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NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE FORCE

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS (UFO) FILES
COPIES FOR RELEASE TO THE PUBLIC

File Number: AIR 39/3/3 Volume 4

File Title: Reports of UFO’s

File Timespan: Opened: 1981 - Closed 1984

File Declassified: September 2010

Location of Original File: Held at Archives New Zealand

Access to Original File: Restricted until 2054

File Contains: Various UFO sightings from members of the public and
reports on sightings at Christchurch International Airport and Temuka
in 1982. Correspondence from the Office of the Ombudsman relating to
public access to UFO information. Correspondence from / to UFO
research groups in NZ and requests for UFO information from overseas
researchers. Various Press clippings throughout.




' NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE FORCE

PUBLIC RELEASE OF UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS
(UFO) FILES

These copied and redacted files of correspondence on Unidentified Flying
Objects dating from 1952 to 2009 have been Declassified and released to the
public by the New Zealand Defence Force under the Official Information Act.

Access to the original files held by Archives New Zealand is restricted up until
the year 2080 for Personal Privacy reasons. These copied files have had the
personal details of members of the public making UFO reports removed to
preserve their privacy. Personal details of service personnel and civilians
employed by the New Zealand Defence Force and other Government
Departments and Agencies have not been removed. No other information
has been removed or omitted from these files.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF FILES

Correspondence on Flying Saucers began in New Zealand Defence Force
files in 1952 and continued under different names, Unidentified Flying Objects
(UFO) and Unidentified Aerial Sightings (UAS) until the present. The files
contain reports of sightings by private individuals and military personnei,
investigations by Defence and other Government Departments and agencies
into these reports, newspaper clippings on UFOs and letters from individuals
who claim to be in touch with alien beings and craft.

While the files are in general date order from 1952 until the present some file
periods overlap with one another and the documents within each file are not
necessarily in strict date order. There can be duplicate documents within
each file and copies of the same documents (particularly media releases and
reports) can appear in different files.

ACCESS TO UFO FILES

These redacted files are available in hard copy from the Defence Library c/o
Headquarters New Zealand Defence Force Aitken St Wellington. They are
not available in electronic format.
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ARCHIVES

NEW ZEALAND
GOVERNMENT LOANS SERVICE"

PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE THIS SHEET

This item is part of the holdings of Archives New Zealand, and
is a PUBLIC ARCHIVE on TEMPORARY LOAN to your office.

.

Production; 2010032 063
Agency:_/2 2L /T

Series: T 2R
Accession: W7 57
Box/File: _ 20 &

Shelf No: 74 /2 2 A

PLEASE TREAT THIS ITEM WITH CARE:

Do not remove any item from this file '

Do not add any item to this file

Do not write on or grase anything from this file
Do not flag, label, or otherwise damage this file

This loan is valid for three months from ...... 28 AUG 2010

PLEASE RETURN WITHIN THREE (3) MONTHS TO
Government Loans Service

Archives New Zealand Head Office

Ground Floor Reception,

10 Mulgrave Street

WELLINGTON

OR ASK FOR AN EXTENSION

Phone: (04) 884 6063

Fax: (04) 495 6210

Email: government.}oahs@archives.govt.nz
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stiavging fts general vaspoasi
ravwxvﬂ repocts from o :
Mamigiry of Yransportl, ¢ ;
Lhae artant of detersining wiwther the repoveed phanomencn could
regashably ba callated with a known p?;&lua* avent. Th#ge could
include: & metecrological balleoon reflecting a flash of sunlight
frow high altitwde s 1t moves oul of the Sacthis shadow after ducshk
an the sorface, or an uno2oally brlehft planst or 2tar nesar the
horigon, or enowolons propagation of prighu lightz on the suriace,
and the like. @Gensrmlly, as with the keikoura repert, onlv the
regulta and not the detalls of the investigations have bheen wnads
pubnliic,

scme raprrte of sightings come frow thoss who are g@ruiﬂel eugzled
abownt sometbhing th@y nave aeen, and sra weade in good faiith.  Others
are taksn up by those foy whom UFO'r 1t sesms will explain all the
mystaries of tne universe. Thelir diligence on the zubject 1s notc
mmtchta hyv any ssasa ol balaoce or of the need for diszpassionate
snguiry. The Mirdztry should not In my view »illingly ger Jdrvawn
inte thas pureuit of chismers and should avold providiasg fuel for
fepverad igaainations.

Bven wizh the more halanced obserxver, areat difficuliies arisze. An
wnvastigation almost alvays vesches e point where it has at least
to be lemolied that the ohserver had been fooled bw some natursal
event. Challeaging the reliakility of his phvsical senses, wshich
be has had po cause te dovbt hitherto, can very easgily turn an

&
ve disopaiion Inte o subdective cne.  The oein issve of
5! or aot thors was a UFC wands Lo become 1ost as the observer
perceives a need Lo dzfend & parsonal position, sspecially 1£, as

iz of ha cowne, bthe watter bas baveowme public. In thiz xiné of
de rounding the rmpaviﬂ gxperiences of othsrg obsessions
tend to hﬁ given fiee reln. Issginative theovies sean to blossos,
including accusations of official conspirvacy to cower up wvital
*ractet, no mmiter how nmuceh inferwation is releszed.

tne cese of ¥rs koervelana illustrates Lhe p@t*atiﬁ3 for
misunderstandings. It might indesd sesm in retrospect (with onay
the 35“y&qr“511 ¥ritten ward to g Ly} that ir thess matters

svsn the irvestigators zometimes fiand fo difficouli to maintain
thair detachment ., It is iifiitht not to concliuds that the
investigating officer most closely involved might have pliowssd his
chvicus inhesrest tu séflzct and to strenathen HMys HMorslisndis
couvictiona (altchough in mitigation T seem to rgscall that *UEC
scares® were ramppant at the Lime

L

¥ . w2 mhail never kunow, Byl
goubkt thalt that afficer - <ho want on to cumplsie a agcecessivl
caveer as an snginesr in the RNEAT - weuld ceare to be reminded oow
0f the spisode, any mora than does Nrs HMoelallam,

Taere seens o me L0 be an obwigus need Lo protseb the privacy of
individuals 1u cases such &% thioc one.  They should not be exvosed
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i second pelnt aleoe fturns on bhe predilections of the eccentyig
sobbyvist mnd bthe more exbrama pelievers it ?1 iitations from ouber
apage. It seems mors bham likely thabt auy itesm of informetios,

wc*;txve or nagative, will Be pored over with grest enthuesisasm. 1L
they ware given unrsstr 10Laﬂ abcaww to Detsnos Tilsy - and I
suspect that the efifacts on ths Police and the Mindstry of
Trangport wogld be similar yod of dGemands for

- 1 §<1 envizsagse a F1

informatien that we S0 pot have, and for esplanabticas that we
capact give., Thiszs couid ziso impinge apon ﬂt&ft and other
urosg, where aliocations have 1o be made in the liaht of the

e ?v

rcaﬁ moable and realistic secw rj%g needs of the country. Toe 14483
Delence Raview maces no proviszieon for dafence agminsy
eitraterrastrial threats. The resourcss sllocatsd oo try o meot
defence preoblems closer to bome will as 1t 18 be stretched. It
wuld in my view be copirary to the public interest to allow

poiutiesy diversion of the rescurces of a departmsnt of Stata:s tha
provigicas of section $(2){b) would sesm bo apply.
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cwo of My Bnapmpan's raguests cannolb e met

o

1 summweayn

Yy iret by
and th@ third resguest was declined in the light of Sections 3(2){a)
god (Y of the Bificial Information het,., As o the furiher
regquest, § truast you will agree that for good reasons the Binistry
nes not sesn Fit bo satisfy it in all respectsy that the Defence
files on the sublect should noit be opensd up; and that the
sdministration of the provisions ok the Wificial Information Bov a3
they afferr this partieuvlsar svbiect shonld be applisd witn a lavge
m2azure of common fZenae as well ag in the spirit of the law., I
zhould adi that I wonld certalnly sot envisage any change in the

present praetice of mﬂxluq fresly svailable summsries of the
findings whers repovns of OFDs are investigated,

Sheuld vou feel it to e pepessary, I vweuld bs only toc happyvy to
have z meabsr oF your staff zzandne our filles hers in ordsy fo
asbritain wore detailed background to the qguestion of UF0 reports and
inwastigations.
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9 May 198L

The Secretary of Defence
Ministry of Defence
Private Bag

WELLINGTON

Dear Mr McLean,

I refer to my letter of 6 April concerning the request
I have received from Mr H.J. Knapman, on behalf of the
Mutual UFO Network Inc,, to investigate and review the
decision by Squadron Leader P.J. Lynch under the Official
Information Act not to make available information he had
requested. I should be grateful to receive your advice
on when I may expect to receive your report.

Yours sincerely,

\&



Oftfice of the GBmbudgman

4th fFloor, Chase NBA Bonuge
163-165 Whe Terrace
Hellington

Te Re: 739 533
P.E. Tox 10152
The Werrace, Wellington

6 April 1984

Ministry of Defence
Private Bag

WELLINGTON Gloc T e
et o, wik

The Secretary of Defence 4;#£%§%$

Deatr Mr MclLean, Aﬂht/ lo . &

I have received a request from Mr H.J. Knapman, on
behalf of the Mutual UF0 Network Inc, Box 22-638, High Street,
Christchurech, to investigate and rsview the decision by
Squadron Leader P.J. Lynch under the Official Information Act
an 17 November 1983 not to make available information he had
reguested.

I understand the circumstances to be as follows. On
17 September 1983 Mr Knapman asked for the following
information:-

Ta A copy of the report on several mavie films
taken by ecivilians in April 1954 which were
made available to the Air Force and, if
possible, copigs of these films.

2. A copy of a senior NCO's report on UFO
sightings at Whenuapai on 18 August 1954.

3. The report on Mrs F. Moreland's sighting
of a UFO on 13 July 1859.

4, The report by the Air force on 2 January 1979
of a UFO sighting at Kaikoura.

On 17 November 1983 Squadron Leader P.J. Lynch replied
that the Ministry of Defence had no record or copies of the
1854 movie films to which Mr Knapman had referred. Secondly,
he said the Ministry did not have a report or any information
on the sighting which Mr Knapman attributed to a senior NCO

[

e E TG
~m=p——-iat the RNZAF base at Whenuapai in August 1954. He commented
Qiiliﬁ—m——-that the report on the sighting by "Mzs F. Moreland" in 1959
p

soad was confidential,and an assurance had been given to the
__-{uyitness by the Secretary of Defence that the results of the
jfenquiry would not be released without her permission. He added
Ithat the witness had been contacted and she had reguested that

||k

. Jeuin




her privacy be respected. He said that the report would not be
made available. He also provided a copy of a press release
relating to the reported Kaikoura sightings betueen December
1978 and January 1979,

Mr Knapman has made the following comments. In

respect of his first request, he says the Ministry were

definitely given movie films in 1954. His source of informa-
tion is Michael Hervey's book "UFOs over the southern hemis-
phere", first printed in 1975. At page 220 it states:-~

"During April 1954 the N.Z. Air Force received
several movie films taken by civilians showing
strange, mysterious pinpoints of light moving
across the sky. They were duly examined by
experts who later admitted that they had been
unable to trace their origin, or offer any
explanation as to what could have caused the
lights in the sky".

Mr Knapman accepts the Ministry's reply on the second
item of information he requested, He is dissatisfied with the
decision on his request for the report on Mrs Moreland®s
sighting in 1959. He says that although he knows Mrs Moreland's
present address and new married name, he.respects her privacy
and will not contact her about her sighting directly. He
says he gave the Ministry an assurance that he would never
pass this information about her to anybady. He says that the
release of this report would be of great value to him, as it
would give him a quideline and comparison to the other hundreds
of cases he has investigated. He does not consider it
reasonable that the Ministry has refused to release the report
to him on the grounds of a request made by Mrs Moreland more
than 25 years ago to keep it confidential. He recognisss
this was necessary for her protection at the time when UFD
witnesses were harassed by the public. He adds that he has
no wish to make public any information he receives from the
Ministry.

Mr Knapman says that the fourth. item of information he
requested has not been provided. He asked for the internal
report about the findings of the Air Force, following the
Orion flight on January 1979 sast of Kaikoura.

Finally, Mr Knapman has made a general comment that he
would like to see the Air Ferce collating any UFD information
which it is willing to pass on to UFO research groups without
the necessity for the groups to state names, dates, years etc.
before any information is provided. He adds that he has
provided the Ministry with hundreds of UF0 reports on micro-
film. In conclusion he asks whether any arrangements can be
made for authentic UFD research groups like MUFON to receive
information for scientific research purposses,
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I should therefore be grateful to receive your report
on this matter., It should contain the detailed reasons for
the decision of the Ministry not to make available the
information Mr Knapman requested and include reference to the
precise grounds on which it belisves there exists good reason
under the 0fficial Information Act for withheolding the
information, I should also like to know what consideration
the Ministry gave to ss.16 and 17 of the Act when considering
Mr Knapman's reguest and whether you consider good reason
gxists under the Act for withholding all the information
requested.

I should also like to see the information requested and
withheld, the papers supporting your views and those that were
considered by Squadron Leader Lynch when deciding not to make
the information available. In the arsas where no information
could be found, I should be grateful for your advice on the
steps which were taken to locate the information regquested.

Finally, I should point out that the Ministry has
not complied with its obligation under s.19(b) of the Official
Information Act to advise an applicant for information of his/
her right to seek under s.2B8(2) of the O0fficial Information
Act an investigation and review of the refusal by an Ombudsman,

If you are unable to provide your report within three
weeks, I should like to be informed.

Yours sincerely,

Chief Ombudsman
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former Mrs Moreland should be honoured, the provisions of the
Official Informatien Act Sections 9 (2) (a) and (b) were seen

to apply.

éﬁyéf As requested, copies of statements made by Mrs Moreland

MLMJ& Qvuw Me'nw'"c"*
in 1959 and records of intervigws with her are sttachod,

E@gﬁg@hﬁﬁhﬁﬁﬁﬂ&ﬂﬁﬁﬁe%t(ﬁ%sy to understand her wish to avoid
further publicity. Mr Knapman claims to require the information
for research purposes only but the Ministry of Defence has no

wea s,
canfidence that resurrection of this #ssee will not result in &ve
ML&?" aJZQ L'\' 1§ Mels pnsS("D\l *"\, o v N le-wl-m,_( \'3 o bhas o, LA s ot ol ERO tvswe e .

reneued harassment of Mrs McCallum. 7 g?ﬂuﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂh if Mr Knapman
o
:&:%a—be given th&s information, t&e® he mﬁv uell consider his

undertaking to us to be no more binding than was ours to Mrs
McCallum.
‘Q\:\R/U"('s
4?— P iy Mr Knapman hasjasked variously for a Copy of
oy kov ra.
the RNZAF report into the alleged UFO sightings at Wsteezo in
late 1878 and for a report on a specific reconnaissance flight
conducted on 2 Jan 79. The main report was summarized in
a press release at the time which..contained all of the salient
findings of the enquiry. The reconnaissance flight of 2 Jan 79
o601 tye

yieldsd no Furtherﬂinformation. It was therefore considered
that in passing a copy of the press release to Mr Knapman the

Ministry had satisfied the reguirements of the O0fficial Information

fct Section 16 (e). Copies of the main report and of the press

release are obkactmmy, olwe s~ clesed Lol geuoo v doat
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SoupEes - panging—frem—geruine—enguiries Ffrum the inmterested

ard—respersitbte—to—thuse—From—thre—Turatic—frimge: Copies
uLH\ %ﬁ.\os-ﬁap.
of previous correspondence F£rem Mr Knapman are atbached, from

=
// atk t‘,;u&- s
,Zf Of the four requests for infaormation wede—by—fr—Kmapmarm,
the first two cannot be satisfied. As Mr Knapman has already

been told, no reports of movie films taken. in 1950 nor any
pvidence of thelr existence are held in Defence files. Neither

is there any record of a report by a senior NCO on UFO sightings

j: Crmvne f\o‘t 'Q-d.mu.(&o-d' wl{"—s '\-‘m& !—uﬂko-é
at Whenuapai in August 1954. {kEHeﬂ&y~e§aervafrww#—muufﬂ—be
Miehorl 'L-‘u-ﬂ-r\-ﬂ-% ord hot wo ey o ¢9‘-u-(oh$kmﬁ Wis bowa Qdas. T Ko ~at

nown au

\.'.W whedbar iz boolc s %o-.nﬂc& at catlhantotie iw UFD carcles, bot o Rt
Rerdly—be—takem s arttorittativer particaterty agauthurs of

Qw\—bowaW—y\f

such works are seldom noted For thelr baiance and Dbject1V1tmj Sthggt

‘ﬂ,ndﬁi-'y

Cgf T Turning to the then Mrs Moreland‘s account of her encounter

P ——
with a UFD and its occupants in 1959,%Mr Knapman has been

e
advised that -=» undertaking &ss=dme=n given her that this material
v s¥ill e doee .
will not be released uwithout her consentg Copies of correspondence
Sonz lonall

betwsen her and the Ministry of Defence are a¥btscsHed and these
speak for themselves., «FH—wilti—benoted—ttet, Gbntrary to Mr
Knapmang claim that this assurance was made 25 years ago and that
rel Ramerh
Lor—this—reaserr it somehow now lacks validity, theys€orrespondence

took place in 1979. In deciding that the undertaking to the

/ former Mrs Moreland
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NDeay Hessys Staufer and Wishart

Radio Haunyraki
P O Box 1484
AUCKLAND

I refer to your lstter of 20 March 1984 in which you ask for
information from Defence files "on extraterrestrial space
craft and or ocoupants that have landed or have been slghted
in New Zealand territory”. I understand too that you have
separately regquested from the Pefence Public Relations Office
details of the sightings of UF0Os since the reported incidents
around Kalkoura ia 1979,

It 48 not possible to mest the terms of reference az you have
phrased them in your letter. The Hinistry of Defence holds
ne information whatsoever to suggest that aliens have landed
in ¥ew Zealand, or that they or their spacecraft have been
sighted here. I van asswre you categorically that New Zealand
Government agencies have not "@ealt™ in any way with extra-
teryestrial spacegraft or their occupants. Reither has
matarial suggesting that others have done 50 heen provided

to us by cother Governments - I have not seen, for exemple,

the declassified papsrs of United States Sovernment origin
that you mention.

