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1. This report concerns visual and radar sizhtings of an unidenti 1ad

-

flying o‘b‘ﬁjeétlt}y a pilot and a ground radar obsarver of ths 1lst Marine Aircraft

mng. l -, .."v

. 2o The object, flying at an altitude of aporoximately 10,500 feet in the

vicinity of 'K-S,' was raported as a moving ball of fire with a stresamar of flame,

3. The "object™ has been tentatively identified as a meteor by the

Commanding Officer, Ha_r'lne Ground Control Intercept Squadron 3, Marine Alr

Control Group 2, lst Marine Aircraft Wing: however if such is the case, the

‘obJeCt!s Speed was probably underestimated,
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5. I called Captain VERNCR, the assistant oocerations officer, described the
strange blips and Richmond 12's report, and was advised to inform Davestate Able,
Wa comploted our conversation at about 210,

6. To ensure as accurate a revort as poassible I wrote down the tim2s, bearings,
and distances of the strange blipns as I recallad them and than had it enterad in the
log book the facts 1 wished to include in my report, to Devestate Abla, I estimated
that the blips as I recalled them, 1f connected as ona track, would have indicated a
speed of about 1200 to 1400 ¥nots. This se2amed too high so 1 considared that it was
possible that there would have bzen two aircraft one behind the other, moving at 60C
to 800 miles per hour rather than only one aircraft.

. T« At about 2107 I called Davestate Able on the AC-CL ohone and endsavored to
send the report apvproximately as follows: -

Richmond 13 reports strange non conventional aircraft passed him 500 yards
on starboard wWdng about 1000 feet higher. Aircraft had ball of fire at the rear with
a very long streamer of flams. Object glimpsed at front before passing was not of
any type knomm. Aircraft was going at a very high rate of speed. He notified me when
he checked in over K-3 at 2057, I verified seesing several radar blips on scope in
direction 209 degrees at approximately the same time Richmond 18 reported sezlng thas
strange aircraft. Very conservative estimate of spead of 600 to 800 knots, because
speed of 1200 to 1,00 knots was toe high for one aircraft. It was probably two, one
behind the other,

8. The circult was weak and the controller asked that I repeat the message. 1
repeated the message three times, the last time very slowly, before he was able to
read it back ‘correctly. The time was then 21235. Controller advised me to send any
further information about the occurence over the regular switchboard teleovhons.

- 9. At about 2300 members of the oncoming CIC watch were discussing the metleor

they had sean while at th2 movie and described it as leaving a leorg brilliant trail,
On questioningz them I determined that it had passed at about the time of my sighting
the strange blips. I reportad this to Devastate Able on the switchboard phone. The
controller agreed that the meteor was probably what 1 had seen on the scope.

10, On being;relieved at 2,00 I instructed my relief to ask for amplifyinz in- \
formation from Richmond 12 when he reported outbound, He later reported to me that |

Richmond 18 had nothing furthar to report,

/s/Leo N. Nagrodsky
LEO N. NAGRODSKY

Incl #1
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STATEUENT OF LT. NAZRODSKY
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From: Second Lisutenant Leo N. NAZRODSXY 053011/6709 USMC
To : Commanding Officer, Marine Ground Control Intercept Squadron 3

Subject: Unidantified Radar Sighting

1. On 9 August 1952 I had the duty as Senior Watch Controller at MGCIS-3 CIC
from 2000 to 24C0.

2 On coming on watch I noted that AC-CI phone circult was weak and instructed

the duty telepchone man to check it. He advised Devestate Able that their transmitter
batteries were apparently weak. Devestate Able stated that they would work on the
circult,

3. At 2047 I was "peaking", or r=eadjusting, the tuning of the controller plan
12 scope, in order that I could ensure that the radar teller revorted all contacts,
I was tuning on an inbound target later identified as Richmond 1%, which was then at
210 degrees, 30 miles. At 2050, when Richmond 1€ was at 20 mil2s T noted a wa2ak btar-
get at 205 degrees, 15 miles., On the next swa2ep of the trace Richmond 18 was at 19
miles but theé faint target did not reappear and T attributed the first indication to
interference. On the third sween Richmond 1% was turning toward K-3 and was about
17 1/2 miles from MCCIS-3. A target appzared at 205 degrees, 27 miles and I started
to adjust the scope to gel maximum pick up on that target. On the fourth sweep Rich-
mond 1% was at aboubt 215 dagreas, 15 miles, and a target appeared at 205 degrees, 32
miles. I did not connact this targat with the 3rd sweep target, because it was so far
from 1t and thought that two Richmond aircraflt were coming up from the south, On the
fifth gwaep, [ifty seconds after the first faint target had appeared, Richmond 18 was
at about 220 degrees, 15 miles and a strong peculiar blip about 2 miles in length and
curved at an angle of about 80 degre=s from the trace of a normal targat appeared at
206 degrees, 38 miles., I could not t2ll whether it was an aircraft or some type of
interfaerence and did not connect it with the previous blips. No more unusual blips
apvaarad and I decidad that they had all baen due to interference of some type. The
above bdearings and distances are as 1 recalled them about seven or eizht minutes later,| -
but I believe them to be accurate within two miles and five degreas. The radar tellertsa
scopes was not peakéd as high as mine and he did not see any blips other than Richmond
12, I did not call theradar teller's attention to tha unusual blips I had seen, ba-
cause he was accurdtely reporting all other tracks, and 1 believed that interference
had caused the nlddpy'spaced and peculiar blips. | |

