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APPENDIX VII
Nenana, Alagka - 22 January 1952

I, DESCRIPTION OF INCILENT

At 10202 on 22 January 1952, a radar station at Murphy's Dome, Alas:sa,
observed an unidentified radar return, The target was goling away fron the
station on an aziimth of 2109, at a speed of about 1500 mph wvhen first ob-
served but appeared to reverse its direction and returned toward the station.
dhe set was adjusted so that the target could be cbserved as it closed in on
the station but after this change was nade the target was egain observed, how-
ever, at about its coripinal location, and egain going away frcn the gt=tiion,
Just before it faded, it appeared to te maxing a turn back toward the stztion.

At 1030Z an F-94 was airbtorne to search for the object. At this ti-= the
object was going awey from the station at a high rate of speed so the F-54 was
told to orbit, About this time the ground station lozt contact with the object

but continued to track the F-94.

At about 11002 a3 the F-94 was approaching Nenara (near Fairbanks), the
radar observer in the F.94 observed two targets, one feint and one brigt<,
The aircraft was at 30,000 f+. and the terget was at 25,000 ft, The terzets
crossed from right to left and appeared to be traveling slowly and as tre F-94
approached the target a high rate of closure was indicated., The contact was

lost at a range of 200 yards.

Approxinmately one hour later, again near lienana, another coatact was nade
by the .94, In this instance the target was kept dead ahead and level, When
the tarpet was at a range of 200 yards, the opilot pulled up and the tarzet was
lost, *he rate of clcsure during the run was 100 knots even though the F-9/
had flaps down., No other ccntacts were nade and the alrcreft was releassd at

12102,

‘During the two airborne contacts the F-94 was being trac«ed by the ground
station but the object was not belng picked up.

The weather was clear but no visual sighting was made. On the same =might,
the same crew had visually identified a C-54, a C-47., and a small civilisn
aircraft from 300 to 500 yards, There were no clouds in the sky but it uas

a dark night,
llo malfunctions were fourd in either radar set.
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1I, STATUS OF SSTIGATION

Report by Electronics Branch of ATIC.

Target being eslanted instead of perpendicular to radii from radar station
indicates possible weather target. Speed may be accounted for iy the npomen-

tary appearance and disappearance of other weather targets., Fu-ther explana-
tion camt be meo

III., CONCLUSIONS

Target caused by weather phenomena,

: 'ﬂ ...'

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
- POD DIR 5200.16
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APPLNDIX 11

Nenana,  Alaska - 22 Jammavy 1952
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I. DuSCRIPTION OF INCIDENT

At 1020Z on 22 January 1952, a radar station at Yurphy's Donme, Alaska,
observed an unidentified radar return. The tarpet vas golng avay from the
station on an azimith of 2109, at a speed of about 1.00 nph when first observed
but apneared to reverse its dircction and returned toward the station., The set
wvas adjusted so that the target could be observed as it c¢losed in on the station
but after this change was nade the tarpget wss no longer observed. Seven minutes
later (approxinately 1030Z) the terpet was again observed. however at ebout its
oripginal location, and apain going away fron the station Just btefore it faded
it appeared to be maliing a turn back towvard “he zstatioP i ;

At 1030Z an F<94 was airborne to search for the cbject., At this time the
object was poing away fron the station at a high raltse of spesed so the F-94 was
told to orbit, About this time the pround station lost contact with thes object
but continued to track the F-94.

At about 1100Z as the F-94 was approaching llenana (near Fairbanks)., the
radar observer in the F-94 observed two targets, one faint and one bright.
The eircraft was at 30,000 ft. and the target wus at 25.000 ft, The targets
crossed fronm right to left and appeared to be trawveling slowly and as the F-94
approached the target a high rate of closure wes irndicated. The contact was
lost at a range of 200 yards.

Approxinately one hour later, ggain near lienana, another contect was nade
by the F-9/, In this instance the tarpget was kept dead ahead and level. When
the target was at a range of 200 yards. the pilot pulled up and the target wves
Jost, The rate of closure during the run was 100 knets even thoush tha F.94

had flaps down. MNo other contacts were made and the aircraft was released at.
12102,

| Dburing the two airborne contacts the F-94 waa being tracked by the ground
station but the object was not being picked up.

