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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE aoe 3

HEADQUARTERSUNITED STATES AIR FORCE ~~ Lil

WASHINGTON

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF

17TH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE, NEW MEXICO

DR/web

File Nos (28-4) - 29 December 1919

SUBJECT: Green fireball sighted by lr MQM, near ticIntosh,
New Mexico, on 27 November 1919
SPECIAL INQUIRY = Unconventional Aircraft

{7
£0

7: §. Commanding General 09 n gw
Air Materiel Command 7 41 T —
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base w
Dayton, Ohio

ATIN: MCIA#HO=5

TAXA |
le Reference is made to previous reports concerning the sichting

of unidentified aerial objects in the West Texas = New Mexico = Arizona

areae

2. Attached are two (2) copies of Report of Investigation by Spe-
cjal Agent RUSSELL 0. WOMACK, Jr, of this office, dated 29 November 19,9,
concerning a sighting of this nature. .

3e This district will contime to forward all reports of ‘this type
to your headquarters.

1 Incl

' Rpt of Inv (dup) It Col, USAF

District Commander
=DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERV ABS;

DOD DIR 5200.10 /

NCLASSIFIED pe

gouepENtial.
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CORRENTE UNCLASSIFIED -
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE FILE NO.
THE INSPECTOR GENERALOFFICEOF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS _ (2h-8) = 29 November 1919

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 8/a RUSSELL 0. WOMACK, JR
TITLE REPORT MADE AT

UNKNOWN oy oe Cg RENE DO # 17, Kirtland Ars
Sighted by ir near PERIOD
McIntosh, New Mexico, on 27 Nov 19h9 28 November 19,9

—___D0# 17, Kirtland arp
STATUS

SPECIAL INQUIRY = Unconventional Aircraft

AFCSI letter No. 85; Headquarters OSI file 2-185

_ Ab about 1800 hours MST 27 Novenber 1949 1x BE observed a
— ey Near McIntosh, New lexico. At the time of the sighting

was in an aircraft at approximately 2000 feet altitude. Theph which appeared to resemble a signal flare and was visible for
about one second, descended to the earth in a vertical path and ap=
parently burned oute

DISTRIBUTION : ACTION COPY FORWARDED TO FILE STAMP

Comnand General
CG AD ATTN: MCIAXO-3 Air Materiel Command

(Action copies) 2 | Wright-Patterson AF Base

Hq OSI

CO, Holloman AFB

FBI, El Paso, Texas

File

ryt Oo-208 AFOSI Form 4, 23 Jul 48, which may be ent. 16—57744-1 =U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

COMI Eire
- ao



CO UNCLASSIFIED
DETAILS:

‘AT HOLLOMAN AFB, NEW MEXICO

le Interviewed Mr. GRC, Parachute Engineer, Head-

quarters, AMC, regarding an observation by him of a Green Light in the
sky. Mw furnished the following information.

‘ae Date of sighting: 27 November 1949.
be Time of sighting: Approximately 1800 hours MST

©. Place of observer: In aircraft at 105° 47* longitude
and 35° 10* latitude.

G@. Number of objects: One

@. Observable Celestial Phenomena: Nothing unusual.
ff. Distance of object from observer:

(2) Horizontally: 10 to 20 miles; 190° Azimuth
2) Angle above Horizon: Unable to determine; observer

was above object.

(3) Altitude: Less than 2000 ft (altitude of plane at time
of sighting = 2000 ft).

@- Time in Sight: Approximately 1 second.

h. Appearance of Object:

{3} Color: Green like a one-star signal flare.
Shapes: Same as flare above.

f3} Apparent construction: None
4) Size: Same as signal flare.

4. Direction of Flight: Vertical

je Tactics or maneuvers: Vertical Descent.

‘ke Evidence of Exhaust; None

le Effect on Clouds: No clouds.

m Lights: None, except it appeared to be the same intensity

as a one-star signal flare. :

ne Supportss None ”

©. Propulsion: Falling o
pe Control and Stability: Not applicable.

qe Air ducts: Not applicable. :
fe Speed: Same as falling signal flare.

8. Sound: None

t. Manner of disappearance: Same as signal flare.

2. The following are this agent's observations concerning the observer:

be Address: New Carlisle, Ohio.
©. Occupation: Se, | ae

° Hq, A.M.C. and as such

has had great amount of experience with signal flares.

