff

AO Poi(D) '

WATKAWA BAY SIGHTING

1. I suggest that Mr J.C, Thompson be thanked for

his letter enclosing the cutting taken from the

Marlborough Express dated 20 Dec 78.

2. Having carefully considered the facts presented

by Mr F,D. McDonald in his letter to the Editor, we have

no reason to alter our view that the object sighted from

Walkawa Bay in the early hours of Sunday morning 17 Dec 78

was, indeed, a DC8 aircraft making its descent towards

Wellington Airport @mom the west. The outline of events

spanning no more than 10 minutes, and certainly not 55

minutes as Mr Thompson suggests, is entirely consistent

with sightinga large airoraft approaching from a distance.

On a clear night we estimate that the landing sights of

a DC8 aircraft descending over Nelson would be visible for

at least 8ix minutes before the aircraft passed away to

the north of Waikawa Bay on its usual inbound track to

Wellington when making a southeriy approach to the runway.

Knowing that there was = DC8 aireraft inbound to

Wellington at that particular time and taking into account

the most likely flight path for its descent, we are sure

that it was, in fact,this aircraft that Mr McDonald saw.

3. Accordingly, I suggest that there is no point

in entertaining further speculation from Mr Thomppon, who

after all is only a third party to the sighting, when I

believe we have given a perfectly satisfactory

explanation for what was actually seen on that particular

evening.

(G, WALLINGFORD)
We Car

28 Sep 81 DOps

‘\
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Dear Me Thompson Ble

Thank you for your recent letter which has been referred te ao

by the Minister of Hefence for reply.

Il have bad Air Staff recensider the matter in the Light of the

facts presented by Mr NcBonald in hie letter te the Narlbsreugh

Exprass of 20 December 1975. Air Staff believe, Rovever, that

thers is nothing in Ae Mofenald's letter ta suegsst that the ob ject

sighted Prom Waikawa Gay wae othar than a DCS olrorsft acking ite

descent toverde Wellington Alrpert from the west. The outline of

avents, vhich spenned no more than 10 minutes, is sntirely

eonsistent with sighting « large aircraft appeeaching from a
distance. it is estimated that en 2 clear night the Landing

lights of a BC8 aireraft deecending over Neleon would be visible

for at least aix minutes before the alrerePt passed auay to the

north of Uaikava Bay on ita usual inmhound trackto Uellingten when

making s southerly approach ta the runuay. Enauing that there was

a OF8 aiteraft inbound te Usllingten at that particular tine and

taking into account the most likely Plight psth Par its descent,

Air Staff are sura thet it vas, in fact, this aircraft that Ar

MeBanald sau.

I trust ay comments heave enabled you to gain a fuller appreciation

of this Ministry's position on bhe matter. Accordingly, 1 do not
believe any useful purpose would be served by engaging in further

speculation about an event fer which «= perfectly rational

explanation alraady existe.

Yours sinceraly

hw

08 G ticlesn

Secratary of Defence
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MINUTE

MINISTERTAL ENQUIRY FOR PRIORITY ATTENTION

1. Attached is an enquiry from the Minister's office.

2... It would be appreciated if a draft reply, could be

prepared within your branch/staff and forwarded to Policy Branch

which will be responsible for preparation of the letter in its

final form for the Minister’s signature. Additionally, shauld

it be'‘necessafry for extra information to be prepares giving

background with which the Minister should be acquainted pricr to

him signing the letter, this should be prepared in the form of

a draft letter to the Minister from the Secretary or Deputy

Secretary as appropriate.
N im

3. In view of the urgency “which is required to be .
given to ministerial enquiries, the draft should be forwarded

_to Policy Branch (attention AO Pol(D))by

If for some reason it is not possible to meet this date, the
officer dealing with the matter should contact the Director af
Policy Development and arrange a new submission date

Secretary of Defence.

Nek ST de rola



Air 39/3/3

MINUTE

Air Staff

AO Pol(D)

WATKAWA BAY SIGHTING

1. I suggest that Mr J.C. Thompson be thanked for

his letter enclosing the cutting taken from the

Marlborough Express dated 20 Dec 78.

Ra Having carefully considered the facts presented

by Mr F.D. McDonald in his letter to the Editor, we have

no reason to alter our view that the object sighted from

Waikawa Bay in the early hours of Sunday morning 17 Dee 78

was, indeed, a DC8 aircraft making its descent towards

Wellington Airport from the west. The outline of events

spanning no more than 10 minutes, and certainly not 55

minutes as Mr Thompson suggests, is entirely consistent

with sighting a large aircraft approaching from a distance.

