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Registered File Disposal Form

MOD Form 262F

(?o(.\.u.\

(Revised 10/97)
FILE TITLE: (Mam Headmg Secondary Heading - Tertiary Heading atc) Reference:

(Prefix and Number):

/s {Ag) bt / |

Part: _A

I Date of last anclosure:

PROTECTIVE MARKING (including caveats & dssc L
l TNCICReSIREsarAL

} | Date closed:

- 4%

PART 1. DISPOSAL SCHEDULE RECOMMENDATION FOR CS{RM) USE ONLY
{To be completed when the file is closed) v
Destroy after years D l | | 1 I |

* Date of 1st review Date of 2nd review Forward Destruction Date
Forward 1o CS(AM) after__ V) years IZ]
r&’/‘r‘. o Reviewer's Reviewer's

No recommendation D i i

PART 2. BRANCH REVIEW
{To be completed not later than 4 years after the date of the last enciosure)
{Delete as appropriate) v
a.  Of no further adminisirative value and not worthy of permanent preservation. DESTROY IMMEDIATELY (Remember that TOP SECRET D
and Codeword material cannot be destroyed locally and must be forwarded to CS{RM)).
b. () Tobe refained for years (from date of last enclosure) for the following reason(s):

v v
LEGAL D DEFENGE POLICY + OPERATIONS D
CONTRACTUAL D ORIGINAL COMMITTEE PAPERS D
FINANCE/AUDIT D MAJOR EQUIPMENT PROJECT D [ ]
DIRECTORATE POLICY D OTHER (Specily) D
PPQ =100

(Continued overieaf)



(i} Key enclosures which support the recommendation are:

Destroyed [:]

Cansidered by CS(RM) for
permanent presarvation I:]

{illy Atthe end of the specified retention period the file is to be:
v

€. Of no further administrative value bul worthy of consideration by CS(RM) for permanent preservation. B

(<

PART 3. BRANCH REVIEWING OFFICER

Name:

(Block Capitals)
Grade/Rank: Date:
{Not below HEO/equivalent)

Branch Title and Full Address:

Tel No:

PART 4 DESTAUCTION CERTIFICATE
It is certified that the specitied file has been destroyed.

Name:

{Block Capitals)

Grade/Rank: Date:

Witnessed by (TOP SECRET" and SECRET only)

Narme:

{Block Capitals)

Grade/Rank: Date:

*(FOR CS(RM) USE ONLY)

Produced by Ministry of Defence, CS (Pr} 2. Tel. 0117 9376256
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LOOSE MINUTE
D/Sec(AS)/64/1

8 January 1997

mraes: ()

Copy to:
APS/US of $

RP(Air)2c
DOR(Air)
DAO/AOAD1
DPO(P&P)

DAY MIRROR E ON POSSIBLE ' IRCRAFT

1. Further to our telephone conversation today, I enclose a note
from APS/US of S covering a press cutting from the 5 January
edition of the Sunday Mirror alleging that the UK is developing a
Stealth aircraft. US of S has requested background information on
the article. ,

2. The note was sent to Sec(AS) because of our involvement in UFO/
Air defence matters. However, US of 8's office subsequently
confirmed that the Minister's main interest is in the existence or
otherwise of a UK Stealth project and whether test flights are
being conducted. I should therefore be grateful if you could
provide the briefing requested.

3. Given this branch's involvement in UFO matters, and that trial
flights of a Stealth aircraft might account for some of the UFO
sightings reported to us, we would be interested in seeing a copy
of your advice to US of 8. We would not, of course, use this
information in public correspondence.

UN Res#=$@#p |IED
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PARLIAMENTARY UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR DEFENCE

LOOSE MINUTE
D/USofS/FH/19/2/0 @
7 January 1997

Sec(AS)2

SUNDAY MIRROR ARTICLE S5 JANUARY 1997 - IS THIS BRITAIN'S TOP
SECRET £100m PLANE?

1. Lord Howe has seen the above article (copy attached) and has
requested background information on the allegations made.

APS/USo
MB6215
USOfS/APS( wen 40

€D

Recycled Paper



Sunday Mirror
Sth January 1997

IS THIS BRITAIN'S

TOP SECRET

£100m PLANE?

By ALAN RIMMER 27

A MYSTERIOUS
triangular-shaped
object shoots silently
through the winter sky
over Britain.

This remarkable picture,
taken by a landscape
photographer. is being
treated by UFO experts as
proof that Britain is secretly
developing a Stealth-type
warplane that is light years
ahead of the opposition.

~The strange thing was that the
object. whatever 1t was. made
absolutely no sound.” said the
startled photographer who was
taking shots of snow scenes on the
Lancashire moors, near the
Winter Hill TV transmitter.

He does not want to be named,
but he added: “It was a clear, still
day and if it was a conventjonal
aireraft I would have heard 1t."

The Stealth sci-fi aircraft take
their name from their ability to
evade enemy radar. Americans
used them in the Gulf War to
avoid Iraqi air-defence systems.

Invisible

The Lancashire photographer
noticed a slight movement in his
viewfinder as he snapped snow
acenes. He said: “I looked up but
there was nothing there. I didn't
think anything of it antil ¥ got
home and developed Lhe film.

“Thare, in the centre of ths
picture was a small silver
triangle.

“At first I thought it might just
be a fault on the photo. But when
I examined the negative, every-
thing was fine.”

The photographer passed his
remarkable picture on to UFO
experts who claim it is the world's
first picture of a top secret British

plane codenamed HALO (High
Altitude, Low Observable).

Its existence is denied by the
Government. For as designers
discover new methods of making

RIDDLE: UFO over the moors

aircraft invisible to enery radars,
80 alr-defence engineers must
develop secret new ways of
detecting planes.

UFO expert Mark McAndrew
has no doubts. He said: “Thisisa
very important photograph. As
far as we are concerned, it’s proof
that the Britigh are developing a
Btealth-type aircraft which
makes the American version loc«k
like an Airfix kit. -

“In the last few months
hundreds of triangle-shaped UFOs
have been reported all over the
country, especially along the
Lan ire coast and in the North
West.

“Byewitnesses have told of a__

EVASIVE: Stealth could beat radar

silvery triangle-shaped objcct
about 30ft long. with no wings o1
visible engines Others have
spoken of the object being
escorted by two Tornado jets

“The object flies like no cthet
aircraft we have ever heard of
It stops in the sky. hovers. ther
shoots off at an amazingly high
=peed *

A key feature of Stealth air-
craft are trangular surfaces
Radar beams striking the planc
are not deflected enocuxh to
register on radar screens
Stealth plase also give off %ills
infra-red heat energy

Defence sources say that
although America was first with
Stealth craft. Britain is
developing something that will be
generations more advanced.

It is thought that Stealth
planes will be able to fly at
3.000mph — which would enable
them to fly from America to
Britain’in one hour.

Spent

Mr McAndrew said he believed
the new aircraft was remote
controlled and was being
developed at the nearby British
Aerospace factory at Warton,
Lancashire.

Details of the HATQ project are
listed in the respected
publication, Jane's Military
Aircraft,

It talks of £100 million being
spent on Stealth aircraft
development, and adds: “British
Aerospace are Vernrnent
go-ahead for Stealth
demonstration in 1997. Production
aircraft then to be available in
2013 with international
collaboration likely.”

A Ministry of Defence
spokesman yesterday officially
denied existence of the HALO
project, saying: “We don’t know
of any project by that name *

An official at British
Aerospace said” “Stlver,
triangle obyed” Sorry. not one
of ours.’

i



UNCLASSIFIED
D/DI55/108/15

3 January 1997

Sec(As)2al

Reference: G::]

A. D/Sec(AS)/64/1 dated 18 Dec 96.

1. You posed several questions in the Reference.

2. Although I could not remember any briefings by US agencies
during my considerable tenure in this office a search of all
existing UAP files showed no record of any meetings/briefings
with the CIA, or any other agency. Similarly we have no data on
the al%eged "Roswell Incident" or any "crashed UFO incidents in
the UK". o

3. In short DI 55 has no records of any UAP/UFO "crashes" in
either the UK or US and have never, a far as we can tell from
existing files, received and briefs from any US agencies,
including the CIA.

Wing Commander
DI5S5c¢

OWOB 277 _on@

UNCLASSIFIED

7 DEFENCE
(AS) 2
| -8 . 1587

{FLE_ G4l
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LOOSE MINUTE

REDACT @B NAL DOCUMENT
18 Dec 96 .
DISS5c

PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE — INTELLIGENCE BRIEFINGS

1. I have received the attached letter from a regular
correspondent of Sec(AS). The correspondent, M
is asking whether the CIA or any other United '3 es intelligence

branch gave the UK MOD a briefing in 1989 about the alleged events
at Roswell, New Mexico, in 1947. .

2. our public line about Roswell as you know is that events
which occurred in the United States in 1947 are not matters on
which it would be appropriate for the British Government to
comment upon and are for the US Government to address.

3. Although it seems unlikely to me, I should be grateful if you
would advise whether such a briefing, or anything loosely
connected related, was given to the Department by US intelligence

authorities.
4. I should be most grateful for advice by 10 Jan 97 if at all
possible.

Sec(AS)2al
MB8245 82140MB

Enc.
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Wed 27 Nov, 1996 11:38 mailbox standard Page 1
DATE FROM SUBJECT
27/11/96 Hd of CS(RM)1 UFO DATABASE
Intended:
Sent: 27/11/96 at 11:24 Delivered: 27/11/96 at 11:28
To: SEC(AS)2A (2)
CC: ~
Ref: 152
From: Hd of CS(RM)1 Auth by:

Subject: UFO DATABASE

e ~ET e be released. The attached covers releases up to
2003, Please note a number of recently reviewed files are still
to be assigned piece numbers, and it is always possible other
files may belatedly "come thr 1e system” and have an
earlier release date. Regardsw 1 40

Text: oW weeks ago you asked for an update on files released
e

Priority: Normal SEE PAGE Attachments [ 1]
Reply Request [ ] View Acknowledge [*] Codes [ ]

o

—




ufodata
TOP ENCLOSURE

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS — FILES PRESERVED IN THE PUBLIC RECORD
OFFICE TOGETHER WITH SCHEDULED RELEASE DATES — AS AT 27 NQVEMBER
1996

Already open - 10

To be released:

1997 - 2
1998 - 10
1999 - 14
2000 - 13
2001 - 11
2002 -~ - 2
2003 - 13
Total - 75

AIR 2

16918 1961-63 UFQ's: sightings; reports AF/X59/64
by members of the public Pt 5

[Open - Note file originally released in a sanitised
form. Extracts now due for release]

17318 1963 ditto AF/X59/64
Pt 6

[Open — Note file originally released in a sanitised
form. Extracts now due for release]

17526 1964 UFO files AF/X59/64
Pt 7

[Open — Note file originally released in a sanitised
form. Extracts now due for release]

17527 1965 ditto AF/X59/64
Pt 8

[To be released 1996]

17982 1965-66 ditto AF/X59 /64
Pt 9

[To be released 1997]

17983 1966 ditto AF/X59/64
Pt 10

[To be released 1997]

17984 1966-67 ditto AF/X59/64



18115

18116

18117

18183

18564

18565

TBA

AIR 16

1199

AIR 20

7390

9320

9321

[To be released 1998]

1967 Unidentified flying objects:
reports

[To be released 1998]

1967 ditto

[To be released 1998]

1967-68 ditto

[To be released 1999]

1968-69 Unidentified flying objects

[{To be released 2000]

1957-71 UFO Reports: West Freugh 1957

[To be released 2002]
1970-71 UFO Reports
[To be released 2002]
April 1972 UFO's

[Awaiting allocation of piece no.
To be released 2003]

1952 Sept Flying saucers: occurrence
reports: service personnel
at Topcliffe station, Thirsk
and local public sector

[Open]

1950-54 Unidentified aircraft
(flying objects): reports

[Open]

1957 Parliamentary question on
UFO's

[Open]

1957 ditto

Pt 11

AF/CX38/67
Pt 1

AF/CX38/67
Pt 2

AF/CX38/67
Pt 3

AF/7463/72
Pt 2

10/45/120

IIH1/188/1/17

1I/127/3/48

MR 008614/193

MR 008614/213



9322

9994

11612

11694

11695

11696

11887

11888

11889

11890

11891

11892

11893

11894

[Open]

1957 ditto

[Open]

1953-57 Reports on aerial
phenomena

[Open]

1967-68 Unidentified flying objects

[To be released 1999]
1968 Jan ditto
[To be released 1999]
1968 Feb ditto
[To be released 1999]
1968 Dec ditto
[To be released 1999]
1967 Aug ditto
[To be released 1998]
1967 Sept ditto
[To be released 1998]
1967 Oct ditto
[To be released 1998]
1967 Oct ditto
[To be released 1998]
1967 Nov ditto
[To be released 1998]
1967 Nov ditto
[To be released 1998]
1967 Dec ditto
[To be released 1998]
1968 Mar ditto

[To be released 1999]

MR 008614/220

11H/273/10/4

MR 073414

AF/S4f(Rir)512

AF/S4f(Rir)513

AF/S4f (Rir)523

AF/S4f (Air)507

AF/S4f(Air)508

AF/84f(Air)509

AF/S4f (Rir)509

AF/S4f (Air)510

AF/S4f(Bir)510

AF/S4£(Air)511

AF/S4f(Rir)514



11895

11896

11897

11898

11899

11900

11901

11902

12055

12056

12057

12058

12059

12060

12061

1968 Apr

[To be released
1968 May

[To be released
1968 Jun

[To be released
1968 Jul

[To be released
1968 Aug

[To be released
1968 Sept

[To be released
1968 Oct

[To be released
1968 Nov

[To be released
1969 Jan

[To be released
1969 Feb

[To be released
1969 Mar

{To be released
1969 Apr

[To be released
1969 May

[To be released
1969 Jun

[To be released
1969 Jul

[To be released

ditto
1999]
ditto
1999]
ditto
1999]
ditto
1999]
ditto
1999]
ditto
1999}
ditto
1999)
ditto
1999]
ditto
2000]
ditto
2000]
ditto
2000]
ditto
2000]
ditto
2000]
ditto
2000]
ditto

2000]

AF/S4£(Air)515

AF/S4f(Air)516

AF/S4f(Rir)517

AF/S4f(Air)518

AF/S4f(Air)519

AF/S4£(Air)520

AF/S4f(Air)521

AF/S4f(Air)522

AF/S4f(Air)524

AF/S4f(Air)525

AF/S4f(Air)526

AF/S4f (Rir)527

AF/S4f(Air)528

AF/S4f(Air)529

AF/84f(Air)530



12069

12063

12064

12065

12066

12067

12297

12298

12299

12300

12301

12302

12303

1969 Aug
[To be released
1969 Sept
[To be released
1969 Oct
[To be released
1969 Nov
[To be released
1969 Dec
[To be released
1970 Jan
[To be released

1970 Feb

[To be released

1970 Mar

[To be released

1970 Apr

[To be released

1970 May

[To be released

1970 June

[To be released

1970 July

[To be released

1970 Aug

{To be released

ditto
2000]
- ditto
2000]
ditto
2000]
ditto
2000]
ditto
2000]
ditto
2001}

ditto

2001]

ditto

2001]

ditto

2001]

ditto

2001]

ditto

2001]

ditto

2001]

ditto

20011

AF/S4f(Air)531

AF/S4f(Air)532

AF/S4f(Air)533

AF/S4f£(Air)534

AF/S4f(Air)535

AF/S4f(Air)536

AF/S4f(AIR)537
ID/48/94

AF/S4f(RIR)538
ID/48/95

AF/S4f(AIR)539
1D/48/96

AF/S4f (AIR)540
1D/48/97

AF/S4f (AIR)541
1D/48/98

AF/S4f (AIR)542
1D/48/99

AF/S4f(AIR)543
ID/48/100



12304 1970

Sept

ditto

[To be released 2001]

12305 1970

Oct

ditto

[To be released 2001]

12306 1970

Nov

ditto

[To be released 2061]

AF/S4f(RIR)544
1D/48/101

AF/S4f(AIR)545
ID/48/102

AF/S4f(AIR)546
ID/48/103

THE FOLLOWING FILES ARE AWAITING ASSIGNMENT TO AIR 20

1971~

1972
1972
1972
1972
1972
1972
1972
1972
1972
1972
1972

72
Jan
Feb
March
May
June
July
Aug
Sept
Oct
Nov
Dec

UFO reports
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto

ID/47/274 Pt 4
ID/48/117
ID/48/118
ID/48/119
ID/48/121
ID/48/122
ID/48/123
ID/48/124
ID/48/125
ID/48/126
ID/48/127
ID/48/128

[File for April 1972 missing. All other files due for
release 2003]
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LOOSE MINUTE M
D/DAO/1/13
Nov 96
Sec{AS)2al
UNUSUAL _AIR PHENOMENON - OCT 96 5
f’““' -
References: i : i
] - p
A. D/Sec(AS)/64/1 dated 5 Nov 96. ' ¥
B. D/DAO/1/13 dated 7 Oct 96. ;‘i'E‘“‘(o {
C. D/DAO/1/13 dated 13 Nov 96. T q- i
1. At Reference A, you forwarded a minute from DIS55c concerning

the unusual air phenomenon observed on 5 Oct 96, where the author
applied his own logic to an early report on the incident at
Reference B and provided his own personal observations.

2.

Much ink has already flowed on the events of the 5 Oct 96 and

the answers to DI55¢'s comments can all be found in the detailed
report at Reference C, however, I have extracted relevant notes
below in response to his specific points.

a. Para 2a. The Royal Greenwich Observatory states that
“when a bright star or planet is low down in the sky (even to
elevation 200), it is quite common for it to show colours,
which are often described as flashing or rotating'. I do not
put much store by many of the estimates of elevation provided
by the observers; the more reliable Skegness video and the MV
CONOCOAST observations put the lights at 15-200 elevation.
Most significantly, the original observer watched the lights
all night and saw them become higher, dimmer and whiter until
“it (became) obvious that it was just a star!'.

b. Para 2b. The plot over Boston was only observed on one
radar and its characteristics confirm beyond reasonable doubt
that it was a permanent echo. It cannot be positively stated
that the “Boston Stump' (the 273ft spire of St Botolph's
church) was the cause without conducting further detailed
technical study, however, as the highest local physical
feature in the area. I can positively state that this theory
is highly probably.

c. Para 2c. Many of the “reported facts' have since proved
unreliable and a probable source of the lights has been
provided by the Royal Greenwich Observatory as the planet
Venus. There was no sign of air movements or military
exercises in the area and there was no evidence of
unidentified air activity on any radar, air defence or civil;
the separate stationary lights were not suspicious in nature
or of significance to air or maritime safety and are judged



3.

to have been some form of natural phenomenon of no air
defence, air or even maritime concern. All the elevation
data on the lights, reliable or otherwise, confirms that, had
the lights been associated with a normal flying object, it
would have been within the coverage of at least 4 separate
radar heads unless advanced stealth or other technology was
being applied to remain electronically invisible; if a
penetrating aircraft or device was so equipped, however,
logic suggests that its crew would not have been so negligent
as to have left the lights switched on.

You may wish to send DI55c the attached copy of the Skegness

video; perhaps DIS can shed some "light' on the subject!

Wg Cdr
ADGE 1

fn5227 [ 40
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LOOSE MINUTE Ju Mf?ff’
D/Sec(AS)/64/1

26 Nov 96

DI55¢

UNUSUAL AIR PHENOMENON - 5 OCT 96

Reference: D/DI55/108/15 dated 1 Nov 96.

1. At Reference you forwarded your personal observations in

respect of early reports of the unusual aerial activity which was
seen during the early hours of 5 October in the area of The Wash.

2. You may be interested to know that following a Parliamentary
Enqulry received from Martin Redmond MP about these events, DAO's
organlsatlon undertook a very thorough investigation including
interviewing key witnesses. This investigation was only
considered necessary in view of Mr Redmond's serious allegations
about the effectiveness of our Alr Defence systems. In respect of
the three points you specifically make at reference you may be
interested in the following comments:

a. Para 2a. The Royal Greenwich Observatory states that
'when a brlght star or planet is low down in the sky (even to
elevation 200), it is quite common for it to show colours,
which are often described as flashing or rotating'. DAO
staff do not put much store by many of the estimates of
elevation provided by the observers; the more reliable
Skegness video and the MV CONOCOAST 6a maritime vessel)
observations put the lights at 15-20V elevation. Most
significantly, the original observer watched the lights all
night and saw them become hlgher, dimmer and whiter until 'it
(became) obvious that it was just a star’

b. Para 2b. The plot over Boston was only observed on one
radar and its characteristics confirm beyond reasonable doubt
that it was a permanent echo. It cannot be positively stated
that the 'Boston Stump' (the 273ft spire of St Botolph's
church) was the cause without conducting further detailed
technical study, however, as the highest local physical
feature in the area. DAO staff believe that this theory is
highly probably.

c. Para 2c¢. Many of the 'reported facts' have since proved
unreliable and a probable source of the lights has been
provided by the Royal Greenwich Observatory as the planet
Venus which apparently had been exceptlonally bright during
the week in questlon. There was no sign of air movements or
military exercises in the area and there was no evidence of
unidentified air activity on any radar, air defence or civil;
1

UNeB$TRR84F |[ED



3.

UNGE#GSIHIED

the separate stationary lights were not suspicious in nature
or of significance to air or maritime safety and are judged
to have been some form of natural phenomenon of no air
defence, air or even maritime concern. All the elevation
data on the lights, reliable or otherwise, confirms that, had
the lights been associated with a normal flying object, it
would have been within the coverage of at least four separate
radar heads unless advanced stealth or other technology was
being applied to remain electronically invisible; if a
penetrating aircraft or device was so equipped, however,
logic suggests that its crew would not have been so negligent
as to have left the lights switched on.

As requested I forward a copy of the video footage taken by

the Skegness Police. I hope this is helpful.

Enc.

Sec(AS)2al
MB8245 82140MB

UNGlex&SHEdED|



MOD RECORDS ORGANISATION

To:._ Division /Branch. SEL(AS) 2.4..
RefNo

RECORD REQUISITIONED FROM THE PRO

1. The enclosed record(s), as listed at para 3. have becn requisitioned at yopur request from the Public Record Office. They are not
to be mutilated, altered, annotated or added (0 any way and on no account be passed toany other authority except via the
undermentioned Record Organisation Branch. The record(s) must be returned complete to this branch b y

2. You will be held personally responsible for this material while it is on charge to you and accountable for any breach of the
above instructions in regard to it.

3. PRO Class/Piece Number,
a\AfR 2’[7@32,

b).ﬁf.@..&//.,ﬁ.ﬂf{

<)

d)

4 Please complete, detach and return the form of receipt below immediately.

fehonad o

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

CS(RM) @) on
Si ROOM (8a

ADASTRAL HOUSE 26 Nov 9

LONDON WC1X 8RU

Date 4/1//7@

0171 305 7011

To CS(RM)



MOD INTE "UFO" SIGHTINGS

The Ministry of Defence has no interest, expertise or role with
respect to "UFO/flying saucer" matters, or the question of the
existence or otherwise of extraterrestrial lifeforms about which
we remain open-minded. To date, however, we remain unaware of any
evidence which proves that these phenomena exist.

The Ministry of Defence examines any reports of "UFO" sightings it
receives solely to establish whether what was seen might have some
defence significance; namely is there any evidence that the UK Air
Defence Region might have been compromised by a foreign hostile
military aircraft.

The reports are examined, with the assistance of the Department's
air defence experts as required. Unless there is evidence of a
potential military threat, and to date no "UFO" sighting has
revealed such evidence, we do not attempt to identify the precise
nature of each sighting reported to us. We could not justify
expenditure of public funds on investigations which go beyond our
specific defence remit. Wé believe that rational explanations
could be found for the "UFO" sightings reported to the MOD if
resources were devoted to so doing. From the types of
descriptions we receive aircraft or natural phenomena probably
account for most of the observations.
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Dear Sir / Madam

This is an unusua) request. 1 am inquiring if the MOD has
‘any plans to deal with an alien auack or visiration.

The scenario would be: alien craft hover over the carth long
enough 1o be extensively filmed, photographed and
authenticated as not of this world,

They cither make contact or attack. What would. the MOD
do? ‘ :

T realise for reasons of security you will not be able to go
into dewail but even il you could confirm or deny that the
MOD has plans for such an eventualily,
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To: MOD Press Office
FAQ: Press
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D/Sec(AS)/64/1

31 Oct 96
@ I N TE
STANDARD REPLIES TO UFQ ILETT OM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
1. Head of Sec(AS) has instructed Sec(AS)2a that whereever

possible we should aim to reply to as many letters from the public
as we can with a two para response which gives a short statement
of the MOD's interest in this subject only. Clearly judgement
will need to be exercised to ensure that we do not breach the
terms of the Open Government initiative. However, Open Government
relates to our defence remit and much of the "UFO" subject falls
outside our defence remit. I shall draft a suitable template
shortly.

2. We have also been instructed that from now on we should not
give details of "UFO" organisations out to members of the public.
They should be advised to look through the range of "UFO"
magazines on sale at newsagents which contain details of a variety
of "UFO" organisations which have sprung up over the last few
years. No recommendations should be given. We know nothing about
any of them anyway, but we must not be seen to be steering people
in the direct of any particular organisation.
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BOSTON IGHTINGS — EARI, R, F_SAT T @

All available sources of information have been examined and we are
satisfied that the sightings were not of air defence significance.
We are content that there was no associated threat to UK airspace.

IF PRESSED:
THE RADAR RETURNS

The radar returns have been assessed and were almost certainly

caused by a permanent geographical feature (St Botolph's church
spire in Boston, 273ft). The church spire is known in aviation
circles as the 'Boston Stump' and appears occasionally on some

radars in certain radar propagation conditions.

IN THE WASH ARE

The lights in The Wash area were observed from three separate
locations high above the horizon and in the same general
direction, but without corroborating radar data. No associated
air vehicle was detected by civil or military radars. This
suggests a distant celestial source.

There were no corroborating radar returns for the visual
sightings.
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e writer end investigator compiling reports of UFO's,

pitind out a lithe more about an incident in the vicinity of The
y ttight 4/10 or Saturday moming 5/10.

1 bave receiverd many other reports of strange lights and other phenomena
ight,| and would be keen to learn as much as poesihle about
y there might have seen or heard.

m contucted by anybody else regarding this? Is there an
ent you are prepared to give?
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D/Sec(AS)/64/1
25th September 1996

AFDO
Copy to:

ADGEl
DISSC

REPORTING OF UFOS

1. Thank you for your minute of 19th September (AFDO/1/3/1) about
the reporting of 'UFOs'.

2. The Department's interest in 'UFO sightings' is one of air
defence, namely, whether there is any evidence in a sighting of a
breach of the UK air defences. Whilst this policy remains in
force Sec(AS)2, as the Air Staffs Secretariat, is required to
accept UFO reports from members of the public and to keep records
of all such reports where the witness is prepared to give his/her
name and contact details.

3. In looking at this issue it is important to remember that as
our declared interest is air defence, not ‘'flying saucer® related,
MOD must be seen to acknowledge at all times information provided
by members of the public about a sighting which might, in their
view, pose an air defence threat. We cannot expect the civil
police to decide what constitutes a potential threat nor who might
have information which the MOD might find of importance.

4. MOD and 0GDs have to deal with Parliamentary Questions about
UFOs and also receive a significant number of letters from MPs
acting on behalf of their constituents about this issue. MOD
Ministers are required to respond to such inquiries and, in order
to staff these properly, Sec(AS)2 must have full and accurate
records of all reports made to the Department, however misguided
we might, at times, feel the informant to be.

5. It is simply not possible for Sec(AS)2 to provide round the
clock cover to respond to calls from members of the public about
low flying and UFOs and, as you know, out of hours this is done on
our behalf by the DCMC. However, I am unable to gauge the scale
of your own concerns about the number and content of the calls you
receive since, by your own admission, you do not report all of the
details on to us. For the last six months we have on record that
only 14 reports were forwarded to us by the DCMC. If you maintain
a logbook of all calls received it would be helpful to know the
details of all of those relating to UFOs which were not turned
into reports for, say, the last six months. From this we shall be
able to complete our records and assess by how much public
interest is increasing.



6. once we have this sort of information we shall be better able
to look again at MOD policy on the handling of calls from the
public about UFO sightings. I should be grateful for your

assistanee.
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REPORTING OF UFOS

19 Sep 96

Reference: AFDO SOP 502

1. You will be aware that agreement has now been reached on the
future of the single service ops rooms, and that the 5 AFDOs will
transfer to the Central Duty staffs - under DCDS(Cts) - at some
point this Autumn. It may, therefore, be an appropriate juncture
at which to consider your reporting posture for UFOs.

L2, In my experience of receiving these types of reports, many
(arguably most) are transparently timewasting from the outset and
I do not believe that we collectively have ever taken any serious
action on them; frankly, some of those I have received are not
worth the telephone call involved and are not passed on to you via
formal report the following morning. Most importantly, however,
is the worrying notion that our telephone number seems to be
freely given by the police to anyone, at any hour of the day or
night, without any preliminary screening of callers. This is
especially irritating when one has just received the third
consecutive call from the same persistent ‘'reporter' within 45
minutes, between midnight - lam !

3. I would suggest that, taken in the round, this topic could be
shelved and perhaps handled by one of the many UK 'UFO' bodies. I,
for one , have a strong feeling that the AFDO has more relevant
matters to deal with, and this will become even more pronounced in
the near future when we are 'trans—muted' into CDS-Duty staff.

AFDO
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE DCM““R/-JBn 40
SEC (AS) 2
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LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(AS)/64/1
7 Bug 96 i
e, - B
D INE - T FOR STATE ON MOD INTERE
" " _SIGHTIN
1. The attached letter was sent to CDS, requesting a photo of

CDS and a quote from him on the "UFQO" phenomenon. Not
unsurprisingly this has, quick as a flash, been passed to this
office to deal with!

2. As usual, I should be grateful if the attached statement
could be sent out through you in the customary manner.

3. If you have any queries, please give me a call. Thanks.

Sec(AS)2al
MB8245 82140MB
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D INTEREST IN "UFQ" SIGHTINGS

The Ministry of Defence has no interest, expertise or role with
respect to "UFO/flying saucer® matters, or the question of the
existence or otherwise of extraterrestrial lifeforms about which
we remain open-minded. To date, however, we remain unaware of any
evidence which proves that these phenomena exist.

The Ministry of Defence examines any reports of "UFO" sightings it
receives solely to establish whether what was seen might have some
defence significance; namely is there any evidence that the UK Air
Defence Region might have been compromised by a foreign hostile
military aircraft?

The reports are examined, with the assistance of the Department's
air defence experts as required. Unless there is evidence of a
potential military threat, and to date no "UFO" sighting has
revealed such evidence, we do not attempt to identify the precise
nature of each sighting reported to us. We could not justify
expenditure of public funds on investigations which go beyond our
specific defence remit. We believe that rational explanations
could be found for the "UFO" sightings reported to the MOD if
resources were devoted to so doing. From the types of
descriptions we receive aircraft or natural phenomena probably
account for most of the observations.
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August 3, 1986

Field Marshal Sir Peter Inge, QCB, ADCGen
Chief of the Defence Staff

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Main Building

Whitehall

LONDON

SW1A 2HB

oy 7

I'm writing a carefully researched feature about UFQ's for a future issue of my son's
magazine, the downlow, and it crossed my mind that you, in your official capacity of being
responsible for our nation's defence, may have an opinion on the subject which could be
shared with our readership.

As you will be well aware, many UFO-ologists believe these 'things' are of extra-terrestrial
origin, manned and operated by aliens, and that UK and US authorities are purposely
keeping this knowledge secret for fear that the public would go berserk if they were told
the truth. *

Mn, and t would be most grateful if you were to give us a quotable quote for
rtic you do, may we please also have a photograph of yourself which we could
publish?

For your information, the downlow is a small circulation magazine produced by a multi-
racial team of young people (average age 22) who began it while they were in the 6th
form. None earns a living from the magazine. Yet. Each contributes their skills simply to
broaden their experience of the world of publishing.

The next issue, out on September 4, will have a print-run of 10,000 and these copies will
be distributed by Time Qut.

If there's any more you would like to know about the magazine, please contact me. | hope
to hear from you.

-

Editorial Advisor

" editor mlo&@ducﬂons
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7 Aug 96

Sec(AS)ab
Sec(AS)a

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS — POLICY

1. Following the rush of PQs generated by the publication of Mr
Pope's book, Head of Sec(AS) expressed his wish that we instigate
a formal procedure for logging the actions taken with respect to
each UFQ sighting report received by the Department. This was
intended to ensure that a written record of any action taken is
instantly available in future should we be required to respond to
PQs or PEs.

2. We briefly discussed the resource implications of undertaking
a formal procedure in respect of each of the 300 odd reports we
receive annually. I expressed my concern that a closer
examination of the Department's policy in general is required, to
establish exactly what our role is and what we are under remit to
do with the reports we receive. I undertook to put together a few
bullet points briefly setting out how matters are currently
handled and my general thoughts on where we ought to be heading.
This I attach.

Enc.
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FOs — MOD AND SEC(A ROLE 'qB

Present Position @

MOD policy is to examine and determine air defence
significance of reported UFO sightings.

Sec(AS)2a role is to act as MOD focal point for:

- MOD Policy

- UFO reports

-- Parliamentary and Ministerial Business

——  Public correspondence and telephone enguiries

Press Office deals with enquiries from media, based on advice
from Sec(AS).

DAO/GEl advise Sec(AS) on air defence aspects, DI55 advise on
technology aspects.

Defence Interest?

The DI55 remit is to look at sightings to
there is any technology operating in the [

intelligence perspective, we are not aware
evidence which supports the extraterrestr]

DAQ has no interest in extraterrestrial me
concentrate their efforts on conventional
defence threats).

Any extraterrestrial activity of defence ¢
ever occurred (whether military pilot repq
by air defence radar or early warning sys{
handled by the Air Defence organisation.
hear about it sometime after the event.

Possible defence interest might stem from
"credible witnesses", eg. professional ciy
the emergency services (police/fire), altl
currently no formal procedure for handling

- On the two occasions in the last two years that civil
pilots have made airmiss reports, they have been
investigated by CAA/MOD Joint Airmiss Working Groups.
I passed details to D Air Def/GE3 who confirmed that
they were not aware of any evidence of a matter of
defence concern associated with the sightings.

There is a public perception (fuelled by my predecessor's
book) that MOD has a UFO investigation office. This

1
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perception has significantly increased the number of UFO
reports from members of the public received by Sec(AS):

— 1994 250 repdrts
- 1995 373 reports
- 1996 250 (for the first half year)

- There are no resources to carry out any investigations to
find explanations for UFO reports from members of the public.
Sec(AS)2al is not resourced to provide an "aeronautical
identification service" for what are probably explainable
flying objects. Thus;iﬁstead JFesponses setting out MOD's role
and respon51b111t1es’}s sent by Sec(AS) to members of the
public who request & reply when they make their report, and
to all members of the public who write to the MOD. Numbers
of letters this subject has generated is as follows:

- 1994 399 letters
—-— 1995 303 letters
- 1996 273 (from Jan to Jul)

A significant proportion of the letters despatched are
. tailored to the specific queries raised by the correspondent .|V
> and-are not just a question of sticking an address anqd Jochor
signature block around totally standard lines. The d:op from
1994 toEAQQS heuﬁof ep because E—dg—aetpéeepaeeh—a “standard
letter” £o" &Y r of the public that report§’a “ro
51ght1ng as my—predecessor—did.
WO Ol Yo ol 'P'-“—\'\NS
Staff resources allocated the UFO subject are assessed as
being:

20% of EO's time per week.
33% of AO's time per week.

\°?av%5 veoxccm¥oxki§{
mannéd by 3 member

L e ‘e .
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more resources are devoted to handllng thls 1ssue —which as
far as, /lS not considered by anyoné within the

Department to be ef.g efence concern.

- MOD should confine its interest to those UFO reports which
are either internally generated (by air defence system) or
from gredible witnesses.

This

8gg§g§§u¥:géls\

///fi—’ Whether to establish a formal procedure - involving DAO
and DI55 — to assess defence significance of such
wﬁ§¢dbb - reports.
A7 okndts



As reports from the piblic are not investigated, MOD should
stop collecting them.
aecapls and
— The US DOD does not take UFO reports from the public, —it
uses the Internet to convey its position to the public.
MOD should co sider doing likewise (see attached). We
might P&Frafigé for a flyer to be produced similar to the
Low Flying leaflet, which could be despatched through
DPR's organisation.

- It is disingenuous to continue to take UFO reports from
the public if no investigation into the reports is to be
undertaken. It fuels the bellef that the MOD has a UFO
investigation department.

——— The argument that a member of the public might have
seen something which our air defence system has
missed (because the technology was too advanced for
our radar systems to detect) takes us no further.

(’7 If we were to then investigate such a report, by
doing as we currently do and seeking advice from
DAO/GEl, it would be unlikely that anything would
be revealed on the radar tapes.

Foxrvoers?
Organisational Impact of (Policy Issueg)

MOD's role would be reduced significantly, but more focused.

Sec(AS) would continue its focal point role -~ including
handling PQs/PEs — but focused solely on internally generated
{air defence) or "credible witness" reports which may have
gsome defence interest (currently amounting to a handful per
year).

-—  DAO and DI55 must be fully involved in this process.

- Sec(AS), DAO and DI55 would be involved in answering PQs
and PEs relating to such reports.

- Press Office would continue to handle any media
interest.

- We would need to refresh UFO reporting procedures for
the CRA/NATS (from professional pilots or ATCCs), and
the emergency services (police/fire etc).

- We would need to draw up a standard letter to the public
explaining why we no longer accept UFO reports from the
public and arrange for these to be despatched via DPR's
organisation (with the flyer if this idea is adopted).
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QS 6icd Flying Objects and Air Force Project Blue Book
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USAF Fact Sheet 95-03

Unidentified Flying Objects and Air Force Project Blue Book

From 1947 10 1969, the Air Force investigated Unidentified Flying Objects under Project Blue Book. The project,
headquartered at Wright-Patterson Air Force Bass, Ohio, was terminated Dec. 17, 1969, Of a total of 12,618 sightings
reported to Project Biue Book, 701 remained "unidentified.”

The decision to discontinye UFQ investigations was based on an evaluation of a report prepared by the University of
Colorado entitled, “Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects;" a review of the University of Colorado's report by the
National Academy of Sciencas; previous UFQ studies and Air Force experience investigating UFO reports during the 19408,
'50s and '60s.

As a result of these investigations, studies and experience gained from investigating UFO reports since 1948, the conclusions
of Project Blue Book wers: (1) no UFO reportad, investigated and evaluated by the Air Force was ever an indication of
threat to our national security; (2) there was no evidence submitted to or discovered by the Air Force that sightings
categorized as "unidentified" represented technological developments or principles beyond the range of modem scientific
imowledge; and (3) there was no evidence indicating that sightings categorized as "unidentified" were extraterrestrial
vehicles. :

With the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force regulation establishing and eontrolling the program for
investigating and apalyzing UFOs was rescinded. Documentation regarding the former Blue Book investigation was
permanently transferred to the Modem Military Branch, National Atchives and Records Service, Eighth Sireet and
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20408, and is available for public review and analysis.

Since the termination of Project Blue Book, nothing has occurred that would support a resumption of UFQ investigations by
ths Air Farce. Given the eurrent environment of steadily decreasing defense budgets, it is untikely the Air Force would
become involved in such a costly project in the foreseeable future.

There ars & number of universities and professional scientific organizations that have idered UFQ ph during
periodic meetings and seminars. A list of private organizations interested in aerial phenomena may be found in Gale's
Encyclopedia of Associations. Interest in and timely review of UFQ reports by private groups ensures that sound evidence is
not overlooked by the scientific community. Persons wishing to report UFO sightings should be advised to contact local law
enforcement agencies.

Point of Contact

News media raquiring Project Blue Book files should contact the National Archives Public Affairs Office, (202)-501-5525,
Public queries should be addressed to the Project Blue Book archivist at (202) 501-5385, For queries not related to Project
Blue Book, contact the National Archives receptionist at (202) 501-5400.

(Current as of June 1995)

keywords:special topics
{ArForce LINK Fact Skieet lndex|
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wntino fo you !‘rom Creative Independent, a production company
n.pre proﬂuqﬁmfor a 90 minute film documentary based on UFQ
mﬁuema sclence fiction is having on modem culture.

Mmfuf mw} entperts in their field to comment on their
thair popularity. As you deal with enquiries from

a‘-u_eged smngs of UFQ's for the Ministry of Defence, we
your opmlon in the documentary.

- to asoel’(am whether you can accomodate our
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L,OOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(AS)/64/1
31 Jul 96

|

1. I have received the attached self-explanatory fax. I said
that we would be able to provide mr.h a statement.

2. As usual, I should be grateful if this statement (along with
an attachment giving numbers of sightings reported to the MOD
since records were first kept) could be sent out through you.

3. If you have any queries, please give me a call. 6K Thanks.

ec (A a
MB8245 82140MB
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To: _ Secretariat (Air Staff) 2a, Ministry of Defence
From: [SySTPNST Jobn Brown Publishing v

Re: Possible article on UFO reports
Date:  30th July 1996
Pages: 2

pexr SRR O

Many thanks for your assistance on the telephone earlier today. To reiterate
my interest, I am doing some preliminary research for an article about UFO
sightings in the UK. The article brief is to investigate fifty recent UFO
sightings, where possible identifying the cause (kites, aircraft, Venus, etc.) but
I would like to include some material on how sightings are reported and
investigated, both by the MoD and less skeptical organizations such as
BUFORA. The article will be printed in a new magazine, ‘Bizarre’, which John
Brown Publishing will be launching in October.

Obviously you have to respect the privacy of those making the reports to
you, as weli,as the interests of national security and the OSA. Nevertheless,
any assistance you can give us would be very gratefully received.

On the phone, you mentioned the possibility of giving us a statement from
the MoD. In the context of this, I would be interested in some information
about:

The remit of the department and the scope of its activities;

Why the MoD is collecting information on UFQ sightings;

Why respousibility for such things is with the MoD and not, say, the
Meteorological Office or the Home Office.

I am also interested in information on:

How long the department has been in operation;

How members of the public hear about your department, so they know
where to send teports; '

How reports come to you from other sources;

How reports are processed, classified and investigated,;

How many reports can be discounted as natural phenomena.
{Obviously this doesn’t mean jot&esgg&‘%g fl ing sancers, it just means they're

The Boathouse, Crabtr¢e Lane. Futham, London SW6é 61U

Tok: (0471) 470 2405 Faxr (O171) 381 3920/610 193¢
Advervising Depr Fax: (0171) 381 6503

REGISTRATION NQ 2095838
VAT NO 444 2555 47
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still umidentified, and the article will take pains to point that out); .

How many people there are in the department;

How much of the department’s findings are made public, and where the
public can find more information on this. :

You also mentioned that you have received around 250 reports so far this
year. If you have figures, can you let me know how many sightings you have
received each year for the last five or six years? It might be interesting for
the article to correlate these figures against the appearance of popular
science-fiction/paranormal films or TV series such as the X-Files.

For illustrative purposes, it wounld be extremely useful to have a copy of one
of the forms which you use for collating data on a UFO report — whether
blank or completed. I'm sure my chances of getting any UFO photographs
for use with the article are less than zero.

And, to give the article a personal touch, it would be great to have a little
information on you as well: how long you have been in this department;
whether you believe in flying saucers; anything that can be used as a quote
from you. Of course this may be impossible or you may be unwilling to
reveal this, and I quite understand if that’s the case.

1 look forward to hearing from you. Many thanks in advance for your
assistance.

editor, Bizarre



s QR _JO. WN PUBLISHING
MOD INTEREST IN "UFO" SIGHTINGS

The Ministry of Defence has no interest, expertise or role with
respect to “UFO/flying saucer” matters, or the question of the
existence or otherwise of extraterrestrial lifeforms about which
we remain open-minded. To date, however, we remain unaware of any
evidence which proves that these phenomena exist.

The Ministry of Defence examines any reports of "UFO" sightings it
receives solely to establish whether what was seen might have some
defence significance; namely is there any evidence that the UK Air
Defence Region might have been compromised by a foreign hostile
military aircraft?

The reports are examined, with the assistance of the Department's
air defence experts as required. Unless there is evidence of a
potential military threat, and to date no "UFQ" sighting has
revealed such evidence, we do not attempt to identify the precise
nature of each sighting reported to us. We could not justify
expenditure of public funds on investigations which go beyond our
specific defence remit. We believe that rational explanations
could be found for the "UFO" sightings reported to the MOD if
resources were devoted to so doing. From the types of
descriptions we receive aircraft or natural phenomena probably
account for most of the observations.

"UFO" reports from members of the public are generally made to
police stations, RAF bases, and civil air traffic control centres.
The reports are forwarded to the MOD focal point to be looked at.
Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, the single service secretariat branch
which provides administrative support for RAF activities and
operations, is the nominated MOD focal point for the subject of
“UFOs“. Although there aré two members of staff in Sec(AS)2a who
deal with *"UFO"-related queries received by the MOD as part of
their much wider ranging secretariat duties, there are no staff
who work on this topic full-time.



NUMBE OF "UNEXPLAINED" AERIAL SI D
TO THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

1959 - 22 1981 - 600
1960 - 31 1982 - 250
1961 - 71 1983 - 390
1962 - 46 1984 - 214
1963 - 51 1985 - 177
1964 — 74 1986 -~ 120
1965 - 56 1987 - 150
1966 — 95 1988 - 397
1967 - 362 1989 - 258
1968 - 280 ) 1990 - 209
1969 - 228 1991 - 117
1970 - 181 1992 - 147
1871 - 379 1993 - 258
1972 - 201 1994 - 250
1973 - 233 1995 - 373
1974 - 177
1975 - 208
1976 - 200
1977 - 435
1978 - 750
1979 - 550
1980 - 350

Figures from before 1959 are not available.

NB. The above figures relate to the number of reports, received
by the Ministry of Defence, of aerial activity which was not
immediately identifiable to the witness. They should not be taken
to reflect sightings of "UFO/flying saucers".
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Loose Minute
D/Sec(AS)/71/22
30 July 1996

RAF Cdr Menwith Hill

Copy to:
GCHO/Z4A
Sec(As)2a * *by CHOTS
DRAFT REPLY FOR RAF CDR MENWITH HILL T END T O‘
Reference A:— Letter from gddated 29 June 1996
|
1. Please see the attached draft to send tom
response to his recent correspondence at Reference A. draft

has been cleared with GCHQ and Sec(AS)2a.

2. I would be grateful if you could provide this office with a

copy of your final letter to [QJH P for our files. Thank you.
L |

J

[signed]

MB7247A | 4
CHOTS: SI

Fax: @r@n 40

OA.LETTER/MENWITHM 40‘



DRAFT REPLY FOR RAF CDR MENWITH HILI, TQO SEND TO mﬁ

Thank you for your letter dated 29 June concerning RAF Menwith

Hill.

RAF Menwith Hill is a Crown freehold site owned by the Ministry of
Defence and made available to the US Department of Defense as a
communications facility. The station is an integral part of the
US Department of Defense world wide network which supports UK, US
and NATO interests. It operates with the full knowledge and
consent of Her Majesty's Government and the function of the site
is regarded as being of the highest importance to this country's
defence strategy. Whilst the administration of the station is the
responsibility of the United States authorities, Her Majesty's
Government retains control over the use of the site and its

facilities.

As you will appreciate, for security reasons it is not the
Government's policy to comment on the detailed operations at RAF
Menwith Hill, however, I can assure you that the base has

absolutely no connection with Unidentified Flying Objects.

I hope you find the above helpful.
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Hovering craft is
snapped . . . but
still hushed up

i

FLYINGLOW ... an alien object over Scotland

‘Buzzed’ at
1,100mph

I ARRIVED at work at 9am to find there
had been a major wave of UFO sightings
the previous night, March 31, 1993, with
many police and military witnesses.
The first call came from a constable in
Devon who had seen a UFO while on
patrol with his colleagué in their car.
Two bright lights and a third fainter
one were flying in perfect formation ahead
of vapour trails. From what he told me,
they were clearly not aircraft lights.
Then 1 began to get other calls from
people who had also seen the lights. Some
described them as travelling at high
speeds, others talked of a virtual hover.
If all the sightings were of the same
in a

object then it was zig—zagﬂin
{4 random pattern at incredibly high speed.
4 It was the biggest wave of UFO
sightings ever reported over Britain,

R One came from a man in South Wales
| who was experienced in aviation and
‘{ mathematics. He had calculated that it
was travelling at 1,100mph.

Rocket

In Rugeley, Staffs, a family of five saw
a huge diamond-shapéd object.

And at RAF Shawbury in Shropshire
the meteorological officer reported an
object that was. first stntionari, then
moved ~towards him at several hundred
miles an hour.

He estimated it to be the size of a
Jjumbo jet—but jumbo jets don't hover.

Therq had been no military aircraft
activity that came close to fitting any of
the sightings.

- Officials at RAF Fylingdales early warn-
ing centre in North Yorkshire said the
sightings might be debris from a Russian
rocket, But this would have burnt up in
the atmosphere and the flaming tail would
have lasted only seconds.

1 ordered radar tapes to be impounded
and sent to me. They showed little.

- Whatever it was had evaded our radar.
My frustration turned to fear. There were
too many witness reports to ignore.

I drew up a report on _the UFO for my
bosses. It read: “Type of craft-unknown.
| Origin of craf!-uninown. Motive of occu-
{ pants —unknown.”

Cadet told ‘Do
not be afraid’

IN the early hours of October 29, 1993,
something happened which I still can’t

explain. While on leave, a young cadet
from the Britannia Royal Naval College in
Dartmouth, Devon. saw a ‘bright object
glowing eerily in the sky.

Hovering over a sports field near his
home in St Austell, Cornwall, it was disc-
shaped with several different coloured
lights and three protrusions on its
underside.

And it seemed to turn anti-clockwise.

The witness —a trained Navy observer -
said he received telepathic messages of
greeting, telling him not to be afraid.

However a large bird plummeted to the
ground after flying too cl)cse to the object.

Then a bright light glowed on the
underside of the craft and it shot verti-
cally upwards at great speed.

The cadet reported the incident to the
police who contacted me.

No explanation was ever found.

o et il

<o

FOR many years

rim. It d ded until it

of Bonnybridge in Scot-
fand have reported UFO
sightings.

Despite their worries
that strange things were
happening, the Govern-
ment did not seem to care,

In February 1994 1 re-
ceived a very detailed
report of a UFO sighting in
the area.

Civil servant lan Mac-
pherson, 43, was walking
along the banks of
Cralgluscar res:rvnir tak-

was stationary, hovering
1001t above the water,
He watched the abject
for 15 minutes before it
began to move off slowly.
Then it accelerated and
vanished. He managed to
zet two photographs, -

Blips

The first showed a fris-
bee-shaped object in the
sky. The second, taken
only a second or two later,

led a mere dot in the

ing ph of the

I carried out all

ddenly he
became aware of an odd
humming noise.

He looked up and saw
something coming low
over the dark waters, It
was several feet in diame-
ter, disc-shaped and me-
tallic, with fights on its

the usual tests.

There were no weather
ballons, radar blips or air-
craft in the vicinity.

The photographs he
took have been analysed
and there is no evidence
of them being faked.

People from UFO groups in
Bonnyhridge rang me but
told them the Ministry
were not reporting their
sightings to me.

1 wanted to go to there
but that was not permit-
ted. The Ministry’s official
verdict Is “unexplained”.

1 get around 300 official
reports of UFO sightings a
year hut in Bonayhridge
thousands of people be-
lieve they have seen UFOs.

The party line at the
Ministry was that there
was nothing going on that
could be a threat to nat-
fonal security.

But if there is any truth
in just one of the many
UFO sightings there then
that Is encugh. How can
we say there is no threat if
we don't know what we are
dealing with?




of Defence tried to remain

calm but the voice on the
other end of the telephone was
distorted by excitemnent. He was
gabbling, his words jumbled, al-
most hysterical. This wasaman
ontheedge.

The caller was stanng out of
tus window at Capital Radio’s
Euston headquarters and giv-
ing a running commentary ona
UFQ about to land in Regent’s
Park. ‘Tt's almost down. . it
looks a bit like - like a big kife,
but it can't be. It's down! It's
down' My God, people are gath-
ering tound it... " There was a
pause. The voice seemed less
strained, less panicked. ‘It can't
be a kite, can 1t? Oh. The people
are puthng it back ina box, It is
a kite. Sorry for having wasted
your time.’

The man from the Mimstry
was Nick Pope Astheexecutive
officer ranning the department
known as Secretariat (Air Staff)
22 from room 8245 of the MoD's
main building in Whitehall,
Pope was officially respansible
for investigating UFOsightings
and handling government poli-
¢y on the subject.

The man from the Ministry

1 12 Time Qut july 24-31 1996

Prior to hus appomtment m
1991, Pope was sceptical about
the paranormal By 1994, when
he was promoted from his post
toelsewhere in the Ministry, lus
fascination with the subject led
to him being dubbed ‘the real
Fox Mulder’

He has become something of
a hero to the pro-UFQ lobby,
showing genuine enthusiasm
for hus work and actually inves-
tigating reports rather than just
filing them away, Earlier this
year. his book, ‘Open Skies,
Closed Minds', about 1hereal ‘X
Files” he uncovered during his
time at the MoD, was published.
Such was the difference m atti-
tude 1f reflected that many, in-
cluded the respected UFO
expert Timothy Geod, began to
wonder whether the govern-
ment's official policy had
changed, Tthad not.

During the 1950s, almost all
sightings were explained as
‘weather balloons’, _especially
those seen by pilots, When chal-
lenged about this, the then Air
Mimster, George Ward, canfided
toa colleague ‘What am I to say?
1 know it wasn't a balloon. You
know it wasn't a balleon, but

Hight recorder

In a small back room in the headquarters of the
Ministry of Defence, a dedicated penpusher sits
behind a cluttered desk. This is London’s last line of
defence against invaders from the stars. Isn’t it time
we started to take UFO sightings more seriously?

Report Tony Thompsaon lliustration Davld Bray

until I've got 2 saucer on the
ground in Hyde Park and can
chargethe publicsixpenceagoto
enterit, itmust bea balloon other-
wise the government would fall
andI'dlosemyijob.’

In the years ihat followed,
anyone calling or writing to the
MoD about a possible UFO
sighting would receive a stan-
dard letter explainmg that the
government’s interest also ex-
tended to finding out whether
the sighting represented a pos-
sible threat to national security.
The overall tune would be that
the person who made the sight-
ing had almost certamly madea
mistake. No wonder thousands
began to believe the govern-
ment was trying to hide
something.

