
eit Oct 62) “a the LI? ’ a
aa PART 

eee

wo DEPARTMENT OF AIR hs .

nneherson Sevaue ef Commenwemian =
Again 7s enomena TNvEsTiQariow ae

ARCHIVAL ACTION sco | Organ izaTion. RE UNIDENTIFIED Fiyina =e
Gps (Oy aak OazEcrs Jy AvsTannya . ee ~
i REFERRED FoR REFERRED | BY REFERRED TO | "FOR. REFERRED BY > cae Pe |
e's ee ; TO eras 5 INITIALS | ATTENTION INITIALS 4 _ .

ho “a .

a



FILE TRANSFER SLIP =,
ASS FEB 64 &

/ PART.

MOVEMENT RECORDED IN REGISTRY BY







FROM A BADLY FADED OR ILLEGIBLE SOURCE.

ER RESOLUTION WILL NOT IMPROVE ITS LEGIBILTY.



569-5 sy

PARLIAMENT OF AUSTRALIA 
‘3 NAPlen’staeer,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

26th June, 1968.

My dear Minister,

I refer to my representations on behalf of Mr. P.E.
Norris, President of the Commonwealth Aerial Phenomena

westigation Organization and your advice of the 16th
May, 1968, that you would make enquiries into this matter,

I also refer to your answer to a question of mine fore
ut notice to the effect that the subject was still 26
consideration,

The request for some financial assistance from the
A th to help solve what is now recognized as an

oblem is one which I feel should not be
lightly on the grounds of scepticism,

of a statement of C.A.P.I.0, in respect
States grant of U.S. $500,000 to the
Colorado to finance investigation of U.P.0's

ion of that Government's thinking in this

Your: erely,

(Philip W.‘Stokes) ~
Me b;

h, MPs,

Representatives,



*

COMMONWEALTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION:

12th floor

100 Collins Street
Melbourne.

THE COLORADO PROJRCT:

In Getober 1966 the United States Air Force announced that
a@ sum of $300.000 (subsequently increased to $500.000) would
be made available to the University of Colorado to permit the
establishment of a full time project to investigate the
problem of the unidentified flying objects.

i

| U.S. SCIENTISTS TO PROBE U.F.0'S ,
1

|

|

I

Head of the Project is Dr.Edward U. Condon the University's |
Professor of Physics and one of the country's outstanding |
and more outspoken scientists. |

‘ ‘ Besides Dr. Condon. the Project includes Mr. Robert J. Low,
os an Engineer, who is Project Co-ordinator; Dr. Michael

Wertheimer, a psychologist: Dr. William Blumer a Meteorologist.
7 and Dr. Joseph Rush a physicist.

\
}

}

Information received by C.A.P.I.0 indicates that the specific
assignments now being undertaken are the development of a n

- 7 sighting case file which will be accessible to sorting by fi
computer; planning for one or more well trained teams of

——“——--fteld investigators; development of a special sighting —.
(interrogation) form; preparing a manual or booklet. including
background information on astronomy for public guidance in
observing and reporting U.F.0's; giving serious consideration
to an effort to deploy instruments for detection of U.F.0's

pays - and for gathering quantitative data.
rated

+ A major effort is being made to open up new sources of

information among professional pilots and others who would
be likely to see UFO's; also to re-open information sources

which. for reasons of dissatisfaction with the Air Force
Project (Project Bluebook) have stopped reporting sightings.

For one scientific experiment, engineers of one of the largest
automobile companies in the country will attempt to determine

. exactly what could cause tailure of the electrical systems of
automobiles, as is often reported as a result of the close
approach of UFO's.

According to "Time" Magazine of 4th August 1967, the Project

‘ is mow well under way and a computer-aided analyeis of 2000
i Bightings fas cuvmenced, In addition. three sightings

q supported by ample photographic or eye witnesa evidence are

Teceivinge intensive examination. It is anticipated that the

eee deek 8 report will be completed and published in September

*
) One other Scientist who is closely associated with the

Colorado Projel is Dr. James E.McDonald, Professor of

Meteorology at the University of Arizona.



Dr. McDonald recently appeared before the United Nations

Outer Space Affairs Group and made the following statement

e on UFO's :-

2, here are strong indications of increased close approaches
by UFO's here and abroad.

2. Zit is not possible to explain all the sightings as natural
phenomena or 4s secret tests of highly advanced aerial
or space vehicles built on earth.