On a clear night we estimate that the landing lights of

a DC8 aircraft descending over Nelson would be visible for

at least six minutes before the aircraft passed away to

the north of Waikawa Bay on its usual inbound track to

Wellington when making a southerly approach to the runway.

Knowing that there was a DC8 aircraft inbound to

Wellington at that particular time and taking into account

the most likely flight path for its descent, we are sure

that it was, in fact,this aircraft that Mr McDonald saw.

3. Accordingly, I suggest that there is no point

in entertaining further speculation from Mr Thompson, who

after all is only a third party to the sighting, when T

believe we have given a perfectly satisfactory

explanation for what was actually seen on that particular

evening.

—-onstnnfen
(G. WALLINGFORD)
We Cdr

28 Sep 81 DOps
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“Sy tng from 'The Marlborough Express! December 20th '78

* ODD THINGS IN THE.
t

‘To the Editor

~~ While my wife was\n oir sitting room she not-
eed a brillant ght through

NIGHT AT

from bed to view it. ‘The time

wea apreoximately 0.50 Sun-

kawa known as the Snout. It

peemed to hover for a good

minute and then moved on

horthwards, following the
bontour of the hill almost to
the Bnout and then hovered

egain for about half a min-

‘ute, and then moved off to-

wards the east very slowly

and with’ an up and down

motion.

1 For a time it hovered be-
yond Aliports Islands (for

about two minutes) and the

‘brililance dimmed down al-

ost to w mere pinhead, then

wuddenly it fared up over 10
‘times brighter than any star,

At thie stage we could see
ithe cloud-covered peak in the

eck of Kenepuru Sound be-

frond It.

! After it flared up it rose
@uddenly and then fell in an

arp end down motion, travel-

‘ing eastwards in an are

‘around the Bounds and head-
‘ed towards Whatamango or
ory Channel; then it ley~
felled off and moved at a
terrific “apeed anand4 disappearedloehind

WAIKAWA

LETTERS
We called our neighbours

out to witness the sighting

of the u.f.0, The time of view~

ing this was for almost 10

minutes.

There was brilliant moon-

light at the time and no wind

ang no other clouds in the
sky and « very starry night.

We heard no noise in this
very still night,.

“I phonett Woodbourne con-
trol tower and was advised
that {t was probably s para-
chute flare. They rang the

Picton police, who later
phoned me.

So long was this thing hov-
ering that I was able to view
it through binoculars. Six
Ught beams ‘were visible in
colour to the naked eye. A

quarter circle looked like it

was peinted dark red. It ap-

peared to me to be a» man-

ned hot alr balloon,

. This ts the third time in

two years that we have seen

this, whatever it is. During
this last winter our sitting

room became suddenly Ht up
guite noticeably against the

electric Nght and sacaguila

down at the beach started
screeching end then took

flight.

Golng outside to investigate

we saw the water in the bay

US up dull red end ® bril-
fant Nght hovering for some

momenta and then flash off

towards the east in less than

® second

I know that this was not a
Sere, was not a plane, but

could have been « hellocpter,

but there was no nolse and
the lights were too bright,

¥F. D, MACDONALD

Wiloaws

Mr MacDonald forwarded a

graph and @ sketch. Unfortu-

nately these were not suitable

for reproduction. The

Eiltor,
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OFFICE OFPTHE MINISTER OF DEFENCE,

WELLINGTON, N.Z.

8 September 1981

Mr J C Thompson

57 Dillon Street

BLENHEIM

Dear Mr Thomson

Thank you for your further letter of 21 August concerning the

alleged UFO sightings in the Blenheim region.

My letter of 5 August 1981 sets out clearly the RNZAF position

with regard to reports received of any unusual sightings in the

skies. The press statement forwarded under cover of my letter

also summarised the main conclusions reached by the RNZAF from

its investigations, specifically, into the Kaikoura sightings.

I can assure you that this investigation was detailed and

thorough and not cursory as you suggest. I should reiterate

that it is not the practice of the RNZAF to release reports of

investigations to the public. Accordingly, I believe it will

serve no useful purpose to enter into further debate on the

nature of the Kaikoura phenomena.