‘T don’t believe in cover-ups
and conspiracy theorjes Not in
Britainat least, says Pope, who
describes it as ‘unfortunate
that he himself has never seena
UFQ. ‘In my experience, it's al-
most a reverse of that situatinn
— people dor’t know enough
and that's what makes them
complacent.

‘Some have remained that
way. Some people even tried to

discourage me from writing the
book. But1 dohave my support-
ers, particularly in the RAF,
Many of the pilots have seen
UFQOs themselves but they have
not made official reports be

cause they fear ridicule.

Seeing is believing

n theory, any member of the

public can smply pick up the
phone and report a UFQ sight-
g to the UFO desk officer in
Whitehall. In practice, those
people invariably contact thetr
local police station, civil awrport
orlocal RAF bage.

What actually happens 1s
something like this. A report is
lodged by 2 member of the pub
Yic at, say, 2 London police sta-
uen. ‘The approptiate form 1s
filled in, usually by a desk
sergeant at the dictation of the
witness. How seriously this job
1s taken depends on the the per-
sonahty and training of the offi-
cer. The report is then posted or

‘1 have my supporters,
particularly in the RAF. Many
pilots have seen UFOs but not
made reports because they
fear ridicule.” Nick Pope

faxed to Secretariat (Air Staff).
The drawback here 15 that the
desk is not manned 24 hours a
day so Teports made outside of-
Fice hours will probably be sent
wia the London Air Traffic Con-
trol centre at RAF West Dray-
ton. Up-fo-the-minute sightings
can then be partially verified by
the radar facilities. If a member
of the public phones the MoD’s
switchboard out of hours, they
will be put theough automat-
ically tothe permanently staffed
Air Force operation room where

details will be recorded and for-
warded the next day.

Each of these nstitutions has
a wntten procedure  based
around & UFQ report form on
which the date and time of the
particalar sighting is recorded.
as well as a description of what
was seer.. The papers are then
bundled up and sent to Secre-
tariat {Air Staff) at the MoD.

‘When Pope took over, thisap-
parently simple operation had
broken down. People who
should have forwarded forms
had not done so. Worse still,
some of those who recerved
URO reports from the pubhc
hadno idea there was official in-
terest at all, and lumped them
along with all the hoax and
crank calls. Subsequently, hun-
dreds of reports were not being
passed to the Minstry at all. If
there was a threat, we would
never have known.

Pope decided to update
everything, introducing a new
standard form which details
everything
from the dis-
tance of the ob-
ject  to  the
nearest  land-
mark, the angle
of sight (est-
mated heights
X are notoriously
unreliable) and the metevrologi-
calconditions at the ime,

‘H is a commonly held belief
among ufologists that twa sepa-
rate forms exist, one for mem-
bers of the public and one for
people in poswions of authority
— police officers, pilots, the mull-
tary, says Pope.

‘The mmplication 1s that the
public’s reports are binned or
filed out of harm’s way where-
as the anthontative nforma-
tion 1s somehow treated
differently. 1 am unaware of




any such system. There should
now ofily be one form in use —
mine - t0 be used by anybody
andeverybody.’

Pope admits, however, that
he is more inclined to believe re-
ports from pilots and military
personnel, but only because
members of the public feel the
same wagr i 3

Indeed, the turning point in
his own beliefs was a wave of
sightings in March 1993 when
the same ‘structured craft’ was
seen over two military bases.
‘One pilot actually heard a

Ws
with

In thelr Hiving room.’
Civil servant
humming noise coming from
the craft, saw it fire a beam of
light down towards the country-
side and estimated its size to be
only slightly smaller than a
jumbojet.”

Mass sigh‘g'lghgs are zalso?igh-
Iy regarded. “Thousands of peo-
ple cross Waterloo Bridge over
the Thames every working day.
One of them rang me in 1992 to
tell me of a sighting witnessed
by hundreds, It was about five
in the afternoon and he was
crossing the bridge when he
suddenly stopped dead on the
pavement. A brightly coloured
object was hovering just over
the brown of the river, just
yards away from him. Then it
burst away, in sharp spurts of
speed, an erratic flight pattern
impossible for an aircraft.

is was bizarre, for the ob-

ject must have been seen by
hundreds of people on that
bridge as it hovered over one of
the most densely populated
cities on Earth, yet there was no
corroborative evidence. Did it
constitute a threat? It was right
here in the capital, a scenario
that HG Wells might have en-
visaged. It was as though it
never happened. The irony was
that this incident took place
only a few hundred yards from
the Ministry of Defence. A file
from 1990 showed that shortly
before 1took over the UFOjob,a
number of civil servants from
Main Building in Whitehall re-
ported seeing a UFO from their
office windows in a separate in-
cident. A mysterious bright
light had been ohserved hover-
ing just above the cloud cover.
Noexplanation was ever found.

‘The standard line is that
there is no evidence of a threat. 1
say you simply cannot say that.
There is overw] ing evi-
dence that our sophisticated

8 Ynpot Job - daaling
crank calis from people
clalming allons hava landed

defences are repeatedly being
breached by craft. In some
cases, our radar is unable to de-
tect them. When it can, our jets
are scrambled but unable to
catch them. At the very least,
that is a potential threat.” This
Jund of apocalyptic warning is
just what the pro-UFO lobby

s been waiting to hear. For
some of Pope’s colleagues,
statements like this were the
ramblings of a civil servant who
hadread toomuchscifi.

‘It’s a tin-pot job. One man
and his dog ina cramped broom
cupboard dealing with crank
calls from people claiming that
aliens have landed in their liv-
ing room,’ says one civil ser-
vant who worked in the same
post some years ago. You just
take the messages and send out
standard letters. It’'s all about
politeness.

‘Imean, if it's such a big scan-
dal, if there’s such a big cover-
up going on, why is there just
some junior executive civil ser-
vant doing it? People have been
doing the job for decades and it
was only whenPope camealong
that it suddenly became this de-
partment with responsibility
for investigat-
ing UFOs.

In truth, any
glamour which
has been at-
tacl to

Pope’s position

is  somewhat

misplaced. A
realistic measure of its true
ranking within the civil service
can be gauged from the fact
that UFOs are reported to de-
partment 2A while just down
the corridor, department 2B
deals with members of the pub-
lic reporting low-flying mili-
tary = aircraft causing a
nuisance: ‘You spend all day
listening to people holding
thewr phones up to the sky and
shouting: “Oi, can you hear this
bloody racket...” ' notes a for-
mer MoD official.

But sceptics can only argue
their caseso far. Around 90095
per centof UFOsightings canbe
explained inconventional terms
— even Pope agrees with this.
But even this statistic leaves
nearly 650,000 unexplamed
sightings worldwide.

he official Tesponse to the
publication of Pape’s book has
been low-key. It could hardly be
anything else. For the MoD to
agree  wholeheartedly  with
Pope’s conclusions — T believe
there is a war going on —a one-
sided war so secret we aren’t
even aware that it’s happening’
—would cause a national panic.
For it to disagree too strongly
would simply add weight to the
ideaofacoverup. i

Conspiracy theorists point

out that, because of the Official
Secrets Act, Pope’s book had to
be submitted to the MoD for
clearance. Pope himself admits
that changes were made to the
text, but says they did nothing
to ‘dilute the message’. The
truth is out there, he says, and
some of it can be found between
the covers of his book. @
‘Open Skies, Closed Minds' by
Nick Pope is published by Simon
& Schuster at £14 99. To report
a UFO sighting, call the MoD on
0171 218 8000 and ask for Sec
(AS) 2a.

News

_____Manifesto
Single mothers deserve more financial

support, says Laura Johnson of the
Campaign Against the Child Support Act.

deduction is in place because
the CSA doesn't tell them
about their right to claim on
'good cause’ grounds, Women
who understand little or no
English are not told of their
rights in therr own language.

Over a recent three-month
period, 28 per cent of single
mothers contacted sald they
were at risk from harm or
undue distress, but 65 per
cent were refused exemption.
The Government ctaims that
this 1s simply proof of
widespread fraud, in the same
way that their refusal of 95
per cent of asylum claims
‘proves’ that most asylum-
seekers are bogus.

Many women struggle long
and hard to leava violent
relationships. The Act erodes
these victories. My child is
better off without his father. He
will be a kinder, more
considerate human being
without the teachings of a man

covered up the dangers of
eating beef or eggs or hving
near Sellafield.

Mildred Gordon, MP for Bow
and Poplar - the only one on
the Soctal Security Select
Committee and the only one
defending single mothers”
right to increased financial
support — pointed out that the
cut in benefit was debated ‘on
the same day that the House
was considering radically
increasing the salares of
Mambers of Parliament’.

Yet support for the Act has
come from people who claim
10 support women on benefits,
For example, the National
Association of Citizens Advice
Bureaux doesn't oppose a
lower benefit penalty; the
National Council for One
Parent Famifies has always
supported the Act and helpad
to draft it. Both organisations
are headed by women who
would consider themseives to

arly this month, an all-
Epam group of MPs voted

to cut the Income support
of single mothers who refuse
to co-operate with the Child
Support Agency (CSA). From
October, thousands of mothers
like me will live and raise
children on £60.94 a week ~ &
cut of £19.16 (40 per cent of
the mother's personal
allowance). The MPs also
shartened the time in which
mothers can claim exemption
from the penalty on the
grounds that they have ‘good
cause' because they fear harm
or undue distress to their
famulies.

When the 1993 Act came
In, the Government sald it
would benefit single mothers
and thelr children, aven
though single mothers were
the first to oppose It. Since
then, 115,000 mothers have
stopped claiming Income
support. Now, the higher

penalty aims to starve even who did not respect his own be feminists,
more single mothers of famtly. The Act takes away my MPs from all the parties
benefits, forcing them either right to make deci: and have to deny single
back to men they don't wantto  forces me into contact with mothers the right to choose
pe with or into destitution, m, knowing full well that whether or not to apply for
prostitution or jobs paying abusive fathers expect maintenance, They have never
under £57 a week. ‘something’ once they pay. recognised that the work of
Single mothers involved in How much violence and raising children entities
the Campaign Against the Child  teror is being faced by those mathers to benefits. They have
Support Act (CACSA) are of of been il by the scale of
trained to give accurate and mothers who were misled or the antiCSA movement, but it
independent advice. Every day coerced into ‘cooperating’ by is well-otf men who have

CSA officers?

How dare the Government
accuse mothers, who are
living on what most ministers
spend on one lunch, of fraud.
‘We have never sold arms to
Iraq, asked parliamentary
questions for money, held
company directorships,
pushed legislation to advance
those companies’ profits, or

benefited from amendments to
the Act, not their ex-partners or
children. Unemployed men on
benefits have had only 10 per
cent deducted from their
Income Support, and the
average income of employed
fathers pursued by the Agency
is £196 a week, below the
national average. How can this
help single mothers?

we speak to others Hke
ourselves, who have reasons
for not co-operating which the
CSA won't accept.

Many women want to
protect therr chiidren's
relationship with their father.
Others who have suffered rape
or other violence find 1t hard to
speak out about it. Many don't
get advice unul the benefit
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Fromzw, Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room 82_«5:\\_
R Main Buiiding, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB A
: Telephone (Direct Dialling) 071 213214021'5 \ \‘D

{Switchboard) 071 218 9000

A +
{Fax} N },:I ,,/l
Flight Lieutenant F@.\AF‘ Your reference
Community Relations— 1cer —

Royal Air Force Valley Our reference

Holyhead D/Sec(AS)/12/1 A/""
Gwynedd Date

LL65 3NY ;}» October 1994

1o Pl baskeet

INVITATION TO APPEAR ON LOCAL RADIQ TQ DISCUSS UFOs

Reference: RAF Valley fax of 6 Oct 94.

1. We hav idered the invitation you have received to appear on
theMshow on Marcher Coast FM and believe the invitation
sho ec ed. I would like to explain clearly why we have
reached this judgement, and how best you might respond to the radio
station.

2. The scope of your role during this programme would be to
represent the MOD's official policy and line towards the subject of
unexplained aerial sightings. We have found that there is widespread
misunderstanding amongst members of the public, and indeed amongst
some MOD/RAF officials, as to precisely what that role is.

3. MOD interest is concerned solely with whether an unexplained
aerial incident represents a threat to the UK's air defences. If we
find no evidence of such a threat we make no effort to investigate
what may have been seen, and our interest thus terminates., To date we
have received no evidence whatsoever to substantiate the existence of
any "UFOs" in the commonly accepted meaning of the acronym; ie. flying
saucers with aliens aboard. We remain open-minded about those
sightings which are not easily explained, as it is beyond our remit to
investigate further.

4. During the course of this programme, as a serving officer
representing the RAF/MOD, you would not be able to speculate or offer
any personal opinions. It would be very difficult to sustain the MOD
line, (which would take about one minute at most to deliver), faced
with the pressure to say something interesting. It is highly likely
you would be asked about your own personal views and about what course
of action we would take if we received reliable evidence of extra-
terrestrial aggression. This would be impossible to answer, for the
appropriate response would, of course, be determined in the light of
the particular circumstances. But any speculation on your part risks
being run back at us as a statement of UK MOD policy.



5. The result would almost certainly make for an uninspiring
programme and may fuel the view that we are actually hiding something.
Contrary to your assertion about possible PR value to Valley and the
RAF, we believe the opposite to be more likely.

6. Therefore we would suggest that you respond to the invitation in
the following way:

MOD has a specific and limited interest in unexplained
aerial sightings: we look at sightings to identify whether
they represent any threat and if they do not then that is
the end of our interest.

MOD's role is to maintain the security of the UK and to
protect against any aggressor and unless a potential threat
is thought to exist we do not try to determine what may have
been seen. We do not analyse or undertake any research into
unusual aerial sights which represent no threat.

Role of Valley CRO is to put forward the RAF/MOD positionm,
which it would take one minute to express. As a
representative of MOD, unable to speculate beyond the formal
position or offer any personal opinions, even if it were
stressed these were only personal opinions.

Do not therefore believe there is any useful contribution
that I/RAF Valley could make to this programme.

7. I have discussed the above with the RAF Press Office who agree

our line.

I am sorry if the above is a disappointing response.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further please give me a call.

Copy to:
DPO

Yours sincerely,
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15=JUL-96 15:45 PETER PABET (UKD

CREATIVE INDEPENDENT

PRODUCTIONS (LONDON) LTD

PRESS RELEASE

Croative Independent has signed an exclusive option with UFO expert Pater
Paget to produce the definitive documentary on an extraordinary spate of
UFO sightings which occurred within a small area of West Wales. The
sgreement also gives Creative Independent the night to produce a
dramatisation of the events. It is anticipated that the documentary
provisionally titted PROJECT X: THE FIRST TRUE UK UFQ STORY? (1 x
ﬁ mins) will be ready for MIPCOM. It is the culmination of three years of
research by Peter Paget and writer/director Gary Boulton-Brown and is based
on the best seliing book THE WELSH TRIANGLE, it promises 1o sheg new

light on the curmently popuiar UFO phencmena.

Crestive independent Productions {London) Lid can be conta&_(gd at 81 é ‘/-7_1_ )
Pratt Street, Camden Town, L.ondon NW1 OBJ Tel: Nc. 0171 47870386
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To: M 10 Jul 96

From:
2al—
SeciiolRl
LWT RE ST_FO 0D STATEMENT ON AN "UFQO" SI NG
ON 24 FEB I BRICK/SOUTHPORT /ALMSKI A
1. You will recall a few weeks ago, you received a telephone

call from LWT about a "UFO" sighting over a caravan park in the
Scarisbrick, Almskirk, Southport area at 0200 hrs on 24 Feb 79.

2. As discussed at the time, the files from this period are held
at Hayes. We have now laid our hands on the Feb 79 "UFO" reports
file and can trace only three "UFO" sightings reported to the MOD
for 24 Feb 79, all took place in the London area:

(1) 2342 hrs PINNER, NW London
(2) 0130 hrs — 0300 hrs PUTNEY, SW London
(3) 2359 hrs STOCKWELL, S London
3. I therefore suggest you respond to LWT along the following

lines:
"The "UFO" reports file for Feb 1979 has been recalled from
MOD archives and we can find no record of a report of a "UFO"
sighting received by the Department for 24 Feb 79 for the
Scarisbrick/Southport/Almskirk area."

4. Happy to discuss if required.

B 20




PRESS QFFICE

LWT rang the Press Office. Wanted a statement about a sighting
which took place as follows:

Date: 24 Feb 79

Time: 0200 hrs

Location: Scarisbrick/Southport/Almskirk area
Qver a caravan park

Recalled file: DS8/75/2/4B (opened 15/2/79)
"UFO Reports - 1979 (Feb - May)"

Can trace three "UFQO" sightings reported to the MOD for 24 Feb 79,
all took place in the London area:

(1) 2342 hrs PINNER, NW London M
(2) 0130 hrs - 0300 hrs PUTNEY, SW London g
(3) 2359 hrs STOCKWELL, S London

Press Office Statement:

The "UFO" reports file for Feb 1979 has been recalled from the
MOD archives and we can find no record of any "UFO" sighting
received by the MOD for 24 Feb 79 for the Scarisbrick/Southport/
Almskirk area.



LOOSE MINUTE
D/Sec(A8)/64/1

27 June 1996

Chief Paper Keeper, MOD Archives Hayes - “
T OF "UFQ" REPORT FILE

Reference: D/Sec(AS)/64/1 dated 20/6/96

1. Thank you for forwarding to this office file D/DS8/75/2/3
Part J entitled "UFO Reports" as requested in my minute at
reference. The file was required to answer a request from a
television company who are investigating a "UFO" sighting from
February 1979. However, the file was closed in January 1979,
therefore we now require the following file part. According to the
information on the cover, the next part should be D/S4(Air)/8/2/4
Part A, although this office has no record of this file's
existence. Please could youd check to see if you have this file
and, if so, please forward it to this office. I would also be
grateful if you could let me know if you cannot locate the file.

2. For ease our full address is as follows:

Sec(AS)2a
Room 8245
Main Building
wWhitehall
London

SW1A 2HB

3. I will return file D/DS8/75/2/3 Part J through the post. If
you require any further information, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Sec(AS)2a

MB8245 E%Eh 40
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Assistant Air Attaché
British Embassy
3100 Massachus:
‘Washington DC

Leaers{:om UK
should be addressed
British Embassy
BFPO 2

BDS/RAF/3640 (Y8 22)

Qe

Room 8247

Main Building

Ministry of Defence

Whitehall

London

SWI1A 2HB 7 June 1996

e e

cAafe,
REPORTS OF UNEXPLAINED AERIAL PHONEMENA .l

Reference:
A. D/Sec(AS)/64/1 dated 28 May 96

1. In Reference A you raised a number of points regarding the US approach to the question
of unexplained aerial phenomena. We passed your query to an RAF Exchange Officer serving at
the Headquarters of United States Air Force Space Command. After posing the questions to a
variety of staff - and receiving blank looks in return! - he was referred to the Internet. The
attached printout he obtained shows that out here the issue is no longer considered by the DoD; it
is seen as a matter for local law enforcement agencies.

s

Printed on recycled paper @



Unidentified Flying Objects and Air Force Project Blue Book
hitp://www.dtic.mil/cgi-bin/waisgate7WAISdocID=890557737+0+0+0& WAISaction=retrieve  Page 1

SHEET BANNER

UAF Fact Sheet 95-03
Unidentified Flying Objects and Air Force Project Blue Book

From 1947 to 1969, the Air Force fovestigated Unidentified Flying Objects under Project Blue Book. The project,
headquartered at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Chio, was terminated Dec. 17, 1969, Of a total of 12,618 sightings
reported to Project Biue Book, 701 remained "unidentified.”

The decision to discontinue UFQ investigations was based on an evaluation of a report prepared by the University of
Colorado entitled, “Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects; " a review of the University of Colotado's report by the
Nmions\ Academy of Sciencas; previous UFO studies and Alr Force experience investigating UFO reports during the 19403,
'508 and '60s.

As a result of these investigations, studies and experience gained from investigating UFO reports since 1948, the conclusions
of Project Blue Book were: (1) no UFO reported, investigated and evaluated by the Air Force wags ever an indication of
threat to our nations! security; (2) there was no evidence submitted to or discovered by the Air Force that sightings
categorized as "unidentified” rapresented technological developments or principles beyond the range of modern scientific
know]ledge; and (3) thers was no evidence indicating that sightings categorized as "unidentified” were extraterrestrial
vehicles.

With the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force regulation establishing and controlling the program for
investigating and analyzing UFOs was rescinded. Documentation regarding the former Blue Book investigation was
permanently transferred to the Modern Military Branch, National Archives and Records Servics, Eighth Straet and
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20408, and is available for public review and anatysis.

Since the termination of Project Blue Book, nothing has occurred that wonld support a rasumption of URQ investigations by
the Air Force. Given the current environment of steadily decreasing defense budgets, it is unlikely the Air Force would
become invelved in such a costly project in the foreseeable future.

There are a number of universities and professional scientific organjzations that have considered UFO phenomena duting
periodic meetings and senvinars. A list of private organizations interested in aerial phenomena may be found in Gale's
Encyclopedia of Associations. Interest in and timely review of UFO reports by private grops ensures that sound evidence is
not overlooked by the scientific community, Persons wishing to report UFO sightings should be advised to comact local law
enforcement agencies.

Point of Contact

News media requiring Project Blue Book files should contact the National Archives Public Affairs Office, (202)-501-5525,
Public queries should be addressed to the Project Blue Book archivist at (202) 501-5385. For queries not rejated to Project
Blue Book, contact the National Archives receptionist at (202) 501.5400.

(Current as of June 1995)

keywords:special topics

»®
s{fi
rrorce ac 13 1




LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(AS)/64/1

20 June 1996

Chief Paper Keeper, MOD Archives Hayes —-‘

RETRI L OF "UFQ" REPORT FILE

1. This office has received a request from a television company
who are investigating a "UFO" sighting from February 1979. In
order to answer their query, it would be most helpful if you could
arrange for file D/DS8/75/2/3 Part J entitled "UFO Reports" to be
despatched to this office. .

2. For ease our full address is:

Sec(AS)2a
Room 8245
Main Building
Whitehall
London

SW1A 2HB

3. If you require any further information, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Sec(AS)2a

3L g 10
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LOOSE MINUTE
D/Sec(AS)64/1(MF133/96)

12 June 1996

PS/2nd PUS

UFOs

We followed up 2nd PUS's suggestion about checking American
practice on UFO matters, and I attach a copy of the response. As
you will see, the USAF position is consistent with our own but
they discourage approaches from the public rather more pointedly
than we do.

Head of Sec(AS

MB7257 VB 4@
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A

Room 8247
Main Buildi

Ministry of Defence
Whitehalt

London

SW1A 2HB 7 June 1996

A, D/Sec(AS)64/1 dated 28 May 96

1. In Reference A you raised a number of points regarding the US approach to the question
of unexplained aerial phenomena, We passed your query to an RAF Exchange Officer setving at
the Headquarters of United States Air Force Space Command. After posing the questions to a
variety of staff - and receiving blank looks in return! - he was referred to the Internet. The
attached printout be obtained shows that out here the issue is no longer considered by the DoD; it
is seen as a matter for local law enforcement agencies.
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Unidentified Flying Objects and Air Force Project Blue Book

From 1947 to 1969, the Air Force investisated Unidentified Flying Objects under Proj Bluo!oak.ﬁefroject,
‘headquartered at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, was terminated Dec. 17, 1969. Of a total of 12,618 slghtings
reparted to Project Blue Book, 701 remained “unidentified.”
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Colorado entitled, "Scieatific Study of Unidenitfied Fiying Objects; " & review of the Univetsity of Colorado's report by the

W&wam;mmmmmmrmmmhwmumm the 19403,
and '60s. '

A3 aresult of thess investigations, studies and experiente gained from invastigating UPO reports since 1948, the conclusions
of Project Blue Book were: (1) no URQ reported, investigated and evaluated by the Alr Force was evar an indication of
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3 Was rosci 20 g rmer was
transterred to the Modern Military Branch, National Archives and Records Servics, Eighth and
mAm. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20408, and is available for public review and analysis.

Since the termination of Project Blue Book, nothing has occusred that would support & rasumption of UFO investigations by
the Air Fores, Given the eirrent anvironment of steadily decreasing defense budgers, it is unlikely the Alr Force would
become involved in such a costly project in the foresecable furture,

There are a number of universities and peofessiona! scientific organizationy that bave considered UFO phenomans during

wwm.Amdmmmmmmmmmmmyu&w in Gale's
vamam.mﬂmhmmwﬂmotwomwbypmmﬂmsm that sound evidenco is
mmmwdz::muuﬁcmmzy.mwmmmmm be advised to contact loes} law
enfotcemant ageacies.

Point of Contact

News media Project Biue Book files should contact the Naticnal Archives Public Affairs Office, (202).501-5525,
Public he addressed 10 the Project Blue Book archivis at (202) 501-5345. For queties not related to Project -
Biug Book, contact the National Archives receptionist at (202) 501.5400.

(Curvant ai of June 1995)
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family
allowance

In March Tower
Hamlets council
had to promise the
High Court to
assess the needs
of an epileptic
woman and her
10-year-old son
who is her sole
carer. Annabel
Benjamin, 35, is
susceptible to
black-outs and *
violent fits. She
wanted the council
to provide her
with a carer to
allow her son to be
able to take part
in out-of-school
activities.
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What does 16-year-old
Ellie do after school?

... She looks after her mother, who has multiple sclerosis —
she is one of thousands of child carers coping with

responsibilities way beyond their years. By Jo Kearney

n most familics it is parents who take care of the
children and only old age reverses the roles. But
for some children the reversal comes much
sooner as physical or mental health problems
overtake their mum or their dad and there is no
one else 1o take the strain. As many as 40,000
children may be fulfilling the roles ofelittle mothers
and fathers, according to a new report*, and one Chil-
dren’s Society report found children as young as thrce
suffering anxiety and stress as a result of caring.

Children lose out on their education, their friends
and their freedom as they shoulder practical burdens
such as the shopping and houscwork or the psycho-
logical ones of pain, illness or erratic behaviour.

Ellie Davey of Winchester was 11 years old when
her mother Ann, 43, was diagnosed as having mul-
tiple sclerosis. Now 16, Ellic takes on much of the
duy to day care for her mother at a time when most
other teenagers arc still free of the cares and respon-
sibilities that will catch up with them soon enough.

« Her sister, Charlotte, who used 1o be able to help
has now gone to university in London and her step-
father, Chris, works long hours as a school teacher
and is not back until late.

So when Ellie comes home there is dinner to cook,
homework to do, dirty clothes that need washing and
sometimes tears of pain from her mother lying under
a blanket on the sofa. There is no slumping in front
of Home and Away with a cup of tea and a biscuit.

Her school work has already suffered. She has got
nine GCSEs but al grades she knows are beneath her
ability. “When I was studying for my GCSEs, I had
tolet a lot of my schoolwork go. By the time I'd made
dinner and cleared up and maybe hung up the wash-
ing, I was too tired,” she says.

“There was a time when mumn was in hospital for
eight weeks when I got quite depressed. 1 just didn’t
feel like doing school work. Seeing your mum in such
pain makes you feel so sad. When I didn’t do my essays,
I'd get into trouble at school. Some of my teachers
warned me if I didn’t work Id fail my exams, They
didn’t support me by telling me the most essential work
I could have done. They just thought I was lazy.”

She has lost friends, too. Her best friend was not
very understanding when her mother fell ill so they

are no longer close. “You really find out who your
friends are,” she says. “You can confide in some of
them, but when you're a teenager, it's just not cool
1o have a mother in a wheelchair. No one wants o
hear about your sick mum all the time.”

Yet she is not resentful. “At first you think cvery-
thing is so unfair. But you can’t spend your life being
bitter, you have 1o come to terms with it. What I think
ts more difficult is the psychological side of things.
If mum’s crying it's really hard.”

One positive aspect is that she feels she and her
mum have a very close personal relationship — they
are more like friends than mother and daughter.
She has also leamnt new skills by looking after her
mother and is more patient too. “But life is very

“You really find out who your friends
are. You can confide in some of them,
but when you're a teenager, it’s just not
cool to have a mother in a wheelchair’

routine and boring,” she says.

Since she first fell ill in 1990, Ann’s condition has
gradually deteriorated, making most physical activ-
ity such as shopping, cooking and housework impos-
sible. Five ycars ago she juggled her job as a nurséry
nurse with running the house and bringing up two
daughters. Now she is confined to the sofa or a wheel-
chair for much of the time, somctimes in excruciat-
ing pain. She is deeply frustrated by her lot.

“I still feel guilty about my daughters missing out
on normal teenage years, but I now realise there’s
nothing I can do. You have to come to terms with it
otherwise you would become bitter and depressed,
and would only end up alicnating your family.”

She was a vegetarian who enjoyed cooking a vari-
ety of dishes. Now she is grateful for whatever Ellie
can do. “It’s amazing the little thinge you miss when
you aren’t able to do them,” said Ann. “I still like to
cook but I have to get Ellie to cut up the vegetables
because my arms are loo weak.”

Her health fluctuates. On some days she can walk

for tive to 10 minutes before her legs turn to jelly and
she becomes exhausted; at other times she sleeps for
wecks at a time. At times the pain has been so bad
she has had to spend long periods in hospital.

“We all hate the illness because it prevents us lead-
ing a normal life,” she says. “But we have had to
adapt.”

Ellic was 11 when the words MS were first men-
tioned. “I'd heard of the illness because when I was
at primary school we had a sponsored run to raise
money for the mother of one of the pupils. I always
thought it would be terrible to get something like
thal.

“When mum was diagnosed I was numb. I was
depressed alt the time, { couldn’t concentrate on
lessons. My school friends were worrying about home-
work and I was thinking my mother might die. Now
my life is so strange and my priorities are different.
My {riends might be concerned about buying the lat-
est bag or fashion, but that’s not important to me.

“I go to friends’ houses and some of ther have per .
ents who make their beds and even serve them meals
on a tray. After school my friends can go out, and
on Friday nights they hang around town and go out
to pubs. I usually go home to care for mum, and any-
way I'm so tired a lot of the time.”

Ann desperately does not want Ellie to miss out
on asocial life but concedes it is very difficult for her
to have one because her mum cannot drive her to
the pictures and it is often difficult to bring friends
back home because of her mum’s condition.

Ann admits she would be lost without her daugh-
ters but she is adamant that they also have their own
lives and she is keen that Ellie will go to university
as well as Charlotte even if it means her leaving
Hampshire. “I will have to rcly on the MS support
group and Chris,” she says.

Ellic says she would prefer not to go too far away.
“I know if I phone Mum she will say everything is
OK - even if it is not.”

* ‘Couldn’t Care More’ is written by Jenny Franks and

funded by the Children's Society, Hampshire County
Council and North and Mid Hampshire Health
Commission.

the children’s story e Magc Lunch Box

She got her clothes on and went out. She

went down the road to the shop to buy
her sweets. She went into the shop and she
saw a new lunch box and she opened it. It
had all kinds of drink and food inside. She
ate some of the sweets POP! BANG! She
changed into a toad!

When she got home her mum was having a
bath and Katy jumped in it. The mum was
very frightened.

The next day Katy woke up to discover she
was back to normal. Katy went into her
mummy’s and daddy’s bedroom she woke
them up. They said “Hello Katy. We did not

0 ne bright sunny morning Katy got up.

NSQTEH00 INAHED

like it when you were a toad!” Katy replied,
“Well, neither did I'”

Later on that same day Katy started to feel
thirsty so she decided to have a drink from the
flask in the magic lunch-box. POP! BANG!
She turned into a seagull and flew across the
Channel, and she drank some French wine
and that turned her back into a girl, and that’s
when the trouble started. Luckily, she had
brought her lunch-box with her, She opened
the lid and ate some chocolate and toffec-
flavoured crisps. POP! BANG! She turne*
into a goldfish! She swam back acrn=-
Channel, up the River Thames
Loughton Brook which went ¢
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substantial input from a commercial writer and is bound

people consider the subject with a new seriousness, espe-

to.top the best-seller list. merely recaps all the old para-
noid chestnuts, most of them from the United States,
the ones from Britain being a bit thin on the ground.
All that Pope really has to tell us is that he, a gov-
ernment official, has made the leap of faith. Encour-
aged by the sheer volume of unexplained sightings and
incidents, he is now a believer. “It is sheer arrogance
to believe that we're alone in the umverse ... and it
scems inconceivable that these craft would be conting
. here, as I think the evidence is now overwhelming that
’f they do, and that these craft wouldn't interact in some
way with us. So I think that a very small percentage of
these claims of abductions are true.”
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Pope hopes that his official background will make ’

cially as he belicves that extra-terrestrials present a
potential sceurity threat which the MoD, to his dismay,
is not taking seriously. “My book is as much for the
establishment .., senior civil servants and military per-
sonnel ... as for anyone,” says Pope, valiantly placing
national security above the personal risk to himself of
complete ridicule. “It serves as a sort of briefing docu-
ment, and I know for a fact that it is being widely read
in the Ministry of Defence.”

And who knows, perhaps Pope and the extra-terres-
trials will have the last laugh yet.

‘Open Skies, Closed Minds’ by Nick Pope 1s published by
Simon and Schuster at £14.99.

Nick Pope: ‘It is sheer arrogance to believe that we're alone in the miverse’

Photograph %ny Buckingham

the same time. It's terrible to read because
of what it dares to confront: how you deal
with an unimaginably horrific ordeal and
ending for someone you love. The filth,
the pity, the imaginings and the worse
reality. How you look agonising death in
the eye and stare it out. snatch back from
it what you had before: tendemness, sweet-
ness, childhood affection and fun.

1 think “T don’t want to cry now because
we're in Brighton and this is our roman-
tic weekend without children.” And yet
and yet. I focus on the woman opposite
who has soothing white hair and wears a
shawl the same Liberty print pattern as
Jonathan’s mother’s sofa-bed. I look at
her sandwich. I concentrate on the sand-
wich's form and width and texture.

The author tells how she finally held
her sister’s skull in her bare hands and
dared to look at where the eyes had
been. The skull was like burnished gold.
She tenderly arranged the abused and
devastated bones in a logical fashion for
burial, and left them in peace in the
earth surrounded by soft, special things
er little sister would have found com-
ting: poetry, honey, a soft toy, a

n blanket.

Ifinish the piece. The rain has stopped.
Clouds drift in a swollen sky, “Shall we
make a move?” says Jonathan.

Evening. We meet our old friend Nadia
and go to a Thai restaurant, where her
husband Mat will join us, Nadia’s a writer
and in the cab we talk loudly about a novel
we all heartily dislike. At the traffic
lights, the driver suddenly turns round.
“In actual fact,” he says — chewing a sand-
wich, slowly emptying his mouth. “In
actual fact...” We wait, stunned. Does he
know the novel? Is the novelist his daugh-
ter? “In actual fact. I've never becn past
that place and seen people there - it’s
always empty.” He means the restaurant.

We arrive and are shown to our table.
Mat’s not there yet. “Can 1 get you a
drink?” says a young, agreeable-looking
waiter.

“We're expecting someone else,” we
say. “Maybe we’ll wait and order some
wine in a minute.”

A second waiter approaches. “Can I get
you a drink?”

“Thanks, no, we're just waiting for
someone else.”

A third waiter comes up. Same ques-

tion. “Look,” we explain, “You're the
third person to come and ask us that. And
anyway, there’s someone else coming —
four in all.”

“Oh no,” the waiter confidently asserts,
“There are only three of us.”

“No!™ we exclaim in umwn “Us!
There are going to be four of us

“And there are three of you,” 1 add,
“And you've now all asked us if we want
a drink.”

Mat arrives. We kiss, Talk about his
work, our work, Nadia’s third pregnancy,
the vexed, thirtysomething problem of
contraception and why the waiters don’t
seem to be on the ball.

At last. the first waiter sidles up with a
tray of drinks, rests it on the table. “Shall
I take those off?” offers Jonathan.

The waiter hesitates; something’s
wrong. “No, these aren’t for you - sorry,
wrong tablc.”

Later. Jonathan and T walk briefly
along by the sea and then climb the stairs
to the apricot room. “We should do this
more often,” we agree. I lic awake a long
time listening to the window pane rattling
in the wind and when I sleep, I dream of
little girls and brown blankets.
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used 1o be in the days leading up to it, the endless
questions and little hints from me as to what I had
bought her. Icing her cake; the last onc was a straw-
berry cheesecake, we stuck the candles in whole
strawberries, Very popular choice.

All this is remembered with ineffable sadness ... 1
teel bogged down, unable to formulate even the sim-
plest plans. I've just lost my spirit. I shall probably
sob my heart out on Sunday after I speak with her,
and feel better next week. It’s only a temporary
defeat. Writc me some strong encouraging words,
George — don’t criticise me. I feel emotionally bat-
tered, vulnerable.

When I went to the hospital yesterday, 1 seemed
to see children everywhere. Brown, blond-haired, in
T-shirts, lovely summer children. I could have
scooped one up in my arms. I have a list of things I
miss in prison: rain, olives; I never thought about it,
but I haven’t seen a child for six months...

General consensus of opinion is that T should: a)
fight for my own freedom, and b) change solicitors.
Can I change Counsel, too? Faced with the possibil-
ity of 10 years in prison, you find that one suppresses
all desire for the outside world. I've done that very
well. When I went out yesterday, looking at the world
through the windows of the bus, 1 didn’t feel a part
of it. Tt was like watching something on TV. If that’s
what six months can do. how do you think a person
would be after a few years? Do you want to visit again?
Let me know, Pll send you a VO. T hope you do.

Sara

September 1990
Dear George,
Congratulations, you finally wrote me a letter that had
no mention of ‘old’, ‘father-daughter’, etc. Has it
finally sunk in? How many hints must I write? I can’t
be as forthright as you — circumstances, insecurities,
but I'm certain I feel as you do, and probably have
for a lot longer. 1 just didn’t realise. Everyone close
to me did, though, which makes it doubly infuriating.
I expected to feel many varying emotions in prison,
but not this. I'm walking round in a daze half of the
time, with a lunatic grin on my face!

But it’s hard, I'm torn between elation and nagging

George Deff with Sara Thornton: ‘4
expected to feel many varying emotions in
prison, but not tiis. I'm walking rosad in a
daze half of the time, with a lmatic grin
on my face.'

Photograph. Christa Stadtler

Tomorrow: “I am
not nuts and I
never was”

How Sara
Thomton’s hopes
of freedom were
dashed

doubt .. .Reading your last letter again, may 1 poimt
out, Mr Delf, that if I should ever find myself in a
forest in Finland sharing a sleeping bag with you, play-
ing the guitar is not an occupation that springs to
mind...

Lots of love, Sara x

Dear Sara.

It was good to get your letter this a.m. — it and the
onc I got yesterday make a very good combination
— all sides of you. happy, high-spirited, “chastened’
and thoughtful. Don’t you realize yet that I love you
which means all my (mildly) critical comments exist
in 4 context which is warm and supportive and lov-
ing. Where would you sleep here? Either with me or
out with the owls, Take your choice.

Much love, George

George.
Have you ever had a flash of understanding that was
so decp it took ycur breath away?

Lying here tuinking about prisons, Daddy,
Mumimy. me. Your comment about loving me and any
criticisms being in the context of love. etc. I don’t
know that sort of criticism. Then it hit me — of course
I don’t As a child. all criticism was demoralising,
degrading. Mostly from Mummy. Then I started
thinking that my real prison is the past, the way I think
of myself —why Daddy doesn’t love me {us); why does
he always call me a liar, etc. Well, it hit me. When-
ever Mummy had been hitting us. she always
explained our crimes, punishment (whip, locked in
room/cupboard, no supper, etc) were because we had
been naughty, lying, cheating, ctc. I guess Daddy
believed her or wanted to. Poor Daddy, poor us. 1
feel like crying.

When I cut my throat, Billi found out several
months later, and when she asked Daddy about it,
his comment was, pity she didn’t succeed! I'm not
such a bad person that I deserve my own father to
say that about me. God, that hurts even now. I don’t
want to store a catalogue of grievances - but I know
now why I married Malcolm - Daddy approved, [
finally belonged. I was accepted. Daddy even visited
my house in Atherstone and thought Malcolm a

“super chap” (he’d just come out of the clinic). 1lived
five years in Coventry as a single parent — Daddy
never even phoned me.

The only time Daddy was nice to me was when he
was drunk —or had been drinking heavily. Maybe just
maybe that’s why I tolerated Malcolm’s drinking for
so tong!...

Love you, Sara x

Octoher 1990

Darling,

...We've had a High Court judge and his clerk visit
the wing this evening — Judge Ottley, I belicve his
name was!

T looked for him, but 1oo late, he had gone. I
wanted to say, ‘If you want to see a life sentence being
carried out, why not go to our home and see the chil-
dren, broken by untimely separation from their
mother? Why not come at visiting times and see
screaming young children being dragged out after
their one and a half hours cvery fourteen days with
mum — whilst inmates weep and officers block their
ears! Why not come after 8p.m. and tiptoe round the
landings to hear women cry tears of guilt and agony
alone behind locked doors? Because he doesn’t want
the truth, he wants the platitudes he delivers, and
receives from us! I was so cross with myself at miss-
ing this golden opportunity that I sat and wrote a furi-
ous fetter to him.

I'wish I could have shouted what I've written above
from the second or third landing. The effect would
bave been electric — and would in all probability have
started other women off. Instead, like justice jtself —
it was all a charade! No doubt he now feels, after one
hour in H-wing, well qualified to dish out life sen-
tences left, right and centre.

I've decided that on domestic visits, if you talk too
much Ill just kick you, effectively shutting us both up
and affording us a little bit of silence... When I get
out, you can kiss all my other moles! It's 12.25 am.

All my love, Sara xx

‘Love on the Wing, Letters of hope from prison’ by .
Thornton and George Delf, will be published by }
guin on 17 June, price £6.99
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Now I'm a believer

here is a sober-suited government official who

investigates every reported UFO sighting,

about 250 a year, and responds to cach with a

letter explaining, more often than not, that the

suspected Martian craft seen hovering in the
skies over some suburban back garden was in fact a
weather balloon, an unusual cloud, or an aeroplane
reflecting light in a peculiar way.

The Ministry of Defence post of Secretariat (Air
Staff) 2a— otherwise known as the UFO desk - i
the perfect job for a prosaic pedant who takes plea-
sure in pouring cold water on éxcitement about the
paranormal and the unexplained. Perhaps that’s the
sort of person Nick Pope was when he was assigned
to the post five years ago. But he has traversed galax-
ies since then. “I came in as a sceptic and I came out
as a believer,” he says today as he launches his book
Open Skies, Closed Minds, A Government UFO
Expert Speaks Qut.

Pope has gone from being the MoDs official “Fly-
ing saucers! Don’t be silly!” man, to a leading har-
binger of the extra-terrestrial threat. He believes in
the probable existence of extra-terrestrial life forms
and that they visit Earth by stealth in spacecraft whose
technology far outstrips our own. He is now being
dubbed “the real Fox Mulder” after the raincoated
sleuth who investigates unexplained phenomena in
the cult TV series The X Files. His book is being billed
as the MoD’s “real X Files”.

When he joined the civil service a decade ago, he
naturally assumed that he would be “writing reports
and pushing papers around”. The job suited him.
Everything about Pope is sensible, cautious even,
from his dark jacket and moderate tie to the way he
speaks. His sentences are all neat and ordered and
whatever he says comes out sounding like a well-
rehearsed briefing. He also seems quite a shy and pri-
vate man. The only time he falters is when asked his
age. First he says 31, then he says 30.

After a variety of MoD postings, including a stint
working on RAF training policy and another at the
joint operation centre during the Gulf War, Pope was
assigned in 1991 to the UFO desk — a post neither
he nor most of his colleagues even knew existed.

Superficially, Pope’s life remained unchanged. As
before, each morning he filed with thousands of other
government bureaucrats into the vast, expressionless
MoD building. Hurrying down its labyrinthine cor-
ridors Pope would be scated at his desk by 9am. But
from one minute past nine through to 5pm, he found
himself in what amounted to a parallel universe.

Nick Pope’s job at
the MoD was to pour
cold water on UFO
sightings. But the
one-time sceptic has
seen new light.

By Emma Brooker

“People came straight through to me on my dircct
line, su my phone could ring and it could be a mem-
ber of the public on the other end saying ‘I saw a UFO
last night.” Indeed that happened on a daily basis,”
Pope explains. “There was a regular stable of ‘inter-
esting’ characters who would phone up often, I got
to know them all,” he says with a reserved smile.

“I took a healthily sceptical attitude to the people
phoning in. Ninety-five per cent of all these sightings
do have conventional explanations, so il’s very
important to keep your feet on the ground when
mvestigating cases,” but Pope never dismissed any
callers. “I interpreted John Major’s Citizen Charter
in a full and liberal way and felt that if people wanted
to talk to me, even if their views were very off-beat,
I wou them a fair crack of the whip.”
ore he listened, the more Pope was
at he now calls The UFO Mystery. “I
found that I was talking to witnesses who claimed
they’d been abducted by aliens ... people who were
certainly traumatised by their experience ... and I was
having to impound radar tapes from the RAF to see
it we could track any of these UFQOs.”

Pope’s scepticism was being gradually eroded by
“persuasive” reports, particularly from RAF person-
nel. The turning point - when he actually started to
believe in the existence of intelligent life “out there”
—came in 1993, “There
says, a glint appearing in
were besieged with cal
detailed investigation. We lad clear evidence that a
structured craft breached the UK air defences. It was
seen by dozens of witnesses all over the country. Many
of them were police officers and military personnel.”

0 world of devianks F madents o~ sse(A)

After weeks of exhaustive rescarch, Pope, in his
capacity as the Government’s UFO expert, reached
his carefully considered conclusion. “We checked for

. aireraft movements, but there was absolutely noth-

ing up at the time. I think it was an extra-terrestrial
craft,” he declares.

Pope started to talk to leading ufologists and
groups such as Contact International and
BOFURA. Overcoming their initial hostility and
suspicion, Pope cultivaled good relations with the
UFO lobby and regularly exchanged information on
sightings. But Pope found that the more diligently
he investigated unexplained sightings, the more
uncomfortable his bosses within the MoD became.
“I was never actively blocked by my superiors,” he
writes in his book, “but there were times when things
were made difficult for me; times when I was quite
deliberately given one-off tasks to divert me from
a UFO case.”

At this point, the American series, The X Files,
started appearing on British TV. By some uncanny
doppelganger cffcct — the sort of phenomenon which
would take up a whole X Files episode — Pope seemed
1o be turning into its lead character, Fox Mulder.
Their blandly pleasant looks are not dissimilar. The
faintly geekish, earnest manner is familiar. As Pope
walked down the corridors of the MoD, people would
whistle the programme’s haunting theme tune. He
even acquired Mulder’s nickname, “Spooky”. Both
Pope and Mulder certainly subscribed to the same
motto, The Truth is Out There.

“Yes, I do identify with him,” says Pope. “I devel-
oped a reputation as a maverick within the ministry
as throughout my three-year postmg I was increas-
ingly persuaded by the evidence.” His promotion out
of the UFO job after three years into the financial
planning department, is viewed by some ufologists
as evidence of a government cover-up.

Pope dismisses such rumours, but admits that a lot
of the changes he made on the UFO desk ere being
“quietly undone™ by his successor. Certainly there was
a lot of resistance among some of his former bosses
to the publication of his book. “I took the view that
if the generals could write their books on the Gulf
War, then 1 would write this book. T thmk the pub-
lic has a right to know what’s going on,” says Pope.

‘Which is what? Sadly, Pope himself has never seen
a UFO or had a closc encounter (“I live in hope,”
he grins). Still, he has no conclusive evidence that
there is intelligent life in outer space. The real X files
contain no revelations. Pape’s book, which has had
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At last, the waiter

righton at the end of May, the sea a

He's silent, smiling.

sidles up with a
tray of drinks.
‘No, these aren’t
for you — sorry,
wrong table’

home life

Bsoft, choppy grey, a frantic March
wind blowing in our faces.

A whole weekend without children:
eerie, joyous silence. Only ourselves, our
nylon travel bag, our adult rhythms and
our musty, apricot hotel room. The plas-
tic and metal clink of the room key. No
need to wake at 6.30 (though, of course,
we do), no need for plans, time checks,
compromises. No need to do anything.

Paralysed and frozen, we stand in the
niddle of the street. A lorry backs out of
a pub car park. The air smells wet and
then suddenly it is wet, beads of rain cling-
Ing to cuffs, cheeks, hair. We walk along
the sea front and look at the pier — a
shabby, unlit tangle of rides which will
later explode into life. We walk back.

“Thought it would be nicer, end of
May,” I say.

“Are we going to talk about the weather
or what?”

“Iwonder how the children are getting
on.”-In the face of this subject, he is rcs-
olutely silent. “OK, you bring up a sub-
ject then,”

He shrugs. “Likc what?™

“Anything you like.”

“That’s the thing about you,” T say.
“You’re so casy to talk to.”

Our coats shimmy and flap in the
wind. My hair blows in my mouth. Taste
of pub smoke. End of scene.

Later. Still raining. We sit in Brown’s.
“I want a Café Rouge,” Id said 10 min-
utes ago.

“Why?”"

“Because the cappuccino will at least
be nice there.” “Is that all you care
about? Cappuccino?”

“One of the things, yes.”

Can't find a Café Rouge, so we settle
for Brown’s. A forest of aspidistras and
tall stools and waitresses with dusky shad-
ows under their cyes. We sit and read the
Saturday papers. The cappuccino comes
and then is taken away again because it
was someone else’s. Another is put in its
place.

I read an article by a woman called
Marnian Partington, whose younger sister
was a victim of the Wests. 1 begin read-
ing it because it's there, but by the end 1
am daunted, moved, altered, bereaved.

The piece is long and durk and tangled
and straight and shining and pure all at
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RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS FROM BBC TV RESEARCHER -~ ON
"UNEXPLAINED" AERIAL SIGHTINGS

Many of the questions asked are based on a misunderstanding of the
MOD's role in respect of this subject, which has previously been
explained. However, the following are the answers we are able to
give to the questions as posed.

(1) See attached.

(2) Specific records are not kept. The vast majority of
“unexplained" aerial sightings reported to the MOD are ground
observations made by members of the public.

(3)(4)(5) The MOD and HM Forces have responsibility for the
effective defence of the United Ringdom and we remain vigilant for
any potential threat, from whatever source. It is in this context
alone that we look at reports of "unexplained" aerial sightings in
order to establish whether what was seen might have defence
significance. If there is no evidence to suggest that the UK's
air defences have been compromised we do not investigate or seek
to establish the precise nature of what was observed. As such it
is quite common for a sighting to remain "unexplained" but not
require any further MOD action. The Royal Air Force continually
polices the UK Air Defence Region to ensure that no unauthorised
or hostile military aircraft enters UK airspace. We would look
for evidence that the UK Air Defence Region has been compromised.

(6) The UK MOD does not and has not undertaken research into the
nature of the "UFO/flying saucer" phenomenon, either alone or with
other Governments.

(7)(8)(16)(17) In accordance with the provisions of the Public
Records Act of 1958 and 1967 all surviving paperwork from over
30 years ago on the subject of "UFOs" previously held by the MOD
has now been transferred to the Public Records Office and is
available for public examination.

{9) BSee answer to Questions 3, 4 and 5.

(10) Records of the amount of staff time spend on examination of
reports of "unexplained" aerial sightings are not maintained, but
the sums involved would represent a tiny fraction of the figure
quoted.

(11) Secretariat(Air Staff)2a is a MOD civilian secretariat branch
which provides administrative support for RAF activities and
operations. As part of its much wider ranging secretariat duties,
Sec(AS)2a is the focal point for handling any "UFO" reports
received by the MOD. As part of the assessment of reports
Sec(AS)2a staff consult relevant Departmental air defence experts
as required.



(12)(13)(14) The vast majority of "UFO" sightings are reported by
members of the public. They are made to a variety of
organisations eg. RAF stations, air traffic control centres at
civil airports and civil police stations, as well as to the MOD
directly. All reports are passed to Sec(AS)2a for examination.
Prior to 1992 any reports from members of the public received by
RAF stations were, in the first instance, forwarded to the Flying
Complaints Flight at RAF Rudloe Manor. The FCF acted as the RAF's
coordination point for passing such reports to the MOD. The FCF
took no action on the reports received and simply forwarded them
to Sec(AS)2a. Since 1992 the FCF's 'post-box' role has been
dispensed with.

(15) Cannot answer for m‘

(18) There were three other sightings reported to the MOD for
2 Feb 96 not four as previously stated. The fourth mentioned
earlier was infact observed on 1 Feb 96.

Descriptions of other reports for 2 Feb 96:

Location Description Given by Witness
(1) Clydebank White light with blue/purple. Like a
bright star - looked solid through
binoculars.

(2) M3, just past Cube-like in shape although the top
M25 junction  was bigger than the bottom giving it
a 'metal cup cake' appearance. Object
had a reddish glow to it and was the size
of 'several detached houses'.

(3) Pitlessie One mushroom shaped brilliant white
object with red and blue flashing lights.

(19) The Ministry of Defence does not have a role with respect to
“UFO/flying saucer" or extraterrestrial matters. Our interest in
reports of "unexplained" aerial sightings received relates solely
to whether there is any evidence that the UK air defence region
has been compromised. We keep an open mind about the existence of
extraterrestrial life, but to date we know of nothing which proves
that this alleged phenomenon exists. Against this background, it
is felt that a MOD spokespéerson would have little to contribute to
a programme on this subject.



N E F "UNEXPLAINED" AE IGHTIN REPORTED
TO THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

1959 - 22 1981 - 600
1960 - 31 N 1982 - 250
1961 - 71 1983 - 390
1962 — 46 1984 - 214
1963 - 51 1985 - 177
1964 - 74 1986 - 120
1965 - 56 1987 - 150
1966 - 95 1988 - 397
1967 — 362 . 1989 - 258
1968 - 280 1990 - 209
1969 - 228 1991 - 117
1970 - 181 1992 — 147
1971 - 379 1993 - 258
1972 - 201 1994 - 250
1973 - 233 1995 ~ 373
1974 - 177

1975 - 208 N

1976 - 200

1977 - 435

1978 - 750

1979 - 550

1980 - 350

Figures from before 1959 are not available.

NB. The above figures relate to the number of reports, received
by the Ministry of Defence, of aerial activity which was not
immediately identifiable to the witness. They should not be taken
to reflect sightings of "UFO/flying saucers"”.
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BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION
WHITE CITY
201 WOOD Laris
LONDON WiZ PTS
TELEPHONE: 0181757 8232

Friday 31st 1995,

e ccction Bl

lmgyomoﬁmtodtymanmmwseefyoum@uhwecomplmdmemm
to the questions we faxed you on Friday 24th. As you know our filming is fast

approaching and we begin tomorrow in the north of England.

