st S| R .
R ‘ggewsed Oct 62) a i O B ey
3 ‘ PART e

DEPARTMENT OF AIR
= %

5‘69 s | 457

ety 1 Tmeﬁ’&"ﬂs o~ Bewnnr of CommonwEALTH
' Aecine P Evomenn TAVESTIATION

‘."- ARCHIVAL ACTION rilon’ RE le’VTI” > Fi .. ’
Chsio X1\ RP e e P ,332' fse Frie S

FoLI0 ATE ACTIONED | | rouo | paTE ACTIONED i
'REFERRED TO REFERRED ‘ REFERRED TO | | REFERRED BY
gez . FE A‘rrmnou f leALs ‘ ATTENTION

"R s,

‘—m’aW &
N Rl

v b Ay A b

VAN =S

v WIS

y oo 4

N
3
zi \
1R
=
e b ST

|
]
RN TS

"”’",r,;.L-’ a1 ol =5 ',;'
~ &ﬁ, 4 | " _

* ' ‘H 0 S¢ce |
- ?(
" T, Jm imigres

HAF

F Tisp T 5 Téas |




DEPT. OF AIR — ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE
FILE TRANSFER SLIP
ASS  FEB 44







pIzE.

REFEARED T0

=
= N )
o [
= =
=
e =
=TA T
—'E_I —
"-‘_I | A
| P {
e




THIS PAGE IS REPRODUCED FROM A BADLY FADED OR ILLEGIBLE SOURCE.
SCANNING THIS ITEM AT A HIGHER RESOLUTION WILL NOT IMPROVE ITS LEGIBILTY.

e ———————— . e

Parliement House,
Canberra. A.C.T. 2600
-5 AUG 1968

2 €
'M"

m



56?' 5T ‘f-s"'/-

PARLIAMENT OF AUSTRALIA 3 MAPIER STREET,
A (P.0, BOX 70,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ESSENDON, ViC
TEL. 37 2124

26th June, 1968.

My dear Minister,

I refer to my representations on behalf of Mr. P.E.
President of the Commonwealth Aerial Phenomena
ation Organization and your advice of the 16th

, that you would make enguiries into this matter,

I also refer to your answer to a guestion of mine felte
to the effect that the subject was still 26
deration,

est for some rmanclal assistance from the

PLC
. too 13!11:1)' on the gr
y of a statement of C.A.P.1.0, in respect
ant of U.S. $500,000 to the
f to finance 1nveatlga‘hion of U.F.0's
ion of that Government's thinking in this

ip W. ‘Stokes) ~
er for Maribyrno

SECRETARY,
graft reply for
Tt Minister’s Signature. Please
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COMMONWEALTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION:
12th floor

B L 100 Collins Street.

,j L Melbourne.

|
i p
= (5 THE _GOTORADO _PROJECT:

U.S. SCIENTISTS TO PROBE U.F.0'S

In OUctober 1956 the United States Air Force announced that

a sum of $300.000 (subseguently increased to $500.000) would
be made available to the Uriversity of Colorade to permit the
establisnment of a full time project to investigate the
problem of the unidentified flying objects.

et o
En"‘:.:_':z:f-'-;;-.'-.‘ ~ Head of the Project is Dr.Edward U. Condon the University's
R Professor of Physics and one of the country's outstanding
EEERRR <) and more outspoken scientista.

‘Beaides Dr. Condon. the Project includes Mr. Robert J. Low,
‘an Engineer, who is Project Co-ordinator; Dr. Michael oo,
‘Wertheimer, a psychologist; Dr. William Blumer a Meteorologist. =
and Dr. Joseph Rush a physicist. :

-Iﬂrprmation received by C.A.P.1.0 indicates that the specific
signments now being undertaken are the development of a
ase file which will be accessible to sorting by
planning for one or more well trained teams of
fﬁgatora- development of a special sighting
gation) form: preparing a manual or booklet. ineluding
information on astronomy for public suiﬂanoe in )
and reporting U.F.0's; giving serious consideration
to deploy instruments for detection of U.F.0's E
- for gphhsring guantitative data.

_‘ﬁ A major effort is being made to open up mew sources of
in!ormatian among proreasional pilots and others who would
' : to-see UFC's: also to re-open information sources

- for reagons cof dissatisfaction with the Air Porce
PFroject (Froject Bluebook) have stopped reporting sightings.

'Gi -~ For one scientific experiment. engineers of one of the largest
e T automobile companies in the country will attempt to determine
ey exactly what could cause tailure of the electrical systems of

- automobiles. as is often reported as & result of the close
approach of UFQ's.

According to "Time" Magazine of 4th August 1969, the Pro ect
i3 now well unﬂ-' way and a computer-aided analyuia of 2000
‘sightings has cuumenced, In eddition. three sightings
‘supported by ample photiographic or eye witness evidence are
N2 receiving intensive examinstion. It is anticipated that the
AL {;ggect'a report will be completed and published in September
g i .

','. One other Scieppiet who is clesely associated with the
' Colorago ProjeBt is Dr. James E.McDonald, Professor of
Meteorology at the University of Arizona.
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Dr. ¥McDonald recently appesred before the United Nations
Outer Space Affairs Group and mede the following statement
on UFQ's :-

There are strong indications of increased close approaches
by UFO's nere and abroad.

It is not possible to explain all the sightings as natural
‘phenomena Or &s secret tests of highly advanced aerial
or space vehicles built on earth.

In spite of official debunking. the verified evidence
points to some unknown phenomenon about which all of us
‘must gquickly become better informed.

The most probable hypothesis is that the UFO's are
extra-terresirial protes capable of causing EM.
(Electromagnetic) interference and other unusual effects.

The importance of the problem to cur world if UFO's
are actually extra terrestrial probes should guickly
bring about international scientific co-operation to
discover all possible information. :

large

1y this is a new era -qi’ UFG research.
: 1amtiona im:' U?O'

W 218 bring

'preatd.gious National Investigations Committee
and moat influential of the i
~sums-up the Colerado

indications are that the iﬂvea‘bigators ﬂully intend to
‘have a thorough lock at the facts.
I this is done, we are confident that \sceptieim will
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Hotioa Paper

Extract fron El'e.'r}iamenta.-r:f Bl s A

the En y
Houss of Reprosentatives
u/es

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OMECTS |

Mr STOKES—I ask the Minister for Alr
4 question which relates to representations
which T have made to him on hehalf of the
Gommonwealth Aerial Phennmenda Investi-
gation Organisation, requesting a EoNCIn-
ment grant to assist with research inlo
unidentified flying objects. Has the Ministcr
: seen recent Press reports of sightings of
. \nidentified flying objects in the Wonihagei
district of "Victoria? Is he in a position (0
say whether some Commonywealth assistance
‘in this matter may be expected?

Mr FREETH—I have acknowledged
reseipt from the honourable member of
representations  sceking Commuoanwealth
assistance in he investigation of reports of
unidentificd flying objeets. This matter is
eing considered. I cannot undertake fo
aive the honourble member very great en-
couragement, because as far as govern-
ments are concerned, no precise determing-
{ been made as to where science I
fiction begins in rclation lo reporls of
unidentified flying objects or ta what extent
i thie reports are related to reality.

Mr  Stokes—The United States ‘of
 America is making investigations.

| Mr FREETI—I know that far more
intensified investigation of this matter LTI |
proceeding in the United States. I hope (o
‘be able to give the honourable gentieman

a reply to his representations in the neat
future,

b ':"'.'":'5'0.700_- chessdnnanben

For preparation of a reply for the linizter's approval please.
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Hous«,

I bave received from my colleague the
Bduontion snd Science your personal

Yours sincerely,

7

r ’
Jor dxaft repty O .
k m;&.'xb":.’ Siasiatity
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MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND SCIENCE

PARLIAMENT HOUSE
CANBERRA. ACT

: 15 MAY 1958
Dear Hr Stokes,

Lo 1 have now led an oprortunisy of leoking
' inte the request Ly ri V.f. lorris, ‘cesident
of thc loumgimeslih sepicl Jreuosmenn investigntion

N Onpantastion for radubaice from the Cosioiwesalih. _
s . 1 smet nwologliae foxr the dolsy 4n replying o your

i wepresentinloos.

s I umierssiad et the satters lx lorris®

ety | Organijution bre voncesiid Wita, namel; wsidenodiod

M o I ny objects, axe danlt with by the Comsomweoanlth

. Bepaxtovnts of Aky uml fupply and your enguivy,

o M wourld be more pro.oxly dizected fo tue Ainiavers

for Adr wal Jupplye 1 hove Gwrefore Lesverded (e
zelevint doounents % shom for thedr reply to you. J

fouze vincersly,

MALCOLY ¥RASER -
Delesln Freser) ”

s Kooy




' OF AUSTRALIA

4 REPLY .
mﬁ)_sz OF REPRESENTATIVES

3 NARIER STREET,
(PO BOX 703,
ESSENDON, VIC-
TEL 372328

10th April, 1968.

WINISTERS PRIVATE SECSETANY

' My dear Minister,

~ You will no doubt recall the
discussion I had with you on or =bout
the 13th March, 1968, concerninz a
reguest by Mr, P. E, Norris, President
of the Commonwealth Aerial Phenomena
Investigation Organisation for assistance

from the Commonwealth. S

I shall be pleased to learn
whether enything further has eventuaied
this matter.

~Yours sincerely,

. Stokes)
M
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a i CO-‘-‘.!-‘.QNW‘EALTT:I AEUAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION CRGANIZATION
& L.l (afiliotng. Awinailen UF.Q, Sosiatizey
i - Under. the distingoingd Powarcte of Alr Monhal S (uq?- o, KME, 3, DS

Precdiary PITIR £ KOREIS, A8, “Secrwtcrys W STUVIA-SUTTON POSEOK 130, MOCRABIING VIC, NUSTRALIA, Talmshene 94 1443

100 Collina Streat,
Melbourne. |
3let Octobez, 1987,

0

. Mr,PJW.C. Stokes, ILE.R.
- House of Representatives,
v ¥y ﬂim@ oAy c.l f_f.
Qe Degrigie
O el S _ I have plezsure in enclosing hevewith
| 2 note describing the work being undertaksn on unidentified [
- flying objects by the University of Colorado under the
. &uspices of the United States Air Foves. ;

ey Sln Sy My Orgemisation maintzins that =
_similar Project inaugurated in Austrelia with Commonwsalth
 Turds would be of essistares in el ing to solve the grest
dnternational problem of the U70's.

Your zssistance in bringing this matier

¥ o“ e attention of the Goverrzent will ba greatly
‘eppreciated. Sdive

Yours faithfully.

B, NOERIS.

Eresigeut,




COMONWEATTH AERIAL PHENOMENA IRVESTIGATION ORGANTSATION:

12%h floor .

100 Cellins Street.

Nelbourne. ‘
PROJECT =

2

. 'S '.- 1
S 1.8, SCTENTISTS 20 PROSE U.F.0'S

In Octover 1965 the United States Air Force announced that

e sum of $300.000 (subseguently increased to 3500.000) weuwld
be mede evailable to the University of Colorzdo to permit ths
establighment of a full time project to investigate the
provlem of the unidentified flying objects.