As for the Waikawa Bay sighting, the RNZAF confirms that

Woodbourne Air Traffic Control received a telephone call at

i amon 17 December from a Mr Frank McDonald who reported an

orange brilliantly coloured light which he had sighted at 0050

hours and observed for three minutes at an estimated height of

500 feet in a direction toward Tory Channel to Port Underwood.

Contrary to any impression of indifference that may have been

gained by the caller, the air traffic controller did, in fact,

first inform the Blenheim Police and, then, Wellington Air

Traffic Control who advised that a DC8 aircraft was carrying out

its descent towards Wellington at the time in question. In the

conditions prevailing at the time the lights of this aircraft

would no doubt have been visible to an observer in the vicinity

of Picton and provide an explanation for the source of the lights

as seen by Mr McDonald. Hence, there was no reason to link this

incident with the Kaikoura sightings.

Yours sincerely

Minister of Defence
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Mr J C Thompson

57 Dillon Street

BLENHBIM

Dear Mr Thomson

Thank you for your further letter of 21 August concerning the

alleged UFO sightings in the Blenheim region.

My Letter of & August 1981 sets out clearly the RNZAF position

with regard to reports received of any unusual sightings in the

skies. The press statement forwarded under cover of my letter

also summarised the main conclusions reached by the RNZAF from

its investigations, specifically, into the Kaikoura sightings.

I gan assure you that this’ investigation was detalied and

thorough, .and not.guxeery ag-you suggest, I sheuld reiterate

that fete not the practice of the RNZAF to release reports of
investigations to the public. Aacordingly, I believe it will

serve no useful purpose to enter into further debate on the

nature of the Kaikoura phenomena.

As for the Waikawa Bay sighting, the RNZAF confirms that

Woodbourne Air Traffic Control received a telephone call at

1 am on 17 December froin a Mr Frank MeDonald who reported an

orange brilliantly coloured light which he had sighted at 0050

hours and observed fex three minutes at an estimated height of

560 feet in a direction toward Tory Channel to Port Underwood,

Contrary to any impression of indifference that may have been

gained by the caller, the air traffic controller did, in fact,

first inform the Blenheim Police and, then, Wellington Air

Traffic Control who advised that a BC8 alroraft was carrying out

its descent towards Wellington at the time in question. In the

conditions prevailing at the time the lights of this aircraft

would no doubt have been visible to an observer in the vieinity

of Picton and provide an explanation for the sourte of the lights

as seen by Mr McDonald. Hence, there was no reason to link this

incldent with the Kaikoura sightings.

MinTater of Defence
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Mr 27 C Thompson /

57 Dillon Street

BLENHEIM

Dear Mr Thomson

Thank you for your further letter of 21 August cencerning the

alleged UFO sightings in the Blenhein region.

My letter of 5 August 1981 sete out clearly the BNZAP position

with regard te reports received of any unusual sightings in the
skies. The press statement forwarded under cover of my letter

aiso summarised the main conclusions reached by the RNEAF from

its investigations, specifically, inte the Kaikeura sightings.
I can assure you that thie investigation wags detailed and

thoreugh and not cursory as you suggest. 1 should reiterate

that it is not the practice of the PNZAF to release reports of
investigations to the public. Accordingly, I believe it will

serve no useful puxpogse to enter into further debate on the

nature of the Kalkeura phenomena.

As for the Waikawa Bay eighting, the RNZAF confirms that
Woodbourne Air Traffic Contrel received a telephone call at

1 am on 17 Becember from a Mr Frank McDonald who reperted an

orange brilliantly coleured light which he had sighted at 0050

hours and observed fer three minutes at an estimated height of

500 feet in a direction teward Tory Channel to Port Underwood,

Contrary to any impression of indifference that may have been
gained by the caller, the alr traffic controller did, in fact,

firet inform the Blenheim Police and, then, Wellington Air

Traffie Control who advised that a DCB alroraft was carrying out
its descent towarde Wellington at the time in question. In the

conditions prevailing at the time the lights of this aircraft

would no doubt have been visible te an cbserver in the vicinity
of Picton and previde an explanation fer the source of the lights

as sean by Mr McDonald. Hence, there was no reason to link this

incident with the Kaikoura sightings.