‘UNCLASSIFIED



ad. Place of business: Headquarters, AMC

@. Hobbies: Boating

f. Ability to determine: Excellent

g- Reliability of observer: Apparently excellent.

h. Former sightings: None

i. How attention was drawn to object: Falling light

— j- Degree of fatigue: None

3. WORE stated that there were no other witnesses.

4. A check with the Base Weather Detachment, Holloman AFB,

New Mexico, revealed that weather conditions in the vicinity of

McIntosh, New Mexico, were normal at 1800 hours on 27 November 1949.

5. A check with the Operations & Projects Division, Holloman

AFB, New Mexico, revealed that there had been no unusual radar sighting

nor had there been any testing devices released which could account for

the phenomenon, on 27 November 1949. Captain ei ey
Pilot of the aircraft from which the object was observed, stated that

they received no radar inductions or unusual noises on the radio circuits.

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -
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DEPARTLGNT OF THE AIR FORCE UNCLASS'STeh 7J
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORGE

WASHINGTON

THE INSPECTOR GZNERAL USAF

17TH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE, NEW LEXICO

DRAreb

File No: (2-8) = 7 13 Jarmary 1950

SUBJECT: "FIREBALI', 27 November 1949, at 1749 hours, observed by

Lt Col CHARLES E. LANCASTER, dr, We W. JONES and Lt JOHN W. RAPP

SPECIAL INQ IRY =- Unconventional Aircraft

TOs Commanding General 5

Air Materiel Command {\0 9
Wright—Patterson Air Force Base h yf
Dayton, Ohio 4
ATTN: MCIAXO-3 - wl

le Reference is made to previous reports from this Cisieias con=
cerning sightings of unidentified aerial objects.

2. Attached are two (2) copies of a Report of Investigation by

Special Agent Melvin E. Nee? of this office, dated 5 January 1949, sub-

ject as above.

3- This district will contimie to forward reports of sichtings

of this nature to ymm headquarters.

1 Inci He RES
Rpt of Inv (dup) Lt Col, USAF

Sidney District. Commander

Lyi ‘ mien

—s) ~
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE FILE NO. oars

THE INSPECTOR GENER =8) =ornes or SPECIAL qnvarneaTions A 84e8) BY z 5 le
|REPORT OF INVESTIGATION | S/A_MELY Nit a

TITLE REPORT MADE AT

: _i7th_ DO, Kirtland AFB wal

"FIREBALL", 27 November 1949, at 1749 PERIOD
Hours, Observed By: (See Page Noe 2). _5 December 1949 __ Hs ea

. : OFFICE OF ORIGIN

17th DO, KirtlandAFB
STATUS

CLOSED

CHARACTER

SPEC AL INQUIRYSa Ds Orie nana
REFERENCE

AFCS later los 85, He Oise of Spaeial tamatigations, Ble Nos 2401855000
SYNOPSIS

This investigation is based upon information received from Lt Col

CHARLES E.. LANCASTER, Jr-, Deputy Base Commander, Kirtland Air

Force Bases Persons sighting subject interviewed and information

set out in Details herein.

DISTRIBUTION ——~S~S~S "a ACTION COPY FORWARDED TO ee te se

20G, ALC 2 Commanding General
(Action Copies) Air Materiel Command

| right Patterson AFB
HQ OSI -. 2 | Dayton, Ohio

| ATTN: MCIAXO-3
FBI, ALSUQUERCUE 1

(Info copy) litasaiiiabladsinaiilt -

“APPROVED | Cony

vA ACO; KIRTLAND AFB Red D a o'> werf AR or i
| -

FILE 2: | |
DOYLE eas JiULAQOI

ae Lt Col, USAF -
District Commander.

<FHQ FORM
tan 49, O-2O8 ReplacesAFCSI Form 4, 23 Jul

16-577 44-1 U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE



TITLE

aha eo UNCLASSIFIED.
(Continued) |

. Lt Col CHARLES BE. " LANCASTER, Ite.
‘- Deputy Base Commander, Kirtland Air Force Base, Ne Me.

- Observed from: Socorro, sts Mexico.
4

SEP aw tae‘fs

og he

.

it:Wow. JONES. nee |
“Chief. Controller.

"© Air Traffic ‘Controke.
Civil. Aeronautics Administration. ; .

“Observed from Control Tower, Kirtland Air Force Bass, Ne M.

lst*Lt JOHN W. RAPP

2305Ne Solano Street
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Observed from Winslow, Arizona.
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UNCLASSIFIED

1. This investigation predicated upon information received from Lt Col

CHARLES E. LANCASTER, Jr., Deputy Base Commander, Kirtland Air Force Base,

New Mexicoe ..LANCASTER advised that while enroute to Albuquerque from El Paso,

Texas, in the vicinity of Socorro, New Mexico, on 27 November 1949, at 1749,

“ he observeda green "Fireball" that appeared to fall near Albuquerque.

