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S ¢ 1952 : . Bel..! 'utain§ Ohio |

T R ™

An snidentified object was observed xt SR on radar, and fighters were |
vectored in for an attempt to ideatify the unidentified radar return.
Fighters were able to see the object, but were not able to get near it because

of the altitude of the object. The pbject 2m gbserved in thés sighting
hl”tunly t-u-nmu a8 & type of upper air research balloon.

This’ object actually consisted of four balloons attached to one "load". =

- -ﬂﬁ#m"“ .

this load vieghed approximately 500 pounds, smbaomExENEtty and consisted o
of metal msasureing devises that would give & redar retura.
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2, Bellfontaine, Ohio = 1 August 1952

At 15517 on 1 Aug 52 ground radar from Wright-Patterson AFE sighted
an unknown object on its scope, Two F-86's from the 97th Fighter<Ilne
terceptor Squadron were vectored into the .area and observed a silver
round object, Airborne radar oont.uot was not made but attempts were
made to get gun camera shots, The object was above the climbing capa-
bility of the F-86's and appeared to be steadily gaining altitude when
the fighters returned to base for fuel,

The gun camera film showed a moving object which is too indistinct
for further analysis,

| solutions Vas a balloon,

There were local balloon releases prior
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m.thoom Two ¥-06's under GCI control were then SW of that position.
ummmmu-awmmu_n;, Pighters stayed vith
m ct mnu. -u' -aunu n-u-t, yovesl the following: . 'é?i.f-
o a. The P-06' clibed to 48,000, fell off, and then made & second clisd

“ I
- /1‘
i

/,lﬂ,m‘. The pilot mede & camera run. The major estimated the object at 50 to

h 'm'. & W'lﬁ_hom, myt.h; cm‘l ooti.-h of distance wvas els-hO' in
. mmuqm mmwuam,-n:-puﬂumm ‘
‘!umn&w-oumtolmmm

be Two Laportant facts were established: Re-affirmotion that the UFO
,“ummumuuﬁnmur-as'oumwmmm |
.\.u-lal-.up nummmmummm.u4-

't *T

v geme objest.
,m o ,‘_n’( aolakas !

“’\_ hm‘.mom.otmtbwmmmt. A ravinsonds vas
mulmm“mtoﬂnm e object moved of against the vind.

-

e —

pmomuﬂmnsmq{c. hmmm.mdcmm
- dtitude was t00 high, meMMummmm X

this. Electronic o visual mirege of metecrclogical fhencemncn is out of the question ' F
nhmmm-ummmmmmmwumm “

plase, The sighting conwwed "sbove the westher”, @ .. e
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d August 1952

on of Incident

At 15512, a radar track appeared 20 ziles NNW of W-P AFB., The course was
2l0° at LOO knots., Two P-86's under GCI eontrol were then located ten miles
SW of that position. The fighters were vectored and made visual contact at
15552, Fighters stayed with the object until 16132.

Interrogation of sources, an AF major and lieutenant, reveal the following:

| a. The F-86's climbed to LE,000!, fell off, and then made a second
climdb to 48,000, The major made a camera run the second time and received a
weak return on his radar gunsight. 7The lleutenant's sight was "caged" so he
received no return. 7The major estizated the object at 12,000-20,000' above his
altitude of L5,000?, This estimate was substantiated by the range capability
of the radar gunsight. The object's size, accepting source's estim:%e of dis-
tance, was 2-40' in dianeter and scurce said his optical sight just covered
the odbject, The films were not sufficiently clear. The object appeared as a
fuszy, small image in the upper right hand corner with discernable motion to

lower left.

, . b The AGW Squadron establisted two important facts: Re-affimmation
that the UFO moved at LOO knots and indicstion that the two F-86's and UFO ap-

i peared simultaneously on the GCI scope, It is obvious that all eyes and anten-
; nas were fixed on the same object, ‘

Comnents

The object was not a balloon, since the speed was too fast. A rawinsonde
was released at 15002 and moved off to the east, The object moved against the
wind, The blip size was that of a normal alreraft., The object was not a known
aircraft because the altitude was too higk, 7The object was not astronomical as
dual radar returns eliminate this, EKlectronic or visual mirage of rceteorolog-
ical phencmenon is out of the question as the radar set was on high beam, and
both would not occur simultaneocusly in the same place. The sighting occurred
®above the weather®,