Yours sincerely

pavid Thomson

Minister of Defence
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2 Thank you for you eter of 214 August TMTeeL, Corarnirg the
Nad Ute geystneag oA the Gierrinarny Cases

Bed My letter of 5 August 1981 sets out clearly the
va

RNZAF position with regard to reports received of any unusual

sightings in the skies. Ths press statement forwarded under

cover of my letter also summarised the main conclusions

reached by the RNZAF from its investigations, specifically,

into the Kaikoura sightings. I can assure you that this

investigation was detailed and thorough and not cursory as

you suggest. I should reiterate that it is not the practice

of the RNZAF to release reports of investigations to the

public. Accordingly, I believe it will serve no useful

purpose to enter into further debate on the nature of the

Kaikoura phenomena.

a As for the Waikawa Bay sighting, the RNZAF confirms

that Woodbourne Air Traffic Control received a telephone call

at 71 am on 17 December from a Mr Frank McDonald who reported

an orange brilliantly coloured light which he had sighted at

0050 hours and observed for three minutes at an estimated

a steward}

height of 500 feet in thé directionef Tory Channel to

Port Underwood, Contrary to any impression of indifferrence

that may have been gained by the caller, the air traffic

controller did, in fact, first inform the Blenheim Police and,



then, Wallington Air Traffic Control who advised that a DC8

aircraft was carrying out its descent towards Wellington at p
a tw edalbaal. Petwethe, ob i oO bee phiorb-

the time in question, The lights of this aircraft would “have

been visible to an observer in the vicinity of Picton and

provided an explanation for the source of the lights as seen

by Mr McDonald. Hence, there was no reason to link this

incident with the Kaikoura sightings.

INGFORD)
Wg Cdr
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MINUTE

To:Sac’
MINISTERIAL ENQUIRY FOR PRIORITY ATTENTION

1.) * Attached is an enquiry from the Minister’s office.

2.: It would be appreciated if a draft reply, could be
prepared within your branch/staff and forwarded to Policy Branch

which will be responsible for preparation of the letter in its
final form for the Minister's signature. Additionally, should
it be-necessery for extra information to be prepared giving
background with which the Minister should be acquainted prior ta

him signing the letter, this should be. prepared in the form of

a draft letter to the Minister from the Secretary or Deputy

Secretary as appropriate.

3. In view of the urgency which is required to be
given to ministerial enquiries, the draft spouse be forwarded—
to Policy Branch (attention AQ Pol(0)) by PoptaneIf for some reason it is not possible to nett this date, the
‘officer dealing with the matter should contact the Director of

Policy Development and arrange a new submission date.

“ey 7

Dull ve abrence.
rey
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OFFICE OF THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE

WELLINGTON, NZ.

Hon 3 K MeLay

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS

Dear Mr McLay

You will recall you sought my comments on the latter of 18 July
you received from Mr J C Thompson of 57 Dillon Street, Blenheim,

concerning the alleged UFO sightings in the Blenheim region in
1978 and 1979,

I am informed by the Seeretary of Defence that the RNZAF does not
undertake detailed invastigations into reports of Unidentified

Flying Objects. when a reported sighting is referred ta the

RNZAF however, it does consult with a number of Government agencies
including the Ministry of Transport, the Department of Industrial

and Scientific Research, the Meteorological Service and the Carter

Gbservatory to eliminate any obvious explanation of the phenomenon,

An exception ta this policy was made with the investigation by

the RNZAF into the 1979 Kaikoura sightings. Gn that occasion a

report was prepared by the RNZAF Air Staff in Wellington and a

summary of the Findings of that report made public through the

news media. The report itself has not been made public,

I enclose a copy of the RNZAF statement released to the media

which you may care to pass on to Mr Thompson.

Yours sincerely

(Sad.) £. 5. THOMSON

David Thomason

Minister of Defence



Lo \ RNZAF 56

Cid. DLUNCE

RNZAF UFO SICHTING REPORT

The unidentified radar and visual sightings reported@ by aircraft and

the Air Traffic Control radars off the north east coast of the South Island

mily, ace the resuit of natural but unusual atmosph

se ot : . . . .
Vhis is the conclusion? arrived at in the Air Force's fjust completed

investigation into the sightings |

rriving at his conclusions, the investigating officer

ciple witnesses involved in the sightings on therin

ecember. He also worked closely with thefDepariment

ndustrial Research, thelCivil Aviation Division of the|

d.the Meteorological Service.