2 3. In spite of official debunking. the verified evidence
points to some unknown phenomenon about which all of us
must quickly become better informed.

4, Whe most probable hypothesis is that the UPO's are
extraterrestrial probes capable of causing EM.

(Electromagnetic) interference and other unusual effects.

hr Se fhe importance of the problem to our world if UFO's
f are actually extra terrestrial probes should quickly

pring about international scientific co-operation to

discover all possible information.

®he prestigious National Investigations Committee

1 Phenomena. lergest and most influential of the

UFO private research groups sums up the Colorado ~
ject as follows:—

og “Clearly this is a new era of UFO research. Now that
the validity of the Air Force explanations for UFO's

been aware of the undue influence on public opinion
(including scientists) that official pronouncements

have nad, delaying an open study and misleading those

who could bring a resolution to the problem. AIL
indications are that the investigators fully intend to

have a thorough look at the facts.

ae is done, we are confident that scepticism will

e} . a

has been seriously cuestioned and the doubts acted upon,

’ is time for a re-orientation of efforts, We have long ”

|
|
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File lo.

Bushes eee Paper
aoe Parliamentary Debates in

toa ree
i House of Reprosentatives

|

eujes

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OnIECTS

E Mr STOKES—I ask the Minister for Ait
fe i 4 question Which relates to. representations
. which P haye made to him on behalf of the

f j Commonwealth Aerial Phenomena Investi-

i ie gation Organisation, requesting a zovern~
ment gram to aisist with research into
unidentified flying objects. Has the M

cen recent Press reports of sightings. of
linidentified flying objects in. the Wonthaget

i district of Victoria? Is he in a position (0
s say whether some Commonwealth assistance

Are in this matter may be expected?

‘Mr FREETH—I have acknowledged

receipt from the honourable member of

representations seeking Commonwealth

assistance in the investigation of reports of
unidentified fying objects. This matteris

being considered. I cannot undsrtake to

give the honourable member very great en-

meal : Coursgement, because ay far as: govern-

fe rl ‘ments are concerned, no precise determina~
tion hasever been made as to where science

fiction begins in relation to reports of
unidentified flying objects or to what extent

“the reporls are related to reality.

ae ‘Mr Stokes—The United States of
Sent = Americais making investigations.

‘Mr FREETH—1 know that far more

3 . jntensified investigation of this matter is
+ procecding in the United States. 1 hope (0

‘be able to give the honourable gentleman

a reply to his representations in the neat

future,

For preparation of a reply for the Minizter's approval please.



Parliament House

16th May, 1968.

I have received from my colloaguo the
and Science your

of Mr. PP,piorzis, Prosident
‘Phenomens Investigation

‘ve cieleclags
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MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND SCIENCE

PARLIAMENT HOUSE ver :

CANBERRA ACT.

15 may 1968
DearKr Stokes,

I have now bed an opportunity of Looking

Gute the request by br ©.E. Norris, “ceeident

ef tic Cuumomenlth feviol Men laventigntion
Orpantention for reSetaice from the Gocpowsartte
T awed npologiae for the dels) in replyiny to your

reprenentesdons.:

Pumilerstind thet the oatters bir Norrist i

erganiyacios bre voucera Vita, namely doused fh vd
f objects, axe donlt with by the Vonmonvoulth

Nevavbi of Aix’ Un tupphy ond your enguiry,

would be wore pitvvocly dizected to the Hiniatere
Aix und Supply. I hove therefare forvarie. tue

ev Acoments to shom for their reply to you.

Mourn vincercly, ces

MALCOLY TRaszn |” ie

(Peleotla trser) « %

Robie Stokaw, Lage, Nal,

HerThiment lonse,
Actin

Secretary to the

‘Minister for Air

your Minister's consideration and direct reply

Private Secretary “



ih) WENA MEN; OF AUSTRALIA
nh eed MUAY

SE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Paste cont
{3 NAPIER. STREET,

(P.O. 80x 707,

ih ESSENDON, VIE-

TEL 372324.

10th April, 1968.
svarten paute SECTANY

Ny dear Minister,

You will no doubt recall the
@iscussion I had with you on or about

_the 13th March, 1968, concerning a
request by Mr. P. E, Norris, President
of the Commonwealth Aerial Phenomena
nvestigation Organisation for assistance
‘om the Commonwealth.

I shall be pleased to learn
ther enything further has eventuated
‘this matter.