DETAILS:

AT KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE

This ts" a* soint investigation conducted by. Special Agent “JAMRS Ne
ae KERRICK and the writers

Se On 5 December 1949; ut Col ‘CHARLES Ee LANCASTER, Jre, Deputy Base
-~. Commander, Kirtland Air For ce Base, was interviewed and the following infor mae

_ tion obtained.-

ae Sighted at 1749 hours,27 November 1949.

b. Sighted from Socorro, New Mexicoe

Ge One object observed.

ad. Driving in general direction of observation.

e- Direction from observer =

Appeared - 10° True (EST)

, Disappeared = 5° True ’
_f. Angle of elevation - :

3Appeared = 40°~

Disappeared = 10°
Ze Approximately 75 miles from observer. —
he Time in sight - 5 seconds, possibly longer

ie Color = pale green to pale blue.

4 Size. of object — compared to -shooting star the size of @ match heade.

; it was as largs as awashtube

Ke Shape - round.
le Construction +unknown.. ‘

m» Direction of flight -arced,. East to est.
a, Maneuver ~ none...

Oe Trail - 10 « 15 miles in length.
‘= + De No clouds.- eek Sih

Qs. Luminosity - Bright. %
re.No apparent projections or depressions.

se .No visible means of propulsion. Z

t. Speed - Slower than meteor.

ue No sound or odor.

ve Faded out gradually.

we Colonel LANCASTER studied astronomy while in college and is
considered very reliable. He stated this object was

definitely not a meteorite. pee,
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4. On.30 November 1949, 1st Lt JOHN W. RAPP, 2505 Ne Solano Street,
Albuquerque, New Mexico, was interviewed and the following information ob-

taineds

Be “Object sighted at 1749 hours, on 27 November 1949.
be Object observed from 35° 05 N, 110° 50' E.
Ge. One object observed.

de: “Attracted by bright flash.
6e.. Direction from observer = 3 o'clock.

‘fo. Angle of elevation = 350°

ge - Distance from observer ~ unknown.
he Time-in sight «3 - 4 seconds.

ie Color = bright. blue white.

‘je Size = egg at arms length.- ;

ke Shape = egg shape, large end foremost.
me Construction of object - unknown.

ne Direction of flight - East to West.

oe No tactics or maneuvers.

pe . Long orange trail of sparks.

qe No clouds. jute

re Luminosity - like a phosphorus flare.

s- No projections or depressions observed.

t. No visible means of propulsion.

ue Speed=- 3 - 4 seconds to cover 15° - 20°,

‘We No sound or odore

we. Manner jof disappearance - dwindled out. :

x» Lt RAPP is considered to be reliable and appears: éelf-assured.

5 On 12 December 1949, Mr. W. W. JONES, Chief Controller, Air Traffic
Control, civil Aeronautics Acministration, Kirtland Air Force Base, ‘was
i viewed and the following» information was obtainedsog 

ah
d

Qe Object. was observed at 1749 hours on 27 November 1949. —.
De ore se observed from 106° 36°B, 35°4' N. control tower at

kirtland Air Force Base.

&» .Only-cne odject-was observed.

d. Attention attracted by flashof light.

.8. Direction from observer -

Appeared -. 165°

Migsary Ot ah Disappeared - 170°
f. Angle of elevation - einer *

erases be ; Appeared: - * §0

Disappeared = 7.9?

c. Distance from observer = unknowm.

he Time in signt = 1 - 2 seconds.

3. Color of object - blue white, magnesium flare.

je Size of object = lead pencil eraser at arms length.

ke Apparent construction = unimown.

1. Direction of flight - 165° to 170° from North.

SG LAS

Cain > :
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me Tactics or maneuvers = Sloping descent.

ne Evidence of trail or exhaust = none observed.

O« - Effect on clouds = no clouds.

pe ‘:Luminosity =-bright as magnesium flare.

' Qe Projections and depressions = none observed. ia

re: Means of. propulsion - none observed.

8:Speed of object:= 5 to 7 degrees per second.

-t.. “Sound or odor.= none. .

“We» Manner of disappearance = went out, then cams on in smaller
mh ti size, same brilliance, then sputtered out. ~ |

Ve. Mrs:W. W. JONES: has in the past proven to be a very reliable
ue observer « , “

~ CLOSED -

he eee