His report reveals that during the months of December and earl:

nospneric conditions over New Zealand were conducive to freak

ects on radar and light waves. Also, the planet Venus was rising in the

xn sky early in the morning, and at this time of the year is unusnally

for some time the Wellington Air Traffic

spurious returns off the east ceastc of the

FURTHER INFORMATION CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER {AIR}.

DEFENCE HEADQUARTERS, WELLINGTON.



W
sinvestigating officer also speculates that lights seen in the

nee River mouth could have come from trai ravelling

long the coast, and affected by unusual atmospheric reflections and

efractions.

There is no evidence to connect the many radar and visual sightings

n the Clarence River and the larger lights sean to the east.

QA Ministry of Defence spokesman said the Ministry was completely

atistied there were no unexplained physical objects in the skies at the

ime of the sightings,

The lights were almost certainly from surface or planetary sources

ffected by atinospheric reflection, refraction and distortion.

Radar sets are known to be subject to spurious returns, and it was

ignificant that on the occasions the large light was being filmed by a

elevision team on board the Argosy freighter, neither Christchurch or

'ellington radars reported any related visual sightings on their screens.

The spokesman said that the Ministry of Defence was not specifically

harged with formal responsibility for investigating so-called unidentified.

lying cbjects in peacetime. | However, the Ministry does take an active

nterest in all such reportsjand within the limitations of its resources,

onducts investigations as necessary.

anti i ia speculati at £ r a c sCommenting on some media speculation that the country was defenceless

qainst air attach, the spokes‘aan said that Rew Gealand did not have

complex air defence system, comprising sophisticated radar equipment

nad a force of missiles and interceptor aircraft.



The xecently announced Defence Review explains that over the next

iecade at least, a physical threat to New Zealand's security, by sea

wditure of funds on
ox from the air, is so remote that expe

sophisticated air defence equipments could net be justified,

No costing of a comprehensive air defence system for New Zealand

iad been dene, but the Defence svokesman said that the bill would be

mormous and well beyond curvent resource levels.

The Defence spokesman concluded by saying that the Ministry totally

liscounts the possibility of visits to New Zealand, and particularly

‘o the areas of the country where the recent reports have suggested,.of

ilien aircraft or other flying machines.| It also categorically discounts

ny Suggestion that air activity of any kind has taken place which poses .

ny threat to New Zealand's security. Defence does not share the view of

chose who believe we are visited from outer space, ox covertly by the air-

craft or machines of potentially unfriendly nations.

“Tan V4
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Min No: 223

Ref: 39/3/3

Typed: 4 Augus

Hen 3 K Belay

PARLYARENT BUILDINGS

Dear Mr MeLay

You will recall you acught my comments on the letter of 1B July

you reneived frem tic J € Thampson of 57 Dillon Streat, Slenhein,

concerning the alleged UFG sightings in the Blenheim ragion in

4978 and 1979,

Tam informed by the Secratery of Defence that the RNZAF does not

undertake detatled investigations inta reports ef Unidentified

Flying Objects. When a reported sighting is referrad to the

RNZAF however, Lt dows cenault with a number of Government agencies

including the Mieletry af Tranaport, the Dapertment of Industrial
and Selantifie Research, tha Mpteorsiogical Saryvica and the Carter

Gbaarvateary ta eliminate any obvicus explanation of tha phanomenan.

An axcaption to this policy wes mada with thea inveatigation by

the INZAF into tha 1979 Kaikoura sightings. On thet oscasiun 4

report wae prepared by the ANZAF Air Staff? in Uellington and a

summary of the findings af that report made public threugh the
neve madia. The repert itself has ant baen meade public.

I ensiese a sony 3f the RNZAF ateatement released to tha media

whish you may care to pass on te Ar Thompson,

Yours sinceraly

(Sed.) D. S. THOMSON

Savid Thomson

Mindetber of Bafsnce



O@ffice of the Minister of Justice

WELLINGTON 1

24 July 1981

My d C Thompson

57 Dillon Street
BLENHEIM

Deax MY Thompson

RECENTD

28 JULI981

FFICE OFtf!ov CTER OF “TATE

Tharike you Zow your letter of 16 July 1981.

Tt have noted the detalles of the stepa you have taken in

velation to the claimed urO sightings in
xegion in 1978 andl 1979,

the Bienheim

Peon the material you supplied ieie clear that the DSIR
mites vetieagtes oered matkere you hare) pit:bd:that

i ard dn the clroumstances I propase to discuss
your’. ‘Lebier with my colleague the Rt HonDb
Minister Of. Defence,

i will be teplying further to you in due

Yours sincerely

(Sgd.) J. K. McLAY

io. K Mebay

Minlater of JTustice

MINISTER OF DEFENCE

yf
i for your comments please.

fy

SEC - QF.