Yourmponsstomnmmﬁomarédirecﬂyxﬂmﬂom:uhlwe plan to include in
the film.

lwuldbcvagmdhlnfyouoouldﬁmyourmponmtouscawofthefoﬂwugm

W‘IMWWMM&

!aadditionlhaveﬁm:ﬁmm which I apologise for. Could you please fax

your reply to these to oﬁcaon_mq

1.Could you please look at the accompanying drawings and tell us if these represent
any type of aircraft the MOD may be involved in developing.

2, The press has recently reported that in the event of contact with 'extra-terrestrials'
the government has a specific message. What will this message say and how will it be
conmmunicated?

3.If the government was presented with incontrovertible evidence that ‘extra-
tesrestrial' Tife forms existed would this knowledge be made public?

at may 186 17218 — [Section 20 IS
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4, What investigations happen to UFO reports when they are received by RAF

Waddington and RAF Bentley Priory

Yours sincerely,

31 MAY 98 1718

PAGE . 8083
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24th May, 1996

Desc SRR O

Thank you very much for your response regarding unexplained aerial sightings
in Morcambe, We now have a large number of new questions that we would
fike the MoD 10 respond to as s00n as passible. Most of the questions are of u
general nature and you probably deal with them every day of the week, but
there a couple that are more specific and may require some checking.

Unfornmately, as always in tclevision, we are on a tight deadline and would
appreciate as many answers as possible by Thursday, 30th May. Our fax
nuinber is:

Thanks again for your help.
We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincercly,

TAL P.G2
24 mey +96 12:28 Seciion 40 KEECE
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QUESTIONS FROM BBC TV: 24th May, 1996

1. How many UFO reports, on average, does the MoD receive each year?
(Please provide a break-down by year or by decade, if one exists.)

2. What proportion of these comes from civilian and military pilots?
3. What proportion remains unexplained after investigation?

{For example, the BA. pilots' sighting at Manchester airport was fully
investigated by the CAA and remains unexplained.)

4. ‘What happens to reports of these unexplained sightings? Do you leave them
unexplained, or are they referred elsewhere? If so, where?

5. How does the MoD) determine whether or not an unexplained sighting is ‘of
defence significance'?

6. What sort of cooperation/exchange of information is there, or has there been,
with other countries' governments?

7. What findings emerged from the Air Ministry's five-year study (1950-55)
into unexplained aerial sightings?

8. What was the estimated cost of the study?
9. What investigations have been dons sim:e?

19. Can you confirm that in 1978 alone, £1 lm was spent on investigations into
unexplained aerial sightings?

11. ASZa is apparenty the collection poi.nt for all such reports. What other
departments or personnel are involved in receiving or assessing these reports?

12, [ETENSEIRG s confirmed that Rudlos Manor was "the RAF
coordination pomt reports of unexplained aerial sightings” up until 1992. Who

at Rudloe Manor dealt with them?

13. Was it also the repository for reports from civilian pilots and reporis from
members of the public?

14. What has been happening 10 reports since 19927

24 Ay 'S5 12:50 Section 40 PAGE . 081
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15. Why of the: role of Rudloe Manor during his
sojowmn a n_40‘7 .

16. In 1957, n 'man from the ministry’ visited a reperter at the Rochdale

Ohbserver requesting the paper to cease reporting on a UFQ incident at Wardle.

The reporter was read the Official Sccrcts Act. Why did the ministry use the
OSA in this way?

17. Why was it deemed necessary 1 prevent further investigation by the
newspaper, ie was the ministry aware of the identity of the object?

18. A question following up your previous response 10 the Morecaimbe
sightings: you refer to four other sightings on the same night. Where were
these, and what did the witnesses describe?

19. And finally, would the MoD be prepared to put up a spokesperson for the
film?

AL P.@2
PRGE.B@B2

x% TOTAL PAGE.@84 xx
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Keeping_an
open mind

Lynne Shiels talked to Nick Pope about why he
believes we’ve been visited by UFQs

Nick Pape.

hen Nick Pope

first took up his

post in the Secre-

tariat (Air Staff),
he was as sceptical as the
next man about extra-terres-
trial visitors. But after three
years as the man responsible
for investigating reports of
wnidentified flving objects
(UFQOs), he was convinced
there is something out there,
and has now written a book
on the subject.

“1 fully accept that the
vast majority of incidents
have a perfectly rational ex-
planation,” he explained.
“But there is too much well-
documented evidence of
sightings which cannot be
explained.”

Nick, an HEQ currently
working in General Finance
Policy, has called his book
Open skies, closed minds.
“*Open skies' expresses nly
view that extra-terrestrial
craft can and do breach our
ajr defences with impunity




“on a regular basis. And
when they do, people close
their minds and filter out
data that shouldn’t be there.
Unless a blip on a screen be-
haves like a regular aircraft,
the radar operator will fend
to put it down to ‘atmospher-
ic conditions’ or otherwise
explain it away.”

But though some L1FOs
are “stealthy™, others have
shown up on radar. “For ex-
ample. one night in Belgium.
in 1900, 2,700 people saw a
UFQ. which was simulta-

- picked up on ground
radar. The Belgian air force
scrambled two F16 fighter/
interceptors which locked
onte the object with their ra-
dar, hut each time it broke
the lock. The craft moved
from a virtual hover to
speeds in excess of 5,000
mph in seconds — way be-
vond the cutting edge of our
own technology.” The RAF
has also scrambled on occa-
sions, chasing vbjects which
allow nothing to get too
close, Nick says.

One particularty famous
UFO incident occurred in
1980, in Rendlesham Forest.
Suffolk, where a number of
Service personnel from
USAF bases at Woodbridge
and Bentwaters saw either

“} had fo do more
than send out
standard letters
about aircraft
lights”

lights in the sky or a craft in
the forest. In a clearing
where people claimed to
have seen it land, there were
three indentations in a per-
fect equilateral triangle, tree
damage and radiation levels
10 times that of the sur-
rounding countryside.
~Cases like this convinced
me I had to do more than

send out standard letters -

about aircraft lights.
AOD’s interest in UFOs is
to evaluate whether there is
a possible threat to the UK.
and I felt I could not judge
this without further investi-
gation. So 1 would gather
data, run a series of checks,
to track down military and
civilian aircraft in the area,
for example; I'd look at the
flight patterns of airships,
weather balloon launches: |
would speak to the Roval
Observatory at Greenwich
about possible astronomical
explanations, such as fire-
balls. and I'd talk (o the Bal-
listic Missile Early Warning
Centre at RAF Fylingdales
for details of satellite tracks,
re-entry of space debris and
s0 on. 1 conld call on various
other military people to cast
an expert eye over the data
to see if they could add any-
thing to my investigation.

“Around 90 per cent of the
time 1 found a conventional
explanation. There were a
certain number of hoaxes,
but that still left a niggling
five to 10 per cent which
couldn’t be explained — and
it wasn't just a case of not
asking the right person the

right questions.”

Each year, MO receives
around 2-300 reports but
this, says Nick, is just the
tip of the iceberg. “Mlost
people don’t report sight-
ings, either becanse they are
afraid of ridicule, or simply
because they are not aware
of official interest. Most of
those who do are hesitant,
almost embarrassed, and not
seeking publicity. Many of
the witnesses are military
personnel, civil pilots and
the police — not people in
the business of faking
reports.”

During his time with Sec
(AS), other “weird and won-

“ahductees™ were insane, He
spoke to hundreds of “ab-
ductees™, giving them all the
standard psychiatric tests
and found no more psycho-
pathology in “abductees™
than in the contrel group.
He interviewed them and
then used regression hypno-
sis, and ended by changing
his mind. “He deserves to be
taken seriously, Nick,
who has himself 5pﬂ|\(‘ll toa
number of “abductees™. “I'm
convinced the phenomenon
does occur.”

To his evident regret,
Nick has never himself wit-
nessed a UFOL “I've always
had an open mind about tth

“I've always had an open mind ahout the
possibility of life elsewhere”

derful™ subjects alse came
Nick’s way; phenomena
such as crop circles and ani-
mal mutilations. He is now
researching a second book,
this time into alien abduc-
tions, and plans a novel on
the official response to a
confirmed alien presence on
earth. He has also joined the
lecture circuit, and will
speak at several conferences
during the year.

He said: “Just as 90 per
cent of LFO sightings have
a conventional explanation,
s0 do most alien abductions,
but therc is enough evidence
to suggest that a few really
happen.™ He cites the exper-
ience of John Mack, a Har-
vard professor, who began
with the assumption that

possibility of life else-
where,” he said. ~I wrote the
book because I wanted to put
the record straight. UFOs
are not taken seriously, lar-
gely because they have re-
ceived the “tabloid treat-
ment”. My book is aimed at
sceptics, and at politiciang,
and civil servants, and seek’
to persuade them to look be-

yond the tabloids. Attitudes
seem 1o be changing, and 1
hope I'm playing a part in
that. If I'm right, we should
be setting up a proper co-
ordinated investigation into
the subject.”

Open skies, closed minds will
be published en 3 June by
Simon & Schuster, price
£14.99.
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REPORTS OF UNEXPLAINED AERIAL PHENOMEN

1. One of the roles of Sec(AS)2 is to act as focal point, within
UK Central Government, for reports of unexplained aerial phenomena
(commonly known as "UFO" reports, although the latter has
connotations which we do not seek to encourage). There is a need
for such a focal point since members of the public from time to
time wish to report sights they have seen in the sky and have been
unable to explaln. In addition Government departments, and
Mlnlsters, receive a steady stream of letters from the UFO lobby.
There is a need to deal with and providé responses to such
approaches.

2. The task falls to Sec(AS) because the official interest in
"UFO sightings" is an air defence one: ie. is there any evidence
in a sighting of a breach of UK air defences? Our role in
relation to reports is therefore to examine them, with the
assistance of the appropriate experts, to ascertain whether the
sighting represents anything of defence interest. If we judge
that it does not, and this has been the case in respect of every
report to date, we do not seek to investigate further or to
provide an explanation of what might have been seen. 1In addition
we undertake the normal secretariat functions in drafting
responses to letters from the public.

3. Not surprisingly some of the letters we receive from the UFO
lobby seek to explain sightings in terms of extraterrestrial
craft, and some allege an official cover-up of evidence of
extraterrestrial life. We respond to such letters by stating that
the MOD has no role or expertise in such matters and that we
retain an open mind on them, although we are not to date aware of
any evidence to substantiate the existence of extraterrestrial
craft or beings.



4. Although Sec(aS) has had this responsibility for many years

.now, our role has recently attracted a degree of publicity, not
least because of the activities of a former member of the division
who has written a book on the topic. Our role has therefore come
to the attention of senior management, and 2nd PUS has asked how
our approach to these matters compares to that of the US
Government. Hence this letter.

5. I would be grateful if you could ascertain what the US
approach to these matters is. I would stress that we are not
specifically concerned with major studies into the UFO phenomenon.
We are aware that the US authorities have conducted such studies
in the past but to the best of our knowledge have none underway at
present (if we are wrong on this point correction would be
appreciated). Rather we are interested to know what arrangements
are in place to deal with the inevitable flow of routine UFO
sightings and correspondence from the UFO lobby. Answers to the
following questions would therefore be appreciated:

a. Are there any central arrangements in place at Federal
Government level, within the DoD or elsewhere, to deal with
reports and enquiries about UFOs? If not, who, if anyone,
deals with them?

b. What is the extent of official interest in these
matters? Does it extend beyond (or even as far as) the
defence interest in sightings, plus the need to handle
incoming correspondence?

c. What is the official line on claims of extraterrestrial
involvement, and of an official cover-up?

6. I would be grateful for an early response. If you need more
information please contact me, or Eon my staff (extn
82140MB) who deals with the "UFO"

Tours  avwaredy
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1. You will wish to see the attache
pPope's UFO book which are being serialised in the Daily Mail. We
are currently checking whether the articles contain material not
included in the submitted draft; the section on MAFF in the last
paragraph of the Monday, 13th May article appears to be new.

2. You may also wish to be aware that”took a
a member of the publicquestioning the

telephone call from
ng civil servant making money from information

propilety of a servi
he gained in the course of his official duties. We have asked
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1. You will wish to see th
Pope's UFO book which are
are currently checking whether thi
included in the submitted draft;
paragraph of the Monday, 13th May ar

e attached abridged extracts from Nick
being serialised in the Daily Mail. We
e articles contain material not
the section on MAFF in the last
ticle appears to be new.

2. You may also wish to be aware that took a
telephone call from a member of the p oning the
propiety of a serving civil servant making money from information
he gained in the course of his official duties. We have asked

cM(IR&C) to respond.
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Dally Mall, Saturday, May 11, 1996

THE CIVIL SERVANT WHO MAINTAINED

hy I believe

by NICK
POPE

The man who ran
the Ministry of

No luck with the lottery? You could
already own one of the hundreds of
thousands of unpaid winning Premivm
Bond numbers. With £12 million still
to be paid out can you afford to miss

out? Call us now to find out on:

0891 252 543

Calls cost 39 per minuse cheap rale,
49p per minutz & all other times.

LOANS

Our rate
is now down

B
ver ol e on

REEPHONE

0800 30 3000

Quoting ref: 910021200

Defence UFO desk
for three years

OVER the fast 50 years there have been
thousands of sightings of UFOs, and
millions of words written about them but,
so far, no one has been able to prove
conclusively that they either do, or do
not, exist. One reason for the lack of a
concrete explanation of these phenomena
has been the extreme reluctance of
government officials anywhere in the
world to make public their Investigations
Into the subject, a reluctance that has led
some to suspect a worldwide cover-up.
But now all that Is about to change. In an
astonishing new book the man who, for
three years, ran the official UFO desk at
our Ministry of Defence, Secretariat (Air
Staff) 2a, reveals the evidence that
persuaded him not only that UFOs do
exist, but that their actlvities pose a
serious threat to mankind . . .

ERE I to name one d

the three years I spen! as

the Ministry of Defence’s
‘\ UFQ expert that con-

vinced me that extra-
terrestrial spacecraft are regularly
v1.-'srhlngmg3 Earth, it would be March 31,

It was a day I will never forget. I arrived at
work at 9am, as usual, to find that there had
been a major wave of UFO sightings in Brit-
ain the previous night, with many police and
military witnesses.

The first call came from a

COMMON SIGHTINGS

THE LIGHTS: Most eyewitnesses
have reported seeing lights in
atriangular arrangement and a
powerful beam directed downwards.

THE FLIGHT PATTERN: UFOS are
able to hover with great precision then
accelerate away in any direction at

speeds greater than the fastest military jet.

T

WARP EFFECT: The shape of the UFO

seems to become indistinct — as if parts
of it are passing out of the viewers visual
spectrum. A similar effect is experienced
with radar tracking.

Hdmbh—h-imhﬁﬂu'cbi&inpdm
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g
routine patrol in their car the
night before and had seen a
UFO. He was the first police wit-
ness I had come across dire
and I remember listening partic-
ularly carefully to what he had to

say.
The constable was often on
duty st night, so he was used to
all the sights and sounds of the
kness: the hoot of an owl in
the woods beyond the stationary
gatrol car, the barking of a dog;
ostly appearance of trees
on the roadside when headlights
dapple their branches.

UT WHAT he and his
colleague had seen was

like nothing they had

come across before.

This was no shooting star, no
meteor. Two bright lights, toge-
ther with a third, fainter one,
were flying in perfect formation
ahead of vapour trails. I probed
carefylly over the phone. From
what he told me about their col-
our and movement, they were
clearly not aircraft t8. Simi-
larly, they were not fireballs.
‘They were simply unidentifiable.
As the momln%nwore on, the
calls came In thick and fast.
Other people had seen the three
lights, two bright, one fainter, In
the same perfect formation. The
pattern began to ring bells. The
police report su ested three
eraft in some sort of sguadron.

Some of the reports deseribed
the lights t.mvelllng at high
speeds, others talked of a virtual
hover, There were references to

2 Pt e Tights Tom n
ments pu s low
the sky.

Most sightings had occurred
between 1 and 1.30am, with a

articular concentration at

105m aving established a

g for the appearance

of the ll%ilts, 1 needed to co-
ordinate the sightings on a map,
to mark each with atime, height
(if that could be ascertained)
and compass bearing.

The resulting paitern did not
give me the straight line
hoped for, but the sightings were
concentmted, over Devon, Corn-
wall, Somerset and Wales. There
were oradic reports, too, from
the Midlands and even York-
shire. If all the sl%htings were of
the same object hen it was zig-
zaggin g% a random pattern,
“throuy our skies at incredibly
high speed.

By lunchtime it became obvi-
ous that I was right at the centre
of the biggest wave of UFO
slghtmgs ever reported in
Britain.

As if to confirm this, the initial
police report said that officers all
over Devon and Cornwall had
seen the lights. And I knew, from
experience, that still more wit-
nesses would never come
forward.

At that time of night, most
Bgople would, of course, have

en in bed, 50 the number of

sightings would be reduced
accordingly but, even so, I esti-
mated that several hundred
people had seen something
extraordinary. And the sightings
were not confined to mainland
Britain. Other reports reached
me from the Irish Republic and,
in the days that fol.lowed I heard
of sightings in France and
Belgium,

I hope I don't sound too much
like Colonel Blimp when I say
that, if a threat to the security of
my country was looming, then I

to do my damnedest
to son it out. That was my job as
a Defence try civil servant.

An important report came in
from a military patrol gu

an RAF base in the West Mid-
lands. This was dynamite. An
unidentified craft in any British
airspace was threatening
enough, but over & high security
milit, establishment? There
was better to come.

NE OF the sightings in

Wales was from a man

with vast experience of
aviation and mathe—

A He had watched the
object low over the coast
near Haverfordwest in Pembro-
keshire and had timed its pas-
sage between two points on the
shoreline, whose ance from

each other he knew.

From that information he was
able to calculate its speed at
that point to be about 1,100mph

— the same as the top
an American F-16 et ﬂgh
In Rugelety S
members of the same famﬂy saw
a huge diamond-shaped object
flying steadily over their heads.
They estimated its height at less
than 300m and the diameter of
the craft was about 200m. They
also reported a low, humming
sound of the rrequency you d
experience standing in front of
the speakers at a pop concert,
feeling the sound waves passing
through your bo
t wasn't pleasnnt. but the;
decided to jump in the car an
follow it. Either they lost the
UFO or it lost them; the chase
was unsuccessful. They thought
itwas%mgtulamlmaﬁeld
beyond the road because it was
ﬂyl:nnﬁm low. They screeched to
by the gate but when they
clambered out, the craft had
gone They saw nothing after
hat. They were disappointed
but maybe they’d had a lucky

Perhaps the most interesting
report came from an RAF base
in Shropshire. The meteorologi-
cal officer there saw the most
astonishing sight of that whole
SRy i st Shationnry, moves

al st stationary, movi
erratically towards him at a
speed of several hundred miles
an hour. At one point it fired a
beam of light at the ground,
which swept the countryside
from left to t, as tho
were lool r something l.n
the fields and hedgerows.

The sighting was not a
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RECENT SIGHTINGS: Military
gersonnel guarding an RAF

ase were startled by what they
were convinced was a UFO and
in March '93 reports flooded in
from right across Britain. Rather
than the traditional hubcap
shape, descriptions incidate a
more angular vessel.

As large as a jumbo jet but much y

faster, it follows an erratic flight
path, altemately hovering, then

zooming off.
id

.

TOP-SECRET: Before their existence was
officially acknowledged Stealth planes

being tested were often taken for UFOs,

but they could not hover and then accelerate.

CLOUDS: Atmaspheric conditions
can produce lenticular clouds which

are sausage-shaped and metallic
coloured but do not fravel at high speeds.

SKY LIGHTS: All sorts of natural
phenomend, from ball lightning to falling
space debris, can create strange lights in
the sky - but never follow a zig-zag path.

second’s glimpse but Iasted for five
minutes, long enough for the witness
to estimate the size of the craft as
about that of a Jumbo jet. But as he
and I knew, Jumbo jets don’t hover
and they don’t scan the countryside
}mt,h 1gean:i:\].igh{:‘s. Hetlﬁea;'d the s;;.ne
ow-frequency hum the family from
Rugeley hadcfxeard.

What could I say to this man? He
was a trained observer, considerably
more familiar with the night sky than
I was. On the phone I agreed with
him that there was only one conclu-
sion: whatever he had seen was

own.
I carrled out my usual check

from Shropshire or the low hum
heard there and in Rugeley, neither
would it be seen low aver the
coast near Haverfor: est because
the debris didn't come down any-
where near Britain. Nelther can a
piece of even the smallest space
debris hover — it falls with the speed
dictated by gravity.

I took an unprecedented step and
ordered a number of radar tapes to
be impounded and sent to me.
results were dlsappomtmg The blips
faded in and out all night, like ghosts
in the morning light. RAF radar
defence experts explained these
cony lly enough. Ground

looking for the explicable, hunting
for the mundane. I needed to cover
my own back, to be ready for the
media deluge What were the
Ministry’'s answers? There was no
unusual civil or military aircraft
activity that night that came
close to fitting anything
been seen. There were no
in the area of the
densest sightings and no unusual
plenetary activity, said the Green-
wich Observatory.
Then RAF Fylingdales, in York-

clutter, they said, tall trees picked
now and again around one par-
ticular radar head.

8
entered Earth’s atmosphere that

night and might just have been visi-
ble from the IJj nited Kingdom, So

that was it, the doubters said, ortho—
dox science had triumphed again.
But of course, it hadn't.
A piece of re- entering space debris
would burn up, r, and
roduce a flaming tra.il wlnch would
seconds. This couldn't ace-
ount for the fi

But there were too many visual
sightings and the reports were from'
witnesses too trustworthy to igno
Whatever it was that zlg-zagged
across Britain on the t of March
30 and 31, 1993, that probed our
fields and raced our cars, it was not
picked up by radar. And conse-
quently, with no radar track to set
the procedure in motion, we hadn’t
even got our air the

Over the coming weeks I tned to
find an explanation but every avenue
led nowhere. Whatever it was had
come and gone It was time to ta.ke
the whole pro lem ‘up:
ly, I didn’t hold out much hope that
my bosses would listen.
I drew u

funy constructed
report of tge March 30-

31 sightings

i

and sent it tb my head of division. }\
del:gerately avoided the emotive
T

appears nowhere in the official doc-
umentation 1 would have to add:
sion —

'I'he March 30-31 sightings brought
about a marked in my own
attitude. I would play no further part
in bland platitudes about UFOs

being ‘of no defence significance’. I
sensed that some of my colleagues
thought UFOs were only of defence
significance if they aimed laser
beams at clties, But any craft, con-
ventional or otherwise, that can do
what that triangle did, is of extreme
defence significance in itself, Our
radar couldn’t trace it, our jets
wouldn't be able to eatch it. We can

our God — or our lucky
stars — that whatever it was it was
not, on that particular occasion,
anyway, hostile.

2

IN THE Ministry of Defence, tours of
duty last between two and three
years. After that, in order to provide
& breadth of knowledge and experi-
ence, personnel are moved on. In the
course of my ten-year career to date,
I have been involved in the debaté
over women flying combat aircraft
(we won the debate and now the;
do); operational duties in the Ch
War and helping to organise the
commemorations marking the 50th
Annlversary of the end of World War

In autumn 1990, 1 joined the divi-
sion whose basle role is to provide
advice to defence ministers and sen-
lor air force officers on policy,
political anmrnamentpxy mi;ttters,

was
this division that was sible for
UFOs.

In July 1991, when an internal
shuffle gave me "the job of UFO desk
officer — Secretariat (Air Staff) 2a —
I became the man at the ministry
responsible for Unidentified Flying
Objects. I was about to become ‘the
real Fox Mulder’ hero of the cult TV
serles The X Files.

T THE Ministry, I inher-

ited a situation where any

UFO report, however
bizarre, seemed to be
attributed to aircraft lights; case
closed, and those who reported
them were more often than not writ-
ten off as weirdos. When I started I

of
and opted I.nstead for uncorrelated
and c vern-
ment bur
accused of inventing jargon for the
sake of it, but here I felt it was nee-
essary, it paid off. The report was
passed up the chain of command,
Uil it rehched the assistant chief of
the Afr Staff himself.
He noted my report — there was
little else he could do. By now I had

toowas 1y sceptical about the
paranormal,as you would expect a
steady career civil servant to be.

I was certainly not the sort of per-
son who subscribed to any sort of
bizarre theory without first seeing
some proof. I didn’t believe in UFOs
and I hadn’t even heard of the con-
cept of alien abduction.

But my next three years were liter-
ally a voyage of discovery. I was able
to talk directly to those who have

d UFOs and I

tried all possible lines of inquiry.
There were no other le:

So the official findings (mine) read
“Type of cr: of

craft — unknown; origin of
craft — wh; motive of oceu-
pants — unknown.' And, although it

S

o i

»onvlmed thatwhat they m
with; on-oegas

ots. al > “non-e
pnpfﬁ'l mcagu”‘,"m

had unprecedented access to the
raw data on the subject — the files
which some will tell you the Govern-
ment is anxious to suppress.

By the time I moved on to another
posting, having won an important
promoﬁon, my mind had been
opened to the possibility that the
universe 18 a very much stranger
place than conventional science
might suggest.

I believed 1 had clear evidence that
craft of unknown origin were dem-
onstrating a technology, apparently,

r in advance of our own and were

COi
them and even when it could, it
seemed that our afreraft and missiles
would not be able to stop them. Yet
some of my superiors 9&ppeared to
‘ﬁh the matf,er off. And when they
ised I was serious and they
sto ped laughing, I was told to drop
ain lines of inquiry.
I made it my business to do every-
thing I could to find rational

TURN TO NEXT PAGE
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DAY THREE: ONLY ONCE HAS A UFO AND ITS OCCUPANTS FALLEN

If this film was a hoax,
hat really happened at

by NICK POPE

The man who ran the

Ministry of Defence UFO

desk for three years

IN THE first two Instalments from his extraordlnarm
new book, seriallsed exciusively in the Daily Mall, Nick
Pope explained how the reports hie received at the
Ministry of Defence convinced him that UFOs do exist,
and why he believes they pose a serious threat to

mankind. Today, he exal

the most al

of all UFO sightings and argues that those who
dismissed film footage of an ‘allen autopsy’ as a hoax
may have missed the true significance of the incldent.

N THE evening of

July 2, 1947, Mr and

Mrs Dan Wilmot,

living in the small

town of Roswell, New
Mexico, saw ‘a big, glowing
cehject’ in the mght sky over
their front porch.

It was nearly 10pm and the visibil-
ity was good. Whatever the object
was — and it appeared to be shaped
like '‘two inverted saucers faced
mouth to mouth’ — it was moving
very fast to the north-west.

There was an electrical storm that
night, not unusual in the desert
regions of the American south-west,

but Mac Brazel, a rancher who lived
75 miles from Roswell, heard a lous
explesion that was clearly some-
hing other t! thunder.

In the morning he found an area
strewn with wreckage. The frag-
ments were thin, foil-like metal that
he couldn’t crease or bend with his
bare hands. The metal’s surface
seemed to be covered in hiero-

hics and dangling from it was 2
dape—like material covered in a floral

In Roswell the next day, Brazel
visited the town sheriff, who con-
tacted the local army air force base.
It was now that events took a rather
sinister turn. Brazel talked to a local
radio reporter, Johnny McBoyle.
But the authorities threatened to
remove McBaoyle’s licence if he con-
tinued his transmission, and his
attempt to relay the information to
the larger radio station at Albu-
querqgue was likewise intercepted.

Meanwhile, Brazel was interro-
gated at the alr base and the army

nly visited his ranch to collect
the mysterious debris but cordoned
off the area.

Although radio silence had effec-
tively been achieved, the newspa-

T8 were less easy to control. The

ell Dally Record of July 8 car-

ried the scteammg headline
USAAF cap ures Flying Saucer on
Ranch In Bswe]l Re; gi
of what s-
terical pub]jdty Lieute all
Haut, public mformatxon omcer at
the base. issued a press release of
unique honesty.

‘The many rumours regarding th

g Disc became a reality yester—
day when the Intelligence Office of

the 509th Bomb Camp of the Eighth
Air Force, Roswell
was fortunafe enough to gu.in pos—
session of a dise through the co-
operation of one of the local ranch-
ers and the sheriff's office of Chaves
County.

‘The nying bject landed on a

ranch near 1l sometime last
week. Not ha hone facillties,
the rancher store the dise i

d Major
509th Bomb Gtoup Intelugence
office.

‘Action was immediately taken
and the disc was picked up at the
rancher’s home. It was inspected at
the Ro:gel giyr gggl nnﬁ subi
sequently loanes or Marce]
to higher headquarters.”

Haut subsequently claimed that
he had cleared this press release
with his commanding officer, Colo-
nel William Blanchard. Whatever
the truth of the situation, Blan-
chard went on to become a general,

Haut resigned commission the
following year.
Most of the wrecl ‘which Major

‘Marcel had collec was flown to
Texas, where a press conference
was called and newsmen were

ance, A second photo
{:portunity allowed them even
oser. The authorities then
announced that the debris was that
of a weather balloon. was cer-
tainly net the recollection of the
Brazels, who had kept bits of the
wreckage out of curiosity. When the
gg}mﬁ Brazel mentioned in a locat
he still had three pieces, he

was visited by the military, who
promptly confiscated his collection.

This was two years aﬂ,e: the crash.
Why should the tary be so con-
cerned about what they had already
said was & weather balloon? Major

Marcel, who could be expected o
know a weather balloon when he
saw one, said he could not recognise
the hierogly hics on the metal’s
surface and discovered that, though
weighing virtually nothmg, the
metal could not be dented or
burned.

But much more bizarre than the
compeiling evidence of the crashed
UFO and the subsequent official
cover-up is the alleged discovery of
a dead crew member.

On the morning of July 3, Barney
Barnett, a civil engineer workmg in
the desert area known as the Plains
of San Alagiggtin, found ‘some sort of
metallic, g«led object’ in
the sand. Inside scat—
tered around it were dead creatures,
humanoid, but the size of children.
Their eyes were small in their out-
sized heads and they had no hair.
They wore grey, one-piece suits
without belts, zips or buttons.

ARNETT was not alone. He

was allegedly joined by a

group of student archaeolo-

gists from the University of
Pennsylvania, carrying out a dig in
the area.

The local undertaker in Roswe!
Glenn Dennis, received a number of
telephone calls from the sir base
asking about the complexities of
preserving bodies in ice. He subse-
quently received an order for four
child-size cof military nurse at
the base claimed to have seen
autopsy reports on alien bodies.

There, with hearsay, contradiction

and denial, the Roswell story lay for
several years. But the U.8. Freedom
of Informatlou Act, which became
law 1976, forced the release of
e! (although not all) govern-

men papers on UFOs.

Papers known as the Malestic-lz
documents surfaced and they
it clear that a group had been set u
by the government to study bot
the Roswell saucer and its alien
crew. The U.S. government at once
rlia!i{m:ouuced these documents as

€es.

An autopsy was
rformed on
an ‘alien’
(above) from
the Roswell
crash. Control
panels (left) for
six flng«rsI were
supposedly
found in the
wreckage

es would, of course, the alien bodies.
Whatever hzppened in the sun-
baked New Mexico desert in the
, 1t marked the com-
of ufology in two ways. It
produced tanglb e evidence of a
craft and crew that were at least
likely net to be of earthly origin
And it produced a wall of sllence
from the authorities that has
blocked serfous civilian investiga-
tion for years.

L 2

Was the Roswell * ’ an
experimental craft, along the lines
of dirigible airships and V1/V2 rock-
ets ea.rher in the century? Certainly,
the White Sands Missile Base near
Roswell has fired an estimated
30,000 pleces of military hardware
lllgil% the sky in the half century since

Until 1964, most of these launches
took place at night (which would fit
the Wilmot and Brazel evidence)
and White Sands admits that 7 per
cent of its tests are aborted, allow-
ing for quite a high incidence of
crashes. But the unusual metal and
the unexplained hieroglyphics
would seem to rule out this theory,

BUT in the Roswell case some

oceurred which lifted it into

ferent category from other debated
stories.

A few years ago, Ray Sentilli, the
managing director of a London-
based firm, was researching a docu-
mentary on Elvis Presley when he
heard about an American camera-
man who claimed to be the first
person to film Elvis on stage.

He flew over to meet the man, who
was by then in his 80s. Santilli
boughg film footage from the cam-

eraman, who then offered him some
canisters containing 16mm film of
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lNTO HUMAN HANDS. AND 50 YEARS LATER THEIR FATE IS STILL SHROUDED IN MYSTERY ...

why will no one tell us
Roswell air force base?

There were 8,000 reports of UFOs ~
.= but no one wanted o know: ::

what he maintained were various
autopsies carried out on alien
beings killed in the supposed UFO
crash at Roswell.

Santilli bought all the foota%e,
allegedly paylng $100,000
cameraman’s ldentity has not been
made public, although he has been
given the pseudonym of Jack
Barnet.

It is claimed that he was serving in
the U.S. army in 1947 and was called
upon to record the aftermath of the
Roswell crash, including the site
and the autopsies. He somehow
managed to spirit away some of this
footage and kept it for nearly 50
years before deciding to sell it.

Rumours about the existence of
this film had been eirculating
among a few ufologists since 1993,
but it was not until spring 1995 that
the story broke.

A few weeks later a friend to

vite me to a screening on Friday,
May 5 in the lecture theatre

The alien’s face (left),
frozen in an expression
of horror, is definitely

human-ilke. During

analysis, the black
membranes covering

the eyes were removed
(above)

It dealt with one of the autopsies.
The joumalists were in a

hearted mood. There was lots of
laughter and general tomfoolery,
but once the screening began,
soon gave way to gasps of amaze-
ment and horror.

There was something lying on the
autopsy table and it wasn’t human.
t is t to estimate the height,
but it was probably around 5ft, per-
haps a little less. It was essentially
humanoid, with a bulbous, hairless
head. The eyes seemed shghtly
larger than ours, although this
might have been an illusion created
bir the fact that they were com-
pletely black.

It had six fingers on its hands and
1six toes on ltts %eet The s‘lll;)pel' legb
leg appea.red 0 be seriously injure
and the left hand almost severed af
the wrist. These, presumably, were
injuries sustained in the crash.

Two individuals wearing hooded
one- ple(ée protection garments

beneath the Museum of London. examine ebody, and there was a

There were about 200 people third ed figure visible behind a
resent, & mixture of ufolo and screen. The footage we saw was
ournalists from around the world. edited, clearly short extracts from a
An edited section of film was taixlylengthy operatlon The actual

shown, lasting for about 18 pr dging by a clock on

the wall) took several hours. After
the examination had taken place,
the black membranes covering the
eyes were removed. It was at this
gomt that the scalpels were

rought out and the autopsy

became a dissection. The body was
slit open at the front and various
organs were removed. As each cub
was made, a small amount of dark,
viscous liquid seeped from the
wound.

HEN THE lights went

up at the end of the

screening, the per-

plexed media turned on

the unfortunate Santilli, angry that

there had been no introduction and

no opportuni? for questions. He

found himself surrounded by a

gredatory horde of reporters and

ad to be escorted from the room by
a minder.

On Monday, August 28, 1985,

FOR ten years Warminster In
Wiltshire became the best exampla
modern Britain has seen of how the
heady combination of sightings,
media attention, local gurus and
rumour can tur a place Into a
focus of UFQ-related actlvity.

it started In 1965 with a photograph
of a disc-shaped UFO over the
town, which

Government did not seem to care
and even the media did not want to
know.
In February 1994, | recelved a
detailed report from very close to

ge. lan M. a
4G-year -old civil servant, was
walking along the banks of
Craigluscar Reservoir taking

of the land:

published. Warminster was on
course to become the UFO centre
of the world.
There were reports of flylng
objects, ghosts, poltergeists,
une lained buzzing and weird
Ns engulfing the town. Some

were exposed as hoaxes, bul this
did nothing to undermlne
Warminster's status as a place of
mysterious manifestations.
Its ptace in UFO culture is well
known. But the town that runs it
closest in Britaln remains a virtual
secret. 1992 and 1994 the
inhabitants of Bonnybridge in
Canlral Scotland made 8,000

orts of UFOs. And yet, desplte
th s extraordinary number, hardly
anyone has heard of these reports.
When the Bonnybridge local
counclllor, Billy Buchanan, held a
town meeting to discuss the
sightings, hundreds of people
turned up. There were television
crews from the U.S. and Japan —
but the British medla stayed away. |
wanted to go to Bonnybridge
myself but this was not permitted
by the Ministry.
A real and natural still

Suddenly he became aware of an
odd humming noise. He looked up
and saw something coming low
over the dark waters. it was several
fest in dlameter, disc-shaped and
metallic, with lights on its rim. it
descended until it was stationary,
hovering 1001t above the water.
He watched the object for 15
minutes untll it began to move off
slowly. Suddenly it accelerated at
incredible speed and vanished.
During this sighting, Macpherson
felt as though he was paratysed.
But as the object moved away he
took possession of himself again
and managed to get two
?r:lotographs The first shows a
shee-shaped object in the sky'
the second, taken only a second or
two later, shows merely a dot in
the distance.
For some time afterwards,
Macpherson would wake up inan
armchair in the night, with
recollection of how he got there.
I carried out all the usual tests. No
radar blips; no weather balloons;
no aircraft in the vicinity. The
photographs he took have been
and there Is no evidence

exists in the area, Strange things
were happening, but the

of fakery The Ministry’s official
verdict is ‘unexplained’.

extracts from the film were shown
in a Channel 4 documentary made
by John Purdie of Union Pictures.
‘The extracts were also broadcast in
the U.S. and Japan.

In the aftermath of these screen-
ings, the debate on UFOs reached a

new intensity. M: claimed this
was the final proof that extra-
terrestrial life exists and has visited

us on Earth. Scientists still disa-

gree, maintaining that it is possible

tdo hoax virtually anything these
ays.

1 suppose they are right, although
I suspect some scientists have such
a closed mind on the subject that
they wouldn’t accept the existence
of aliens even if the proverbial UFO
landing on the White House lawn
happened before their very eyes.

who claimed tc have seen the origi-
nal entities from the Roswell crash?

As for its authenticity, I keep an
open mind, but I am Inclined to
think it is a very clear hoax. Yet
even if it is a hoax, it does not nec-
essarily follow that no izarre
and very probably extra-terrestrial
dropped on Roswell in 1947,

The shame of the whole business
is that if the film is proved to be a
forgery, the public will simpl
assume that the whole Roswell incl-
dent never happened. Perhaps, say
the conspiracy theorists, that is
exactly the aim: to use a cynical
Elllece of disinformation to discredit

e whole Roswell saga.

If s0, it is fooling very few people,
and certainly not the local con-~
tﬁrliessmzam Stephen Schiff, who con-

ues to maintain that some
bizarre d in Roswell,

L 2

I AM still asked by ufologists an
journalists alike what I think of the

I
interesting, although there are still
questions to be answered.

There were certainly some impor-
tant questions: why was the original
cameraman not prepared to speak
out and be questioned so that
details of his military background
could be authenticated? Why had
he held onto the film for nearly 50
ﬂeﬂrs before coming forward? Per-

aps most importantly, why did the
aliens shown not mateh the
descriptions given by some of those

that somewhere within the ranks of
U.S. officiaidom there are people
who know exactly what it was.
Perhaps it is fitting to finish with a
quote from Richard DeMotto,
national security aide to Senator
Robert Byrd. Commenting on the
Roswell film footage, he said: ‘If it
happened, if there Is even one cred-
ible piece of evidence that Earth has
been wsxted by aliens, it changes
eve t only had to happen

.ABRIDGED extract from Open
Sk:ie.;,l ?,losed Mi;

Nick Pope and M. J. Trow 1996.

OUT CROP CIRCLES
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The man who ran the
Ministry of Defence UFO
desk for three years

IN HIS new book, serialised exclusively in
the Dally Mail, Nick Pope explaing how the
reports he received at the Ministry of
Defence convinced him that UFOs do
exist, and why he believes they pose a
serlous threat to mankind. Today, in our
final extract, he examines the significance
of Britain’s best-documented UFO sighting
and of the most widely observed
unexplained phenomenon — crop circles.

S FAR as we can tell, the phe-

nomenon of crop circles

started in Westbury, Wiltshire,

in August 1980. To the south

lies Warminster, the most con-
centrated focus of UFO activity in the
country, and to the east, across the
rolling expanse of Salisbury Plain, is
the Army training area, dotted with
red waving flags and rutted with the
snaking tracks of tanks.

‘Three circles had appeared in the corn below
the Hill of the White Horse and nobody — least of
all the Wiltshire Times, which carried the story —
could explain how they got there. There was talk
of a prank along the lines of the Devil's footprints
tound travelling up vertical walls and over
Tooftops in the Devon snow in the winter of 1855
t(’fi‘tlind xio one has ever proved how that was done,

er)

But the circles were too mysterious, intrlgujn
and downright beautiful to be so e written
off. Theories and theorists abounded, offering all

of quasi-scientific exy none of
which seemed to meet the case. They ineluded
the effect of the strange Wiltshire wind patterns
(but these could h: have produced patterns
of such complexity) to New Age-type ideas about
the ‘Living Earth’ sending out messages.

One imponderable which was never properly
addressed was why no one had seen a erop tircle
before 1980 and why the decade saw such a pro-
Uteration of them.

There were those who drew immediate
paral]els with the Warminster

-shaged object photo-
gﬁaphed over the town in 1 And

informed the meeting that he had Very little of it held water. It was

true that researchers had carried

ere have indeed been reports of ghotographed the circles from a

lights (most of them yellow and
ating — one resembled a huge
Rmzan' wheel) in the night sky in
connection with erop circles. In
1985, five such lights were seen
matehing the formation which was
to appear in the corn the next day.

7

HAT year, the Ministry of

Defence was drawn into

the crop circle debate for

the first tire. A farmer had
found a spectacular guintuplet of
circles on his land and telephoned
the local Army air corps base at
Middle Wallop in Hampshire to ask
what they were up to.

They were not, in fact, up to any-
thing. Lieutenant-Colonel Ed; e-
combe, who investigated t
matter, was mystified but attended
a meet{ng of crop-circle researchers

“~ give his views. Someone sug-
w—that the circles might be
downwash of the
helicopter,

elicopter and had submitted his

hotographs and a report to Secre-
E ariat (Air Staff)

The UFO cormection with crop
circles has never gone away and now
here was & serior officer in the Brit-

h Army, as much a figure of the
Establishment as a.nz'one they were
ever likely to get, taking a close
interestina phenomenon previously
associated (like 'Os themselves)
with 1mkey media reports and odd
people in anoraks. In the end, Lt-Col
Edgecombe's reﬁon was ﬁled, along
with some pub c correspondence,
and the Ministry of Defence offered
no formal guidance.

The conspiracy theorists had a
fleld day. Wild rumours began to
circulate; space-based laser weap-
ans were bemg tested — though why
on farmers’ flelds, where the results
wouid become pubuc knowledge,
and not on the Ministry’s private
land was never explained; the centre
of the circles had been tested and
found to be erackling with radioac-
tivity; Margaret Thatcher, the Prime

ter, had asked for & full report
on the clreles, it was said, and min-
isters were seen hurrying into

\“Er 10, looking strained,

out soil and erop analyses from
within formations, but the results
were contradictory and inconclu-
sive. The laser-weapon theory was
nonsense, and the high-level meet-
ing at Number 10 never happened.
But the speculation continued.

Wiltshire is crowded with Army
bases and serial activity over the
county is an everyday occurrence.
People — probably the lunatic
fringe of the UFC movement whose
heads are full of such things —
began to notice that the military
was paying particular attention to
the circles.

In 1985 the phenomenon was (or
appeared to be) only five years old,
and there was certai To reason
why, before Lt-Col Edgecombe’s
intervention, the Ministry should
have become involved.

But now we were involved. If
crops were being flattened in what
appeared increasingly to be an
unnatural way, then surely some
unknown physical force was con-
nected? The force, powerful as it
was, might yet have significant
defence implications,

By the end of the Eighties, the
ferocious media interest had died

awsay, but the Job which I took up at
the UFO desk of the Ministry in 1991
led me to give the crop circle phe-
nomenon a lot of thought I
reviewed all the theories and I must
say that the more complex didn't
impress me at all. But what of the
simplest one?

'

OR ME there Is no doubt

that many of the circles and

even more complex forma-

tions are hoaxed. From
Piltdown Man to the Hitler Diaries,.
it is in the nature of some people to
con others and in the nature of oth-
ers to be conned, Some of us simply]
want to believe, in the same way as
we wart to believe in the Yeti or the
Loch Ness monster.

In my own fields of UFO research,
the risk of material being fabricated
in many ways, from the stories of
fantasy-prone 'individuals to faked
photographs, is high. But a faked
cu‘cle’s edges are rough, where the

‘genuine’ ones are smooth. In

l

hoaxes, the stalks of the comn are
usually broken; in a ‘real’ circle they
are swirled flat. A number of the
‘real’ circles respond to a8 dowsing
stick; bogus ones generally do not.
Most significantly of sll, some of
the crops from ‘genuine’ circles
apparently show distinet cellutar
changes when analysed; crops from
hoaxed circles do not.

Consider, t0o, the complexities of
hoaxing. As Ralph Noyes, a retired
senior defence ministry civil serv-
ant, says: ‘What pantechnicon of
skdiful hnicians has st ded

for 11 years in rushing about
Wessex and, latterly, other parts of
the country, not to mention the
wider world, without ever being
detected, even in the most public
areas?’

Hoaxers have to work at_ni ht
without hght.s and are usually

hurry. They have to avolcl a l'uu

moon. They can't afford to wake
farm dogs or even cattle. They must
keep an eagle eye out for shotgun-

toting farmers, intent on scaring off
trespassers. They must dodge the
infra-red lenses of diehard

RS-

~—




Crop circles in
Wiltshire, such
as the webat
Avebury
(below) and the
corn rings at

- Alton Barnes -
{right), could be
the work of
clever hoaxers
—ora
message from
another world
(graphic above)

cropwatchers. And yet, despite hav-
ing to contend with all that, they
have far exceeded the results of
staged competitions to create crop
circles, cargied out in broad daylight
with all thé time in the world.

AS FOR the UFO-related theories, I
could not give much credence o the
idea originating in Queensland, Aus-
tralia, that the circles were UFOQ
1a.ndmg nests.

The saucers would be weird indeed
if the pictograms were their imprint
in the corn. But as far as I was con-
cerned, that was not the end of the
UFO possibi]ities. Far from it.

‘The designs could certainly still be
extra-terrestrial in origin, perhaps
made by an energy beam or remote-
controlled probe. Again, assumin
the existence of alien beings ar
“hair abﬂitéy to reach us, the ereation

al and mysteﬂous pat-
e crop
“ﬂlar

circles, this explanation goes, is to
communicate with us, just as early
humans did with each other
through pictograms and symbols,
To ensure smooth storylines and
familiarity among readers and film-
goers, science fiction has conven-
iently assumed that allens can
speak our languages, but we need
not be so naive
Indeed, official attempts are now
being made to contact other civili-
sations in our universe. NASA, for
example, transmits radio 51gnals,
unmistakably artificial ones such as
sequences of prime numbers, so
that alien cultures cannot assume
the are natural in configuration,
binary ¢ode sequences which,
when decoded into black and white
components, take on the crude fig-
ure of a human being. The frequen-
cies are chosen t0 avoid confusion
with signals naturally emitted by
pulsars and other stellar objects.
Perhaps someone or something Is
ing our fields in the same way in
an attempt to contact us. The corn
is a blank canvas, Etch on it pat-
“erns which are artifi-

explain them away naturally or sci-
entifically, make them mmore and
more complex so that they cannot
be dismissed as either plasma vorti-
ces or hoaxes.

Mathematics, it is said, is the only
universal language. If this is so, is it
possible that extra-terrestrials
would use a form of watics to

Dalty Mait, Wednesday, May 15, 1996 ol

AN'WE BE SURE EXTRA-TERRESTRIALS AREN'T TRYING TO COMMUNICATE WITH US?

drawn 1n the corn?

Page 53

T THREE In the morning on December 27, 1980, two
securlty patrolmen on a routine tour of the
perimeter of the RAF/USAF alrbase at Woodbridge
in Suffolik saw bright lights among the trees of the
adjacent Rendlesham Forest. Their first assumption
was that an aircraft might have overshot or misjudged the
runway and been forced into the trees, afthough they had
heard no nolse. They asked permission to investigate
beyond the camp gates, which was duly granted.
in the forest it soon became clear that the object was no
aeroplane. They saw a metallic, triangular craft uniike anything

they had seen before and
chased it through the trees.
And that was not the end of It.
Two nights later, thers was a
similar sighting and a larger team

led by the deputy base commander,

U.S. Ajr Force Lieutenant-Colonel
Charles Halt, went out to
investigate.

Halt and his men advanced Into the
torest, lsaving others in the vicinity
«of the powerful lights, known by
the military as llght-alls that had
been brought up to llluminate the
scene. Their

another team. He Is still able to
pinpoint the exact spot where he
saw the light, in a strange circle of
migt, in a fieid. The whole fieid was
lit by a bright light. A glowing red
ball approached from across the
fleld and at first Warren thought it
was an A-10 alrcraft coming in to
land. But it stopped over the circle
of mist and exploded, without
sound, without heat, Into a galaxy

strangely, Although the tape
recorder, Geiger counter and
night-vision scope were In perfect
order, all three machines
experienced Interforence, The
light-alls refused to work.

It is eerie to hear the 18-minute
recording of Halt and his team as
they edged thelr way through the
undergrowth to within 150 yards of
the light source.

‘Strange flashing red light ahead.’
‘No, it's yeilow.’

“Weird.”

‘it's definitely coming this way.’
Halt remembered the light vividly
In: later years: 'it pulsated as
though t were an eye winking at
you and around the edges it
appeared to have molten metal
dripping off it. Here | am, a senlor
official who routinely denles this
sort of thing and works to debunk
them, and I'm invoived In the
middle of something | can't
explain.’

HAT he couldn’t

explaln was that the

moving light, now
red, now yellow, suddenty
exploded into pieces, each of them
in a white light, and then
disappeared. Immediately he saw
three objects In the sky, like stars,
except that they gave off red, gresn
and blue lights and darted in'all
In sharp, angular

communicate with us?

Benoit Mandelbrot devised a
shape on an IBM computer as a
representation of the concept of
infinity. An exact replica of that
shape appeared in a corn field in
England in 1993. Coincidence? A
hoax by a tearn of university prores—
sors? Or something less e:

And what of the quintuplets, Dne
large circle surrounded by four
smaller ones? Could the message be
as simple as ‘We come from a star
with four planets? Or '‘Our planet
has four moons’? Or perhaps ‘We
come from the fourth planet of this
star. We come from Mars’.

8 ABRIDGED extract from Open
Skies, Closed Minds by Nick Pope
and M J. Trow published by Simon
& n June 3 at £14.99.

T and, 283 humans attempt to

© Nick Pope and M. J. Trow 1996.

movements. Those to the north
appeared elliptical when viewed
through a power lens, but their
shape changed Into full circles.
They were visible for two or three
hours and occasionally flashed
down beams of light or energy —
Halt didn’t know which. His
scepticlsm vanished. ‘I was really
In awe,’ e confesses.

A mile away, U.S. afrman John
Burroughs was with his vehicle,
still trying to repair the
maifunctioning light-alls. A blue
light streaked past him at head
helght and the light-alls came on.
The light passed the open

of lights.

OMEHOW — and Warren

was at a loss to explain

how — the vapour of the
mist and coloured lights
transformed into a structured
object. He estimated it to be 30ft
across the base and 20ft high.
There was a bank of blue lights on
the underside and the whole thing
shone with a ralnbow or
mother-of-pearl effect, so bright it
was difficult to look at it.
There are also reports of local farm
animals golng Into a frenzy.
Halt’s report mentions that the
1ollowlng day checks were made in

1 ‘/zin deep and 7|n in diameter,
were found In the soll. The ground
readings on the Geiger counter
were 25 times the normal
background fevet.

A ciloud of secrecy hung over
Rendlesham. Unscheduled flights
came and went. Peopie were told to
keep qulet and forget the lights.
Even Halt was left in the dark. His
superlors told him to submit his
report to the Ministry of Defence,
which he did. My predecessor on
the UFQ desk seems not to have

this. ed and
angry, Halt Is stlll aweiting his reply
from us 15 years later.
So what actually happened at
Rendiesham Forest? The science
writer lan Ridpath suggests that the
lights in the trees were actually the
rotating beams from Orford Ness
lighthouse, six mlles away. A timing
of Halt's tape fits the lighthouse's
rhythms. But, as Halt has said, a
lighthouse doesn’t move through a
forest, doesn’t explode, doesn't
change shape, doesn't send down
beams of light.
We have no proof that an allen craft
landed in Rendlesham Forest, but
we have no proof that it didn’t.
Clifford Stone, a former Intelligence
officer, believes that Washington
has the answer and is keeping it
secret. A highly advanced

windows of his truck and vanished
into the distance. Then

light-alls went out,

U.S. airman Larry Warren was with

gy app in those
woods and there was an
intelligence involved. ‘Th
Intelligence,” says Stn~-~
originate on Earth.’
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R¥on 40

As discussed attached a statement with respect to a
"sighting" which the BBC programme "Out of this World" has sought

our comments on.

You will notice I have weaved in "as detailed in your
facsimile message” into the statement. I have done this
deliberately because when telephoned me she said
that they had a video of (which clearly they are
going to show on the programme), but she did not offer to show us
the video footage, and is just seeking our comments on her fax.

fion 40



REPORT OF AN "UNEXPLAINED" AERIAL SIGHTING IN THE TORRISHOLME AREA
OF MORECAMBE — 2 FEB 96

"The MOD does look into reports of sightings that are sent to
us, many of which are very vague, but only to establish if
what was seen may have some defence significance. We believe
that down-to—earth explanations are available for most of
these reported sightings, such as aircraft seen from unusual
angles, or natural phenomena. If there is no evidence to
suggest a matter of defence relevance we do not investigate
or seek to establish the precise nature of what was observed.