Head of the Project is Dr.Edward U. Condon the University's
Professor of Physice and one of the country's outstandinz

and more outspcken sgientists.

Besides Dr. Condon. the Project includes . Robert J. Low,
an En er, wao is Project Co-ordirator; Dr. liichael :
Wertheimer, a_paychologisty Dr, William Blumer. = Zeteoroiogist,
end Dr. Joseph Rush = physiciet,  ° ,

‘Information received by C.A.2.1.0 indicates that the specific

- essigoments now being undertaken are the development of &
)

sighting cage file which will be accessible o sorting by
. computer; plenning for one or more wall trained teams of
ield investizators; development of.a speciasl sighting.
Yerrogetion) form; preparing a manual or booklst, including
d information on astrenomy for publid guidence in,
and reporting U.F.0's; giving serious consideration
0 an =f7ort o deploy instruments for detection of U.F.0's
-and for gathering guentitative data,

* & major effort is being made to open up mew sources of

. informetion smong prefessions]l pilots and others who woudd
‘b likely To sce UrQ's; 2lso 10 re—open information sources

© Weich. ZTor ressous of dissavisfaciion with the Adr Fovca
Froject (Project Blusbook) have stooped reporting sizntings.

~ Por one seientific exberiment, engineers of one ‘of the lzrpast
| autempbile companies in the country will attempt to determine
o exeetly what could csuse failure of the electrical systers of
- Susomobiles. s is offen reported as & result of the close

. aporoach of UFO's.

Agocrding to "Time" Hagazine of 4th August 1967, the Proieat
o 18 now well under way end = computer-sided analysisg of 2000
sightinze hes commercsd. In gddition: three sightings
Supported by emple photogrephic or eye witness evidence oxe
recelving intensive exemination, It is enticipated thet the

{:cgggﬁé-;‘lg-!‘-s-zeport Will be completed end published in September

One u_t;_?_&gr Sclentist who' is closely zssocisted with tha
Oolorado Project is Dr. James Z.lcDonald, Professor of
Yeteorclogy et the University of Arizona. .

LA




D». HcDonsid . vex the United Hatices

Dutex Bpace = 3 & £ the Tollowing statement
on U30's := !

Lo There are sirong indicsticns of incresassd
. t¥y UFO's zexrs 2né 2broad.

+ i3 nct possivle 0 explsin 2ll the sighiings as matursl
ph&na‘me".a. or s secret tests of highly edvenced aerisl
or spece ve.‘q"_cles bailt on eaxth.

v In spite of official debu -r.i"lb‘ the verified evidence
i“points to scre vzknc\-m ‘«3::3:“.Ome‘10n about which all of us
rmust culckly become beuter ihZormed.

T;m most rrobeble hypoinesis is that the UR0's sxe
extra-terreslri=l probes czpeble of cax.sing EH:
E.a.lec'!:vomaznet &) interference ard other unususl a""i'eoto.

\ Tne dwportance. of the problem te our world if URQ's
‘ere a2ctuclly exirs werressrizl probes should cuielkly
brinz abous internaticral gcientiiie co-oper *a*ioz: to
&iseaver all possible IpTormetion.

"‘h& g*est;*mus Katiorzl Investigetions c:::-.n_ttae
. lergest and most infivential of ths
f k.us_ice.zz b‘Pa p’:‘t Fate resesrel groups sums up the Colorado
.."xnject a5 followg:i— :
| "Cleerly this i3 & new eva of UPO research. Xow t'.e.t
t}-a velid -;.1;' 6% the Air Porce’explenationy fon UED .
FIGUSLY OuesStioned 2nd the doubts zoTad uprm.
it is 6y 2 7o prientation of efforts. We have long
. beexn amre c:r the unéue iniiuence on sublic’ orizicn '
(Snpluginz scisntists) that officizl rreénouncemenic
Tse.ve Fad, celoyitz exn oren siudy and nisleadir ing those
“who could bring a Tescintior to the problsm. ALL
. ‘dncéids¥icns 'e..a that the investigitors fully intend 1o
J -_h'ave- & Th .zg!‘i Isck. 2t the facts.

: _...B is fone, We ore confident that scepticism wiil
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(This side only to be written on) 569/5/451 (1) #:_f

Exee 0

Further to our recent discussicns re folio 22 ete, would
you please now initiate the following action:-

- a. Take up with DPR the quesiion of ths future
[ - actioning of departmentel correspondence re
{ unidentified flying object sightings. 4s you
le know I am concerned st the present delays that
e exist in enswering some of the departmental
o correspondence on unidentified flying objects.

Would you review the nature of the material
AR which is sent out to engquirers. For example,

- I don't think that we should conbinue to send
ARG out lir Roberts' address which was made in 1965.
In addition I wewkd feel that the symopsis of
sightings should be reviewed with a view to
pruning out some of the earlier years sightings.

el -1 ¢, In respect of para 7, folio 22 on this file
o AR would you prepare an appropriate draft letter
b it to Department of Defence raising this general
. aspect for consideration. In pert:.uular the
e . letter should outline our general role in this
S : subject, some of the earlier history as to how we
became involved and the system which we now
follow. Then we should refer to the types of

R a1 =
'g); - representations that are now being made on this
o o, subject re Commonwealth assistance for funds
IS IR etc, end then raise the general gquestion as

to whether it is appropriate that this department
T should continue to be the sole "Commonwealth

e agency" in this metter of unidentified flying
objects - or whether some other Department should
‘co-ordinate overall Commonwealth aspects.
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FREETH

LAEE S

SAUCER’
STUDY

GﬁNBERRA. — T he

“Minister for Air tMr.-

Freeth) said yester-

“day ke could not give

any encourazement
16 people who wanted
the =~ Commonwsallh
to provide grants for
research into uniden-
tified fiying abjeets.

He was replying. in the

| ‘House of Representi-,
1/ tlves’ 1o Mr: Stokes (Lib,,

Vic.) who sald the Com-
mioawezalth Aerisl Plie-
nomena Imresb‘ss:lon
Orzanisation had reques-
ted the prants,

Mr. Stores ashed M M,
Freeth had seen recent
reparts of UFO siglitings
in-' " the  Wanthaggl
dis.r’c:

Nir. Freeth safd the malier
was being  considered,

‘bt he eolld non under-

take toigive Mr, Stokes

¥ EACoUrIREIent,

fai a5 Governments

are’conceried, b has
never cheen . precisely
determined where
s"!.m-a fictlon | ends o

- 2 these  clijects

to be razied to

M
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McKinna stated that, whereas 201 Aus-
‘tralian soldiers have died during the whole
Vietnam war, it is estimated that 3,200 per-
sons will die on Australian roads during
19687 Does the Minister agree that many
protesters against the war in Vietnam have
their priorities badly mixed up?

Mr SINCLAIR—I am not in a position
o say how many Australians have been
killed or injured in the course of the war
in Vietnam. It is truc that, having regard
to the number of fatalitics on our roads last
year, we can cxpect that more than 3,200
people will be Killed on our roads this year.
The conclusion drawn by the honourable
member from the comparison of fatalities
in. Vietnam and fatalities. on our roads
speaks for itself. Naturally every member
of the Austrulian community is very con-
cerned at the high incidence of fatalitics on
m.mds. A considerable measure of pub-
licity is given to this problem. One some-
times wonders whether, in idering their

Questions

= 4 JUN 1968
[REPRESENTATIVES]

Questions

and the considération of policy by Cabinet
are, T understand, matters nol appropriate
to be dealt with at question time.

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

Mr. STOKES—I ask the Ministér for Air”
a question: which relates to representations
which I have made fo him on behalf of the
Commonwealth Aerial Phenomena Investi-
gation Organisation, requesting a povern-:
ment grant fo assist with research into
unidentified flving objects. Has the Minister
scen recent Press reports of sightings of
unidentified flying objeets in the Wonthaggi
district of Victoria? Is he in 1 position 1o
say whether some Commonwealth assistance
in this matter may be expected?

Mr FREETH—I have acknowledged
receipt. from the honourible member of
mp_ri:'_scntali_ons seeking  Commonwealth
asgistance in the investigation of reports of

arder of. priorities, mcmbers of the Opposi-

ve a5 much concern about fatalities
on Australian roads as they have about their
e‘&phnntlans of their understanding of the
war in Vietnam,

SUPERANNUATION

Mr GRIFFI!‘HS—-I .direct a question 1o -

the Prime Minister as Leader of the Gov-
ernment. Will Cabmct, prior to the intro-
duction of this year’s Budget, review the
financial pl:ghl of superannuation pen-
sioners in the light of increasing costs and
their falling standard of living? Are super-
annujtants  receiving net pensions  of

tlpwndsofsmswutmucthmseoﬁf

wﬂy than other pensioners receiving

3 week plus fringe benefits of tax

free pensioner medical serviee,

Depmmml concessions and con-

in respect of rates and travel? If

in. its financial proposals for 1968-69 the

overnment does not ease the means test,

: the Pmc Minister consider the fea-

sibility of iding taxation relief and

“and medical services for

Tecipients ofﬁumannunm thus eliminat-
‘ing a longstanding anomaly?

Mr GORTON—The honourable member

3 sther Cabinet will give con-

'-Hsm a matter of policy at a par-

ticular. ﬁm& Announcements as o policy

identified flying objects. This matler is
being  considered, I cannol undertake to
give the honourable member very preatl én-
couragement, because as far as govern-
ments are concerned, no precise dctcrmma-tl'
tion has ever been made a5 to where science
fiction begins in relation. to reporls of
unidentified flying objects or to what extent
the reporis are related to reality.

Mr  Stokes—The United States ot‘,‘
America is making investigations.

Mr FREETH—I know that far more
intensificd Jn\n&st@lmn of this matter s
prncaed.mg in the United States, T hope 1o
be able 1o zive the honourable gentleman
a reply to his representations in the near
future.
AUSTRALIAN SERVICEMEN KILLED

IN VIETNAM

M JAMES—I ask the Minister for the
ion, Is it a fact that the Army
3 four different scales of burial
costs for Australian servicemen killed in
Vietnam and returned to Australia for
burial according to Wwhether the Army
wholly arranges the burial, whether the
parents arrange a non-military funeral or
whether the parents or relatives hold a
private funeral? Is a special rate allowed
for the burial of officers?
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MINUTE PAPER 2

(Write on this side only) 569/5/451 v(,,.}‘

SUBJECT: o o rsTeD FLYING OBJECTS - CONFEHRCE

/{V/Hr

/g;é (through s?éury)

1. At folio 20 on this file is a request from the Secretary
of the Cenberra U.F.0. Research Society for an officer of the RAAF
to give a talk at a final public session to be held next week-end

in Canberra during the Third Conference of the Commonwealth Aerial
Phenomena Investigation Organization.

- The specific request made has been that an officer not only
attend, but also bring with him a synopsis of UFO sitings investigated
by the RAAF to date.