8 Thauson,

COUNTS.
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af tho tywentye-novan or so sut tly woll documented salghtinyy
of nocturnal lights studied in thi nene has been found far
which a simple explanation is nat ible. The sources proposed
Wore known to be “presentat the times of the observations, and must
be discounted by the wttn f the sightings are to remain
unidentified.

in the most widely publicised "encounter" nothing unnatural,
apart from the impressions of the witnesses, seems to have :

occurred, This UFO was almost certainly a brightly-lit squid
fishing boat caught in the aet. It is. therefore considered that

should rofor to UnFamiliar Observations, rather thantha acrony! UFQ
to Unincs CPT yng Obfoaty,
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DEPARTMENT OF SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH

PHYSICS AND

ENGINES PFUNS

LABORATORY

Refarence:

PEL 9/10

20 March 1980

Mr J C Thompson

57 Dillon Street

BLENEEIM

Dear Sir

Thank you very much fer your comments on my UFO Report. [In

answer to your question, it covers only those sightings between

20 December 1978 and 10 January 1979 because most of the widely

reported sightings occurred during that period. I did become

, aware of the 17 December1978 sighting over Waikawé

“several months later. I believe the sightingwas reported in the
‘Picton newspaper at the time, but it was not brought to the atten-

tion of anyone in DSIR prior to being mentioned to me, and then

only in passing. The person who it was of the

opinion that it waS aparachute

doubt

Yours faithfully

(W Ireland)

for Director
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DEPARTMENT OF SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL REScAnCH
PHYSICS AND

ENGIMSERING

LARORATORY

Private Bag,

Lower Hurt, New Zealane.

919

rams. FHYSICAL
Reference. PEL 9/10/-

23 May 1980

Mr G.C. Thompson,

57 Dillon Street,

BLENHEIM

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of 19 May and the reference to

your previous letter of 24 March 1980. Iomust apologise that

your previous letter was not acknowledged as being received by

the Department. However, you should appreciate that this

laboratory's function is to encourage the development of industry

UFO sightings. , 7 a _

One of our officers, Mr W. Ireland, has studied some

specific sightings for which photoyraphic record and other hard
data was available. Additionally, Mr Ireland attempts to help

members of the public when requested, where they have personally

made unfamiliar sightings.

However, we are not prepared to go further than this

where tangible data is unavailable, or with third parties to

the observation. Iounderstand Mr Ireland did indeed reply to

your first letter informing you of the information he had

received at that time. You are obviously at liberty to accept

or reject such information as valid, but I see little merit in

entering into extended speculative dialogue, particularly with

a third party, in the absence of any hard data. Hence, from my
laborato point of view, the matter must rest here. Tf you
wish topursue the Mratter further, I would sugge ) SO
with, formulated for this purpose. Tou you
are already
be the appropr

contact with Dr J7P. de Bock, of ECRA, which may
late body. ‘

Yours faithfully,

(M.A. Collins)

DIRECTOR
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BEPAR MENT OF SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH

PHYSICS 4uo

ENGINEERING

LABORATORY

Private Bag,

Lower Hutt, New Zealand.

Tatephone $66 919

Cablesand teieg PHYSICAL

Reference Telex: PHYSICS N.Z. 3814

MAC: PH

7 January 1981

Mx J C Thompson

57 Dylan Street

BLENHEIM

Dear Mr, Thompson

I have received your letter of 10 December concerning the Waikawa

UFO sighting, In this letter, you refer to earlier correspondence

with my laboratory and acknowledge the receipt of two letters from
us - one from Mr W Ireland of 20 March, and one from myself of

23 May - which were intended as replies to your correspondence and
to clarify our position for this particular sighting for you.

It appears that you are still in some doubt as to our position, and
ZI will attempt to clarify this in answering the questions in your

most recent letter.

In Mr Ireland's letter of 20 March, he pointed out to you that his

investigation of sightings between 20 December 1978 and

10 January 1979 were selected because ".... most of the

widely-reported sightings occurred during that period." In this

context, "widely-reported" indicates not onily reported in

New Zealand, but in the international media in addition. I believe
this criteria represents a logical basis for selection.

