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Vea * oC Bel.s! “utain§ Ohio

‘ Am anidentified object was observed xt tim on radar, and fighters were

vectored in for an attempt to identify the unidentified radar return,

Fighters were able to see the object, but were not able to get near it because

of the altitude of the object. The object 2m qbserved in thés sighting

has positively been identified as a type of upper air research balloon.

This’ object actually consisted of four balloons attached to one "load". s
ee

this load wieghed approximately 500 pounds, mmicmumcuemtty and consisted

Of metal measureing devises that would give a rader return.
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information Ox: .

. Gatkoow oe Betiaboutanse, Ohio
Dounce ° Mallar

2. Belifontaine, Ohio = 1 August 1952

At 1551Z on 1 Aug 52 ground radar from Wright-Patterson AFE sighted

an unknown object on its scope. Two F-86's from the 97th Fighter-In-

terceptor Squadron were vectored into the area and observed a silver

round object. Airborne radar contact was not made but attempts were

made to get gun camera shots, The object was above the climbing capa-

bility of the F-86's and appeared to be steadily gaining altitude when

the fighters returned to base for fuel,

The gun camera film showed a moving object which is too indistinct

for further analysis,

Solution: Was a balloon. There were local balloon releases prior

bs to the sighting.



1 August 1952 Bellefontaine, Ohio

{eagrene ot Mod ints Two ¥F-86's under GCI control were then SW of that position.
“Me fighters vere vectored ant made visual eontect wt 195%, Fighters stayed with
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: & The F-06%s clisbed to 48,000", ‘fell off, and then made @ second climb |

ae The pilot mde a camera run. The major estimated the object at 50 to

‘ae. The Rees eat, eccepting source's estimate of distance was 2h-hO* in

‘djmater sad gouree anid bis optical sight Just covered the, object. ‘he fllne were
“pot euftietentiy clear. The object appeared as a fussy, email image in the upper right
| head corner vith discernable motion to lover left.

be Two important facts were established: Re-affirmation that the UFO

‘“qowed. ot 400 mote and indication thet the two ¥=06"s and WO appeored simultaneously ,

(nh ent cat ee. 7 ta devious ‘inn aye end entennan vere fisad on the 8

* The object was not & balloon, since the speod was too fast. A rawinsondevas

weleased at 15002 and moved off to the east. The object moved o§ against the wind.

‘j,fte Disp etse vas tat of © normed a/c, The object was not « inom a/c because the
:@dtitusewas too high. ‘the object was not estronomioal as dual reder returns eliminate '

this. Electronic ow visual mirage of meteorological Shencmencn is out of the question ' :
a
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a a August 1952 | Bellefontaine, Ohio

c on of Incident

At 1551Z, a radar track appeared 20 efles NW of W-P AFB. The course was
210° at 100 knots. Two FP-66's under GCI control were then located ten miles
SW of that position. The fighters were vectored and made visual contact at

15552. Fighters stayed with the object until 16132.

Interrogation of sources, an AF major and lieutenant, reveal the followings

a. The F-86's climbed to lS,006', fell off, and then made a second
climb to 146,000'. The major madea camera run the second time and received a
weak return on his radar gunsight. The lieutenant'’s sight was "caged" so he

received no return. The major estirated the object at 12,000-20,000' above his

altitude of 16,000'. This estimate was substantiated by the range capability
A of the radar gunsight. The object's size, accepting source's estim:*e of dis-

tance, was 2))-1,0' in diameter and scurce said his optical sight just covered
the object. The films were not sufficiently clear. The object appeared as a

j fuszy, small image in the upper right hand corner with discernable xotion to

be The AGW Squadron established two important facts: Re-affirmation
that the UFO moved at 1,00 knots and indicstion that the two F-S6's and UFO ap-

' peared simultaneously on the GCI scope. It is obvious that all eyes and anten-

mas were fixed on the same object.