/’-‘f..

/

By definition a UFC is an unidentified flying cbiect.
that some pecple claim to Rave identified these things and
even to have congorted with aliens. I have seen nothing to
suggest that those claime e¢an be substantiated.

I know

Distinct From claims of ¢leose encounters with sentient aliens,

there remains the puzzle of sightings of odd lights and shapes.

In this regard the New Zsaland position is similar to that
which I understand now pertainsg in the United States. It
wes NASA, I believe, that put it succinctly ia 1977 by saying
?. .. owhat existy is 3 baffling collection of iuntriguing
anecdotal evidence for mysterious phenomena, usually referved
to as UPC's™. Also, I an told that "reporis of unidentified
objectes entering United States air space are of interest to
the military as a reqular part of defense surveillance.
that, the U8 Alr Porece no longer investigates vreports of UPO
sightings." In this country, however, the Royal New Zealand
Air Force has never been reguired to investigate UPO sightings
as a matter of course. {The Xaikoura vase was a sapzcial one
in which the Government asked the BNZAPF to investigate, and

Bryond
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which was fully reported upon at the time.)] Nor is the BNIAP
or any other part of the Hinizgtry of Defence reguired to act
as a co-ordinating body for recording such sightines, I
understand that reperts from the public ars recejived £rom
time to time separately by the Police, by the Civil Aviztion
Divisien and the Meteorological Ssrvice of the Ministry of
Tranaport, ond by the DSIR. Some reporty ara oross-checked
ameng these agencles primarily to deternine whether there

may be a2 phyzical reaspn for the phenomenon as it waz observed -

such as a large asizcrafis of 2 mateoroingioal balloon satching

the sunlight at high altitude afier dusk oy hefore dawn.

Turning now te your telaphoned reguest, I can provide the
following summaries of incidents which have been reported

to the Alr Staffs.

On Apxril 20, 1879, a singla orange light was seen pazsing
over Palmersteon NMorth. The light, vhen studied through
bincculars, appeared to be an unflickering naked flame
with characteriectics similar ¢2 the flame of a kercsene
Hurricane lamp. The light was first sighted at 185%hr
at a helght of aboui 2000£% travelling from Ackautors
towards Hokowhitu., The light source war ¢ircular and
large enocugh to present itsel? as a dige, To either
side and above the disc wag a small arez of red light.
The impression gained by the cbserver was of an oncoaing
rerially mounted € wvolt car hesdlight, shining alongzide
a red painted surfacne. The light gradualily grew dimmer
ag it climbed higher travelling tewnrds Pahiatua. It
was lost from sight shorily after 1900hr,

Based on the description and behavionr of the light,
RNZAP anguiries found that it had the oharactsristics

of a radar kalleon carrving a lamp attached to the radax
raflectox. That conclusion was syppucted by the
Snperintendent of Physical Metsorolegy and although a
radar balleon had not heen launched from Ohaksza alr bhass
at the tine it wes not uneommon for these balloons to

ba fgund in the hands of othergoutside the Metesrological
SBervics.

&n April 26, 1878, severzl residents of Palmsrston Worih
saw orxange lights traveresing the city. 2 single light
was sighted shortly after 2205hry over Palmerston North
by the observer reperting the April 29 sighting. It

was degoribed as having a &izec gshape of yallow light
surrounded by & thin corona of red Iight, It was
esntinsted to be ¥kn ddstant and tracking aleng the
wvatershed of the northerp Tararuas Rarges, It waz vizible
until 2307br. At 2230hr on April 26 a further sighting
wag made of an orange ball moving rapidly over Palmerston
Horth. It gave the appesrance of burning and pulsated
from very pale to darker orange. Az it moved away it
showetfed sparks and appsared to dip and move from side

to-side. It was in sight for about five to seven minutes,

Shortly after, three similar objects were sighted by

f



the witness in a shallow ¥ formation in approximately
the game pozition as the first sighting. The formatien
travelled from north to south over Palmerston North.

The characteristics of thesge lights were similar to
the april 20 sighting with the light emanating from
yadar balloons.

Por a wesk in December 1%80 between 0510hr and 060Q0hr
& bright object was seen in the gast from Te Pohue and
climbed slowly., It was only scen when the alr was
eclear.

RNZAF enguiries into the mighting found that in all
probability it was the planet Venus.

On Augusd 13, 1980, air traffic radar at Ohakea reperted
an unidentified object 22 miles south of Napier.

Hateorclogical cocditions at the time of the report
Ingdicated that the sighting was a radar return on a
cloud formation.

On Janovayy 26, 19%81; a lighted obkject war sighted
approaching Christchurch alrport from the souvth-sast
at 044%hxr. The object travelled fast to the airpert,
manosuvred and hovered overhead before departing to the
south~aast., The obiject, 1it with a bright white light
with an orangs tinge at its periphery: was in sight for
14 minutes.

An illuninatad meteorsloeglical halloon had been relesased
st 34%0hr and had wmoved after vyelease Lo the west,
scuth~-west, souvth, south-eagt and then east in the firet
ten minutes. The balloon was a peossible sxplanation.

On July 3, 1381, the Christchureh Flight Information
Office of the Civi) Aviation Division of the Biniztry

of Transport was advised of the sightings of an object
near Cass at 21%0hr that day. The object was describad
to be like a Mewmans bus with bright lighte of red/blue
shades and was slighted mancenvring below hilitope before
moving off to the nerth-sast, The weatheyr was clear
excaept for clend patches around the peaks. and visibilicy
was good.

No BNZAY or knowm ¢ivil aircraft were in the area at
the time.

In February, 1982, a white light was viewed through a
skybawk window for a fraction of a second in Lower
Hutt. It appeared to flare out and gave no appearance
of falling or leaving a trail of light.



Alxr gtars engquiries founa that the 1ight conld hae Eay
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Yours Eincerely

D Law
for Becretary of Defence
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Radio ;

Hauraki

20 March 1984 —

Secretary of Defence ==

. Private Bag e
Wellington ki

Dear Sir,

We are applying under the Offical Information Act 1983
for all information that you have on extraterrestrial

space craft and or occupants that have landed or have

been sighted in New Zealand territory.

Our inguires along these lines follow the declassification
and publication of offical American Government Documents
admitting the capture and study of aliens and their space
craft.

Wo khink its likely that New Zealand agencies have dealt
in a similar way with U.F.0.'s and their occupants.

Thanking you for your co-operation.

Yours faithfully,

L

MARK STAUFER -
IAN WISHART

NEWS JOURNALISTS

RE-ARED TO

VY YRS

Hauraki Enterprises Lid. 4th Floor Caltex House, Fanshawe Street, Auckland, New Zealand. P.O. Box 1480. Phone 34-899. Cables: Haurad.



16 January 1984

MOUNT E00K .

Dear

Thank you for your lstter dated 19 December, I am sorry
for the delay in responding but 1 have besn away for a month,

[4.3
The Royal New Zeasland Rir Force n&ﬂ the Ministry of
Defence,doas not investigate UFO sightings unless asked to do
ap by the Governmant.

Any reports on UFD sightings should be mads to your
local Pelice stetion,

I hope this ansuers your inguiry, and =2ga2in I regret
the time delay in replying to your letter.

Yours faithfully

Al

(P.W. MAITLAND)
Sergaant

for RNZAF Public
Relations Officer
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Air 39/3/3

17 November 1983

Mr H,J. Knapman
P.0. Box 22638
High St
CHRISTCHURCH

Dear Mr Knapman,

Thank you for your letter of 17 September in which
you sought details of various UFQ sightings, under the Official
Information Act.

Firstly, quite an amount of research and investigation
has been done on your behalf but unfortunately we have no record
or ‘coples of the 1954 movie films to which you refer. Nelther
do we have & report or any infcrmation on the sighting that you
attribute to a SNCO at RNZAF Whenuapal in August 1954, We
have also checked records held by the National Archives but
have been unable to find any information which may be of help
to you.

With regard to the 1959 sighting by 'Mrs F. Moreland'
I can advisze that the report is confidential and an assurance
was given to the witness by the Secretary of bDefence, that the
Ministry of befence would do nothing to release the results of
the enquiry conducted by the RNZAF without her permission. The
witness has been contacted and she has reguested that her
privacy be respected and conseguently the report will not be
made available.

The RMZAF issued a Press Release regarding the
reported Kaikoura sightings in Dec 78/Jan 79 and a copy of
thig is enclosed although I feel sure that vou will have a
copy of your own already.

Quite obviously I have been unable to give vou

any substantial new information so although considerable time
and effort has been spent in researching the background

/material



material to give you a reply no charges will be made as would
normally be the case for Official Information Act requests.

Enclosure:

Yours faithfully

Squadran/Leader
for Chief of Air Staff

RNZAF UFO Sighting Report
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103 Oldiowne Rd Mutual UFQ Network

Seguin Texas 4. © Seciional S I Director
Harold 1 Knapman
78155 USA REC'EE,‘,\{EDS PO Box 22638 High St
21 SEP 198 Christchurch NZ
ENT. REGIST Phone 527953

JEFENCE HDQnS

To:~ Cheif of Alr Staff,
Defence Headquarters,

Wellington, Air 39/3/3 .~

Dear Sir,
Aug 27
Thankyou for your reply to my Sepé~+h 1983,
letter. In reply to your letter 1l Sept,l reghest the following information
if possible through the information act.”
In April 1954 several movie films were faken by civilians & turned over to
the Airforce for examineation & reporit,if possible a copfe of that report
& Or some frame copies of the film.
On Aug 18,1954,a Snr NCO stationed at Whenuapal A.F.S5tn saw a cigar shaped
pbject & reported it, an investigation was done,if possible 2 copy of this
rgport.wm
July 13.1959 Mrs F.Moreland Blenheim Disc shaped objectseen,Investigated by
the Airforeg. A copy of the report plezse, -
The RNZAF report of the_Reconnaissance Flight Jan 2nd 199 Kaikoura ufos.
I have no objections to paying for this material,as I said‘in previouse
letters to you any information recsived from the Airforce is for my [iles
only,for resegrch.The wittnegsess will not hear from me or my collegues

in any form about their sightings,l do respect ther privacy,l do hope you

will grant my reguest for research,hope to hear from yol soou.

Kindegt regards,

Harold J Enapman,

Q%éngaﬂf Director for MUFON W.Z.
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Alr 38/3/3

28 October 1983

Mr J.C. Thompson
57 Dillon Street
BLENEEIM

Dear Mr Thompson,

Thank vou for your letters of 25 Augusi and

3 October regarding sightings of unidentified phenomena

in the Kailkoura area in December 1878. You will notice
that I refer to ‘unidentified phencmena' because that is
precisely what I think these alghtings should be termed,
They are certainily unidentified and there fa absolutely

no evidencs that what were seen were objects of any kind -
only lights er light sources.

To answey your questions.

The RNZAF did caryy ouwt a thorouyh investigation
of the alleged sightings. In fact the acope of the
investigation was greater than any previous effortsz made by
the RNZAF to establish an explangtion for sightings of this
nature . The news service statament by the PRO(Air) stated
that all the prineipal witnesses had been interviewed. That
ieg precisely correct. All of the principal witnesses had
haean interviewed and any other witnesses, in the view of
-the investigating officer, would not have contributed in
any substantial way to the investigation.

The investigating officer consulted with the Civzl

: Aviation Division of the Ministry of Tranaport on a number of
occasione wvhile c¢ompiling his report. No reference was made

to the alleged Walkawa Bay sighting because that wss not in

his terus of reference. If any comments were made by Woodbourne
and Wellington Alr Traffic Control about the Walkawa Bay sighting
it was cbviocusly not considered relevant to the Kaikoura
investigation.

You have on & nurber of ocecasions stated that the
Waikawa Bay sightings lasted for upwards of 355 minutes and yet
Mr P.D. Macdonald who reported the sighting states in his letter
t0 'The Marlborough Exprass’® on 20th Decewber 1978 that the
sighting lasted 10 minutes. Quite logically anyohe making
a comment on this aspect of that 'sighting' is going to quote

/the principig
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the principal witness (in this case Mr Macdonald) rather than
any other source, especially if that source did not actually
witness the sighting.

You can be absclutely surxe that the RNZAF will not
be investigating the Waikawa Eay sighting and will certainly
not be re-opening the investigation into the Kalkoura sightings.
All of the Departments invelved in this matter are satisfied
that it has been handled properly and correctly. The final
paragraph of the Defence press release clearly defines the
Ministxy of Defence's stand on so-calledé UFDs, That is clearly
Defence policy and unless absolute proof of anything to the
contrary becomes evident then, d@splte the convictions or
beliefs of anybody slse, that stand will not change.

You have asked for a copy of the Kaikoura sightings
report and a list of the ten principal witnesses and the time
each gpent in interview. Pirstly the report is a restricted
document and will not be released because to do so would
compromise the confidentiality of the witnesses' statements,
and in the same way providing details of each of the witnesses
could see them heing the recipients of unsolicitored mail about
a subject which they may wish to have nothing more to say.

The times that each witness spent in interview was not recorded.

Reference in a previous letter tc you by ¥Mr D. Law,
to a fee for work undertaken to give you this reply would
normally apply, however #s8 I am unable to give you any new
information no charges have heen made although considerable
time has been spent in researching the background material.

I would like to point out that there is little purpose
to be gerved by persuing this matter through the Ministry of
befence any further as we have no further tangible information
which we can give yvou.

Yours faithfully,

for chief of Air Staff
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- MINISTRY OF DEFENCE L

All corre.sondence should be addressed to! In reply please quote:
THE SECRETARY OF DEFENCE,

PRIVATE BAG, WELLINGTON, N.Z.
Telephone 726 499

Air 39/3/3

DEFENCE HEADQUARTERS
WELLINGTON, N.Z.~

22 August 1983

fir J C Thompson
57 Dillon Street
BLENHEIM

Dear Mr Thompson

Thank you for your letter of 9 August seeking information under the
0fficial Information Act, on UFO0 sightings in the Kaikoura region
in 1978, '

Air Staff, Defence Headguarters Wellington now have your letter and
are currently researching their files so that they can reply to all
your questions. I am sure you will appreciate that the task of
preparing a reply once the information is at hand may take a little
while, and that under the terms of the O0fficial Information Act, the
Ministry of Defence is obliged to levy a fee for the work undertaken.
Accordingly, an officer from Air Staff will contact you once they
have completed their examination of any material that is available
and inform you of the costs involved in preparing a comprehensive
response to your enquiries.

If you have any further gueries youw should contact Squadron Leader

Lyneh, the Air Staff Information Contact Officer, Ministry of Defence
Wellington - 726-499 extension 8344,

Yours sincerely

by

D Lauw
for Secretary of Dsfence

M.D. 208 ®
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L]

Dasr Mr Thompson

Thank you far your letter of 5 fugust seeking informetion under the
gfficial Information Act, on UFO aiohtings in the Kelkours reglion
in 1978,

air 5€eff, Defence Headgquarters tellington now hsve your leiter and
are currently researching their files so that they can reply to sll
your questions. I am surs you will sppreciete that the task of
preparing a reply ence the informetion ls at hend may take a littls
while, and that under the terms of the O0fficisl Information Act, the
Ministry of Defence is obliged te levy & Fee for the uork undsriaken.
Accordingly, an officer Prom Air Steff will contact you once they
have complated thelr examination of any material thet le aveilsbls
and inform you of the costs invelved in preparing a comprshensive
response Lo your snquiries.

I you have sny further gqusries you should contact Squadren Lesdsr
Lyneh, thes Air Stsff Informastion Contact OfPicer, RMinistry of Defence
Wellington - T70-495 extension 8344,

Yours sincerely

0 Law
for Secretzry of Defence
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For:
Ao M 5

“A

l, (7 Hrrmrrer Aty ,57;4(47/.
v pyton ot n-of,-,-avv’ﬂ/w, an,  comowent

hae W 4 ( ~-now /c;w-\,—{)

3, /f»uaﬁ//t// a/ﬂv writy Ay ?Ao%
Tl cerlaeny  abathot Ao o frcfrrca
. b ekt pvsdag , pomathie

fﬁ“‘;w smemelment | uolit wis fno
wWhathate N sl o sidieperis

M dny 83 P dtner, ot



s

A

7o

Sﬁ%;/)o%

MINUTE

[>C9§ fi} uﬂu§gwi Kej&ﬁﬁ cﬂ*& )

. L oo o
ok at ;”jg\% 4o Sk o

- ¥ e,
MINISTERIAL ENQUIRY FOR PRIORITY ATTENTION&X.@ng‘ﬁe ixz&o
AL e % ) -
Cy,ﬂggb *ﬁ& 'bi
1. Attached is an enquiry from the MlnlsterJg)Offlce
2. It would be appreciated if a draft reply could be

prepared within your branch/staff and forwarded to Policy 1&:4&

Branch which will be responsible for preparation of the
letter in its final form for the Minister's signature. If
it is judged that the Minister should have background
information to the issue before signing the ‘letter, a draft
covering letter to the Minister from the Secretary ox, Deputy
Secretary should also be prepared. ,‘ . .
{

3. In view of the urgency which must be given to g
Ministerial enquiries, the draft should be forwarded to

Policy Branch, attention AO(Pol)D by /& /7 & /&3 . If

for some reason this is not possible the officer dealing with
the matter is to have an interim reply to the correspondent,
for the Minister's signature, with Policy Branch within the
prescribed seven~day deadline. In addition the staff involved
are to provide a written explanatlon addressed to Dep Sec Def,
through DPD, explaining why it is not possible to prov1de the
draft reply within the given time.

for Sec Def
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. ' ANNEX A TO

OFFICTAL INFORMATION : ACTION/RECORD SHEET oo

File Reference for working papers: Hﬂ} 39-3-3 .