3 This particular request does raise some considerable problems
which may be summarised es follows:-

a., There is difficulty in finding a suitable
officer to attend for the purpose. Under
present arrangements the Directorate of
Air Force Intelligence is the Directorate
which is responsible for the co-ordination
and investigation of Unidentified Flying
Objects Reports.

b. Primarily the Department of Air and the
RAAP's interest in flying objects has been
concerned with the Defence (Air) aspects of the
Commonwealth and has not been concerned with
any other aspects related to say the scientific
nature of such sitings.

¢. There does not appear to be any other Commonwealth
Agency or orgenization inwolved in this matter,
and subsequently this Department has become the
"Commonwealth anthority” on UFO sitings, elthough
as I say its prime interest has been with Air
Defence aspects in particular.

Al In 1965 lir Roberts gave an address to the Bellarat Astronomical
Society, and a copy of this paper at the time is attached in the material
being sent to Mrs Klein. Nr Roberts is still in the Department with the
Operational Research Office. However it is not part of his responsibility
to be associated with this particular subject, and he has not been involved
for the last three years.

Se The possibility of an officer from the Directorate of Air
Force Intelligence being sent has been considered, but to send an
officer from this Directorate, underlines that our interest in this
subject ic that associated with Air Defence/Intelligence aspects, and
this could cause some problems and lead to some unwanted publicity.

6. Teking ell fectors into account at this stage, the reply
at folio 21 attached hes been prepared on the basis that an officer
cannot be made availsble, but that the attached material might be
useful to the Conference. This reply is sccordingly referred for
your sipnature.

suaf




Te It is intended however to take up further the question

‘of Commonwealth responsibility in this particular subject with other
Commonwealth departments, e.g. Defence, Supply, Education and Science,
Prime Minister's Department etc, to see whether some other Commonwealth
Agency is better placed to essume responsibility for Unidentified

- v i Flying Objects, At the same time we would maintain our interest in
¥~ the matter and work with any other Commonweslth agency who is con-

: sidered to be more approprisie as a co-ordineting agency for the
Cormonwealth as a whole.

s )
/
/f. Hlasan
|__'_/-”'-.'
A Sge A
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Parliement House,
cammRnL, 4.0.7. 2600

4th June, 1964,

_ 1 refer to your letter of 17th
I i { F‘ 'm"‘ m‘ a !.A.A.l. 0ffic %
mh seseion of the Third C.A.F.1.0, Confer
' 4 in Canberra on 8%h Jusne. You wlso csked that
wis of U.2.0. investigeted by the R.4.4.0. to
» also provided. )

Unfortunstely, due to the relativ shord
request un{’aln the {aﬁt thet '&z
" _mmmpaenmam
le to for a suilable officer
aference.
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Russell Offices,
Canberrs 4.C.7. 2600

1 sefer to your lebter of 17th lMay, 1960, in which /
Jou reguost that & ReA.A.Fe Officor etfend tho finsl padiie :
Ce

seosdon of the Thind CeiuPelels Confoxence, to be hold in
Conbeawn on 5th June. You slso ankad thed e eynopels of U.F,#.
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- C UF O R S CANBERRA U.F.0, RESEARCH SOCIETY .. 14

P.O. Box 972,
Canberra City,
ACT. 2601

President : Mr. H. Zwankhuizen
‘Phone : 43319 (after hours)

45 Gardiner Street. Downer. I7th May 1968

|

| ]

.~ Minister for Air,

E ‘Parlisment House,

e; King George Terrace,
o ‘Parkes. A.C.T.
RN 2600

l’\
7 _ \
Commonwealth Aerial Phenomena Investigation Organisation }
) will hold their third Conference in Canberra, 8th - I0th

.1
o8,
_On &'e_?a;-wr of E.A.E.I.g-.hwe wish t-? requga; the presence
of an officer of tne R.A.A.F. with a_synopsis of U.F.0. signtin
invegtigated by the RE.A.A.F. to date. This reguest was most abl-?pmet

. by Mr B.G.Roberts.
Eequest is granted we would wish the Officer to
ik g’ai’on, 8-30 p.m., 8th June, and we would also

ong nis talk would oe and if it would be illustrated
ment ne would need. The Final Session will be neld in
‘Science and all facilities for the showing of slides

Yours faithfully,
o) AKle—

(Mrs) V. Klein | |
Secretary |

SECRETARY,
qu-fl’ﬂ/ﬁ' reply for



UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS - AN EVALUATION BASED ON
AUSTRALTAN, AMBRICAN AND BRITISH AIR FONCE REPOHTS

A summary of an address given by Mr B.G. Roberts,; to the
Ballarat Astronomical Society at BALIARAT,

February 1965

UFQ and Some Objections to it

3= Unfortunately the term "unidentified flyinz object", or UFO for short,
‘becanse of its widespread and indiscrininate use is generally regarded as just
another word for "flying seucer". This is a rather ironic situation since the
was originally introduced to combat just such an eventuality, and so over-
‘come the tendency esutomatically and haphazardly to relegate all unidentified
si:ght:i.nga to the category of "flying saucers'.

‘Even the term Munidentified flyinz object” is somewhat of a misnomer,
; ybably is the underlying reason for its indiscriminate use. We
‘beliave it ‘o be a misnomer on & number of counts, Firstly many sightings ave
‘not ot-m#e*ial a‘bjects but of what the observer, in all good faith, believes to
be ter.tnl objects. Freak weather conditions, eleciriczl storms and unusual

:ili@:t MMitiona can give rise to misleading impressions, especially when the

is unused to them and the time of viewing is short, The eye is not
egpect. For instance Radar is far from infallible. Radar echoes
e clouds and pockets of air are guite common and can give the erroneous

n that some material objeci has been detected.

ly it is our experience thet, except in sightings of aircraft the
is rerely involved. Many sightings are of the plenets or of
he earth ‘g m:asphara, and, in one case, We received an eu:cellan-b

to the observer ga:m..a.lly providas an a.deqnate identif:.catian of the
ng subseguently. It is our experience that more than 90% of all well reported
1gS 'm  identified satisfactorily. The rest cannot be identified specific-
© the obsarver's report of the sighting does not contain sufficient
pr "Widh an identificetion, or in cages where it is considered that
the .investi@ﬁm is wnwarranted. An example of the latter is illustrated by
‘case of a women who wrote in 1964, after resding = newspsper repert of a UFO

ing, to tell us of sounds she hed heard one night more then twelve months
Mmﬁln she did not know what date it was she had heard the noises and, as she
was too frightened to get out of bed, she did not see what was making the noise.
Could the "object" be identified? Naturally it could not be.

Dl Although it is difficult to conjum up a name which adequately describes
these sightings I think a more appropriste term than "unidentified flying objecta"
! . be "unidentified serial sightings" - the sightings being "unidentified" only
.:lmaai’ar as *I:ha observer is concerned. It could be defined as an observation which
Temains unexplained to the viewer at least long emough for him to report it. Although
the tern may still be inadequate in some respects I think it removes some of the
misleading inferencos which were =pparent previously when using the term "unidentified
flying object™.

Assesement of Asrial Sightings

6. The asgensment of reports of unidentified serisl sightings in
AUSTRALILL ‘and the TERRITORIES is the responsibility of the Department of Adr at
‘CANBERRA. There is no hidden implication in this allocation of respbnaibility.
The Department is simply the most eppropriate suthority for the task, which is
pexformed to detemine whether or not a threat to the seourity of the nation
s involved.
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e Much effort and time is devoted each year %o the assessment of aerial
sightings. Reports have been received from as far south as TASMANIA and as
far north as NEW GUINEA. Immediastely following a report the observer is
usually contacted and requested to complete a detailed pro-forma covering all
aspects of the sighting. If there is no immediate and obvious explanation for
the sighting the observer may then be interviewed by a member of the RALF so
that his creditability may be assessed and in order to obtain useful additional
4information. The Department of Civil Aviation may then be contected concern-
ing civil aircraft movements in the area, while military aircraft novements
and weather balloon flights are also checked, in case they may have been

£ raoponsible for the sighting. Satellites ars also responsible for = number

o of reports, basicelly because of public interest in satellites and the

[ increesing number out into our skies. The movenents of satellites and

PR satellite debris are checked through the Dopartment of Supply, which tabulates

i data on all satellites, regardless of country of origin, Because of the

= steadily incressing asmount of traffic in our skies, and in space for that

f matter, (more than 500 pieces of satellite herdwere ave orbiting the earth

at this minute), the task of identifying serial sightings is assuming substen-

i 8. Reporting Procedure, The procedure to te adopted when reporting an

1y unidentified aerial sighting is to write a letter to the nearest RAAF base or,

alternatively, to the neerest police station giving your name and address and

- 25 much of the following information as you mey be able to recall :-

‘ Date end precise time of the sighting;

Length of tine sighting under observation;

‘Where the sighting took placej

Position of the sighting when first observed (e.g., overhead

coming from behind e hill, over the horizon etc.);

e) Thet was it that attracted your sttention; (e.g. light, noise)s

f) Did the sighting appear to be a light or a solid objects

Whet was its colour;

What was its apparent shapej

n If more than one sighting was concurrently observed, how meny

[ were there and what was their formationj

- oy (k) Wes any detail of the structure of the sighting observed;

e (1) Was any method of propulsion obvious;

o (m) Was there any sound (description, if any); and,

v - (n) Your estimate of the object's height, apeed and direction of

' flight.

}' 9. Now this last item is very important snd I would venture to say that
&I unless you have some experience in estimating height and speed your impression

of any object's height, speed and direction of flight could be completely
erronecus. VWhy this is so becomes cleer when one realises that any estim-
ation of speed requires that we have some idea of an object's height aznd this,
in turn, reguires thet we have some idea of the true size of the object.

10. If a sighting appesrs as a light or is so fer away thet 'we cannot
5 discern any detail about it obther than that it sppears to be an object, then
! we have nothing szainst which to compare its aize. Conseguently an estimation
- of its size or an impression of its height and speed are likely to be in error.
TFor example, en nircraft flying overhead at 300 mph at a height of 5,000 ft.

/..
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could easily give an obscrver the erroneous impreséion that he hed sighted
en object flying et 3,000 m.p.h., if he thought that the height was about
50,000 ft. Thistlodown, less than one inch in diamuter, which ere blown up
to 100 £t or so by the wind during our sumrmer months, can eppear g8 objects
flying very high st fentastic speeds and capable of the most anazing men-
joeuyres, sinply because their size is a metter of conjeoture at the time.
Similerly an aircreft flying directly away from the cobserver, perticularly
at night, could appear as = slowly descending or hovering object.

1. Since ihe size of the sighting, the direction of its flight snd
its distance from us is normelly impossibla %0 estimate aceurstely, it is
better to make an estimate of the sighting's initial engle of slevations
above the horizon, the angle throngh which it subseguently may cppeer to
move and tha time taken to 3¢ so.