Comments,

The object was not a balloon, since the speed was too fast. A rawinsonde

was released at 1500Z and moved off to the east. The object moved against the

wind. The blip size was that of a normal aircraft. The object was not a knowm

aircraft because the altitude was too high. The object was not astronomical as

@ual radar returns eliminate this. Electronic or visual mirage of reteorolog-
ical phenomenon is out of the question as the radar set was on high beam, and
both would not occur simultaneously in the same place. The sighting occurred

®above the weather".

Conclusion

Unknown

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10
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Classified:
Heartquerters: Gadth AC&W
By Authority of: CG, 30th AL
Dete A

ATIC WeP APS ATIAae5 Subj: (Unel) FIZORRPT Wals AZAU227

-UNCL.SSIFIED

ATIAA=5 (2 Oct 52) lst Ind

HEADQUARTERS, 664TH AGEW SQUADRON, Bellefontuine, Ohio

TO: Commanding General, Air Tech Intel Center, Jright-Patterson .B,
Dayton, Ohio

In compliance with paragraph 1, basic letter, the Radar

Observation Datu Sheet is conmvleted and forwarded for your information.

FOR THE COMUDING OFFICER:

1 Incl CHESTURA. DEREZICIKI
n/c Ist Lte, USAF

Adjutant

rs

sé

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVA :
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. §

DOD DIR 5200.10
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Canlnetiostg,

a *> guTHs c@, ATIC |
BYs Bad,RUPPELTYeCapt, USAF }

AIR TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE CENTER Date: 29Sep52 |

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE

onto

In reply refer toATIAAL5 OCT 2 1952

T0s Officer |
664th AC & W — |
Bellefontaine, Ohio

‘1. With reference to your unidentified flying object report ;
(FLYOBRPT) of 011550Z August 1952, it 4s requested that you complete :
the inclosed Radar Observation Data Sheet. You may omit questions l, j

2, 4, 5, and 6 of Part II as the Air Technical Intelligence Center is
already in possession of the complete weather data.

2. However, question 8, Part II, is extremely important. Speci-

fically, it is necessary to know if the unidentified flying object ahd

the two F-86's appeared simultaneously on the radar scope.

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL

1 Incl

Radar Observation ey bm C. PASCHAL

Data Sheet st Lieut, USAF
Asst Air Adjutant General

GRADED AT 8 YEAR INTERVALS;
: FIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

UNCLASSIFIED DOD DIR 5200.10
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I. QUESTIONS REGARDING Dé

le What type radar equipmentisis involved’

AN/FPS-3 Search Reader

e Has there been any recent maintenance diffic es? I SO, descride.

Negative

« What type modulator (i.e., spark gap, hard tube, etc.) is used in the radar equipmen

Hydrogen Thyratron (hard tube)
auto Cc requen cy controlcontro. circu B receiver opera y proper

Yes - in auto position

What was approx requency of the

1290 Mo
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UNCLASSIFIED

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,
DOD DIR 5200.10
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ja: Sone semene em oo ence

be Has anomalous propparation been observed to extend the 1 C OF

radar at this site, and did this condition existdduring or near
tarpet waswas oO carved?

x

6. What effects of rain s orms an

Were any checks ma

—aircraft? ‘Yes. Aircraft were directed to the target by the controller. Target
was believed to be another jet aircraft until observed by the flight leader.

|

ept was successful, but target was too high for the aircraftto get

— @lose for positive identification. Pictues were taken.

III. SPECIFIC TARGET QUESTIONS

1. What technical personnel observed the unknownttarget "Have they been questioned
: at wasyt Maj. Smith, Flight Leader and Lt. Lott,Thoroughly?Wh

; m record e tar’ e ’ on as ga on” IndicatorsaneWP cs,attstchto this Ferart. positions2° Ur Sipesred si Tie

e AU W a — r) az !
Range 25 miles, asimuth 230°, altitude unknown. High bean was used - target

was abowe 10,000 feet.