Name of applicant: Mr 0.(. THomPson - P

| Address: 57 Ditcon ST | Bhewner] T
Telephone:‘ o an
- Date request received: [/.& - ¥3 ’ ) ﬂ“

Specific nature of request:

General nature of reguest:

G’W—:'snoﬂ}s o UFQ s

Access to official information @?
Access to personal information
Access to internal rules g2z
Access to reasons for decisions . 523
|

Correction of information © 826

Delay likely? If so date advice sent:

Staff to action request: A€ STAFF /AO@OL)D

Position: DOG3 D[“'B
Forwarded On: }. ¥- €3

Returned On:’

-

Decision made (delete those not applicable) *ﬂ{ Date action completed

a. Release approved/not approved

b. Release approved with alteration/deleti~ns
Release approved subject to conditions

d. Request transferred

e, Personal information amended
f. Notation placed on personal record

Charges raised: YES / NO {calculation form on reverse side}
- -
Charges paid: Date: SRR Hoas:

Applicant advised on:

Information supplied on:

Form of Access:

Grounds for de0151on in 13 a -~ f:

Authorlty-

{name) Appointment:

Date:

b

] .
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14 September 1983

Mr Haerold 8 Knapman
PO Box 22638
High Btrest
CHRISTCHUREH

Daar S8ir,

Thank you for your lstter of 27 August econcerning
the release of information on Unidentified Flying Objecta
under ths O0ffigial Information Act.

Your letter does not spscifyywhet informstion
you seek on UFGs.

Under the Act any request for information must
be for & specific subject, Once that request is received
@t will bs reviawved and the dsciszion rsached on whsther
or not that information can be relsased.

0f course charges are involved. Thess are 10c

reproduction fees for sach copy in excass of 50 and $10
per half hour for research after the first hour.

Yours faithfully,

P

(C.D. COLE}
Squadron Leader
RNZAF Public Relations Officer

FILE. ,/_’/é)'_"mu

| s 7



MUFORIJ MUTUAL UFO NETWORK. INC.

%
P

JENT, [
JEFENCE HDQTRS

Mutual UFQ Nerwork
Sectiongl § 1 Director
Harold 1 Knapman
PO Box 22638 High St
‘C&ris:ckurc}t NZ

¥ Phone 527953

103 Oldtowne Rd
Seguin Texas

78155 USA 27/8/6%

To:~ Sguadron Leader C.D.Cola,
RNZAF Public Relations Officer,
¢/~ Chief of Air Staff,
Defence Headguarters,
Private Bag,Wellington.

Air 39/3/3% PR.

Dgar BSir,
I thank you for your letter 5 August 1983.o0on the request of the

retrieaval of information of UFO's. I may have misguoted in asking for
information of UFO's,I reguest that it should of been through the or
under the Official Information Act,If I handnt at the time Im sorry,
I wigh to at this time request any informajion leading to the release
of UFC daba or Films,photos,ete,Under the O0fficisl Information Act.

I will look forwards to your reply soona

Kindest regards,

Harold J Knapman,

S.1I.S8ectional Director for,

MUFCON - N.,Z,

FiLE. ﬁ
{ ;"' s ‘____,,__,_Enﬂhiﬁ
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Alr 39/3/3 PR

8 August 1983

Mr Harold 3 Knapman
RDirsctor MUFON NZ

PO Box 22638 High 3Street
CHRISTCHURCH

Dear 8Sir,

Thank you for vour letter reguesting infarmatien
gn Unidegntified Flying Objects and %o work with the RNIAF
to investigate information and sxshangs information.

The RNIAF, a2 I explained in my letter te you
of 18 Oclteber 1981, does not underteke investigations inta
the sightings of Unidentified Flying Objects,

Whan a sighting is raperted to the RNIAF it
cansultes with obher Gevernment agenciee such asm ths Civil
Aviation, ths Metaorologissl Ssrvice and the DSIN in an
affort to 2liminats abvious csuses.

Your interest in skalsting the RNIAF in this
mattar is apprecisted but a4 :I have said the RNZIAF {s not
involuad in UFD investigstione,

Yours feithfully,

Z

{(C.b. COLE)
Squadron Leader
RNZAF Public Rslations Officer
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. MUFON J MUTUAL UFO NETWORK, INC.

lj :

103 Oldiowne Rd
Seguin Texus
78155 US4

To:~ Director Opperations,

Air Staff Headquarters,
Wellington,N.Z.

Dgar Sir,

Mutual UFQ Network
Sectional § 1 Director
Harold 1 Knapman
PO Box 22638 High St
Christichurch NZ
Phowne 527953

I am writing this request for any information the Airforce has

regarding UFOs.Any information T recieve will be garantesd confidential

& will remain thuse.The information is to be used for research perposses

only,on ocur computers etc.l have been in contact with Sgaudron Leader

Bumn at Wigram Alrforce Base at CHCH & I have passed on to him copises of

my files on Micro Film,plus a set of our Questionnairs which I no doubt

he has sent to your Headquarters.I would like if its possiable to work in

with .the Alrforce to Ilnvestigate & to exchange information on UFOs,.

I have investigated hundreds of gightings with the help of a very excellent

team of Proffesional people,l will bhe bringing my files up to date on the

micro Tilms very shortly & will send fto Sguradron Leader Bunn the up to date

set of Films.I could guote 1if you like the case of Mrs Moreland 13 July,q959.

I do know her address at this moment,plus her new married name,but I

respact her request for confidentiality of her name ete. Our resgearch team

is the only present one in N.Z.that is investigating UFQO sightings in a

scientific manner & we hope your Dept may help us in the future.We also

have all available data on the Kaikoura sighting 1978 - 79. films,ATC tapes

ete,except the Alrforce report.Thank you for your Attention,hope to hear

—.from you soon,
AEFERRED TO

ofs

A

———

s = 23

Kindest Regards,
Harold J Knapman,
BDirector MUPCON N.Z.

Flewro€el j Eraporio-n—
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21 Payreh 1983

LOVER HUTY

Deanr S4ir,

Thank you for yaur istter sseking an explanation to
the light vou sau. Plmase accept my apelogiles in replying.

Unfortunately the infarmetion you gave in your lattar
was not sufficlisnt to posltively ideantify tha light, The
dete of the sighting would have been usaful,

From my lagquiries the light could hsve been amittied
by any one af & nusber of szsurces - e womanbary reflection
of a car hasd lamp, & hright meteorite, or sven & péartion of
space 'junk', It wa» not an alroraft,

I am sorry that I gannot offer & positive axplanstion,
Youre faithfully,

A

{c.D. COLE)
Squadron Leader

wd &

RNZAF Public Relations Dffiper
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22 February 1983

Mr B, Chalker

PO Box 6 _
Lana Cove NSW 2066
AUSTRALIA

Dear S8ir,

Thank you for your letter of 23 Jenuary to uWing
Commandar G,7. Clarke requaesting information to finelize your
studies into official investigations of UFD sightings.

The RNIAF dues not underiake investigstions into the
sightinge of UFOw. It does, howsver, on receipt of e report
of a aighting sonsult with other Governwent egenciea. such as
the Civil Aviation Division of thg Ministry of Teansport, the
Meteorslogical Ssrvice mnd the DEIR in sn effort to eliminate
shyious causen,

Consequently tha RNIAF dose not maintein records of
sll pightinga and tharsfors cannot respond with sny soceuzacy
to the gquestions you seek ansuars o,

Thers ars a number of UFD erganixations in New Zealand
vho may be sble to assiat you with your research.

Yours faithfully,

S
(c.0. COLE)

Squadron leader
RNZAF Public Relstions OfPicer

RO
©GH S
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I B. Chalker,
o (ﬁa |B:0. Box 6,
1 y W‘//{ J1ANE cOVE, Nsw, 2066
AUSTRALIA

W / January 23rd, 1983

Wing Commander G.P., Clarke,
Director of Public Relations,
Ministry of Defence,

Defence Headquarters,

Private Bag, Wellington,

NEW ZEALAWD

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION — UFOs

Dear Sir,
I have been advised that I should direct my engquirieg to you.

Since January, 1982, as a civilian researcher, I have been permitted
the first civilian direct review of the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) files
on UF0s at the Russell Offices of the Australian Department of Defence in
Canberra., 1 have examined their extant files which cover the period frem 1850
to 1982, This file review can be confirmed with the Directorate of Air Force
Intelligence (PAFI) Liaison Officer, Sqd. Ldr. Ian Frame, with whom I have
dealt directly,

The purpose of this letter is two fold:

(1) To finalise my study of official investigatiouns of UFOs, I wish
to understand the involvement of other countries in the same matter:

() T would like to be advised of the extent and nature of the
New Zealand Ministry of Defence UFQ file holdings and that of any other agencies
that may also conduct investigations in New Zealand,

(b) Do you have a yearly {or otherwise) summary or breakdown of
reports recieved along with an indication of the possible explanations and
whether a sighting is "unexplained"? If so, could I be sent coples of these
documents?

{c)} Should you have "unexplained" or "unknown" cases could you
advise me what would constitute such a report?

{d) Do you approach UFQ reports and their investigation from the
point of view to evaluate whether a security threat is apparent, for public
relation purposes, or perhaps to determine whether any body of "unexplained"
reports constitute patterned data suggestive of unidentified and/or superior
technology?

(e) Would it be possible to recieve copies of examples of the
range of reports you recieve that you class as "unexplained" or some other
gimiliar categorisation? I would only be interested in a few reports to
compare with the type of reports evaluated as "unknown'" by the RAAF, I
appreciate that such reports would need to have the names and addresses of
witnesses deleted.

{2) In particular I would like to obtain any documentation you may

have on the fellowing 2 events:

(i) Blewheim, July 13, 1959 - witness: Mrs., Moreland

(ii) Ngatea, September, 1969 -~ ground marks found on the property

of a Mr, B.G. O'Neil,

Could you also advise me whether any ather agency (eg. DSIR) conducted investi-~
gations into either of the above events? If so, would you be so kind as to
pass on my enquiry re above.

ovey”
SEL



I do hope that you will give my requests serious consideration and
I therefore take this opportunity to thank you for your most valuable

time,
Yours faithfully, % M____,_

Bill Chalker
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% Fabruary 1983

Mr Psrk Cunningham
68 Ridgewsy

Stoke.

NELSON

Deax 8ir,

Thenk you far youy letter of 20 Januayy in uhbich
you sought informatien on the sightings of Unidentified
Flying Objacta,

The RH2AF doesa not undertske investigations inte
the sightings of UFD*s, It does, housver, on receipt of
s raport of s sighting consult with other Rovernment
agencies such ae Civil Aviation, tha Metenrological Sarvice
and the DSIR in an effort to eliminate abvious causee,

sanacquentlz, the RNZIAF does ndot maintain racords
of gightings and 1% le suggested that ysu contackt local
UFD srgsnisstions such sz the Mutual UFD Bstuork,

P,0. Box 22838, Christohureh for this information,

Yours Faithfully,

/‘

P
{c.D. COLE)
Squsdron Lasder

RNIAF Public Relations Officer
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18 January 1983 20 JANWBS
e, RES.
The Minister of Defence DEFENCE Blaue
The Beehive

Wellington

Lear 3ir

I am to write a book on the phenomenon

of UFOs. Could you possibly seand me

information on the areas where they

have been sighted,and descriptions of

these encounters (what people have seen
and what happened to them).

This book will not be an outright .re-
printing of your information to produ-
ce a "New Zealands UKFO encounters dic-
tionary",as I wish to look at the psy-
chological aspects of UFC sightings.

Would you be willing to give a guotat-
ion on the validity of U¥Os,that coculd
be used in my book?

Yours falthfully

%MW
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BEFORE DISPATCH to
Date
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pISPATOH ‘ 30 .

Mr B E Wright
PO Box 1276
CHRIBTCHURCH 1

Dear ¥Mr Wright

Please refer to your letter of 19 August 1%82 asking if I comld
direct the Blenheim Police to provide detaile of perszons whoe
veported sightings of UFDs in the Marlborough vegion early in
Auvgust.

It is not possible for me to relesase the names and addresses of
persons vaporting any matters o the police, as it is not within
ny province as Minigter of Defence. Also, I nota in the noewspapar
clippings you enclose that the paople concernsd wished to have
theix identity kept private.

I am not aware of any intergovernmental azot or agreemant in respect
of UFPOzs te which RNew Zealand is a purty. In an earlier laxiter

to you on 24 February 1982, I reparkad that the RNZAF doss not
uaually investigate UPD gightings although any material on thege
nmatters is passed to them for information,

Yours sincerely

PGS

PDavid Thomgon
Minister of Defancs



MINUTE

MINISTERIAT, ENQUIRY FOR PRIORITY ATTENTION

1. Attached is an enquiry f£rom the Minigter's Office.

2. It would be appreciated 1f a draft reply could be
prepared within your branch/staff and forwarded to Policy
Branch which will be responsible for preparation of the
letter in its final form for the Minister's signature. IE
it is judged that the Minister should have background
information to the issue before signing the letter, a draft
covering letter to the Minister from the Secretary or Deputy
Secretary should also be prepared.

3. In view of the urgency which must be given to
Ministerial enguiries, the draft should be foprwarded to
Policy Branch, attention A0 (Pol}D by 3 / /§2. . If

for some reason this is not possible the officer dealing with
the matter is to have an interim reply to the correspondent,
for the Minister's signature, with Policy Branch within the
prescribed seven-day deadline. 1In addition the staff involved
are to provide a written explanation, addressed to Dep Sec Def,
through DPD, explaining why it is not possible to provide the

‘draft reply within the given time.
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Tue N MsTER oF DereNcE,

For approval and signature please.

"~ ) o
Date: @7/{? of Delence.
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31 pUG 1982

Mr H E Wright
PO Box 1276
CHRIBTCHURCH 1

Dear Mr Wright

Please refer to youxr letter of 19 August 1982 asking if I could
direct the Blenheim Police to provide details of persons who
reported sightings of UFOs in the Marlborough region early in
aAugust.

It is not possible for me to release the names and addresses of
persone reporting any matters to the police, as it is not within
my province as Minister of Defence. MAlso, I note in the newspaper
clippings you enclose that the pacple concerned wished to have
their identity kept private. ’

I am not aware of any intergovernmental act or agreement in respect
of UFOs to which New Zealand is a party. In an earlier letter

to you vn 24 February 1982, I remarked that the RNZAF does not
usually investigate UPFO sightings although any material on these
matters is passed 6 them for information.

Yours sincerely

,6)4 Y &%W

~ A
R

F":' e o

Davim CJ% /7

Minister of Defence
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»,0, Box 1276,
Christechurch 1,
19/8/82,

Mr P, Thomson, M,P,

Minieter of Defehce,

Office Of the Minister of Defence ,
Wellington,

Desar Sir:

Would You or the Prime Minister contact the Blenhiem Police
fore the Names and Addresses of those People who witnessed Mystery Objects
between Kaikoura and Blenhiemy

UNDER THE PROVINENCE OF THE SPECIAL U,F,0, ACT SYGNED BY ALL GOVERNMENTS
ABOUT §0 YEARS AGO, I heleive that this ACT CONTAIN PROVICENCE FOR u,%,0,
PEOPLE WHO INVESTAGATE THIS FIELD OF WORK.

As there 1s evry Evidence of U,F,0, Activity in the Hapuka Area Earlier
this Month 1t is IMPORTANT THAT THE NAMES & ADDRESSES OF THOSE PEOPLE ARE
SENT TO ME, So that I can see Them and get a U,F,0, Statement from Them,

With the Evidence at hand from the Newspaper, Press, which is VERY
STRONG EVIDENCE, THAT THERE IS EVIDENCE THAT OF A CHIMMERING SILVER FI@IRE,
THESE FIGURES HAVE APPEARED IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE WORLD FROM v, B,0's,

¥ I will Strongly State that ALL U,F,0'S ARE NOT DETECTED BY RADAR,
The URGENTY OF the KNames ,Addresses are required from the Blenhiem
Police,

Coples of the News Report amd a Letter to the Blenhiem Police is Enclosed

Please Advice 1f this 18 been done,

Yours Sincerally:

HG-t G A

Mr H,E,Wright,

lestewn
. DRAFT REPLY

-

CEHRECT REPLY




P,0, BOX 1276,
CHRISTCHURCH, 1,
11/8/82.