We are fully aware that a parachute flare is a distress signal, and

we are also aware that such flares are not uncommon in “popular

boating areas. However, I should make it clear to you that this was

not our evaluation and that the Physics and Engineering Laboratory

have not put forward an explanation for the Waikawa _Bay UFO
NOE are we in a s€ition to do so.

Your letter seems to imply that we have not discussed the

Waikawa Bay sighting with the witnesses of that event. On the

contrary, officers of my laboratory have discussed the sighting with

the witnesses, who seem quite happy to a hatwe are unable to

offer an explanation for this particular . Hence,I repeat

‘that Tf see no meritin continuing afaloguée with third parties to
this sighting.

cont/.....



Cc Thempson

w
w

7 January 15981

duréce are societies which have been specifica
investigate phenomena such as that to which

Perhaps you could contact one of these to

‘Study of the

liy formed to

ou are referring.

if they have made a

red to venture an

¥v

Io note from your lette

your taxation for the

comment on this since

Revenue Department.

that you

ending

aA matt yetween you and “the Inland

{

Yours faithfully

(M A Collins)

Director
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4 August 1981

Hen 3 K MeLay
PARLEAMENT BUILGENGS

Dear Fir MeLey

Yeu will recall you saught my comeents on the letter ef 18 July

you received from Rr 3 € Thompeon of 57 Dillon Street, Blenhein,

concerning the elleged UFO sightings in the Glenheiea regisn in

"878 and 1979.

I am informed by the Secretary of Oefence that the RNZAF does not
undertake detellied inveatigationa inta reports of Unidentified

Flying Dbjects, When «a reported sighting is referrad to the

RAZAF hovever, 1£ dows consult with = number of Severnnent agencies

insluding the Ministry of Trenaport, the Depertment ef Induatetal
and Scientific Reasearch, the fateorologicel Servier and the Carter

Observatary to elininate any obvigue explanationof the phenomenon.

An axeeption te thie policy wee made with the investigation by

the ANZAF inte the 1979 Kelkoura sightings. On thet-aecesion s

repert was prepared by the RNZAF Ade Staff in Usllington and «
sumaary of the findings ef that report made public through the

news media, The repert iteslf hae agt been made public.

I anclose 2 copy of the RNZAF stetagent released ts the sedia
which you may care to pass on ta Mr Thoepsen.

Yours sincerely

Bavid Thomson

Minister of Defance
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Hon J K ny
PARLIAMENT “BUILDINGS

Dear Mr ndpy

You will recall you sought my comments on the letter of 18 July

you received from Mr 3 C Thempson of 57 Dillon Street, Blenheim,

concerning the alleged UFO sightings in the Blenheim region in

1978 and 1979.

I am informed by the Secretary of Defence that the RNZAF does not

undertake detailed invastigations into reports of Unidentified

Flying Objects. When a reported sighting is referred to the

RNZAF however, it does consult with a number of Government agencies

including the Ministry of Transport, the Department of Industrial

and Scientific Research, the Meteorological Service and the Carter

Observatory to eliminate any obvious explanation of the phenomenon.

fn exception to this policy was made with the investigation by

the RNZAF into the 1979 Kaikoura sightings. On that occasion a

report was prepared by the RNZAF Air Staff in Wellington and a

summary of the findings of that report made public through the| media.

The report itself has not been made public.

I enclose a copy of the RNZAF statement released to the media which

you may care to pass arite Mr Thompson.
1

Yours sincerely

David Thomson

Minister of Defence
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Mr J C Thompson

57 Dillon Street

BLENHEIM

Dear Sir,

Further to my letter of 28 July, my colleague

the Minister of Defence advises that the Royal New Zealand

Air Force does not undertake detailed investigations into

rep6rts of Unidentified Flying Objects.’

However, when a reported sighting is referred to

the RNZAF, it consults with a number of Government agencies

including the Ministry of Transport, the Department of

Industrial and Scientific Research, the Meteorolagical ”

Service and the Carter Observatory to eliminate any obvious

explanation to the phenomenon.

An exception to the RNZAF's policy of not undertaking

detailed investigations into UFO sightings was its investigation

into the 1979 Kaikoura sightings. On that occasion a report

was prepared by the RNZAF Air Staff in WelTineton and a summary

of the findings of thet report made public through the media,

The report itself has not been made public.