Conclusion
Unlnown
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DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:

" DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10
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Classified:
Hearlq2rters: 6odth AC&W

By Aulliority of: CG, 30th AL
Dete

 UNCL .SSIFIED

ATIC W=P al'8 aTTaa=5 Subj: (Unel; FLIOLDDIT

ATIAA=5 (2 Oct 52) lst Ind
l'IEﬂD'JUARTERS, 6&TH ACGEW SQUADRON’ Bellefont&ine, Ohio

TJ: Commanding Generul, Air Tech Intel Center, .right=Patterson ..IB,
Dayton’ Ohio |

In comnliance with paragraph 1, basic letter, the Radar
Observation Datn Sheet is comwletlad and forwarded for your information.

FOR THE COMM'DING OFFICER:

1 Inel Cim3TTRA. DEREZRILII
n/e 1st Lt.., USAS
ad jutant

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTRRVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS, 1B
DOD DIR 5200.10
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U S UNCLAY! TIED ‘ "~ AUTHs CG, ATIC
y 8.7 BYs
' | Capt, USAF
AIR TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE CENTER DATE: 29 Sep 52
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE

3 F)‘

OHIO

In fer to

R S . 0CT 2 1952

SUBJECT: (Unecl) FLYOBRPT

T0s Officer
664th AC & W lqu-dron |
Bonotontdno, |

1, With reference to your unidentified flying object report

(FLYOBRPT) of 011550Z August 1952, it is requested that you complete
the inclosed Radar Observation Data Sheet., You may omit questions 1, J
2, 4y 5, and 6 of Part II as the Air Technical Intelligence Center is

already in possession of the complete weather data.

2, However, question 8, Part l1lI, is extremely important., Speci-
fically, it is necessary to know if the unidentified flying object ahd

the two F-86's appeared simultaneously on the radar scope.

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL

AMTS C. pPAS
Ist Licut, USAFCHAL

Asst Air Adjutant General

GRADED AT 8 YEAR INTERVALS,
FIED AFTER 12 YEARS,
DOD DIR 5200.10
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I. QUESTIONS REGARDINC
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1. What type radar equipment is involved:
AN/FPS-3 Search Reder

C es? 1I Sso,

ere been any recent maintenance dif

Negative

What type modulator (1.e., spark gap, hard tube, etc.) is

MW(MM)
Nas - 0 ¢ irequency contro

Yos - in auto position
Has lnterierence ifrom anotvher radar se

been observec
Tamillar with the efTects caused by an interfering signal

circu O 2 receliver opera

recently, and are personne

None observed, cd pu-uml are ta-nhr with adjecent station 1nt-rr-r1u
0 follow the e '

/pé 1ndicators, cope“, cope”, Bey WEre usec

PP1 Scope
!- illﬂl'

3.3 RPN
the approx requency oi 2 the transm 3y
1290 Mo

scan raie;

n

wu

II. GENERAL QUESTIONS
weather conc ons a " @ unidentiriec

o o ——— ——

o« W were the gener

ge !_I_! onServec

X
at weather dat: rou neart .. weat ations 1s available on tempera vs
:TE[t ude, humidity vs 'm_v'o ocity vs altitude? =

» Was the target observed by any other neart equipments? If so, give details.
No
e operator and the supervisor Lllar with the effects of anomalous (duct-
_ffe_ﬂ' proparation as they pertain to 5 this type radar?
X
e — T T
ATIC Form 332 (18 Jun 52) - Page 1 of 2

UNCLASSIFIED

DOWNGRALD AT 8 YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.,
DOD DIR 65200.10
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b e Has anomalons prop paration been observed to extend tho 1 > OF

radar at thi.s 5ike _ﬂimis condition exist during or .'l?..i‘.’.' e SERY emnd
target, tm.., o "erved?

) ¢
6. what effects of rain s orms an

« Were any cliecks made - unknown target co peen one of our own

s r'a‘f'E? Yes. Alrcraft were directed to the target by the controller. Target
was believed to be another jet aircraft until observed by the flight leader.

Was any Interception attempted? IT so, give details.