Officer-In~ Charge,
Police Depariment,
Blenhein,

P,0, Box, 342

RE « CONFIDENTUAL MYSTERY OBJECTS,

Dear Sir,

Would you please send a Report of the Nameé of the Persons
who have Reported the Mystery Objects, ( U,¥0's, Un-Identified Flying
Objects.} As I Investagate these Objects it is Important to Interview
these People., There is a lot more to the U,¥,0, Problem than a lot of
People Relenzes I have come to releasze Myself, ( and is Known All Over
the World ) that these U,¥,0's, have affected, and Killed Peoples

( A1l My U,F,0, Reports when Completed are Directed Only to the Minister
For Defence, )

Please find enclosed a Pamplet of Hard Core U,F,0'S, This will be Your
Copy to show People who have seen these ObJects and to Ident¥fy Them.

The Important thing is for those People to Identify the Objects as there
iz s0 many of Them on the Pamplet,

Could you please Direct any Persons that have been confronted or
seen these Objects to Contact Me by Phoning 382-773 on Their return to
Christchurch or near Christchurch,

Hoping to hear from you very soone

Yours Sincerally,

Mr H,E, ¥right,
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Mystery objects
sighted at night

Bleobeim reporter

Marlborough * has  once
again become the Favourite
"slamrlng ground” for un
dentifled and mysterions ob-
Jncls visible only at might,"

Oz this oceasion, however,

oot [o human shape has been

seen on State highway [, the
other object seen airborae i in
the gencral area of the Ver.
pon Lagoons near Blenbeim.

The {irst sighting on State
bighway 1 was made be-

tween 12.30 am, and 1 am.’,|

on August 3,.by the driver .

back 1t hed vonished
Senjor-Sergeant J. 0. [ce-
land said that the three per-
1ons who reported the incl
dent were responsible adults.
*One of them, 2 woman, was
will visibly disturbed by the
incident when It° was re-
ported 10 ithe police ol 5.3
am.
‘1 The second incident oc-
curred at 1215 am. on
August 4 whin 2 mah travel-
ilng from Blenhelm to hig
bome la Amberley sighted an
arcesheped pattern of lights
ih the direction of the Ver-

and two peesengers 1o '3 ‘cay , gon - Lagoons while passing

travelllag from Chrls!chunch
{0’ Blenhelm. They 'saw’.an’
object about two metres high -
and with & general omtling of
a - window " dresser'st model, -
standing Just {0 the right of |
the centre line of the road,
about half a kilometre aguth '~
of thé Hrpuku bridge, -

In describing the obfect’,
laler that moraing “to’ thé
Blephelm police they aypid -
that it had no distingulshalge ¢

the Riverlands Moentana sin-
&Y., -

fe saw four [laskblog red
“Hgbts In an are, with two
maore red lights sbove it.
't No shape was visible to
"the - ‘observer, bt as the
*lights moved across the sky

" at 8 helght of about 2

melres, the top lights
‘changed fram red to while.

" The motorlst told the Blen-
helth police that he at first

features, and glowed witha. thouht the lights were from

fMuorescent Hight. They said

a few feel. When they, Jooked

- cpn " alrcraft, but
that they drove right ur 1o . more
 the object and passed with

beeame
interested o them

in /. when he reallsed there was

00 engine noise.

At the same lime there
was considerable radio En-
terference whick sounded as
Lf several statlons were com-
lng in &t the zame time.

The Blenkelm police got in
touch with the Woodbonrne
conirol tower which reported
that an Argosy had taken off
about the time of the sight-
ing. but had flown portk and
could net have given rise to
the repori.

A radar check was made
over the lagoons area, bul no
object wax detected .

The Bleoheim police bave
not released the names of
those who reported the slght-

ES.

Another rumoured sigbting
carly on the morning of
August 3, also in the Hapuku
bridge area, sod also by
norikhound molorists, was of
an ubjecl “like a hig crash
belmet,” more than Iwo
metres  bigh, Loveriog just
above the road,

It was gaid that the peeu-
pauts of the car bad reported
the “sighting” to Woodbourne
alr base, but a spokesmaan
for the base said that wo
such  report  had
recelved.

been

¢
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Motorls
aafter seemg

of

‘Shaken

ad e

LU (et """'Z!"

" figure’

A 'Blenhelm fepc:rler ;w» agaln. : I -would't, stop wear.
. A"Chr:slchurch.mmorlst‘ that place ai pight,“ or in

sighted ., shimmering , - daylight for that matter. It’s
snlver...ﬂ_gung " Smte bigh- <. 6o’ for me. ‘1 wauldnt 1ake

i
';_. '

-} return

- way -;v‘!r*near lhe,.}in uky -

bridge ug“ﬁugun 3 would not
ythal spot on' the:
roadwayy, day: or nlghl., for
“len thuusnnd quid.

~The man, who dld not wish
his nume

Hmbs., The lower part of the
shape was elther black, or .
the Fgure itself was hover-
ing sbove the road siirface.
He eald he was sure the
{ncident was not the resolt of
cank.-‘There was a stron
o blowing 4t the time an
nubody canf
ﬂnoreséenl ‘phject 'so hlgh
“I4was terrmeti P vjust
don't want tosee what | saw

io O ERT T T e

, 1ald yes- &
terday thatithe ﬂgur& bad pak  me.
distinguishable {eatures or '

d bave held a.

‘the. chapee,” II:e
said. :
t Ykt wasn'{ a flylog saacer. -
Bi% \\as a figure 1 saw.'T just .
" felt fear. I*locked the car
doors amd just ok off, i
Nulhlng could * b.ave cnught

The moloml sal.d the first
thing he did én arplving st
.Blepheim was to ielephone
the Woodbourne RNZAF.
base. He had no colns for the
call box and was pot stralght

through to the security gate,

.by the gxchange operator.
. He saﬁd be was told by fhe
person on daty thet be shoukd
*report the ingident jo the
Blenheim police, which he

"y e ————————
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K lum 'ATOR'S INITIALS ﬂ@@_

2 1 .LYLRE SIENATURE 1o 33/3/3
3 } FLR SHBNATURE by | 2 hr

FERE BISPATUH o

I
{ Daute Initials
3 3FATOM
o £7.3-§2 oy
PAFTES DISATEN to | L
T [0 t 1
. &
SR _
22 March 1982 ’ . . pate, _ 1 Initials
H FiLE

Mr J € Thompson
87 Dillon Street
BLENHEIM .

Dear Mr Thompson

Thank you for your furthgngxntta:,oi,l,Mgreh concerning the
1978-79 UFO sightings whigh ocgurred in the Blenkeim region.

I have read with interest your further obgervations concerring
the alleged UFO sightings in 1978 and have passed your letter

to the appropriate authoerities within the Ministry of Defence
for their information. As I stated however, in my letter to you
of 2§ Septamber I do not believe any useful purpose would be
served by engaging . in furthar quc‘ulation ¢n the nature of the
Xaikoura phanomens; e e

Yours sincerely
DBG Mclean ",
Secretary of Defence



MINUTE SHEET
Subject: gﬂox 2




JRAT T

Air 39/3/3

Mr J C Thompson
5%7 Dillon Street
BLENHEIM

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of 1 March concerning
the UFO sightings at Waikawa Bay.

Your comments are noted),

Yours faithfully,

(D B G Mclean)
Secretary of Defence:
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File Mo: air 39/3/3
Typet! : 24 Feb 82

o 5 FEB 1982

Mr B € Wright
gﬂ Box 1276

HRISTCHURCH 1 eI
L IEPATCHED %]

Dear Hr Uright

Thank you for your lettsr of %4 Februsry containing resports on the
investigationa thet you have carrvied out inta the aighiings of
Unidentified Flying Objects at Christchurch Intsctnational Airport
in January end at Temuks last August.

ﬁltha:gﬁ the Ministry of Defance and in particulsr, the RNZAF, does
not underteke Iinveatigations into UFQ aightings, I have passed yopur
rgports to tha Ssoretary of Uefence ac thet the ANZIAF may bhe inforesd
of your work. -

Yours sincerely

(Sed)p e TI™"S0N

David Thomson
Rinleter of Defonce

‘ - . e 4
oo (aur ) & | /6—;
‘ R



- :
LEIETN 147 )
%&vﬁw Im j__ﬁ«wﬁw ﬁ» W 61/L/5ped 009~g9zLEE 175 woy]
: 5
.......................... S -
£
N et nreerstans SRS ettt pe e aa s ba s b =
. =
E 1)
s s sse SITGy W
............ e e Ne AR La Rt edrrr ettt it AT b aa s e nths o =
& &
# A &u,.ﬁ f:jﬁ.wﬁ.ﬂm AN, P — S ———
.................... :.....a.......,.-..o-...o-mv'..:--..-.-.o-o-s.:-'.-:...: .M OH @UHHM.%WQMH )
.-@ tavers ﬁﬂmﬁﬂﬂa°§04 QH.&Q .................................... areerrean armsrsasase Phbrnasaasaen theasesns averrnsaas ane

s.N ﬂd\ e Jo Are e . ........................... & m"mm ........ 'm,umm..O.-mm joolgng
Nm <91l

12/2861 "N .._<_Em W_ Z _ _>_

................ s S ST ..»m.m.m_w. OB u.HmeMB i g ) L

)

#

(osn 801150 5 101STUTHY)

o




ENLARGEMENT ENCLOSED.

U,F,0,
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P,0, Box 1276,

Christchurch, e
14/2/82.
The RT Hom,David Thomson, 4
Minister of Defence, MINISTER OF DEFENCE
Parliament Buildings,,
Wellington,
Wew Zealand. . 1 6FEB 1982
EOE o ;
L........_....._.ﬁ,, .(.g:{u.' w ‘

Dear Sir; 3
Your letter received dated 4 February, 1982, There are several

Photo Coplies Enclose as below;

Temuka Faxily sees a UFQ:
8potlight Theory on UFO Sighting. and UF0O at Airport. ( Same Pages.)

Newspaper Report with; NO Light shed on U,F,0,Light in Sky with a Sketch
Tuwpression of the U,F,0, above the Freighter Aircraft. The Object above -
the Aircraft had been Enlarged and the Enlarged Photo of this is Enclosed,
with a Typed sticker attached to the back of ths Photo.

Photo Copy of the Area amd Position s which a markedfrom the South- East
towards the Airport and North- West of Airport then turning and Returning.
&5 the UFO came from the South-~ East and Returning Via South- East between
East, T would suggest that there could have been a Mother- Ship in the
Direction of South-East and Easterly Direction. Every Indecation if this
Cannot be Ruled Out,

Questionairs were made out by Myself for the Two Boys to Answer.

Yours Faithfully;

H,E, Wright.

APBRQVED [

< | concy
Ll . ) g R

de, - DRAFT RepLy M
REREREED el

A n




FURHTER REPORT ON U,F,0, INCIDENT,

It has now become neccessary to Inclide apReport of the Temuka U,F,0,
Incident on the discovery of the Type of UFO as seen at the Christchuech
International Airport on the Morning of Tuesday, January, 26th, - 1882,

The Temuki UFO seen July, 12th - 1981, by the Thew Family while Driving
Home from Pleasent Po:i.nt,| was Described as a Football Shaped UF0, as well
as the Christchurch Airport UFQ, seen by Four Cargo Loaders on the Morning
of January 26th, - 1082,

At the time of the Temuki UFO the
Street, Temuki, but have since shifted toj; .
A further visit to Temuki on Wednesday, Febuary, 3rd,- 1982, confurmed
a Football Shaped U,F,0, by

There is No Doudt that Both UFO Sightings were of a Football Shaped
U,F,0, of the same Type of U,F,0, This could possibly be the case in the
Kaikoura U,F,0, Sightings, But further Invesitagions in this Type of UFO
would be Warrented as, there are sc many Types of U,F,0's that have been
Recorded throughout the World., Photos of U,F,0's in the future could
Indecate the Type of UFO seen so to astablish any One Type.

At the time of the UFO Sighting Two Teenage Boys were Campimg behind
the Christchurch International Airport near the Waimakariri River.
A Questionékr was drafted out for these Boys, and complete with Their
Camping Location.

The Two Boys Only had the Experience of the Light from the Unseen Object
which was Behind Trees. It is Possible that the Object could have been
in the Vicenty between ¥ AM, and EZ AM, on that Morning,
looked at His watch at ( 4 - 40 AM ) Jjust about 2 or % Hours 49 Minutes

Barlier. ( It is well Known that UFO's do spend time in Hovering in Areas,)
for some time,

DATED; STGNED:

1L/2/82, W

H,E, Wright.



oturagy, August 1, 1981 3
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Temuka family

was tracked by an wnidenti-
“A1  fied -flying ohject as he
%% trove home with his family

from Pleasant Point on
July 12.
Mr Ken Thew, a

% mechanic, said they told
friends but did nof report it
earlier in case of being
labelled an “idiot.”

All the family musi have
sighted the glowing football
shaped object at the same
time but the first . to
exclaim was their 6-year-
old daughter. he said.

*I{ had been raimng
earlier and | thoughl it was
reflected light but it -was
clear .at that stage. We
-wound down the window
and it was quite obvious it
was’t a light but a solid
object,” Mr Thew said.

"L came up to within
‘120m of -us. My “wife pan-
»icked and put ‘her ioot down
v,and w2 tedk’ nff" b i

e

*1 wanted her to st0p “but
she wouldr't” he’said. -

=

S@@S a

A ’Temuka man says he

ton.

-Huts, ~2rra e

UFO

was about 10m long and Sm
high with an iridescent
green lop half and a red
dish-gold tinged lower sec-

A row of what locked like
square windows emitted a
strong light and something
like a figure eight could be
seen at one window.

“It tracked us for 12km
and had the ability to move
very slowly and very low.

“As soon as we gol home
I wrote a fairly detaned
report

“I asked the chxldren to
draw what they saw and we
all came up with the same
thing." -

Soon after, Mr Thew

- decided to go back down the
®oad and spotted the object

ovér the sea. .
When he returned home

-ihe object passed over the

house zt¥about 3060m and
went east gver the Milford

-m- N T I

~ Last about

Tuesday

__7 -30pm his wife'and friends
ohserved - iwo .
’He eshmated ihé object .

similat
cs‘bjects over Temuka Ty
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over ML Ercéfus. lurnes ano
returned safely,” says Mr
Chipjandale

ees to bring the
witli the rest of |

Mcat grading T

THE STAR, Thursdoy, lonvary 28, 1682

At

3

i« a scparate TIZSKIrum
meal inspection which is 8

TN
The executive dxreclor of

WOrKS 1hey wore—mr
for trespassing

ns on CER will be]
rials” latks id Fehruary,
Fwed by" a meeting of
Prime Ministers.
scheduled for April

Spothght theory on UFO sighting

Spotlight bumters could
be responsibie for Yuoes-
day’s repurted UFO sight-
inp #1 Christcburch Airport,

Gunshols  were  heard
near the Wamakarsri River
10 Lhe north of the airport 1n
the early hours ol Tuesday
and  spotlights can be
. rellected by cloud

The vice-president of the
Canlerbury  Astronomical
Society [Mr C. H. Rowe)
sajd the object described by
Air New Zealand emplovees
could well have been a

&

reflecied spollight.

The effect. known as
back-scatter, could produce
an orange halo when seen
through  hazy cloud. Mr
Rowe said today,

Mr Rowe admits that
cases of reporied UFO
sightings he tries for Lhe
mundane explanalions first.

Bul two meore witnesses
te the incidenl have
strengthened Mr TRowe's

v, .
Mark Ley and Rodney

Jones. both 14. were camp-

ing ont pear. fhe Wima-
kariri riverbed al the
tithe.

Mark said today how the
air were woken by a bright
Ight — orange coloured —

which shone from above on
Lo their lent and surround-
ing trees.

‘they were terrihied by
the incident. he said. |

Rodney bad noted the
timie at 1.}0am when he
woke — more than three
hours earlier than the
reported sighting by airline

T

A -;r.?;‘a

, ground staff, :
“We opened the tenl and
po’ked our beﬁds out,” Mark

Tht pair at first thought
there ‘was a fire, though
they could not hear crack-
ting but a “faint hum"”

The source of the light
was 10 the sooth of the tent
and could not be seen vver
the.treetops

According to Mark the
area-was lit vp for three or
Sfour minutes,

“We 1.hought at first it
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“Thal threat is oy llke]_v
15 be-a last resort.

UFO at.

An umdenhhed 'flvmg
object was seen at Christ-
chureh  Airporl  early
today by Air New Zea-
land staff.

The object, which
approached at high speed
irom the scuth-east apd
hovered overhead for
between 5 and 10min,
was described by a wil-
ness .as &.hright white
hght with an orange per-
imeter, according 16 an
air force spokesman.

The sighting was in dark-
ness at 4.50am.

No aireraf! was known to
be operaling in the area,
the spokesman said.
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- terrified really — my

might have been @' car or a
spotlight, which
possibility, but
never stayed in ohe spol.
“We jusi sat there for a
while, then there were a
few gunshots frém behind
os (to the north).”
' “We were lying there

friend said it could be a
UF0,” Mark said
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24 Fabruary 1982

Pate Initi
6 | Fie l a nitials

Mr 3 £ Thompson
57 Dillon Strset
BLENHEIM _—

Deaar My Thompsen

Thank you for your recent enquiry of 22 Fsbruary asking why
you had not received a reply to your letter concerning the 197879
UFD sightings which occurred nsar Blenheim.

1 must say I was somawhat surprised te receive your latest
letter. & search af nur recards shows that the Minister of Defence
himeelf wrote to you in August and again in September, of lsst year.
fur records also show that a third letter from yourself to the
Minister was yoplied to by me en 2B September 1981. This letter
clearly stated ths Ministry®s position regarding thse allaged UFQ
sightings by Mr McDonald in 1978, In case my reply to yeru has
somehow gone astray in the mail, I enclese a copy for your information.