Although the MOD did receive four reports for 2 Feb 96, none
were in the Morecambe or surrounding areas, as detailed in
your facsimile message. We are not aware of any matter of
defence concern associated with any of these sightings, or
the sightings near Morecombe which you have now brought to
our attention. Furthermore, no military aircraft were
authorised to operate at low level (below 2000 ft) in the
vicinity of Torrisholme at the time of the sighting."
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BRITISH BROABCASTING CORPORAFION
WHITE CITY
201 WOOPR LANE
LONDON W12 775
TELEPHONE: DIBIV Y 8252

NO\' WDL

15th May 1996. Loded o8 Low

Fyy Sysren.

s oo GES

Many thanks for offering to look into the following sightings of a UFQ which was
witnessed by two people aud later filmed in the Morecambe area.

On February 2nd of this year at about 5.30pm two witnesses saw a triangular
configuration of lights hovering above the Torrisholme area of Marecambe (just north
of Marecambe itself). On looking through binoculars one of the witnesses claims to
have seen a solid outline which joined the lights together. The object was silent and
stayed in the seme position until it disappeared just before 7pm.

At approximately 7pm a bright light which was moving eastwards across the area of
Torrisholme was filmed by a separate witness who also says it emitted no sound. On .
slowing the film down this light seems to break into a triangular configuration.

1'd be very grateful if you could loak into the above accounts and let me know if there
were any military aircraft in the area that you feel may account for this activity or any
unusual radar reports.

Yours sincerely

TOTAL P.B1
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D/Sec(AS)/64/1

14 May 96
PS/CSA
MOD LINES ON REPORTS OF "UNIDENTIFIED" FLYING OBJECTS

As requested, attached please find brief lines on MOD involvement
in the subject of "UFOs".

Sec(AS)2al
MB8245 B82140MB




MOD POLICY ON REPORTS OF "UNIDENTIFIED" FLYING OBJECTS

The MOD does not have any direct interest, expertise or role
with respect to "UFO/flying saucer" matters, or the question
of the existence or otherwise of extraterrestrial lifeforms,
about which we remain open-minded.

To date we are not aware of any evidence which substantiates
the existence of lifeforms of extraterrestrial origin.

The MOD does look into reports of "UFO" sightings that are
sent to us, many of which are very vague, but only to
establish if what was seen may have defence significance, eg.
hostile foreign military aircraft in UK airspace. We believe
that down-to—earth explanations are available for most
reported "UFO" sightings, such as aircraft seen from unusual
angles, or natural phenomena.

If there is no evidence to suggest a matter of defence
relevance we do not investigate or seek to establish the
precise nature of what was observed.

Secretariat (Air staff), the single service secretariat
branch which provides administrative support for RAF
activities and operations, is the nominated MOD focal point
for the subject of "UFOs". BAlthough there are two members of
staff in Sec(AS)2a who deal with "UFO"-related queries as a
part of their much wider ranging secretariat duties, there
are no staff who work on this topic full-time.
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After 75 years, |
market forces |
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ET was here, ),
says MoD man\i*

(ob

attack the Naafi

by ANDREW GILLIGAN lo
Defence Correspondent

SENIOR military officers
have attacked moves o com-
mercialise the Naafi and close
down many of its shops and
bars in Britain's garrisons.

The closures, now being
implemented, have been crit-
icised by one garrison com-
mander as ““damaging a cor-
nerstone of Service life”.
Naafi, which celebrates its
75th aaniversary this year,
has fed generations of
troops. Owned by Service-
men themselves as a form of
co-operative, its canteens are
part of every barracks and
post.

Now, however, a review
has recommended that con-
trol of Naafi should be.trans-
ferred to the organisation's
commercial managers. The
review, by Gedffray Dart, a
Marks & Spencer director,
also proposed closing all but
the most isolated Naafi
shops in the UK. Mr Dart
takes over as Naafi's mew
chief executive tomorrow.

‘“‘Defence cuts have
reduced our customer base
considerably and we have to
react to that,”” said Rob
Howe, Naafi’s spokesman.
“We made a loss last year for
the first time in three-quar-
ters of a century.”

Only 15 of Naafi's 100 Brit-
ish shops make signiftcant
profits, with most others
breaking even. Naafi says
:hat cuts on the mainland are
1ecessary to safeguard the
rssential, but loss-making

services in such high-risk
postings as Northern Irefand
and Bosnia. Most Service-
men based in Britain, they
say, now have easy access to
civilian shops.

“These days Servicemen
are much more mobile. They
can just jump in their cars
and go to Sainsbury’s,” said
Mr Howe. “And where a
night out used to mean going
down the Naafi, these days
they get a cab and go to the
nightelub in town.”

Naafi managers also stress
that most of the threatened
shops will be given a chance
to improve their finances
before they are closed. Nine-
teen with special welfare
value will be preserved and
no social clubs will close —
only bars within them.

But the arguments have
not convinced families’ and
officers at several of Brit-
ain’s garrisous. ‘‘Naafi
should not be run as an com-
mercial business,” said one.
“It is an essential part.of the
welfare service for the ordi-
nary soldier and his family.”

A base commander said:
“*The size of the Forces may
have reduced, but the num-
ber of bases has also
reduced. We are now more
highly concentrated in par-
ticular places, which should
make it easier for them to
serve us profitably.”

But Naafi staff say they
need to start making raore
money *‘to provide attractive
new facilities for Servicemen
so they will still want to use
us in ten years® time.”

Ron McKay
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IT’S OFFICIAL — there are
aliens out there and they have
been visiting Earth for years,
breaching air defences and en-
dangering national security.

At least this is the belief of 2
Ministry ‘of Defence official
who has investigated more
than 600 alleged UFO sightings *
and had access to all the top-
secret deparunental files over
40 years. Nick Pope, a 30-year-
old civil servant, was in charge
of the MoD's X-Files section —

lly dted S
(Au Staff) 2a — which handles
inquiries into unexplained air
phenomena. He amived in
1991 as a sceptic and left three

.years later convinced.

Mr Pope still works for the
Ministry, which stresses that
his opindons are his own and
are not shared in Whitehall,
where the official view is that
while we are open-minded
about the possible presence of
others in our galaxy, there is no
proof they have been parking
their spaceships on our fawns.

Mr Pope has 2 book coming
out in June based an his MoD
experiences, Open Skies,
Closed Minds, tut when the
Observer rang him at his desk
in Whitehall he was demdedly
close-mouthed. ‘IU's in my in-
terest that the news interest
manifests itself when thereisa
book on the shelf.’ he said.

He did confirm that he now
believed in exuaterrestrial visi-
tations and thar direct experi-
ence of investigating sightings
had convinced him.

However, the aut.hor has

zine, and even has his own
space on the Intemet, where
he reveals that his departmen-
tal colleagues have nicknamed
im 'Spocky’, the same as Fox
Mulder’s in the X-Files.

“The official reason why the |

MoD looks at UFQ reports is
simply to see whether there is
evidence of any threat to the

defence of the UK’ he says. {

But how can anybody say
there's no threat if they don't
know' what UFOs are?’ Stress-
ing this point to his superiors

allowed him to ‘investigate {

Jijze] s:ghtmgs and handle pol-
icy in this area’.

Speaking at the London
‘Unconvention’ conference,
Mr Pope said he had dealt with
more than 200 sightings a year
and, during his spell at the de-
partment, found around 80
that couid not be explained. He
!aalelheves Britain's most farnous

sighting, on a Decem-
be?gsxdght&?n 1980 in Rendles-

ham Forest, Suffolk, was com- |'

pelling evidence of visitors
from outer space. American
airmen from two nearby RAF
bases described an object the
size of a tank, triangular with
three legs and made out of
what looked like black glass,
which rose slowly upwards,
hovered briefly and then shot
off at incredible spedd.

His book has been vetted by
the men from the Minisuy
(‘'We're quite relaxed about it
said a spokesman). But he
stressed Mr Pope's job had
been purely administrative: ‘It
was not his job to investigate. |
am not aware that our air de-
fence system has ever been
penetrated.’

N says Mr Pope.

been less g
He spoke at a conference in
London last weekend orga-
nised by Fortean Times maga-

‘Not only is the truth out there,’
he says ‘'but it is much stranger
than fiction.”

I
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UFO reports
shot down

Recent suggestions that the MOD has a high level of interest in
Unidentified Flying Objects were greeted with incredulity by the cell
actually tasked with overseeing this subject.

The two-man Secretariat(Air Staff)2a in Main Building said they
existed to provide administrative support for RAF activities and opera-
tions. UFOs were just one of a whole range of responsibilities.

They admitted receiving in the region of 200-300 reports of unex-
plained aerial sightings a year but denied anybody worked full time on
them.

The MOD did not have any direct interest, expertise or role in

" frespect of UFO matters, or those relating to the existence or otherwise

of extraterrestial lifeforms, about which it remained open minded. To
date, the MOD knew of no evidence which might substantiate the exis-
tence of such phenomena.

“With responsibility for the effective defence of the UK, the MOD
and HM Forces remain vigilant for any potential threat from whatever
source. It is in this context alone that reports of unexplained aerial

might have defence significance.

“If no threat is discerned — and in connection with UFO sightings
this has been the case in all instances to date — no further attempt is
made to investigate or establish exactly what might have been seen. As
such it is quite common for a sighting to remain unexplained but not
require further official action,”

They said that despite the fact that only a small part of their work-
load was to act as a focal point for answering these type of queries,
they were often erroneously referred to as ‘the UFO office’.

“The majority of rcports which we receive are from members of the
public who have ling, usually lights in the
sky, and feel that they ought to inform  the authorities of what they saw.
We look at these reports, most of which are very vague, to establish
whether there is any defence interest.

“Although we are sometimes able to provide a definitive explanation
of what the witness saw, for example we may already be aware of
unusual aerial activity which ties in with the sighting, we are not con-
stituted to investigate and provide an explanation for every unusual
sight in the sky.”

Formal
antrv hv

sightings are looked at in order to establish whether what was seen |’

oddingtor

signals staf

April b

the end of Boddlnglon. The station
has been transferred to become a
part of Innsworth and its comman-
der post disestablished.

Its operational unit, No 9
Signals Unit, will remain but now
as a Logistics Command lodger
unit on Innsworth’s real estate.

A formal closure ceremony was
held on April 1 in the presence of
the AOC Signals Units, Air Vice-

" Marshal McCandless and the

Mayor of Tewkesbury Borough.

More than 30 guests included
all of the RAF officers who have
been in command of the station —
12 in total covering the years 1969
to 1996. The guests, nearly all of
whom were accompanied by their
wives, toured the unit before an
address by the AOC and the low-
ering of the Station Commander’s
pennant,

There has been a communica-
tions facility at Boddington since
1940. Initially it was operated by
the Auxiliary Territorial Service

. before being taken over by the

Royal Signals in 1949. The RAF
took on the commitment on July 1
1969 and the facility was then
operated as 2 remote site of the
Central Communication Centre at
Stanbridge. On October 1 1978,
No 9 Signals Unit was formed and

became an indepen-
dent station,

Its main business has always
been as a part of an extensive net-
work which handles telegraph sig-
nals traffic. In 1940, all connec-
tions were made manually with
Patching Jackhelds by lots of

in technol
and increases in signals traffic
have seen the capabilities
enhanced through several stages
over the years and now messages

are h
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large
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Dally Mall, Wednesday, April 24, 1996

DEFENCE chiefs have broken
decades of silence with an
unprecedented statement dis-
missing the possible existence
of UFQOs.
tWhjtehall has finally decreed
from distant worlds are simply a
product of the imagination

The announcement has ton;lshed
defence analysts, who point out that
Detors. resmanaed despins housads
of reports of sightmmgs The official

hat saucers and visitors

By SEAN RAYMENT
Defonce Comrespondent
statement — published in RAF News
— comes just a fol t after a tele;ié

slon documentary d ‘that !
highest levels ot government had not
unted the possibility of life on

“other

thll;he BBC-2 pro;
unnamed MoD source had claimed a

Government U'Po monitoring unit
had of ified

ey

gramme Secrets of
Paranormal revealed that an

source told UPO mvestimbor

t o{lectsmmm at 4 00 ﬁ h
O] I

across the North Be: %n tish a!;r-

space — objects as big as battleships.’

But RAF N the servir.e '8 official

saylng

of such

ews,
newspaper, responded
there was 9 ‘no exdence wi
phenomens’.
It was said to have been ordered to
ﬂrmttheartlclemabidtoquellpub-
¢ interest.

The statement — which described
the J of sighti as being

craft _,at‘

VA

UFOs are just a flight
of fancy, says the MoD

‘very vague’ — also denied the exist-

While admlttlng that the team
receives arou.nd 300 unexplained

ar, it sald S were
Etl.ltl one ot a whole range of responsi-

eg’. MoD insider

‘There bnve l:huusands of
prro aboul UFOs and only
now the

RAF decides 83y some-
thing. One can't help wonderlng why.’

EATH GAME IN A GARDEN POND

Page21’

Cooper
Man 2
opens

ROVER will pull an
‘Ttalian Job’ on F'iat
tomorrow with its lat-
est, sales drive.

Some 150 of its new 200

models are to recreate
the classic scene from the
1860s Michael Caine

movie in whis olice
chas D-
ers on the test-track roof

of PFiat’s former HQ in
‘Turin — now &n
centre,

homwer plgm t& lead the
mage
helst ¢

time a ar
company has been
Sord o v the bt
¢ Were ni ppy,’
said Rover.
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LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(AS)/64/1

29 Apr 96
Chief Paper Keeper, MOD Archives Hayes -— -

PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION ON "UNIDENTIFIRD FLYING OBJECTS®

1. This office has just received advance notification of the
intention of a MP to table.a Parliamentary Question in the House
of Commons on “UFOs" in the next day or seo.

2. In order to answer the question posed it would be most
helpful if you could arrange for the following five archived
files, all entitled “UFO Correspondence - General Briefs and
Reports" to be despatched to me as soon as possible:

File References:

D/DS8,/10/209 Part A
D/DS8/10/209 Part B
D/DS8,/10,/209 Part C
D/DS8/10/209 Part D
D/DS8/10/209 Part E
3. For ease our full address is as folldws:

Ministry of Defence
Secretariat(Air Staff)2a
Room 8245

Main Building

Whitehall

SW1A 2HB

4. I should be grateful if you would contact me if there are any
difficulties with the above. Thank you in anticipatign of your
assistance in this matter.

Sec(AS)2al
MB8245 82140MB
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How to_
smell an
angel, or

cutup
an alien

by JO KNOWSLEY

THERE was no evidence of
vampires in the lecture the-

. atre. No sign of aliens at the
bar. But in the foyer of the
University of London Insti-
tute of Education yesterday
one man was convinced he
had *‘smelled” an angel.

Most of the 1,500 peopie who
attended the third annuai
“Unconvention’ of Fortean
Times. the magazine which
delves into the paranormal,
the unexplained and things
that go bump in the night,
wanted to believe in
something.

And there were plenty of
people to help them do it.
.David Heppell, a curator at
the Royal Museum of Scot-
land, spoké on recent
reports of modern mer-
maids splisimingesa former
UFO investigator for the
Ministry of Defence, him-
self a new believer, was
content to preach to the
converted.

Downstairs, Dr Richard
Wiseman, of the University
of Hertfordshire, a
researcher into paranormai
activity, was conducting
Victorian-style seances.

4l

The Suaday Telegraph

““We're not trymng to hetp
people get in touch with the
dead.” he explained. “‘But
we are interested in the
phenomena of seances;
what does occur and what
those who take part believe
has occurred are often very
different.”

There were lectures on the
Evolution of the Vampire,
the theme at the two-day
event; discussions of foot-
age showing the autopsies
of aliens; and 2 debate on

! What Are Ghosts? Inevita-
bly there was a hail full of
products to go with them.

David Lomax, the man who
smelled an angel, is a min-
ister of Greenhill New
Church in Barnet, Herts.
He said he had encountered
the presence last year. He
has now researched a book
on the subject and says his
life has been ‘“different”
ever since.

But Samantha Hamilton, 23,
of Hertfordshire, who has
an animal science degree,
was interested in vampires.
“l find them fascinating
and erotic,”” she said.

' “Does that sound strange?
My mother thinks so.”

Marina White, 50, of
London, who is compelled
by the night skies and her
search for UFOs, went so
far as to divorce her hus-
band because he did not
share her interests.

*1'd be out looking for UFOs
and studying the stars and
he oaly wanted to sit and
drink,” she said. “I think
that’s perfectly reasonable
grounds for divorece.”

The Sunday Times
21 April 199¢

Pudan 1.5
Air force -

jets were

scrambled
for UFOs

A SERVING official at the
Ministry of Defence (MoD) re-
vealed yesterday that British
jets were scrambled to intercept
unidentified flying objects
(UFOs) as recently as the
1980s, write Richard Woods
and Steve Ball.
i who was the
MoD official in charge of in-
vestigating UFQ reports until
1994 and still works for the
munistry, said RAF fighters
tried to intereept the UFOs but
failed to lock on to. the objects,
leaving open the possibility of
error by ground-based radars.
However, Pope said he
knew of other credible reports
that UFOs based on high tech-
gology had flown over Britain.
In june Pope is publishing a
book on UFQ wcidents and his
experience at the MoD.
*“There is no cover-up or a lot
of classified informanon about
extra-terrestrials,’”” he. said at
Unconvention, a conference
organised by Forean Times,
the magazine about the para-
normai. “‘What there is is a
otal lack of official under-
ding. This is not i
that 15 a joke. Our air defences
| have been penetrated by struc-
| wred areraft.”
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i8 earthlings, we
encounter many
mysteries that
appear to defeat

oo, i wo?
bmlt 2
was PBritish Leyland®
tmnking ot‘ when 1t bum
early models of the
with a uare 1eee

‘50

of Plﬂsg-ﬂndft’r l;msteermg i keepmgsecretsmth deliber

gﬁh::l : hy does Jimmy Hill +
W] 0es
a.lwa look so miserable?
With conundrums as
1mpenetrable as these —
nes for which nothing ever

ate suppression of sinister
Miss

Randles struck a

fact,
contrast with America. In

one state, we heard, the
ﬁreman ‘manual-‘contains
me 30 pages on what to do

fmmd on this planet of.fers, in case of UFO disaster.

any clue at all — the tempta-;
tion to look elsewhere for,

the answers can be irresisti®.
ble. We search the skies for
evidence of supenor life

forms, and some of us ever]
find it. Jenny Randles
thinks she d in

an
of the Paramormal: UF0 —
Britain's Secret File (BBC2) shel
argued that the British gov-
ernment has too, but prefers
to keep it hidden.

Miss Randles certainly
looks the part of what she, in
a bid to imbue her obsession
with a spunous selentific

edgs, w.]]s a “ufologist”. A
plump woman from the Wir- |
e i 1 e
e
hair and the zealotry in her
face give her the aura of a
bit player in The X-Files,
t wished

opening fitles, and it wouwld
not come from the BBC's
Community Zrogramme
Unit. Without the budget or
the ambition Zor anything
more, it aims to transmit a
frisson of mystigue for a pit-
tance; to provide, in other
on\_i!dis; a fhgad p tarill.

it did surprisingly
well. Given a caiera crew%,l a
tiny budget and access to
archive footage. Miss Ran-
dles raised encagh questions
about UFQs to ceate a state
of suspended dishelief that
survived the closing titles by
several minutes. What she
could not — whar no one has
ever done — weas offer any
credible answer.

To illustrate her cover-up
theory, she detaDed various
perplexing inecidents and
laboriously traced refer-
%‘i‘lﬁzs in Ministry of Defence

In equating tfe British
Rovernmental adaration for

t

]

| Since the state is California,
this neatly reinforced the air
gt; mﬂmnhnm that clung to
e .
Miss Randles interviewed
R.ﬂph Noyes, once in rharge
of monitoring UFQ a
at the Air Ministry. He said
there twg;e things t%az
couldn” explained,
denied any comscious policy
decision to hide secret files,
She insisted that thers was.
Who do you believe — a
former serior Whitehall offi-
cigl, or an avertly ecceniric
professional conspiracy the-
orist with a maniacal hair.
cut? In all seriousness, it’s
" much too close to

spaceman”. In 1964, John
Templeton took a picture of
ughter on

d
' near a missile base outside

Carh;le. and wheg the film
was developed, a huge crea-
ture — shaped like a man
and wearing an astronaut’s
helmet — was clearly visible
in the background.
Miss Randles concluded a
diverting, coherent and
slickly produced 30 minutes
by contradicting the impres-
sion she has striven so hard
to create, admitting that the
govenmenfs secrecy proba-
bly derives from the desire
to disguise its ignorance.

On that we can all agree.
Where many of us wﬂl dif:
fer, albeit reluctantly, from

- Miss Randles, Lord Hill Nor-
ton: and all their fellow “ufol-
ogists” is in the fundamental
matter of faith.

For the sceptic, as well as
for the believer, there are
always questions, but never
answers. Why, for example,
are the inhabitants of UFOs
s0 fascinated with earthiing
ajreraft (they always turmn
up near airforce bases)
when their technology, to

m
ig vastly move soph.lst
fmted Is it likely, do you
think, that, with the whole
of Eurcpe to choose from,
the favourite country of
these superior intellects
could be Belgium? And how
is it that, despite visiting old
Blighty many times, they
have never bothered to col-
lect Loyd Gressman. and
tale him home? )
o Victor Lewis-Smith is

away.

The Guacdian *
13 April 1996

Zeitgeist |
Tom Bussmann;
)

It's agas

Or rather, itisn’c. The MoD’s
Chemical and Biologicat
Defence Eseablishment a
Porton Down no longer exists.
As such. Instead, the site is
now accupied by something
called the Protection and Life
Sciences Division. Locals can
at Jast breathe easy, preferably
through a second-world-war
Mickey Mouse respirator.
Promapting the thoughe that
Sellafield must be due for
another guiet re-narning cere-
mony — Dunglowin, perhaps?
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today’s television 23

omething spooky has turned up

in the hitherto dependable

expanses of the BBC2 sched-

ules, an alien presence on a

channel you might have
assumed (o be broadly dedicated to
the exercise of reason. At first glance
Secrets of the looks like the
most cynical kind of figure boosting,
an invader from Planet Carlton. Ona
second glance you realise that even
Carlton might disown a scries in which
cditorial control has been surren-
dered to people so open-minded that
bats have taken up residence.

There are some tiny mitigating fac-
tors. The programmes have a video
diary look and come from the Com-
munity Programme Unit, so it might
be argued that they simply represent
a commitment to all elements of the
varied audicnce — after all, the super-
stitious and the gullible pay their
licence fees, too. And, to be fair to

review
Thomas
Sutcliffe

Jenny Randle, the presenter of the first
programme, she had pursued her
investigations with a passable simula-
tion of scholarship— trawling through
the Public Records Office to tally Min-
istry of Defence accounts with anec-
dotal recollections.

There the mitigation ends, because
what followed demonstrated yet again
how malieable the logic of UFO devo-
tees can be — a sort of mental Plas-
ticine out of which monsters are
maulded. Government sccrecy, for
example, is never a simple matter of
bureaucratic reflex, always evidence of

a conspiracy. Randle talked of the
MOD's “secret UFO files”, a phrase
redofent of denied knowledge. She
could equally well have talked of
“secret tea-bag procurement files”
given the institution’s instinct for
secrecy, but it wouldn’t mean there
was anything interesting to uncover.
She also displayed the sclective
vision so familiar of the type. Investi-
gating a story of unidentified objects
spotted at the launch of a Blue Streak
missile in Woomera, she found an offi-
cial letter referring to the incident and
a reply that confirmed the existence of
the film. “There is nothing about any
analysis of the film,” she said excitedly.
But if you actuaily read the letter she
had shown you it was obvious that the
image had both been analysed and
explained. “It is clear that the object
is nothing more than an internal cam-
era reflection,” it explained. “This is
a well-known phenomenon among

photographic specialists.” So well
known, indeed, that it had been used
at the top of the programme to cre-
ate a UFO effect.

But then conviction often brings
with it an impairment of vision. We
were later offered the sad spectacle of
three grown people driving around the
North Yorkshire moors, working
themselves into a frenzy of delicious
paranoia about a “top secret Ameri-
can base”, an installation so deter-
mined to conceal its existence that it
had sited itscll just yards trom a pub-
lic highway “They don’t want eaybody
to be anywhere near here,” whispered
Randle as she drove past, video cam-
era peeping thrillingly over the edge
of the car door. In fact this footage did
include an inexplicable object, clearly
of non-human origin — a dense,
black, fibrous substance that had cun-
ningly taken up position on onc of her
colleagues’ heads, where it was

attempting to pass itself off as hair. 1
suspect that if asked about this the
man in question would retreat behind
a veil of secrecy — indisputable evi-
dence, clearly, that there is more to this
phenomenon than meets the eye. |
If Secrets of the Paranormal sug-—
gested that the BBC had established
a Care in the Community Unit, Under-
cover Britain (C4) reminded you that
that wretched euphemism is no joke
in reality. Fay MacNiece went under-
cover to find out what private resi-
dentiat care homes were like and her
film offered a shocking demonstration
of what an unregutated market can do
10 the vulnerable. Iri pursuit of ideol-
ogy the Government has created a
bonanza for the greedy and the
unscrupulous, batiery-farming the
mentally ill for their benefit cash. It
was an infinitely more dignified and”
honourable use of video cameras than
the BBC™s celebration of credulity.

-
" b
BBC1 BBC2 ITVLondon Ghannel 4 pickofthe day
A #
6.00 Business Breakfast (32270). 7.15 See Hear Breakfast News (4887270). * 6.00 GMTV(2252396). 9.25 Win, Losc or 630 Fifteento One (R) (S) (23269), * 11.40pm 04 :
7.00 BBC Breakfast News (50831). * 7.30 Children's BBC: Christopher Crocodile. Draw (7114541). 9.55 Local Nows, 7.00 The Big Breakfast (43541, !
9.00 Breakfast News Exiva (7973560). * 7.35 Postman Pat . 7.50 Peter Pan and Weather ‘(’68938980). ;0-00 Batman-the | g g9 gaved by the Belk: The College Years You could callit a
920 Can't Cook, Wont Cook (S) (7106522). e Bl ot Tocnage Mutant Flero é::ﬂ.’:f( ,;3;;{{{91.{";57@,1%3 {43102). 8.30 New Gamesmaster black Chart Show it
945 Kiiray (S) (1266015) Valiant, 9.05 Mighty Max. .26 FO.T Son’s Pramise {#4341473). 1220 Loca) o) 1020 pn d'%;ﬁ';ys youwanted to be like
10.30 Good Momingwith Anne and Nick (5) 10.00 Playdays. 10.25 Star Trek, 10.50 News, Weather (6965909). 12.30 News, {6957015). 10,50 Tintin (1140925), that, but this new
(20367). The Tick. Weather (3884270). 11.15 The Pink Panther Show shqwcase for soul,
12.00 News, Local News, Weather (6969725). * | 11.10 Daytime on Twe: Randall and Hopkirk 12.55 Home and Away. Kelly's tcst results; R (5668725). 11.40 Dog City (5510503). swing, rap, ragga,
12.05 Room for Improvement () (8747015). (Deceased) (8892725). 12,00 Great Chioe’s mood swings (5) (3809589}, 12.00 Fruity Stories (30638). 12,30 garage and jungle
12,35 Going for Gold (5) (3998473) Crimes and Trials of the 20th Century 1.25  ChainLetiers (S) (79225725). * Sesame Street (42164), 1.30 Alfred J music videos is more
N « s (38270). 12.30 Working Lunch (66541). | 155 Shortand Street (44620909). Rwak (68348831). 1.55 Ginger Nuit's than that. For a start
1.00 News, Weather (60218). 1.00 Postman Pat. (42686560). LIS The | 550 g Chrystal Ross Shiow (5) (54732512). Forest Dragon (44637299). it fills alarge hole in §
1.30 Local News, Weather (94530270). Royal Institution Christmas Lectures 2 6305). * g 2,15 ,FILM: Two Thousand Women (Frank the way pop music is ES
140 Neightiows (S) (14649034). * {437299). 2.15 Open View (73721763). | 250 HighRoad (403 05). Launder 1944 UK). Phyllis Calvertand | played on TV, -+
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2.50 Today's Gourmet. Jacques Pepin makes Rabinsoe {Larry Peerce 1990 US): 3.25 Local News, Wealher (7840831). ¥ female detainees i‘n aGerman dominated as it is by —
A oo sl won o i red e Above average biopic concentratingon | 3,30 Children’s IV Zzzap! 3.45The Wind in internment camp in France who help boys’ bands, Britpop —_—
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ERE'S a mystery. Brit-

ish broadcasters be-

lieve in magic. What
other explanation can there
be for the recent plague of
paranormal programmes? At
first, when LWT produced
Strange But True?, and later,
when Cariton came up with
Beyond Belief and The Para-
normal World Of Paul M-
Kenna, the programmes could
be dismissed as a particularly
low form of light entertain-
ment, calculated to exploit
public credulity.
_ But that now the BBC has
Jjoined forces, we must think
again. Perhaps our broadcast-
ers really do believe in ghosts
and sorcery, aliens and time
slips? This week BBC2 begins
a series called Secrets Of The
Paranormal. in which six en-
thusiasts are each alloited 30
minutes to promulgate
mumbo-jumbo. It appears
they will be undisturbed by
scepties, scientists, or anyone
else who might spoil the feast
of superstitious speculation.
Lest there be any doubt about
the quality of these testimoni-
als, the new series is catego-
rised in the current Radio
Times as “factual”,

The first offering features
Tenny Randles, who is
sroudly introduced as a
‘world renowned ufologist”,
viewers may not, however, be
wware that UFQ investigation
s not Miss Randles' only
Jaim to paranormal expert-
se. In Jenny Randles, the
31BC has picked a paranormat
-rounder, who has previ.

usly applied her detective

The Guardian
10 April 1996

Thrill to the
magic of
television

skills to poltergeists, precog-
nition, time travellers, an-
cient curses, reincarnation,
faith healing, hauntings, and
a washing machine which
mysteriously sucked energy
from a housewife.

And now Miss Randles is

-1 on peak-time television, pro- |
moting her theory that the

Ministry of Defence is some-
how covering up its investiga-
tions into UFQs. Particular
attention is paid to a snap of a
girl with a spaceman on her
head, taken in 1964; and to
another taken in 1883, by a

i Victorian ufologist: “He de-
i nied the object was an insect
| until the day he died.”

Further programmes in the
series will take the same, un-
eritical approach to faith
healing, ghostbusting, and
spirit surgery. Here comes
Marthew Manning, the polter-
geist fancier and automatic
writer turned faith healer.
Here, looking hardly a day
older than he did in 1973
when he appeared on the
Dimbleby Talk-In, is Uri
Geller, attempting to sway the

fortunes of Reading Football
Club with his psychic powers.

Geller's rehabilitation as a
paranormal mastermind is
the clearest indication that
programme makers are no
longer prepared to spoil a
good story with rational ob-
Jjections. When he reappeared,
last year, on David Frost's
Beyond Belief, no one men-
tioned that many of Geller's
stunts have been replicated
by conjurers: no one objected
that if the tricks are examples
of mental, rather than muscle
power, he should be able to
bend spoons with his nose,
not his hands. Above all, why
are his feats so pointless?

If broadcasters are truly in-
terested in exploring the
paranormal, they owe the
public something more than
this procession of devotees
and zealots, many of whom

* make money from their speci-

ality. It will be argued, of
course. that viewers will
make up their own minds.
But mankind, as Hume said,
has a “progensity towards the
marvellous”. Houdini could
not persuade Sir Arthur Co-
nan Doyle that he was noth-
ing more than a conjurer.
More recently, the American
conjurer James Randi pre.
sented six television pro-
grammes aimed at disabusing
the public of belief in the
paranormal and the psychic.
An IBA study showed that
viewers' belief in the paranor-
mal did not decrease at all
after this protracted debunk.
ing; indeed the number of
people repotting reporting
paranormal experiences actu-
ally went up.

ARANORMAL investi-
gators like to draw on
the past, to justify their
fascination. Ghasts nave been
been around™ for centuries,

. they aver; ditto horoscopes;

the heavenly armies and
hosts of the past were the
precursors of our UFOs. But
as Keith Thomas says. in Reli-
gion And The Decline Of
Magic, the societies which be-
lieved in these phenomena
knew rather less than ours
about science and the natural
world: “Lacking any natural
explanation, men turned to a
supernatural one.”

Even when no explanation
is forthcoming, we can still
€émploy Hume's maxim on
miracles: “That no testimony
is sufficient to establish a
miracle, unless the testimony
be of such a kind, that its
falsehood would be more mi-
raculous than the fact which
it endeavours to estab-
lish...” In other words, is it
more probable that Randles
and her witnesses are deceiv-
ing or deceived: or that in the
1960s, alien spacemen were
materiaiising between conti-
nents. monitoring the space
race?

Again, is it more probable
that broadcasters are cyni-
cally misleading the public,
or that they genuinely believe
in the paranormal? According
to Hume, you pick the greater
miracle. and then reject it.
What do you think?
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MOD INTEREST IN "UFO" SIGHTINGS

The Ministry of Defence does not have any direct interest, expertise or
role in respect of "UFO/flying saucer" matters, or those relating to the
existence or otherwise of extraterrestrial lifeforms, about which we
remain open-minded. To date, however, the MOD knows of no evidence
which might substantiate the existence of such phenomena.

The MOD and HM Forces have responsibility for the effective defence of
the United Kingdom and we remain vigilant for any potential threat from
whatever source. It is in this context alone that we look at reports of
"unexplained" aerial sightings in order to establish whether what was
seen might have defence significance. If no threat is discerned, and in
connection with "UFO" sightings this has been the case in all instances
to date, we make no further attempt to investigate or establish exactly
what might have been seen. As such it is gquite common for a sighting to
remain "unexplained" but not require further official action.

Secretariat (Air Staff), the single service secretariat which provides
administrative support for RAF activities and operations, based in MOD
Main Building London, is the nominated MOD focal point for the subject
of "UFOs". Although there are two members of staff in Sec(AS)2a who
deal with "UFO"-related queries as a part of their much wider ranging
duties, there are no staff which work on this topic full-time.

One of these staff members told us that "despite the fact that only a
small part of our workload is to act as focal point for answering
queries on the subject of "UFOs", we are often erroneously referred to
as 'The UFO office'.

“The majority of reports which we receive are from members of the
public who have witnessed something puzzling, usually lights in the sky,
and feel that they ought to inform the authorities of what they saw. We
look these reports, most of which are very vague, to establish whether
there is any defence interest.

"Although we are sometimes able to provide a definitive explanation
of what the witness saw, for example we may already be aware of unusual
aerial activity which ties in with the sighting, we are not constituted
to investigate and provide an explanation for every unusual sight in the
sky."

The MOD generally receives in the region of 200-300 reports of
"unexplained" qerial sightings per year.
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Wil run with the role of Sec (AS) 2 as follows:

*The MOL does niot have any divect interest, expertise or inmspectof'UFO{lﬂfym' g

70 mr-mmamrdagngwmeeﬁmmmowd;ofexumﬁal ifeforms,
about which we remain open-minded. To date, however, the MOD knows of no evidence
which might substantiate the existence of such phenomena.

The MOD and M Forces have responsibility for the effective defence of the UK and we
remain vigilant for any potential threat from whatever source. It is in ths context alone that
we look at reports of ‘unexplained' aerial sightings in order to establish whether what was
seen might have deferice significance. If no threat i3 discerned, and in connection "UFO’
sightings this has been the case in all instances to date, we make no farther attempt to
investigate or ¢stablish exactly what might have been seen. As such it is quite comroon for
a sighting to remain 'unexplained' but not require further officiat action.

Secretariat (Air Staff), the single service secretariat which provides administrative sapport
for RAF activities and operations, is the nominated focal point within the MOD for the
subject of "UFOs'. However, there are no staff which work on this topic full-time and the
task represents a small part of the overall workload of Sec (AS) 2. Contrary to the widel
held misa; by some members of the public and media, it is not a "UFO office’
and neither s it constituted to assist members of the public with finding explanations for
every seemingly inexplicable sight in the sky.

The MOD receives in the region of 200-300 reports of 'unexplained" aerial sightings a

Neod to casify -

1. Can I'add an introductory pisce saying where the Soc (AS) 2 is based, ie, “based in the w/
MOD Main Buildieg in Londos."
;\WL“‘? 2. Is it possibil to-state how many people work within the office that deal with Z 2\/

p ¢ unexplained queries - something along the lines of "xx people in the department deal
(& gﬁam with 'UFQ' queries, however, no-one is exclusively manned to these matters..”

3.Canthey be named? A
. 4, Tt would be-great o include & quote from you (named ot saying "a member of staff for
L‘ﬁ ’ Sec (AS) 2") tepeating what you told me yesterday saying that the majority of calls are
from members of the public who contact the office are trying to help by passing on what
they think they have seen.

5. Wonld it be:possible to include another quote basically repeating the theme that you are
not an exchusively 'UFO office’, rather it is one of your¥nany f?ﬂmgnons.

T will of course, fax you the proof for checking.
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FAX:FOR THE ATTENTION OF [ETSTeTRIZIS MINISTRY OF DEFENCE.

oSS,
e SR 10 wolPR
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Following our conversation earfler today,l would appreciate your polnt of view on the
subject of alien encounters.The television programme 1 am curvently researching for is
Hotel Babylon,a late night,light entertainment youth programme,aired on 1TV and across
Europe.] have spoken to Squad leader M@m spokesman, regarding the
approximate number of unexplained arlel s g5 re to the MOD.He disbelieves
in such a concept.l would however,ltke for you to send me a fax on letter headed
paper,stating your reasons for belleving that such “beings" are non-existent and
consequently,do not pose a threat to the defence of the UK.In addition,if you have access
to any statistics on this subject 1 would be grateful.It has also come to my attention that
both the US and Russla,are involved In a space programme.ls there a reason,aside from
the expense of such technology,that Britaln Is not involved?Thankyou for your willingness
to cooperate,

Yours sincerely,

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
SEC(AS) 2

=4 APR 1996

i

ILE

The Planet Buiking, Thames Guay, 195 Marsh Wall, London E14 95G. Tek 0171 345 2424 Fax: 0171 345 9400
N Yk Offce: 95 Horukio Stes, Ap. 709, NY, NY 10014, Tt 212,727 2943 Fx: 212,255 4994,
Plonet 24 rodhctions L, Diecor: Woheod A, Bob Gedof, Charke Psons, Nk A, Mary Durkcn, Gorry Mifiemess,Poul Sondy, Sebastion St
Rogisionsdin England Compomy No. 2833485, Regitered Offce:The et Buking, Tharmes Gy, 195 Mreh Wl London E14 956,

!

ool




- Sttt AR e S

gron ‘R3h4%ﬁéiﬁntf§ DT e TN e T 5%, 291396 15117
mv//xﬂ
D -
© . MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
’»‘ PAF COMMUNITY RELATIONS OFFICER (WALES)

|
i

Room 2«04 New Dolanog House
Severn Road Welghpool Powys 8Y21 7DA

Tel
GPTN mM MOD @40‘

FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION COVER SHEET

v I )

Date:

-2 ST T

Numher of Pages Yent (Including Cover Sheerj: e
ronnaqa/Subliect

|E (O RTTRAN \ ;z);\\ [= f‘\‘v_x.q 1 s

i
,
b
~
~
-
P
“
(.
<
L
-1
>
-
<
&
e
-t

TS VL P bLg R OINCUMPLETE

. PLEASE |

kﬂ"”ké’MhRj’gs (214 o ’ PR . G310




“Tas Brecml visited by silent Vulcan?
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MOD INTEREST IN “UFQ" SIGHTINGS

S

The Ministry of Defence does not have any direct interest, expertise or

role in respect of "UFO/flying saucer" matters, or those relating to the
existence or otherwise of extraterrestrial lifeforms, about which we
remain open-minded. To date, however, the MOD knows of no evidence
which might substantiate the existence of such phenomena.

The MOD and HM Forces have responsibility for the effective defence of
the United Kingdom and we remain vigilant for any potential threat from
whatever source. It is in this context alone that we look at reports of
"unexplained" aerial sightings in order to establish whether what was
seen might have defence significance. If no threat is discerned, and in
connection with "UFO" sightings this has been the case in all instances
to date, we make no further attempt to investigate or establish exactly
what might have been seen. As such it is quite common for a sighting to
remain "unexplained" but not require further official action.

Secretariat (Air Staff), the single service secretariat which provides
administrative support for RAF activities and operations, is the
nominated focal point within the MOD for the subject of "UFOs".
However, there are no staff which work on this topic full-time and the
task represents a small part of the overall workload of Sec(AS)2.
Contrary to the widely held misapprehension by some members of the
public and the media, Sec(AS)2a is not a "UFO office" and neither is it
constituted to assist members of the public with finding explanations
for every seemingly inexplicable sight in the sky.

The MOD receives in the region of 200-300 reports of "unexplained"
aerial sightings a year.
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Malcolm Moss MP

House of Commons

London

SWi1A 0AA March 1996

Thank you for your ietter of 16 Febnuary to the Chancelior of the Duchy on behalf of your
conatitent m# about electora! reforn, 3 Bill
of Rights and & Freedom of Information Act, —+have been asked 1o reply.

_ZQ::MHS in his letter the need for more open govermmeni and freedom of
nformation. The July 1993 White Paper on Open Government set out our policy i this
ared. The Goverament agreed with the aims of freedom of information. bei:
legitimate requests for information should be met, but did not accept ihai a &

Information Act was the appropriate method. The White Paper therefore soughi w meet
these aims in a less legalistic mamer.

ing that

In the White Paner we proposed a legislative approach in the following aress where there are
questions of personal rights and Interests to be defined:

. 4 ammtory right of access by individuals 10 their personal records; and

- a statutory right to heaith and safety information, a matter of vital interest both to
individuals and to the communeity &t large.

It is worth noting that these two areas account for the great majoriy of requests under other
couptries” freedom of information legislation, Legislation to ensct those access rights will
he brought forward when Parliamentary time allows.

However, a fegislative approach is less appiopriate where the guestions twm not so much on
personal tights as on the balancing of two types of public interest: the public interest in
disclosure against the public interest in confidentiality, These arise, for example, in the




Daily Mail N

30 March 1996 ’
The MoD man and some close encounters

By SEAN RAYMENT
Defence Correspondent 49~

A SENIOR Ministry of
Defence official has confirmed
the existence of UFOs, it was
claimed yesterday.

Believed to be a member of the
RAF, he was coaxed into appear-
ing on a TV documentary by inves-
tigator Jenny Randles.

In a programme to be shown on
BBC2 next month, the officlal
reveals how some case reports of
UFOs over Brituln consist-
ently defy rational

explanation.

Last night, 8 BBC source
sald the programme, UFOs
— Britain’s Secret Files,
would shock sceptics.

‘It becomes apparent there
are now people at the high-
est levels of the overnment
who have mot discounted
the possibility of life on
other planets," he added.
‘The programme also fea-
tures a forrmer head of a

t UrQ b b4 Burvlvln%ncrew
st they had a

ing unit conflrming reports
of creft moving at huge
speeds. ‘We had radar
reports of objects travelllng
at 4,000mph across the
North Sea into British air-
space — objects as hig es
battleships,’ he reveals.

An Incident in which two
thter planes were scram-
bled over Bast Anglla on the
night of August 13, 1856 to
Intercept a UFQO i3

Evening Standard
29 March 1996

D WHEN racism is found
to berife in the armed

Digitations

services the Ministry of
Defence acts — rightly — lo

Iry fo stamp it out with
“@wareness " programmes 4
and the like. When
homophobla is found to be
rampant, servicemen are
encouraged by the Ministry to
say resoundingly why they
don’t want to work with gays.

Inkerman Road, Kentisl Yown. |

T Dawson, |

members Insl
‘close encounter’,
A BEC spokesman sald:
‘The MoD fin concede
that they remain “totally
open-minded” aboui extra-
terrestrial life forms.*
However, a Minjstry
spokesman poured gcorn on
: ‘We have

the ¢l
one person in the secre-

tarfat answering Inquiries .

about UFOs — that's 1¢.'

The Guardian
30 March 1996

w70

Britain spends a third more
than Germany on the armed
forces, and Germans spend a
third mare on new cars.
Annual war spending per head in
RBritain: £588. In Germany:
£429. New cars bought annu-
ally per German: 41.83. Per
Briton: 30.86.

Space, the final
~eTndrum; Hag ET
satiy visited us?
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effective conduct of internetional negotiations, defence or govermment business generally.
Onr view is that these are matters for Ministers and for Parliament (rather thap for the
courts) and that a direct liok with Ministerial accountability to Parliament should be ;
maintained. :

The White Paper therefore proposed a Code of Practice on Access to Government
Information, which came into effect in April 1994. The Code of Practice includes the
tollowing commitments.

1) to give facts and analysis with major policy decisions; :
i) to open up internal guidelines about departments’ dealings with the pubilic;
) o give reasons with admindstrative decisions;

V) to provide information under the Citizen’s Charter about public services, what they i
cost, targets, performance, complaints and redress; and |

v) to answer requests for information.

Central to the Code of Practice is the enforcement role of the Parliamentary Ombudsman,
He provides an independent and external avenue of appeal in cases where Government
departments refuse to provide information. He reports to Parliament on his
recommendations, thus providing the direct link between Ministerial accountatnlity and
Partiament to which I referred above. Recourse to the Ombudsman hes the further advantage
that, unlike enforcement through the courts, it 15 free to the applicant.

My department provides guidance and assistance to other government departments and public
bodies on implementing the Code of Practice. A report on the operation of the (ode during
1995 is currently being prepared and will be published later this month, Ut is less than two .
years since the Code was introduced and it is clearly too early to judge its full unpact.
Nonetheless, evidence so far suggests it is having a positive effeci,. We have been
encouraged by suggestions made to the PCA Select Committee during their urrent enquiry
into open govermnment that a change is occurring not only in the way in which deparoments
respond to requests for wformation but also in the amount of information which 1§ being
provided as a matter of course. This is a reflection of the Code’s encouragerent of active
provision of information, a culture change which an Act would not necessarily bring about.

) mentions "the need for elecioral reform. " However, there are a numbear of
SAls foﬂw ‘toral reform., aud”% nat say specifically which proposals
attract him. However, if this is a referenceto-propostional representation, the Government

has repeatedly affirmed that there are no plans to change the present electoral system zt either
local or national elections.

Proportional representation often results in some form of coalition government, at either
national or Jocal ‘evel, based on & progranune which the electoraie has not had the
oppoTtunity to approve or disapprove. Where it is used, general elections have been known
to be followed by negotiations between the political parties involving deals and compromises
" to try 10 arrive a1 a solntion for workable government. and from which the electorare are

™
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usually excluded and have no means of influencing. Furthermore, the various forms of

proportional representation each have particular disadvantages, so that there is no one system :
which can safely be said to be the best solution. I

There is no perfect voting system. However, the Government remgins of the view that the |
simple majority system should be retained for local and parliamentary clections because it
is well understood by the electorate, is more likely than alternative systems to produce local
authorities and governunents which are directly accountable to the electorate and responsible
to them for the policies which they pursue, and that it contributes to stable government at :
both national and local level f

With regard to a Bill of Rights, the Government belicves that the rights of the individual in
thig country are well safeguarded by our existing constitutional arrangements. In out view,
the introduction of a Bill of Rights would represent a major change to these arrangements,
which have evolved over centuries and stood the test of time, for no advaitage.

T particular, a Hill of Rights, and its possible erttenchment in a written constitutior:, would
alter the long-established constitutional balance in this country between Parliament, the
executive and the courts, whereby Parliament has primary responsibility tor matters affecting -
the rights and liberties of the individual. Under such a Bill, the fingl decisions on such
matters would rest with judges, who are not directly accountable te the people of this
countrv, rather than with democratically elected Members of Parllament.  In the
Government's view, this change i neitlier desirable nor appropriste.

The Government thinks that our unwritten constitution has served us well by prividing the
system of checks and balances which is essential for the protection of democratic freedoms.
Our constitutional arrangements have the flexibility to develop and adapt in accordsnce with
society's needs, through the amendment or enaciment of statute law, thaough mudicial
decisions and through the evolution of constitutional conventions.  Soinz of the most
repressive regimes in the world have a written copstitution: to have one is by n> means a
guarantee of liberty,

It has long been estabiizhed in this country that a person is free to do as they wish unless the
law requires otherwice. We do 1ot need to pass a Bill of Rights becanse zuvl, rights are
already inberent in the United Kingdom's legal systems, and are proteciesd by therw and by
Parliament, unlese Parliament has decided ihat they should be restricted iz some specific
way.

The Government attaches great importance to its obligations under the huropesa Court of
Huruan Rights, and the other internationsl human rights instruments to which 1t is a party.
In our view, however  incorporation of the ECHR into domestic Jaw of the Unued Kingdom
i$ neither neccssary nov deswable,

In the Government's view incorporation would. like a Bill of Rights, strike at the
constitutionsl principle of the supremacy of Parliament, The areas of public policy covered
by the general principles sor omi in the - -vention have traditionally, and rightly. been the
province of Parliament, rather than the courts, As things stand, it is for Parlismendt 10 enact
detailed legislation on matters affecting the rights and liberties of the individual. In doing
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so it must, of course, huve regard w0 the United Kingdom'’s international obligatious.
Nevertheless, the final decision on such matters remains with Parliament. The incorporation
of e ECHR into domestic law, by whatever mguns, would transfer this final responsibitity
to the judiciary, enabling the courrs effectively to strike down legislation which had been
appron=d by Parliament. The guestion here, a3 with a Bill of Righs. is whether it is
desirable or sppiopriate ‘ot ihese inwiters fo rest with judges, who are not directly
accountable to the public, satle thoin with democrativally elected Members o! Perhiument
The Govemment's view is that  is noy
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So is

there

somebody ou

t was a dark, cloudless evening in early
January, and British Airways Flight
5061 from Milan was over the Pennincs,
coming in to land at Manchester Airport.
All was going 1o schedule. Just another
routine landing... And then it happened.
First Otficer Mark Stuart saw the thing
first and instinctively ducked. A strange
wedge-shaped object, illuminated like a Christmas
tree, flashed soundlessly past the Boeing 737’s
starboard side. Within seconds, it had vanished,
but Mark Stuart and his co-pilot Captain Roger
Wills were in no doubt about what they’d seen.

The two BA pilots, both sober-minded types
not given to flights of fancy, had just experienced
a close encounter with what has become known
as the Silent Vulcan,

And theirs was by no means the first
encounter. Over the past ten years, the Siient
Vulcan — so-called because its shape resembles
the old Vuican bomber — has apparently been

there, after all’

L1008 WOL

stalking the skies over Europe and North
America. First sighted over the USA in 1983,
there have now been hundreds of reported sight-
ings, many of them in the Pennine Corridor
which runs from the Midlands up to Yorkshire.
In 1990 it was spotted in Belgium and, on that
occasion the Belgian air force scrambled fighter
planes in a fruitless attempt at intcrception.

Now even the sceptics in the corridors of power
are beginning to take it seriously. The UFO phe-
nomenon, long associated with little green men in
starships, can no longer be easily dismissed as sim-
ple fantasy. Even senior-ranking Ministry of
Detence officials have now admitted publicly what
they have privately been convinced of for many
years: that extraterrestrials actually exist.

Foremost among them is Nick Pope, head of
Secretariat (Air Staff) 2a between 1991 and 1994

‘and, as such, the British Government’s expert on

the UFO phenomenon. He hegan his three-year
tour of duty as a sceptic but, remarkably, ended

‘...O...w....‘
-

They’ve always been
dismissed as the
Jantasies of the

soft-minded. But now
a senior government
official has come out
and stated it publicly:
‘I believe in
extraterrestrials.’
MARY GREENE
investigates why UFOs
are suddenly being
taken seriously in the
corridors of power

as a believer. Still working for the MoD, he has
wriften a book, Open Skies, Closed Minds, due to
be published in June (Simon & Schuster, £14.99)
and, significantly, far from damaging his career,
he has been promoted since he articulated his
extraordinary claims.

Of course, the vast majority of the 200 to 300
reports Pope received cach year could be explained
away. There are, after all, many logical explana-
tions: freak meteorological conditions, an excep-
tionally bright meteor, even the earthlights that
glow in the sky around the time of an earthquake.

Yet, as Pope explains: ‘That left a hard core
of five to ten per cent of sightings which defied
explanation. I am now convinced that there
may be an extraterrestrial explanation.” So, too,
is Timothy Good, 1 leading UFO authority,
whose new book, Beyond Top Sccret: The
Worldwide UFO Security Threat, due to be
published on April 26 (Macmillan, £16.99),
examines the potential threat of extraterrestrial

beings. So why is the extraterrestrial theory
finally being taken seriously? Significantly,
earthly science is at a loss to explain the extra-
ordinary speed of UFOs such as the Silent
Vulcan (or, as Nick Pope prefers to term it, the
Flying Triangle).

‘The Flying Triangle clearly behaves in a way
that is beyond the cutting edge of our own technol-
ogy,” says Pope. ‘It can move from hover to
speeds of about 5,000mph in less than a second,
acceleration that would kill any human occupant...
and who knows if indeed there is an occupant?’

Just a few years ago, such suggestions would
have been laughed at. Now, however, even the
Civil Aviation Authority is taking the matter seri-
ously. After First Officer Stuart and Captain
Wills filed a formal report of their near-miss
above the Pennines, the CAA spent a year inves-
tigating their claims. Last month, it agreed they
had seen an Unidentified Flying Object — or, as
they prefer to term it, an ‘unassessable’ object.
They commended the pilots, and British Air-
ways, for their courage and enlightenment in
making the report. Not surprisingly, the CAA’s
response was seen as a milestone in official
recognition of the UFO phenomenon.

To understand the UFQ's sudden rise in credi-
bility, it is necessary to trace the history of what
later became known as the Silent Vulcan. As
carly as 1983, there was an extraordinary surge
of sightings in the Hudson Valley in upstate New
York. Hundreds, maybe thousands, of people,
many of them professionals whose testament
would be accepted without cavil in any other
circumstances, bore witness to a spectacular
phenomenon that reappeared over a period of
more than three years.

It was described as a pattern of brilliant flash-
ing coloured lights, generally in the form of a V
or boomerang. It moved slowly, silently, and was
as big as a football pitch; some said it was as big
as three football pitches. Often, it was no more
than a few hundred feet from the ground, and
generally stayed in view for ten minutes or more.
If it turned, it did not bank as a planc would, but
simply moved sideways.