_Yours_sincerely,

eo f
(Philip W. Stokes)

oh KGS

Member for Maribyrnonz,



20th Decenver,

eSacimowlergs Eeecing of your
PEosentetions of the 3ist

1967, for which T ‘Bhonic you,

Sees

Yours:eras

a
(Patan iWe. Stooxes) |Heber Pox Hari enone,
e
e

 Horibenonc,

te! 2 3, Norris.greaident, i
ff 

Oo.j 109, omensPeet,ELSON, 3000.



iA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATIONAkitstin Assasin UFO, SacetngdCees ahaigcarad-Pcesopt ot Ae: Mandal Se’ Cove Somme KE, ae) GE

Prnvdeat PETER E NORE ALB. “Seemterys ins SHIVA RTTGN P.O: tox 343, MOCRASRIN, VIC., AUSTRALIA, Talyphcnes 951439.

100 Collings Streat,
Melbourne,
Slst October, 1967,

Me. PLW.C: Stokes, MLH.R.
_ House of Representatives,
=) CANBERRA, ALC, 2.

“Dear Sir,
fey

Sige ey I have plecsure in enclosing herewith"2 Bote deseribing the work being undertaken on unideneicindflying objects by the University of Colorado unicr che“Suspices of the United States Aix Fores.

sale teret ly Organisation maintains that «Simfar Project inaugurated in Australia with Conmomiealth/ ards would’ be cf assistance in Helping to solve the great“international problem of the 70's.

Your assistance in bringing this natterto the attention of the Government will be greatlySppreciated. :

Yours faithfully.



2th floor ,

100 Collins Street:
Melbourne.

THE COLORADO | PROJECT:

1

"BLS. SOTSNTISTS 70 PROBE U.P. O'S

Octover 1966 the United States Air Force announced that
_ ®@ sum of $300,000 (suoseauently increased to $500,000) would

ybe mede\evailedle to the University of Colorado to permit thes
establishment of a full time project to investigate the

_ problem of thé unidentified flying objects.

Heed of che Project is Dr.Eiward.U. Condon the University's
| ~Professor of Physics and one of the country's outstanding
and more ontspcken scientists. i"

Dr. Condon. the Project includes ii. Robert J. Low,
@n|Engineer, who is Project’ Co-ordinator: Dr. Michael
ertheimen, a psychologist; Dr, William Blumer. a Heteorologict,

end Dr. Joseph’ Rush 2 physicist, : 7

“Anformation received by 0.A.2.1.0 indicates that the specific
” ‘assignments now being undertaken are the develovment of a

steht: Case file which will be accessible to! sorting uy
computer; planning for one or more well trained teams oF

a investigators; development of.a special sighting
interrogation) form; preparing a manual or booklet, ineluding
ekeround information on astronomy for public guidance in

joserving ané reporting U.F.0's; giving serious considerstion
%o @n effort to deploy instruments for detection of U.F.0's

| and for gathering quantitative date.

A major effort is being made to open up new sources of
|. imformetion emong professionel] pilots end others who would

be likely to See UFO's: also to re-open informa’
Weich. for reasons of dissatisfaction with the Air Force

| ~Froject’ (Project Biuesook) have stopped reporting sightings,

~ Por one scientific experiment, engineers of one of the largast
| automobile companies the country will attempt to determing

| Seectly what could cause failure of the electrical systers of
“ susonobiles. as is often revorted as a result of the close
@pproaca of UFO's.

Recording to "Sime" vagazine of 4th August 1967, the Project
» 48 now well under way end 6 computer-aided analysia of 2000
Sightings hee commerice: in addition, three cigkti
supported by ample v @rephic or eye wi
receiving intensive ination. It is anticipi
pepieeese feport will be completed and published in September

Ghe other Scientistwho is closely associated with the
Colorado Project is Dr. James 3.NoDonald, Professor of
Meteorologyet the University of Arizona, .

ai



De. HeDoneid recently eppe the United Nations
Outer Space Affairs Croup end rade the Following statement

on UZ0's := K

2. | There are stroy lose epptoaches
ty WO0's here

Tt ig net sos:

phenomers or Bs Secret

sles built on earth.

«In spite of official debunking, the verified evidence
Tpoints/ +o some uninowm non about which sll of us

Hmust ouickly become better informed.