Yours sincerely

fit

08 G Moclean
Secretary of Defencs

Enc:

T RTIL SINp—
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Y | - | : Air 39/3/3

28 September 19871

Mr 1 € Thompson
57 Dillon Straet
BLENHEIM

Dear Fr Thompson

Thank you for your recent letter which has been referred to ms
by the finister of Defence for reply.

I have had Air Staff reconsider the matter. in the light of the
facts presented by Mr McDonald in his letter to the Marlborough
Express of 20 December 1978. Air Staff believe, however, that
there is nothing in fir FcBonald's letter to suggest that the object
sighted from Yaikawa Bay was other than a DCB aircraft making its
descent towards WYellinoton Airport from the uwvest, The outline of
svents, which spanned no more than 10 minutes, is entirely
consistent with sighting a large aircrafi zppeposching from a
distance. It is sstimated that on a elear night the landing
lights of a DC8 aircraft descending over Nelson wvould be visible
for at isast six minutes before the aircraft passed away to the
north of taikawa Bay on its usual inbound track to Wellington when
making a southerly approach to the runuay. Knowing that there was
a DCB aircraft inbound to Wellington at that particular time and
taking into account the most likely flight path for its descent,
Air Staff are sure that it was, in {fact, this aircraft that Fr
flcDonald saw.

I trust my comments have enabled you to gain a fuller appreciation
of this Ministry's position on the matter? Accordingly, 1 do not
‘believe any useful purpose would be served By engaging in FTurther
speculation about an event for which a perfectly rational
explanation alresady exists. i

Yours sincerasly

D.B G MclLean
Secretary of Defence
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P,0, BOX, 1276,
CHRISTCHURCH 1.
28/1/82,

Minister For Defence.
Beehive,

Wellington.

Dgar Sir;

There is no question that a U,F,0, sighting was made by 4
4ir New Zealand Cargo Loaders on the Morning of Tuesday, 26th, of January,
1982 over the Christchurch International Airport at about L-4L9 AM.

As T have seen Mr Coward, He and another Colleage have have selected
fron a HardC--CoWely,F,0's Pamplet, a selection of Two U,F,0's were made.
These Two are Numbers 9 and 17, ALl these U,F,0's have been Numbered %o
Correspond with each UFO.

It is hoped that from the Artist's Impressiom of the U,F,0, that T will
be able to Tdentify the Type of U,¥,0, that Flew over on that Tuesday
Morning,

According to the Information the U,F,0, Flew Back about the same way
as it Flew in, In My appion this UFQO could have been returning back to
Tts Mother Ship which was South - Rast over Cashmere Hills, the same
way the UFO came in,

However it will be sometime before T complete a full Tnvestigation,
as T will be seeking further Information Overseas,

Please find enclosed the present Information as at present,

Yours Sincerally.

{(Mr) H,E, Wright,




TR R

NO LIGHT SUED ON U,F,0, LIGHT XN XY,

" P

Bightings of a Bright , Pulsating Orange end White Light in the Sky
have prompted U,F,0,; Fever at Christchurch Airport, Four fip New %ealand
Carge Loaders - M) Experienced with Hight sightings of Adroraft » are
sti11 Seratching Their Heads over Yesterdaya U,F,0, Yncidmt at the ALy -
port.

They oa¥ a Yast Hoving Orange Light Approsch the sileport from the South -
sant then Conbtinne to movs sround directly Uverheard for shout 14 Mimuten,

Ho Adrcraft was Known to have been Operating at that time and the ObjJect
or Light nade Ho Sound, There wzs a Uloud cover snd a Slight Breeze at
the time, but the Four Men were Convinced They were NHot secing a Reflatcted
Light Source. :

LINDSAY . SQUIRE, GERALD COWARD, BOB MULHOLLAND, & STUART Mc CONHELL.

had Started Work at & A¥, and were Loading a Bristol Fradghier bound
for Dunedin when the Inetident Oconrred, My Mulhollemd had Jjuast looked at
His Watch at 4-49 AM, na He drove o Forklift out of the Cargo Shed
towverds the adircraft waliing én the Yawmac, Seoing the Bright Light
Appromching at Speed from the Seuth « Iant He Signslled to His Collsagues
to Stop, end Lighite sand Engines were Switched 0ff, ¥ Then it wae Ovorhead®
Mr Squirs toldy “The Stard, # But it sasn*t Ststlonary, I was Hovering
and Moving Around,® § The Light was Circonler wilh a White Qentrey a
Pulsuating Orange Ring Fncloming it. * It wenl back to the South-East,
then pBack sbove Us Agadng® At thal ptage ¥ Squire went back into the
Cargo Terminel Intending to Bing the Control Yower, He was Unable to resch
the Tower and Returned to the Tarnse,

vhile Mr Squire was Inslde, Mr Coward and His Two Companlons wetched the
Ohiect Dizappear to the Zast Over the Cashnere Hille, My Coward Recalled
the White Light Growing in Intensity as the 0bject Hoversd Above,

Aftey 14 Yenrs Voricing with Afircraft Hr Coward snld He had zeen A11 Sorts
of Lights in the Night Sky, Including ¥alling Stars, but » This was Differ
ent slthogathere ¥ It's a MNystery Te Mo%y Sadd Mr Squire; ¥ X Didnvt
feel Seareds. ALY L could think wamy ¥ OB My God, What Zo Xt 2, T was '
Just Ingromsed”y Hr Squird Adnitted to havimg read z fow Hooks on U,F,0%m,
bat epld He im Not ¥ Into I, Bevanse of the way It Mowed, and Enowing
Arcraft, I'm Convinced It was & U, P0,.% ‘

-Tasduty Adr Teafiic Contoler saw Nothing from the Control ‘fower and

i;izﬁfggﬁ“ kﬁvg ﬁglytﬁﬁcai?gm one Rﬁﬁgﬁ of the Incident « Yrom the sirline
alf, e Just Hope Zomebody elsd in Christchurch might :

anE e Badire sebds ight have peen Sonew

The Heteorocloglcal Service has been unable to offer any Explenation for
the Inciden$s A Weather Balloon was Released at the Airport at 45 AM,
But that was after the Object wase First Seen end it would Not haW%e been
Approaching at Speed from the Southe Fast,

The slrforee, which Recelved a Report of the Incident b
Bt Tt . i s Wan Unable to

Christehurch Star, Wednesdny, Jamuery, 27th - 1982,
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o) | . U,F,0, AT AIRPORT,

g
A

A A it

AN Un~Identified Flying Object was seen at Christelmrch International
Mrport Eaxly Today by Alr Wew Zealand Staff, The OBIECY, which Approached
at RIGH SPEED from the South«East snd Hovered Overhea#l fos between 5 and
10 Minutes, was Descrided by a Wiitness as a Bright White Light with an
Orange Perimeter, sccording to en sirforcé Spokesman,

The Sighting was in Parkness at {50 AM.

¥o ATRCRATT was xnmmte be t)psmms in tl'ae Area, the Spokesman saldy
CHCH Star, Tussday, Jenuary, 26tk - 19823
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‘Hard-core UKFOs -

BN

THE PRESS, SATVRDAY, JARVARY, 20tk - 1978,

%

28"
T G D

‘Adamski-type’ Large saucer- Mothership Cyhnaer shape
10m. diamete- Type S0m. diameler 300-2000m. lengtn varous lengths

) Photographed over
Seen over Africa Calitorrua 1947
70m. length

Photographed ‘Trinidad-saucer’ Object with fiery ta:l 1948 Rock'L_[ shape
1950 and 1954 Brazil 1958 0? p , recorded in taly

Type seen in 1947 New-type’ © Oval shape Seen in USA and Italy
diatneter 7m. photographed in Braail . ' length 25m, 1952

o

Globe-shaped
Dome-shaped Phetographed Califarnia Cigar with jet exhaust 1952  20cm.~20m, chameter
‘common’ type and Oregon

Average dome-shaped  Photographed New Mexico Cigar-shaped mothership Cone or ‘top’-shaped
. 1863 object

Saqcaﬁtype'wss Photographed California ‘Winged cigar-shape 1952 Angular shape USA 1951
" 1965 24 4

The objects are not drawn
to scale N

—

) . . Drawn by: Knut Aasheirn
Photographed in Korea Disc-shaped 1950 Winged cytinder-shaped Merch 1967

126

27

2§

51

The variety of U.F.0. shapes has been described as a “testament to human imagination.”
This drawing of “hard-cares U.F.0.5"—some of the shapes recorded in the last 30 years
—comes from “The World Atlas of Mysteries,” by Franeis Hitching (Collins, 241 pp..
maps, illustrations, bibliography, and index. $18.83). The book’s section on flving
saucers is not especially encouraging for those determined to believe in them. “The
trouble with U.F.0.8 is that there are too many of them,” remarks the author. How-
ever, the book as a whele is 2 splendid collection of scientific puzzles and unexplained
phenomena from theories of continental drift, to the impression on the Turin shroud,
to a careful map of the losses of ships and aircrafi in the notorious Bermuda Triangle.
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M . MINUTE
-~ / :
To: E%j§§45\§> .

MINISTERIAL ENQUIRY FOR PRIORITY ATTENTION

1. Attached is an engquiry from the Minister's Office.

2. It would be appreciated lF a draft reply, could

be prepared within vyour branch/staff and forwarded to

Policy Branch which will be responsible for preparation )
of the letter in its final form for the Minister's signature. If
it is judged that the Minister should have background
information to the issue before signing the letter, a draft
covering letter to the Minister from the Secretary or

Deptty Secretary should also be prepared.

3. In view of the urgency which must be given to
Ministerial enguiries, the draft should be forwarded to
Policy Branch, attention Z0({(Pol)D by / &&hmqkwa

If for scme reason this is not possible the officer
dealing with the matter is to have an interim reply to the
correspondent, for the Minister's signature, with Policy
Branch within the prescribed 7-day deadline. In addition
the staff involved are +0 provide a written explanation,
addressed to Dep Sec Def, through DPD, explaining why

it is not possible to .provide:the draft replwy within the
g1V eil LL:TLK-: .
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QUESTIONAIXR,

- 1

) sang OF PERSON. seneenss  AGE: /3 ¥R
QBWS! i a:-;{o .a
PHORE MBmﬂ DATED: / /2 /52

1 When You Firat awoke Howswould-you Describs the Intensity of the
Light.®

wmowERs M?’? Saptt  Aawrtde 4{/}0
Y A a%/ / Soarh /A

23 The Colour of the Light ?
ARSHER (hide Mizeed  wodbn came  mote udncke

3; . What was the time of Your Wateh?  ANSWER: ba\meen One and \
&3 ¥as the Second Hand Still in Motion 7 Qe

aesiERr Did o) a0 Mo

53 Vhen You first went ontaide. How long was it before You heard the
Bon Shoota 7

N\ -
MSER 2 o 2% Wouwd  \oles
83 Can You recsll how many Shots were fird 1%,
AN SWER1 L‘S O \‘\s‘ \'\Y\Q%\Qe_
e Was the Faint HAnmming seasoclated with the Gur Shots or from another
Source .
ARSWERY Lo00n
{ A Naeh Sousce

&; How such of the Area was Lit Up 7,

AREFERT M\ 5 \ Og
\ he \Q\\%‘n o Gonk ol ve
ok Nv=Ia TR O X e
91 Deseribe the Weather during that Time 7. ne WAe

MEER: Vet VoY and o0 e \oua, e e
RN e G ANanas

10; { MPORTANT.) TRY AND SIVE THE DISTARSE AND Location of whoare the
Shots were Firsd from %,

ANSWER1 be}\\hd usS i Yoo
Shaee  vonw S

™Mi\e

‘Dt%\\\ oL in
>§\n\“,‘{\\?\' \\0\- CUJ.\*@ q



1%; Please state when You arrived at the 5ite to Camp, Date , Time;

$2; Had You mbserved any other Parson or Persons near Your Gamp Site
during the Period befors the msht:'mg.?

AN SWER: Tooa
\CDGL{\\O\ . \Q\d\ at\ck k)\(i = <

o - Y B ShNoee A &
. XN S’?O&\ ooy o Neo o
ok Mo %'k oo \?-\ \\Qb\\“\

33 17 w0 Pleanetry snd give Diecriptions of those ﬁrmaa, ar Person,?
ARBEERY T, S
T T ———

S ——

\3@\*(\ SNy oo \-QQL Ceoh, \—\Q\\\\ e
AEN\nec A voura HNoIn et RO

143 gaﬂ You seen any person with any '?.;‘ypa of Firs «~ Arn during Baylight
ours Té

ANSHERY (\  \ ZWoX X con @ C oo\

51 Make a Sketeh of the Trees and Your Camp Sitey giving the Location,
ANSYER:

/ ) iy

A
>4 . ﬁﬁ\*‘“
' TN




PLEASE  fAKE  NOTE.

IT I8 KNOWN ALL OVER THE WORLD WITH ¥,F,0, ACTIVITY THAT THE FOLLOWING
SYMTOMS HAVE BEEN PROVEN ¥FaU:%L, EFFECTS FROM HOVERING U,F,0 OR U,F,0'S,
AND LANDING SITES WHERE UND OR UFO¥S HAVE LANDED ON EARTH,

RADIATION SICKN ESS';.

DUE 70 ABSORPTION OF EXCESS RADIATION, MARKED BY FATIGUE, INTERNRL

HEMORRHAGE, VOMITING, PROGRESSIVE TISSUE BREAEDOWN.

mwamms;

DIZZY SPELLE, NAUSEA, NECK PAINS, HEADACHFS:

¥63 DID YOU HAVE ANY ILL EFFECTS AFTER THE U,F,0, INCIDENT ? AND IF S0
DIr Y0U SEE A DOCTOR 7



OUESTIONATIR,

i ' |
§ ) NMME OF PERSON. . AGE: (45 YRS,
ADDRESS: e
PHONE KUMBER: DATED: )/ 2 /%2
T3 When You First awoxe now .wouig .you Describe the Intensity of the
Light.#

AN SWER: f\[o% Loo )‘Ww é)«wé Lyﬂjfég , Lo

OAUO& %1‘””

2; The Colour of the Light ?

AN SRR .
T SHE Clz \,JM yr .
s
33 What was the time of Your Watch?  ANSYER: PJ&é Oéﬁeyftcf T;
N tebotin | and 2

Ly Was the Second Hand Still in Motion ? AT

avsrEr: You

53 When You [irst went cutside. How long was it before Vou heaxd the
Gun Shoots ?

NSWER: & c,ou,p/(n_ OS: .)'WQ,

6; Can You recall how many Shois were fird 9.

ANSYER: - ‘ Fowr

7 Was the Faint Humming associated with the Gun Shots or from another
Source 7.

AsvER:  Another  Sownce

3; How much of tlhe Area was Lit Up ?.
worm: 0 Sour Bl bid bl il ohio moved omound a lef
urd mﬁ%ﬁ

9 Describe the Weathoer during that Time 7.

W M{ JM}% m&; ‘ i befoce and fhr

10; ( THPORTANT,) IRY AUD GIVE THE DISTANEE AND Location of where the
Shots were Fired from 7,

WSWER: m [)acjf O,g Q(L ’60 -d& df’ 6*0'{3[””#‘1
4 ,ﬁ@, ﬂ? L. \,\m}wn oce Seda ( The ‘oci%«m\
o M) o il Dok




i

11; Please state when You arrived at the Site to Camp, Date , Time;

:,’)ANSWER: W Fl /g TIME: Qewm HRS, “775 MInutes;

S5ite

72; Had You abserved any other Person or Persons near Your Camp
during the Period before the Sighting.?

ANSWER: \} .
lwo rn oy m@&‘rl}l‘k}: Gergen hacr
no rnfyufa{ixdzt2. onqzl no & LMOAJ 0é941é
browmn lhoar ord a mmm e
Thare were olso o tao pz.o«(g an a whide cer
O b/m\o!z Woren omol ‘3("*‘”‘( biuored ron,

13; If so Pleasetry and give Discriptions of those Persons or Person,?

AN SWERY /ﬂ

14; Had You seen any person with any Type of Fire - Arm during Dayligh
Hours 7.

ANSWER: “}, O

15¢ Make a Sketchyof the Trees and Your Camp Site, giving the Location,

ANSWER:




PLEASE TAKE  NOTE.

IT IS KNOWN ALL OVER THE WORLD WITH U,F,0, ACTTVITY THAT THE FOLLOWING
. SYMTOMS HAVE BEEN PROVEN FATAL. EFFECTS FROM HOVERING U,F,0 OR U,F,0'S,
AND LAKDING SITES WHERE UFO OR UFO'S HAVE LANDED ON EARTH.

RADTATICON SICKNESS,

DUE TO ABSORPTION OF EXCESS RADIATION, MARKED BY FATIGUE, INTERNKAL
HERORREAGE, VOMITING, PROGRESSIVE TISSUE BREAKDOWH,

HEADACHES.

DIZZY SPELLS, NAUSEA, NECK PAINS, HEADACHES:

163 DID ¥OU HAVE AWY TLL EF¥ECTS AFTER THE U,F,0, INCIDENT 9 AND IF SO
DID YOU SEE A DOCTICR 7 ‘5

ANSWERS. On -(,Zﬁ- bwl 0& oW\A 01/6/ 6W[m\7
PI ‘»&S//»@ W% pocrs  omd nack
oo oLuj m“ﬁ?ﬂ ey T Ll

165 oF U
) T ot~ Lf_‘i —
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I} February 1982

Mr H E Wright
PO Box 127

CHRTSTCHURCH 1

Dear Mr Wright

I am writing to acknowledge receipt of

your letter of 28 January to the Rt Hon
David Thomson, Minlster of Defence,
gongerning the UFO sighting on 26 January
over the Christchurch International Alrport.
The Minister has noted your letter and has
referved it to the Secretary of Defence,

pending receipt of your promiged further
letter,

Yourdg sincerely

J M P MeeCormac
Private Secretary

SECRETARY OF DEFENCE

Referred.