The Federal Aviation Authority denied its exis-
tence, and no rational explanation was forthcom-
ing. Sightings in the Hudson Valley tailed off dur-
mg 198(7 though there were sporad:c reports of
tr or boc else-
where in the country. But as snghtmgs of the ‘Silent

10



m:ncaumers: Audrey and Trevor Boon, opposite page, are among the hundreds of people across

in who insist they’ve seen a UFO that fitted descriptions of the Flying Vulcan, illustrated left

Vulcan’ waned in America, reports came in from
the Midlands and North of England throughout
1986 and 1987. In October 1986, Mark Smith, 30,
a company director from Leeds, and his wife
lyson, 28, an office clerk, had a mysterious
unter on the M1 just south of Nottingham.
Mark recalls: ‘“There were no other cars
about when we saw this light in the sky, about
200 feet above ground level but coming down on
us at a 45-degree angje. It seemed 1o be travelfing
at about 50mph, but slowed down as it crossed the
motorway, at a height of about 50 feet. It was
round, nearly as wide as the motorway itself, with
what looked like windows around it and oblong
structures that seemed to protrude from the sides.
It seemed to be made of a grey metal.

very bright light lit up the
whole motorway but the
object didn’t make any
sound: it just seemed to
glide on. It landed in fields
about 200 yards away
from the motorway, and
its light went out. I say it
landed, but as it was dark it could have disap-
peared aver the brow of a hill. At first I thought it
was a planc going to crash and I slowed down. It
wasn'’t a helicopter, it wasn’t an aeroplane. If I'd
been on my own I'd have thought I was just
imagining things, but we both saw it.’

Other witnesses gave similar accounts. August
1987 showed intense UFQ activity over this part of
the country and, on the night of August 16, more
than 20 people in Derby reported a brilliantly-lit
object ‘that seemed to change shape, opening out
from an oval into an arrow-shape’. Among them
was Audrey Boon, 66, a retired catering assistant
from Belper, Derby, and her husband Trevor, 69, a
former RAF sergeant. According to Audrey, they
saw a massive object “with big square lights all the
way round... all lit up like a couple of double-
decker buscs end to end in the sky’.

Then came the best-documented manifestation of
all. On November 29, 1989, a wave of mysterious
sightings was reported across Belgium. In the early
evening, two police officers observed a “dark, enor-
mous triangle’, seemngly solid, lit by white lights
in each cormer. It moved very slowly, at fow altitude

and they followed it by car. The policemen
described what they saw as a dark, tlat structure,
with a windowed platform on top ‘like the windows
of a train at night’. Nearly three hours after they
fogged it, the object accelerated and disappeared.
Similar sightings continued for more than a month.

Next, on March 30, 1990, on a coid, cloudless
night, at 23.03 hours, the Belgian air force
observed three strange lights in the sky, cons-
tantly changing colour, forming the points of an
isosceles triangle. Soon a second set of lights was
spotted, forming a smaller triangle.

The air force recorded blips on its radar
screens and at 00.05 hours scrambled two F16s to
intercept the ‘intruder’. Several times they
obtained a radar lock-on, once for as long as 20
seconds. but nothing was sighted. As soon as
contact was made, the object seemed to man-
oeuvre out of the way. No rational explanation
could be made of the events of that night.

In this country, meanwhile, the evidence is
steadily growing. Since the Fifties, our own Min-
istry of Defence has accumulated information on
more than 8,000 UFO sightings, much of which is
withheld from the public under the 30-year rule.
There is a standard response to such reports: “‘Our
only concern is to establish whether or not they
pose a threat to the security of the United King-
dom. Unless we judge that they do, and this has not
been the case so far, we do not attempt to investi-
gate further, or to identify whatever might have
been seen... We are not aware of any evidence that
might support the existence of extraterrestrial life.”

Ironically, it was Nick Pope who used to sign
such letters until, as he says, he became persuad-
ed ‘by the sheer breadth and depth of the evi-
dence over the years: the good reliable witnesses
— people with recognitiou training like pilots
and police officers, hard evidence like radar
tapes, the ministry’s own X files, and my own
investigations both professional and personal.’

Nor is Pope a lone maverick at the Ministry
of Defence. Retired Admiral of the Fleet Lord
Hill-Norton, a former Chief of Defence Staff
and the senior military officer in Nato during
the mid-Seventies, has gone on record accusing
the Government of covering up UFO incidents,
including the Belgian air force sighting. ‘It is
absurd to pretend there is nothing going on
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Convert to the cause: After three years spent i

the UFO ph Nick Pope is now

convinced that extraterrestrials exist. Right, many sightings have been in the Pennine Corridor

when it is perfectly plain that there is,” he has said.
So is there a high-level cover-up? Or simply baf-
flement? Ralph Noyes, now retired, was head of
Defence Secretariat 8 (as Air Staff 2 was known
before reorganisation) from 1969 to 1972. Like
Pope, he was a sceptic when he first took up his
post. ‘I thought it was nonsense,’ he says. ‘That
was the official line but I know a number of my
Air Staff colleagues were pretty uneasy about
what was going on.

here wasn’t a cover-up. There

was ignorance,” he alleges

now. ‘Ninety-five per cent of

cases can probably be

cxplained in rational terms but

there is a hard core that

nobody understands.” He him-

self claims to have sighted a

UFO over London in 1984. Intrigningly, he does

not believe the UFOs’ behaviour is simply ran-

dom. ‘“There is a persistent phenomenon around

this planet which manifests itself in a very odd

way and which seems 1o indicate a degree of

intelligence. The experience of the military is that

it teases them. If there’s an aircraft, it plays tricks

on it. There’s usually a lonely witness, out in the
country, and it teases.

“The fact is that on a number of occasions it

has come jolly near to causing aircraft accidents,

though it hasn’t been directly blamed for any

accident. Hard-headed civilian airline pilots are
cxtremely reluctant to report sightings. But it
would be intellectual cowardice to argue away
the hard core of these UFO reports.’

So what is behind the phenomenal rise in sight-
ings — and what do they really mean? As yet, no
one is offering answers. What does emerge, how-
ever, is a new and worrying suggestion — that
the UFOQ activity may not be as benign as the
authorities would like us to believe. As Philip
Mantle, director of investigations for the British
UFQO Research Association, points out: ‘They
call it an “unassessable” object... but I wonder
how they would have tabled a collision instead of
a near-miss? Whom would they have blamed?
The Russians? The IRA? Speculation would have
been about bombs and terrorists. If T were part of
the powers-that-be at British Airways or the
CAA, I'd be worred..”

If the experts are right, and UFO sightings
continue at their present rate, one thing seems
likely: that sooner or later the ‘near-miss” may
become a collision. Only then, perhaps, will we
begn to understand a phenomenon once
dismissed as fantasy, now recognised as the
grealest mystery of our times. Until then, wit-
nesses such as Mark Stuart and Audrey Boon
can only wait and wonder...

The Brinsh UFO Research Association welcomes reports of
sightings. Wrue 10: BUFORA, 1 Woodhall Drove, Batley, West
Yorkshure WF17 7SW, enclosing a stamped, addressed envelope.

1




PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION

MP: Martin Redmond (Labour)(Don Valley)
PQ REFERENCE: 0611H
PQ TYPE: Ordinary Written

DRAFT ANSWER REQUIRED BY: 1200 Monday 11 March 1996

QUESTION: To ask the S of S for Defence, if he will list the
types and nationalities of military aircraft booked into (a)
Area 5E and (b) Area 3A of the night low flying system between
1800 hours and 1930 hours GMT on 6th January 1995.

DRAFT ANSWER: No military aircraft were booked into night low
flying sectors 3A and 5E between the times stated on the 6th
January 1995.

APPROVED BY:

Head of Sec(AS) Signed M J D Fuller Tel: dé%gﬂ

Sec(AS)2 Signed _ Tel: B Date

COPIED TO:

PSO/ACAS*
DPR(RAF) *
AS.DD2*
AS.21%*
Sec(AS)1*
RCRO(Borders)
RCRO(C&T)
RCRO(Wales)



BACKGROUND NOTE TO PQ 0611H

1. Much of Mr Redmond's Don Valley constituency lies within
the Sheffield Transit Area and therefore experiences relatively
little military low flying. He has, however, asked a large
number of PQs on low flying over the years and it is our
understanding that Mr Redmond tables many of these questions on
behalf of M, a researcher into low flying and
other milita ria n issues, rather than as a result of any
direct personal interest.

2. This is one of four PQs (0590H, 0611H, 0618H & 0621H) Mr
Redmond has tabled for answer this week on aerial activity on
6th January 1995. It is likely that these questions have been
prompted by press coverage last month following the publication
of the report by the Joint Airprox Worklng Group (JAWG) of an
alleged alr mlss between a British Airways Boelng 737 and an

pE #tnear Manchester airport on the
The Times" is attached). The JAWG,
which consists of both civil and military aviation experts,
concluded that, in the absence of any firm evidence to explain
or identify the other craft, it was not possible to assess the
degree of risk of collision. The incident has also been
considered by the Department's Air Defence experts who
concluded that there was no evidence to substantiate that the
sighting represented a threat to the UK Air Defence region.

3. It is evident that Mr Redmond is seeking to establish
whether a military aircraft could have been responsible for the
air miss.
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at mllltary cover-ups

Behmd closed doors: L'¥

conspiracies and cover-ups

HIDDEN IN THE MAZE of the Ministry of Defence’s peeling,
blue-palnted corridors In London, a solltary civil servant
slts behind frosted glass. The acronym printed on his
office door glves no clue as to his Job — but It Is the
strangest In the bullding. Each day the single executive
officer of the Secretarlat of the Alr Staff, Department 2a

— 1o glve the sectlon its full name ~ comes Into work,
hangs up his coat and brolly and sets to opening the
latest batch of letters reporting UFO sightings across

the British isles.

Desplte the app t gl it Is pretty tedlous stuff.
He notes the address, sends out a pro forma letter of
thanks then files the reports, uninvestigated. These are
the RAF’s own ‘X-files’, And for thase who belleve ‘we are
not alone’, they are the source of the Britlsh milltary’s
allen cover-up.

After years of secrecy Nick Pope, the last man to
lodge hls umbrella In Department 2a, broke the offlclal
silence in the summer of last year to announce, to the
embarrassment of the MoD, that he ‘belleved’ allens had
vislted these Isles. The RAF’s response to ‘Spooky’ Pope,
as he Is now inavitably known within the MaD, Is
phlegmatic. ‘We Just send the letters out as a matter of
pollteness,’ explains a squadron leader fly. ‘We do
not belleve that allens present a threat to Britain's
natlonal securlty. OK?'

‘You see,’ Insists Phillip Mantle, director of
Investigations for Bufora, the British UFO Research
Assaclation, ‘there are people who would say: “How do
they know they’re not a threat? How did they reach that
concluslon?” See what | mean?

Indeed. in the welrd and wopderful world of allen cover-
up theorles, denlals take on a sinister new meaning.

Nick Pope clalms he was finally convinced of the
exlistence of UFOs by the wealth of accumulated data,
after undertaking his own study. 'The vast majority,’
he says, ‘can be explalned by weather balloons, satellites,
high-flying planes, but there Is a core of five to 10 per
cent that simply defy any explanation. That’s what
convinced me.’

The view of British alien watchers Is that the MoD are
complacent and lazy rather than masterminding a cover-
up. But In the Unlted States' UFO communlty, storles of a
military cover-up are leglon and ‘evidence’ of visits of
UFOs or JACs (ldentlfled Allen Craft) has been in

Irculatlon for years. G g It Is, too.
At the eplcentre of the canon are the plctures of an
‘alien * fed out the crash of an allen

craft near F'io;well, New Mexlco, in 1947. The consplracy
theorles have been given added welght by the Interest of

two il of C - St Schiff of
New Mexlcu and Dianne Felnsteln of Callfomnla.
Indeed, Schiff's campalgn has prompted an
tigation by the & 1A omce which
last year disclosed that key d it g to
the crash had gone ml: Under the Freedom of
|nformatlon Act he is now seeklng the releass of all

{ated to the R

White the US Air Force has recently changed Its story
to claim it was a secret apy ball not a
that actually crashed, Schiff has done little to help them
get off the hook, sp ing in the Washl Post on
an ‘apparent caver-up by the military’,

But it Is In the wealth of leaked ‘evidence’ that the
real glory of the US milltary cover-up theorles lle not least
the ‘Majestic’ allegedly abandoned on the
doorstep of a Holiywood televi: d , now posted
widely on the Internet and purportlng to telt the hldden
inslde story of a serles of projects set up by President
Elsent In 1953 to tact, meet and obtaln a UFO
from a mysterlous race of allens known as ‘greys’.

Mantle Is sceptical about thelr real provenance, but his
explanation echoes that of other more *serious’ ufologists:
that they are deliberate but ining
a core of truth.

‘The Malestic documents have been proved to be bogus,’
says Mantle. ‘But they are a smoking gun, There is some
trath behind them.’

PTRpN
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D/Sec(AS)/64/1

5 Mar 96
(;:j FI-LE NOTE

PRESS ARTICLES ABOUT HARRIER AIRCRAFT
CHASING “UFOs" NEAR BALMORAL ON WED 28 FEB 96 AT 2200 HRS

1. Following the New of the World and The Times articles
about the above mentioned alleged incident, the low flying
complaints cell established that two Harrier aircraft from No 4
Squadron which were on detachment at RAF Leuchars from
Laarbruch were conducting flying training in the rough area at
the time in question.

2. Spoke to CRO at Leuchars, Flt Lt nwﬁ@!confirmed the
above. He had received a few enquiri matter. The
crews were undertaking routine Night Vision Goggle training and
saw nothing unusual.

3. There was no question (as usual) that they were
'scrambled' to chase off any "UFOs".




claims the terms of the sale of
starting times to a London-
based Keith Prowse Hos-
pitality, on behalf of an
American finance company,
are potentially restrictive, The
tee times can be bought only
as part of travel packages
costing up to £900 per person
for a two-day visit.

“A complaint has been
lodged with us and we are
looking inte it an OFT
spokesman said. “We are con-
cerned with  establishing
whether or not this distorts the
competition, and if it does,
then what do we do about it.”

The investigation follows an
Inland Revenue inquiry into
the financial affairs of the
body that administers the golf
courses at St Andrews, the
Links Trust. The trust current-
ly enjoys charitable status for
income and corporation tax
purposes.

“We have a separate com-
mercial arm known as St
Andrews Links Lid,” Peter
Mason, Links Trust's external
relations manager, said. “St
Andrews Links Ltd transfers
profits to the parent company.
1t is a perfectly proper way of
doing things. The National
Trust does exactly the same.
Our understanding is that our
deal does not contravene any
legislation.”

The boom in the popularity
of golf prompted the Li
Trust to begin a big expendi-
ture programme in 1986. It has
spent more than £7million
since then on a new golf
course, a new practice facility
and a £3 million clubhouse.

& ;\

pray used
on one-eyed

“rugby player

By RICHARD ForD

POLICE used CS spray for the
first time yesterday when they
arrested Barrie McDermott,
the 17% stone rugby league
international, outside a
nightclub.

Mr McDermott, 23, a prop
for England and Great Brit-
ain, has sight in only one eye
after an accident with an air
rifle when he was 15. Original
trials of the spray were post-
poned after a Metropolitan
Police officer taking part in
training complained of burns
to his eyes, for which he is now
suing.

Police were called to the
Cabaret Club, Oldham, as it
closed at 2am to investigate
allepations of criminal dam-
age made by a taxi driver
waiting 1o collect a passenger.
Mr McDermott, who quit
Wigan to join Leeds for
£100,000 last year, was
sprayed after allegedly becom-
ing aggressive when officers
tried to arrest him. Last night
he said at his home near the
club’s Headingley ground: 1
have been advised by police
not to say anything.”

Greater Manchester Police
said that officers went to the
club after a call from a private-

hire driver. “Whilst attempt-
ing to effect the arrest of a
male for an offence of criminal
damage, the officers were
subject to aggression. The
officers deployed CS incapaci-
tant spray. It effectively sub-
dued the male sufficiently to
be restrained and placed
under arrest.”

A spokesman for the force
said that the man received
medical freatment and ap-

10 suffer no lasting
effects from the spray.

The rugby player was re-
leased on batl while palice
inquiries take place. He is to
return to Oldham police sta-
tion on Thursday. Mr
McDermott, a joiner from
Oldham, succeeded in being
called up to the Great Britain
rughy league squad despite
the handicap of having lost his
left eye.

He was sprayed less that 48
hours after 16 forces in Eng-
land and Wales began a six-
month trial with CS spray.
Oldham is the only division in
Greater Manchester where
the spray is being carried by
officers. Chief Superintendent
Eric Hewitt, head of Oldham
police, said that the value of
the CS spray was in shocking
an individual.

Royal couple buzzed by
unidentified flying gossip

By A1aN HaMILTON

A BRIEF but merciful week-
end lull in the Princess of
Wales's public negotiations
on her divorce forced yester-
day’s newspapers into the
realms of frantic speculation.

The News of the World
reported that two RAF Harri-
ers chased an unidentified
flying object from the skies
above Balmoral, the Queen’s
Highiand holiday home, on
Wetinesday night, U i
witnesses said the jets ap-
peared to have engaged in a
dogfight with a bright light,
which was visible eight miles
away in the town of Ballater.

But a flying saucer on
Royal Deeside is as nothing
compared with the enemy
forces said to be buzzing the

Instantly Identifiable Flying
Object currently lying low in
Kensingtfm Palace w!xile h?r

to announce their divorce, in
the same way that they ap-
peared together to announce
their t.

skis the pistes of Klosters,
where he has been visiting an
exhibition of his own paint-
ings at a local bank.

The Sunday Express report-
ed that Tory backbenchers
were pressing the Prime Min-
ister to prevent the Princess
ever becoming a Labour MP,
not an ambition she had
hitherto been suspected of
harbouring.

For its part, The Sunday
Telegraph, normally less ex-
citable, claimed that during
their private meeting at St
James's Palace last week, the
Princess suggested to her
husband that they _should

1

The Prince, hardly surpris-
ingly, is reported to have
declined firmly to have any-
thing to do with such an
endeavour. No doubt he had
an awful vision of himself and
his wife lounging on pastel
sofas like daytime television

while a pr
of therapists offered passing
and helpful thoughts.

Richard ang Judy are mar-
ried, apparently quite success-
fully; Anne and Nick are
merely a professional pair
who work well together. The
Prince and Princess are
neither.
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Royal Air Force
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Hawthorn '
CORSHAM Tel: RAF Rudloe ManorExt 5606
Wilishire SN13 0PQ 01225 810461 Ext 5606




Headquarters Provost and Security Services
(United Kingdom)

Royal Air Force Rudloe Manor Hawthorn
Wiltshire SN13 OPQ

Telephone Hawthorn E ext
fax

Please reply to
The Officer Commanding
Your reference

Our reference
Walsall 5234260/8/A1r
West Midland

40 lgFeb 96
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COORDINATION OF ALLEGED UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT SIGHTINGS

Thank you for your letter dated 30th January 1996 which Air
CommodoreMssed to me as Officer Commanding, Provost and
Security ted Kingdom). The matters referred to in the
report which you enclosed with your letter occurred in 1962. I am
sure that you will appreciate that it is difficult for me to
provide definitive answers to all of your questions as the vast
majority of correspondence and documentation dating from that era
would have been destroyed many years ago.

I can confirm that Flying Complaints Flight, which is part of
Headquarters Provost and Security Services (United Kingdom) (HQ
P&SS(UK)), was responsible for coordinating reports of unexplained
aerial sightings until 1992. I have not been able to determine the
date on which Flying Complaints Flight began to fulfil this role.
Please note, however, that Flying Complaints Flight only moved to
RAF Rudloe Manor (with the rest of HQ P&SS(UK)) in 1977. RAF
Rudloe Manor itself would have had no role in the coordination of
unexplained aerial sighting reports prior to the arrival of HQ
P&SS(UK). Indeed, it is likely, although we are unable to confirm
this, that Flying Complaints Flight coordinated such reports whilst
at the previous location of HQ P&SS(UK) at Acton.

Flying Complaints Flight would have received reports regarding
unexplained aerial sightings from members of the public as well as
from RAF witnesses. They would merely have forwarded these reports
to the Secretariat (Air Staff) at the Ministry of Defence and no
further action would have been taken either by Flying Complaints
Flight or by any other HQ P&SS(UK) personnel. It is probable that
reports would have been retained by Flying Complaints Flight for a
limited period of time before routine destruction.



-

: . . ' Many thanks for your enquiry and I trust that the above

details answer vour questions. For your information, I have also
written to ho wrote te Flying Complaints Flight
recently r 1lar information.

7ﬂ~1 o Leasty



rHhoaen CoRy

.F;:omw Group Captain _RAF

Headquarters Provost and Security Services
(United Kingdom)

Royal Air Force Rudloe Manor Hawthorn
Wiltshire SN13 OPQ

Please reply to
The Officer Commanding

Your reference

Our reference
Beckenham C
Kent . PSS/260/8/Air

M @ J\];a;'Zb 96
.. SRR

COORDINATION OF ALLEGED UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT SIGHTINGS

Thank you for your letter dated 18th January 1996 to which I
am replying as Officer Commanding, Provost and Security Services
(United Kingdom) of which Flying Complaints Flight is a part.
Please note that RAF Rudloe Manor itself has never had a role in
the coordination of unexplained aerial sightings. This role was
fulfilled, until 1992, by Flying Complaints Flight which moved to
RAF Rudloe Manor with the rest of Headquarters Provost and Security
Services (United Kingdom) (HQ P&SS(UK)) in 1977. Although I have
been unable to determine the date from which Flying Complaints
Flight became responsible for the coordination of reports of
unexplained aerial sightings, it is probable that it performed this
role prior to 1977 whilst HQ P&SS(UK) was located at Acton.

Thank you for your enquiry. I hope that the above details
answer your questions.

yﬂw Lia




1ding the House off]
«s against Labour’s co:
'fighnal plagls, Mz%wéx’aﬁ
~ther smugly quoted a
hy a lanky lefty po

tor, has written...” he toldzsi
his audience, “The Lords
provides a platform for truly
independent thinking.”

Very smart. Very apt. Just
one tiny, little mistake. The

leas a world statesmant’

45 spend much of his time reas-

features inclnde slimming .
advice from actress Sally
Farmiloe, and — best of t%n
— a gripping page on “the
unexplaine«fi"lf)y‘ one -”1
e a full-time civi
servax’:t at the MoD.

Ishould explain my excite-
ment. Pope, formerly the
head of the Secretariat (Air
Staff) 2a Office, used to

- suring alarmed mermbers of
wthe public that their sight-

7 Ings of little green men from
‘# outer space were unlikely to

scribbler, not the famous?
veteran of Beyond the;
Fringe. The real JM is most::
upset. “I'm. horrified to b
misidentified like this,”

tells ‘me: “Mawhinney’s an
absurd .figure and I'm dis-:
tressed to find that I've been
credited — or debited —
with these sentiments,
which are completely the

a bog-standard Murdoc! 1

be true. Last year, you may ¢
remember, he moved to
another post, after declaring
that he’d changed his mind
and now believed in UFQs. 5

How delightful, then, to §z
learn that Pope has finally X%
found a grateful audience #%
for his musings. “We moni- &
tor exactly how many people 3¢
read each page,” m told by
Hot Gossip founder Georgina
er},i, “Nick’s scores lots of

£

opposite of my own,”
Tory Central Office, no
doubt by now familiar with
the form, is weary and wary.
“Accidents happen,” I am
told. “Haven’t you got any-
thing better to write about?”
?ﬁqg back Hanley — all is

rYTTITINNm.
Screech. My cabbie
is convinced that the
very merry fare he picked
up late last Tuesday
evening in Parliament

L Square was the famously

dour Labour chief whip,
Donald Dewar. It couldn’t
have been him, I insist.

; The jaunty passenger
1 spent his entire journey

| en,

(surely an oxymoron?). The
Internet now boasts its ow
“socisty magazine” — the

irytly-titled Hot Gossip. Its

" imitating, in a loud whine,

the sound of the taxi’s
gine. “He was a:

good at it,” Cabbie

confides, “Very authentic

gear-crunching.” Sounds

far too much like fan for a

New Labour nan.




Welcome To The Unexplained Page

Edited By Richard Fair NOTE: The Editorial on this page is copyright. You may download it for your
own information only. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form
electronically or otherwise without the permission of the authors and HOT GOSSIP UK Magazine.

® The Real X-Files?

@ Ghost In The Machine?

® Nick Pope. The British Government's Expert On UFO's

® Interview With Nick Pope Qther UFO & Unexplained Sites

The Unexplained By Richard Fair
The Real X-Files ?

I remember sitting down in front of the TV one night and getting totally absorbed by what I was
watching. A top executive at a computer company had been electrocuted and the FBI had been brought
in to investigate. It turned out that the building where the company was based had a highly sophisticated
security system. The computer itself was guilty of murder.

The programme was the popular FOX Television series, X-Files, starring David Duchovny and Gillian
Anderson as two FBI agents investigating paranormal cases. I can understand why so many people
believe that the stories are based on real events. In fact sometimes the stories seem very close to "actual’
events, such as the alien recoveries at Roswell in New Mexico, mentioned in more than one episode.

Programmes like the X-Files and Outer Limits seem to have renewed people's interest in the paranormal.
But what exactly is the paranormal and is it all bunkum? What real evidence do we have that the spirits
of the dead come back to haunt us or that aliens are abducting people? Evidence in this field is very
difficult to gather and even when you think you have something positive, along comes an expert to
dismiss it all.

Through this column I'd like to share with you some of the stories I've come across over the years and,
hopefully hear from you with your stories. If any of the stories can be classed as proof of paranormal
activity, then all well and good. I won't stand as judge and jury on any of them.

Ghost In The Machine?

I begin with a story that I was involved with in the early 1980s. I don't think there is a connection to the
X-Files story!

Debbie and Ken owned a terraced cottage in Dodleston near Chester, England. In 1984, during
alterations, they began to experience “poltergeist™ activity in the cottage. It began with dusty footprints on
the kitchen wall, followed by some spectacular construction work! I remember Debbie telling me about
how they arrived home one evening to find a collection of food containers, including plastic bottles,
stacked up in the kitchen. At first they thought that one of their friends were playing jokes on them.
‘What seemed odd to me was that things usually happened when the house was empty. Usual poltergeist
activity surrounds adolescent girls. Debbie was well past this stage! Ken worked at a school in North
‘Wales teaching and he often used to bring a BBC computer home with him at the weekend. (Remember
this is 1984, computers were still a thing of mystery to most people!) One occasion Ken powered up the
computer and noticed a new file. Upon opening it he found that it contained a strange poem. This



‘ obviously disturbed Ken and Debbie. But they were still convinced that it was a hoax.

After some thought they decided to “post™ a reply to see what happened. What followed was a series of
exchanges between Ken/Debbie and someone calling themselves Lukas. He claimed to be living in the
same house, but in 1521!.Here's an example of one of the messages:

MYNE GOODLY FRIEND KEN METHINKS RAVENSCROFT AN CHIRCHE BE SUCHE A
THYNG THAT DO ME SUCHE DISESE AN WO THAT ME ADVISE DISCRECIOUN AN
PREYE YOW SPEKE NAMO ON SUCHE MATEERES MAUGREE MYNE WILFUL WAYS TO
PLEESEN YOWSELVE YOWR SCRIT BE ALS AMENDED WER DOTH MYNE MAYDE
SLEPE NOWE TIS GOOD YOW MAKE MURIE ME DOE DELYTE TO THINKS OF YOW
UPRYGHT AN DREYNT WTH WYN OR BOTTLE ALE BUT ME HOPES YOW BE NAT TO
FORSPENT THAT YOWR LIVER BO NO GOOD TO YOWR WOMJAN AFT TWEYE DAYES
OF SUCHE FESEMENT ME JESTS ME BIDDS WEL AN FARWEL LUKAS

As mentioned earlier, Ken was a teacher and he showed these messages to some of his colleagues.
Much research followed, as did more messages. It seemed that Lukas was playing a game with them at
first, by deliberately mis-spelling words and feeding them false information. At all times, though, the
language was consistent and Lukas insisted that Ken and Debbie were living in HIS house! messages
continued via the computer, along with the poltergeist activity. Early research into what had been said in
the messages received so far showed that they were inaccurate. Lukas later confessed to joking with
them. It appeared that Lukas had been well educated at Oxford and had met Erasmus (a humanist from
Rotterdam . He taught at Cambridge where Lukas met him. His “masterpiece” was Colloquia).

Debbie and Ken went through phases of belief and non-belief, acceptance of what was happening and
times when they were totally spooked. I remember Debbie telling me about a message they received on
a Sunday while listening to the ringing of the local church bells. Lukas mentioned them too! Quick
research showed that they were probably hearing the same bell! Debbie also told me about a time she
was alone in the house. She felt a presence. It was next to her and actually squeezed her shoulder. She
ran out ofthe house and stayed there until Ken returned a few hours later. On another occasion Debbie
and Ken came home to find all of the lounge furniture piled up against the kitchen door.

I remember visiting the cottage for the first time with a colleague from the Society for Research into
Psychic Phenomena. There were a lot of things that bothered me about the case and I wanted to visit

the house personally. Debbie met us before hand and accompanied us to the cottage. The front-door
opened directly into the lounge. As we entered, Debbie's face went quite pale. She stood pointing at the
wall mirror above the fire place. We could see some red lettering on it. “He's at it again®, she said. It
furned out to be a message from Ken written in red lipstick. The way Debbie reacted upon entering the
house told me that she was either very frightened or an excellent actor.It appeared from what Lukas had
been saying in his messages that he was now putting together a book about his contacts with Debbie and
Ken. As far as T understand it he did finish the book. Should it ever be found the implications would be
enormous! Debbie and Ken are convinced it will be found in their lifetime.

‘When Debbie first contacted me about the case she told me that they had been in touch with the SPR. I
got the feeling she wasn't happy with what they had told her. She also told me later that she thought she
had been followed a couple of times and that the phone had been tapped. (She was never happy to talk
to me on the phone. She always insisted that we met away from Dodleston.) I do remember sitting with
her in a quiet pub somewhere discussing why anyone would want to tap her phone. She thought that the
British Government may have been trying to find out how these messages were appearing on her
computer. I asked her how she thought the Government had found out about it. She said nothing but I felt
that he had ideas as to who was responsible. Things ticked over, until one of the messages from Lukas
questioned what year Ken and Debbie were living in. For some reason he thought it was 2109. Ken and
Debbie tried an experiment. They posted a message to 2109. 2109 answered! The communication
channel now appeared to be spanning three different time zones.

In his book Ken says "In my imagination I saw all of time as a vertical plane, climbed by a spiral
staircase.” The messages from 2109 were very different to those from Lukas. They too were written in
upper case, however the English used was more modern. It contained many spelling mistakes but Ken
and Debbie put this down to developments in the language in the future. Ken had been quite keen to
invalve friends and colleagues in research but was a little more hesitant to bring in outside researchers



. such as the SPR. However, Debbie convinced him that perhaps he should involve them and two people
came to visit them in their home. It seemed that, after the exchange of a couple of messages, the
researchers from the SPR began to become more interested in 2109 than in Lukas. Ken was not happy
about communicating with 2109, as he felt more affection towards Lukas, and at one point he disallowed
anybody from making contact with 2109.

One evening, the two representatives from the SPR were allowed a short time in the house alone to set a
question for Lukas. Ken discovered shortly afterwards that they had in fact tried to communicate with
2109 and this displeased him very much. Eventually Ken decided to resume communication with 2109
and it came to light that Lukas was not the real name of the person in the 16th century. Eventually, after
many promises and many messages, Lukas admitted that his real name was Thomas Harden
(Harwarden). Research into this person showed that he did exist at this time and many of the things
which had been said originally under the name of Lukas were pertinent to Thomas Harden.

A couple of interesting points regarding the messages from 2109. Ken asked them to explain what
poltergeist phenomena is. This is the reply he got:

"SURPLUS KENETIC ENERGY PROJECTED BY EITHER ONE OR MORE INDIVIDUALS OR
BY STORAGE CHANNELS HELD WITHIN BUILDINGS AND PLACES WHERE STRONG
EMOTIONS, SUCH AS FRUSTRATION, HAVE BEEN FELT MOST COMMON ENERGY
CENTERED AROUND AN INDEVIDUAL.RELEASED FOR MANY REASONS.USUALLY
CHILDREN OF THE AGES BETWEEN 12-19.87.9% GIRLS."

They also mentioned that in all but three recorded cases no injuries had been inflicted. They quoted that
last case of injury was caused by a falling beam, recorded in 2006. This was really their only reference
to time. They were questioned as to whether 2109 related to the year that they were communicating
from. They didn't directly answer this question but suggested that they were communicating from outside
of our universe.

Ken and Debbie decided to contact a local newspaper. They ran a front page feature in which they
claimed to have spoken to one of the researchers from the SPR. The article said: The case has been
investigated by the respected academic body, The Society for Psychical Research, who are satisfied that
“human agencies™ are responsible......... the society has not analysed the computer print-outs for linguistic
or historical accuracy. The researcher in question never filed a report to the SPR and resigned from the
Society in 1986. Since then no one has been able to trace him. His partner did return to the house at a
later date with another man. 2109 was suspicious of this person and eventually the two men stopped
visiting the house. Questions to the SPR showed that they had no record of these two men.

In one of the later messages from Lukas (Thomas), he told how his sister Katherine had been taken

away to nearby Chester where she was burned as a witch. Research uncovered no evidence of burnings
at Chester. When questioned about this Lukas said that it did happen, but the “King's men turned a blind
eye’. She was fourteen. 2109 continued communications and suggested the name and telephone number
of an investigator that they wanted to contact. This man was traced to his home in North Wales and
began a series of communications with 2109 by writing messages to them, placing them in a sealed
envelope and leaving them on the computer. After a short while the envelopes would disappear. Replies
were sent to this man via the computer screen, with instructions to Ken to print them off without reading
them and to take them personally to the investigator. Ken and Debbie never read the communications, as
far as I am aware, either from the man or from 2109. Not long after this, communication channels
between Ken and Lukas, or Thomas as he was now known, and 2109 concluded. As mentioned earlier,
Thomas Harden is said to have written a book. According to 2109,. this book will be found “within a few
years™. I have deliberately omitted the names of the investigators from the SPR and the man from North
Wales as I am attempting to trace them at the moment. Should anyone feel that they may be able to help
me in this matter, if they contact me personally T will be happy to discuss this further. The evidence given
shows that Thomas Harden was alive at the time given by the correspondents on the computer. The
existence and the identity of 2109 is still a mystery.

Richard
Nick Pope, UFO's & The MOD
For The First Time, The Government's UFO Expert Reveals All



. NICK POPE PREFILE
" Nick Pope worked as the British Government's expert on the UFO phenomenon. Now for the first time
he steps in to bridge the gap between the believers and the sceptics. .......... His book due to be published
in June 96’ will present convincing auguments in support of the existance of UFO's by using cases that
he has researched in his official capacity, and wams that there is an alien presence on Earth and that
something should be done about it very soon.

Nick Pope was born in 1965. After having completed his education he undertook a number of temporary
jobs before joining the Ministry of Defence in 1985.

During his career in the MOD, Nick has had a number of interesting and difficult postings, and his duties
have ranged from preparing briefing material for senior officers, to involvement in the policy inititive
enabling women to fly as pilots in the Royal Air Force. He has also been involved in work on the Gulf
War and the situation in Bosnia.

From 1991 to 1994 Nick was responsible for investigating UFO sightings for the Ministry, and handling
policy on this subject. His brief was to evaluate whether or not there was any evidence of a threat to the
United Kingdom. His conclusions were both startling and controversial, and he uncovered a number of
cases which seemed to involve craft with technologies considerably more advanced than our own. He
concluded that some UFO's were indeed extraterrestrial in origin.

Nick also became officially involved in research into alien abductions , crop circles and animal
mutilations, and has a good knowledge of the paranormal in general.

Nick still works for the MOD, where he holds the rank of Higher Executive Officer, which equates to a
Major in the British Army.

Although no longer researching UFO's in an official capacity, Nick has kept up his interest in the
phenomenon, and has written a book on the subject. Entitled "Open Skies, Closed Minds" it gives an
overview of the UFO phenomenon, coupled with an insight into his official research and investigation at
the MOD. The book will be published by Simon & Shuster in June 1996.

Nick is currently researching a book on the alien abduction phenomenon, and is actively investigating a
number of interesting cases. He is also planning a fictionalised account of the official response to a
confirmed alien presence on Earth.

Nick has given a lecture in America on the general theme of official interest in UFO's, and has accepted
invitations to speak at several conferences in 1996, including the Fortean Times "Unconvention 96". He
has given a number of television interviews, and has been featured extensively in newspapers and
magazines. There are a number of other media projects currently being planned.

Hot Gossip w: xclusive interview with Nick

OTHER UFO & UNEXPLAINED SITES

VI Enterprises

has to be the best site for...The Golden Age, Crystal Skulls, UFO’s and PERU, with links to other sites .
Tllinois & Vera Shapiro take you on a magical trip into the New Age.

For everything you wanted to know about Crystals. A really interesting site and well worth a visit.
UFO Guide. A great site listing UFO information

Pauls Page. Links to the best

hitp://www.pixi.com/~navsrchf

BUFORA on-line

EBE Page

Pictures and information on Roswell
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. The British Crop Circle Page

If you are with Compuserve Go ......UFO and join a great forum which specializes on the subject of
UFO’s. They have a European section where you can chat, read and send posts or join in a conference.

If you have any interesting mysteries or reports and would like us to print them, please e-mail me,
Richard Fair, I'd like to hear from you.

NEXT ISSUE

Please look out for our next up-date which will be around the end of February 1996. We will have more
interesting true stories and interveiws.

Please mail any comments to Hot Gossip

Return to Home Page
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YR VIEW WITH NICK POPE
Contributed by Georgina Bruni
GB: Hi Nick thank you for taking the time to talk to me for WWW Hot Gossip UK Magazine

GB: Can I ask you , do you believe in UFQ's?
NP: When I began working on the section for UFO sightings, I was a sceptic but I came out a true believer.

GB: What was it that made you into a true believer?
NP: There were a number of cases which I researched which led me to believe, I'll be mentioning some in my book so
1 don't want to give too much away at the moment.

GB: What kind of people reported these sightings, the general public? military?

NP: Most of the reports were from the public, we had some from the services, RAF pilots, etc. but they were quite
nervous about reporting sightings so there were very few. I think most of them probably reported to their commanding
officers. On several occasions members of the public turned up in person at the MOD building anxious to report
sightings.

GB: Did you follow up the sightings, check them out, interview the people who made these reports?

NP: I didn't always go out to interview people, it was mostly a desk job, I would contact the local Air Force Bases and
the royal observatory in Greenwich to check if they had any unusual sightings in those areas, and I'd get as much
information as I could from the people making the reports.

GB: What was the most unusual report you ever received?

NP: I arrived at my office one morning and the phones were ringing like crazy with calls from the public and police
stations all over the country. The night before March 30th 1993 there had been a wave of sightings all over the UK,
from South Wales, Devon, Cornwall etc. What was so incredible about this wave was that it was exactly like the well
known Belgium Sightings, three white lights in a triangular formation, as reported in Belgivm in 1990. Even mere
incredible was that the UK sightings happened three years to the exact day of the Belgium sightings. ~

GB: Historically, in your opinion, what was the most interesting UK case reported?

NP: I didr't work on this one personally but apart from the wave on 30th March 1993, T think the Rendlesham Forest
incident is historically very interesting, There you have a case were a UFO was seen by many United States personnel
from Bentwood and Woodbridge bases, including the Deputy Base Commander Lt Col Charles Halt, himself from the
Woodbridge Base. The most remarkable thing was that the area of the sighting was checked for radiation, and the
readings which were taken were ten times above the normal level. The Rendlesham forest case was featured in two
recent British television programmes. The subject being covered in the documentary series Network First titled UFO,
and also in an episode of Michael Aspel's ' Strange But True'

GB: Did you ever receive any alien encounter reports at the MOD ?
NP: I covered many reports, some from people claiming to have been abducted by aliens. This concerns me because if
these reports are true then our citizens are being abused and taken against their will and that is extremely serious.

GB: Do you personally believe that our citizens are being abducted against their will?
NP: Yes I do, and like I say; I'm concerned because very few people understand it enough to do anything about it.

GB: Do you think there's a cover- up in the UK ?
NP: I don't think it's so much a case of a cover-up, I think it's just that there's no lasting evidence and I don't think the
officialdom know how to deal with it. I think that officialdom is just not convinced that there's any real proof.

GB: But what about all the reports ?
NP: Well I would be frustrated after researching a case, to find that it was filed *Object Unexplained Case Closed*
‘When I inquired T was told that whatever it was, it had been and gone and that was it!

GB: Do you think that many sightings weren't reported to the MOD, that people would rather confide in a UFO
organization, or keep quiet?

NP: Yes 1 think that the media and society in general tend to ridicule anyone who claims to have seen a UFO or been
abducted. And that is sad because most of these people are intelligent citizens. And you're quite right only very few of
those people who had experienced an encounter of some kind, would actually report it to the MOD.

GB: Why did you leave the UFO reports section ?
NP: Because I was promoted. But in any case, I had completed three years in one section and was due for a2 move,
most civil service postings last from between three to five years.

GB: OK, but why is the MOD allowing you to continue on the staff knowing that you are about to disclose these UFQ
files to the public in your forthcoming book.
NP: Let's just say that I've had a very interesting time over the last six months, and I have no idea what tht future will



bring.

GB: Can you elaborate on what's happened to you in the last six months?
NP: I don't think I'd better!!

GB: What's your feelings about some Ufologists and organizations, are you afraid they may attack you like they have
others who came forward with this information.

NP: I have a huge number of friends and contacts among Ufologists, and I have received lots of much welcomed
support from them. In September 1995 I gave a lecture at the New Hampshire branch of MUFON, and I will be giving
several lectures in the UK during 1996.

GB: Are your successors as keen as you were in following up these reports?
NP: I'm aware that many of my initiatives { such as closer co-operation between the MOD and the UFO lobby} seem
to have been reversed.

GB: Many of us, especially from the UK are looking forward to the publication of your book, can you tell us about it
and when it will be available.

NP: Yes, it's called 'Open Skies Closed Minds' and is being published by Simon & Schuster in hardback, and it will be
released on June 3rd 1996.

GB: From your publishers press release I read that you have "stepped in to bridge the gap between the believers and
the sceptics, and that the governments are just as much in the dark as the rest of us about these unexplained sightings”
Myself, and I'm sure 1 speak for many others, would welcome your move in this center position, but I'm not sure that
any serious ufologist /researcher would accept that the governments are in the dark about this matter.

NP: 1 think most of the cover-up stories concern the US government rather than the British government { were I've
made it clear that my view is that people know too little about UFOs as opposed to too much.} And there are bound to
be areas were some Ufologists and I disagree, but wouldn't it be a boring world if everyone had the same opinion!

GB: Nick can I ask your opinion of the *Santilli Autopsy Footage*?
NP: 1 think the film is a fake! There are just too many holes in the story. But don't get me wrong, I'm convince that the
Roswell Incident is genuine.

GB: Can you leave us with one quote for our readers.
NP: I'd just like to encourage people to keep plugging away......keep up the research.... keep asking questions.....keep
up the pressure............ and if we all work together, maybe we'll solve the UFO mystery.

Thank you Nick for your time and good luck with your book. We are pleased to announce that Nick Pope will be
joining The Unexplained Page with his own section called *POPE'S CORNER* We'll keep you posted. Nick's book is
being published in hardback. # 0 684 81664 4 . 304 pp

He can be contacted through his agent. Andrew Lownie Voicephone: 0171 436 1898 Fax: 0171 636 4917

Please mail any comments to Hot Gossip
Return to Home Page



AN -unidentified flying
object: overtook: -a British
Airways passenger jet at
high speed as:it ‘made its
final approach to Man-
chester Airport, an official
report - disclosed last
night. - ‘t:er
“The close encoun
between the Boeing 737.and
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pened at about 4,000ft as the -
BA flight returned from Milan
with pass‘elngersls 5 o e

"0, described as hay-
in'Ig‘hg%ll?ack stripe down 1t§
. side and a ‘Christmas tree
arrangement of lights, flashed
past the iet with no sound
and no

Investigators remain baffled' |
ineident’ which happened on

Jenuary '8 last year and was
reaxlnlof’f;qu by both pilots on the
Bo!

eing.
,"

770140046251

neniny Loony):
(Mark Thiomas £
4): 122

re when we haven't even
the party until May I,”

Blair will be delighted
r Trickett’s 15,817 votes,
though the turnout on a
eezing day was only 39.5 per

! cent, compared with 76 per
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will see it as a decisive victory
for his new Labour, particu-
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Harman’s son’s education.
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when
Norman
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The. Government is now
bracing itself for anather by-
election defeat — which would
reduce its majority to three —
at the Conservative-held Staf-
fordshire South East, which
fell vacant with the death of
Sir David Lightbown.
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BY NiCK NUTTALL, TECHNOLOGY CORRESPONDENT

THE Internet iy sct to become
a multibillion-pound  world
superstore. Two leading credit
card companies yesterday an-
nounced that they have devel-
oped a way of making safe
payments over the electronic
computer network.

Experts are predicting with-
in four years the computer
purchase of goods from wine,
cars and clothes to computer
games and -informatjon
services. *h

Until now development of
the Internet for shopping has
been hampered by the difficul-
1y of ensuring that clectronic
paymenlts are secure from
hackers and  credit card
fraudsters. Most  computer

“help from such

shopping is done over private
nefworks run by firmy such as
Compuserve,

But the breakthrough by
Visa and Mastercard, with
firms  as
Microsoft and RSA Dala Sec-
urity, opens up commerce to
miltions  of users of the
Internet. The secure payments
system requires special soft-
ware which will be embedded
in standard products such as
Windows 95. When the user
dials the credit card details in,
the software scrambles the
numbers info a code which is
transmitted {o the seller,

The Times on the Internet:
hitp:/ /www.ihe-times.co.uk
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& Leicester, in
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PLUS Vision, the
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'UFO ‘buzzed’ airliner at Manchester airport

By HARVEY ELLioTT

more than a year-after the -

AIR CORRESPONDENT

BRITISH Airways passenger jet
ad a close encounter with an uniden-
fied flying object while landing al

Manchester airport, an official report
disclosed last night.

The Boeing 737, with 60 people on
board, was overtaken at high speed hy
a wedge-shaped craft as the plane
descended through 4,000ft on the final
stages of a journey from Milan.

Captain Roger Wills reported that the
UFO, which was emblazoned with
small white lights and possibly a black
stripe down its side, fashed silently
down the side of the jet so close {hat
his co-pitot, First Officer Mark Stuart,
involuntarily ducked as it went by.
There was no sound and no wake
hut both pilats were so concerned that
they filed a formal “airmiss” report.
The Civil Aviation Authority launched
an investigation, the fourth such
incident since 1987, and after a year-

long inquiry concluded yesterday that
they could find no likely explanation,
The three previous reported sightings
also baffled the CAA experts.

The incident happened at 6.48pm on
Janvary 6 lasl year with the aireraft
just above the clouds and visibilily at
least ten miles. Then air trafiic
controllers had the following conver-
salion with Flight S061:

B737: “We just had something go
down the right-hand side, just above
us very fast.”

Manchester: “Well there's nothing
seen on radar. Was it an aircraft?”

B737: “Well, it had lights, it went
dowa the starboard side very quick.”

Captain Wills and First Officer
Stuart are cerfain that the object was
solid and not a balloon, a model
airceaft or even a military Stealth
aircraft which the captain had seen
before and would have recognised.

Both pilots should be commended
for their courage in submiiling a
report, the investigators said.

TV &RADIO ..........
WEATHER............
CROSSWORDS..

....38,39
eeell2 20
20,40

LETTERS.......
OBITUARIES ..
'BERNARD LEVIN .

e 17,25,37 || ARTS .

CHESS & BRIDGE...........35
COURT & SOCIAL............18

e ...29-31

SPORT.......... revinnne. 34-38, 40
EDUCATION.............. v 33
BUSINESS NEWS...... 2128

Learning the
- with thoret

‘Basic addition
multiplicatior

For FREE br
or return
P.0O. Box 1.
Pleass tick: 7-10"
Mr/Mrs/Miss: _ _
Address: _ _ _ _

—

o QC d’L\Ss \\cga_b - \S

Copld k I O\SSc + GE3 . Neo cpgparebt O

= -

Gheres .

e

f c.»LSo (‘ece,._,;b L= agua—e_a._, Cfo‘p

MR et s e
PO o

=g

of U

PPN
b "3 [ I’M

NS
CEBA RS |,
AS—W:S




-
. £

0

Fri Feb 02, 1996 13:22 mailbox log Page 1

DATE TO SUBJECT
02/02/96 DPO(RAF) REPORT OF "UF0Q" SIGHTING ON Ref: 489
Sent : 02/02/96 13:12
To : DPO(RAF),DPO(RAF)S02
Cc :
Ref 489

Subject: REPORT OF "UFO" SIGHTING ON 6 JANUARY 1995 MADE BY TWO BRITISH
AIRWAYS PILOTS

Text : In view of the fact that this story appears in several

newspapers this morning, ‘and I have received one enquiry from

the Press which I put onto you from a Manchester newspaper, I

thought you might find the attached statement of assistance.

This sighting was looked at by the CAA Joint Airmiss Workin
Group last year but the findings were inconclusive.. ﬂ
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REPORTED "UNEXPLAINED" AERIAL SIGHTING BY BRITISH AIRWAYS
PILOTS — 6 JAN 95

As a matter of routine, the Civil Aviation Authority notified
the Ministry of Defence of the report of an "unexplained"
aerial sighting made by the British Airways pilots on 6 January
1995. The information received was looked at, in consultation
with the Department's air defence experts, and as there was no
evidence to substantiate a matter of defence significance, MOD
interest in the sighting concluded.
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DATE TO SUBJECT

12/02/96 DPO(RAF)S502 BBC TV "UFO" PROGRAMME - Ref: 500

Sent : 12/02/96 11:22

To : DPO(RAF)S02

Cc :

Ref : 500

Subject: BBC TV "UFO" PROGRAMME - REQUEST FOR INTERVIEW

Text H
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LOOSE MINUTE
D/Sec(AS)/64/1
12 Feb 96

BBC TV "UFO" PROGRAMME — REQUEST FOR INTERVIEW

1. You should by now have seen a co of the fax which
Sec(AS)2a received from last Wednesda the
content of which I brief with you.

wishes to interview a MOD representative about the current MOD
policy on "UFO" matters.

2. In view of the fact that the MOD has no role in respect of
"UFO/flying saucer" matters, we do not consider it appropriate
to consent to an interview of this nature. However, we propose
to respond with a standard statement about our role concerning
"unexplained” aerial sightings, whichm:i.gbt choose
to quote from during the TV programme

3. I should therefore be grateful if the following statement
could be forwarded to @ia your office.

"UFOs*

"The Ministry of Defence does not have any direct
interest, expertise or role in respect of "UFO/flying
saucer" matters, or those relating to the existence or
otherwise of extraterrestrial lifeforms, about which we
remain totally open-minded. To date, however, the MOD
knows of no evidence which might substantiate the
existence of such phenomena.

The MOD and HM Forces have responsibility for the
effective defences of the United Kingdom and we remain
vigilant for any potential threat, from whatever source.
It is in this context alone that we look at reports of
"unexplained" aerial sightings in order to establish
whether what was seen might have defence significance.
If no threat is discerned, and in connection with
"unexplained" aerial sightings this has been the case in
all instances to date, we make no further attempt to
investigate and establish exactly what may have been
seen."

!E’C(AS y2a

MB8245 82140MB
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attac statement represents our standard approach to

answering Rendlesham Forest questions. We do not get drawn into
answering individual questions.

Any queries give me a call.
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE STATEMENT ON "UNEXPLAINED" AERIAL SIGHTINGS

The Ministry of Defence does not have any direct interest,
expertise or role in respect of "UFO/flying saucer" matters, or
those relating to the existence or otherwise of
extraterrestrial lifeforms, about which we remain totally open-—
minded. To date, however, the MOD knows of no evidence which
might substantiate the existence of such phenomena, and there
is no question of the MOD seeking to cover up any information
on the subject of "UFOs".

The MOD and HM Forces have responsibility for the effective
defences of the United Kingdom and we remain vigilant for any
potential threat, from whatever source. It is in this context
alone that we look at reports of "unexplalned" aerial sightings
in order to establish whether what was seen might have defence
significance. 1If no threat is discerned, and in connection
with "unexplained" aerial sightings this has been the case in
all instances to date, we make no further attempt to
investigate and establish exactly what may have been seen. To
date no threat to the United Kingdom has been discerned which
has been attributed to a "UFO".

Alleged Events at Rendlesham Forest, December 1980

When the Ministry of Defence was informed of the events which
are alleged to have occurred at Rendlesham Forest/RAF
Woodbridge in December 1980, all available substantiated
evidence was looked at in the usual manner by those within the
MOD/RAF with responsibility for air defence matters. The
judgement was that there was no indication that a breach of the
United Kingdom's air defences had occurred on the nights in
question.

As there was no evidence to substantiate an event of defence
concern no further investigation into the matter was necessary.
Although a number of allegations have subsequently been made
about these reported events, nothing has emerged over the last
15 years which has given us reason to believe that the original
assessment made by this Department was incorrect.
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8on 40

BBC WORLD SERVICE PROGRAMMES ON "UFQOS" — QUESTIONS TO THE MOD

The Press Office has received the attached series of
questions from the makers of a forthcoming set of 3 programmes on
"UFOs*

The questions centre on events at Rendlesham Forest, but also
mention Mr Pope and Lord Hill-Norton. Rather than be drawn to
answer individual questions I propose that we provide them with a
general statement on our interest in this subject, and the
standard line on Rendlesham Forest.

I attach a draft statement and should be grateful if we can
discuss tomorrow at some point.

n 40
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE STATEMENT ON "UNEXPLAINED" AERIAL SIGHTINGS

The Ministry of Defence does not have any direct interest,
expertise or role in respect of "UFO/flying saucer" matters, or
those relating to the existence or otherwise of
extraterrestrial lifeforms, about which we remain totally open-
minded. To date, however, the MOD knows of no evidence which
might substantiate the existence of such phenomena and there is
no question of the MOD seeking to cover up any information on
the subject of "UFOs".

The MOD and HM Forces have responsibility for the effective
defences of the United Kingdom and we remain vigilant for any
potential threat, from whatever source. It is in this context
alone that we look at reports of "unexplained" aerial sightings
in order to establish whether what was seen might have defence
significance. 1If no threat is discerned, and in connection
with "unexplained" aerial sightings this has been the case in
all instances to date, we make no further attempt to
investigate and establish exactly what may have been seen. To
date no threat to the United Kingdom has been discerned which
has been attributed to a "UFO". .