Intercept was successful, but target was too high for the aircraft to get
- elose for positive m-urmuon. Pictues were taken,

ave

L ]
v @

III. SPECIFIC TARGET QUESTIONS

—— - ——— — T — — e e —— R —

e e — e me—————— | W i —— T ————— i — L em— i —— e - ——

1. What technical personnel observed the unknown target? Have t.hex been guestioned
thoroughly? What was 5017—_2_@ Maj. Smith, Flight Leader and Lt. Lott,
Ooutrouu-mobmm ' The ta ttntmoptdvumtthow‘otonﬂu

i - — — e -

® Nas a n recor rac r mé G 0. l e tarre ons as on
mic.%-rﬂ 80, attatoh to This report. Sarget posiiont A9 Nhay MpesioiSs o

Range 25 miles, asimuth 230° s &ltitude unknown, High beaz was used - target
was abowe 10,000 feet.

1 8 CE 2 com&g W conventio alrcre

e SRS SRR i3

Nas the target of consistent size, or dic che

Yos, until about one mimute.after utu-oopt
the speed ol arget constant or var e

Speed consistant about 400 knots.

ge rapidl

J1C e NOoOWN alrcre

ar!;e agmar 22Y" 2£ ciear S m _&l._g coEEare W 2
target?
Slear until fade.

other (aircre argets were observec

’EE- as that of the unknown target?

2 F=86's from 97th Pighter Interceptor Squadron, lruht-httoroon AFB,
Dayton, Obdd, at 30,000 feet, M.S.L. DOWNGR A
ATIC Form 332 (18 Jun 529 o mﬂw:! IED Am m I:.

UNCLASSIF IE )
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DATE OF OBSERVATION

[T1C Teat Form 333 (13 Aug 52) <
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“ ROJECT 10073 WEATILR DATA Shoe? ™

WAS AN INVERSION LAYER NOTED?
s, at what altitude?

—— e e e e S—— e+

WERE ANY THUNDERSTORMS NOTLD IN AREA?
s, at what quadrant?
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CASE 9

1 Avcust 1952 it Bellefoataine, Ohio

& tion ilcen

At 15512 a radar track oppeared 20 miles MW of W-P AFB, Tuo cowrsce was 240
dogrees at 400 knots. Two F-06's under GCI control were then &W of that position.
The fighters were voctored and mado visual eomtact et 15552, Pighters stayed with
the object witil 16132, '

- Intesrogation of sowrces, an AI' major and licutenant, reveal the following:

a. The F-86% clizded to 48,000°, fell off, and then mode a second climbd

+o 40,000', Tho pilot mado & camera run. The major estimated the object at 50 to
./' 70,000', The cbjuct's size, accepting sowrce’s cotimate of distance was 24-40' in

“

dienetor ond sowrce said his optical sight Just covered the object. The films wore
not sufficiently cleur. The object appcared as a fuzzy, small izmage in the upper right
hond cormer vith discermoble motion to lover left.

be WO Lzportont facts wore cstabligheds Re-offiroation that the UFD
moved at 40O knots und indicatiom that the two F-8G's and UFO appoared similtaneously
on the grownd radax scope. It is obvious that all eyes and antonnog wexre £ixed on thoe

sone object,
Cezronta - At v aadads ¢

dae object was not o balloon, since the spced was too fast. A rawinsonde vas
released at 1500% and moved off to the cast. The object moved &f ogoinst the wind,
The blip sizo was that of o normal a/c. The object was not & lmown a/c because the
altitude vas too high, The object was not astrononical es dual radar retwns eliminate '

this. Elcctronic o visual mirage of nctearclogical fhenctenon is out of the guestion
es the radar set was on high beam, and bLoth would mot occwr simltansously in the soma

placc. The sighting oscwred “above the weather", .

Conclusion - ‘ |
Vaknown <\ A loso oo ol ,, o 0\ \ék L‘:\\M A i‘
m’@" o b |
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DISPOSITION FORM
SUBJECT '
o [T aae s pa e e o

0 ¢ Air Technical FROM Dept of the Air Force COMMENT NO. 1
Center Hq USAF = AFOIN.2aA
terson AFB ' Wy

Ohio

1. Returned herewith is gun camera film taken of an unidentified flying
object by the 97th FI Squadron. | .

2. Prints were made of four frames by 0SD-OPI and declassified by Security
Review, OSD, It is understood that a print of two of these frames will be fur-
ummmumuwmm

Y o et

cu.r, ‘l'omd Division
Deputy Director for Estimates
Directorate of Intdn‘mo, DCS/0

B ,_)b- R &

DOWNGRADED AT 8 YEAR INTERVALS;

UNQ_Ass“.-, ED DECLASSIFIED AFTER 13 YEARS.
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~ ) August 1952

.