Private Secretary
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Mr H £ Wright
PO Box 1276
CHRISTCHURCH 1

Dear Mr Wright

Thank you for your letter of 14 February cantaining reports on the
investigations that you have carried out into the sightings of
Unidentified Flying 0Objects at Christchurch International Airport
in January and at Temuka last August.

Although the Ministry of Defencs and in particular, the RNZAF, doas
not undertake investigations into UFO sightings, I have passad your
reports to the Sscretary of Defence so that the RNZAF may be informed
of your work.

Yours sincersely

David Thomsan
Minister of Defence



NO LIGHT SHED ON VU,F,0, LIGHT IN &KY,

—— ———

LR ——

Sightings of a Bright , Pulsating Orange and White Light in the Sky
have prompted U,F,0, Fever at Christchurch Airport. Four Air New Zealand
Cargo L.ozders - All Experienced with Night Sightings of Aircraft - are
still Scratching Their Heads over Yesterdays U,F,0, Incident at the Alr -
POri. .

They sa¥ & Fast Moving Orange Light Approach the Aikport from the gouth -
Tast then Contlnue to move around directly Overheard for about 14 Minutes,

Wo Aircraft was Known to have been Operating at that time and the Object
or Light made No Sound,. There was a Cloud cover and a Siight Breeze at
the time, but the Four Men were Convinced They were Not seeing a Reflected
Light Source.

LINDSAY SQUIRE, GERALD COWARD, BOB MULHOLLAND, & STUART Mc CONNELL.

had Started Work at 4 AM, and were Loading a Bristol Frikghter bound
for Dunedim when the Incident Occurred, Mr Mulholland had just looked at
His Watch at L4-49 AM, as He drove g Forklift out of the Cargo Shed
towards the Alrcraft waiting an the Tarmac. Seeing the Bright Light
Approaching at Speed from the South - East He Signalled to His Colleagues
to Stop, and Lights and Engines were Switched 0ff, ' Then it was Overhead",
Mr Sguire told; "The Star"., " But it wasn't Stationary, It was Hovering
and Moving Around," o The Light was Circulay with z White Centre, a
Pulsuating Orange Ring Enclosing it. " It went back fo the Scuth-East,
then Back above Us Again." At that stage Mr Squire went back into the
Cargo Terminal Intending to Ring the Control Tower, He was Unable to reach
the Tower and Returned tc the Tarmace

While Mr Squire was Inside, Mr Coward and His Two Companions watched the
Object Disappear to the East Over the Cashmere Hills, Mr Coward Recalled
the White Light Growing in Intensity as the Object Hovered Above.

After 14 Years Working with Aircraft Mr Coward sald He had seen A1l Sorts
of Lights in the Night Sky, Including Falling Stars, but " This was Differ -
ent althogether, " It's a Mystery To Me". Said Mr Squire; " T Didn't
feel Scared, ALL I could think was; " Oh My God, What is It 2, I was :
just Engrossed"s Mr Squire Admitted to having read a few Books on U,F,0's,
but said He is Not " Into. It", Because of the way It Moved, and Knowing
Aircraft, I'm Convinced Fff«was a U,F,0."

EWThgTDuty Air Traffic Contoler saw Nothing from the Control Tower and
OLiCHE have Only Received One Report of the Incident - From the Airline

Stgff; " We Jjust Hope Somebody elsc in Christchurch might have seen Some-—
thing," Mr Squire said. )

The Meteorological Service has been unable to offer Any Evplanation for
the Incideny. A Weather Balloon was Released at the Airport at A4-56 AM
But that was after the Object was First Seen and it would Not habe been ?
Aporoaching at Speed from the South- East,

The.Airforce, which Received a Report of the Incident, was Unable to
Explain Tt

Christchurch Star, Wednssday, January, 27th - 1982,



U,F,0, AT ATIRPORT,

FIRST REPORT:

AN Un-Tdentified Flying Object was seen at Christchurch International
Airport Early Today by Air New Zealand Staff, The OBJECT, which Approached
at HIGH SPEED from the South-East and Hovered Overheal foe between 5 and
10 Minutes, was Described by a Witness as a Bright white Light with an
Orange Perimeter, according to an Airforce Spokesman,

The Sighting was in Darkness at 4~50 AM.
NO ATRCRAFT was Knovm to be Operating in the Area, the Spokesman said,.

CHCE Star, Tuesday, January, 26th - 1982.
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SPOTLIGHT THEORY ON U,F,0, SIGHTING.

—— me———— ———

Spotlight Hunters -.could be respomsible for Tuesday's Reported UFO
Sighting at Christchurch Airport. Gunshoots were Heard near the Waimak -
ariri River to the North of the Aitport in the Rarly Hours of Tuesday
and Spotlights car be reflected by Cloud,

The Vice-~ President of the Canterbury Astronomical Society { Mr C,H,
Rowe ) said the Object Described by Air New Zealand Emplorees could
well have been a Reflected Spotloght. -The effect, known as Raclk-
scatter, could produce an Orange, Halo when seen through HazydCloud
Mr Rowe said today. Mr Rowe admits that in Cases of Reported U,F,0,
Sightings He tries for the mundane explanations first,

But Two more Witnesses to the Incident have strehgthened Mr Rowe's
theory,.

Mark Ley, and Rodney Jones, 14, were camping out near the Waimakariri
riverbed at the time. Mark said today how the pair were woken by a
bright light - Orange coloured - which shone from asbove on %o their Tent
and surrounding trees. They were terrified by the Incident, He said.
Rodney had noted the time at 1-10AM, when He woke - more than Three Hours
Earlier than the reported Sighting by pirline Ground Staff, "We opened
the tent and poked Our Heads out," Mark saide The pair at first thought

there was a Pire, though They could not hear Crackling but a " Faint
Hum",

The source of the Light was to the South of the Tent amd could not be
seen over the Treetops. According to Mark the Area was Lit Up for Three
or Four Minutes. " We thought at first it might have been a car or a
Spotlight, which is still a possibility, BUT the Light Never Stayed in

one spot. " We Jjust sat there for a while, then there were a Tew Gun -
shots from behind Us ( to the North',)

" We were Lying there Treeified really - My Friend said it could be g

U,F,0," Mark said, The pair managed to get back to sleep about Two Hours
Later, then woke early and Cycled Home,

CHCH STAR, THURSDAY, JANUARY, 28th - 1982,
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PUBLIC RELATIONS

B February 1882

Mr Harold J. Knepman
Mutual UFO Network
PO Box 22638
CHRISTCHURCH

Dear S5ir,

Please accept my apologies for the delay in reaponding
tg your latiter of & January. I have besn sbsent from the
office. ;

On receipt of your letter datad 20 Septembar 1981,
a thorough search was mede of our records but no refsrence
to & film or an RNZAF investigation could bs found of a
gighting in July 1859,

It is regretted that the RNIAF is unable to asaiat
you in your study.

Yours faithfully,

—

(CeD, COLE)
Squadron Laader
for Chief of Air Staf?



Fom J MUTUAL UFO NETWORK, INC.

Oid Towne Rd L . Mutual UFO Network

wehuin Texas P Sectional S | Director
78155 USA .. Harold J Knapman
PO Box 22638 High St
6/January 1982. . _Christchurch NZ
} Phone 527953
(C.D.COLE)
Squadron Leader, . .
RNZAF Public Relatlons Offloer. Aiy 397373,
Degar Sir,

Thank you for 'your reply to my letter 20th Seplember.
I have enclosed a copy of a couple of pages out of a book I thought you
might be interested in,concerning Mrs Frederick Morelands UFO sighting
of 13th July 1959. I have read sevaersl books which refers tﬁe N, Z.
Air forces investigatiouns to fhis sight ing, It might interest you to

“xnow that as far as I know Im the only Derson that has a copy of the
ATG Tapes of the Kaikeura sighting of 1978 - 79. released by the Govt.
I have been studying UFO's for 18ysars & I do realise there's a lot of
red tape. I also know where mrs Moreland now lives,now remarr ied., .

"I do respect her privicy and as far as Im concerned I do not wish to
break that priviey & I wont.That is why Im asking you for & copy of
that report as its among thirteen other CE3XK (Close encountefs of the )
" third kind. ) that has happened in N.Z. I asure you on two polnts

(1) I do thourghly 1nvestigate the sightings.

(2) I do not make my findings public.

All my reports go to the USA to MUFON head quarteré in Texas, where the

reports go into a computer,even I do not hear any more’of the results.

So could you please reconsider for the sake of science,l would be

entérnaiy gratefull.

K;nd%%%ﬁﬁ%@aras
Harold J Knapman
S.1.S.Director
For MUFON.

Yool 8 Mﬂw’f‘” e



11.
Helmeted Aliens Over Nf?v Zeahnd

At 5:30 AM. on July 13, 1959, Mrs. Frederick Mbrc«
land was crossing the barn yard on’her way to milk the
cows. The Morelands’ enjoy country living al}d the nine-
acre farm “which they maintain on Old Renwick Road in
Blepheim, Marlborough, New Zealand, suvits them just
fine. Mr. Moreland is a civilian employee at the Wood-

bourne Station of the Royal New Zealand Air Force, and }

on weekends, Mrs. Moreland is a nurse’s aid at the Lister
Hospital.

Mrs, Moreland was sleepily going about her eaily

moring chores when she noticed a green glow in the
clouds, As she told local police and a reporter for the
Nelson Evening Mail: “. . . there ‘was no moon so I
wondered what it was. When I was half way across the
paddock, two large green things, like €yes or big lamps,
appeared above me and dropped towards thf: ground.

] poticed that I was bathed in a green light and that
the paddock was green, too. It was a hoirid sort of color
My first thought was, ‘I shouldn’t be Here, am.:l made @
dive for the trees (a stand of pine on thé other side of the
paddock). There I stood watching. ) o

“A saucer-shaped glow with two indented green light
jn the bottom descended. The air became very warl*
Two rows of jets around the middle shot t?ut orange
colored flames. They appeared to fevolve in opposit

directions. The thing was about 20 to 30 feet In diameter- ‘_.

e

It hovered at about roof height.

i iy . whal s
“The jets stopped and a light was W, tched onin W 5
appeared to be a . . . glass Toof or dome, which glowﬂd' 7

62 ¢

STRANGERS FROM THE SKIES 63

i3he bottom appeared to be of a grayish metal color.
&fhere was a faint hum in the air as it hovered.” '

%AMIS Moreland’s early morning marvels had not yet
#geased as she noted next that “there were two men in it,
Zgressed in fairly close fitting suits of shiny material. The
enly thing I can think of to describe it is aluminum foil,

“Dpaque helmets rose from their shoulders. I could not

5

their faces.-
One of tlie men stood up and put two hands in front
£ him as if leaning to look downwards. He then sat
lown, and after a minute or two, the jets started off again
and, tilting slightly at first, the thing shot up vertically
it great speed and disappeared into the clouds, When it
. 31 this, it made a soft but high-pitched sound.”
‘& Understandingly, Mrs. Moreland admitted to local
thorities that her experience had left her “dumb-
unded for a moment.” As she stood in the trees to
“egain her mental equilibrium, she noticed the “smell of
wimething which resembled pepper in the air.”
ACWith feminine logic, Mrs. Moreland continued about
188¢ chores and finished milking the cows before she went
Mo the house to awaken her husband, who had worked
Mate shift at the Air Force Station the previous night.
: +A% his insistence, she phoned the local constable and the
. Jocal. press. Within a weck, she was re-folling Wer story
' dn_investigating officer of the New Zealand Air Force.
XIFO investigators have often puzzled over the fact that
fhany sightings occur in Australia, New Zealand, New
mea and the Antarctic, and that so many of these same
fhitings include prolonged visual contact wtih the alien
®ngs that pilot the UFO’s, The aliens may relax their
ity when they are “down-under” because they are
fate -of the communications lag between that area and
-Test of the world. Never have aliens remained in view
Jonger than the four-hour period recorded by Father
Q’and his mission at Papua, New Guinea. Imagine the
F.such an incident would cause if it were to occur
: New York City, London, or Moscow. Air-raid sirens
blare and rocket-armed jets would be sent in pur-

ot
e
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Air 39/3/3

15 Bcectober 1981

Mr Harold J Knapman
Mutual UFD Netuork
PO Box 22638
CHRISTCHURECH

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of 20 September, sseeking
information regarding a film of a UF0 sighting in April,
1954, and the report of a sighting by & Mrs Frederick Morsland
on 13 July, 1958.

A search of our records cannot locate any raference
to a film that was passed to the RNZAF for examination nor
is there any referance to ths sighting by Mrs Moreland.

With the exception of the Kaikoura sightings, the
RNZAF doss not underteke investigations into the sightings
of Unidentified Flying 0Objects. It does, however, on
recaeipt of & report of a sighting consult with other Government
agenciss such as the Civil Avietion Division, Meteorological
Service and the DSIR in an effort to eliminate obvious caussas.
In many casss a lofical explanation is found.

Yours faithfully,

(C.D. COLE)
Squadron teader
RNZAF Public Relations 0Officer

-~

] 7
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I L
103.Qld Towne Rd , e Mutual UFO Network
% Texas L Sectional S | Director
55 USA - L Harold J Knapman
20,/6/™ , P O Box 22638 High St

.Christchurch NZ
Phone 527 953

In wr iting to ask you ahout two incidents that hoppened

x Ja a . . 3 3 - - .. . . N . .
in the +1¢50sa,the fivsl one hanooned in spril 1950 it is helievad

»

3
M
5
~?
i
<3
o
'—J.

A wWmovie van vilicwe & given to the W.O.a.0, for exsalnation,

it- was of 2 UF0. The chon incident heppeusd on July 13 12856, it wae

=

a sighting in Dleni

L]

gitm of o lrs Trederick llarelsud. Doth-of thege

sightings sre of 1lnterest fo wme ne o lavestigstor and in the scientilie

viaw. The Tilm interests me og I would like to compeir 1t sagninet - the

s

1978 Kalkours sighting.The otber Alrforce report on the Blepnheim sighting
of 155% hecange of the cloae.encpunter factor. I am only intsrested iﬂ
these two gases in a s&ientific WwoYe L tal Dromiss you now that =ny
information given me by the Airforce wili ha kept confiﬂgntiel at 211

times. Therese one obther thing I8 like to ask is there ouy possibility

that an investigator 1like myself can or gould worl: in collsbaration on.

i~h

the subject of Unidentilied Flying Ohjects, I do helieve 4fs thing of

~

this Xind got of the ground it could & pomgibly would knock the velw

of the 4ipforcas cover up of whieh weople helieve in. I will He looking

forward to your reply sS00N.
Yindest regords,

4 ' Harold ¢ Inopansn,
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

4/l correspondence should be adrivessed:
Chief of Defence Staff,
Minist7y == Defence,
Private x ‘allington, NZ,
= Telephone: 729.498,

In reply please quote:

Ait 39/3/3

-
E

DEFENCE HEADQUARTERS
WELLINGTON, N.Z.
;"‘
;28 Septedber 1981
% - ‘;v:“ . -
S,
v, R Sy
« Mr 3 C.'Thompson
27 Dillon Street
“ BLENHEIM

) 3

Dear Mr Thompson

Thank you for your recent letter which has been referred to me
by the Minister of Defence for reply.

I have had Air Staff reconsider the matter in the light of the
facts presented by Mr McDonald in his letter to the Marlbarough
Express of 20 December 1978, Air Staff believe, however, that
there is nothing in Mr McDonald's letter to suggest that the abject
sighted from Waikawa Bay was other than a DC8 aircraft making its
"y descent towards Wellington Airport from the west, The outline of
- events, which spanned no more than 10 minutes, is entirely
consistent with sighting a large aircraft apprtoaching from a
distance. It is estimated that on a clear night the landing
lights of a DC8 aircraft descending over Nelson would he visible
./ for at least six minutes before the aircraft passed away to the
north of Waikawa Bay on its usual inbound track to Wellington when
making a southerly approach to the runway. Knowing that there was
a DCB aircraft inbound to Wellington at that particular time and
taking into account the most likely flight path for its descant,
Air Staff are surs that it was, in fact, this aircraft that Mr
McDonald sauw,.

I trust my comments have enabled you to gain a fuller appreciation
of this Ministry's position on the matter. Accardingly, I do not
believe any useful purpose would be served by engaging in further
speculation about an event for which a perfectly rational
explanation already exists.

Yours sincerely

D B G Mclsan
Secretary of Defence

A.D. 208
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Adr 39/3/3
MINUTE

Air Staff

A0 Pol(D) ,
WATKAWA BAY SIGHTING

1. I suggest that Mr J.C, Thompson be thanked for
his letter enclosing the cutting taken from the
Mariborough Express dated 20 Dec 78.
2, Having carefully considered the facts presented

by Mr F,D., McDonald in his letter to the Editor, we have
no reason to alter our view that the object sighted from
Walkawa Bay in the early hours of Sunday morning 17 Dec 78
was, indeed, a DC8 aircraft making 1its descent towards
Wellington Ailrport from the west. The outline of events
spanning ne more than 10 minutes, and certainly not 55
minutes as Mr Thompson suggests, is entirely consistent
with sighting ‘& large airorafit approaching from a distance.
On a clear night we estimate that the landing hights of

a DC8 aircraft descending over Nelssn would be visible for
at least six minutea before the ailrorafi passed away to
the north of Walkawa Bay on its usual inbound track to
Wellington when meking a southerly approach to the runway.
Knowing that there was & D8 aircraft inbound io
Wellington at that particular time and telking into account
the most likely flight path for its descent, we are surae
that it was, in fact,this aircraft that Mr McDonald saw.