RAlleged Events at Rendlesham Forest, December 1980

When the Ministry of Defence was informed of the events which
are alleged to have occurred at Rendlesham Forest/RAF
Woodbridge in December 1980, all available substantiated
evidence was looked at in the usual manner by those within the
MOD/RAF with responsibility for air defence matters. The
judgement was that there was no indication that a breach of the
United Kingdom's air defences had occurred on the nights in

question. | 1

As there was no evidence to indicate an event of defence
concern no further investigation into the matter was necessary.
Although a number of allegations have subsequently been made
about these reported events, nothing has emerged over the last
15 years which has given us apy reason to believe that the
original assessment made by this Department was incorrect.



MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
From: Secretariat (Air Staff)2a, Room 824

Main Building; itehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct Dialling) 0171 218 2140

(Switchboard) 0171 218 9000
{Fax}

CARLTON TELEVISION Your reference

Attn:
| —_— Our reference
D/Sec(AS)/64/1
== by fax == Date

18 January 1996

T

DETAILS OF NUMBERS OF "UNEXPLAINED" AERIAL SIGHTINGS REPORTED TQO THE
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Attached, as requested, numbers of "unexplained" aerial sightings
reported to the Ministry of Defence per year since 1959 when records
were first kept. t ‘

Yours sincerely,

Enc.




NUMBERS OF "UNEXPLAINED" AERIAIL SIGHTINGS REPORTED
TO THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

1959 — 22 1981 - 600
1960 - 31 1982 - 250
1961 - 71 1983 - 390
1962 - 46 1984 - 214
1963 - 51 1985 — 177
1964 - 74 1986 — 120
1965 - 56 1987 — 150
1966 — 95 1988 - 397
1967 — 362 1989 — 258
1968 — 280 - 1990 - 209
1969 — 228 1991 - 117
1970 - 181 1992 - 147
1971 — 379 1993 - 258
1972 - 201 1994 — 250
1973 — 233 1995 - 373
1974 - 177
1975 ~ 208
1976 - 200
1977 — 435
1978 — 750
1979 - 550
1980 - 350

Figures from before 1959 are not available.

NB. The above figures relate to the number of reports, received
by the Ministry of Defence, of aerial activity which was not
immediately identifiable to the witness. They should not be taken
to reflect sightings of “UFO/flying saucers”.
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TEL. _ MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
CS (RM} 1

16 JAN 1896
ST, CHRISTOPHER HOUSE

10 January 1996

£S

Dear Sir/Madam,

In 1995 I wrote to the Public Record Office in an attempt to
determine if it would be possible to access 1947~1964 files
which originated with the Royal Air Force's Provost and
Security Services (P&SS), which has its headquarters at RAF
Rudloe Manor, Wiltshire.

I was informed by the Readers Services Department that the
'Public Record Office Current Guide' makes no mention of P&SS
records, either open or closed. In addition, I have accessed a
number of other files which the PRO suggested might contain
P&SS records, but was unsuccessful in locating anything
relevant, In light of this PRO suggested that I contact you to
see if you could possibly advise me if P&SS files covering the
period in question are still retained by MOD, or if it appears
to be the case that they have been destroyed.

I appreciate that it is not the role of the DRO to conduct
searches on behalf of the public, but if you can advise me in
any way, or offer any advice, it would be most gratefully
appreciated. Thankyou for taking the time to read my letter.

Yours faithfully,

Nee

Syole. EETERRIO-
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
St Christopher House Southwark Street London SE1 0TD Room ‘n ‘

N
N

46\ Fax: 071-921-

Your reference

Walsall . Oue ref
west Midlands CS(RM) /4/6/37
Date

[ r_)January 1996

I acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 10 January 1996 concerning
the fate of records that might have been created by the Royal Air
Force’s Provost and Security Services (P&SS) during the period 1947-

1964.
I am investigating whether any Rapers created by P&SS during the

above period have, for some unknswn reason, by-passed the review
process. You may expect me tg rep on completion of my action.

€

Rarvclad Panar



MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
St Christopher House Southwark Street London SE1 0TD Room 7127

Telephone (Direct Dialﬁngmo Fax: 071-3921-
T I —

Officer Commanding

Royal Air Force Your reference
Rudloe Manor
H§wth01§'n Our reference
Wiltshire CS(RM)/4/6/37
SN13 OPQ

. Dat

,Z;éanuary 1996
RDS —~ P E E

Under the terms of the Public Records Acts, 1958 and 1967, all
government departments are required to review their records with the
view of selecting those worthy of preservation. These are
transferred into the custody of the Public Record Office where they
become available to members of the public at the start of the 3lst
year. Records not selected we are required to destroy.
Responsibility for ensuring that the Ministry of Defence, and those
areas operating under its control, comply with the terms of the Act
rests with the Departmental Record Officer.

From time to time members of the public approach the Department
seeking assistance in clarifying the status of records that, for
whatever reason, have not found their way into the public domain. I
have recently received a letter from an individual who is concerned
that no records from the RAF’s Provost and Security Service have been
selected for preservation. He is particularly interested in records
covering the period 1947-1964.

Will you please advise:

a. whether you hold papers from covering the period 1947-1964,
if you do,

b. please provide a broad indication of the types of record,
and
c. reason for retention.

Recycled Paper



LOOSE MINUTE

CS(RM)/4/6/37

January 1996

Sec(AS)2a

RELEASE OF "UFO" FILES
Reference:

A. D/Sec(AS)/64/1 dated 2 January 1996
B. CS(RM)/4/6/37 dated 29 September 1995
C. D/Sec(AS)/64/1 dated 28 September 1995

1. Reference A sought advice on "UFO" files released with
effect from January 1996.

2. Reference B gives details of all "UFO" files reviewed to
date that have been listed for the PRO. You will see that
only one,fgle was released in 1996 -~ AIR2/17527. For future
years we anticipate a larger number of releases:

1997"- 2

1998. - 10
1999 ' 7- 14
2000 -~ 13
2001 - 1

3. When you write to your inquirer I would strongly
recommend you make no mention of any future releases. In our
experience it would only result in pressure to release files
in advance of the 30 year point.

4. In addltlon to the file identified in paragraph 2 a
number of Sensitive extracts from files previously released
are now being prepared for transfer to the PRO (Reference
c), namely'

AIR 2/16918
AIR. 2717318 [
AIR 2/17526

At thekpreﬁent time it is not possible to say when these
extracts will be associated with the main files, and thus
available to the public, but it will certainly be during the
early part of 1996. You may prefer not to publicize the
release’ qf these papers.

| Mmfsgnv OF DEFENCE |
£C{AS) 2
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LOOSE MINUTE
D/Sec(A8)/64/1

4 Jan 96
DPO -
GF(Policy)l -

MR POPE — ARTICLE IN “FOR HIM MAGAZINE"

You may wish to be aware of the attached article about Mr Pope,
which appears in the February edition of "For Him Magazine®,

Sec(AS —
MB8247 hp@n 40‘

Enc.
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UFOINVESTIGATOR

Nick Pope, the real-life X-Files man, on aliens, abductions and John Major

‘You're a professional UF0-investigator, right?
From 1991 to 1994 my job was to investigate
UFO sightings for the British govermnment. I work
at the Ministry of Defence, I'm the equivalent
of an Armry major. In 1991 Iwas asked to do the
‘UFQ job'. Officially it's called Secretariat Air

 Staff, Department 2A - but more commonly
referred to as ‘the UFQ desk’. The brief was to
ook at the reports as they came in and decide
whether they constituted a threat to the UK's
defences. I thinkit’s a fair assumption that the
intruding technology is more advanced than
the defences we have.

Aren’t you known as the real-life Fox Mulder,

the guy from The X-Files?

Yeah. After The X-Files was first aired on British
TV, 1 acquired the nickname ‘Spooky Pope’.

Have yon always been into UF0s?

Thad no real interest before I took the job. I rea-
soned that if I was being paid I should do it to
the best of my ability, but 1 didn'tjoin with any
P ived knowledge or enthusi Iwent
in a sceptic and came out a believer.

What changed your mind - did you see a UF0?
No. It was a gradual effect, case after case after
case. The cumulative effect of credible eye wit-
ness reports, photographs, videos, military
intelligence and classified information. I grad-
ually came to realise that there was something
going on that is ahove and beyond our under-
standing. An awful lot of RAF pilots told me that
they’d seen things, but wouldn't dream of

" reporting it for fear of ridicule. There is a gen-
eral climate of acknowledgement within the RAF
that pilots do see things, These men are trained
observers, they don't make mistakes.

What is the government's official line on UFQs? -

They will look at every report to ascertain
whéther it constitutes a threat, but thereisno
corporate beliefin aliens. .

So presumably the MoD weren‘t too pleased

with your switch in position?
Some of them thought, oh dear, he’s ‘gone
native’. When it came out that I'd written a book
(Open Skies, Closed Minds) some people were
horified and I suddenly became public enemy
number one. That said, Istill had the support of
the vast majority of my colleagues.

Has anyone tried to put the frighteners on you

about your book?
Hmm. One ortwo people would certainly be hap-
pier if the book never saw the light of day, and
one or two people were ‘difficult’. There's no
classified information in the book, though. It
is perhaps embarrassing to some people because
it leaves some unanswered questions.

Like?
Like the fact that ‘they’ are here now. But some

82 FHM FEBRUARY 19906

peoplewon’t even acknowledge it. Or don‘t have
any idea about how to counter it.

You definitely think that aliens are here then

- in this pub?
No, no. What I mean is visiting us, not living
among us. There are craft operating in our
atmosphere. Extraterrestrials are visiting this
planet for purposes unkriown. It's difficult to
guess alien motives by applying simply human
logic. But the evidence is utterly convincing ~
they are definitely here.

What do you think they’re up to?
1 think there is a hybridisation programme
between aliens and humans being conducted.
It may be that they are trying to construct a
new race with a little bit from oursetves and
abit from them.

Do you think a UF0 really did crash at Roswell,

New Mexico in 1947, as is generally thought by

UF0-ologists?
I'm convinced that the ‘Roswell incident’ did
occur. The US army base there gave out a press
release, saying that they'd recovered a flying
saucer, then later the same day they changed
their story and said it was a weather balloon.
Hmm. It would have been the occasion when
certain elements of the American government
and military knew for sure that we were not
alone in the universe. It would also have been
the time when a deal was done between our-
selves and the visitors.

Whatkind of a deal would that be?
Perhaps trading ‘freedom to operate’ against
technology. Maybe it was put to the Americans,
“Yes, we're here, we're visiting you, but mean
you no harm. We'd like to do certain things...”
Cattle mutilations and abductions, possibly;
and perhaps they said, “Inreturn we'll give you
some technology.” What general would refuse?

What's the most convincing recent case?
What happened over Belgiumin 1990is incred-
ible: 2,700 people in one night reported a UFQ.
At the same time, military radar picked up an
object on their screens. The rapid reaction force
was scrambled and F-16 fighters were sent
to intercept an object flying at mach 5 (nearly
5,000 mph). The F-16"s top speed is 1,200mph,
sothey couldn’t catch it. The Belgians were very
honest about what was going on in their air-
space. They said, “Yes, there was something
there. Yes, it could do zero to mach 5 in less than
a second (the pressure of which would kill e
human being). Butwe don’t knowwhat it was.”

Anyin the UK?
Recently, hundreds upon hundreds of sightings
have been reported in Bonnybridge in Scotland,
many of them talking about a huge triangle that
seems to be able to hover and then fly off at

tremendous speed. It seems to be the same one
that was sighted over Belgium in 1990,

But couldn’t it just be a top secret new

American fighter?
I've heard rumonrs of a prototype supersoni
aircraft called Aurora, but from what 1 know of
‘Black Projects’ (projects so secret that they don’
officially exist) they wouldn't test them where
anyone coutd see them. But the sorts of thing:
that are being reported clearly display technol-
ogy that is way, way beyond even the cutting
edge of our own technology.

What do aliens look like?
Consistently, people all over the world who have
no contact with each other are reporting the
same sort of entity. Well before the filrirCiose
Encounters, people were reporting the same sont
of being. If aliens are around, they are proba-

" bly small - between three and four feet high -
grey, have large black wraparound insect eyes,
nose and ears and a spindly, almost listles
body. Physically they appear to be very weak
although they're mentally our superiors.

Up untit the bit about “mentally superior”,

it sounded like John Major.
Haha! Hmm. I don't think John Major’s an alien.

Are you mad?
Ilike to think that I'm reasonably intelligent
but you've only got to use a sentence with the
word ‘aliens’ in it and everyone thinks you're
afruitcake.

You must have had toads of weirdos calling

you up at the MoD...
Ihad my fair share of crank callers, including
someone who claimed to be an alien. I played it
straight and he said he’d been sent here tc
observe the human race and had decided the
time had come to make contact, [ asked him t¢
show me his credentials. He never actually gave
me his alien name. I wouldn't say he was a nut-
ter, but he may have had some delusions.

Do you'get UFO groupies?
{Laughs} Unfortunately not. Being the ‘real’ Fox
Mulder hasn"trubbed off on my sex life!

Best alien movie - Close Encounters, Star Wars

or Battlestar Galactica?
Close Encounters is a great movie, It's a little-
known fact that a guyicalled Dr Hynek, who was
in charge of the Americans’ top-secret study into
UFOs, was Steven Spielberg’s advisor on the film,

What should you do if you see a UF0? .
Take as many details as you can and report
it to the MoD.

What should you do if you're abducted?
Hope like hell that they're friendly.

Interview by Anthony Noguera. The book Open Skies
Closed Minds (Simon & Schuster) is outin June.
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Beam me up, Scotty!
Nick Pape, the

MoD’s UFO expert:
“Extratarrestrisls are
visiting this planet”
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UFO INVESTIGATOR

" Nick Pope, the real-life X-Files man, on aliens, abductions and John Major

You're a professional UF0-investigator, right?
From 1991 to 1994 my job was to investigate
UFO sightings for the British government. Iwork
at the Ministry of Defence, I'm the equivalent
of an Army majot. In 1991 1 was asked to dothe
“UFO job". Officially it's called Secretariat Air
Staff, Department 2A ~ but more commonly
referred to as ‘the UFO desk’. The briefwas to
look at the reports as they cime in and decide
whether they constituted a threat to the UK's
defences. I thinkit’s a fair assumption that the
intruding technology is more advanced than
the defences we have.

Aren’t you known as the real-life Fox Mulder,

the guy from The X-Files?

Yeah. After The X-Files was first aired on British
TV, T acquired the nickname ‘Spooky Pope’.

Have you always been into UF0s?

Ihad no real interest before I took the job. Irea-
soned that if T was being paid I should do it to
the best of my ability, but T didn't join withany
preconceived knowledge or enthusi Iwent
in a sceptic and came out a betiever,

What changed your mind - did you see a UF0?
No. It was a gradual effect, case after case after
case. The cumulative effect of credible eye wit-
ness reports, photographs, videos, military
intelligence and classified information. I grad-
ually came to realise that there was something
going on that is above and beyond our under-
standing. An awful lot of RAF pilots told me that
they'd seen things, but wouldn't dream of
reporting it for fear of ridicule. There is a gen-
eral climate of acknowledgement within the RAF
that pilots do see things. These men are trained
observers, they don't make mistakes.

What is the govermment's official line on UF0s?
They will lock at every report to ascertain
whether it constitutes a threat, but there isno
corporate belief in aliens.

So presumably the MoD weten‘t too pleased

with your switch in position?

Some of them thought, oh dear, he’s ‘gone
native’. When it came out that I'd written a book
(Open Skies, Closed Minds) some people were
horrified and I suddenty became public enemy
number one. That said, I still had the support of
the vast majority of my colleagues.

Has anyone tried to put the frighteners on you

aboutyour book?

Hmm. One or two peoplewould certainly be hap-
pier if the book never saw the light of day, and
one or two people were ‘difficult’. There’s no
classified information in the book, though. It
is pethaps embarrassing to some people because
it leaves some unanswered questions.

Like?

Like the fact that ‘they’ are here now. But some
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people won't even acknowledge it. Or don't have
any idea about how to counter it.

You definitely think that aliens are here then

- in this pub?
No, no. What I mean is visiting us, not living
among us. There are craft operating in our
atmosphere. Extraterrestrials are visiting this
planet for purposes unknown. It's difficult to
guess alien motives by applying simply human
logic. But the evidence is utterly convincing -
they are definitely here.

What do you think they're up to?
I think there is a hybridisation programme
between aliens and humans being conducted.
It may be that they are trying to construct a
new race with a little bit from ourselves and
a bit from them.

Do you think a UF0 really did crash at Roswell,

New Mexice in 1947, as is generally thought by

UFO0-ologists?
1'm convinced that the ‘Roswell incident’ did
occur. The US army base there gave out a press
release, saying that they'd recovered a fiying
saucer, then later the same day they changed
their story and said it was a weather balloon.
Hmm. It would have been the occasion when
certain elements of the American government
and military knew for sure that we were not
alone in the universe. It would also have been
the time when a deal was done between our-
selves and the visitors.

What kind of a deal would that be?
Perhaps trading “freedom to operate’ against
technology. Maybe it was put to the Americans,
“Yes, we're here, we're visiting you, but mean
you no harm. We'd like to do certain things...”
Cattle mutilations and abductions, possibly:
and perhaps they said, “In return we’ll give you
some technology.” What general would refuse?

What's the most convincing recent case?
What happened over Belgium in 1990 is incred-
ible: 2,700 people in one night reported a UFO.
At the same time, military radar picked up an
object on their screens. The rapid reaction force
was scrambled and F-16 fighters were sent
to intercept an object flying at mach 5 (nearly

E ¥p speed is 1,200mph,

Je Belgians were very

¥ going on in their air-

@5, there was something

d (the pressure of which would kill a
Auman being). But we don’t know what it was.”

Any in the UK?

Recently, hundreds upon hundreds of sightings

have been reported in Bonnybridge in Scotland,

many of them talking about a huge triangle that

seems to be able to hover and then fly off at

tremendous speed. It seems to be the same one
that was sighted over Belgium in 1990.

But couldn't it just be a top secret new

American fighter?
I've heard rumours of a prototype supersonic
aircraft called Aurora, but from what I know of
‘Black Projects’ (projects so secret that they don‘t
officially exist) they wouldn’t test them where
anyone could see them. But the sorts of things
that are being reported clearty display technol-
ogy that is way, way beyond even the cutting
edge of our own technology.

What do aliens look like?
Consistently, people all over the world who have
no contact with each other are reporting the
same sort of entity. Well before the filnrclose
Encounters, people were reporting the same sort
of being. If aliens are around, they are proba-
bly small - between three and four feet high -
grey, have large black wraparound insect eyes,
nose and ears and a spindly, almost listless
body. Physically they appear to be very weak
although they're mentally our superiors.

Up until the bit about “mentally superior”,

it sounded tike John Major.
Haha! Hram. I don't think John Major's an alien.

Are you mad?
Ilike to think that I'm reasonably intelligent,
but you've only got to use a sentence with the
word ‘aliens’ in it and everyone thinks you're
a fruitcake.

You must have had loads of weirdos calling

youup at the MoD...
Ihad my fair share of crank callers, including
someone who claimed to be an alien. I played it
straight and he said he’d been sent here to
observe the human race and had decided the
time had come to make contact. I asked him to
show me his credentials. He never actually gave
me his alien name. Iwouldn’t say he was a nut-
ter, but he may have had some delusions.

Do you get UFO groupies?
(Laughs) Unfortunately not. Being the ‘real’ Fox
Mutder hasn't'rubbed off on my sex life!

Best alien movie - Close Encounters, Star Wars

or Battlestar Galactica?
Close Encounters is a great movie. It’s a litile-
known fact that a guycalled Dr Hynek, who was
in charge of the Americans’ top-secret studyinto
UFOs, was Steven Spielberg’s advisor on the film.

What should you do if you see a UFO?
Take as many details as you can and report
it to the MoD.

What should you do if you‘re abdncted?
Hope like hell that they're friendly.

Interview by Anthony Noguera. The book Open Skies,
Closed Minds (Simon & Schuster) is out in June.
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Head of CS(RM)1

RELEASE OF "UFO" FILES

1. As you are well aware, part of this office's
responsibilities include MOD's policy for, and public
correspondence on, the subject of unexplained aerial sightings.

2. Various UFO enthusiasts are interested in ascertaining
when files become available for viewing at the Public Record
Office. I have received one such request from a member of the
public who wishes to know if any more "UFO" files will be made
available for public viewing as from January 1996. I should be
grateful for your advice.

Sec(AS)2a
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, By JAMES MOORE O\
/A QUIET village has

/ become the UFO capital

/
i

of Britain.

In the past three years
more than 2,000 sightings
of unidentified flying ob-
jects have been "reported
over Bonnybridge, which
lies halfway between Glas-
gow and Edinburgh.

Local UFQ (nvestigators
believe at least 300 of these
cannot be explamned away by
aircraft, weather balloons or
other phenomenon.

Nick Pope, the former offi-
cial UFO investigator for the
Ministry of Defence, says that
a number of sightings could be
extra-terrestrial.

And interest in Bonnybridge,
which has a population’ of just
9,000, has become so great the
village is now the centre for

STRANGE SIGNS . .. the village has a worldwide reputation

conferences of UFO specialists
from around the werld.

Former American nuclear
ghysicist and UFO expert,
tanton Friedman says: “There
are several hotspots for UFOQ
sightings like Bonnybridge
around the world.

“Maybe they form a part of
a group of places being inten-
sively studied. To an alien
lifeform one place may be as
good as any other to take
samples.”

Billy . Buchanan, Bonny-
bridge’s local councillor, says:

told by 4
& While - walki
Isa

¢ size of a house

saw this circular craft

blinding blue . lights.- It Janded

“There is something strange

two
in

E N

on in this place. There

goin
%evel—headed people 1 have

are
known all my life

way we are going to get any,
investigation.” 3
Gary Wood and Colin Wright

believe they were abducted by
aliens while driving from
Bonnybridge to Edinburgh
August 1992,

They claim they lost several

in

hours when power drained
from their car after they-
assed through a curtain of
ight. f

telling me
they have been d d by

aliens.”
Billy, 47, began campaigning
for an official investigation

after he too saw strange lights.

He says: "Hardly a day goes
by without someone contacting
me about a sighting.

“These are not cranks but
people whose opinion I respect.
A lot of people are frustrated
that they can't get anyone to
listen to them. I urge them to
go to the police, that's the only

Experiment %\

After that they believe they
were taken wnto a spaceship to
be experimented on by skelé-
ton-type beings.

Under separate hypnasis both

recailed exactly the same
details.
Malcolm Robinson, 38, from

Strange Phenomena Investiga-
tions, who has been investigat-
ing cases in Bonnybridge since
1978, says: “There is more evi-
dence in this one place that
UFOs are visiting Britain
than almost anywhere
else. Some say it is just

lanes or weather
allons.

“But the sheer number’
of sightings makes it
difficult to put down ev-
eryone’s experiences to
something like this.

“We are told by the
Ministry of Defence that
this. activity in Bonny-
bridge does not consti-
tute a threat to national
security.

“But it would put a
lot of people’s minds at:
rest if they could at!
least investigate.”

The Independent
21 November 1995

Defence threat

From Ms Gill Samuel
Sir: The letter from John Alder-
son (20 November) misrepre-
sents the speech made last week
by the Defence Secretary to a tri-
Service conference. He made no
mention whatsoever of armed
forces tackling “inner-city crime”.
Mr Portillo’s speech was on the
theme of how the world may
change in future and the threats
that might arise to our national
security. One such threat, he
said, might come from drug traf-
ficking or international organised
crime.

The armed forces already assist
the customs authorities in inter-
cepting drug traffickers. His point
was simply that use of defence
resources in that way might
become more necessary in future
to combat these international
threats to national security.
Yours faithfully,

GILL SAMUEL

Press Secretary
Ministry of Defence
London, SW1

20 November

16

Evening Standard
20 November 1995
{(oadoned’s Dy

Courting -
unpopularity

THE MINISTRY of Defence
is not pleased. It spent hun-
dreds of thousands of
pounds stalling the publica-
tion of Andy McNab’s SAS
memoir, I iate Action.
Now it could find itself in
the courts again.

Andrew Kain, a former
SAS counter-terrorist
Instructor, is shorily to
bring out The SAS Security
Handbook. Kain has, alarm-
ingly, “applied SAS tech-
niques to all the problems of
personal security: the car,

the home, the garden and on
holiday.” The MoD is incan-
descent. “We take every step
to keep military expertise
secret,” says a spokesman.

This is a view endorsed by
Lord Hill-Norton, former
&hlef of the defence staff.
Profiting from this sort of
book is unforgivable,” he
says. “I hope they put this
chap in the jug and throw
away the key.”

The Independent
21 November 1993

Double strike

Fire crews on Merseyside have
announced two new 24 hour
;mkes, two hours apart, start-

Z

ing on Friday and Saturday, over
fire authonity plans to axe 20
Jobs and alter shift patterns to
bridge a £700,000 budget short-
fall. Army and RAF crews will
be drafted in to provide cover.

The Guardian

21 November 1995

New fire strikes \0
FIRE. crews on Merseyside
have announced two new 24
hour strikes. only two hours
apart. in thew dispute over
working practices. The first be-
wms at 6pm on Friday and the
wecond at 8pm on Saturday.
Arnty and RAF crews will pro-

vide cover.

§ N
L



The Sun

21 November 1993
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cigar-shaped

now prepared to ac-
cept there is intelli-
gent life In space.

“There was no
nolse, ne markings or
windows and no visible
energy source.

“The craft was just
a cauple of hundred
feet up.

“We live on an air-
port flight path but
this was unlike any-
thing I've ever seen.”

WILIAM  and  Mabel

the
any

police reported
alrcraft  which
could match the
Bestalls’ descriptions.

Willlam reported
their sighlings to the
 local newspaper and
over the next few days
he was flooded with
calls from neighbours
saying they had seen
the same thing.

William, 73, says:
“We're no cranks.”

Bestall
catharine-wheel shaped craft three times in a
year from thelr seventh-fioor flat.

The couple have witnessed the craft fly
over the valley and hover over Bonnybridge
before turning off itz fluarescent white Mghis
and disappearing. Neither local airports nor

Flying dgar’
swept over us

HOUSEWIFE Katie Swanston can never forget
the day she belleves she saw a LUFO.
Katle, her seven-year-old son Andrew and
mother May Higgins, 71, reported seeing a
UFO —a common form of sight-
ing — as they sat in the garden at 9pm one
evenlng last summer. Katle, 32, says: “Pm

I'M A BELIEVER ., . Kalie

High-rise pair
see ship hover

have seen a

Rl M
SAUCER CONCERN . . . local man lan Macpherson snapped this UFO af a reservoir, We’ve superimposed if over Bonnybridge |
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Operation Right to Know
END UFO SECRECY! @te/ l
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International cooperation against the suppression and denial of UFO evidence
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SEPTEMBER 1ith 1995 - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

"OPEN SKIES CLOSED MINDS"
ANNOUNCEMENT OF 4 MAJOR UFO AWARENESS DEMONSTRATION

At 11.30AM on Tuesday October 10th 1995, members and supporters of the
British branch of Operation Right To Know, will begin a public demonstration
and lobby at the House of Commons, London (St.Steven's entrance). We support
Nick Pope, a serving Ministry of Defence official (formerly Secretariat
E{?‘gEE%% 2a), and his forthcoming book, to be published 1996, titled "Open
Skies, Closed Minds — Official reaction to the UFO phenomenon” and ask:

(1) That members of the public make themselves aware of the evidence for
the reality of intelligently operated UFOs of non-human technology and/or
science.

(2) That all Members of Parliament do likewise.

(3) That the elected Government implement proceedings to enable any and
all files relevant to the subject of UFOs, held by the Ministry of Defence
and the Civil Aviation Authority, to be made public. Disclosure needs to
be full and without censorship, including all conclusions, assessments,
and recommendations.

In consideration of the above:

An excess of 3500 pilot reports, both military and civilian, confirm the
existence of structured UFOs purposely operated. For example:

"On the night 30th/31st March (1990) we had an observation on the radar
and in addition a visual observation on the ground confirmed by the Police.
What the pilots detected was well outside the normal flying envelope of an
aeroplane. Sometimes they had what we call lock-ons (aircraft to UFO radar)
which gave a parameters varying from 150 knots to 990 knots, an acceleration
which occurred in a few seconds. The speeds would be impossible to tolerate
for a human being, that's the first point. The second point is, the visual
observations always describe a system, a machine, which hangs and hovers
above the surface at quite a low altitude without making any noise. Now
with the current technology that would be impossible."

Colonel W DeBrouwer, Chief of the Belgian Air Staff, July 1lth 1990.

Common sense reasoning wholly suggests that the Ministry of Defence knows a
lot more about UFOs than it is publicly prepared to admit, and continues
a policy designed to suppress public and political discussion. On October
10th ORTK will hand deliver a letter about ORTK's world wide effort to
bring about open political and public debate of the UFO issue, to the Prime
Minister and the Defence Secretary.

CIRCULATION: PRESS, RADIO & IV
CONTACT:

-@K coordinator)
| ]

ORTK USA mailing: [8




WHILE THE CAT’S

_ impor-tance IS cccurring’

PUBLIC AWAF?ENESS DEMQNSTQATSDN
HOUSE OF COMMONS ~~cneen BE THERE

‘the politics of the 21st. century’

Operation Right to Know Q%‘\:a
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A scene from the amateur video which captured a UFO hurtling aver the night skles of Nq_rig_lk ’

UFO? This one

by KEITH PERRY

~
EXPERTS were last night sxam- D
ining exciting film of a biscuit |
shaped UFO as it put on an i -
amazing display across the .

night skies.
The dazzling object silently

soared, zig-zagged and even chased )
a motorist along a country lane. g
Scores of people in Norfolk saw the
UFO change fm"m resembling a biscuit . .




with two bites taken out,
to a spinning top and an
axe-head. But patnter and
decorator Glenn Watson
captured it on film from
his bedroom window m
Norwich.

He fell over his hi-fi
as he rushed to grab
his camcorder.

Glenn, 32, said: ‘I was
stunned when I first saw
.

Zoomed

“‘When I zoomed in on
the shape I could not be-
11e:i/eI it. It made no sound
and I gasped when 1 saw u
shoot towards the moon.”

Glen and the camcorder which filmed the UFO

bit sceptical about this
type of thing, but this was
simply amazing. Who
knows whal shape a

to

Nick Colman got the
fright of his life.

He said: "I was driving
along wh:n 2 bright light

The film shows a black
object, apparently in three be?”
segments, passing across
the main U%O,

Glenn added: ‘‘After

He added: *'[ am
hanging on 10 the vid-

d in my r

mirror. It moved around to
the side of the car before
shooting up into the sky in
front of me. I thought it

142

the axe head shape it ap-
peared to fum into a spin-
ning top structure before
moving off very fast.

“‘] have always been a

eo for dear life.” might have been a halogen
Glenn watched as the lamp.
UFO shot off in the direc- “‘But when it started
tion of Great Yarmouth —  moving to the side of the

where computer engineer

car where there was no

Sightings that foxed experts

MORE thauo 30 reported UFQ crashes
have been recorded around the world.

The Roswell incident is one of the
most in

Rumours that aliens were on board
a spacecraft when it crashed at Ros-
well, New Mexico, were | re.kmdled re-
cently when film all

made from 2 strange material, stron-
ger than steei but thinner than alumin.
jwm, after fragments were found.

On January 23, 1974, villagers at
Liandrillo, Clwyd, heard an explosion
and saw strange lights in the sky. The
RAF cordoned off the area hecause of

post mortem on one extra- ten-aml
was unearthed.
The spaceship was said to have been

high radi levels but put it down to
a meteorite.,.n December 1980, a UFO
crashed in Ipswich. An object the size
of a car was found in the ground.

road, I knew it wasn't.
And 1t wasn’t a helicopter
because 1t was too low to
the ground and I have nev-
er seen a hehcoplcr which
moves that fast.””

The Ministry of De-
fence sad yesterday that
they were not investigat-
ing the incident last Friday
because there was no
“‘service interest'’.

But Mr Webster's film
bears similarities to anoth-
er famous UFQ sighting in
1978 in New Zealand.

Then a bright light was
filmed from a freight aero-
plane bg UFQ investiga-
tors after reports of
strange lights from Wel-
lington air waffic control.

Dlamond

And one of the most
famous UFO_sightings
was also in Norfolk in
1991 when a man filmed a
bng t diamond shape.

Mr Ian Simmons, 35, of
the Fortzan Times, a jour-
nal of strange phenomena,
has studied the video of
the biscuit- shaped UFO.

He said: ““The ob)ect
does not behave like any-
thing we know about it.

“Il 1s unidentifiable and
is a very interesting sight-

ing.

Tt ap) to be some-

thing which couid well be
-terrestrial,”

extra:
~A-sort of ET and
“Biscuits, perhaps.




UFO, is1

- Batman,
orisit
just a
half-eaten
Farley’s
rusk?

SEVERAL people saw it. One even made a
film of it. They swear the axe-head shape
which moved from side to side in the sEy
before zooming off was an Unidentified
Flying Object.

So what really was it that painter and decorator

window in Norfolk?
Some said it looked like a Batman symbol, or a
Farley’s rusk with a bite out of
each side. .
N Mr Wet?lste; was io;gocked when

e saw the huge bright light zig-
zagging above ghis househgt?xat l;‘e
tripped and fell over. .

“I was stunned when [ first saw it

and reached for my camcorder, .-
- “When I zoomed in on the shape [
fu?l&ld not believe it and feil over my-

“It made no sound and I ga:
when I saw it shoot tuwarﬁisglexg '
moon.” O
The film shows a black object,
apparently in three segments,
passing across the axe-head shape.

“had a

Glenn Webster, 32, filmed from his bedroom _

“Then it appeared to turn into 2
spinning-top structure before
moving off very fast” said Mr
Webster, from Norwich. X

“T have always been a bit sceptical
about these type of things, but this

By BOB MCGOWAN

was simply amazing. Who knows
what shape a spaceship is supposed
to be. [ am hanging on to the video
for dear life.”

Great Yarmouth police received
several calls around 8.15pm that
evening, November 3, from people
claiming they had seen the UFQ,

Computer engineer Nick Colman
d 0se encounter when a bright
light followed his car.

“It appeared in my rearview
mirror as I was driving,” he said.
“It moved around to the side of the
car before shooting up into the sky in
front of me.

“At first I thought it might have
been a halogen lamp but when it
started moving to the side of the car

where there was no road, I knew it
wasn't. It was not a helicopter
because it was too low and moving
too fast.”

Ian Simmons, 35, the British
contributing editor for the Fortean
Times, the journal of strange
phenomena, has watched the video.

He said: “The object does ‘mot
behave [ike anything we know about.
It is unidentifiable and this is a very
interesting sighting.

“But I am not going to say it is an
alien object because you can only
make informed suppositions about
these things.

“Many UFO sightings can be put
down to views of the planet Venus,
but that can be ruled out.in this case.
This falls into the category of a very
mysterious light, or shape.” A
spokesman for the Ministry of

Defence said: “UFO reports are
received from a variety of sources.

“The MoD does not normaily
investigate unless there is an armed
forces interest. We are not aware of
any evidence that this is 4 matter of
defence concern.”

The MoD was not able to
place a “specific interpretation”
on every seemingly unexplain-
able sighting, said the spokes-
marn. . .

One of the most famdus UFQ

tings was also in Norfolk in 1993

sii
when a man filmed a bright diamond

shape in the sky.

Mr Webster’s film also bears
similarities to another'UFO sighting
in 1978 in New Zealand when 2
bright light was filmed from a freight
plane affer reports of strange lights.

gy
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STUNNED: Glenn with camcorder
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LOOSE MINUTE
D/Sec(AS)/64/4.
10 Nov 96

DPO - Sgn Ldr on 40

"UFO" REPORT - 3 NOVEMBER 1995

1. As discussed,aMof Ketts Press Agency, has
asked for a MOD st ing to a "UFO" sighting
witnessed in the Norwich Area on Friday 3 November at

2015 hours. I have spoken to the CRO at RAF Coltishall who has
confirmed that they do not fly on Fridays; we have also run a
log and trace in the low flying system which has also revealed
nothing. However, there are no indications of a matter of
defence concern and therefore we have no further interest in
this sighting.

2. I have drawn up the attached statement. I should be
grateful if it could be released through the DPO to the
following:

Ketts Press Agency

Tel:
Fax:

Attn:

“Sec(aS)2a
MB8245 82140MB
CHOTS: SEC(AS)2A (2)



MOD STATEMENT IN RESPONSE TO ENQUIRY FROM KETTS PRESS AGENCY,
NORWICH

"'UFO' REPORT — 3 NOVEMBER 1995"

The MOD and HM Forces have responsibility for the
effective defences of the United Kingdom. In order to
discharge that responsibility we remain vigilant for any
potential threat, from whatever source. BAnd it is in this
context alone that we look at reports of unexplained
aerial sightings in order to establish whether what was
seen might be of defence significance. If no threat is
discerned, and in connection with unexplained aerial
sightings this has been the case in all instances to date,
we make no further attempt to investigate and establish
exactly what may have been seen.

The MOD does not have any direct interest, expertise or
role in respect of "UFO/flying saucer" matters, or those
relating to the existence or otherwise of extraterrestrial
lifeforms, about which we remain totally open-minded.

We have received no direct reports of unexplained aerial
sightings in the Norwich or surrounding areas for Friday

3 November 1995 and are unaware of any evidence which
might indicate a matter of defence concern associated with
this sighting."



Daily Star

13 October 1995 The Financial Ti
13 October 1995mes

. M INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY: The UK arm of Unis:
: ] ys, the
“F n EIVE“ US-based computers and computing services company, hase
won a £25m contract to provide hardware, software and

— .
systems'integration to the Ministry of Defence for its head- 5 2(&)
qA\ll;thersV coanplex beingddeve]oped at Abbey Wood near Bristol, "w -

ey Wood is expected to become the largest si; -5 : iy
complex in northern Eumpe? et sinelesite offce e

A TV show plans to screen sensational

Footage ofa UFO flying over a Brtsh town. The Dail (‘,L{— (
’s Schofield’s Quest — on Sunday — - e Daily

has uncovered film of the spacecraft “buzz. Y Telegraph

ing” Mansfield, Notts, just before midnight . 13 October
on August 23 last dyear. Daryl Keill’spr:rgme 1995
an

two _friends spotted it. * - ) .
e recalls: “As

el e e e Right to decide 2o
: SIR —Surely it should not be for

ters approaching the scene.
“But as they closed the judges to decide the qualities which

object sped off at an aston- are required for someone to serve in
g}s‘énagsriwpl_ four nrnles g the Armed Services (report, Oct. 10).

ane — on] Only those who have served in the
re-appear later. ﬂé Forces themselves can possibly
h;‘}zfgmﬂ’g_m"ie i‘ed 5 it ake- per decision. This matter
Ministzyn:;?' ]")‘;t_“:ce mglg i oﬁr more than justan ability
that backs the sighting™ — d ut duties. A candidate has

beableto fit in with athers as part
of a team. If one man is out of line, all
the others are affected.
The maintenance of morale, espe-

Fess
The Daily Telegraph O&w”'mally in peacetime. is difficult
13 October 1995 enough, without interference from
outsiders who will never be able to
understand that the Services are

Paralysed akinioaglub,or cose ot ey
soldierto | |
get payout l

-

By Ray Clancy 2

A SOLDIER paralysed aiter
allegedly being pushed by
his instructor during training
is to be awarded damages.

Pte Tain Roy, 23, of Forres,
Grampian, was on an assault
course with other recruits at
Pirbright, Surrey, in Janu-
ary. The men were liftled up
at an obstacle to grab a rope
and swing overa bank.

““The physical training
instructor attempted to get
Pte Roy to become the fifth
person on the rope when
there should have been only
one. He pushed Mr Roy who
fell into the water,” said his
solicitor, Byron Carron

Pte Roy broke his neck and
now needs constant care.

The Ministry of Defence
has admitted -liability
although the instructer, who
has not. been named, denies
pushing Pte Roy.

Mr Carron has applied for
damages for Pte Roy who
was in the Royal Logistic
Corps. “‘The damages are
likely to be very substantial
indeed,”” hesaid. "~ ~

1 homosexuals to be recruited ad lib,

s0 be it. If not, leave things alone.
Group Captain A. S. AMSDEN
Watlington, Oxon

1
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Call to release

‘secret’ MoD
files on aliens

istry of Defenca. The protesters, [

members of Operation Righit To
LYNN COCHRANE 4~ job e caing o 0 doc | &

uments to bs releasad. .
32%8{,‘;;“3}" ggnt,l,‘:os,:;ngf ‘The group's UK ca-ordinator, |

John Holman, said tha Govern- |
ment had gathered extensive :
milltary reports of tnexplained §
phenomena. during the past 50."
years. “We want 10/ know what '}

manding to have details of ad-
vanced intelligent beings. The
Government assured them they
had come to the wrong place.
Yesterday 20 UFO watchers

.+ “We are not in a Cold War
situation now, so why should
UFOs be desmed a threat?” he
asked. :

Mr Holman satd reports of a
UFO fanding close to a United
States base near Woodbridge,
Suffolk, 15 years ago had been
withheld by the Government,
but had surfaced in tha US un-
der the Freedom of Information
Act, Ho said: “I am &s sceptical
as thé'npxt person, but when [
860 vldeﬁm;\es and I don’t know
that th

, are - they are not

I balloons and they are not afr-

aft - want to know.”
An MoéD spokesman dented
thers were hidden files: “There
18 no question of us attempting
10 cover up any incldents, nor in
g to obscure the -truth
out Ulg?: from the public.”
lthp;l mbro from Los An-
eles, &

h

of a

the military 8 are |
and what recommendations *
_were made to government, '

carrying placards claimed that
files ongnlilans in Britain were
being kept secret by the Min- .

3 group
which whnts to create an em-
bassy forextra terrestrials, was

R SEERA

one of the protesters. “Paople
have to understand thera are
advanced  intelligent belngs
who are abls to co-operate in 3
way which we on earth soem
unable to do,” he said.

An MaD officlal, Nick Pope,
was apg)'mted to inyestigate
unexplained phenomena  in
1991. He later stunned.the da-
Emment when he said he he-

aved In UPOs, *I came Inita that
Job as an open-minded sceptic
and I came out a-belaver.”
. But Mr Pope sald hé did not
beligve there was a Government
Cover-up. “I think perhags the
a3 true, because of per-
sanal prejudice as soon by

aro mentioned, people dismiss -
idea.

] That goes for every-
one, nﬂdﬂsmcmed.'

Ho added that files wera not
open 1o the public because, like

most officlal documents, they :
cannot legally be released for 30

years, '

Seots have had their fair
share of close encounters.
Three years ago, Gary Wood
and his friend, Colin Wright,
were drlving on the deserted
A70 near Edinburgh when they
saw an alien craft hovering
ahave them.

The pair said they blacked
out for what appeared to be
seconds but reaﬁsed later that
two hours had passed. Trau-
matised by his experience, Mr
Wood underwent hypnosis dur-
Ing which he revealed that he
had been abducted by strange
creatures who carrled out sci-
entific experiments on him,

John Winchester, coastguard
officer at Sullom Voe, said he
saw what was thought was a
UFO over Lerwick in 1992, The
mystery object was travelling
faster than a jet fighter and was
glowing white and orangs,




By GILLIAN BOWDITCH
AND JOE JOSErH

THE mystery of why a small
Scottish town has become the
UFO capital of the world
remained puzziingly elusive at
2 packed meeting on Monday
night. If some extraterrestrial
betngs among the audience of
600 knew the answer, they
were keeping quiet about it —
as wetl as hiding in the down-
to-earth attire of anoraks and
woolly sweaters favoured by
those lesser humans present,
Bonnybridge. in central
Scotland, has laid claim to
about 2,000 sightings of unex-
plained objects in the past
threc years and about one

third of the population,of the |

town claims to have experi-

ever navigational aids aliens
might call upon. Japanese film
crews have turned up. Ameri-
can science fiction magazines
are offering week-long holi-
days in the town and enthus-
iasts from Britain have v:sued
to see for themselves.
Biilly Buchanan, an inde-
pendent Falkirk district coun-
“cillor and a man much
ridiculed for his insistence that
the phenomenon- be taken
. seriously, admitted that no
definite’ answer had emerged
from the meeting, which he
arranged — and which led toa
. few walkouts by Scots angry
tthe poor value it gave for £2
head.- “Some people came
with, preconceived ideas and,

enced phenomena
from abductions by aliens to
UFOs and strange lights: -

ranging

The UrOs have” pulk
Bonnybridge . on. planet.

Earth's miap,-as well as whai-- evening,

- to'be honest, it was nota UFO ;
it was a cosmic

Yesterday’s message from Earth, aimed at the Government, was clear enough

UFO hotspot draws crowds but aliens fail to turn up

agenda evening,” Mr Buchan-
an said.

Phylis Schlemmer, a 66-
year-old American who claims
to have been abducted by
aliens twice, told the meeting

the area had a “very strong’

energy field”. She said: “This
is the first time I've ever becn
here, but there’s definitely
something special going on. [
can understand why this is a
UFQ holspot.”

Miss Schlemmer's claim to
be in cantact with “the Council
of Nine”, a shadowy group of
superbeings who watched
over the Farth, stretched the
credibility of some and her

claim that Earth was merely*

the prototype planet on-which
other planets had'been based
also raised eyebrows. Gregory

Campopiano, 22, from Fal-
kirk. said: “It is nothing like
what I expected. I thought they
would be trying to explain the
sightings in Bonnybridge.”

Mr Buchanan has written to
John Major to ask for a
government inquiry into the
situation. He is not opiimistic.
The Ministry of Defence told
him there was nothing hap-
pening in Bonnybridge which
affected national security.

In the heart of government,
another band of devoted UFQ
watchers gathered yesterday
to demand the release of secret
files on-visits .to Britain. by

* what they say-are aliens and

UFQs. John Holman, UK co-
ordinator of Operation Right
to Know; which organised the
protest.at Westminster, said:

“They don’t have to say ‘We
are being invaded by extrater-
restrials, but if they know
British airspace is being pene-
trated by objects they should
tell us.”

The ministry denied that
Michael Portillo, the Defence
Secretary, was hiding a fat
catalogue of sightings and
contacts with extraterrestrial
beings. A spokesman said
there was nothing to, reveal.

Steve Clementson, from
Hertfordshire, was picking up
signals from alien craft out-
side Parliament with a home-
made UEO detector he calls
“Gizmo™ Tt runs on six‘small |
radio batteries and crackled..
Wwith white noisé. “The sounds |
seem to be the symbolic TEPre-;.
sentation of chaos,” he said.
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Open
X-Files
plea

THE truth i out
there _and UFO
researcher Gordon
Ormond is deter-
mined to find it.

In a seene which
could have come
straight from TV's X-
Files, Gordon and
other space fanatics
claim the
Government is cover-
ing up evidence of
extra-terrestrial hfe.
The Doncaster classi
cal guitarist has just
returned from a
demonstration out-
side the House of
Comnions o press
for ministers to
release secret files
on alien sightings.
And he has vowed to
keep up the pressure

to solve one of the
20th century’s most
enduring mysteries.
Mr Ormond, aged 46,
of Balby, said: "The
Governnient doesn’t
think we're socially
or psyehologically
ready for this but
the public has a
right to know.
“Ministers think
rejeasing 30 years of
papers wall fieak
people out.”

Gorden Ormond wants the Government t¢ tell the truth:

s
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LOOSE MINUTE
D/NP/Pers @

10 Oct 95 W
Copy to: KWWMMM*’M
Hd Sec(AS)*

CM(IR&C)7% o ‘U.L(& V7T W
* By CHOTS | A .t‘on 40‘

UFO BOOK — PUBLICATION wetters an dwscuried

Reference: D/NP/Pers dated 1 May 95

1. I am writing to update you and copy addressees on the
situation regarding the forthcoming publication of my book on
UFOs.

2. As you are aware, the book - in various incarnations - has
now been with Sec(AS) for the best part of eight months. Although
I have repeatedly made it clear to them that I am happy to
compromise on specific areas of the text that cause difficulty, no
concrete response has been received, except for some very general
objections, which included reference to the fact that some parts
of the text draw upon my official evrmariasncac: 2o T naintad ant

there are a whole host of books

the same thing. Their other obj
refuted (see Reference), and as |
parts of the book cover areas whg
involvement whatsoever.

3. I have now signed the contrg
book will be coming out next yeal
book is likely to be serialised |
the time of publication. Howeve)
to suggest changes and clear the
will offer one final opportunity
into the text. After that, no fi
possible, as the book will go inft

4. I am disappointed that things have progressed to this stage
without formal clearance having been granted. This clearly helps
nobody, and I have to say there is a danger, over which I have
little control, that my publishers might market the story as "the
book they tried to ban". I understand that the Department has now
come to an agreement with Andy McNab on his latest book. It would
send a very strange message indeed if the Department was seen to
have now withdrawn its objections to this book on Special Forces
tactics and operations, but refused to clear a book on UFOs! It
might also appear a surprising decision in the light of Open
Government policy. Granting clearance (or perhaps sending me a
compromise "neither endorse nor object" statement) should defuse
this issue.




5. I should make one additional point. You will recall that
when I gave a lecture on UFOs recently, Sec(AS) suggested a list
of amendments, having previously refused to offer anything more
than a flat refusal to clear the text. I dutifully made all the
suggested changes, but - contrary to my understanding of the
arrangement - clearance was still not forthcoming. It would be
unreasonable if this situation were to be repeated for the book.

6. I am sorry if any of this causes difficulty. This has not
been my intention. I simply feel I have been forced into this
situation by actions which are, in my view, unreasonable. It is
my understanding that the only objections to the book come from
Sec(AS), and not from any of the other copy addressees. It is
still my hope that we will be able to come to a satisfactory
compromise, and I stand ready to discuss a way forward with
Sec(AS).

[Signed]

N G POPE
GF(Pol)lb

Euas: RO 4%




LOOSE MINUTE
D/Sec(AS)65/3(MF242/95)
11 October 1995
Head of GF
Copy to: CM(IR&C)7
PCB(Air)
GF(Pol)lb(Mr Pope)

UFO BOOK — PUBLICATION




. <

(original signed)

M J D FULLER
Head of Sec(AS)

MB7257 /
CHOTS : PS e -0 BEC
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D/Sec(AS)/64/1

10 Oct 95

FILE NOTE
1. M (DPO) called this afternoon to let us know
that 8t ine whilst out walking he saw sGth the

Operation Right to Know people who were pro
Parliament today about Government "UFO" Secrecy.

2. id he saw %M%number of photographers
aroun i rec numerous enquires from
journalists a 1 campaign asking for statements, and

even hadﬂone on from Yorkshire Television wanting to get

hold of [OHe4t¢ld YTV that as the matter they wished to
talk to about was a private one they might like to try get
him during his own time at home!

on 40




D/Sec(AS)/64/1 A/

4 Oct 95 F\! C/ NOTE
~_,,,-—*‘”_'__————-—~

SIGHTING — 23 AUG 94 — 2345 HRS - MANSFIELD/SHIREBROOK AREA

Further to my note of yesterday, in response to the query from
*Schofields Quest", I understand that the sighting was in fact
in 1994 and not this year. I have therefore looked at our
files for last year and also requested another interrogation of
the night military low flying system.

We did receive a report of "two lights in the sky" from a
witness in Crich, Matlock, at around 2330 hrs on 23 Aug 9%4.
However, we are satisfied that the sighting did not represent a
matter of defence concern.

No military aircraft were booked into Night Low Flying training
sector 3A on the evening in questiom.

n 40
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File ~oTE

e

SIGHTING —-23 AUG — 2345 HRS - MANSFIELD/SHIREBROOK AREA

I can confirm that we did not receive any reports of
unexplained aerial phenomena which fit in with the location/

timing above.

1 asked the low flying complaints cell to run a log and trace
to see whether there were any military low flying training
activities that evening (helos, jets, props) and nothing at all
was booked in the relevant Night Low Flying Sector 3A.
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LOOSE MINUTE
CS(RM)/4/6/37
September 1995

Sec(AS)2a

Copy to:
DI5S5¢C

PUBLIC ACCESS TO UFO FILES
Reference: D/Sec(AS)/64/1 dated 28 September 1995

1. Following on from the Reference and a conversation we had
earlier in the month you may recall that I mentioned that I
was compiling at list of identifiable "UFO" files from the
Public Record Office listings and their release date. This
list is attached and as you will note anticipates releases
through to 2001. It will be periodically updated.