Déscription of Incident

At 15502, a radar track appeared 20 ziles NNW of W-P AFB. The course was
2l0® at 40O knots, 7Two P-86's under GCI control were then located ten miles
SW of that position. The fighters were vectored and made visual contact at
15552, Fighters stayed with the object until 1613Z.

' ' Interrogation of sources, an AF major and lieutenant, reveal the following:

_ a. The F-86's climbed to 45,000, fell off, and then made a second
! climb to 48,000', The major made a camera run the second time and received a
’ weak return on his radar gunsight. The lieutenant's sight was "caged™ so he
!

received no return. The major estizated the object at 12,000-20,000' above hLis
altitude of LS,000?, This estimate was s:bstantiated by the range capability
of the radar gunsight. The object's size, accepting source's estim:z%e of dis=-
tance, was 24~40' in dianeter and scurce gaid his optical sight just covered

-_ — e W = ow e i -

the odbject. The films were not sufficiently clear. The object appeared as a

,; " fuszy, small image in the upper right hand corner with discernadble aotion to
dower left.

be The ACKW Squadron established two important facts: Re-affimmation
- that the UFO moved at 400 knots and indicstion that the two F-86's and UFO ap-

peared simultaneously on the GCI scope. It is obvious that all eyes and anten-
nas were fixed on the same object,

Comments

The object was not a balloon, since the speed was too fast.
was released at 15002 and moved off to the east, The object moved against the
wind, The blip size was that of a normal aircraft, The object was not a known
aircraft because the altitude was too higk, 7The object was not astronomical as
dual radar returns eliminate this., Electronic or visual mirage of meteorolog-
ical phencmenon is out of the question as the radar set was on high beanm, and

both would not occur simultanecusly in the same place. The sighting occurred
®above the veather®,

A rawinsonde

Conclusion
:
| Unlmown
‘ 2 i T ~ . DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS: .
| R '~ DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 6200.10
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NOTE THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S.C.—
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31 AND 32. AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED SJALRRRAIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
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I up on ground Tadar had act

jet plane, flying out of Cleveland. It had not been identnﬂed im-
mediately because the Bellefontaine station had not received its
flight plan. At 10:45 that morning the jet had been north of Dayton,
flying at low altitude on a southwest heading, at a speed of around
525 miles an hour—the exact time, position, and speed of the radar
unknown.

2) The pilots of the interceptors never saw this jet. What they
saw, what their gun radar detected, and what their gun camera
photographed was a twenty-foot radiosonde balloon that had been
released from Wright-Patterson Air Force Base that morning shortly
before the sighting. Ground radar, on the other hand, never picked
up the balloon.

3) The chief reason for the confusion was that ground radar
did not have a height-finding device. When the operator notified
the pilots that his scope showed a blending of the returns pro-
duced by the pursuit jets and by the unknown, neither he or the
pilots had any way to tell whether the unknown was directly above
or directly below the pursuing jets. At 30,000 feet the pilots were
too high to see the Cleveland jet far below them. But they did see
the balloon above them and naturally assumed that it was the
object they were supposed to be chasing.

4) Since the ground radar stopped functioning at this point, the
operator could no longer track the course of the unknown or of the
interceptors. If the radar had been working, he would have seen
that the target continued on to the southwest while the interceptors
were searching in a different area to the north.

FINAL GALLEY PROOF

Galley 63—-THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS
5) The photographs confirmed this reconstruction of a compli-
cated series of events. The pictures obtained by the gun camera
Aoy displayed a round, indistinet blur. Analysis showed that the size of
T B/ : the object was that of a twenty-foot sphere—a balloon—photo-
| graphed from a distance of 30,000 feet.
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st 1, 1952, two days after the Michigan in -nt, such a ‘_.)
arose with an impressive radar-visual-photogru,.aic sighting ¢ (7 -
Bellefontaine, Ohio [2]. At 10:45 A.Mm. C.DS.T., the radar .
perator at the Air Defense command post picked up an uniden-
tified target north of Dayton, moving southwest at a speed of about
525 miles an hour. Two jets from Wright-Patterson Air Force Base
were scrambled for an intercept and were vectored in by ground
control. Since the ground radar was not equipped with height-
finding devices, however, the operator could not direct the pilots
to a specific altitude; he could only tell them whether they were
nearer to or farther from the target.