The weather was clear but no visual sighting was nade, On the same night,
the same crew had visually identified o C-.54, a C-47, and a snall civilian

aircraft from 300 to 500 yards. There were no clouds in the sky but it was
& dark night,

Fo malfunctions were found in either raiar set.,
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; III. CONCLUSIONS
: Pending,
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At approximately 1020Z, 22 January 1952, NRadar Site ;.-2 nade an orininal contact
with an unusual target in the area o 1"Ser!.al.na (Point "Jiz"), The scona prasentad the
target clearly but on a slant of 15° = 20° instead of perpendicular o radii, the hor-
mal Qanner of presentation. The spreed was estimated at IL,.:)O Lo L1200 krotase: :

K}O’Z/an F-94 (pilot, Lt C.E. Carrett; radar operator, Cant V,D. Ramey) was
airborne—and vectored to Nenana. =2 lost t."qe targast prior to the aireraft's arrival
in the viecinitx, so the alreraft was given a patrol mission along Lh= Alaskan Rangs,
AS approximatel\ 1052Z, F-2 azain contacted this target and held it for about one (1)
nrinute, Due to the faet that the targst was ocubtbound in relation to F=2 and to *he

alireraft and movina at a high rate of zpeed, no at.temot. was made to vactor the aire
craft on the target..

At approximate; 12002 while the aireraft was en route to Ladd Air Force Rase,
the radar operator rece indication of a target in the Nsnana area, Finding the

targest ahead and low (appro:d.mately 24,000 feet altitude), the pilot made an interceont
pass from 24,000 yards to 200 yards with a good target on the radar sccopes. Tha over-

‘-_“-l-q-_ll!----

taking speed was better than 100 knots, Wi e e -
_AL 200 yards the pilot pulled un and over  tha \pparent targetl location, Alrcraft !
3peed on thne run was appromau,ly 250 knots :Lndlcatnd. Afbar going over ths target, l

l
two (2) 350° turns were mada and a search of the area conducted for saveral minutes )'
;wi_thaut making further radar contact or visual sicr"xtlnv / I

!'

——
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During this time F-2 was able to track the F-94 but had no other target visibla.
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| The F=94 landed at 1225Z, The weather in the Fairbanks area during this period - |

1030Z to 1230Z, 22 January 1952 - was: ceiling unlimited; visibility 15 miles or
ore. The pllot reported that the Aurora Borealis was br:lllian’c. but not exceptionally

(nl
o

A pilot and a ground observer reported what appeared to bs a comet or meteor to [
the southwest of Ladd Air Force Base, aprroximately i‘our—_(h) hours earlier, this date, |

On 23 January 1952, from 1020Z to 1140Z, the same F-94 (Dilot. Lt R R. Diment;
radar operator, Lt C.A. Hayward) was dispatched on a mission to see if a tarret s:.mi-
lar to that of 22 January could be found, AL approximately 10502 a radar contact was
nrade at 20,000 yards. Thse aircrai™ at this tine was between Clear and lenana at
18,000 feot in a shallow climb, An intercept run was begun and followsd through to

27@ yards, at which time the targst disappeared, The overtaking speed was more than
100 knots, the aircraft indicating 230 knots,

e . RS ARE Fh . AP s & Al gk BB WL ek W W BT ANEAT T W N A B B ¢ L

v After radar contact was lost, further search was made in.this arsa, Contact was

i not made either by radar or-visual observation, The weathet was glear, with visibility
unlimiteds; the pilot reported that the Aurora Boreallis was very activs and in hia opin-
ion, unuml

At approximately IOBCH, 23 January 1952, a team checkad the alrceraft, ulilized in |
these flizhts, for radiation, but with negative results. Due to the tine lapse Detwesn
I*“s fMiM% on 22 January and thz tine at which this check was nade, it 13 rossidla “hat)
‘ tha negativa report is not of wvalue, | :
l

)
f
|

Dr. C,T. Elvey, Director of the Geophysical Instituta, Unlveralty 3f A;nixn,
j stated, in effect, that in his Oﬂiqion it is nnlikely that a aetaeor woulld rrocuce &an |
indicaticn on a r*da; set that i3 not soecifically desizned or modlilled [or Lhat > 3
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Unusual Unidentified Radar Targets " B o™ S b a2 L T el
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Ladd Air Foree Base, Alaska _ ‘ Intelligence Dirsctorate, g AAC
L PR R T | DATE OF INFCAMATION Aors vl EVALUATION el e e e s ——— e
___ 5 Fehguary 1952 _________-'_2_?_ and 23 January 1952 | Fb N
FREPARED BY (Ocer) T YN 5. FL FI..ANAGAJé Capt, USAF| V"
C 1iar Si2ct Intel Br Latementa by obssrvers of incidenta,
REFERENCES ( Conirol ﬁ:m.-? T P T, e & P 0% . -
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SU MMARY: (Enter concise rummary ofrepart Gice slnmcma in fmnl wtm paragraph. List inclosures af lower left. Begin text of revort on AP orm 118~ Part [1.)