3. Accordingly, I suggeat that there is no point
in entertaining further speculation from Mr Thomppon, who
efter all is only a third party to the sighting, when I
believe we have given a perfectly satisfactory
explanation for what was actually seen on that particular
evening,

(G, WALLINGFORD)
Wg Cdr
28 Sep 81 DOps
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Gesr ¥r Thompson Rle

Thank vou for your recent lsiler wvhich has bpea referred to me
by the Binister of Defence for reply.

1 have had Air StafPf eeconsider the matter in the light of the
facts presented by Mr MeDonzld in hia lettsr to the Morliborough
Exprass of 20 December 19785. Adir Staff belisve, housver, that
thers is nothing in Mr Melonald's lebtisr Lo supnsst thet thoe object
sighted froe Uailkawe Bay wes oihar than a UC8 sirceaft wsoking its
deacent btowards Uellimpton Alrpart from Che uwest. The outliine of
avenie, wvhich spenned no more than 10 ainutesn, is sniirsly
consistent uith sighting 5 large aircrzft appeosching from a
distance. It is sstimsted thet on = cleaar night the landing
lights of & DCB aircraeft descending over Nolson weuld be visible
for at lesst aix minutes before the airereft psssed susy to the
north of Walkaus Bay on ita usual iaebound track to Hellington uvhen
making o southsrly apprsach to the runuay. Hnouing that there was
a UL8 zirceaft inbound to Wellingion st thet perticular time and
taking into zeccount the most likely Flight pslh for its descent,
Rir Btzff ars surs thet it wes, in fact, this aircrsft that Bz
Pclonald sauw,

I trust my vomments heve cnablied you to gain a fuller appreciation
of this Ministry's position on the mstier. Aecordingly, 1 do not
belisve any useful purpose would be servaed by sagsaing in Furthsr
speculation absut an event for which s perfectly wstional
explanztion zlrazdy axists.

Yours sinceraly

M

08 46 ticlesn
Secratary of Defence
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MINISTERIAL ENQUIRY FOR PRIORITY ATTENTIOHN
1. Attached i% aa enquiry from the Minister’'s o%%ice.
Zl: Tt would be appreciated if s draft reply, could be

prepered within your branch/staff and forwarded to Pollcy Branch
which will be responsihble for preparation of the letier in its
final form Tor the Minister’s signature. Additionally, should
it be ‘necessely for extra information to ba preparss giving
background with which the Minister should be acquainted prior to
him signing the letter, this should be prepared in the form of

a draft letter to the Minister From the Secretary or Deputy
Secretary as appropriate.

3. In view of the urcency?whicﬁ is required to be :
given to ministerial enquiries, the draft should be faorwarded
_to Policy Branch (attention A0 Pol(D)) by

If for some reason it i1s not possible to meest this date, the
officer dealing with the matter should contact the Dlrector af
Policy Developﬂvnt and arrange a new submission dat

s o e S o T it Rl ey

Nr 39/ef3 . Wr et
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MINUTE
Air Staff
A0 Pol{D)
WATKAWA BAY SIGHTING
1. I suggest that Mr J.C. Thompson be thanked for

his letter enclosing the cutting taken from the
Marlborough Express dated 20 Dec 78.

2. Having carefully considered the facts presented
by Mr F.D. McDonald in his letter to the Editor, we have
no reason to alter our view that the object sighted from
Waikawa Bay in the early hours of Sunday morning 17 Dec 78
was, indeed, a DC8 aircraft making its descent towards
Wellington Airport from the west. The outline of events
spanning no more than 10 minutes, and certainly not 55
minutes as Mr Thompson suggests, is entirely consistent
with sighting a large aircraft approaching from a distance.
On a clear night we estimate that the landing lights of

a DC8 aircraft descending over Nelson would be wisible for
at least six minutes before the aircraft passed away to
the north of Waikawa Bay on its usual inbound track to
Wellington when making a southerly approach to the runway.
Knowing that there was a DC8 aircraft inbound to
Wellington at that particular time and taking into account
the most likely flight path for its descent, we are sure
that it was, in fact,this aircraft that Mr McDonald saw.

3. Accordingly, I suggest that there is no point
in entertaining further speculation from Mr Thompson, who
after all is omnly a third party to the sighting, when T
believe we have given a perfectly satisfactory
explanation for what was actually seen on that particular
evening.

Aesmn e

(G. WALLINGFORD)
Wg Cdr
28 Sep 81 DOps
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5~')1ng from 'The Marlborough Express‘ December 20th '78

*' ODD ‘THINGS IN THE

S

p—

NIGHT AT

To the BEditor

8lr, — While my wife wps
n our sitting room she not-
& brilllant light through
window, Bo bright was
! light that she called me
bed to view if. The time
approximately 050 Sun-

P

3

.| The lght was suspended
pver the ridge west of Wal-
Jawn kmown as the S8nout. T¢

seemed to hover for a good
minute znd then moved on
northwards, {ollowing the
jcontour of the hill almost to
the Bnout apd then hovered
sgain for about half & min-
ute, and then moved off to-

A

+ Por a time it hovered be-
yond Aliports Yslands (for
sbout two minufes) and the
brilflance dimmed down al-
Joost {0 & mere pinhiead, then
suddenly 1t flared up over 10
timens brighter than any star.
At thiz stage we could see
the cloud-covered peak in the
back of Eenepuru Sound be-
yood it

! After it fiared up it rose
suddenly and then fell in an
up and down motion, travel-
Aing eastwards in an arc
aroumnd the Sounds and head-
‘ed towards Whatamango or
Tory Channel; then it ley-
lﬂkd off and moved at a

c lpeed and dluppumd

WAIKAWA
LETTERS

We called our neighbours
out fo withess the sighting
of the uf.o, The time of view-
ing this was for almost 10
minutes.

There was brilllant meon-
light at the time and po wing
and no other clouds In the
sky and & very starry night.
We heard 1o noise in thls
very stilt night, .

" I phoped Woodbourne con-
trol tower and was advised
that {1t wss probably a pam-
chute fiare, They rang the
Picton police, who later
phoned me,

So long was this thing hov-
ering that I was able to view
it through binocuiars. 8ix
lUght beamns "were vialble in
colour to the naked eyve. A
quarter circle looked like it
was palnied dark red. 1t ap-
peared to me to be & man-
ned hot alr balloon,

, This s the third time in
two years that we have seen
this, whatever it 1s. During
this last winter our sitiing
room became suddenly Ut up
guite noticeably against the
electric Hght and seagulla
down at the beach started

scteeching esnd  then  took

flight.
Golng outaide to inveatigate

“uwmewuermmehty.

U up dult fred and % bril-
ifant fght hovering for some
momentz and then fiash off
towards the east in less than
& second.

I know that this was not a
flare, was not s plane, but
could have been & helloopter,
but there was no nolse and
the lights were too bright,

¥, D, MACDONALD
Waiaws

Mr MacDonald forwarded a
graph and s sketch. Unforiu-
pately these were not suitable
for reproduction The
Edltor,
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OFFICE OFHI"HE MINISTER OF DEFENCE,

WELLINGTON, N.Z.

8 September 1981

Mr J C Thompson
57 Dillon Street
BLENHEIM

Dear Mr Thomson

Thank you for your further letter of 21 August concerning the
alleged UFO sightings in the Blenheim region.

My letter of 5 August 1981 sets out clearly the RNZAF p051tlon
with regard to reports received of any unusual sightings in the
skies. The press statement forwarded under cover of my letter
also summarised the main conclusions reached by the RNZAF from
its investigations, specifically, into the Kaikoura sightings.
I can assure you that this investigation was detailed and
thorough and not cursory as you suggest. I should reiterate
that it is not the practice of the RNZAF to release reports of
investigations to the public. Accordingly, I believe it will
serve no vseful purpose to enter into further debate on the
nature of the Kaikoura phenomena.

As for the Waikawa Bay sighting, the RNZAF confirms that
Woodbourne Air Traffic Control received a telephone call at

1 am on 17 December from a Mr Frank McDonald who reported an
orange brilliantly coloured light which he had sighted at 0050
hours and observed for three minutes at an estimated height of
500 feet in a direction toward Tory Channel to Port Underwood.
Contrary to any impression of indifference that may have been
gained by the caller, the air traffic controller did, in fact,
£irst inform the Blenheim Police and, then, Wellington Air
Traffic Control who advised that a DCB aircraft was carrying out
its descent towards Wellington at the time in guestion. In the
conditions prevailing at the time the lights of this aircraft
would no doubt have been visible to an observer in the vicinity
of Picton and provide an explanation for the source of the lights
as seen by Mr McDonald. Hence, there was no reason to link this
incident with the Kaikoura sightings.

Yours sincerely

Pavid ThomW

Minister of Defence
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My J C Thompson
57 Dillon Street
BLENHEIM

LBear Mr Thomzon

Thank you for your further letter of 21 August concerning the
alleged UFO sightings in the Blenheim region.

My letter of 5 August 198l sets out clearly the RNZAP position
with regard to reports received of any unusual sightings in the
skies. The preas statement forwarded under cover of my letter
alao summarised the main oconclusione reached by the RNEZAF from
its investigations, specifically, into the Kaikoura sightings.
I gar assure you thHat thid” investigation was detalled and
thorough .apnd not.auxsory as-youw suggest, I should reiterate
thdt 1¢ 1s not the practice of the RNZAF to release reports of
investigations to the public. Accordingly, I belleve it will
serve no useful purpose to enter into further debate on the
nature of the Kaikoura phenomena.

As for the Waikawa Bay sighting, the RNZAF confirms that
Woodbourne Alr Traffic Control received a telephons call at

1 am on 17 December from a My Prank MeDonald who reported an
orange brilliantly coloured light which he had sighted at 0050
hours and obsmerved for three minutes at an estimated helght of
500 feet in a directlen toward Tory Channel to Port Underwood.
Contrary tc any impression of indifferenve that may have been
gained by the caller, the ailr traffic controller did, in fact,
first inform the Blenheim Police and, then, Wellington Alr
Traffic Control who advised that a DCB aireraft was carrying out
its descent towards Wellington at the time in question. In the
conditions prevailing at the time the lights of this aircraft
would no doubt have been visible to an observer in the viginity
of picton and provide an explanation for the sourcve of the lights
as seen by Mr Mchonald. Hence, there was no reason to link this
incldent with the Raikoura sightings.

Yours sincerely
A [,»l,i/-‘? e
; e A@iﬂ‘ﬁffﬁpg%é%yw

David ThemsoR

Minister of Defence
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My J C Thompson
57 pillon Street
BLENHRYM

Dear ¥r Thomson

Thank you for your further letter of 21 Auvgust concerning the
alleged UFO sidhtings in the Blenhelm region.

My letter of 5 August 1981 sete out clearly the RNEAY position
with regard to raports recaived of any unusual sightings in the
skies. The press statement forwarded wnder cover of my letter
also summarised the malin conclusiene reached by the RNEAF from
its investigations, specifically, intc the Kaikoura sichtings.
I can asasure you that this investigation war detalled and
thorough and not cursory as you suggest, Y ghould relterate
that it is not the practice of the RHIAF tc release reports of
inveustigations to the public., Accordingly, I belleve 1t will
serve no useful purpose to enter into further debate on the
nature 0f the Xalkoura phenonens.

2z for the Weikawa Bay eidghting, the RNZAF confirms that
Voodbourne Air Traffic Control received a telaphone call at

1 am on 17 Becenber from a My Frank McDonaléd who reported an
orange brilliantly coloured light which he had sighted at 00350
hours and observed for three minutes at an estimated helght of
500 feet in 2 direction teward Tory Channel to Port Underwood.
Contrary to any impression of indifference that may have been
gainred by the caller, the alr traffic controller did, in fact,
first inform the Blephelm Pollce and, then, Wellington Ailr
Traffic Control who advised that a BCB alrovaft was carrying out
its descent towards Wellington at the time in question, In the
conditione prevailing at the time the lights of this aircraft
would no doubt have been visible to an cbserver in the vicinity
of Plcton and provide an explanastion for the gource of the lights
as seen by Mr Mcbonald. Hence, there was no reason to link this
incident with the Kaikoura sightings,

Yours sinceraly

tavid Thomson
Minigter of Defence
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25 My letter of 5 August 1981 sets out clearly the *

RNZAF position with regard to reports received of any unusual
aightings in the skies, The press statement forwarded under
cover of my letter also summarised the main conclusions
reached by the RNZAF from its investigations, specifically,
into the Kaikoura sightings. I can assure you that this
investigation was detailed and thorough and not cursory as
vou suggest. I should reiterate that it is not the practice
of the RNZAF to relesase reportse of investigations to the
public. Accordingly, I believe it will serve no useful
purpose to enter into further debate on the nature of the

Kaikoura phenomena.

%Ei As for ths Waikawa Bay sighting, the RNZAF confirms
that Woodbourne Air Traffic Control received a telephone call
at 1 am on 17 December from a Mr Frank McDonald who rsported
an orange brilliantly coloured light which he had sighted at
0050 hours and observed for three minutes at an estimated

o ‘\'&u:a..rd\
height of 500 feet in tht direction .ef Tery Channel to
Port Underwood., Contrary to any impression of indifferrsnce

that may have been gained by the caller, the air traffic

cantroller did, in fact, first inform the Blenheim Police and,



"y 2
then, Wellington Air Traffic Control who advised that a DCAH
aircraft was carrying out its descent towards Wellington at P

I BT VY s JUC IR VU DVLS NECVI A E R o sy plasa-
the time in gquestion. The lights of this aircraft would’have
been visible to an observer in the vicinity of Picton and
provideﬁ an explanation for the source of the lights as sean
by Mr MecDonald. Hence, there was no reason to link this
incident with the Kaikoura sightings.
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NINISTERIAL ENQUIRY FOR PRTIORITY ATTENTION

1. " Attached is an enquiry from the Minister’s office.

2. It would be appreciated if a draft reply, could be

prepared within your branch/staff and forwarded to Poliey Branch
which will be responsible for preparation of the letter in its
final form for the Minister’s signature. Additionally, should
it be -necesszaiv for extra information to be prepared giving
background with which the Minister should be acquainted prior to
him signing the letter, this should be prepared in the form of .
a draft letter to the Minister From the Secretary or Deputy
Secretary as appropriate.

3. In view of the urgency which is required to be
given to ministerial enquiries, the draft should be forwarded

to Policy Branch (attention AQ Pol(D)) by iiﬁé]ﬁbwygx
If for some reason it is not possible to meet this date, the

officer dealing with the matter should contact the Director of

Poliecy Development and arrange a new submission date.
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OFFICE OF THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE

-5 AUS 1881

WELLINGTON, N.Z.

Hon J K Mclay
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS

Dear Mr MclLay

You will recell you sought my comments on the lstter of 18 July
you received from Mr J C Thompson of 57 Dillon Streset, Blenheim,
concerning the alleged UFO0 sightings in the Blenhsim region in
1978 and 1979,

I am informed by the Secretary aof Dsfencs that the RNZAF does not
undertake detailed investigations into reports of Unidentified
Flying Objects. When a reported sighting is referred ta the

RNZAF howsver, it does consult with a number of Government agsncies
including the Ministry of Transport, the Department of Industrial
and Scientific Research, the Metsorological Service and the Carter
Observatory to eliminate any obviocus explanation of the phenomenan.

An exception to this policy was made with the inveatigation by

the RNZAF into the 1979 Kaikoura sightings. On that occasion =
report was prepared by the RNZAF Air S5taff in Wellington and a

summary of the findings of that report made public through the

news media. The report itself has not besn made public.

I snclose a copy of the RNZAF statemsnt releassd to the maedia
which you may care to pass on to Mr Thompson.
Yours sincerely

(Sgd.) L. . THOMSON

David Thomaon
Minister of Defenca



\ RNZAF 56

ewd >

RNZAY UFC SICHTING REPORT

The unidentified radar and visual sightings reported bv aircraft and
the 2ir Traific Control radars off the north east coast of “he South Island

recantly, ace the result of natural but unusual atmospheric phencrmena.
==

L

s s oo . . . . .
This 1s the conclusxon?arrlved at in the Air Force's {just complete

investigation into the sightings.|

3efore arriving at his conclusions, the investigating office

inteyvie the principle witnesses invelved in the sightings on the
nights of 20 and 30 De cember| He also worked closely with thelDepariment
cf Scientific and Industrial Resesarch, thelTivil Aviation Division of the]

1
tinistry of Transport,|and .the Meteorolcgical Service.

His repor:t reveals that during the months of December and earls
January, atmospheric conditions over New Zealand were ceonducive to freak

exfects con radar and light waves. Also, the planet Venuveg was rising in the

)

aretern gky early in ihe worning, and at this time of the year is unusually

X

o

»ight in appearance.

k
R
A
&}

o revealed that for some time +the Wellincton Air Traff

rf
A
)
5

s
onirel radar has keen giving spuriocus returns off the east coaut

Zouth Islond.

FURTHER INFORMATION CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER {AIR),
DEFENCE HEADQUARTERS., WELLINGTON.




' fgze investigating officer also speculates that lights seen in the

lavence River meouth could have ceome from trains or vehicles travelling

long the coast, and affected by unusual atmospheric reflections and

There is no evidenca to connect the many radar and visual sightings

n the Clavence River and the larger lights sean to the east.