The Identification of Aerial Sichtings,
-8 Tdentified Sightings With the information available from the serial
‘sighting report, an attempt is rade to identify the sighting. In 9 out of
10 well reported cases this is usually possible. By fer the greatest number
‘of sizhtings have beecn attributed to astronomical phenongne, such as falling
meteors or the view of a psvtioular plemet (such s Venus, Jupitor or Mars)
which may heve aspearad unusual to the obseryer. Aircraft sre responsible
for the next highest percentese of sightings, wiile a variety of other causes,
such =3 rockets of the firecrackers variety, weather oalloons, satellits meteriel
‘and so on, combine to form the remainder. If is significant to note thet
‘records show, both in 1963 and again in 1964, that ths months Suring which the
greatest nunber of seriel signtings were reportod were slso the months of
‘@reatest meteor activity. The months of July and August consistently bring in
more sightings than any obher month of the year.

« The numver of sishtings which cannot be

s Midentoran Biantan, i
' £ron the information availsble hes renained fairly consistently
. two a year. Indeed, given sufficient time and effort, the
ied sightings probably could be reduced further. One has
wever, whether the roguired additional time and effort is
canted, 1t is generally sccepied that there is, and always will be, &

e sightings (duc to high eltitude phenonena, which are strange
%o the untrained eye) for which the aveilsble information will never be
sufficient to enabls an identification to be me e, In other words it is
Just not possible to achiove a 100% record of successful identificstion. The
can be oached but not achicved, sinmply because the inacouracies
t in this type of work militate egainst its achievemsnt. So much for
in AUSTIALTA; what of the experience of oversess Air Forces such
tance the USAF.

. Ecpericnce dn USA, Experience in the UNITED STATES wans parallel
dustralisn exXperience. The Americans, however, handle meny more roported
aightings, sveraging from 400 to 600 each year. The malysis of 211 reported
sightings in the USA has been tho responsibility of the USAF Adr Technical
ntelligence Centre since investigetions started in 1947. Since that tine
they have investigeted some 9,000 reports.

5 In their effort to identify reported cerial sightinge the

‘dmericens use automatic sorting and conputing technigues, beomuse these
nethods provide the best way to hanilec such great amounts of date. The
vritten veports ave reduced 4o IBI punch-card abatrects by means of logically
developed forms and stendavdiced evaluation procedures, The evalustion of the
reporte, a crucial sbep in the preparetion of the dnta fur statistical trest-
Rty consista of an appraisal of the veports, the subsequent classificstion of
the elehting, with ths enyhasiz on complete consistonoy and objectivity. This
ognsistency end pbjectivity oon be maintained right through the anelysis since
the computer is a nechine smd not a mon,

4fs.
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16. A typicel breskdown of American identification, before improved
reporting end investigating procedurss wers introduced, would have been zs

follows t-

Astronomicel phenomenat 25% of totael sightings
kircraft: 20% "
Balloons: 16% 2

Other csuses (lights,birds,hosxes): 13% "
Reperts with insufficient inform-

stion: 17% "
Dnidentified reports: 9% "
At Reports classified under the heading of "insufficient information"

are those for which an essential piece of informstion ia missing. For example
the omission of sighting time or location.

18 ifter the new procedure had been in operstion for some 6 montha, the
percentege of sightings remaining unidentified wes reduced to one third of the
‘previous figures. The figures for this period then became:-

‘Astronomical phenomenn: 23% of total sightings
Aireraft: 1% i
Balloons: 265% n
Other causes: 2% "

eports with insuffioient inforn-

on 7% "
‘Unidentificd reports: 3% "

_ The effect of the new reporting and investigeting procedures has

1ed to be marked, raducing the percentage of those unidentified to 1.6%
one occasicn, %o 25 low as 0.7/  The Americems, in fact, believe the
2ga can be reduced even further,

20, Experience in UK. In the UNITED KINGDOK a somewhat similar picture
presents itself. There, 2ll reports of unidentified serial sightings are
processed through Defence Ministry iir Intelligence, snd sn average of 9 out of
10 sightings have been idontified. Astronomical phenonene and aircraft are

gain the main recsons for sightings. The Defence linistry is confident

‘more reliable infornation a d improved reporting procedures, the number

_ ified could bo substentially reduced. The Ministry shares the opinion
(With the Americens that the impossibility of devoting moro $ime and money is the
Bain factor preventing the achicvement of a retional identificstion for every

R | would like o repeat the nzin points I kave nmade as T think

they are important. Reports of unidentified serial sightings have been
assessed by the Department of Air for the pest ten years or so, [HNearly all
OF those sightings heve been idontificd as either aatronomical phencacna,
alroraft, fireworks, balloons or satellite material re-entering the earth's
atmosphere, Astronomical phenomena is responsible for the greatest number of
‘elghtings and it is significant that there is & noticeable relationship between
the tiue of yoar when the prostest number of sightings are reported and the time
' greatist metoor activity is experienced. There tends to be an incrosse of

ings cach yeer around ebout the main meteor stream dates, which

s it i2 hard o believe ie purely coineidental, and conversoly there are few

i mm during the principel geps between dates of neteor activity.
5/ve
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20 Both in the UK =and USA, enzlyces of reported sightings have
resulted in similar conclusions to our own. In the UNITED STATES, where some
9,000 sightings have bsen investizeted over the pest 18 years, scientific
methods of date reduction have consistently demonstrated that there are no
A s:@liﬁ.cant similaritics between sightings which have not been identified. In
il fact improved reporting and evaluating procedures have markedly reduced the
. number of sightings falling into the "unidentified" category. Only the
» -q,_mpogaibiliﬁ' of providing =n intensive effort and immense expense prohibits
the expectation of a complete reducticn of sightings, which ocurrently remain

unidentified end which now stands at avound 2-

T i 7 The number of unidentified sightings each year in AUSTRALIA does
: not warrant such great effort or expense. Only where there is evidence that
a threat to the security of the nation is involved (e.g. the possibility of
foveign aiveraft infringing our sir spece) would this attitude be reversed.
Department of air believes that there always will be serial sightings of
high eltitude phenomena which ere strange to the untreined eye and that of
hese some will not be identified.
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a Maﬂ. in F12, the RAAF's prime concern in UFO investigation
there is no threat to hstmna. s security and the

‘,m %o o evd.d.eneﬁ to suggest that any UFO's threaten
% and, from a defence point of view, increased effort
:igation would meem to be unwarranted.

ar evidence sugzest that scientific, as opposed to
on of these phenomena would be more appropriate if
on is desired by the government.
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DEPARTMENT OF ATR

MINUTE PAPER

Subjeot: U F o7

DAF «

f!ija Folio / d is referred for your comments and advice so0 thet a
reply can be prepared for the Minister.

: A Would you plesse give this matter priority so that either a full
- e ‘or interim reply can be forwarded from CAS Branch as soon as possible.

I you ere unable to provide material for a full reply within
d you please return this file so that an interim reply can be




gn ' : COMMONWEALTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION
gecg. A P I O o S oo

Under he distinaulihed ‘ Potronase. of- Alr' Monhol Skt George  Jones, KCBE, CB, DFC.

Proaident | PETER E. NORRIS, LLE.  Secrelary: M. SYLVIA SUTION P.O. BOX 180, MOO L ViC., h T 1 951859

106 Collins Street,
Me=lbourne.

31st October, 1967

Jr, P, Howseon, M. H.R,
House of Represeatatives,
CANBERRA. A.C.T.

Dear Bir,

. T Have plezsure in enclosing herewith
a note describing the work being undertaken on unidentified
fiying objects by the University of Colorado under the
auspices of the United States Air Force.

_ Wy Organisation meintaing that a

gimilar Project insugurated in Australia with Commonwealth

funds would be of assistance in helping to solve the great

international problem of the UFO's.

: Your aesistance inlringing this matter

to the attention of the Government will be greatly

ﬁp’;ﬁx‘sc’iateii-.. :
Yours faithfully,

P. E. BORRIS.
President.
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COMMONWEALTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION:

12th floor
100 Collins Street.
Melbourne.

THE COLORADO PROJECT:

U.S. SCIENTISTS TO PROBE U.F.0'S

In October 1966 the United States Air Force announced that

a sum of $300.000 (subsequently increased to $500.000) would
be made available to the University of Colorado to permit the
establishment of a full time project to investigate the
problem of the unidentified flying objects.

Head of the Project is Dr.Edward U. Condon the University's
Professor of Physics and one of the country's outstanding
and more outspoken scientists.

- Besides Dr. Condon. the Project includes Mr. Robert J. Low.

an Engineer, who is Project Co-ordinator; Dr. Michael
Wertheimer, a psychologist; Dr. William Blumer a Meteorologist.

and Dr. Joseph Rush a physicist.

-.Ipiammgpign_rgceived by C.A.P.1.0 indicates that the specific

‘assi ents now being undertaken are the development of a
sighting case file which will be accessible to sorting by
mputer; planning for one or more well trained teams of
‘field investigators; development of a special sighting
(interrogation) form: preparing a manual or booklet, including
background information on astronomy for public guidance in
observing and reporting U.F.0's; giving serious consideration

to an effort to deploy instruments for detection of U.F.0's
for gathering quantitative data.

‘and

A major effort is being made to open up new sources of
information among professional pilots and others who would
be likely to see UFO's; also to re-open information sources
which. for reasons of dissatisfaction with the Air Force
Project (Project Bluebook) have stopped reporting sightings.

~ For one scientific experiment, engineers of one of the largest

automobile companies in the country will attempt to determine
exactly what could cause failure of the electrical systems of

- automobiles. as is often reported as a result of the close

approach of UFO's.

According to "Time" Magazine of 4th August 1967, the Project

is now well under way and a computer-aided analysis of 2000
sightings has commenced. In addition. three sightings
Supported by ample photographic or eye witness evidence are
recelving intensive examinstion. It is anticipated that the
ggggect's repert will be completed and published in September

One other Scientist who is closely associated with the
‘Colorado Project is Dr. James E.McDonald, Professor of
Meteorology at the University of Arizona.




Dr. McDonald recently appeared before the United Nations
0ut§§o§pace Affeirs Group and made the following statement
on =

38 There are strong indications of increased close approaches
by UFO's here and abroad.

2. It is not possible to explain all the sightings as natural
phenomena or as secret tests of highly advanced aerial
or space vehicles built on ezrth.

3. In spite of officizal debunking, the verified evidence
points to some unknown phenomenon about which all of us
must gquickly become better ihformed.

The most probable hypothesis is that the UFQ0's are
extra-terrestrial probes capable of causing EM.
(Electromagnetic) interference and other unusual effects.

The importance of the problem to our world if UFQ's
are actually extra ierrestrial probes should gquickly
bring about international scientific co-operation to
discover all possible information.

The prestigious National Investigations Committee
on Aarial Phenumena largest and must influential of the

oject as follows:—

"Glearly this is a2 new era of UFQ research. Now that

the validity of the Air Force explanations for UFQ's

has been seriously guestioned and the doubts acted upon,
it is time for a re-orientation of efforts. We have long
been aware of the undue influence on public opinion

(including scientists) that official pronouncements

have had, delaying an open study and misleading those
W e'uould bring a resolution to the problem. All :
‘indications are that the investigators fully intend to
have a thorougn look 2t the facts.