L. At 2057 Rithmond 18 revorted in and then as%ked if I had seen any plots in
his vicinity ‘seven to nine minutas bafore. T replied that I had z22n what could have
b2en either several 'planes or noise at that tima. FKichmond 18's comment was that it
was not like any airvlan2 ho had ever seaon and described the object as {ollows: '

& \

- b

a ilarve dark cblsect with a ball of fire and very long str2ama o
did not resamblsia jat exhausti,

. ‘- (]
38 estiza’sd that 1t had passed him about S5CC yards to his right and ateut 1CC0O feat :
ahove nlsg a2l satuds of cﬁ,:f: teal%, e alao stat>d Lhat 4t geeswd Lo Ty moviny as a l
vary high racse of gpead.. 1 %lc his that I wo::ld chece o it fixithnr, R R T e T i
Iicns =Y completad At adoutl 2100, I% was at this time that T realizad Lrast tim |

* .‘Li; f"'-f....:h > 33V O8N A TracY Ur wLraces Laswand ot AP Ty anerw

Toel ¥4 e
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€. Though the graphic plot chartings indicate a slightly erratic course, tha. ;

Senior Watch Controller's written statemant indicates a nearl: . ‘

d Lem icate nearly constant course
bearing of 205°, 205?, 205°, and 206° regpectively for the 1lst, 3rd, Lth and '
5th sweeps. No blip was observed on the 2nd sw2ep, Further. tha'charts admit, )

to an errer of 2 milas and five degre=as. Therefors the constant course heading
of a mateorile sesms to be substantiatad. H

- ; ;

3. A meteorite entering the sarth's atmosohere at 15,000 m.p.h., esoéciélly .41

L]

if Tlying a near-horizontal course, would orobably decelerate very rawidly. A

speed of 1500 m.o.h. at 10,0C0 ft., altitude may be concomitant with these

§ conditions, { , i
E \- %)
| bt CHARLES JNMALVEN

| e Captain, U g
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l. The following informatlion was forwardad to Marine Ground Control Intercapt
Squadron 3 as Enclosure 1 to Air Defense Section Daily Raport for 9 August 1952
from the Air Control Detachment:

O
ﬁ:
)
-
h
¢
LY W S e s i Wt b v O

"A. Pilot of RICHMAN 12 on course of 005, altitude 9,400 feet, “spaed 20
knots, in vicinity of K<35 at 20571 reportad to Doedla~bug that he had sighted
a long streamer of {lame with a ball of fire al ths front This objact
passed him 500 yards off his starboard wing, 1000 feet above on a heading

of 200 dagrees. The pdilot caught only a brief glimnse, but stated this

was a non=conventional tyoe aircraft, LPV”Oﬁn or ever seen before by him,
travaling at a high rate of spez2d. The pilot requested that Lt, NAGRODSKI,

L the officer reading the score at Doodle-bug, verify his sizhting bj zddar.

f Lt. NAGRODSKY verified the following plots:

!

| 1. 1lst Plot EQ3865, 15 miles from Doodle-bug heading 2050. T:Lme, 20931-
; 2. 2nd Plot EQ3550, 25 miles from Doodle~bug. Time, not loggad.
| . Jrd Plot EQ2842, 50 miles from Doodle~bug. Time, notl logged.
E L. Lth Plot EQ2535, 35 miles from Doodle-bug. Time, not logged,
E

B. Lt. NAGRODSKY reported that the first three »lipns looked normal,

t however, the fourth and last . 2 anpeared to be rather elongated. He
estimated the speed to be between 60C-70C miles per hour. Lt NAGRODSKY's
first estimate of the vlots were two aircraft, but after further tuning
‘of the scope and subseanent revorts from RICHMAN 12, the Lt.'s conclusion

~with the pilot, that this was a very stubby aircraft, with swept back
wings, possible jet type., Obsarvation by the pilot was very limited due

- to the extremely high closing spead,

C. This message was recelved in Devastate Able by 2nd Lt. D.E. SHAW at
2120 and relayed to Shirley.

—— e

D. No »nlots were renortied to Davaslate Able on the above sightings,

" E. No jet alrcraft wera schaduled to be in the area concernad.

T L

2. Commants on tha report by the Commanding Officer of the Squadron wera:
A. It is my opinion that Lieutenant NAGRODSKY's final deduction that the

__unidentified blips mentioned in his reoort‘ware caused by a meteor is
correct. (See Inclosure #1) | |

B. If such is the case, it is apparent that his initial effort to provide
a lorical explanation for a series of observations which at the time seemed

either unconnected or beyond credibility resulted in an underestimate of
the object's speed, which would be about 1,600 knota if considered as a

sinzle track.

COMMENTS BY PREPARING OFFICER:

1. The midentified cblact was first »lotad at 15 miles, a clstance ‘13t

bayond :be usual ground clutter radius. The fact that the chject wasn't

initially locatad on the othar side of tha P7L scope may have baen due Lo OF
internratad vﬂ'i:tﬁvfzrmﬂ-r-'m~!ﬁ:-wy*5174 ZWean Bacauge  the 3aaior Fateh et 5 W

attention was focused on Richman 1~

IHE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES MITHIN THE MEANI'NG OF TH FSPIONAGE ACT. U 5. C. -
TION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANN- R TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 1S PROMISITED IY \ %#
FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT 8Y PERMISSION CF Tiie L RECIORCr
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