: et appear infonestet

Normal

° the target of consistent size, or did it change rapidl

Yes, until about one nimte.after intercept.

De the speed of the target constant or variable (plain.

Speed consistantabout 400 knots.

same general area,

time as tnat of the unknown
2 F-86's from 97th Fighter Interceptor Squadron, Wright-Patterson AFB,

Dayton, Ohié, at 30,000 feet, M.S.L, D

ATI
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““ROJECT 10073 WEATIUR DATA ShowTM

> DATE OF OBSERVATION |2, S STATION OBSERVING

he, WINDS MONT: PS ROT ER RE OR a
ALTITUDE VELOCITY DIRECTION - ALTITUDE VELOCITY DIRECTION

(ng __ (degree eat . nov Jerprees |

&.

A
E

10,000

12,000

14,000

20,000 yf

e WAS AN INVERSION LAYER NOTED? ~

5. WERE ANY THUNDERSTORMS NOTLD IN AREA? C) Yes CJ No
(If yes, at what quadrant? soa ve

e CLOUD COVER: 8. VISIBILITY WAS

tenths at feet. —_.. tenths at feet. MILES,

tenths at _____ feet. tenths at feet.

e VOUMUENISS

wwseees.-oo. eee

[FIC Test Form 333 (1) Aug 52) <
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1 August 1952 Bellefontaine, Ohio

c tion icon

At 19512 a rudur track appeared 20 miles MiW of W-P AFB. Tao course was 240

degrees at 400 knots. Two F-06's under GCE control wore then sW of that position.

The fighters vere vectored ond mode visual contact et 1555%, Vightera otayed with

the object util 16132. |

_ ‘Interrogationof sources, on AP major and licutenant, reveal the following:

Q. The F-86% clisbed to 48,000", fell off, end then mde a second climb

ite 46,000". The pilot mde a camra run. The mijar estimated the object at 50 to

/' %®,000". Tae chjoct's size, accepting source's ostimte of distance wos 2h-hot in

Aienetorand source said his optical sight just covered the object. The films vere

not sufficiently cleur. The object appearedas a fuzzy, small image in the upper right

hand corner vith discernoble motion to lover left.

be Two dzportent facts wore established: Re-affirmiion that the UFO

moved at 400 Imots and indication that the two 7-06" and UFO appeared simltaneously

on the ground radar scope. It is obvious that all eyes and antennas were fixed on the

same object.

The object was not a balloon, since the spcod was too fast. A rawinsondewas

veleased at 15052 and moved off to the cast. The object moved ef against the wind.
—-

The blip size wes that of a normal a/c. The object was not a known e/e because the

altitudewas too hich. The cbject was not astronomical eas dual radar returns climinate '

this. Electronic c visual mivage of meteorological Qhenoucnon is out of the question©

es the redar set vas on high beam, end both would not occur simultaneously in the som

Pplece. The sighting occurred “above the weather",



Air Technical FROM Dept of the Air Force
Center Hq USAF = AFOIN2,

tereon AFB
Ohio

1. Returned herewith is gun camera film taken of an unidentified flying
object by the 97th FI Squadron.

2. Prints were made of four frames by OSD-OPI and declassified by Security
Review, OSD. It is understood that a print of two of these frames will be fur~

nished TRUE magasine in anewer te their request.

(GEL» USAF

Chief, Topical Division

Deputy Director for Estimates
Directorate of Intelligence, pes/o

DOWNGRADED AT 8 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,

Ra RAS



- — & August 1952 Bellefontaine, Ohio

s

Description of Incident

At 1551Z, a radar track appeared 20 elles NNW of W-P AFB. The course was
21,0° at 100 knots. Two F-66's under GCI control were then located ten miles

SW of that position. The fighters were vectored and made visual contact at

| 15552. Fighters stayed with the object until 16132.