'Iiithis is done, we are confident that scepticism will
e -
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Dear Mra. Sutton,

I refer $o your letter of &th May, 1967 about the possibili
miking funds availeble for epooialised researeh inte widentitiod

objects.

E%

You may be asmuwred, hovever that the Department of Afr will
mumu&mm:mmhmmzmmt

.
Yours sincerely,

o -“'J'_.'-_-'SO"‘I

TES

\”;; re

Peter Howeon
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f’féTTERS FROM HERALD READERS
TE‘].W\& MeEe it [ ‘ 4 ”}

. [S@uIcers

i In reply to Trevor Skinnee’s lotter (Herald, |
[ 1-4-67), referring to my lotter on unidentified
I flying qbwm 128-3-67), 1 wish to point out 1} =
[ ‘that' | did not use the term “'Hying sauces' nor |
‘was the heading my invention.
. The term “fying saucer” was, in fact,
i by the U.S. Press arter the Kcmwt‘n
i \ ;sighting in 1947 and it has been
o 4 ﬁc?mm,v used, by world-wide Press ever
- |

Rnlph Dittor, o barber,
of Zaneawic Ohio,

' he.
i ﬁﬂum wcinll:y !mi: “hzr:ll Pr.omgra .’md tms un-
IR aily the % ff Ruing abject .
Ve m*u &pehm]mtlz_ﬁ nbove s house with
5 etal interference to radigs, P4 “___M"m...a =]
ke teiovision, car ang ero-
* plone bs. oar heads

| uches,  distiness,  miner

burss, skin (ritations el

LU ek e e

v
: ‘M'“ p]fnuh‘f e

hedd relutively o 1o

: Ums. There hﬁaybeen nq

: Feason for

eots, i
; IF Tievor Skhnmer LT
Mkn HME 0 e the
aubjech & HElle care-

1 =hi nhd dnalysis
hc will fingl | documented
evidence nverwhelnunu!v
'in mwmn of thp

’t‘ n m»-!m' imﬂhgmce
,un

s.—-\MnI Syiru Subton,
-~ Hon.  Secretary, Com-
[ manwesith Acrial Pherio-
Jmenay Investization o;_
._Pa?nruliun, Maarabbin,

.
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MINUTE PAPER

(Write on this side only) 569/5/451(12)

UFOs IN AUSTRALIA - CAPIO

As you are awave the RAAR's prime concein in the investization
of UF0s is to ascertzin whether any repori suggests a possible threat to
Augtralia from the air, Provided we can retain this prerogative we have no
‘objection to the Government giving officizs]l and financial backing to some

sation which would like to delve more deeply into the UFD guestion.

organi
However this Directorate obvieusly cannct decide the Government's policy o

:'v.‘r&""'.v TN
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DEPARTHENT OF AIR

MINGOTE PAPER
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¥ r comments and ‘.tdnce go thet &
::aply can be prepared M Lo Pt Fu

me;l.d you ple&aa gwe th:l.s matte:: pnonty 50 tha.‘t‘. e:l.ther a full
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COMMONWEALTH AERIAL PHENOMENA |NVESTIGATION ORGANISATION | . ., ./
c A P , o ; {Aflinting Austrolian UF.0, Seciaties,) e
Under the distinguished Potrcnoge of Alr Manhal Sir George Jones, K.BE, CB, DEC,

t: PETER E. NORRIS, LLB. Secratary : M. SYLVIA SUTTON P.0. BOX 180, MOORABBIN, VIC,, AUSTRALIA.  Telephone: 951659

6th March 1967.

¥r Feter Howson, M.EH.R.,
Minister for iir,
Parliament House,
CANBETEA. A.C.T.

Desr Sir,

y 45 secretery of the sbove-mentioned federation, I am writing to you
again with reference to unidentifisd flying objeets.

fhe pest 19 years, with so many well-autheniicated sighting reports
our own rapid advence in the Space Age technology, have brought a basie
in the genevel public's thinking. From disbelief and ridicule has
tance that URO's exist but the nature of the phenomenon is still pure
: _ However, it is a matter of vital importance to every living
 porson on this plenet.

T would like to drzw your attention to the recent grant of §300,000
hich the U.S. Air Foree nade %o the University of Colorado for
e purpose of investigeting UFO's/ This venture, to be run with
complete independence and without military direction, is in line with the
recommendations made by Congress earlier last yeer.

On 5th April 1966 the second session of the 29th Congressional Hearing
: U.5.4. dealt specifieslly with the subject of UFO's and whilst
ed that the Air Force had been dilizent in its UFO investigstions
‘affected national seeurity, the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board
an inderendent body be sst up for more specialized investigations
with strons emrhssis on scisntifie analysis. The afors-mentioned
appezrs to be the result.

‘Australis would like to see similar assistance given here to some
4l orsanisation such as the G.S5.1.R.0. or perhaps a University.
on good authority that already the University of Colorado haa approached
seientist with a rsgusst for co—operation and suggestions as to the
_ careh It is obvious that larze-scale work cannot be
out financial assistance

18 private UFO resesreh groups and societies throughout the
vork with only limited resources of time and money. They
ent sponsored projects by providing the
on from their respective areas. Ilo doubt
societies would be willing to help, if
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The long range plan iz for an Internaticnal Orgenisation with the
mitnal benefits it could confer. Alrscdy the Scouts Movement which
commenced in Japan less then two years ago hes cped into the International
Suv Beauts, Thers areslso people in other countries who ave thinking along

v 1ines and with whom we have exchanged correspondence.

Thenking you in anticipation thet you will give this matter your
sericus conaideration and edvise us on your deliberations.

Yours feithfully,

(Mrs.) Sylvia Sutton.
Hon. Sec.




o COMMONWEALTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION

Under 1ho distinguished Potronoge of Alr Mombal Sir Georpe Jones, KB.E, €CB, DFC.

Secreloty ¢ Mn. SYLVIA SUTTON POL mkﬂ MOORABBIN, VIC., AUSTRALIA. Talephona 1 95 145%

180
6q fi sl
5 ([" 3 4' 12th November 1966
pps- R
= =11 bls,
ﬁrl- Bl w“hm,
‘Secratary,
Dept, of Air,
CANBEFRA. A.C.T.
Dear Sir,
 Thank you for your letisr of 2nd inst. and for the accompanying
‘synopsis of UFQ sightings.

The latter is being duplicated to send to the affiliated societies
‘of C.4.2.1.0. and we do appreciate your co-operation.

Again thanking you for your time and trouble,

Yours faithfully,

J_ 790—4’&&.\/
(¥rs.) ®ylvia Sutton.
Hon. “sc.
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UNIDENTIFIED FLYING ORJECTS - AN EVALUATION RISED ON
AUSTRALIAN, AMSRICAN AND BETTISH ATR FORCE SEPORTS

A summary of an address given by lir B.G. Roberts, to the
Ballarat Astronomical Society st BALIAR.T,

Febmary 1955

The y UFD and Some Objections to it

e Unfortunately the term "unidentified flying object", or UFO for short,
because of its widespread and indiscripinate use is generally regarded as just
another word for "flying ssucer". This is =z rather ironic situation since the
term wes originally introduced to combat just such an eventuality, and so over-
come the tendency automatically and haphazardly to relegate all unidentified
sightings to the category of “"flying saucers'.

e Even the term "unidentified flying object" is somewhat of a misnomer,
and this probably is the underlying reason for its indiscriminate use, We
believe it to be a misnomer on a number of counts, Firstly many sightings are
not of mta*ial objects but of what the observer, in all good faith, believes to
be material objects. Freak weather conditions, electrical storms and unusual

ight conditions can give rise to misleading impressions, especially when the

; ubaerm is unused to them and the time of viewing is short. The eye is not

: 3 alone in this respect. For instance Radar is far from infallible. Radar echoes
: from dense clouds and pockets of air are guite common and can give the erronecus
imas‘sim that some material object has been detected.

v 3. Secondly it is our experience that, except in sightings of aircraft the
s _process . of flying is ravely involved. Many sightings are of the planets or of
s _meteors entering the earth's atmosphere, and, in one case, we received an excellent
. m{afmam 17 separate observers in the Central NORTEERN TERRITORY of the
-entry of the Bussien Satellite Cosmos II into the earth's atmosphere.

4. &B might even go a stage further and challenge the word "unidentified"
on the grounds that the classification is a purely tentative one, since information
available to the observer generally provides an adequate identification of the

ng subseguently. It is our experience that more than 90% of all well reported
: s can be identified satisfactorily. The rest cannot be identified specific-
, mainly hecause the obsarver's report of the sighting does not contain sufficient
' to provide an identificstion, or in cases where it is considered that

r investigantion is unwarranted. An- example of the latter is illustrated by

! caze of & women who wrote in 1964, after reading a newspeper report of a UFO
ighting, to tell us of sounds she had heard one night more than twelve months
previously; she did not know whet date it was she had heard the noises and, as she
i 90 frightened to get out of bed, she did not see what was making the noise.
d the "object" be identified? Naturally it could not be.

I e

D Although it is difficult to conjureup a neme which adequately describes
thes sightings I think a more appropriste term than "unidentified flying objects"
would be "unidentified aerial sightings" - the sightings being "unidentified" only
~insofar as the observer is concerned. It could be defined as an observaticn which
~remains unexplained to the viewer at least long enough for him to report it. Although
the term may still be inadequate in some respects I think it removes some of the

mi n, in.f.‘emwa which were apparent previously when using the term "unidentified
flying object"
Assessment of Aerial Sightings

6. The assessment of re

ports of unidentified aerial sightings in
AUSTRALTL and the TERRITORIES is the Tesponsibility of the Depaztment of Air at
Gm._ There i8 no hidden implicstion in this allocation of responsibility.

* Department is simply the most appropriate suthority for the task, which is
%fmaﬁ ::1 determine whether or not a threat to the seourity of the nation
invalve
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TS Much effort and time is devoted each year to the assessment of aerial
‘sightings. Reports have been received from as far south as TASHMANIA and as
far north as NEW GUINEA. Immediztely following a report the observer is
usually contacted and requested to complete a detailed pro-forma covering all
aspects of the sighting. If there is no immediate and obvious explanation for
the sighting the ohserver may then be interviewed by a member of the RAAF so
‘that his creditability may be assessed and in order to obtain useful additional
information. The Department of Civil Aviation may then be contacted concern-
ing civil aircraft movements in the area, while militery aircraft movements
‘and weather balloon flights are also checked, in cess they may have been
regponsible for the sighting. Setellites ere also respomsible for a number
of reports, basically because of public interest in satellites and the
‘inoreasing number out into our skies. The movements of satellites and
satellite dabris are checked through the Dopertment of Supply, which tabulates
data on all satellites, regardless of country of origine Because of the

L LA ‘eteadily incressing amount of traffic in our skies, and in space for that

2 matter, (more than 500 pieces of setellite hardware ave orbiting the earth

s at this minute), the task of identifying aerial sightings is assuming substan-
e tial proportions.