{ K;#NISTRY OF DEFENCE |
Sac (AS)2

-20CT 1995

4
B

it
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ufo3
UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS - FILES PRESERVED IN THE PUBLIC
RECORD OFFICE TOGETHER WITH SCHEDULED RELEASE DATE - AS AT 8
SEPTEMBER 1995

Already open - 9

To be released:

1996 - 1
1997 - 2
1998 - 10
1999 - 14
2000 - 13
2001 - 1
Total - 50

AIR 2

16918 1961-63 UFO’S: SIGHTINGS; REPORTS AF/X59/64
BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC Pt 5

[OPEN - NOTE FILE RELEASED IN A SANITISED FORM. EXTRACTS NOW
DUE FOR RELEASE]

17318 1963 DITTO AF/X59/64
Pt 6

[OPEN - NOTE FILE RELEASED IN A SANITISED FORM. EXTRACTS NOW
DUE FOR RELEASE]

17526 1964 UFO REPORTS AF/X59/64
Pt 7

[OPEN - NOTE FILE RELEASED IN A SANITISED FORM. EXTRACTS NOW
DUE FOR RELEASE]

Gora_to PRo
17527 1965 DITTO AF/X59/64 .
e e - 143 4

{TO BE RELEASED 1996]
17982 1965-66 DITTO AF/X59/64

Pt 9
[TO BE RELEASED 1997]
17983 1966 DITTO AF/X59/64

Pt 10

[TO BE RELEASED 1997]




*

17984 1966-67 DITTO AF/X59/64
Pt 11

[TO BE RELEASED 1998]

18118 1967 Unidentified flying AF/CX38/67
objects: reports Pt 1

(TO BE RELEASED 1998]

18116 1967 DITTO AF/CX38/67
Pt 2

[TO BE RELEASED 1998]

18117 1967-68 DITTO AF/CX38/67
Pt 3

18183 1968-69 Unidentified flying AF/7463/72
objects Pt 2

{TO BE RELEASED 2000]

AIR 16
1199 1952 Sept Flying saucers: occurence IIH1/188/1/17
reports srvice personnel
at Topcliffe station, Thirsk
and local public sector
[OPEN}
AIR 20
7390 1950-54 Unidentified aircraft II/127/3/48
(flying objects): reports
[OPEN}
9320 1957 Parliamentary question MR 008614/193
on UFO’s
[OPEN]
9321 1957 Ditto MR 008614/213
[OPEN]
9322 1957 Ditto MR 008614/220
[OPEN]
9994 1953-57 Reports on aerial IIH/273/10/4
phenomena

[OPEN]




3

11612 1967-68 Unidentified flying MR 073414
objects

[TO BE RELEASED 1999]
11694 1968 Jan Ditto AP/S4f(Air)512
[TO BE RELEASED 1999]
11695 1968 Feb Ditto AF/S4F(Air)513
{TO BE RELEASED 1999]
11696 1968 Dec Ditto AF/S4£(Air)523

[TO BE RELEASED 1999]

11887 1967 Aug Ditto AF/S4£(Air)507
[TO BE RELEASED 1998] 1

11888 1967 Sept Ditto AF/S4f(Air)508
[TO BE RELEASED 1998]

11889 1967 Oct Ditto AF/S4£(Air)509
{TO BE RELEASED 1998]

11890 1967 Oct Ditto AF/S4£(Rir)509
[TO BE RELEASED 1998]

11891 1967 Nov Ditto AF/S4£(Air)510
[TO BE RELEASED 1998]

11892 1967 Nov Ditto AF/S4f (Bir)510
[TO BE RELEASED 1998]

11893 1967 Dec Ditto AF/S4f(Air)511
[TO BE RELEASED 1998]

11894 1968 Mar Ditto AF/S4f(Air)514
[TO BE RELEASED 1999]

11895 1968 Apr Ditto AF/S4f(Air)515

[TO BE RELEASED 1999]




-

11896
(TO BE
11897
[TO BE
11898
[TO BE
11899
[TO BE
11900

[{TO BE

11901
[(TO BE
11902
[TO BE
12055
[TO BE
12056
[TO BE
12057
[TO BE
12058
[TO BE
12059
[TO BE
12060
[TO BE
12061

[TO BE

1968 May
RELEASED 1999}
1968 Jun
RELEASED 1999]
1968 Jul
RELEASED 1999]
1968 Aug
RELEASED 1999]
1968 Sept

RELEASED 1999]

1968 Oct
RELEASED 1999]
1968 Nov
RELEASED 1999]
1969 Jan
RELEASED 2000]
1969 Feb
RELEASED 2000]

1969 Mar
RELEASED 2000}
1969 April
RELEASED 2000]
1969 May
RELEASED 2000]
1969 Jun
RELEASED 2000]
1969 Jul

RELEASED 2000]

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

AF/S4f(Air)516

AF/SAf(Rir)s17

AF/S4f(Air)518

AF/S4f(Rir)519

BAF/S4f(Air)520

AF/S4f(Air)521

AF/SAf(RAir)522

AF/S4F(Air)524

AF/S4F(Air)525

AF/S4f(Rir)526

AF/S4f(Rir)s527

AF/S4f(Air)528

AF/S4f(Air)529

BAF/S4f(Rir)530




¢

12069
[TO BE
12063
[TO BE
12064
[TO BE
12065
{TO BE
12066

(TO BE

12067

(TO BE

1969 Aug
RELEASED 2000]
1969 Sept
RELEASED 2000]
1969 Oct
RELEASED 2000]
1969 Nov
RELEASED 2000]

1969 Dec

RELEASED 2000]

1970 Jan

RELEASED 2001)

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

AF/SAf(RAir)531

AF/S4f(Air)532

AF/S4f(Air)533

AF/S4f (Rir)534

AF/S4f(Rir)535

AF/S4f(Rir})536




D/Sec(AS)/64/1 <)/‘_"’—-——)

28 Sep 95

FILE NOTE

—

OTHER MOD BRANCHES INVOLVEMENT IN LOOKING AT UFQ REPORTS

on 25 Rug. took another look and came up with
slight amen ve now cleared these with DI55c¢ and
have started to use them.

1. Wg Cdr ervations about the lines we sent him
(el

2. I have also now written to Hd CS(RM)1 formally agreeing to
the request to permit the internal distribution to be revealed
when the files reach the PRO.

3. The new lines are as follows:

- Our interest in reported "UFO" sightings is to
establish whether what was seen might represent
something which is of defence concern.

- As part of our assessment of reported sightings we
copy such reports, as appropriate, to branches within
the MOD which have an interest in air defence
matters. DIS5 is one such branch.

- The MOD does not undertake research into the "UFO"
phenomena; we have not undertaken any such research
and we only would if there were good reason for doing
so — ie. evidence of potential defence interest.




LOOSE MINUTE
D/Sec(AS)/64/1
28 Sep 95

Hd CS(RM)1
Copy to:

DI5S5c¢c @

PUBLIC ACCESS TO "UFQ" FILES

Reference: D/CS(RM)/4/6/37 dated 4 Apr 95.

1. Your minute at Reference asked us to reconsider the’
requirement to withhold the internal distribution of "UFO"
reports etc from the public domain. You subsequently
discovered that due to an oversight somewhere along the line a
number of files held at the Public Record Office carry the
internal distribution in error.

2, Notwithstanding the above, we have formally considered the
request, in consultation with DI55c, and have concluded that we
can no longer justify the requirement. Therefore please take
this minute as our formal consent that the internal
distribution should no longer be deleted from the records when
the "UFO" files are sent to the PRO for public viewing.

3. I am also returning file AIR2/17527 which you kindly
arranged to be sent to us recently.

Enc.

1. File AIR2/17527.




— P 64
10 DIVISION/BRANCH < S )
37,557 B

- REF NO

RECORD REQUISITIONED FROM THE PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE

1 The enciosed records, as listed at para 3, have been requisitioned at your request from the Public Record Office They are not to
be mutilated, altered, annotated or added to any way and must on no account be passed to any 0}{:71 ‘5‘“ ity except via the
undermentioned Record Organisation 8ranch The records must be returned complete to this branch by ] 1 f&i

v -

2 You will be held personally tesponsible for this material while 1t 15 on charge to you and accountabie for any breach of the above
instructions in regard ta it

3 PRO Class/Prece Number,

a) ‘P'ar-.l. ,t?S)?' e) - H

b} . ) . .. k)
3} . . 9)
d) . . h)

4 Please complete, detach and return the form of receipt below immediately

Name
Ministry of Defence
CS {(RM)} 1, Room 7170
Signed St Christopher House
Southwark Street

LON‘,DO,NSE‘DD‘LDf —
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*xTRACT  Flem (\H\\'L’7.527 ‘/“'5'7/6&;.’ \
R Qanss W Mc;, U

MINISTRY OF DEFENCQ 5
Main Building, Whitehall, Lonpon S.W.x.
Telephonre: whitehall 7022, ext.

K

Quy reference: A4 June 1965 !

Your reference:

» r

&

Mr Langton has shown us your letter of the 15th June abrut Project Blue Book.

In the United Kingdom, the Air Force Department of the Ministry of Defence has
the primary responsibility for investigating reports of UFOs., and the reasons
for this allocation of responsibility are exactly the same as in your case.

- We investigate every case reported to us, and we use every assistance, civilian
as well as military, available to us to identify a particular object., For example,
we have frequently used the resources of Kodak Ltd., to examine photographs, films
and equipment submitted to us. We do not, however maintain a special scientific
staff for this purpose, It is normally handled as part of the routine work of our
Air Force Technical Intelligence department. Unlike you, however, we do investigate
single-cbserver sightings, Our results over the years are in 1ine with yours viz.
in some 90% of cases investigated, we are able to make a positive, rational
identification, in 10% we are unable to do so because of insufficient data, and in®
no case have we unearthed any evidence of extra-terreatrial origin,

Our policy is to play down the subject of UFUs and to avoid attaching undue
attention or publicity to it. As a result, we have never had any serious political
pressure to mount a large-scale investigation such as Project Blue Eook. Indeed,
the matter has been raised only once in Parliament in the last 5 or 6 years, and
then only in a perfunctory ways

The specific answers to your questions are as fallows:-

&as No
b. No
c. Yes, a considerable number

d. we investigate about 70 case a ye
reported to us, although sometimes re

We should be delighted to discuss the matt
London and no doubt you will let us know in due

Lieutenant Colonel John F. Spaulding,
Civil Branch,

Community Kelations Division,

Office of Information,

Department of the Air Force,
Washington DC

U.S.AL
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DEPARTMENT OF THE. AIR FORCE A i
WASHINGTON

DFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

S

In keeping with the Air Force role for the air defense
of our country, we are responsible for the investigation of
unidentified flying objects (UF0s) reported in the skies over
the United States, The name of this program which is governed
by Air Force Regulation 200-2 is Project Blue Book, A copy of
the current report on this project and & copy of the regulation
governing the progrem are attached for your informations

JUN 15 1965
Dear Mr, Langton:

We are interested in obtaining the following information
on British UFO activity:

N &« Do you have a Government program comparable to our
Project Blue Book?

Ges b. If 8o, do you have a scientific consultant?
g ce Are there civilian organizations in your country whch
78] are dedicated to the study of UFOs?

A By, Veam

. -, ds How much UFO activity do you have in
R W “L,

Loi T ek ¢ The Air Force scientific consultant to Pr

% .+« Doctor J. Allen Hynek, is planning & trip to L

! While he is there, he would like to discuss th

youe

Thank you for your time and cooperation ¢

Sincerely,

2 Atch ) :(
l. Blue Book Report Chief,/Civil Branch
2, AFR 200-2 Community Relations Division

0ffice ¢f Information

Mr. Re A. Langton
SHF(Air) Room 8241
Main Building
Ministry of Defense
Whitehall

London SW 1, England

%1
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PROJECT BLUE BOOK

The United States Air Force has the responsibility under the Department of Defense for the
investigation of unidentified flying objects (UFOs). The name of this progr am, which has been in
operation since 1848, is Project Blue Book. It has been identified in the past #3 Project Sign and
Project Grudge.

Air Force interest in \midentule;i flying objects is related directly to the Alr Force responsi-
bility for the air defense of the United States, Procedures for conducting this program are estab-
lished by Air Force Regulation 200-2.

The objectives of Project Blue Book are two-fold: first, to determine whether UFOs pose a
threat to the security of the United States; and, second, to determine whether UFOs exhibit any
unique scientific information or advanced technology which could contribute to sclentific or technical
research. In the course of accomplishing these objectives, Project Blue Book strives to identify
and explain all UFO sightings reported to the Air Force,

HOW THE PROGRAM IS CONDUCTED

The program 18 conducted in three phases. The first phase includes receipt of UFO reports
and Initial investigation of the reparts. The Air Force base nearest the location of a reported sight-
ing is charged with the responsibility of investigating the sighting and forwarding the information to
the Project Blue Book Office at Wright-Patterson Afr Force Base, Ohio.

If the initial investigation does not reveal a positive identification or explanation, a second
phase of more intensive analysis is conducted by the Project Blue Book Office. Each case is
objectively and scientifically analyzed, and, if necessary, all of the scientific facilities available to
the Air Force can be used {0 assist in arriving at an identification or explanation. All personnel
associated with the investigation, analysis, and evaluation efforts of the project view each report
with a acientific approach and an open mj.nd.

The third phase of the program is dissemination of infarmation concerning UFO sightings,
evaluations, and statistics. This is accomplished by the Office of Information of the Office of the
Secretary of the Air Force.

The Air Force defines an unidentified flying object as any aerial object which the observer
i8 unable to identify.

Reports of unfamiliar objects in the sky are submitted to the Air Force from many sources.
These sourcea include military and civilian pilots, weather observers, amateur astronomers,
business and professional men and women, and housewives, etc.

Frequently such cbjects as misailes, balloons, birds, kites, searchlights, aircraft navigation
and anticolliajon beacons, jet engine exhaust, condensation trails, astronomical bodles and meteor-
ological phenomena are mistakenly reported as unidentified flying objects.

s

The Air Force groups its evaluations of UFO reports under three general headings:

(1) identified, (2) insufficient data, and (3) unidentified.
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Identified reports are those for which sufficient specific information has been accumulated and
evaluated to permit a positive identification or explanation of the object.

Reports categorized as Insufficient Data are those for which one or more elements of informa-
tion essential for evaluation are missing, Some examples are the ommission of the duration of thé
sighting, date, time, location, position in the sky, weather conditions, and the manner of appearance
or disappearance. If an element is missing and there is an indication that the sighting may be of a
security, scientific, technical, or public interest value, the Project Blue Book Office conducts an
additional investigation and every attempt s made to obtain the information necessary for identifi-
cation. However, in some instances, essential information cannot be obtained, and no further action
can be taken,

The third and by far the smallest group of evaluations is categorized as Unidentified. A sight-
ing is considered unidentified when a report apparently contains all pertinent data necessary to
suggest a valid hypothesis concerning the cause or explanation of the report but the description of
the object or its motion cannot be correlated with any known object or phenomena,

TYPES OF UFO IDENTIFICATIONS AND EVALUATIONS

There are various types of UFO sightings. Most common are reports of astronomical sightings,
which include bright stars, planets, comets, fireballs, meteors, auroral streamers, and other
celestial bodies. When observed through haze, light fog, moving clouds, or other obscurations or
unusual conditions, the planets, including Venus, Jupiter, and Mars have been reported as unidenti-
fied flying objects. Stellar mirages are also a source of reports.

Satellites are andther major source of UFO reports. An increase in satellites reported as
UFOs has come about because of two factors. The first is the increase of interest on the part of the
public; the second is the increasing number of aatellites in the skies. Positive knowledge of the
location of all satellites at all times enables rapid identification of satellite sightings. Keeping
track of man-made objects in crbit about the earth is the responsibility of the North American Air
Defense Command Space Detection and Tracking System. This sophisticated electronic system
gathers complex space traffic data instantly from tracking stations all over the world,

Other space surveillance activities include the use of ballistic tracking and large telescopic
cameras. ECHO schedules are prepared by the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center at Greenbelt,
Maryland, and schedules of the South/North equator crossings are prepared by the Smithsonian
Institution at Cambridge, Massachusetts. From the data produced by these agencies, satellites
mistakenly reported as UFOs can be quickly identified. The attached report gives the box score of
satellites now in orbit, Some of these are visible to the naked eye.

Aircraft account for another major source of UFO reports, particularly during adverse weather
conditions, When observed at high altitudes and at some distance, aircraft can have appearances
ranging from disc to rocket shapes due to the reflection of the sun on their bright surfaces. Vapor
or condensation trails from jet aircraft will sometimes appear to glow fiery red or orange when re-
flecting sunlight, Afterburners from jet aircraft are often reported as UFOs since they can be
seen from great distances when the aircraft cannot be seen,




The Project Blue Book Office has direct contact with all elements of the Air Force and the
Federal Aviation Agency civil air control centers. All aerial refueling operations and special
training flights can be checked immediately. Air traffic of commercial airlines and flights of mili~
tary aircraft are checked with the nearest control center, enabling an immediate_evaluation of air-
craft mistakenly reported as UFOs. However, since many local flights are not carrieds these flights
are probable causes of some reports. e

Balloons continue to be reported as UFOs. Several thousand balloons are released each day
from military and civilian airports, weather stations, and research octivities. There-are several
types of balloons - weather balloons, rawinsondes, radiosondes, and the large research balloans
which have diameters up to 300 feet. At night, balloons carry running lights which cause an unusual
appearance when observed. Reflection of the sun on balloons at dawn and sunset sometimes produce
strange effects. This usually occurs when the balloon, because of its altitudes, is exposed to the
sun. Large balloons can move at speeds of over 100 miles per hour when moving in high altitude .
jet windstreams. These balloons sometimes appear to be flattened on top. At other times, they
appear to be saucer-shaped and to have lights mounted inside the bag itself due to the sun’s rays
reflecting through the material of the balloon. The Balloon Control Center at Holloman Air Force
Base, New Mexico, maintains a plot on all Military Upper Air Research Balloons.

Another category of UFO evaluations labeled Other includes missiles, reflections, mirages,
searchlights, birds, kites, spurious radar indicationd, hoaxes, fireworks, and flares,




CONCLUSIONS

To date, the firm conclusions of Project Blue Book are: (1) no unidentified flying object
reported, investigated, and evaluated by the Air Force has ever given any indication of threat to
our national security; (2) there has been no evidence submitted to or discovered by the Air Force
that sightings categorized as unidentified repreaent technological developments or principles
beyond the range of present day scientific knowledge; and (3) there has been no evidence indieating
that sightings categorized as unidentified are extraterrestrial vehicles.

The Air Force will continue to investigate all reports of unusual aerial phenomena over the
United States. The services of qualified scientists and technicians will continue to be uged to in-
vestigate and analyze these reports, and periodic reports on the subject will be made.

The former Chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, Mr, Carl Vinson, recently
commented on the conduct of the UFO program by the Air Force and stated that Congresaional
hearings on this subject are unnecessary.

The Air Force does not deny the possibility that some form of life may exist on other planets
in the universe. However, to date, the Alr Force has neither received nor discovered any evidence
which proves the existence and intra-space mobility of extraterrestrial life, The Air Force
continues to extend an open invitation to anyone who feels that he possesses any evidence of extra-
terrestrial vehicles operating within the earth’s near space envelope to submit his evidence for
analysis, Initial contact for this purpose is through the following address:

PROJECT BIUE BOOK INFORMATION OFFICE
SAFOL
WASHINGTON, D C 20330

Anyone observing what he considers to be an unidentified flying object should report it to the
nearest Air Force Base, Persons submitting a UFQO report to the Air Force are free to discuss
any agpect of the report with anyone, The Air Force does not seek to limit discussion on such re-
ports and does not withhold or censor any information pertaining to this unclassified program.




AVAILABILITY OF MATERIALS

FTD Form 164, the form used for reporting a UFOQ
observation to the Air Force for analysis and evaluation,
is available in the SAF-OI Blue Book Office upon request.

The following items are for internal use only and are
not avalilable for distribution to the public. These concern
Internal management and procedures for forwarding UFC reports
to the appropriate agency:

1. Ailr Force Regulation 200-2
2. JANAP 146
3. UFO Project Record Card

The Alr Force has no films, photographs, maps, charts, or
graphs of unidentified flying objects. Photographs that have
been submitted for evaluation in conjunction with UFO reports
have been determined to be a misinterpretation of natural or
conventional objects. These obJects have a positive identification.

The Alr Force no longer possesses, and thus does not have
for distribution, outdated reports on ProJect Sign, Project
Grudge, Blue Book Special Report No. 14, and outdated Project
Blue Book press releases. Non-military UFO publications should
be reqguested from the publisher, not the Ailr Force.




Bocks listed below desl with facts and theories about our solar universe , the su  Pplanets,
comets, meteorites, the universe, sters, constellations and galaxies; telescopes, the compue
tation of tize as it relates to astronomy, star maps and charts, and the history of astronom

JRE SUN AND ITS FAMILY, by ALDER, IRVING. The history of sstroncmy as it relates to the
sun our solar system. ;

WEATHER ELEMENTS, by BLAIR, published Prentice Hall. Has an excellent chapter on often
siden ed weathexr phenomena.

PLANETS, STARS, AND SPACE, by CHAMBERLAIN, JOSEPH M & NICEOLSON, THOMAS D.' An illustrated,
non-tecﬁi'cal explanation of the earth » Plenets, stars, and the universe. Prepared in
cooperation with the American Museum of Natural History.

JUNIOR SCIEHCE BOOK OF STARS » by CROSBY, PHCEBE. An easy-to-read, exciting story of what
sclentists know abou e stars, planets, the moon, and the Milky Way. ’

EXPIORING THE PLANETS, by GALLANT, ROY A. An illustrated description of the planets of our
solar system. *

CHALIENGE OF THE UNIVERSE, by HYNEK, J ALLEN. & ANDERSON, NORMAN. Discusses the nature of ti
universe; astronomy and cosmology, published by Scholastic Press.

THE STORY OF THT STARS, by MALONEY, TERRY. An introduction to the univerae; our solar systs
our gafmqr, ana other galaxies. Many interesting illustrated analogies help btuild concepts
of size and distance. Includes references to the Ven Allen radistion belts and zodiscal
light observation of 1980.

THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS, by MENZEL & EOYD. A scientific examinstior of the classic
¥ Teports.

THE NATURE OF LIGHT AND COLOUR IN Tiz OPEN AIR, by MINNAERT, Dover Pub.irations. This is a
excellent paperback wrltten in ers 8 ay language.

FIELD BOOK OF THE SKIES, by OLCOTT, W T & R. A completely revised edition of the book whic
Tss been the standard work of 1ts kind since its first eppearance.

METEORS, by OLIVIER. Standard text by foremost authority on meteors.

PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORY OF MARS, 1905-1961, by SLIPHER, E €, published by iowell Observatory.

'Bmzmns BOOK OF ASTRONOMY, by STERNIG, J. A first book axplaining in simple terms our
- Solar system, the universe snd galaxies, and how they are related to space travel,

FIRST MAN TO THE MOON, by VON BRAUN, WERNEER.

NEIGHBORS IN SPACE, by WHITE, W B. A guide to the heavens with .excellent star maps.
SHOOTING STARS, by ZIM, HEREERT §. Known facts and theories about metecrs are explainad.
The follcwing periodicals are also recoumended:;

1; 8SKY & TELESCOPE 2. SCIENCE NEWSLETTER
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STATISTICAL DATA FOR YEARS 1954 - 1963
(Compiled 1 Nov 64)

TOTAL CASES BY CATEGORY

1956 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963  Tomk
T B o= R AT 4 Pp o3 I o e

Astronomical
Alrcraft 8o 12h 148 217 W5 63 66 5 6T T3 10
Balloon 63 102 93 M3 57T 3P 22 37 19 2B 5¢
Insufficient Data 103 9k 130 180 111 65 105 1115 92 57 1062
Other 58 63 61 120 90 72 93 Th 6k 56 751
Satellite 0 0 ° 8 1B 0o 2o 6 71 8 274
Unidentified W 25 15 16 11 13 14 12 15 13 180
Total HBT TGhI HE0 1005 623 307 556 WY Wy W3 I

ASTRONOMICAL SIGBTINGS

‘Meteors 92 79 88 179 168 100 187 119 94 57 1163
Stars & Planets b 52 131 1k 56 W 45 8 36 23 649
Other 1 L 3 18 7 4 3 6 5 5 56
Total I37 IS5 EE2 TIEL TE51 TIRG TS 03 I Es
OTHER CASES
Hoaxes, Ballucinations,
Unreliable Reports and
Paychological Causes . 6 17 17 37 28 13 12 17 11 15 173
Missiles and Rockets . 1 1 3 2 6 1 12 12 9 13 73
Refiections . . . . . . 6 b 3 2 7 10 9 3 3 0 k7
Flares & Fireworks . . . Iy 8 6 8 3 5 ki b 3 3 51
Mirages & Inversions . . 2 [ 1 5 2 4 5 6 3 0 32
gSearch & Groundlights. . 6 1 9 12 8 S 6 1 3 2 66
Clouds & Contrails . . . 3 2 1 9 5 2 4 5 h 5 40
Chaff v v o o o o = » 2 0 1 2 6 1 b 3 5 2 26
Birds . . . .. .. .. 7 2 6 1 1 0 3 2 2 2 %
Redar Amalysis . . . . . °7T 0 T 27 2 8 6 8 [+] 1 66
Photo Analysis . . . . . 1 2 L 1 6 L 6 3 2 3 32
Physical Specimens . . . 6 5 3 5 10 3 7 4 15 3 61
Satellite Decay . . . . 0 0 0 0 1 0 9 3 3 3 19
Other . . . . . « « « » T 4 0 9 5 3 3 3 1 L 9
Total % B3 BT 1% 3 T2 33 TH & T 751




1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964

TOTAL UFC SIGHTINGS

TOTAL
SIGHTINGS

79
143
186
169
156
1501
k25
W87
543
669
1005
623
387
556
585
469
393
532
TOTAL 8908

(Compiled 8 Jen 65)
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SATELLITE BOX SCORE INFORMATION AS OF 3 JANUARY 1965

EARTH SATELLITES:
DEEP SPACE PROBES:

PAYLOADS IN ORBIT
SPACE PROEBES

EARTH ORBITING DEBRIS
SPACE PROBES DEBRIS
OBJECTS DECAYED

TOTAL OBJECTS IN SPACE

hoo
19
usa

111
7
3h1
6
221
465

WO OO |§
wWOOMWOor |§

PROJECT RECORD CARD

USSR
1
19

235
39

ITALY

HOOOOH

1. DATE - TIME GROUP

2. LOCATION

3. SOURCE

4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS

10. CONCLUSION

S, LENGTH OF OBSERVATION

6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION

7. COURSE

8. PHOTOS

D Yas
0 No

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

O Yes
T Ne

1. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

FORM
ETD sep 63 0:329 (TDE)  Previcus sditions of this form may be ussc.

10




CHANGE

AIR FORCE REGULATION
NO. 200-2A

AFR 200-2A

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
‘Washington, 30 March 1964

Intelligence Activities

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS (UFO)

AFR 200-2, 20 July 1962, is changed as follows:

3d. Findings. AFSC (FTD) will prepare a final
report on each sighting after collection and
analysis of data. When final report contains in-
formation of significant intelligence value, AFSC
(FTD) will forward a copy of the report to HQ
USAF (AFNINDE), Wash DC 20330.

3e. Change references to paragraphs “7 and 8"
to “6 and 7.

4b. Change “or” to “of.”

10. Contacts. Private individuals or organiza-
tions desiring Air Force interviews, briefings,
lectures, or private discussions on UFOs wil
be instructed to direct their requests to the
Office of Information, Office of the Secretary of
the Air Force. Air Force personnel, other than
designated investigators (see paragraph 3b) and
those of the Office of Information, will not con-
tact private individuals on UFO cases, nor will
they discuss their operations and funetions with
unauthorized persons, unless so directed, and then
only on a need-to-know basis,

11a. Change references to paragraphs “2 and 5"
to “1 and 4.”

11c. Change references to paragraphs “7, 8, 9,
and b(2)”” to “8, 7, 8, and b(2)(b).”

By ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR Forck

OFFICIAL

R. J. PUGH
Colonel, USAF
Director of Administrative Services

DISTRIBUTION: 8

12b. Submit reports of sightings over 3 days old
by letter; however, keep the use of letter reports
to a minimum in reporting initial sightings. The
delays often involved in processing and trans-
mitting correspondence through normal channels
may make followup investigations difficult, pro-
ducing only limited usable information. This
factor is a necessary consideration. Reporting by
electrical means will eliminate delays. Submit a
followup and/or complete report on all sightings
initially reported electrically, if so requested by
AFSC(FTD).

13a(4). Change “AFCIN” to “AFNIN.”

13b. Writien Reports. Submit all letter reports
(bagic letters and followup or complete reports)
direct to AFSC (FTD), Wright-Patterson AFB,
Ohio, 45433. AFSC (FTD) will distribute the
reports to interested intelligence activities in the
United States and to the Office of Information,
if necessary.

13b(1). Delete.

13b(2). Delete.

16. Change reference to paragraph “5” to “4.”
18. Change “TD-E” to “TDEW.”

CURTIS E. LeMAY
Chaef of Staff

7 4. S GOYERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. 1864




AIR FORCE REGULATION
Q. 200-2

AFR 200-2

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
‘Washington, 20 July 1962

Intelligence Activities

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS (UFO)

This regulation establishes the UFQ» Program to investigate and anal

States. Such investigation and analysis are directly related to Air Force responsibility for the
defense of the United States. The UFQO Program prt:’vidnis flor chepromthreporting and rapid
P ification, ich is ¢

of the four phases

ification fed for ful “identif
of air def detecti identificati interception, and destruction. All commanders will

comply st’n'clly with this regulatic;n.

SECTION A—GENERAL
Explanation of Terms. . ... ...

Objectives______..
Responsibilities.. -
Guidance. .......___

SECTION B—PUBLIC RELATIONS, INFORMATION, CONTACTS, AND RELEASES

Maintaining Public Relati
Releasing Information . _

Exceptions___________
Rel by N

SECTION C—PREPARING AND SUBMITTING REPORTS

General Information
Methods for Transmitting Reports_
‘Where To Submit Reports.....___
Basic Reporting Data and Format.
Negative or Inapplicable Data.__
Comments of Preparing Officer.
Classification .. _...____.._

Reporting Physieal Evidence_____.________..__

SECTION A—GENERAL

1. Explanation of Terms. To insure proper and
uniform usage in UFO screenings, investigations,
and reportings, an explanation of the objects
follows:

a. Familiar or known objects:

(1) Aireraft, balloons, kites, birds, search-
lights, astronomical bodies (meteors, planets,
stars, comets), pilotless aircraft, missiles, satel-
lites in orbit, and others identified by the ob-
server as normal appearing objects.

(2) Flying objects determined to be air-
craft. These generally appear as a result of ADIZ
violations and often prompt the UFO reports
submitted by the general public. They are read-
ily identifiable as, or known to be, aireraft, but
their type, purpose, origin, and destination are
unknown. Air Defense Command is responsible

This regulation supersedes AFR 200-2, 14 S b:

for reports of “unknown” aireraft, which should
not be reported as UFO’s under this regulation.

(3) Aircraft flares, jet exhausts, condensa-
tion trails, blinking or steady lights observed at
night, lights circling or near airports and air-
ways, and other phenomena or objects known
to be emanating from, or to be indications of,
aircraft. These should not be reported under
this regulation, as they do not fall within the
definition of a UFO.

b. Unidentified Flying Objects. Any aerial
phenomena, airborne object or objects which are
unknown or appear out of the ordinary to the
observer because of performance, aerodynamic
charaeteristics, or unusual features.

2. Objectives. Air Force interest in UFO’s is
three-fold. First, as a possible threat to the se-
curity of the United States and its forces; sec-

1959, as ded

OPI: AFCIN
DISTRIBUTION: S

UFO’s over the United
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AFR 200-2

ond, to determine the technical or scientific char-
acteristics of any such UFQ’s; third, to explain
or identify all UFO sightings as described in
paragraph 1b.

a. Air Defense. The great majority of flying
objeets reported have been conventional, famil-
iar things of no great threat to the security of
the United States and its possessions. However,
since the possibility exists that UFQ’s reported
may be hostile or new foreign air vehicles of
unconventional design, it is imperative to report
sightings rapidly, factually, and as completely
as possible.

b. Technical and Scientific. The Air Force will
continue to collect and analyze reports of UFO’s
until all are scientifically or technically ex-
plained or until the full potential of the sight-
ings has been exploited. In performing this task
the following factors are of great importance:

(1) To measure scientific advances, the Air
Force must have the latest experimental and de-
velopmental information on new or unique air
vehicles or weapons.

(2) The possibility exists that foreign
countries may develop air vehicles of revolu-
tionary configuration or propulsion,

(3) There is need for further scientific
knowledge in such fields as geophysies, astron-
omy, and physics of the upper atmosphere which
the study and analysis of UFO’s and similar
aerial phenomena may provide.

(4) The reporting of all pertinent factors
will have a direct bearing on scientific analyses
and conclusions of UFO sightings.

¢. Reduction of Percentage of UFO “Uniden-
tifieds.” Air Foree activities must reduce the per-
centage of unidentifieds to the minimum. Analy-
sis thus far has explained all but a few of the
sightings reported. These unexplained sightings
are carried statistically as unidentifieds. If more
immediate, detailed, objective data on the un-
knowns had been available, probably these, too,
could have been explained. However, because of
the human factors involved, and the fact that
analyses of UFO sightings depend primarily on
the personal impressions and interpretations of
the observers rather than on accurate scientific
data or facts obtained under controlled condi-
tions, the elimination of all unidentifieds is im-
probable.

3. Responsibilities:

a. Reporting. Base commanders will report all
information and evidence of UFO sightings, in-
cluding information and evidence received from
other services, Government agencies, and civil-

ian sources. Investigators are authorized to
make telephone calls from the investigation ar™
direct to the Foreign Technology Divisicu
(FTD), of the Air Force Systems Command,
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio (CLear-
water 3-7111, ext. 69216/66378). The purpose of
the calls is to report high priority findings. (See
section C.)

b. Investigation. The commander of the Air
Force base nearest the location of the reported
UFO sighting will conduct all investigative ac-
tion necessary to submit a complete initial report
of a UFO sighting. The initial investigation will
include every effort to resolve the sighting, An
Air Force base other than that closest to the
scene of a reported UFO sighting will refer the
sighting immediately to the commander of the
nearest Air Force base for appropriate action.
(See paragraph 5.)

c. Analysis. The Air Force Systems Command
Foreign Technology Division will analyze and
evaluate:

(1) Information and evidence reported
within the United States aiter the investigators
of the responsible Air Force base nearest the
sighting have exhausted their efforts to identify
the UFQ.

{2) Information and evidence collected in
oversea areas.

EXCEPTION: The AFSC (FTD), independ-
ently or in participation with pertinent Air
Foree activities, may conduct any additional
investigations necessary to further or conelude
its analyses or findings.

d. Findings. AFSC (FTD) will prepare a final
report on each sighting after collection and anal-
ysis of data, and will forward a copy of the re-
port to HQ USAF (AFCIN).

e. Public Relations and Information Services.
The Office of Information, Office of the Seeretary
of the Air Force, will be responsible for re-
leasing information on sightings, and, in coordi-
nation with AFSC (FTD), answering corre-
spondence from the public regarding UFO’s. (See
paragraphs 7 and 8.)

- f. Congressional Inquiries. The Office of Leg-
islative Liaison will:

(1) In coordination with the AFSC (FTD)
and/or the Office of Information, when neces-
sary, answer all congressional mail regarding
UFO’s addressed to the Secretary of the Air
Force and Headquarters USAF.

(2) Forward those inquiries which are seci-
entific and technical to the FTD for informa-
tion on which to base a reply. The FTD will re-

0O
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turn this information to the Office of Legisla-
¢ e Liaison for reply to the inquiry.

(8) Process requests from congressional
sources in accordance with AFR 11-7.

g. Cooperation. All Air Force activities will
cooperate with Air Force UFO investigators to
insure the economical and prompt success of in-
vestigations and analyses. When feasible, this
cooperation will include furnishing air or ground
transportation and other assistance.

4. Guidance. The thoroughness and quality of
a report or investigation of UFO’s are limited
only by the skill and resourcefulness of the per-
son who receives the initial information and/or
prepares the report. The usefulness and value
of any report or investigation depend on the ae-
curacy and timeliness of its contents. Following
are aids for screening, evaluating, and report-
ing sightings:

a. Careful study of the logic, consistency, and
coherence of the observer’s report. An interview
with the observer by personnel preparing the re-
port is especially valuable in determining the
source’s reliability and the validity of the in-
formation given. Factors deserving particular
attention are the observer’s age, oceupation, and
education, and whether his occupation involves
observation reporting or technical knowledge.
A report stating that a witness is completely fa-
miliar with certain aspects of a sighting should
indicate his or her specific qualifications.

b. Theodolite measurements of changes or
azimuth, and elevation and angular size.

¢. Interception, identification, or air search, if
appropriate and within the scope of air defense
regulations.

d. When feasible, contact with local aircraft
control and warning (ACW) units, and with
pilots and crews of aircraft aloft at the time
and place of sighting. Also, contact with any
other persons or organizations that may have
factual data on the UFO or can offer corrobo-
rating evidence—visual, electronic, or other.

e. Consultation with military or civilian
weather forecasters for data on tracks of weather
balloons released in the area and any unusual
meteorological activity which may have a bear-
ing on the UFO.

f. Consultation with navigators and astrono-
mers in the area to determine whether any as-
tronomical body or phenomenon would account
for the sighting.

g. Contact with military and ecivilian tower
operators, air operations units, and airlines to
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determine whether the sighting could have been
an aireraft. Local units of the Federal Aviation
Agency (FAA) are often of assistance in this
regard.

h. Contact with persons who may know of
experimental aircraft of unusual configuration,
rocket and guided missile firings, or aerial tests
in the area.

i. Contact with photographie units or labora-
tories. Usually, these installations have several
cameras available for specialized intelligence or
investigative work. Photography is an invaluable
tool for use, where possible, in investigating and
analyzing UFQO sightings. (See paragraph 18).

" j. Whenever possible, selecting as a UFO
sighting investigator an individual with a scien-
tific or technical background as well as expe-
rience as an investigator.

k. Submission of reports on all sightings even
though identification may be assumed by the
preparing officer under paragraph 16 of this regu-
lation.

5. Reporting UFO Information, Both the As-
sistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence, Headquarters
USAF, and the Air Defense Coramand have a
direct and immediate interest in the facts per-
taining to UFQ’s reported within the United
States. All Air Force activities will conduct UFQ
investigations to the extent necessary for their
required reporting action (see paragraphs 14, 15,
and 16). No activity should carry an investiga-
tion beyond this point, unless the preparing offi-
cer believes the magnitude (intelligence signifi-
cance or public relations aspects) of the case
warrant full scale investigation. The officer may
contact the FTD of AFSC (CLearwater 3-7111,
ext 69216/66378) at Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base, Ohio, to obtain verbal authority for con-
tinued investigation.

SECTION B—PUBLIC RELATIONS,
INFORMATION, CONTACTS, AND
RELEASES

6. Maintaining Public Relations. The Office of
Information is responsible for:

a. In coordination with the AFSC (FTD)
when necessary, maintaining contact with the
public and the press on all aspects of the UFQO
program and its related activities.

b. Releasing information on UFO sightings
and results of investigations.

¢. Periodically releasing information on this
subject to the general public.
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d. Processing, answenng, and taking action on
correspondence received from the'gener‘al pub-
lic, pertaining to the public relaticns, interest,
and informational aspects of the subject. (See
paragraph 8.) This office will forward corre-
spondence and queries which are purely techni-
cal and scientific to AFSC (FTD) for informa-
tion on which to base a reply.

7. Releasing Information. The Office of Infor-
mation, Office of the Secretary of the Air Force,
will release to the public or unofficial persons or
organizations all information or releases concern-
ing UFQ’s, regardless of origin or nature, This
includes replies to correspondence (except con-
gressional inquiries) submitted direct to the
AFSC (FTD) and other Air Force activities by
private individuals requesting comments or re-
sults of analyses and investigations of sightings.

8. Exceptions. In response to local inquiries re-
garding any UFO reported in the vicinity of an
Air Foree base, the ecommander of the base con-
cerned may release information to the press or
the general public only after positive identifica-
tion of the sighting as a familiar or known ob-
ject. The commander must exercise care not to
reveal any classified aspects of the sighting or
names of persons making reports. (See paragraph
17.) If the sighung is unexplainable or difficult
to identify, because of insufficient information or
inconsistencies, the only statement to be released
is the fact that the sighting is under investiga-
tion and information regarding it will be avail-
able at a later date. After completion of inves-
tigative action, the commander may release the
faet that the AFSC (FTD) will review and an-
alyze the results of the investigation. He will
then refer any further inquiries to the local Office
of Information.

9. Release by Non-Air Force Sources. If news-
men, writers, publishers, or private individuals
desire to release unofficial information concern-
ing a UFO sighting, Air Force activities will
make every effort to assure that the statements,
theories, opinions, and allegations of these indi-
viduals or groups are not associated with or
represented as official information.

10. Contacts. Private individuals or organiza-
tions desiring Air Force interviews, briefings,
lectures, or private discussions on UFQ’s will di-
rect their requests to the Office of Information,
Office of the Secretary of the Air Force. Air Force
personnel, other than those of the Office of In-
formation, will not contact private individuals
on UFO cases, nor will they discuss their oper-
ations and functions with unauthorized persons
unless so directed, and then only on a “need-to-
know” basis,

SECTION C—PREPARING AND
SUBMITTING REPORTS m

11. General Information:

a. Paragraphs 2 and 5 will serve as aids and
guidance to screenings, investigations, and re-
portings. Paragraph 14 contains an outline of the
reporting format. Activities initially receiving
reports of aerial objects and phenomena will
screen the information to determine whether the
report concerns & valid UFO within the defini-
tion of paragraph 1b. Reports not within that
definition do not require further action under
the provisions of this regulation.

b. To assist activities and personnel respon-
sible for handling, screening, and processing in-
itial, incoming UFO information, a summary
follows of the general sources and types of re-
ports:

(1) Generally, initial UFO reports originate
from two sources:

(a) Civilian (airline, private, and pro-
{fessional pilots, tower operators, technical per-
sonnel, casual observers, and the public in gen-
eral), by correspondence, telephone or personal
interview;

(b) Military units and personnel (pilots,
observers, radar operators, aircraft control and
warning units, ete.), by telephone, electrical mes-
sage, or personal interview;

~(2) Generally, UFO reports received from
civilian sources are of two types:

(a) Those referring strictly to an ob-
served UFQ, containing either detailed or meager
information ;

(b) Those referring only in part to an
observed UFO, but primarily requesting infor-
mation on some aspect of the UFO program.

¢. Reports considered to fall primarily in a
public relations or information service category
(see paragraphs 7, 8, 9, and b(2) above) are of
primary interest to the Office of Information.
UFQ data sufficient for investigation and/or
a&alysis may be extracted before referral to that
office.

12. Methods for Transmitting Reports:

a. Together with any necessary screenings and
investigations preparatory to reporting, report
all information on UFQ’s promptly. Electrical
transmission with a “Priority” precedence is au-
thorized for reports under 3 days from date of
sighting. Electrically transmitted reports over
3 days old should carry a “Routine” precedence.

b. Submit written reports of sightings over 3
days old on AF Form 112, “Intelligence Report,”

0
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and AF Form 112A, “Supplement to AF Form

2" (see paragraphs 14 and 15) ; however, keep
wse use of these forms to a minimum in reporting
initial sightings. The delays often involved in
processing and transmitting AF Form 112
through channels may make followup investi-
gations difficult, producing only limited usable
information, This factor is a necessary consid-
eration. Reporting by electrical means will elim-
inate delays. If requested by the AFSC (FTD),
AF Form 112 will provide a followup and/or
complete report of all sightings initially reported
electrically.

13. Where To Submit Reports:

8. Electrical Reports. Submit multiple ad-
dressed electrical reports to:

(1) Air Defense Command, Ent AFB, Colo-
rado

(2) Nearest Air Division (Defense) (For
United States only)

(3) Air Force Systems Command, Foreign
Technology Division, Wright-Patterson AFB,
Ohio

(4) Headquarters, USAF (AFCIN), Wash
25 DC

(5) Secretary of the Air Force (SAFOI),
Wash 25 DC

b, Written Reports (Basic letters and AF
Form 112):

(1) Basic Letters. Submit all letter reports
direct to the AFSC (FTD). The AFSC (FTD)
will distribute the reports to interested Intelli-
gence activities in the United States and to the
Office of Information, if necessary.

(2) AF Form 112. Submit original report,
as prescribed in “Intelligence Collection Instruc-
tion (ICI),” June 1954, direct to HQ USAF
E%’lggI)N) Wash 25 DC, and a copy to AFSC

¢. Reports from Civilians. Where possible, ad-
vise civilian sources contemplating reporting
UFO’s to submit the report, for processing and
transmission, to the nearest Air Force base.

14. Basic Reporting Data and Format. Show
the abbreviation “UFO” at the beginning of the
text of all electrical reports and in the subject
of written reports. Include the required data in
all reports, in the order shown below:
a. Description of the Object(s):
(1) Shape.

(2) Size compared to a known object (use
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one of the following terms: Head of a pin, pea,
dime, nickel, quarter, half dollar, silver dollar,
baseball, grapefruit, or basketball) held in the
hand at about arm’s length.

{3) Color.

(4) Number.

(5) Formation, if more than one.

(6} Any discernible features or details.

(7) Tail, trail, or exhaust, including size of
same compared to size of object(s).

(8) Sound; if heard, describe sound.
(9) Other pertinent or unusual features.
b. Description of Course of Object(s): #

(1) What first called the attention of oh-
server(s) to the object(s) ?

(2) Angle or elevation and azimuth of ob-
ject(s) when first observed.

(3) Angle or elevation and azimuth of ob-
ject(s) upon disappearance.

(4) Description of flight path and maneu-
vers of object(s).

(5) How did the object(s) disappear? (In-
stantaneously to the North, ete.)

(6) How long (were) the object(s) visible?
(Be specifie, 5 minutes, 1 hour, ete.)

¢. Manner of Observation.:

(1) Use one or any combination of the fol-
lowing items: Ground-visual, air-visusl, ground-
electronie, air-electronic. (If electronie, specify
type of radar.)

(2) Statement as to optical aids (telescopes,
binoculars, etc.) used and deseription thereof.

(3) If the sighting occurred while air-borne,
give type of aircraft, idenfification number, alti-
tude, heading, speed, and home station.

d. Time and Date of Sighting:
(1) Zulu time-date group of sighting.

(2) Light conditions. (Use one of the follow-
ing terms: Night, day, dawn, dusk.)

e. Location of QObserver(s). Give exact lati-
tude and longitude of each observer, and/or
geographical position. In electrical reports, give
a position with reference to a known landmark
also, such as “2mi N of Deeville”; “3mi SW of
Blue Lake.” Typographical errors or “garbling”
often occur in electrically transmitted messages,
making location plots diffieult or impaossible.
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Example: 89 45N, 192 71W for 39 45N, 102 21W.
f. Identifying Information on Observer(s):

(1) Civilian—Name, age, mailing address,
occupation, and estimate of reliability.

(2) Military—Name, grade, organization,
duty, and estimate of reliability.

g. Weather and Winds—Aloft Conditions at
Tume and Place of Sightings.

(1) Observer(s) account of weather condi-
tions.

(2) Report from mnearest AWS or U. S.
Weather Bureau Office of wind direction and
velocity in degrees and knots at surface, 6,0007,
10,000/, 16,000/, 20,000°, 30,000°, 50,000, and
80,000, if available.

(3) Ceiling.
(4) Visibility.
(5) Amount of cloud cover.

(6) Thunderstorms in area and quadrant in
which located.

{7) Vertical temperature gradient.

h. Any other unusual activity or condition,
meteorologieal, astronomical, or otherwise, which
might account for the sighting.

i. Interception or identification action tuken
(such action is authorized whenever feasible, and
in complianee with existing air defense direc-
tives).

j. Location, approzimate altitude, and general
direction of flight of any air traffic or balloon
releases in the area which might possibly account
for the sighting.

k. Position title and comments of the prepar-
ing officer, including his preliminary analysis of
the possible cause of the sighting(s). (See para-
graph 16.)

). Bzistence of physical evidence, such as ma-
terials and photographs.

15. Negative or Inapplicable Data. Even though
the source does not provide, or an interviewer
has not asked for specific information, do not use
the words “negative” or “unidentified” before
exhausting all logical leads to obtain the informa-
tion outlined under paragraph 14. For example,
information on weather conditions in the area,
as requested in paragraph 14g, is obtainable from
the local military or civilian weather facility.
Use the phrase “not applicable (N/A)” only
when the question does not apply to the particu-
lar sighting under investigation.

16. Comments of Preparing Officer. The pre-
paring officer will make a preliminary analysje
and a comment on the possible cause or ident.

of the object he is reporting, together with &
statement supporting his eomment and analysis.
He wili make every effort to obtain pertinent
items of information and to test all possible
leads, clues, and hypotheses concerning the
identity or explanation of the sighting. (See
paragraph 5.) The preparing officer who receives
the report initially is in a much better position
to conduct an “on-the-spot” survey or followup
than subsequent investigative personnel and
analysts, who may be far removed from the ares,
and who may arrive too late to obtain vital data
or the missing information necessary for firm
conclusions.

17. Classifieation. Do not classify reports un-
less data requested in paragraph 14 require classi-
fication. Classify reports primarily to protect:

a. Names of sources reporting UFQO’s and
other principals involved, if so requested by these
persons or constdered necessary;

b. Intelligence, investigative, intercept, or ana-
lytical methods or procedures;

¢. Location of radar and other classified sites,
units, and equipment;

d. Information on certain types, characteris-
tics, and capabilities of classified aircraft, mis-
siles, or devices that may be involved in the
sighting.

18. Reporting Physical Evidence. Report
promptly the existence of physical evidence
(photographic or material). Mark all physical
evidence forwarded to the AFSC (FTD) for the
attention of TD-E, Aerial Phenomena Branch.

a. Photographic:

(1) Still Photographs. Forward the negative
and tw» prints. Title the prints and the negatives,
gr indicate the place, time, and date of the inci-

ent.

(2) Motion Pictures. Obtain the original
film. Examine the film strip for apparent cuts,
alterations, obliterations, or defects. In the re-
port comment on any irregularities, particularly
those received from other than official sources,

(3) Supplemental Photographic Informa-
tion. Negatives and prints often are insufficient
to provide certain valid data or to permit firm
conelusions. (See AFM 200-9—a classified docu-
ment receiving limited distribution.) Information
that will aid in plotting or in estimating dis-
tances, apparent size and nature of object, prob-
able velocity, and movements includes:
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(a) Type and make of camera,

(b) Type, focal length, and make of lens,

(¢} Brand and type of film,

(d) Shutter speed used,

(e) Lens opening used; that is, “f” stop,

(f) Filters used,

(g) Was tripod or solid stand used,

(h) Was “panning’”’ used,

(i) Exact direction camera was pointing
with relation to true north, and its angle with
respect to the ground.

(4) Other Camera Date. If supplemental
information is unobtainable, the minimum cam-
era data required are the type of camera, and
the smallest and largest “f” stop and shutter-
speed readings of the camera.

(5) Radar. Forward two copies of each still-
camera photographic print. Title radarscope
photographic prints in accordance with AFR

By OrDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AIrR FORCE:

OFFICIAL:

R. J. PUGH
Colonel, USAF
Director of Administrative Services
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95-7. Classify radarscope photographs in accord-
ance with Section XII, AFR 205-1, 10 June 1960.

NOTE: If possible, develop photographic film
before forwarding. Mark any undeveloped film
conspicuously to indicate this fact, to avoid de-
struction by exposure during examinations en
route through mail channels to final addressees.

b. Material. Each Air Force echelon-—receiving
suspected or actual UFO material will safeguard
it in & manner to prevent any defacing or altera-
tions which might reduce its value for intelli-
gence examination and analysis.

c. Photographs, Motion Pictures, and Nega-
tives Submitted by Individuals. Individuals often
submit photographic and motion picture ma-
terial as part of their UFO reports. All original
material submitted will be returned to the indi-
vidual after completion of necessary studies,
analyses, and duplication by the Air Force.

CURTIS E. LeMAY
Chief of Staff

VX U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1962
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27 Sep 95

FILE NOTE

1. Wg Cdr#i 5&@ telephoned to confirm that he was
content with~ our s advised in D/Sec(AS)/64/1 of 27 Sep
95 about the role of DI55c in looking at "UFO" reports.

2. He told me that his AD has agreed to them undertaking the
review of data held by DI5S5 as first outlined in their minute
To us of Oct 93. This will initially involve someone placing
the information contained in the reports onto a database to see
whether there are any trends which are worth looking into.

3. He said he would let us know whether they found anything
of interest and if they planned to undertake a more thorough
review as a result of their initial findings. I told him that
we would wish to take a view at that point. I stressed that as
long as all DI55 would be doing was reviewing the data to look
for any matters of defence interest, and that their records did

not reflect "research into extraterrestrial activity", we would
be content as that would be consistent with current Ministerial
lines.
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LOOSE MINUTE
D/Sec(AS)/64/1
27 Sep 95

p1ssc - Wg cdr [xeion 40

PUBLIC ACCESS TO UFO FILES — DI55 ASSOCIATION

1. Thank you for your recent response D/DI55/108/15 to my
minute of 25 Aug.

2. We accept your comments at para 3b and have recast our
lines as follows:

- Our interest in reported "UFO" sightings is to
establish whether what was seen might represent
something which is of defence concern.

- As part of our assessment of reported sightings we
copy such reports, as appropriate, to branches within
the MOD which have an interest in air defence
matters. DI55 is one such branch.

- The MOD does not undertake research into the "UFO"
phenomena; we have not undertaken any such research
and we only would 1f there were good reason for doing
so — ie. evidence of potential defence interest.

3. You will note that we only go as far as to confirm the
existence of DI55 and that DI55 has an interest in air defence
matters, both of which I hgpe you are content with. Other than
this we believe your comments about research are adequately
covered in bullet 3.

4. I should be grateful if you could let me know if you are
now content with our proposed lines. I shall then formally
notify Hd CS(RM)1 that we are content for the internal
distribution of "UFO reports" to be revealed when the files are
sent to the Public Records Office at the 30 year point.

reddee
o
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PUBLIC ACCESS TO UFO F -~ DI 55 ASSOCIATION (‘ffc @3@)

Reference: “*”A’JOL‘ e
25 Sl 4C

A. D/Sec(AS)/12/1 dated & Aug 95.

1. Thank you for the Reference.

2. I agree that we need to have a consistent and essentially
truthful line on DI 55s role. However, we need to ensure that DI
55 primary role is not compromised. The proposed study has still
not been authorised and as you correctly stated in the Reference
it would have been only a data-basing of reports to see if any
conclusions could be drawn.

3. As far as the line to undertake is concerned:
a. I agree the first bullet.

b. I believe the second bullet requires refining. To
state that the reports are “looked at by experts within the
Department" is perhaps offering an hostage to fortune. I
offer the words below as a basis for discussion.

"since UFO reports invariably report on unidentified
aerial phenomena, reports are distributed within the
MOD to branches that have an interest in aspects of
air defence aspects. DI 55 is such a branch. Since no
physical evidence has ever been produced, no detailed
photography has ever been supplied and no artifacts
exist UFO reports are read quickly and then filed. MOD
branches do not have the time or funds to research
the topic.®

c. I agree the last bullet.

4. This letter has been seen and agreed by my Director.

fommander

B36
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LOOSE MINUTE
D/Sec(AS)/12/1
25 Aug 95

DI55¢

PUBLIC ACCESS OF "UFQ" FILES

References:

A. DI55/108/15 dated 5 Jul 95
B. D/Sec(aS)/12/1 dated 25 May 95.
C. DI55/108/15 dated 18 Oct 93.

1. Thank you for your response (Ref A) to my letter at Ref B,
concerning the validity of the continuing requirement to
withhold the internal distribution from "UFO" files when they
are released to the public domain at the 30 year point.

2. You may be interested to know that Hd CS(RM)1 has
discovered that some files have already been released to the
Public Records Office without the internal distribution having
been sanitized (presumably an oversight). As such it is rather
fortunate that we both concur that it would seem pointless to
continue to seek to disguise your limited role in this subject.

3. If we are to be open about the role of DI55, we need
carefully to construct the description of that role. The "UFO
lobby" will doubtless see in all this much to get excited
about: cover ups; DI research and sinister implications
thereof; a change in the Department's line, and speculation
about what might have bought this about etc.