1 L)

A Ministry of Defence zpokesnan saild the Ministry was completely
atisfied thers were no unexplained physical objects in the skies at the

ime of the sightinus,

The lights were almost certainly from surface or planetary sources

ffected by atmospheric reflzaction, refraction and distertion.

Radar sets are known to be subject to spurious returns, and it was
ignificant that on the occasicns the large light was being filmed by a
elevision team on board the Argosy freighter, neither Christchurch or

=llington radars reported any related visual sichtings on their screens.

The spokesman said that the Ministry of Defence was not specifically

harged with formal responsibility for ipvestigating so~called unidentified .

lying obijects in peacetime. | However, the Ministry does take an active

nterest in_all such reports{and within the limitations of its resources,

onducts investigations as necessary.

Commenting on some media gpeculation that the country was defenceless

ainst alr attack, the spokessqaan said that New Zealand did not have
r f A

compiex air defence systemn, comprising sophisticated radar eguipment
T Y i ¥

nd a force of missiles and interceptor aircrafr.



-

[
)
The recently announced Defance Review explains that over the next
lecads at least, a physical threat to Nzw Zealand's security, by sea

v from the air, is so remote that expenditure of funds on

sophisticated air defence equiprments could nct be justified.

No costing of a comprehensive air defence system for New Zealand
1zd been deone, but the Defence sookesman said that the bill would be

memmnous and well beyond current resocurce levels.

The Defence spokxesman concluded by saying that the Ministry totally

liscounts the possibility of visits to New Zealand, and particularly

0 the areas of the country where the recent reports have suggest=@d,. of

tlien aircraft or other flying machines.| It also categorically discounts

tny suggestion that air activity of any kind has taken place which poses

thy threat to New Zealand's security. Defence does not share the view of
-hose who believe we are visited from outer space, Oor covertly hy the air-

raft or machines of potentially unfriendly nations.
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Min No: 223
Ref: 39/3/53

Typed: 4 Augqus

Han 3 K Melay
PARLIAMENT SUILDINGS

Dear Hr Melay

You will reeall you asought my comments on the letter of 1B July
you received from Mz J £ Thompson of 57 Dillon Streat, Blenhaim,
coneprning the alleged UFE slightings in ths Blenhslie rsgion in
1978 and 1979,

I am informed Dy the Secrstery of Defence that the RNIAF does not
underiake detailed invastigations inte reporis of Unidentiflied
Fiying Bbjects. Whan s reported sighting is referred to the

RNZAF housvoer, it dome consult with & number of Sovesrnment agencies
including the Mionistzy of Tranaport, the Dapartment of Induetrial
and Seientific Ressarch, tha ﬁatmmralmg;cal Sarvica and the Carter
Gbasrvatary to aliminmate any obvicue sxplansiion of the phenomnencn.

An axceplion to this policy wes nmadae with tha investigation by

the ANZAF into the 1879 Kalkoura sightings. On thet occasion a
report wee prepared by the RNZIAF Air Staff in dellington and e

summary of the findings of that report made public through the

news madia, The report 1tsal? has nant besn meds publie,

1 snolose a copy »F the RNZAF atatement ralezeed to tha madia
which you may cere to pasz on to fr Thompson,

Yours sincerasly

(Sgd.) D. S. THOMSON

Gavid Thomson
fiinister of Defsnce



I

®ffice of the Mimster of Justice

WELLINGTON 1

24 July 1981

My & € Thompson
57 Dillon Street
BLENHEIM

Daay My Thompson

RECENTD

28 JUL1981

OFFICE OF
tAMISTER OF “TATE

Thank you for your letter of 18 dJuly 19al.
I have noted the detalls of the steps ymu have taken in

relakion to the claimed UFO sightings in

mgim: 5:!.‘- 1878 and 1979.

the Blenheim

m m.mwm ymz sumnlieﬂ :u; iz olear that the DSIR

your .
Miniatex o Deforcs,

il dir oonmdderad nattere you Here, put. bd that
R dnent wk! iﬂ thﬁ eixcm'ﬁma I propase to discuss
Lettér with my collesgue the Rt Hon ¥ 8 Thomson,

I will be rfeplying fuxrther & you in due tourse.

Yours sincexely
(Sgd.) J. K. McLAY

4. % Malay
Minlster of Justice

MINISTER OF DEFENCE

A
Refex}/fed for your comments please.

%
S/K McLay

Sec - pEF.
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CONCIUSION

Gf tho twenbye-nocvan or noe sufficiently well documented sightingn
ol nocturnal lights studied in thls report, nene has been found faor
which g simple explanation is not possible. The sources proposced
Were Known EG”BémbhésEnt'at'thé-ﬁjn,u of the observations, and must
be discounted by the witneonses if the sighitings are Lo romaln

unidantified.

In the most widely publicised "encounter! nothing unnatural,
apart from the lmpressions of the witnesses, secms to have _
occurred. This UFO was almost certainly a Ltrightly-1it squid
fishing boat caught in the act. It is therefore considered that
tha ﬂﬁPOHV" UFQ should rofor to Unbﬁmm¢iar Obaarvations, rathor than
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DEPARTRIENT OF SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH

PHYSHIES AT
ENGINEEFIMNG
LAapRATGRY

Privala Bag,
Loven Hutr, Nea Zoaans,

Referancs

PEL 9/10

20 Marxrch 1920

Mr J € Thompson
57 Dillon Street
BLENEEIM

Dear Sir

Thank you very much for your comments on my UFO Report. In
answer to your question, it covers only those sightings between
20 December 1878 and 10 January 1379 because mcst of the widely
reported sightings occurred during that period. I did not become

. ,aware of the 17 December 1978 sighting over Waikawa Bay unblL

severml month Jater. I believe the sighting was reported in the
‘Picten new&%aper at the time, but it was not brought to the atten-
tion of anyone in DSIR prior to being mentioned to me, and then
ouly in passing. The person who told me about it was of the

opinion that it was a parachute lmarp,_ﬁnd I nave_po_renson‘bg
doubt hlS Judgement.

Yours faithfully

(W Ireland)
for Director



BEEL, R IR 3 A LT R TR TR SN R a1, SRR

DEPARTMENT OF SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH

PHMYSICS ARND
ENGIMEETRING
LARCRATORY

Private Bag,
Loweer Hytt, Naw Zosiana.

Raiersnce. PRT, 9/10//_ Tise; PHYSIO

23 May 1980

Mr J.C. Thompsen,
57 Dillon Strest,
BLENHEIM

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of 19 May and the reference to
your pruv1ous letter of 24 March 1680, I must apologise that
yvour previous letter was not acknowledged as being received by
tEhe Department. However, you should appreciate that this
laboratory's function is to encourage the development of industry
in New Zealand, and it has no expertise or mandate to investigate
UFO sightings. ' o T o

One cf our officers, dMr W. Ireland, has studied some
specific sightings for which photographic record and cother hard
data was available. Additionally, Mr Ireland attempts to help
members of the public when requested, where they have personally
made unfamiliar sightings.

However, we are not prepared to go further than this
where tangilble data is unavailable, or with third parties to

the observation. I understand Mr Ireland did indeed reply to
your first letter informing you of the information he had
received at that time. You are obviocusly at liberty to accept

or reject such information as valid, but I see little merit in
entering into extended speculative dialogue, particularly with

a third party, in the absence of any hard data. Hence, from my
laboratorv's point of view, the matter must rest here. ITf you
wish to pursue the matter further, I would suggest you do so
wafurgg_bgggm}orggégpgd for this purpose. I understand you
are already in contact with Dr J.F. de Bock, of ECRA, which may
be the appropriate body. .

Yours fatthfully,

{M.A. Collihs)
DIRECTOR
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7 January 1981

Mr J§ € Thempson
57 Dylan Street
BLENHEIM

Dear Mr. Thompson

I have received your letter of i0 December concerning the Waikawa

UFO sighting, In this letter, you refer to earlier corraspondence
with my laboratory and acknowledge the receipt of two letters from
us - one from Mr W Ireland of 20 March, and one from myself of

23 May - which were intended as replies to your correspondence and
to clarify our position for this particular sighting for you.

It appears that you are still in some doubt as to our position, and
I will attempt to clarifly this in answering the guestions in your
most recent letter.

In Mr Ireland's letter of 20 March, he peointed out to vou that his
investigation of sightings betwesen 20 December 1978 and

10 Januvary 1979 were selected because ",... most of the
widely-reported sightings occurred during that period.”™ 1In this
context, "widely-reported"” indicateg not on 13 reported in

New Ze a]and but in the international media in addition. I believe
this criteria represents a logical basis for selection,

We are fully aware that a parachute flare is a distress signal, and

we are also aware that such flares are not uUncommon in ‘popular
boating areas. However, I should make it clear to you that this was
not our evaluation and that the Physics and Engineering Laboratory

have not put forward an exnlanatlon for the Waikawa Bay UFO

10ht1ﬁu. ner are we in a wuSition to do 80,

Your letter ssems to imply that we have not discussed the

Waikawa Bay sighting with the witnesses of that event. On the
contrary, officers of my laboratory have discussed the sighting with
the witnesses, who seem guite happy to accept that we are unable to
offer an explanation for this particular event.  Hence, T repeat

that 1 see no merit in continuing dialogue with third parties to
this sighting.

cont/.....



My 3 C Thompsen

Page Z

Ly Al h N

/" January 1981

%;Qre re societies which have been specifically formed to

all
iHVGStlgat@ phenomena such as that to which you are referring.
Perhaps you couid contact one of these to ses if they have made a

Study_ of the Waikawa de sighting, and are orepared to venture an
expla aacion =or you,

I note from yvour letter that you intend to geofrain from returning
your taxation for the vear ending 31 March 1480, I am unable to
compent on this since it is a matter between yourself and the I

Revenue Departinent.

Yours faithfully

(M A Collins)
Director

nland



4 ARugust 1981

PAELIAMENT BUILOINGS

baar Ar Hciey

You will recall you sought my compents on the lettaer of 18 July
you received from fir J £ Thompeon of 57 Dillan Strest, Blunheim,
concerning the alleged UFQ sightings in the Blenhsis renion in
1978 and 1979,

I am informed by the Secretary of Oefence that the ANIAF dowes not
underteks deteslled investigetions inte reports of Unidentified
Flying Dbjects. When a reported sighiing is referrad to ths

RNZAF however, it dows consult with a number of Cevernment agenciecs
fncluding the Ainistiry of Transport, the Departoent of Industrial
and Scvientific Ressarch, the Ffateorological Service and the Certer
Ohesrvatory to eliminate any obvigsue axplanation of the phenomenon,

An sxeception to this policy wee made vith the invesstigative by

the RNIAF {nito the 1979 Kelkoura sightinns., On thset ovcesion o
rapart was preparsd by the REZIAF Alr Staff in Hellington and a

sunmary of the findings of thet report msde publiec through the

news media, The report iteslf has not besn made publie.

I anglose 2 copy of the ANZAF atetament rslsseed to the media
which you may cere to pass on ta Ny Thompsen.

Yours esincersly

Davlid Thomson
Minister of Defance
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Hon J K Mgiéy
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS

Dear Mr métyy

You will recall you sought my comments on the letter of 18 July

you received from Mr 3 C Thompson of 57 Dillon Street, Blenheim,

concerning the alleged UFOD sightings in the Blenheim region in

1978 and 1979.

I am informed by the Secretary of Defencs that the RNZAF does not

undertake detailed investigations into reports of Unidentified

Flying Objects. When a reported sighting is referred to the

RNZAF however, it does consult with a number of Government agenciss

including the Ministry of Transport, the Department of Industrial

and Scientific Research, the Mesteorclogical Service and the Carter

Observatory to eliminate any obvious explanation of the phenomenon.
An exception to this policy was made with the investigation by

the RNZAF inte the 1979 Kaikoura sightings. On that occasion a

report was prepared by the RNZAF Air Staff in Wellington and a

summary of the findings of that report made public through th;?;:Lia.

The report itself has not been made public,’

I enclose a copy of the RNZAF statement released to the media which

you may care to pass oﬁ¢0 Mr Thompson.

Yours sincerely

David Thomson
Minister of Defencs
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DRAFT

Mr J C Thompson
57 Dillon Street
BLENHEIM

Dear Sir,

Further to my letter of 28 July, my colleagus
the Minister of Defence advises that the Royal New Zealand
Air Force does not undertake detailed investigations into
replirts of Unidentified Flying Objects,

Howsver, when a reported sighting is referred to
the RNZAF, it consults with a number of Government agencies
including the Ministry of Transport, the Department of
Industrial and Scientific Ressarch, the Meteorolagical
Service and the Carter Observatory to eliminate any obvious
gxplanation to the phenomenon.

An exception to the RNZAF's policy of not undertaking
detailed investigabtions into UPO sightings was its investigation
into the 1979 Xaikoura sightings. On that occasion a report
was prepared by the RNZAF Air Staff in Wellington and a summary
of the findings of that report made public through ths media,
The report itself has not been made public.

I have pleasure in senclosing a copy of the RNZAF
statement that wes released to the media,

Yours sincsrely

Jd K McLay

Minister of dusticas
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15 Appil 1981

CME Paul Sowiakuﬁudyj,
P.0O Bax 1814,
WOLLONGONG
N.5.W 2500 .
AUSTRALIA.

.
Ak

Dear Mr Sbwddk ».Rudmj.

Thank you far your letter ranuestlng informstion on
ANZAF :npn:ts nf WFO sightings.

I hava ancinaud 6 réport mede public by this office in
January 19?9 ragnrding the Kaikoura slightings.

.- I uill paimt out though that the RNIZAF do not normally
! , undertake detailsd invastigations into UFO sightings and the
above investigation wes an isclated instance.

. . i
£ R !

i it Yours Paithfully,

I} r,

{(A. C. Kerr)
: Sexgeant
; RNZAF Public Relations

Enclosurs
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23 March 1981

fir Briasn H, Mackrall
16 Sutherland Crescent
PALMERSTON NORTH

Daar Sir,

Thank you for your lasttar of 10 March in which you asked
to purchase a full copy of ths RNZAF report on ths 1979 Clarence
River Kaikoura UF0Q sightings.

The RNIAF report into those sightings was not made public.
Howaver a statement was isauad to the medis at the time of
completion of the report and that statement contains the relevant
pointe of the report. A copy of that media statement is snclozed.
There i9 no charge. -

We do nat have files on UF0 encountars,

I thank you for your intersst.

Yours faithfully,

(v DQJ_)

Squadron Leader .
Encl, RNZAF Public Ralnticng officer
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23 March 1981

Mr Briasn H, Mackrell
16 Sutherland Crescent
PALMERSTON NORTH

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of 10 March in which you asked
to purchasse @ full copy of the RNZAF report on tha 1979 Clarsncse
River Kaikours UFO sightings.

The RNZAF report into those sightings waes not made public,
However a statement was isesugd to the medie at the time of
compleation of the report and that statement contains the relevant
pointe of the report. AR copy of that media statement i{s snclosed.
There is no charga. .

Wa do not have files on UFDO encounters,

I thank you for your intersst,

Yours faithfully,

Hc a/%m)

Sgquadron Lesdor
Encl. RNZAF Public Relatiang 0fficer



16 Sutherland Crescent
Palmerston Horth
f") 10 March 1981

Chief of Air Staff
(Public Relations)
RNZAT

Dear Sir,

thank you for your letter of 4 February re my inguiry on UFO sighting of Septer
ber, 1969.

Would it be possible for me to purchase a copy of the full RNZAF report on ths
1979 Clarence River/Kaikoura UFO sightings? Has the RNZAF files on UFO encounters by
its pilots and would this be made available to a serious researcher of the subject?

Yfours sincerely,

Bran M- Mocketl

Brian H. Mackrell.

<<\“’<°
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| 16 Sutherland (Crescent
w—~) ) . Palmerston North
- 13 January 1981

T0: The Director
Service Intelligence

Ministry of Defence DR EEDF |
Private Bag REENCE AT
Wellington e
ZIFERIDES
Sho iy
1969 UFQ RADAR-VISUAL REPORT
Dear Sir,

according to a NZPA report of September 23, 1969 a UFO was radar-iracked
and sighted by two Straits Air Freight Express pilots (Captain R, Cullum & Qfficer
N. Faircloth) in the Wellington-Cook Strait-Cape Campbell region on the evening of
September 4, 1969. The report states; " Air Force authorities are now awaiting
reports from both pilots.”
T am interested in obtaining copies of any reports keld by your department on the
above. T will be pleased to pay any search/copy fees involved,
This 1969 incident is very similar to the 1978-79 Kaikoura UFO affair and 1 would
like to make detailed comparisons of same in connection with a natural phenomenon
UFO explanation postulated by Canadian scientists.

Yours faithfully,
&g;ég>,~ /0&. ‘7W\A$cA;14/£}“

Brian H, Mackrell.
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4 February 1981

" My Brian H, Magkrall
16 Sutherland Crasgent
PALMERSTON NORYH

Dear Sir,

‘ Thank you Tor your letisr of 13 January sssking coplas

of reports of s UFD eighted in Saptember, 1969 by tue

Safe Air pllote,

. The RANZAF, contrary to prees reports,; did not investigate
thet eighting. '

) The RNZAF doese not nnrmally undertaske detailed
iavastigeations in UFG slightings., The 1979 investiguation
'intg the Llspenee River/Katkoure sightings wes en izolated

nERtansy.,

I ragret that I cannot be of more essistance to you,

Yours faithfully,

(Cﬁz}

Sguedron Leader
RNZAF Public Relations Officer
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