B Beporting Procedure. The procedure to be adopted when reporting an
‘s unidentified aerial sighting is to write a letter to the nearest RAAF base or,
{ s ~ alternatively, to the nearest police station giving your name and address and
Ay £2 much of the following information as you may be able to recall :-
. Dete and precise time of the sighting;
L, ! Length of tinme sighting under observation;
£ (e) Where the sighting took place;

S ek : (@) Position of the sizhting when first observed (e.g., overhead
L - ) coming from behind a hill, over the horizon ete.);

'I':' , What wes it that attracted your sttention; (e.z. light, noise);
: { Did the sishting oppear to be a light or a solid objects
_- % What was its colour;
— What was its apparent shape;
~ (J) If nore then one sighting was concurrently observed, how many
4 FaEaRal : were there and what was their formation;
. (k) Wes any detail of the structure of the sighting observed;
T (1) Was| any method of propulsion obvious;
| 5 (m) Was there any sound (deseription, if any); and,
- (v) Your estinate of the object's height, speed and direction of
: flight.
9 ‘oW this last item is very importent and I would venture to say that

unless you have gome experience in estimating height and speed your impression
| of any object's height, speed and direction of flight could be completely
t erroneous. Why this is so becomes clear when one realises that any estim-
‘ation of speed requires that we have some idea of an object's height and this,
An tum, reguires thet we have some idez of the true size of the object.

0. If a sighting appears as & light or is so fer away that we cannot
(iscem any detmil sbout it other than that it appears to be an objeot, then
‘We have nothing ageinst which to compars its size, Conseguently an estimation
of its size or an dmpression of its height and speed are likely to be in error.
Far exenple, en aircreft flying overheed at 300 mph at a height of 5,000 ft.

s
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could easily give an obscryver the erroncous inpression that he hed sighted
an object flying et 3,000 m.p.h., if he thought that the height was about
50,000 ft. Thistledown, less than one inch in dizmeter, which .are blown up
to 100 £t or so by the wind during our Summer months, can appear os objecta
flying very high at fantastic speeds and capable of the most amazing man-
oeuvres, simply because their size is = matter of ecnjecture et the time.
Similarly an aircraft flying directly away from the observer, particularly
at night, could appear as a slowly descending or hovering object.

11. Since the size of the sighting, the direction of its flight and
its distance from us is normally impossible +o estimate accurately, it is
better to mske an estimste of the sighting's initial angle of elevations
above the horizon, the angle through which it subseguently mey sppear to
move and the time tekeén to do so.

1e Tdentific

: JIdentified Sightings With the infornmation available from the merial
1wbing veport, an attenpt is made to identify the gighting. In 9 out of
well reported cases this is usually possible. By far the greatest number
of sightings have been attributed to astronomical phenonena, such as falling

meteors or the view of a particular planet (such as Venus, Jupitor or Mars)
‘which mey have appesred unusual to the obssrver. Aircraft are responsible

for the next highcst percentage of sightings, while & variety of other causes,

‘such as rockets of the firecrackers variety, weather ballooms, satellite material

end so on, combine to form the remainder. It is sizmificant to note that
racords show, both in 19563 ond sgein in 1964, th- the months during which the
greatest number of aserisl sishtings were reparted were also the months of

greatest meteor sctivity.  The monthe of July and August consistently bring in

nore sightings than any other month of the year.

130 Unidentified Sizht: The number of sightings which cannot be

=ronnd sbout two a year. Indeed, given sufficiont time mnd effort, the
nunber of unidentified sishtings probably could be reduced further. One has
%o sssess, hovever, whether the required additional time and effort is
warranted. It is generally accepted that there is, and always will be, a

LL number of sightings (due to high sltitude phenonena, which are strange
the untrained eye) for which the available information will never be

ent to enable an identification to be me'e. In other words it is

 not possible to achiove a 100% record of successful identification. The

ideal can be approached but not achieved, simply because the inaccuracies

‘Anberent in this type of work militate agsinst its achievement. So much for
rience in AUSTAALIA; what of the experience of overseas Air Forces such

or instance the USAF,

14.  Experionce in USA, Experience in the UNITED STATES runs perallel
to Australion oxperience. The Americans, however, handle many more reported
sightings, averaging from 400 to 600 each yeer. The analysis of all reported
sightings in the USA hes been the responsibility of the USAF Air Technicel
Intelligence Centre since investigations started in 1947. Since that time
they have investigated some 9,000 reports,

15. In their effort to identify reported serisl sightings the

Anericens use automatic sorting and somputing technigues, because these
nethods provide the best way to handle such great emounts of data. The
yritten roports are reduced to IE punch-card ebstrects by means of logically
developed forms and standardised evalustion procedures, The evalustion of the
reports, a crucicl step in the preparation of the data for statistical treat-
ment,consists of an appraisal of the reports, the subsequent classification of
‘Bhic aighting, with the emphesis on conplete consistency and objectivity. This
‘esnsistency and objectivity can be maintained right through the anelyeis since
the conputer is a nechine and not 2 mane

4/..
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16. 4 typicel breakdown of American identification, before improved

;q{lortm end investigating procedurcs were introduced, would heve been aa
follows :-

- | Astronomicel phencrana: 25% of total sightings

(43 Alrvoraft: 20% "

| ; Balloonas 15% "

s Other causes (lights,birds,hoexes): 13% "

e Reports with insufficient inform-

R ation: 17% "

f Unidentified reports: A "

i Reports classified under the hesding of Minsufficient information"
i—_' ‘are those for which an essential picce of information is migsing, For exanple
‘the omission of sighting time or location.

. :_:;

B 18. (after the new procedure had been in operstion for some 6 montha, the

. percentege of sightings rémnining unidentificd was reduced to one third of the
' prévious figures, The figures for this period then becamei=

‘Astronomical phenonenas 23% of total signtings
Adrcraft: 21% n
B.éllom! 26% "
Reports with insuffioient inforn-

‘ation 7% "
Unidentified reports: 3% "

The effoct of the new veporting and investisating procedures has
nued $0 be marked, reducing the percentage of those unidentificd to 1.6%
axd, on one oceasion, to =s low 85 O.7%, The Anericans, in fect, believe the

ntage oan b reduced even further.

&% Zxperlonco in UK, In the UNITED KINGDQM a somewhat similar pioture
- Presents iteelf. There, 211 reports of unidentified meriel gightings are
processed through Defence Ministry iir Intellizence, snd an average of 9 out of
08 have baen identified. Astronomical phenonmens end aireraft are
g - iin the mein rousons for sightings. The Defemoe Ministry is confident
I pore reliable informetion e d improved reporting procedures, the number
= umidentificd could bo substantially reduced, The Ministry shares the opinion
- ;'Wi-: bhe Anexicans that the inpossibility of devoting more time and mnoney is the
AN fein factor preventing the achicyenment of = rationsl identificetion for overy
Conelusions
2L, I would like to repeat the main points I have nade s I think

thoy ere inportant. Reports of wnidentificd ecriel sightings have been
ssgessed by the Departnent of Afr far the pest ten years or so. Nearly all
= of those sightings heve been identifien as either astronomical phenomona,
mfﬂfﬁ fireworks, Balloons or setellite matarial re-antering the earth's
atnosphere.  Astronomicsl Phenonena ia resycnsible far the greatest number of
Signtings and it is significent thet thore is a noticeable relationship between
*he tine of yoar when the sreatest nurber of sishtings are roported and the time
‘When the greatost meteor sctivity is experienced, There tends to be an inorcasc of
Feported sightings cech yenr sweound about the pein meteor strean dates, which
4t 15 hard to believe is mrely coincidental, and conversoly there are few
roporte during the principel &2p8 between dates of neteor activity.

5 .'_- ! 5/us
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22,  Eoth :l.n the UK and USA, snalyses of reported sightings have
resulted in similar conclusions to our own. In the UNITED STATES, where some

9,000 sightings have boen investigeted over the past 18 yerrs, scientific

methods of data reduction heve consistently demonstrated that there are no
significant similaritios batween sightings which have not been identified. In
fact improved reporting and evalusting procedures have markedly reduced the
‘number of sightings folling into the "unidentificd" category. Only the
impossibility of providing en intensive effort and immense expense prohibits
the expectation of a complete reduction of sightings, which currently remain
unidentified and which now stends at around 2-3%

23. The number of unidentified sightings each year in AUSTRALIA does

not » t such great effort or expense. Only where there is evidence that
‘2 threat to the security of the nation is involved (e.g. the possibility of

foreign aircraft infringing our air space) would this attitude be reversed.
The Depnrtment of Air believes that there always will be aerial sightings of

high altitude phenomena which arc strenge to the untrained eye and that of
these some will not be identified.




'ﬁ""“-"‘"*/ &J“M’ s
.“"‘{f“”/m a!za .a:rm—-'




Date of Brief Description of fAerial Sighting Possible
Sighting Cause
23 Jan 60 Twin Yellow Lights over Launceston, Tasmania. Refraction
Elevation 20° - 30° of light
1 Feb 60 Bright object emitting flashes, moving W to E over
Melbourne, Victoria. Astronomical
‘Spherical, silvery object, elevation 80° - 65“, over
Canberra, ACT. Astronomical
13 Jun 60  Flashing red light and fixed white light over
i e ‘Mangelore, Victoria. Aircraft
i 26 Jun 60 Explosion of light with spark showers, elevation 40°
5 3 ‘en route Melbourne, Victoris, to Launceston, Tasmanig Lstronomical
. 19 4ug 60  Bright flasning object travelling E to W, 160 miles
! e, N of Mullewa, WA. Astronomical
1. - .
. 20ct 60  Crescent shaped object, horns lighted, 5° above
I8 southern horizon, Lsunceston, Tasmania. Astronomical
| L
I T saucers and a mother ship" cigar shaped,
s 4 venti,qgl bands, over Cressy, Tesmenis. Astronomical
) Uhi e ljght, angle of elevation 45 » Haclunda Downs,
, L hstronomical
th Igms meemland Astronomical
TUAS traversing sky, W to E over Launceston, Tasmania Met balloon
£ with light .
i attached.
i
i S:l.qw noving oigm:-ahaped object similar to airoraft -
‘bright orange rear portion, rest dull grey. Probably Tid
airoraft
Vigcount A
VH-TVG ]
oy ; “
27 Oct 60 Mysterious explosions, Cressy Avea, Longford, Tasmania - 1
orange coloured ball hovering in sky, also described
a3 cigar-shaped. Astronomical
27 Oct 60  Orange/blue/red round object, trailing cloud of sparks,
exploded at Postina, Tasmenia. ligtronomical
15 Bov 60  Orange transluscent ball, approx 70 £t in diameter ol
at altitude 35,000 £t heading 140° at high speed. Astronomical \
: 27 Noy 60  Light in sky over Poatina/Cressy, Tasmenis Astronomical \1
! 29 Nov 60  Point of blue/green/red light, just obove horizon,
i rising slowly overTrsvallyn, Tasmanis. Astronomical

SUMMARY

OF AIR, CANEERRA, ACT, FROM 1

UNIDERTIFIED AERTAT SIGHTINGS REPORTED TO DEPARTMENT

74

+ The Maains summary of information prepared in the public intersst, inoludes the final

‘assessment of cach sighting reached by Department of Air, CANBERRA, and it is

regretted that no further correspondence can be undertaken on this subject.
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24 grey/blue objects, moving southwards over Great Lakes,
Tasmania.