4. To cover any question on research we need to be clear what
is already in the public domain on this. To Sec(AS)'s
knowledge no 'research' into the phenomena has been undertaken
by MOD - by DI55 or anyone else. Does this accord with your
knowledge? As I understand it the proposed ‘study' outlined in
Ref C was in fact a review of existing data to determine
whether any research is justified. This does not in my view
compromise our existing and much quoted line on the matter
which might be extended (in bold) as follows:

- our only interest in reported "UFO" sightings is to
establish whether what was seen might represent a
thfeat_to,the~securtty—eé—the~UK
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Reports are looked at by experts within the
Department to establish whether what was seen may
have had any defence significance. DI55, [could you
provide us with a broad description of DI55's general
role within the Department??], is one such branch.

The MOD does not undertake research into the "UFO"

. phenomena; we have not undertaken any such research

and we only would if there were good reason for doing
so — ie. evidence af a_potential-threat. It remains

thatweese.that to/ dateno—threat—has-been discerned
has beé .to._a.reported-sighting-of a

u
. i
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I should be grateful/for your thoughts on our proposed
approach, and any suggested amendments to the lines we might
deploy as a result of public interest.

lobie) oJelo-ce besst.

@Do

Sec(AS)!a
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EMBERS of the

House of Com-

mons are answer-
able, after a fashion, ta
thefr electors. Members
of the House of Lords,
however, have no con-
stituencies — which is
why this column has
long undertaken the
wearisome but neces-
sary duty of holding our
more distinguished
peers (such as milords
Rees-Mogg and Wyatt) to
account, tweaking their
tails and boxing their
ears from time to time.

One denizen of the

Upper House who will
need no introduction to
regular readers is Adni-
ral of the Fleet Lord Hill-
Norton. I have been
striving for several
yearstoalert the nation

to the opinions of this
ancient legislator, who
believes that little green
men and women from
outer space have landed
in America and are
working clandestinely
for the Pentagon. And, at
long last, ather news-
papers have begun to
take notice. Last week’s
Sunday Telegraph
reported that the admi-
ral “is considering con-
tributng a foreword” to
anew book called A
Concealment, which al-
leges that the Mi of
Defence has “held back
information’ on the
sighting of a UF0 over the
English Channel in 1980.
Although the Tele-
graph wasso
that it printed the story
on its front page, the

=

AMAZING, (T APPEARS
THEY TALK Our OF

THEIR BACHSIDES

news will have come as
1o surprise to veteran
Hill-Norton watchers.
More than four years ago
he wrote an admiring
foreword to Timothy
Good's book Allen Liai-
son, arguing that the de-
fence establishment had
organised a massive
cover-up of the truth
about flying saucers. As
I pointed out to his lord-
ship at the time, if there
had been any such cover-
up he would surely have
been a party toit, since
he was chief of the de-
fence staff from 1971 to
1974 and then chai

of Nato’s military com-
mittee from 1974 to 1977,
“You'd think I would
have known,” he agreed.
“But I hadn’t the faint-
est bloody idea.”

‘When I rang Lord Hill-
Norton this weelt, he was
his us: self.
“Oh get on with it,” he
snapped when I asked
him about the 1990 sight-
ing. “Thereisn’t any
question about the facts.
It wastracked by
radar.” Mightn't there
be a humdrum human

explanation for the
UFO? “Idon’t think so.”
So he isconvinced that

-the object was an alien

spaceship? *‘No,” he
said, rather surpris-
ingly, “I’'mnotatall con-
vineed.” But if the “fast-
moving triangular
craft’ spotted by radar
was not of this world,
surely the logical infer-
enceis that it came from
another planet?

Logic, asThave discov-
ered before, is not Lord
Hili-Norton's strong
suit. “Look here,” he
harrumphed. “I was
born two years before
your grandfather. I'm
not having words put
into my mouth by jour-
nalists.” Whereupon he
cut me off.

Lord Hill-Norton ,
needn't worry: no words
that Icould put into his
mouth would be half as
embarrassing as the
drivel he spews forth
himself. §till, be can’t be
blamed. After a few
years in the House of
Lords, even I might
begin to believe that the
Martians have landed.




The Sunday Telegrap;
10 September 1995

Chasing
X ﬂYiIlg
objects

TO CORRECT any false
impressions that may have
been given by your otherwise
excellent front page story
last week (*‘Brussels investi-
gates admiral's UFO
claim™):

The sighting was not over
the Channel. Radar detec-
tions by five Nato radar
stations and the on-board
radar of a pursuing F-10 air-
craft confirmed its final posi-
tion as being over Wavre.
Belgium, six minutes from
British air space.

The reference to this
detection as a ~"spaceship’ is
incorrect. The Belgian Air
Force did not know what it
was, describing it'as a power-
ful electro-magnetic force.
Its radar detection would
confirm that it was an object
of opacity and substance.

The object was intercepted
many times: one aircraft
vecorded radar lock-on on 12
accasions. The details of
these interceptions indicated
extreme intelligence, and
performance figures -that
would not be possible by any
flying vehicle kndwh today.

In my forthcoming book A
Deadly Concealment, to be
published by Cassell, the
charge is made not, as you
state, that the Ministry of
Defence has held back intel-
ligence information, but that
the statements made by the
Minister of Defence, the
Ministry of Defence and
General-Major Wilfrid de
Brouwer of the Belgian Air
Force are all contradictory,
and would indicate a conceal-
ment that is highly suspect.
Supporting comments have
been made by Admiral of the
Fleet Lord Hill-Norton, but
not by Nato, which has
declined to comment.

Derek Sheffield
Rolvenden, Kent.




The People

10 September 1995
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i believe

- 4 ,

in aliens

says UFO
buster ;»
BRITAIN'S top UFO
investigator has boidly
gone where no other
has gone before —
over to the other side.

And now the men
from the ministry are
wishing that some-
one, somewhere
would beam him up.

Civil servant Nick
Page, 29, has been at
the heart of secret
investigations into
Unidentified Fiying
Objects for four 3

He has been
entrusted with some
of the most sensitive
information on the
subject, deemed too
hush-hush for public
consumption,

Now the 29-year-
old Ministry of De-
fence man_ has
declared: “| befieve in
aliens.” -

FSimon and Schuster).
Defence chiefs are

furious, but Nick is

unrepentant. He s

he was convinced

a number of Britis|

sightings which defy

explanation. 5
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LOOSE MINUTE

D/AHB(RAF) /4/2 —Y QL(-/;

08 Sep 95

FS(Pers)GM(A)3c - m

Copy to: - =

Sec(AS)2a - m
LETTER FROM ‘
R

eference: [~
A. D/Sec(AS)/12/1 dated 25 Rug 95

1. Sec(AS) sent me a copy of the Reference with the suggestion
that I may wish to comment on it. I do not think that we have seen
the correspondence to which it refers so I am unable to comment on
specifics. I can only make the general observation that the dist-—
inction implied in the Reference between official and unofficial
histories does not strike any chords connected with the business
of the Aj i ical Branch. I do not know in what capacit%-
mwﬁgworking but there is no sense in which > ion 40

: e ding its auspices to independent authors. If
however, either of these people had official connections then
anything they wished to publish would have to be first cleared
through the Publications Clearance Branch.

2. I hope that this might be of some relevance but without

having seen previous correspondence I am at a disadvantage. Should
you need further elucidation please ring me.

ﬁ,okb e

(Signed)
e DaE v o
. ( ld)
Wk Mool Head of AHB(RAF)&PCB(Air)
-\ Dodicde b GSY311 B 4@
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PARLIAMENTARY UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR DEFENCE

LOOSE MINUTE
D/USofS/FH/28/1/4
18 September 1995

Sec(AS)2a

SUNDAY TELEGRAPH ARTICLE OG 3 SEP 95 - “"BRUSSELS INVESTIGATES
ADMIRAL'S U IM"

Reference D/Sec(AS)/64/1 dated 15 Sept 1995

Lord Howe was grateful for your minute at reference.

APS/USo£S .
MB6215 40
USofS/AP =

MISTRY OF DEFERCE .
8ec.(AR)2
19 SEP1995 !

5
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LOOSE MINUTE
D/Sec(AS)/64/1

15 Sep 95 @
APS/USOES -_

SUNDAY TELEGCRAPH ARTICLE OF 3 SEP 95 — “BRUSSELS INVESTIGATES
ADMIRAL'S UFO CLAIM"

Reference: D/USocfS/FH/28/1/4 (BB) dated 6 Sep 95.

1. At Reference you asked for background information relating
to an article which appeared in the Sunday Telegraph earlier
this month, 'and confirmation of any approaches for advice which
the MOD has received from Lord Hill-Norton in this respect.

Belgium "UFO" Sightings — MOD Position

2. The issue of the "Belgium 'UFO' Sightings", is a subject
well-known to this office in large measure due to the
correspondence of [YNNTPNIPNA) (mentioned in the article) and
Lord Hill-Norton. ‘A-wave' of' *UFO" sightings were reported over
Belgium on 30/31 March = * I me
Belgian military radar 1 e
Belgian authorities laui
investigate. Although {

lock-ons, as with the 1 ,
this does not necessari
present. We understan
Belgian Air Force is ths nd

that they maintain an of
remained unexplained.

3. As you know the MOJ
.concerned is to ascertal
might represent evidencg
to the 30/31 March 1990
have confirmed to us in writing that reports were not made to
adjacent countries as the events took place in the central part
of Belgium and they saw no evidence of activities of a hostile
or aggressive nature at that time. As such, and given that
these sightings occurred outside the UK Air Defence Region, the
MOD was not aware of the ‘'incident' at the time. Although
subsequently made aware of the sightings, the issue lies
outside our area of responsibility.-

4. In the light of the interest in this ‘'incident', including
3 PEs on the subject, the available evidence (such as it was)
was looked at by the Department's air defence experts in 1993
who confirmed that they discerned nothing of concern, and




judged that there was indeed no reason for the Belgians to have
notified UK authorities.

Contacts with

5. 's first letter in this connection was sent to
us i 3 when he asked what we knew of the Belgium
“UFO" sightings. Officials explained our limited involvement
with the subject of "UFOs" in general, and it was pointed out
that the Belgium sightings were a matter for the Belgians and
not for us. To be helpful, it was suggested thatm
contact the Belgian Embassy, together with a numb or
societies who were actively researching these 'UFO" sightings.

6. over the next few monthsm wrote a steady
stream of letters asking abou rpol and views on the
"UFO" phenomenon, and again, officials provided him with full
and helpful answers to his questions. Mcmntinued
to focus on the Belgian sightings, and n er of
questions about radar systems in an attempt to prove that
because some of the "UFO" sightings coincided with some radar
returns there must have been some sort of solid object present.
It was explained to him that there were a number of
circumstances, such as unusual meteorological conditions or
interference between different radar systems, where this is not
necessarily so. expressed concern that these
sightings were s i lose to the UK to pose some sort
of threat, but was assured that this was not the case, and was
reminded of the effective way in which the RAF detected and
intercepted Soviet aircraft probing our defences during the
Cold War. eMasked whether the Belgians informed us
about thes 1 ings and if not, why not. The fact is
that the Belgians did not regard these "UFO" sightings as
posing any sort of threat, and for this reason did not notify
any other countries.

7. By the time wrote his tenth letter it was
clear that no ne e being raised, and he was duly
informed by the then Min(AF), via his MP, that there was
nothing that could usefully be added to the very comprehensive
answers that he had already received. M clearly
refuses to accept what he has been tol ont es to feel
that there is information which the Department is withholding
from him.

Lord Hill Norton's Involvement

8. Lord Hill-Norton has a long-standing interest in "UFOs",
was a member of the (now defunct) House of Lords All-Party
"UFO" Study Group, and has written forewords for two books on
the subject.

9. In March 1994M approached Lord Hill-Norton
enlisting his assi /3 btaining a 'satisfactory’




response to the questions he had raised with the Department
which he felt had not been adequately answered. The following
May, Lord Hill-Norton wrote to the then SofS supporting the
claims made by and adding his view that, unless
the procedure ince he was Chairman of the NATO
Military Committee, it was inconceivable that the UK would not
have been informed of a possible hostile, certainly
unidentified, detection by NADGE radars. He also made it clear
that he wished to alert SofS to the fact that may
attempt to create a public fuss and urged him'to take-a
personal interest in re—examining the whole matter.

10. Notwithstanding Lord Hill-Norton's assertions, it is not
the case that the UK would necessarily be informed of
unidentified returns picked up on NADGE radars in Belgium.
Only if radar operators believed there was evidence that a
craft was moving towards the UK would such action be taken.

11. SofS responded in Jun 94 that he was content that the

correct procedures had been followed in response to i 10
m@‘ approaches to the Department and that al r%tﬂ!(gxgn%g
K id had been passed tom. He commented that
no purpose would be served by e correspondence

with him. I attach a copy of this exchange for ease of
reference.

12. I am not aware of any further correspondence from Lord
Hill-Norton on this or any other "UFO"-related matter since
this time.

13. I hope the above explanation adequately covers the points
of concern to Lord Howe.

Sec(AS)2a
MB8245 82140MB




Copy to:

- APS%Mlnlster AF N
S APS/US of S
DDGE /AEW n7491
Sec(As)2 MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
WHITEHALL LONDON SW1A 2HB
SECRETARY OF STATE

MO 9/18M @

Deor Lok AL - Woste-

Thank you for your letter dated 17 May concerning the UFO
sightings that occurred over Belgium in March 1990.

I am grateful to you for alerting me to this problem, and I am
aware that may attempt to create a public fuss. However I

am satisfied that correct procedures have been followed, that all

relevant information has been passed to “and that no

purpose would be served by continuing the correspondence with him.
You will know that our sole reason for examining reports of UFO
any

sightings is to establish whether or not there is evidence of
threat to the United Kingdom. The Belgium authorities have indicated
that they dld not notlfy us of these sightings at the time because

there was no evidence of any threat, and because they occurred over the

central part of Belgium. I should add that notification of NADGE radar
detections is at the discretion of the operators, and does not occur

automatically.

Recycied Paper
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We subsequently became aware of these sightings through the UFO
literature and through approaches from members of the public suc%é%-; A(
” On the basis of the information now available our own Air
'Defence eiﬁgrts have confirmed that they would not have been concerned
with these UFO reports ndt] -they saw no reason why the Belgians
should have notlfled"an§>UK aut o?&tles. I am sure it goes without
saying, however, that any unauthorlsed penetration of the UK Air

Defence Region would be detected by our Air Defenders, and dealt with

e

as appropriate. ——-- - =
R
e TRt T

It is clear to me from the papers I have seen that the position

has been explained in great detail to . I am aware of one

television programme on the subject, a Central TV production to be
shown on 18 October. The MOD desk officer responsible for UFOs was
interviewed for this programme and was able to set out the MOD's policy

on UFOs.

I hope this has explained the situation satisfactorily.

Malcolm Rifkind
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Admiral of the Fieet The Lord Hill-Norton G.C.B. {)’LLM—*

PERSONAL

The Rt Hon Malcolm Rifkind MP
Secretary of State

Ministry of Defence

Whitehall

London SW14 2HB

17 May 1994

Voo Loz, s,

I have been approached by aw who has asked me
to help him to obtain a satisfacto @ your Ministry to an enquiry he
initiated a year or more ago. I enclose a copy of his letter to me dated 16 March 1994,
which sets out his request and his complaint. This is a small part of a quite lengthy

correspondence,

He had earlier approached his Member, Sir Keith Speed, and I have seen several
Jetters which have been exchanged between Sir Keith and Mr Hanley and also your

officials. These letters do not answer mgjnquiri&, and he finds them
unsatisfactory. I am bound to say that yYe that view, in the light of 2ll the
circumstances,

There is no need for We to rehéarse all that has already been written in these
exchanges. In short, detections were made by three NADGE radars in Gerwmany and Belgium
in March 1990, air defence aircraft of the Belgian Air Force were scrambled to intercept
but although the objects were detected and held on the radar of these aircraft as well,
no jdentification, or visual contact was made. There is no dispute about these facts,
which have been confirmed by the Belgian Minister of Defence in public statements,
repeated in writing tm have advised W@:t, unless the
procedure has been cha e } airman of the WATO-MiYite ommittee, it is
inconceivable that the UK would not be informed (probably automatically) of a possibly
hostile, certain unidentified, detection by NADGE radars.

m been brushed off with the standard MOD response to all reports
(of which” S great many) of UFO activity, which briefly put amount to LA
no threat was perceived to the UK so no notice was taken or record made of the incident
s’ In this instance this has, in separate letters, been complicated by written
statements by your Ministry that no report of the Belgian detections was ever received

in the UK.

ks, reasonably enough, "If, as Ministers assert, they had no
ian events how could their Air Defence experts possibly conclude

knowl :
t, as they had no knowledge of it?”

that the phenomenon did not constitute a threa




I fear that -@( well make a damaging public uproar about all this.
He has already had a petitionm to the European Parliament upheld, and his dossier has
been formally remitted to the relevant Euro Committee, A public demarche, so he tells
me, is planned for the MOD, the House of Commons, and simultaneously at the Pentagon

on 23 May. At least two television programmes in this country will carry his story
within the next few months, and this may well not be the end of it.

I strongly recommend that you should take a personal interest in having the
whole matter re-examined, so that a more satisfactory and convincing reply may be

given to wduestmn, before the matter gets out of hand.

ey

—_—
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Will you please consult other Departments, divisions and branches

as necessary and submit advice, together with a draft reply,

The Open Government Code of Practice came into force on 4 April
1994 and you should ensure that replies to members of the public
are provided in accordance with its procedures.

APS/US of
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The Sunday Telegraph

3 September 1995

Brussels investigates admiral’s UFO claim

A SIGHTING of a UFQ over {he Eng-
lish Channel is to be investigated by
the European Parliament after a
British Admiral endorsed claims that
a fast moving triangular vessel was
seen flying within five miles of the
Kent coast,

A detailed report, which has been
prepared for the Energy, Rescarch
and Technology Commitiee by A

by Jasper Gerard

/

ing over Belglum at more than 1, 000-~

miles an hour, Two F-16 nghlers
were scrambled to intercept the tar-
get, but it was too fast for its pursu-
ers and was lost five miles from
Dover. A petition by a Briush histg-
rian calling for an inquiry has
become d No-290/993 in lhe

senior official. it also v
that the EU should fund a permanent
UFO-tracking centre.

Admiral of the Fleet Lord Uill-
Norton said yesterday:L "There is no
shiadow of doubit that samething hap-
pened. The Belgian Ministry of
Defence i5 on o this, The object was
tracked by ground and air radar. {t is
avery convincing story.”

On 31 March 1550 military person-
nel apparently saw a space ship fly-

labyrinth of Burg-files, and will b
discussed at the commitiee's next
meeting,

Nex!t year a reputable London pub.
lisher will publish a book, A Dcadly
Concealment, by Derek Shefiield in
which he will contend that the Minis.
try of Defence has held back intellis
gence information on the sightings,

Lord Will-Nurton, a former chair-
man of Nato’s military committee, is

consﬁlerlng contributing a forward.
“What has happened since the sight-
ing is extraordmary,“ said Mr Shef-

Kent, "l avebeeno structed by offi-
cialdom from start to finish' He

i

heard about the story while hollday-[

ing in Fri

@ book will contain quotes from
a tape recording of the conversation
between the two startled pilots, and
supportive interviews from senior
Nalo experis.

The LEuropean Parliament's draft
report — entitled The Creation of a
European Observation Stalicn for
the sightings of Unidentified Flying
Objecis — has been prepared by 2
Spanish official, Gabriel Sanchez.

“People are keen that this should be
studied scientifically,' he said.
“There is a mixture of opinipn for
and against,”

While UFOs have their belfevers —
Jimmy Carter, Muhammad Ali and
David Bowie among them — news of
the European Parliament's preocu-
pation with the subject was greeted
wnh mcredulny resterday.

Sir Teddy Taylor MP, the veteran
Euro-basher, put the proposed track-
ing station down to France wanting
another EU-funded body in its own
borders.

“If by any chance there was a
proven need to search for flying
saucers,” he ventured, “the European
Partiament wauld be the worst possi-
ble outfit to'find them.

“We would probably be left with a
UFOQ mountain.” ot

]
i

.-
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ussels investigates admiral’s UFO claim

[NG of a UFO over the Eng-
nel is to be investigated by
pean Parliament after a
Imiral endorsed claims that
ving triangular craft was
g near the Kent coast.

‘t, which has been prepared
nergy, Research and Tech-
ymmittee, also recommends
,C should fund a permanent
king centre.

1 of the Fleet Lord Hill-
1d yesterday: “There is no
t something happened. The
Tinistry of Defence is on to
abjeet was tracked by radar.
y convincing story.”

rch 31,1990, military per-

by Jasper Gerard

former chairman of Nato’s military
ittee, is idering contribut-

sonnel apparently saw a space ship
flying over Belgium at more than
1,000 mph. Two F-16 fighters were
scrambled to intercept the target but
it was too fast for its pursuers and
was lost five miles from Dover. A
petition by a British historian calling
for an inquiry will be discussed by

the committee.

Next year, a London publisher will
publish 4 Deadly Concealment hy
Derek Sheffield, in which he will con-
tend that the Ministry of Defence has
held back intelligence information
on the sightings. Lord Hill-Nortomn, a

ing a foreword. .

Mr Sheffield, of Roivenden, Kent,
said: “I have been obstructed by offi-
cialdom from start to finish.” He
heard about the story while holiday-
ing in France.

The book will contain quotes from
a recording of the conversation
between the two pilets, and support-
ive interviews from Nato experts.

The European Parliament’s draft
report — The Creation of a European
Observation Station for the sightings
of Unidentified Flying Objects — has
heen prepared by a Spanish official,
Gabriel Sanchez. “People are keen

that this should be §tudied scientif
cally,” he said. “The#g is a mixtur:
opinion for and again$i,” )
News of the Européan-Patlia-
ment’s preoccupation with the sub-
ject was greeted with incredulity
yesterday.
Sir Teddy Taylor MP, the veteran
Euro-basher, put the proposed track-
ing station down to France wanting
another EU-funded body within its
own borders.
“If by any chance there was a
proven need to search fer flying
saucers,” he said, “the European Par-
liament wonld be the worst outfit to
find them. “We would probably be
left with a UFO mountain.”

Kurocrats’ ¢

éxpen sive kiﬂ#;a

N
LT
%
By STEVE DOUGHTY yesterday: “The \ W%
Whitehall Correspondent ggglsi?li‘ By twomGgrx]x w?
one elg. "
IT is the achievement of a would have been alerfer \ "§
dream for determined The evidence makes . O‘k

UFO-watchers.

But more sceptical earth-
lings are bug-eyed over a
bizarre scheme from Brussels
for spending even more
money.

A report for the European Par-
liament will recommend that t?:re
EU establish an office to track
wa:(nzl‘;s to sei;gs v mi’r?shom B}riui‘sifls

) own X-
investigation lrg;o flying saucesg
and little green men.

The scheme, which horrified
sEpuro-sgenptigg yestel;gay, hfas

rung from the persisten
BrltishUFOreseagcher. ceota

Retired printing consultant

Derek Sheffield, 67, has harassed

officialdom for three years over an
incident in which a triangular
object is said to have been chased
bﬁ F-16 ﬁghters over Belgium. It is
alleged to have been heading
towards Dover at over 1,000 mph
when it was lost.

Mr Sheffietd rlaims that the

that something is being ¢\

Lord Hili-Norton: ‘Cover-up’

Government is covering up th
facts — and he has brofghtp ] ;
heavy gun to back his argu.meng.
Retired Admiral of the Fleet
Lord Hill-Norton, a former Chief of
Defence Staff and the senior mili-
tary officer in Nato in the mid-
Seventies, agrees that evidence for
the mcglent 1sf strong and joins in
accusations of a British ¢ -
of UFO incidents. over-up
Lord Hill-Norton, 80, who has
said he is prepared to write a fore-
word for a book by Mr Sheffield
abont the affair o mn ot od

up. It is absurd to pretend th\, ¥,
nothing going on when it is )
fectly plain that there is.’

‘The Defence Ministry has show
no interest in the claims. Not so,
however, the European Parlia-
ment. Its former president, Egon
Klepsch, invited Mr Sheffield to
petition for an inquiry.

Now its energy, research and
technology committee is under-
stood to have advised setting up
the UFQ centre so the issue can
be studied scientifically. The
report, The Creation of a Euro-
pean Observation Station for the
Sightings of Unidentified Flying
Objects, goes to MEPs shortly.

Mr sheffield, from Rolvenden,
Kent, said: “This has been going
on for a couple of years. Youd
have thought something would
have happened by now.’

The Defence Ministry has in the
past limited its discussion of the
case to assurances that British
Yes-




appearance but the oddest illu-

sions can be caused by lenticular

FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
lanations. Was there military clouds. 'I'hese rare formations are

[

ectivity in the area, perhaps disc-sha because of their

inwe low-] aircraft? Was  vapour, Epear metallic grey in

there an astronomical explanation colour. The most controversial
A phone call bo the enon

Royal Observatory at G

used to UFO
ball Hghtning —a short-lived lumi

could confirm this. And then there
was which nous mass associated with
vides early wi ot attack electric storms — but ball

‘ballistic misgiles. eir equipment itself is not & proven phenomenon.
is sensitive enough to locate an
object one root square, hundreds 0
of miles away ace Radar ret-
urns mightalso DURING my tenure I received
provlde an expl:mauon

about 800 regmrts of sightings,
he easily explicable

e genujne perturbing but 1
only had one like the ‘Capital’ o

There 1s usually a time- lag —_
u.rs, d.nys, sometimes weeks

a sight and the point

when a wltness decides to contact

someone ‘official’. In this case,

thmgs were rather more immedi-

ate. The call came n‘om Capital
Radlos headquarters in Euston,

and the voice on the other

e line was very excited

caller was staring o f his

Satellites or satellite debris re-
entering the earth's atmosphere
also enerate UFO reports and
there is a well-rehearsed catalogue
of other natural phenomena regu-
larly reported as UFOs. The planet
Venus, viewed from a mo' vehi-
cle, especi a screen of
trees appears to hover and exhibit
tl;l:t;:gue-wmte lght 50 often asso-

window, glving me a running com-
mentary on a UFO about to land in
Regent’s Park. He was gabbl
his words jumbled, hysteria in
voice; a man on the edge.

‘It's almost down . . . it looks a bit
like — like a big kite, but it can't
be. It's down! It’s down! My God,

end ot
odd light can have a strange

When your car lets you down, GREEN FLAG won'’t,
On average, we rescue our members in just 35

minutes* And If we're not with you in less than an
hour, you can claim £10 back.

Plus, we offer a choice of
4 levels of cover.

breal( down in the UK we can
reach you quickly

from just £29'50 per year'

What’s
more, our
6000
skilled
mechanics
will  repair
] most problems
at the roadside. To join or find out more, contact
8 s right now.

W¥ 35 minute average calt-out time.*

| W Most problems repaired at the roadsid

WV ALl recoveries are completed in one
direct journey.

W 6000 skilled mechanics always on call.

W 3 million members.

W¥ 25 years experlence.

FOR INSTANT COVER
CALL FRETE N O W

Quoting your credit er deblt card mumbar together with reference: C0240

©0800 000 111

Lines open Monday ta Saturday Bam to 7pm and Sunday 9am to 7pm.

=™

“From questionaalies raturnes
Pt n emplman e of £3.50 waiy  oufon by Diec Db o
=once orly’ emimar fee wd s oinby
31, £12.50.

POST TODAY « NO STAMP NEEDED

To: GREEN FLAG Natlonal Breakdown, FREEPOST, Leeds,
West Yorkshire LS99 2GF. Please send me more Information
about GREEN FLAG National Breakdown. CO240

RAISING THE STANDARD OF VEHICLE RESCVUE

Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms}

Home Tel. Including STD code

Address

National Breakdown

Town

County Postcode

GREEN FLAG IS THE EXCLUBSIVE SPONSOR OF THE ENGLAND FOOTRALL TEAM

Daylight sighting: Mystery discs in Switzerland, in March ,1976

g‘hople are gathering round it .

ere was a pause. The voice seemed
less st.rained, less cg:a.uicked
be a kite, can it? Oh, The {)eople are
putting it back in a box. I

cringe at the memory of it.

Usually, my task was more demand-
ing than that When, late in the after-
noon of December 9, 1991, several
dozen pelngle walking on Offa’s Dyke
in H and Worcester, saw a fiery
%low a few thousand feet up in the sky.

ed my inquiries in several
dlrectlons until I discovered the
: American F-111 jet
n‘om RAF Upper Heyford in Oxford-
shire, had been on a routine flight over

the area when it was recalled to base
‘because of deteriorating weather con-
ditions. As & precaution, the pilot had
Jjettisoned some of the m fuel which
was ignited by the e’s afterburn-
ers, leaving a spectacular fiery trail

and the momentary glow they saw.

Everyone I contacted was grateful to

know it: alarmed witnesses had their

their en'orts elsewh
On the other hand, in the early hours
of October 29, 1993, somethjng took
e at St Au: ste!l in Cornwall, which I
was utterly at a loss to explain. The
witness was 8 young naval cadet from
jus Britannia Royal Naval
Da:tmouth, 40 miles away.
He had 20-20 vision and was trajned in
careful observation.

He saw a bright object, g
in the sky over nearby houses, as m
hovered silently over a sports fleld
behind his home. In this position its
shape was clearly that of a disc and it
appeared solid, with a battery of
different-coloured lights and three
protrusions on its underside. The top

d to turn anti-clockwi:

CHOING the story of the
appearance of angels to
Zacharias, or Mary and
Joseph in the New Testa-
ment, the witness claimed that he
rece!ved telepathic messages of t~

g, umghimnottobe . The

’s lights had by this time gone ou’r.

ancl it hovered in front of a set of

3 80 yards from
resumably a rook or cmw, ﬂew close
the object, then plummeted to the
ground. A bright light glowed on the
underside of the craft and it shot, ver-
tically upwards at great speed

‘The cadet ran to wake his family.
They saw the bird on the ound but
no sign of the craft. Even the bird had
gone by seven the next mom!n The
cadet was confused by what he had
seen. He reported the incident to th
local police at Launceston, the next
day. They, in turn, contacted me and
put the cadet in touch with local
Ufologist, Doug Cooper, who phoned
me to discuss the case.

The cadet had also told his supertors
at the naval college about his experi-
ence. They alle told him to keep
quiet. Doug Cooper obviously believed
that this, in itself, implied some cover-
up. 1 suspected that the advice was
well meant, designed to shield the
cadet from the ridicule of colleagues.
In any event, no one from the college
spoke to me. e g was clear
enough and the large bird, at least,
was witnessed by several people Iwas
not able to come up with any

MONDAY: What are the UFOs
doing and who controls them?

explanatlun — and neither was anyone

Disturbing as that was for the yo
man, it was by no means the mos
painful experience I had reported to

woman whose husband had been

tg in the Quantock Hills in Som-
erset, four years earlier, intent on pho-
tographing the scenery.

The sky was clear, the air still. This is
one of those cases where the time
lapse could ortunate, yet, even
so, the woman’s memory was vivid and
80 was that of her husband. He had
heard a deep rumbling sound, ahead of
him and above, and saw & hu black
craft moving fowards him, its body
saucer-shaped but with two bat-like

one on each side.

It hovered for about five minutes,
close enough for the witness to see
that the main fuselage had two decks
anacll( a dgme on if:&;l)n He m even
make out a small e, We some
kind of helmet, througﬁ the windows
n one of the decks. The craft flew
irectly overhead, no more than 50 ft
bove the land. ctively, he threw
imself to the ground and as the
shadow passed over him, he felt a
burning sensation. When he got home,

e dis ed that his clothes had

h
been singed.

TP a0

VER THE next two years, the

witness’s health deterlorat-

ed, Like Antonio Micas Boas,

the first known abductee (in
1957 he cla:mecl to have had sex witha
female alien) the Quantocks man
found it difficult to eat and exg%ﬂ-
enced waves of extreme nausea,
time to time. He also had severe pain
in his head and back. Perhaps unfor-
tunately, the witness told his GP the
story of the black craft and the doctor
immediately suspected psychoso-
matic symptoms and mentat illness.

The witness'’s wife was terrified that

he was suffering from radiation sick-
ness and would die, unless somebody
ﬁ;)uld help. Radiation sickness is

such as gamma, X-rays and ultraviolet,
can cause nausea, vomiting, hair loss,
diarrhoea, headaches, lowered resist-
ance to infection, and skin burns.

The problem for doctors is that many
of thege symptoms have other causes
too. Only a GP of some vision and
sympathy would make the necessary
connection in this case.

It was clear from the lady’s letter
that she and her husband wanted n
publicity. They simply needed help
and treatment and were desperate.
Her husband had lost his job and she
fe he would lose his life.

My bosses were not keen on proac-
tive investigations but I could not
ignore this cry for help. If I was unable
to intervene directly — man's
health had no implications for the
defence of the re (though I would
dispute that) — at least I now had the
contacts who could.

I shared my concerns with BUFORA
(the British UFO Research cin-
tion), who agreed that the main
priority was to save the witness’s life
and that the couple were not overstat-
ing the case. One of their top
researchers intervened with the

witness’s doctor, having contacted Dr
Rima Laibow of New York, from the
organisation TREAT (Treatment and

Research into Experienced Anoma-
lous Trauma), The man’s medical
records are, quite rightly, confidential.
‘That said, I am aware that he was
treabed a.nd recovered.

lanation was ever found for
t.hat black craft over the Quantocks.
Perhaps the man who had seen it
would rather it stayed that way.

2

IT IS incidents like these, for which —
t.% as I might — I could find no scien-
tific explanation, that changed my
view of the world. By the time I ceased
to be UFQ desk officer at Secretariat
(Air Staff) 2a, 1 had formed the view
that unidentified flying objects were
potentially the most important issue
currently facing the human race and
tﬂllllat the military would be in the front

e.
W ABRIDGED exiract from Open
Skies, Closed Minds by Nick Pope and
M.J. Trow published by Simon &
Schuster on June 3, £14.99. © Nick Pope
and M.J. Trow 1996.




Page 30

FOR THREE years Nick Pope was Britain’s
man in charge of investigating UFOs. In that
time he logged hundreds of sightings of
UFOs and aliens and found enough evidence
to turn him from a sceptic into a believer.
Now in an astonishing new book Nick Pope
suggests that visits by extra-terrestrials are
linked to the abduction and examination of
humans and mutilation of animals and may
be part of an alien attempt to create a hybrid
creature. The implications for the world order
are terrifying. If they are out there, where are
they? It could mean that some humans are
not as they seem . ..

E ARE not alone. The message
was clear. The weird geological
formation, the luring of people
into the desert and the bright
white light all lent a magical glow

to a Steven Spielberg film.

Its title introduced to a large public what had until
then been a technical term used only by serious stu-
dents of unidentified flying objects: a close encounter
gﬁ’i the Third Kind, one that involves the appearance of

€15,

In my three years as UFO desk officer at
Secretartat (Air Staff) 2a, part of the
Ministry of Defence, I became very famil-
iar with the reports of such phenomena
as well as close encounters of the First
Kind — something unidentified at close
range; the Second Kind — one in which
the UFO interacts with the environment,
leaving tangible evidence, such as a
depression in the ground; and the Fourth
Kind — one which involves human
abduction by aliens,

I began my tour of duty in 1991 as &
sceptic about the possibility of the exist-
ence of UFOs, By the time I left, my
studies of the history of the subject, as
well as the evidence I had received in
reports of sightings and experiences from
British citizens, had convinced me of the
existence of UFOs and of aliens.

But 1 did not share Spielberg’s opti-
mism. My conclusions are far from reas-
suring. I believe there is a war going on, a
one-sided war so secret that we aren’t
even aware that it is happening.

‘We have seen examples of aircraft being
brought down or disappearing in myste-
rious ecircumstances, of people being
taken against their will under some form
of hypnosis and subjected to terrifying
pseudo-medical examinations for
unknown purposes. We have seen cattle
butchered and mutilated in our fields and
people becoming seriously ill with all the
symptoms of radiation poisoning.

If any of these occurrences could be
proven to be the result of human action,
and their perpetrators were caught and
convicted, they would face long prison
sentences. In some parts of the world
they would face death. If any of these
incidents can be attributed to an alien
presence, then that presence is carrying
out what can only be described as crimes
against humanity.

&
-

OVER the past 35 years, there have been
thousands of reports of abduction by
aliens and there is a strong vein of sirni-
larity runming through them.

The typical alien, known as the Grey,
stands about 31:ft high, with a hugely dis-
torted head and cadaverous arms and
legs. The nose and mouth are vestigial,
but the eyes burn deep into the collective
memories of abductees, They are large
and black, with no discernible pupils,
rather like those of an insect. Many
describe the hypnotic qualities or calm-
ing effect of those eyes,

‘The abductees feel themselves immobi-
lised by a blinding white or bluefwhite
light and a sense of floating from a bed or
car into a round, white room resembling
an operating theatre. There they are sub-
Jjected to physical examination which can
be painful and often includes the removal
of ova and sperm.

There are numerous reports of the

by NICK POPE

implantetion of a small metallic object
into a nostril and the execution of opera-
tions using thin, delicate probes, very like
what we now call keyhole surgery.

Actual communication is rare and the
general memory is that the aliens have no
feelings of any kind towards their human
captives and regard them rather as we
regard our laboratory rats.

There is a tendenecy among ufologists to
accept that much of this abduction is
related to some kind of breeding pro-
gramme. Two out of three abductees are
fernale and some claim to have conceived
alien babies which have been removed
before birth during a subsequent abdue-
tion. Others s%y they were re-abducted
and introduced to listless, hybrid chil-
dren, presumably their own, with whom
they were encouraged to bond.

However, one of the most lucld exam-
ples of this extra-terrestrial stud farming
comes from a man, It happened in 1957,
but the story did not reach the English-
speaking world until 1985.

NTONIQ VILLAS-BOAS

was a 23-year-old farm

labourer living near the town

of Sao Francisco de Sales in
Brazil. He and his brother had witnessed
bright lights in the sky twice before, but
on this occasion Villas-Boas was alone
ploughing his field when he was grabbed
by aliens and carried, struggling, into
their pear-shaped craft.

According to Villas-Boas, the only
sounds the aliens made were low barks
and yelps, neither very clear nor very
hoarse, some longer, some shorter, at
times containing several different sounds
at once and at other times ending in a
quaver. I can't reproduce them. My voice
isn’t made for that.”

He was smeared with a thick liquid,
some of his biood was taken and he was

ed to have sex with a female human-
oid about 4%ft tall. She was not a Grey.
Her eyes were blue and elongated, her
hair almost white. Her mouth was a slit
and her ears small. She had a very slim
body with heavy thighs and bright red
hair in her armpits and groin. She
grunted and bit him gently on the chin
onee or twice. When the others called her
away, she pointed to her belly and then to
the sky.

‘When Villas-Boas was examined by Dr
Fontes of Rio de Janeiro in February
1958, there were still scars on his face and
other parts of his body. The symptoms

People who've met allens
usually describe large eyes,
small mouth, nose and sars
— uncannily, very like a

human foetus (right)

Victims report a night-time
encounter on a lonely road
with a mystery craft...

| -

seemed similar to those of radiation poi-
soning. Villas-Boas was interrogated
quite roughly by the Brazilian military
authorities. Yet he has never wavered
from the details of his story.

Another famous encounter was that
reported by Betty and Barney Hill in
September 1961 when they were on holi-
day in New Hampshire in America. Betty
spoke of seeing figures inside a pancake-
shaped hovering object. Later, neither of
the Hills could account for several hours
of ‘missing time’. But Betty’s dreams
seemed to continue where her conscious
memories of the night left off.

She and Barney were stopped on the
road by 11 men, the crew of the craft
whose lights they had seen. They were
taken on board the ship and each was
subjected to a physical examination. In
Betiy's case samples were taken of her
hair, her earwax, scrapings from her skin.
A long needle was inserted into her navel
as a sort of pregnancy test and she found
herself discussing the universe (of which
she knew very litfle) and the human con-
cept of time with the crew leader,

Artists’ impressions made to the Hills'
specifications show bald-headed beings
with mere indentations for ears, large,
lidless eyes and vestigial noses.

What is the likely truth behind so many

stories of alien abduction? It is incon-
ceivable that everyone is lying. The obvi-
ous attractions of fame and fortune may
well have induced a few, but the majority
of abductees are not seeking to sell their
stories; neither do they erave publicity. In
fact, a high proportion of them insist that
there can be no publicity.

Of course, some of those who claim
close encounters may be mentally ill.
Temporal lobe disorders can result in
delusions that might explain some
abduction storles. A’ common explana-
tion offered these days is that many of the
abductees — the females especially - are
reliving an incident of childhood sexual
abuse.

Perhaps. But one can, of course, stand

his argument on its head. John Mack,
professor of psychiatry at Harvard Medi-
cal School, whose theories have created a
storm among ufologists and therapists
alike, did just that.

At first highly sceptical and dismissive
of abductees and their supporters, Mack
is unusual among the scientific establish-
ment in that he gave them the chance, as
it were, to prove their case. Not only does
he now helieve that some abductions are
genuine, he has postulated the theory
that some cases of apparent sexual ahuse
are actually examples of alien abduction.

L
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Are humans used for alien
stud-farming? A Brazilian
farmworker described how he was
snatched and taken aboard a
space-craft, examined (main
picture) and forced to have sex with
a strange humanoid form (above)

Betty and Barney Hill, who were
‘missing’ for hours, reported that
aliens experimented on them

each perso

merits, rathe

'he animal’s flesh had been ripped from
> neck backwards along the body, yet
re was no blood on the ground. There
Are no signs of a struggle and no tracks
icating who or what might be respon-
le. Burn marks were found nearby,
ich shared traces of radioactivity.

£in autopsy revealed that the cuts on
2 horse’s body had been caused by
nething that generated huge amounts
'heat, which could only have been a
‘er. Some of the mare’s internal organs
1 been removed.

UST as UFO sightings before

1967 are sporadic and the

Call now records have not always sur-
vived, so we have no idea

' sther animal mutilations of this type

firred earlier. Perhaps they weren’t
RSBl rted. Certainly, unlike the death of
y, the Colorado mare, they didn’t

The e the headlines.
t just as Kenneth Arnold’s ‘saucer’
a member of tha PN in 1947 led to the public aware-
The Insurance 53 Of the UFQ phenomenon, so Lady’s
1ghter created an awareness that
ething was going on, in Colorado at

least. Reports multiplied, reaching a
peak during the Seventies, not just in the
U.S. but all over the world.

Horses, sheep and cattle were the most
common targets. Most of the examples
have certain common denominators —
despite horrific mutilations, there was no
blood on the ground; internal organs had
been removed; and, perhaps most signifi-
cant of all, so had the genitalia, irrespec-
tive of the animal’s sex.

In 1993, the animal mutilation problem
reached Britain. At various places across
the South of England there was an out-
break of attacks on horses. Families were
shocked and distressed to find their pets
lying in paddocks with their genitals
slashed. The police assumed that the
culprit must be a pervert, someone not
unlike the strange anti-hero of Peter
Schaffer’s play Equus, but no culprit has
ever been found.

The scale of the problem remains
unknown. Unlike the UFO phenomenon,
which has its extremist cranks and is
thus newsworthy, and crop circles, which
have a natural beauty and charm, irre-
spective of how they are made, the muti-
lation of animals is abhorrent. Most of the
coverage lies in local newspaper libraries
and UFO literature. There is no central

+ Daily Mail, Monday, May 13, 1996

FFICIAL UFO WATCHER POSES A DISTURBING QUESTION ABOUT ALIEN VISITORS

want from us?

register. As with UFO sightings, it may
well be that what has been reported is
merely the tip of the iceberg. Where
reports are made, the first port of call is
usually the police. Animals are valuable
to farmers and cherished by families as
pets, particularly among the British, who
pride themselves on being a nation of
animal-lovers. In the U.S,, of course, the
likelihood of animals being attacked by
natural predators is greater than it is in
Britain.

Putting aside for the moment the pos-
sible existence of Surrey pumas and their
ilk, our natural predators are the fox,
birds of prey and, in remote parts of
Scotland, the wildcat. A strong horse or
cow need have no fear of any of these,
although sheep, and especially lambs,
have been taken by all of them as well as
by dogs.

The U.S., by contrast, has the coyote,
cougar, wolverine, bear and a larger range
of birds of prey than we do, all of which
pose more of a threat to livestock.

ARMERS have lost their

stock to predators for centu-

ries, but the peculiar charac-

teristics of these slaughters
had never been seen before. Most preda-
tors go for the throat, sometimes the
hindquarters, while chasing a prey. They
do not kill for sport but to eat, and in
most cases little except the head and the
odd bone is left afterwards.

But many of the carcasses of the muti-
lated animals were found intact and the
usual scavengers seem to have left them
alone. Normally a crow, for instance, will
peck out the eyes of a dead lamb before
starting to tear flesh from the body, but
no such damage was evident in these
corpses.

Even maggots were absent. The blow-
flies that feed on rotting carcasses and
lay the eggs which develop into maggots
— hundreds of thousands of them per
carcass, which continue to feed on the
flesh while they develop — were avoiding
the mutilated animals.

All this flies in the face of nature and
suggests that some other, unknown fac-
tor is at work. So, to a much greater
degree, does the precision with which the
animals were mutilated and the absence
of blood. A predator rips with its jaws or
cllrlawksi,11 leaving blood and entrails around

e kill.

If predators were not responsible, the
police surmised, what about satanic
cults? The old religion which pre-dates
Christianity involved appeasing the Lord
of Darkness. The notion of animal and
even human sacrifice is common to many
primitive cultures and despite the growth
and spread of Christianity, it has never
quite disappeared.

Discoveries of slaughtered animals were
regarded as just another grim piece of
evidence of some nauseating sect. And
America, of course, has more of those per
square inch than any other country.

Rewards were offered, investigations
launched. They yielded nothing. Not even
satanists, for all the diabolical help they
may have received at their sabbats, were
able to stab or cut up animals without
drawing blood, and no goat-horned cult
leader seemed to have access to a laser.
Here police inspiration came to an end.

In their book Alien Animals, British
researchers Janet and Colin Bord cite a
number of instances in which there
seems to be a link between animals and
UFOs. Reports of UFO sightings in the
U.S. and South Africa also mention a
black dog, for centuries a sign of death or
impending doom.

In a spate of animal mutilations in
Puerto Rico between February and July
1975, owners heard loud screechings and
what sounded like the flapping of gigan-
tic wings in the dark. In an astonishing
case in the Rocky Mountains, again in
1975, just about every conceivable alien
phenomenon occurred in a single

incident. Cattle mutilations were accom-
panied by an untraceable humming
sound, in the sky and on the ground; ‘en-
tities’ inside and outside ranch houses;
disembodied voices; even a Bigfoot-type
animal snuffling through woods nearby.

The Bords raise the legitimate question
of whether blood is the real link, and
whether it might be tied in with the
human abduction experiences which now
abound. Isn’t it likely that aliens will be
as fascinated by cattle, sheep and horses
as they are by us?

What are we to make of the sexual
mutilation of animals? Many abductees
refer to medical and sexual examinations,
of the navel, rectum and vagina, for
instance. This has led to speculation
about some alien attempt to mate with
humans in order to create a hybrid
creature.

But one might also draw the conclusion
that if abduction stories are simply the

rationalisation of some deep sexual psy-

chosis (notice how like an unborn baby a
typical description of a Grey sounds),
inevitably there is going to be a lot of dis-
cussion about genitals. On the other
hand, if a genetic experiment is under
way, why should it be confined to
humans?

We have no evidence at the moment of
human mutilations, although many who
undergo the most dramatic abduction
experiences tell of physical pain followed
by vomiting as well as psychological
trauma.

Is this lack of mutilation simply a mat-
ter of differentiation — that as a higher
species we are not subjected to it, per-
haps because, whether we realise it or
not, we can cornmunicate with aliens? Or
is it, as some allege, that the world’s gov-
ernments have done a deal with extrater-
restrials and are tacitly allowing animal
mutilations to take place as part of what-
ever technological exchange has been
worked out, a deal whereby animals may
be mutilated and killed as long as
humans are abducted only temporarily
and returned alive?

ECAUSE the link between

ufology and mutilations is

obscure and little discussed

outside the U.S., I received
no reports of mutilation from the public
during my three years as UFO officer, and
nor would I have expected to. However,
ufologists who were aware of the link did
get in touch with me.

My official line had to be that mutila-
tions were a matter for the police or per-
haps the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food (MAFF).

Actually, one of the letters I received on
a UFO sighting came from someone who
happened to work for MAFF. We met and
pushed things a little further. My contact
made a number of discreet inquiries of
MAFF’s network of veterinary experts,
who are not directly employed by the
ministry but carry out various tasks for
them around the country. Some of them
admitted to having unsolved mutilation
cases on their books.

It was clear to me that urgent studgrgf
the mutilation problem was needed, t
to assess its true extent, then to try to
provide a solution to the mystery. The
only organisation centrally involved was
MAFF, and it had no database of cases.
Instead, like too many UFO sightings,
reports were probably filed away in the
memory banks of some computer.

I found this disturbing and, what is

more, I was becoming deeply concerned
that if aliens could sneak onto our land
and single out and mutilate animals in
the most horrific way, the Ministry of
Defence did indeed have a problem on its
hands.
W ABRIDGED extract from Open Skies,
Closed Minds by Nick Pope and M. J.
Trow, published by Simon & Schuster on
June 3 at £14.99. © Nick Pope and M. J.
Trow 1996.

TOMORROW: THE ALIEN AUTOPSY

THAT WAS KEPT SECRET FOR YEARS
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I still smoke, but my cigarette has broken the habit

IT COULD change the atmos-
phere around smokers for good.

A tobacco company has produced
a cigarette that produces virtually
no smoke or ash.

Called Eclipse, it is said to reduce
passive smoke by nearly 90 per
cent, leaving only a trace of tobacco
odour. Soon to be on sale in Brit-
ain, it works by burning a carbon

By HARRIET SWAIN

tip to heat air which passes
through a tube containing tobacco
and glycerine.

When smokers inhale, the hot air
vaporises the glycerine, releasing
nicotine and tar from the tobacco
without igniting it. The result is
that the cigarette does not burn

down, produces no ash and leaves
fingers, teeth and walls stain free.

It is said to last about as long as a
normal cigarette and cost much the
same. Smokers simply exhale a puff
of vapour which disappears almost
instantly.

Manufacturer R J Reynolds —
which has carried out trials in
America, Germany and Sweden —

says it also contains less nicotine
and tar. The company believes the
new cigarette will help rescue smok-
ers from ‘victimisation’ by the anti-
smoking lobby.

It is the firm’s second attempt to
produce a smokeless cigarette. In
the Eighties it developed Premier at
a cost of £210million, but smokers
said it lacked flavour. The British

a%téi—smoking organisation ASH
was sceptical abodut any health ben-
efits. But Marjorie Nicholson, direc-
tor of the smoking rights group
FOREST, welcomed the move.

‘It would mean that anti-smokers
would have to be honest about
whether they just don’t like smoke
or want to stop people smoking
altogether,’ she said.

You're a
road Hogg
say angry

OTHER IN LORRY ROW AS NOISE ANNOYS HIS NEIGHBOURS

villagers

By LUKE HARDING

WHILE Agriculture Minister Doug-
las Hogg battles with the mad cow
issue, his younger brother has given
his angry neighbours something to

beef about.

James Hogg is being accused of
destroying the tranquillity of the beau-
tiful village where he has made his home
by running a business which generates

traffic.

One resident claimed that when they
protested about his activities, the Old
Etonian and former Grenadier Guards
officer treated them as if they were ‘wear-
ing smocks and had ploughs’. He says

their complaints are ‘bunkum’.

At the heart of the row is a marine
spares distribution firm 44-year-old
Mr Hogg has set up in the grounds
of his home, an ancient priory at
Wherwell, near Andover, Hamp-
shire, which he bought five years
ago.

Villagers say it has led to heavy
goods vehicles thundering through

he narrow lanes and past the clus-
ters of thatched cottages in the
conservation area.

When some complained to the
local council, it emerged Mr Hogg

did not have planning permission
for the business. He has now put in
an application, which will be heard
this month. But the villagers are
determined to thwart his plans.

So far, 55 have objected and the
parish council has expressed its
concern. Locals are even more
determined to fight since Mr
Hogg’s appearance at a noisy pro-
test meeting when 100 angry villag-
g’fn demanded an inquiry into his

Critics claim he treated them like

Top: Wherwell’'s
thatched cottages
Above: James Hogg,
photographed in 1972
Right: An elderly
resident pulls her dog
out of the path of a
lorry leaving Mr
Hogg’s estate

Below: The priory, Mr
Hogg’s home

children. Chartered surveyor Tom
O’Connor said: ‘“There are four doc-
tors, a judge and many other pro-
fessional and well-educated people
who are objecting.

‘And yet James Hogg treated the
population as if they were wearing
smocks and had ploughs. Wherwell
is an extremely ancient piece of
undisturbed England and we are
objecting to the changes being
made.

‘The priory has survived so much
over the centuries and has ended

up being turned into an industry. I
think this constitutes the first his-
torical threat to the village in
centuries.’

Mr Hogg set up his firm, Simplex
Turbulo, from offices and a store on
his 90-acre estate, which has its
own deer park and trout-filled
stretch of the Test.

INlustrator and mother of four
Janet Marsh, 44, protested to Test
Valley borough council. ‘We hardly
have a moment’s peace as lorries
rumble past five days a week,’ she
said yesterday.

‘It has become unbearable. When
you buy a house in a conservation
area you expect that area to be
conserved.’

Another villager said: ‘I decided
to add my name to the list of pro-
testers after I saw an old lady being
squeezed against the side of the
bridge by a huge lorry. She was
nearly knocked into the river.’

Yesterday, Mr Hogg dismissed
claims of increased traffic as ‘bun-
kum’ and said only 11 lorries had

made deliveries in the first three
months of this year.

He claimed the Marshes had con-
ducted a vendetta against him and
that at the parish meeting a hard
core of 15 people refused to hear
him speak.

‘There is a general grievance in
the village, much of which has
nothing to do with me,” he said.
“There is not one letter of complaint
to the council which has a single
fact attached.’

Mr Hogg upset villagers soon after
he bought the priory, parts of which
date back to Saxon times. As own-
er, he holds the title of deputy rec-
tor to the village. But he
immediately cancelled the annual
church fete, held on the priory
lawns for generations.

Yesterday, Mr Hogg said the fete
was inconvenient at the time
because he and his wife Clare, and
their children Thomas-Neil, five,
and Domini, seven, had not yet
moved in. He added that it was ‘a
rather old-fashioned, feudal thing’.
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