Interrogation of sources, an AF major and lieutenant, reveal the following:

ae The F-66's climbed to 15,000", fell off, and then made a second
Climb to 45,000'. The major madea camera run the second time and received a
weak return on his radar gunsight. The lieutenant'’s sight was "caged" so he

received no return. The major estizated the object at 12,000-20,000' above his

altitude of 6,000'. This estimate was scbstantiated by the range capability
_ @f the radar gunsight. The object's size, accepting source's estims*e of dis=

tance, was 2/)-l,0' in diameter and scurce gaid his optical sight just covered
the object. The films were not sufficiently clear. The object appeared as a

: ‘ fuszy, small image in the upper right hand corner with discernable notion to

be The AGLW Squadron established two important facts: Re-affirmation
- that the UFO moved at 400 knots and indicstion that the two F-S6's and UFO ap~

peared simultaneously on the GCI scope. It is obvious that all eyes and anten-

nas were fixed on the same object.

Comments

The object was not a balloon, since the speed was too fast. A rawinsonde

was released at 1500Z and moved off to the east. The object moved against the

wind. The blip size was that of a normal aircraft. The object was not a know

aircraft because the altitude was too high. The object was not astronomical as

dual radar returns eliminate this. Electronic or visual mirage of reteorolog-

ical phenczenon is out of the question as the radar set was on high beam, and
both wouid not occur simultaneously in the same place. The sighting occurred

®above the veather".
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Conclusion

H

Unknown

DOWNGRADED AT3 YEAR INTERVALS;.
‘ DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10
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jet plane, flying out of Cleveland. It had not win identified im-
mediately because the Bellefontaine station had not received its

flight plan. At 10:45 that morning the jet had been north of Dayton,

flying at low altitude on a southwest heading, at a speed of around

525 miles an hour—the exact time, position, and speed of the radar

unknown.

2) The pilots of the interceptors never saw this jet. What they

saw, what their gun radar detected, and what their gun camera

photographed was a twenty-foot radiosonde balloon that had been

released from Wright-Patterson Air Force Base that morning shortly

before the sighting. Ground radar, on the other hand, never picked

up the balloon.

3) The chief reason for the Confusion was that ground radar

did not have a height-finding device. When the operator notified

the pilots that his scope showed a blending of the returns pro-

duced by the pursuit jets and by the unknown, neither he or the

pilots had any way to tell whether the unknown was directly above

or directly below the pursuing jets. At 30,000 feet the pilots were

too high to see the Cleveland jet far below them. But they did see

the balloon above them and naturally assumed that it was the

object they were supposed to be chasing.

4) Since the ground radar stopped functioning at this point, the

operator could no longer track the course of the unknown or of the

interceptors. If the radar had been working, he would have seen

that the target continued on to the southwest while the interceptors

were searching in a different area to the north.

FINAL GALLEY PROOF

Galley 63-THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS

5) The photographs confirmed this reconstruction of a compli-

cated series of events. The pictures obtained by the gun camera

displayed a round, indistinct blur. Analysis showed that the size of

the object was that of a twenty-foot sphere—a_ balloon—photo-

graphed from a distance of 30,000 feet.



st 1, 1952, two days after the Michigan in “nt, such a )

arose with an impressive radar-visual-photogra,.aic sighting / (fo

Bellefontaine, Ohio [2]. At 10:45 a.m. C.D.S.T., the radar .

perator at the Air Defense command post picked up an uniden-

tified target north of Dayton, moving southwest at a speed of about

§25 miles an hour. Two jets from Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

j were scrambled for an intercept and were vectored in by ground

control. Since the ground radar was not equipped with height-

finding devices, however, the operator could not direct the pilots

to a specific altitude; he could only tell them whether they were

nearer to or farther from the target.