When the jets had reached 30,000 feet, ground radar informed
them that they were almost on target, which was still moving
southwest at the same speed. A few seconds later, the returns from
the jets and the UFO blended on the radarscope and the operator
advised the pilots that they would have to continue the search
visually. At this moment, unfortunately, the ground radar suddenly
failed. Soon after communication between ground and air had
ended, the lead pilot observed a silver-colored sphere several thou-
sand feet above him. Both jets went after it but although they
climbed to their maximum altitude, 40,000 feet, neither could get
close enough to identify the object, which was still some 30,000 feet
above them. One pilot, however, managed to expose several feet
of film with his gun camera. At the same moment the warning light
on his gunsight radar blinked on to indicate it detected a solid
object. At this point the jets broke off the intercept and started
back to Wright-Patterson Field.

Both pilots then realized that, although they had been chasing
an unknown for some ten minutes, they were still northwest of
the base in almost the same area where they had started the inter-
cept. This surprising fact seemed to indicate that the unknown had
slowed down from its original speed of 525 miles an hour, to hover
in the sky nearly motionless.

Flying-saucer addicts regarded this series of events as an iron-
clad case. One of them commented, “For the first time a saucer

~ ings, with the camera ‘plane [sic] also locked on by radar. It

[ ZF ~  was absolute proof that this saucer was a solid object, a controlled,
disc-shaped machine.” [ 10, p. 109]

“After sifting the evidence, ATIC investigators eventually found

the more prosaic though complicated solution to the puzzle:
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UNCLASSIFIED

Bellefontaine, Ohio

FLYOBRPT

I. Interrogation of Maj Smith and Lt Hemmer by Lts Flues and Olsson revealed
following:

" A, F=86's climbed to 48,000 ft., then fell off, then made a second climb
to 48,000 ft. Maj Smith made a camera run the second time and received a weak

return on his radar gunsight, Hemmer's sight was "caged®, so he received no
returns, Smith estimated object at 12-20,000 ft. above him at 48,000 ft. This

estimate is substantiated by range capability of radar gunsight.

B. Objects sise, accoepting Smith's estimate of distance, is 24-40 ft. in
diameter, umudﬁolﬂnfutmtﬂnmughthtwnhudhuurmd

Smith said pip just covered object.

C. The films vere not sufficiently clear. Object apreared as fuzzy small
image in upper right hand corner with discernable motion to lower left.

II. 7The object is not:

A. Balloon speed too fast., 15002 radtdondo release moved off to east.
Object moves against the winds. Blip sise is that of normal airecraft.

too higho
Astro., wial radar returns eliminate this.

b. Known aircraft, Altitude

Radar set
oighting

d., Electronic or visual mirage or meteorological phenomena.
is on high beam, Both would not occur simultaneously in same place.

occurs 'above the weather®,

/@

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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While ~board the U.S, vees

el Sa Iuies, which wae at enchor in the mouth
of the Gueyre River, Capt, “ called my attention to thres round
flat station n:l.” objects overhead, Tgno objecte were to the northwest and
¢gh at an angle of adbroXimutely 75" elevation., They were metalic in color
o the west th

and ected the sun, which at 3100 p.m., wae & little more ¢ 1an
e objecte. ter about 5 seconds one of the objects dived down to the west

end turned back to the northwest. While watching one I lost eight of the
other e Within enother 5 secondes the one I was watching was out of sight.
The eize i» unknown due to the unknown altitude. Ench would snpear about the
size of @ pin head held at erm's length, I estimnte the distr-nce ae ten milee

away on the 75° depree angle and the sise as fifty feet in di~meter, From
my angle the gbjecte @ red almost round in shape, -

Miseion
Ecuador

TRUE COrYs
LAWRENCE P, STOVER
Major, USAF
. Director of Intelligence
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