Star like object, 20 minutes to pass over 1 sky over
Campbell Town, Tasmenia, west to east.

Bright light in sky, Oatlands, Tasmania

Bright, white sphere, 45° from vertical, over Campbell

Town, Tasmania.

apparanﬂ;r controlled light, no sound, several sightings
around Kerang, Victoris.

I 12 M 1 Bright light, with tail of orange sparks over Indooroopilly
L) . o ‘Queensland, from N to S.

M&s uf 1:1@11'!: west of Beaconsfield, Victorie, similar
| 23 Nay 61 Large objéct like a meteor - position 32305 152408
It < ; 3 abjget ‘broken up.

(51 MI silvery thermometer-shaped object - Devonport,
ania - geen through bingculars.

Gmi»calahapeﬂ object falling to earth - Darwin, KT.

Oval sha@eﬁ, ‘red-glowing object, Cairns, Queensland,

il e photographed through 4 in telescope

14 -

||!" ! Y ¥, 4

|'||._1Il {8

R e

i 31 Jul 61 Tong white glowing object, flaming ‘lsail ‘buzzed train
! 23 on mi&naar, 285 miles south of Darwin, NT

-}'.' B hug ﬁl 12 obje: flying high, in pairs, dropping white

substance - Meekatharra, VA.

24 Aug 61 Hed light, elevation 3.5° at Hobart airport.
Nov/Dec 61 Golden sphere with silver protuberances on either side -
like motor armature, moving and rising inwesterly
direction, Koorda, Wh.

28 nec 61 Sphericel object, emitting flashes of green and orange
‘ light - slow moving - Collaroy, NSW.

16 Jan 62 Fiery, rocket-like object across Caulfield, Vie.

23 Jan 62 Green fading to yellow object over Bast Sale, Vie

Brief Description of ferial Sighting Possible
Cause

Silvery, disc-shaped formation of 30/40 objects over Flight of

Launceston, Tasmania, flying southwards, pigeons

Re:'raction of
1ight

Satellite

Astronomical
Astronomical
Astronomical
Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Ahstronomical

Temperature
inversion,

aj,gh‘bmg of
an aircraft.
Astronomical
Probably
migrating
"balloon
spiders"

Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical
Astrononical
Probably

privata
aircraft.

!m,w fmat}ins BW3 of information prepared in the public interest, includes the
final assessment of gach eighting reached by Department of iir, CANBERRA, and it is
tted that no further correspondenm can be undertaken on this subjact.




Me of Brief Description of Aeriel Sighting Possible

] sthmg Cause

. 30 Jan 62  White spherical object, Manly, NSW hstronomical
\ 25 Jan 62 ) Bright white, planet-1like object; sometimes orange and

Feb 62 occasionally zig-zagging of changing direction, Astronomical

13 Fob 62 ) Fremantle, Wh.
31(;:: 62 White spherical object with metal lustre, Manly, NSW Astronomical

= 11 Maxr 62 Star-like object, 75% elevation to SSW of Flinders
I8 Island, Tasmania Lstronomical

. 13“Apr 62 3 objects, 2 with firey trails, moving from NW
: o direction over Tennant Creek, NT. Astréncmical

. 5lay 62  ite object, sig-zacging, Redoliffe, WA Astronontoal

el 5 May 62 Contrail and metallic glint preceding contrail,
= i over Richmond, NSV Kb

m 62 Ba:&: gj;mtin@ object leaving 4 condensation trails -
' c. ; ?ertically over Holbrook, Victoria Mreraft

ht, travelling across sky, stops, changes course
d graduslly disappears, Iucinda Point, Queensland. Astronomicel

ring red objeet, great size and speed at Kurrajong,

Astronomical
r-coloured objoct over Yass, NSW Astronomical
_object, red/green/blue - slowly moving _ .
Jright/left over Kimberley, Tssmanis. Astrononmical
a-!:-lika object moving across sky over
WA, Mreraft
Astronomical
hstronomical
Astronomical
1 a.h?baz'rs, AT, Aircraft
| 30 Oct 62 Large object with red front emitting thick orange
] coloured exhaust - aver Goulburn, NSW Astroncmical
[ S]W 62 Bright metallic glinting needle shaped object flying
1 in straight-vertical path over Cressy, Taspania. Aircraft
1 8 Dec Yellow, ster-like cbject from S to N in straight path, Probably
; b over Cressy, Tesmania. Satellite
= 1T Dec 62 Cylindrical object, with 2 vertical projections

il travelling MNE/SBW over Norfolk Island. At et

" %B !‘msv‘mg sunnary of information prepsred in the public interest, includes the
 final aasessment of each sighting resched by Department of Air, CANEERRA, and it is
W%M that no further sorrespondence can be undertaken on this subject.




 Date of

: : Brief Description of Aerial Sighting Fossible
Sﬁ:ghtﬁlﬂ‘ Cause
Jm 63 Apparently spherical object, white vapour emitted.
Moved downwards in sky over Penna, Tasmania. Astronomical
1 15 Feb 63 Grey, rotating object descending and then moving over Tornado like
to West - gave off swishing sound, Moe Victoria. meteorological
manifeatation
[ Feb 63  White, spherical object, illuminated, in level flight
i : over Maitlend, NSI. Satellite
- 27 Feb 63 Two bluish/pgreen lights, oval in shape, oscillating in Refraction of
': S sky in tandem, Braybrook, Victoris. lights
i 4 Apr 63 Two bright objects, star-like, side by side, stationary, Refraction of
X oy Tasmania. light.
) ‘,f“ﬁﬁ:sa Long slender, silvery-white pencil-like object - soundless,
- Porster, NsW Adreraft
19 May 63 Bright rod/white object, rising vertically, looked like
T4 S YT er, Mt Gambier, SA. Astronomical
 1.Jul 63 Explosion of Light in sky over Melboume, Victoria. Astrononical
3 Jul 63 Bright greenish/blue light over Iron Range, Queensland. Astronomical
\ 53 Bright star-like object, red, stationary over Delormine,
it grey, circular object, noise like jet engine heard,
hovering ebove Warragul, Victoria. Tornado
R ug 63 Shomer of lights over Darwin area, N7, makigg swishing nolse Astronomical
L= e - . s
I 20 tug 63 Explosion in sky Tuener Station/Ord River Station, SA. Re-entry of
r_ ' Silver spot or streak sighted before explosion. Cosmos 2.
L 23i0ct 63/ starlike object, bulbous front and elongated tail e :
I - Mt Dandanong area, Victoria Astronomical
4 19 Nov 63 Bright orange light, jet engine noise - from W to NV, :
y Moorabin, Victoria. Astronomical
2556\"53 Pinkish/brown starlike object oscillating over Beaumaris, :
Victoria. Hotating in eirculsr menner towards south. Astronomical
24 Dec 63 Marks on negative of photo taken ot BAAF, Darwin. Stati¢ charge
on photo
paper during
loading of
camera

ﬂhﬂfm golng summary of information prepared in the public interest, includes the
Tinal assessment of each sighting recached by Department of Air, CANBERRA, and it is

regretted that no further correspondence can be undertaken on this subject.
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4 ?‘éte of Brief Description of lerial Sighting Possible
Signting Cause
23 Jan 64 ‘Seen st sea by crew of a vesscl NE Point of Groote Eylandt,
b Wi. Large lights in water, made compass go "Haywire".
Shadow in centre of lights rotated clockwise, cesing lights  Unknown
to pulsate.
24 Fob 64 Bright light like bushfire, Balladona, WA,
2 Mer 64 Eyre Highway (178 mile pegs- Latrononical
, 8 Mar 64
i 3 Mar 64 White, planet like object, bright light, Bridport,
it ; Tasmania, Astronomical
B 122 Mar 64 Cigar shaped, travelling sideways, brown colour, at
. Armidale, NSW Astronomical
| 9 May 64 Two moving lights, yellowish, Pascoe Vale, Victoria Refraction of
~ oscillating in sky. light.
= 24 Jul 64 Formation of whitish objects over Longreach, Queensland. Astronomical
(e 1 anl 2  Bright headed object, glowing tail over Onslow, Wi. Astronomiceal
. 2iug 64 Rocket like object, with windows in side, yellow/orange,
~ dbove Wittenoom Gorge,/Hammersley Ranges, Wa. Astronomical
. 12 Aug 64 TWhite light moving scoss sky over Kavieng, Papue and 2 05y
gl -2 New Guinea - like bright star. Satellite
|5 r like object, moving in circles over .
-  Tasnmania. Astronomical
| 250p 64 Two silvery solid oval objects seen on flight Melbourns/ Refraction
hERES: 3 Canberra of light
.l Y iy J T -
E;-s - 22 Sep 64 Object like exploding meteorite - 1it up surface of sea,
E e ' Cambridge Guif, WA, Astronomical
| B Nov 64 Light at horizon, Lowhead Lighthouse, Tasmania. Asronouical
| - S
' 8 Nov 64 Long and narrow, red/orange cbject - travelling fast :
7 e ﬁ{,ﬁ' Shivell,. Viotoria, Astronomical
‘435654 St;ed,p of scrub 600 yds wide, 4% miles long subjected to y _
‘extreme heat, Queensland. Bushfire
13 Jan 65 Apparent acrial objects, with vapour trails, flying in
formetion over Tasman Sea. Astrononical
17 Jen 65 Elongated light with tail- oscillating in sky over Trevellyn,
Tasmania, Astrononmical

17 Jan € Two red lights and line of apparent cabin lights - Refraction of
stationary over Mentone, Victoria. light '
23 Feb 65) Orange Lights in sky over South Cottesloe, WA Probably
30 Mar 6€5) : Vampire
1 Apr 65 ) sircraft
from RALF
Pearce.

’ 'ﬂb M’@@G summsry of information prepared in the public interest, includea the
final assessment of cach eighting reached by Department of Air, CANBERRA, and it da
TAFTEYEed. that no further carrospondence can be undertsken on this subjent.




6.