When the jets had reached 30,000 feet, ground radar informed

them that they were almost on target, which was still moving

southwest at the same speed. A few seconds later, the returns from

the jets and the UFO blended on the radarscope and the operator

advised the pilots that they would have to continue the search

visually. At this moment, unfortunately, the ground radar suddenly

failed. Soon after communication between ground and air had

ended, the lead pilot observed a silver-colored sphere several thou-

sand feet above him. Both jets went after it but although they

climbed to their maximum altitude, 40,000 feet, neither could get

close enough to identify the object, which was still some 30,000 feet

above them. One pilot, however, managed to expose several feet

; of film with his gun camera. At the same moment the warning light
on his gunsight radar blinked on to indicate it detected a solid

object. At this point the jets broke off the intercept and started

back to Wright-Patterson Field.

Both pilots then realized that, although they had been chasing

an unknown for some ten minutes, they were still northwest of

the base in almost the same area where they had started the inter-

cept. This surprising fact seemed to indicate that the unknown had

; slowed down from its original speed of 525 miles an hour, to hover

in the sky nearly motionless.

Flying-saucer addicts regarded this series of events as an iron-

clad case. One of them commented, “For the first time a saucer
oem

_ ings, with the camera ‘plane [sic] also locked on by radar. It

[ 5 TM~ — was absolute proof that this saucer was a solid object, a controlled,

disc-shaped machine.” [10, p. 109] a

After sifting the evidence, ATIC investigators eventually found

the more prosaic though complicated solution to the puzzle:

eee we TM +‘ + Ser ry - gs ~ 7 ow,



Jet Pilots See —

pasos Ohio, Aug. 1
interceptor pilots reported |

Vright-PatterSon Air Force Base
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UNCLASSIFIED
FLYOBRPT = 1 Aug 52 = Bellefontaine, Ohio

I, Interrogation of Maj Smith and Lt Hemmer by Lts Flues and Olsson revealed
following:

’ A. F=86"s climbed to 48,000 ft., then fell off, then made a second climb
to 48,000ft. Maj Smith made a camera run the second time and receiveda weak
return on his radar gunsight. Hemner's sight was "caged*, go he received no

returns, Smith estimated object at 12-20,000 ft. above him at 48,000 ft. This

estimate is substantiated by range capability of rader gunsight.

B. Objects sise, accepting Smith's estimate of distance, is 24-40 ft. in

diameter, as computed from the fact that the gunsight is two mils in diameter and

Sai th said pip just covered object.

C. The films were not sufficiently clear. Object appeared as fuzzy small

image in upper right hand corner with discernable motion to lower left,

II, The object is not:

A. Balloon speed too fast. 15002 radgéJonde release moved off to east.
Object moves against the winds. Blip sise is that of normal aircraft,

b. Known aircraft. Altitude too high.

c. Astro. wual radar returns eliminate this.

d. Electronic or visual mirage or meteorological phenomena. Rader set

is on high beam, Both would not occur simultaneously in same place, Sighting

occurs “above the weather",

Je

CLAS WNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;uN SIFIED ” DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,
DOD DIR 5200.10
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT My)
FROM (. lyency) RCPORT NO.

Director of Intelligence, CAirC

&y

While sboard the U.S. vessel Senta Luies, which wse at enchor in the mouth
of the Gueyre River, Capt. <oamenn called my attention to three round
flat etationary objects overhead. These objects were to the northwest and

a eh at an angle of abproximately 75° elevation. They were metalic in color
and setter tent 5. at 3:00 p.m., was @ little more to the west than

e objecte. te about 5- seconds one_of the objects dived down to the west

and turned back tothe northwest. While watching one I lost eightof the
other « Within another 5 seconds the one I wae watching was out of sight.

The eize is unknown due to the unknown altitude, Ench would appear about the

size of e pin head held at erm's length. I estimate the dist«nce ae ten miles

away on the 75° depree angle and the size as fifty feet in diemeter, From

my angle the gbjecte appeared almost round in shape.
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