I have pleasure in enclosing a copy of the RNZAF

statement that wes released to the media’

Yours sincerely

J K McLay

Minister of Justice
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15 Appil 1984

“AF Paul SoulakeRudel,
P.O Box 1874, :

WOLLONGONG o
N.S.W 2500 ,
AUSTRALIA. |

Dear Mr Soulak,- Aude,

Thenk, you for your letter requesting information on
FANZAF reportsof UFO sightings.

I heva enclosed a report meade public by thie office in
January 71979 ragarding the Kaikoura sightings.

ae

Y will/poipt out though that thea RNZAF do not normally
undertake detaijled investigations into UFO sightings and the

above investigation was an isolated instance,

i
‘t

Yours faithfully,

i (a. C. Kerr)
7 Sergeant
i RNZAF Public Relations

Enoloaure
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23 March 1961

fir Brian H. Mackrell

16 Sutherland Creacent

PALMERSTON NORTH

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of 10 March in which you asked

to purchase a full capy of the RNZAF report on the 1979 Clarence

River Kaikoura UFO sightings.

The RNZAF report into those aightings was not made public.
However a statement was isauad to the media at the time of

completion of the report and that statement contains the relevant

i pointe of the report. A copy of that media statement is enclosed,

There is no charge, -

Wa do not have files on UFO encounters.

1 thank you for your interest,

Yours faithfully,-

Ac Gay
Squadron Leader .

Enel, RANZAF Public Relations Officer



3

KXKXKKX [
749-299 |

j

|

23 March 1981

Mr Grian H, Mackrall

16 Sutherland Crescent

PALMERSTON NORTH

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of 10 March in which you asked
to purchase a full capy of the RNZAF report on the 1979 Clarence

River Kaikoura UFO sightings.

The ANZAF report into those sightings was not made public.
However a statement was issued to the media at the tima of
complation of the report and that statement sonteins the relevant
points of the report. A copy of that media statement is enclosed.

There is no charge. .

Wa do not have files on UFO ancounters,

I thank you for your interest,

Yours faithfully,

Ke Gay
Squadron Lesder

Enel. RNZAF Public Relations Officer



16 Sutherland Crescent

Palmerston North
—_ 5 10 March 1981

Chief of Air Staff

(Public Relations)
RNZAF

Dear Sir,

thank you for your letter of 4 February re my inguiry on UFO sighting of Septer
ber, 1969,

Would it be possible for me to purchase a copy of the full RNZAF report on thi
1979 Clarence River/Kaikoura UFO Sightings? Has the RNZAF files on UFO encounters by
its pilots and would this be made available to a serious researcher of the subject?

Yours sincerely,

Brian H. Mackrell.

ow
.

cSwo
\ >





. . 16 Sutherland Crescent

7 . . Palmerston North

? 43 January 1981

"0; The Director

Service Intelligence

Ministry of Defence

Private Bag

Wellington

1969 UFO RADAR-VISUAL REPORT

Dear Sir,

according to a NZPA report of September 23, 1969 a UFO was radar-tracked
and sighted by two Straits Air Freight Express pilots (Captain R. Cullum & Officer

N. Faircloth) in the Wellington-Gook Strait-Cape Campbell region on the eveni
ng of

September 4, 1969. The report states; " Air Force authorities are now awaiting
reports from both pilots."

I am interested in obtaining copies of any reports held by your departm
ent on the

above. I will be pleased to pay any search/copy fees involved.
This 1969 incident is very similar to the 1978-79 Kaikoura UFO affair a

nd I would
like to make detailed comparisons of same in eonnection with a natural

 phenomenon

UFO explanation postulated by Canadian scientists.

Yours faithfully, Tackett

Brian H. Mackrell.
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4 February 1984

| fr Brien Hy Mackral2
16 Sutherland Creasent

PALMERSTON NORTH

Dear Sir,

| Thank you Por your letter of 15 January seeking coples
of reportsof « UFO sighted in Saptember, 1969 by tuo

Safe Air pilote,

; The RNZAF, contrary to prees xeporte, did net investigate
that sighting.

, The RNZAF dose not normally undertake datatlad
investigations in UFG alqhtings. The 1979 investigation

"inte the Clarence River/Katkoure sightings was en isalated
netanae,

T ragret that I cannet be of more assistance te you.

Youre faithfully,

cme
Squadron Leader
RNZAF Public Relations Of fieer

poo
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