Brief Description of derial Sighting Pogsible

cause.
Yellow spherical object moved from overhesd to horizon
in SE direction - Lakes Enirence, Victoris. Astronomical
Orange spherical object, West Tamar, Tasnanis. Astronomical
Sphere with red dome on top; 3 illuminated tails - Weather
moving Southwards over Malvern, Victoria. balloon
Yellow steady light from spherical body moved about tho
sky Astronomical
2 objects, one above the other, silvery, moved from Refraction of
88W over Geelong arce, Victoria. Light
Dark gray/black amorphous object over Pakenhan East
‘Victoria - moving erratically up and down Tarnado

Banana shaped, white/orange object over Mowbray, Tasmania Astronomical

Green changing to orange to green light over Youngtown,
Sramntn : . Astronomical

_pieces; over Griffith, NSW. Astronomical
: yellorhg!tk travelling fast over Queanbeyan,

Slightly elongated, brightly 1it, broke into several

Astronomical
‘Blue light eninating from object coloured red - through
to green - wavered in sky. Eminated light sufficient to
illuninate beach - Schulea Papua and New Cuinea Unknown
Bright atarlike object, increasing in size, Bowen/
Proserpine ares, Queensland. Astronomical
Yellowish ball with tail. Enitted brillient bluish-white
flash on disappearing over horizon, Mudginberri Station
NT. Astronomical
- Bright object, emitting red light directed to carth
Iy Passed over Sewataitai, Papua and New Cuinea Astronomical
. 24 Jon 65 Star shaped object, yellowish/white, moving over Young- Hoho 2
' ~ towm, Tasmenia. ' Satellite
24 Jun 65 Saucer shape- come top and rows of lights across front
‘and along side - bluish white, red trail, Daunia Station,
via Nebg, NT dstronomical
24 Jun 65  Bright light, oscillatinz from L to R - Bwaruada,
Papue and New Guinea i Astronomical
%9 Jun 65 Blue to green, cigar shaped object, red glow at rear
Lindisfarne, Tesmania. Astronomical

! 29 Jun 65 Bright object with short teil; moving E to W over
Launceston, Tasmania : Astronomical

oregoing summary of information propered in the public interest, includes the
final assessnent of cach sighting reached by Department of Air, CANBERRA, and it is
regratied that no further corvespondence can be undertaien on this subject.




T

Brief Description of ferial Sighting

Possible
Cause

19 Sep 65
15 Sep 65

27 Sep 65

Vivid 1ight blue, circular shape, travelling NS,
Longford, Tasmania.

Loud hunming, glowing object, yellow/white light
eminating from object illuminated herd of cattle,
Kimberly, Tasmania.

Bright white light, near Elliot, Queensland

Eright light over sea, Tewstewa, Papua and New Cuines

Bright light osecillating from L to R, Bwaruada, Papua
and New Guinea

Brillient white light in sky at moon rise over Murella
Park, NT

White spherical object, Canberra, ACT

lied glowing oylindrical object, moving from L to R
(oseillating) emitting "diesel-engine" sound,

5) Nivani Plantation, Samarai, Papua and New Guinea

EBright light turning from red, through white to green
and red, Dalby, Queenasland.

ilver coloured object - disappearsd with flash, 70
BATSS Moot OF Gooks ga ~ ieemp el

Saucer shaped object with bluish sreen glow at rvim,

‘grey in colour, Vaucluse Beach, Sydney, NSW.

Bright green/red/white light, Woodstock, NS
Two starlike objects over Frankston, Victoria
"'ﬂﬁifegx sphere with aerizl on top, Orenge, NSW

/ range body, leaving trail of white, came from SW
48 south long 13315 East, Western Australie

Flashing light travelling NS, Goomallingz, Wi
Sphax‘ical ,_' e_tarlike objects, Launceston, Tasmania

Flashing red, green, white, flying cbject, Ganawe,
Papua and New Cuines

Streak of 1ight, Dubbo, NSW

White object sighted west of Port Moresby, Papue and
New Guinea. Moved westwards, slowed then sped north-
wards. I

Bright light in sky WSW of Gorokz, Papuz and Hew Guinea.
Intensity of light fluctuated. Later disappesred below
horizon.

8 subject.

sstronomical

Astronomical
Satellite

Satellite

Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical
Tornado
Astronomical

Met Balloons:

Met Balloon

Astronomical
Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Unknown

Satellite

{The foregoing sumnary of information prepared in the public interest, includes the
final assesement of each sighting redched by Department of Air, CANBERRA, and it is
regrettod that no further correspondence can be wndertakn on thi




Brief Description of Aerial Sighting Possible

Cause

Bull wverticel narrow beam sscending from sea offshore
‘Bunama Point, Pepua and Hew CGuinea

Water spout

i B?Rmr 65 White, apparently triangular in shape, staticnary in
B sky, under moon, Launceston, Tasmenia. Astronomical

. 2Dec 65  Bluish-through-to-reddish light, larger than ster, 20°
o above horizon. Disappeared below horizon after sbout i
10 minutes. Popondetta, Northern Territory. Satellite

ing . aummary of informetion prepared in the public interesst, includes the
ment of each sighting reached hy Department of Air, CANBERRA, and it is
t no further correspondence can be undertaken on this subject,




é A P ' o COMMONWEALTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION

Under the distinguished Potronage of At Morthal $ir George Jones, K.BIE, C.bh., DFC:

Y - i
| Presideat: PETER E NORRIS, LLB. Seowiory: M. SYLVIA'SUTION  P.O. BOX 49, IMOORASEIN, VIC, AUSTRALIA.

Telephone : 951659

21at October 1966

¥r Peter Howson, M.H.H.,
‘Minister for Air,
‘Parliament House,
CAMBERHA. A.C.T.

Dear Mr Howson,

Thank you for your letlsr of 17th May last. This was
eircularized o the member groups of C.A.P.I.0. but further reference was
|made to it at the recent C.A.P.I1.0. Conference held in Adelaide.

It was noted that a synopsis of UFO sightings and a brisf

aaaasmt. of same conld be made available and accordingly I have been
nstructed to request that a copy be sent to us at your early convenience.

Thanking you in anticiration,
I remain,_
Yours Sincerely, - 5
- j " uéd\-‘}‘ J‘cb.‘\_'

(Mrs.) Sylvia Sutton.
Hon. Sec.




k - N P ' o COMMONWEALTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION
: o A Undor the distingulshed Patronope of Air Monhol Sir George Jone, KB.E, CB, DFC.

. f _ e
sresidont s PETER E. NORRIS, LB,  Seerstary: irs, SYLVIA SUTTOM F.O. BOX 43, MOORABBIN, VIC, AUSTRALIA. Tolephone | 951659

21st October 1966

Mr Peter Howson, M.H.R.,
_ ‘Minister for iir,
o - Parlisment House, Canberra. 4.C.T.

LIST OF C.A.P.1.0. OFFICE-BEARERS October 1966-67

W Fresident Mr Peter Norris, LIE. Melbourne, Victoria.
LT Vice-Fres. Mr Les Locke. Perth, Western Australia.
o :. Viu-PreB- Mrs. M.L. Rcberts. Brisbane, Queensland.

- : Secretary Mrs. Sylvia Sutton. Moorabbin. Victoria.
o ‘Treasurer  Mr 8.J. Czynski Ballarat. Victoria.
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f Bl anad ; /Aw,

el L Covidlesan 6%
Secretary ’
Commonwesalth Aerial Phenomena

Investigation Organization

P.0. Box 43

MOORAESIN VIC

Q_f'a-\tﬂ:u.-) iz-\aé;;. y

" &
o o Your letter of 23rd 4pril rzises & number of pointsnwi:ﬁ.ch 1

would like to refer %8 for the benefit of your organizstion.

- As you Say the Commonwealth Covernment has basn Teceiving
and evaluating reports on sightings of unidentified flying objects
for a number of years, as have ths Govemnments of the United Kingdom
and the United States of dmerica. The first point I twould lika o
make 18 that during the course of the investigations in these thpse
mmtnns no information kss come to light which indicates the
:ﬁ&sﬁaﬁﬁ.--.gf extra-terrestrial vehicles, or that we ars being observad
by beings from outer spsce.

: Tour letter infers that the Covernment is mxious 1o keep

s m‘l; L= rosults of inguiries into reports of UPOs. I would bs tha
ﬁb to ‘BETeE w.i.th you that such a poliey would be liksly to cause

.miahnﬂnratmﬁng among the public, and I therefors hasten to advise you

% such is not the csse at all. .&nycne who is interested in sigatings

,ﬁhd ¥:] l&;{qm to ﬁ synopsis of UFQ sightings which includes a very
mgs' assessment of the probable cause of the report. Furthemmore, in
mnpme % public demand for informstion on & particular UFO sighting,
- Statements have been made on behalf of the Guvernment in the press md on the
mﬁlﬁ. Bn'awar I consider that tco much publicity on UFO reports wouid
be likely o csuse concern and even alarm in the minds of those members
tii’ ﬁb'mc ‘Who are not so well informed on thess matters as the members

: I organization.

W

aﬁ i My Government believes the appropriate autnority to investigate
UFG's in fustralis is the RAP and I assure yoy that scientific advice is
‘sought from Eppropriste authoritiss whenever necessary,  Your membsps
should be re-assured that iT end when an investigation reveals any
auspiuuu&‘d.rmmatsncea relating fo the origin of an "unidentifiecd flying
object! py Govemment will immediatsly release the facts to the publics

1‘5’: Any requests for information by your orgenization will br repdily
handled by the Department of Air and I again assure you that no facts
will be withheld,

My best wishes to the members of your organization who I am Sure
must find mich t6 interest them in the study of serial phenomena.

‘/.M.-\.A "“I""“"‘“u‘;

l‘l;?-l' {L 5 I‘/T“'--’—‘ A




3 ' %
Parlianent House,
5; Cenberra, A«C.T.
t : 26th April, 1966.

. Immmmmmnt
rd April 1966 on behalf of your Association
_MWMB&M!&M&

I shall write to again on this
mhm:lm.ﬁm iy

Yours sincerely,

(Sed) PETER HSWsoN

p dreaft reply for '
Miniater's Sigiaiure, Ploass.

{._.,,.g Trrivato: Hoorsasy
MINISTER Ol AL

4 ’emf;“rﬁ/ﬁﬁ \ wg\‘o
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] COMMONWEALTH AE'E*.‘AL PHEMOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION
Ve A P ' o Under the distinguished Patronage of Alr Maorhal 5ic George Jones, K.B.E, CA, DFC.

Proskdnet 1/ PETER E NORRIS, ALB.  Secrotorys Mis. SYLVIASUTTON  P.0. BOX 43, MOORASBIN, VIC, AUSTRALIA.  Telephone 951699

23rd April 1966

Mr Peter Howson, M.H.R.,
The Honourable Minister for Air,
CANBERFA. A.C.T.

Dear Sir,

My association is an amalgamation of Australian UFO research societies.
I bave been instructed by my members to place before you the following comments

pertaining to the subject of unidentified flying objects:—

Lo My association is aware that the Commonwealth Government has for some
time been receiving and evalusting information concerning the existence of
o ed flying objects, (UFO's) and believes that this fact, together with
ed analysis of all sightings investigated, should be published, with the
P ing the obstacle of public ignorance from this research. $here '

rehension among the public at large concerning UFO's and
: can engender only further misapprehension. On the other
‘and open discussion of the subject would enlist the full co-_-opera‘ﬁ:g;
3 blic. 2% operatlo

‘association is convinced that much information is withheld by persons
:  of UF0's but who decline to report their information

able government statement on UFO's would therefore
tion on UF0's being received from members of the

As there is considerable evidence indicating that some UFO's are manned,
given to defence forces and all police, not to commit :
ity against UFO's.

marked incresse in reports of UFO's during 1965
i rions need for further investigation into
rimarily concerned with questions of
ponsibility for seientific investigation
Any project inaugurated by your govern-

Yours respectfully,

(Mrs. ) Sylvia Sutton.
Hon. Sec.
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