This rapo*‘h conta.tna a mrrativo atatomnt based on ocbserver recorts and on
conclusions of preliminary atudg_ of thg_muu&.radar.,g_ugotl which appeared near

Ladd Alr T
orce Base, Alasia anuary 1952,
| APPROVED:

k/f' & 2 ‘ "- L d‘-m,ﬁ; I;/)i
17 Iaels (1 ea) - FRANCIS H. lac /

le 383, ‘*Cclat. Com;:oeito Wz, 22 Jan 52 Lt Col, U'%AF

2, Ltr, Hq Alaskan Comd, 24 Jan 52 Dir :::tc' C dutelligence
3. Ltr, ;u\L, <5 Jan 52 |

L. Pept, 5004th Alr Intel Sv Sa, 23 Jan 52

De Sta.'c.ement, Lt AL, Boyd, Jr., Controller, F-2

6, Statement, Lt J.C, Frost, Maint, Fe2

7e Statement, Lt C,E., Carrett, Plt

Statement, Capt V.D. Namey, Radar Observer
9. Statement, Lt R.,R. Diment, Plt

10, Statemen‘t Lt C.A. Ha‘mrd Radar Cbserver
11. Statment caUt R.B. Petemm’ Plt

12, Statement, Lt C.A, Carrett, Pl% iz
13, Statement, J.S. Bangs, Cen Flec Co Tech Pepr  °

14, Statement, , J.8. Bangs, Cen Flae Co Tach Rapr
15 Statement, A.G, Wedin, Opxr Anlys

15, Statement, Lt G.H, Wilkinson, Controller, F-l

17 Overlay, Fir Track snd Unidentifled Track
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£PPROYED 1 JUNE 1748 o
AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
FOM (cAgency) REFPORT 110, e
Intellizence Dirsctorate, Hq AA IR=1=52 b GV WS SOt SR 3

e Tollowing hypotheses ars advanced concerning the aforemeationed radar
tarseta; |

Mo

1, That the energy transmitted {rom I'=1 might have reflectad Urom Mt, leKinlay
in sueh a manner as Lo creace Lhese radar targets,

Comment: Dus to the {requencies nad the pulse repetition frenuencies of tha
radar ssts involved (AU/CPS=6B ab 1=l and F=2, and the AN/APG~33
in tha aireraft) it is thousht hizhly improbable thab +his Nynoth aw
813 i3 a valid one for technizal reasons, '

2e Thabt lonizad rases dus to mateor acbivily might have produced thess padar
tarseta,

Comments It i3 thought that the pressance of a meteor soutawest of Tadd Alp
'orce Pase at aporoximabdaly 20007, 21 January 1952 y Miznt have poma
baaring on the zsubjset,. I% i3 not conaidered likely, in view of

re Elveyls sbatement, that the mateor itself caused thia targel
return, %hers i3z the possibility thabt the ioniszad gases, vhich may
nave bteen prasent with the mateor's passaga, uigzht have broken into
si2all clouds (irrezular rasses of ionized gag) and have been {loabe
ing around in ths upper air, Ons or more of thess clouds y being at
the merey of upper alr currents, may have drifted into tite area of
Ladd Alr Torce Dase, Further, the possibilily exists that on ione
ized cloud may czive a radar ratura, The »assage of an alreralt
near sucn clonds, such 23 hanpened when the Lighter Lrokz off tha
interespt on both nizhts, would tend Lo disbturh the surronnding aie
1n such a manner as %o disperse the ionizad cloud, ‘This would tand
Lo explain the eiroraft's inability to re-sstablish radar contact
with the target after an intercept pass, The failurs of F=2 to an
tast a targst on 23 Janmary 1952 is not exnlainabla,

3. That the activity of the Aurora Borealis mizht have nroduced thasze radar
targctS. - |

Comments Due 'to the iknown effact of “he _!__\_g_;_'__ora Porsalia on radio in this
theater, it 1s thought that some aifect Am—wadar also might be axe
perienced, Thia i3 believed to be bayond the seisntific capabili-

ties of thia Command to da2termine,

TINOTHY J. FYANACAN
Capt, USAF

Chief, T"lect Intal Ir

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS.
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