Mho most vrobable hypothesis 1S thet the UPO's exe
extra-terresirial probes c2pedle of causing ©
(Blectzomagnetic) invesferehce and other unususl effects,

5. > fhe duportance of she problem to our world 37 UFO
3 Bré actually extra terzestrisl probes should guickly

pring ebous international scientific co-cpezation to
‘discover 611 possible information. ,

Mhe prestigious Nationel Investigetions Committee
on Aerial Phenomena. largest and most influential of the

_4eeeican UFO private rescerch groups sums the Coloraco”
) Zroject as Zoliova:—

“Clearly +! is a mew eva of UFO research. Ne
| whe validity orcs explanations Zox
Hes teen seriously euestiones and the doubts ec

SE eee eked ee entation of efi
} beeneware of the wmcue intiuence on w

dnolueing sciestists) that officis:
Raye “hed, celaying e% oven stidy and nisleadi

“Wao Covid bring a resc on to the prebdi

*4¥iGicetions ere that the investigators fully intend to:
heye a thorongh Isox st the facts.
aeinee is done, we ere confident thet scepticism wil
enc".
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Further to our recent discussions re folio 22 etc, would

you please now initiate the following action:-

a Take up with DPR the question of the future

actioning of departmental correspondence re

unidentified flying object sightings. As you

know I am concernea at the present delays that

exist in answering some of the departmental

correspondence on unidentified flying objects.

Would you review the nature of the material

which is sent out to enquirers. For example,

I don't think that we should continue to send

out Mr Roberts! address which was made in 1965.

In afidition I wowkd feel that the synopsis of
Sightings should be reviewed with a view to

pruning out some of the earlier years sightings.

In respect of para 7, folio 22 on this file

would you prepare en appropriate draft letter

to Department of Defence raising this general

aspect for consideration. in particular the

letter should outline our general role in this

subject, some of the earlier history as to how we

became involved and the system which we now

follow. Then we should refer to the types of

representations that are now being made on this

subjectre Commonwealth assistance for funds

etc, and then raise the general question as

to whether it is appropriate thet this department

should continue to be the sole "Commonwealth

agency" in this matter of unidentified flying
objects - or whether some other Department should

co-ordinate overall Commonwealth aspects.



HELD FOR
P22ithSIUDY

Ce eaeBanister(for AleAir Bae
ia ask give ‘aay ohteouray Ses who

‘the. Commone
‘subsidise ye~

Into unidentified
objects.

‘Ports of O-8.0, siettingsinfbe Wonthicgl aeso
Nictoria. |

‘ar, oath cold the saat
ine considered,|

fot uniter:|
Mio Cee bie, Stoues

ny etteourngonient,
| As fax. as governments
“are eoncninied, it has never
Bren prcelsely, deter
Witere science fletion ents
Aug mere, then oboe

‘Donia, 19, ns -rolateanaes eae

Frecth). said. yester-
“day-he could: not give
any encouragement

fo people who wanted
the — Commonwealth
to provide grants for
research into uniden-
tified flying objects.

He was. replying. in the
House of Representa

{tie fo Mr. Stokes (Lib,

‘Vie who said the Come
mionxeatth Aeriel Phe-
nowieia | Thvestisation

Organisation hal regies-

ied the grants,

IM Stokes asked if Mr,
Fresth Had seen recent

the” Worthasst

Ir. Breeth said the matter

Mes being considaved,
but he could oy und
take to give Mr. Stokes

iF encouragement,

“As fev a5 Governments

are concecied, it has

hecer been. "precisely

determined Where

eure fiction ends nnd

those objects

jo be related to
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McKinna stated that, whereas 201 Aus-

tralian soldiers have died during the whole

‘Vietnam war, it is estimated that 3,200 per-

‘sons. will die on Australian roads during

1968? Does the Minister agree that many

protesters against the war in Vietnam have

their priorities badly mixed up?

Mr SINCLAIR—I am not in a position

to say how many Avstralians have beea

Killed or injured in the course of the war

in Vietnam, It is true that, having regard

to the number of fatalities on our roads last
Year, we can expect that more thar 3,200

people will be Killed on our roads this year.

‘The conclusion drawn by the honourable

member from the comparison of fatalities

in Vietnam and fatalities on our roads

‘speaks for itself, Naturally every member

of the Australian community is very con-

cerned at the high incidence of fatalities on

our toads, A considerable measure of pub-

licity is given to this problem. One some-

times wonders whether, in considering their

‘Grder Of priorities, members of the Opposi-

tion hive as much concern about fatalities

‘on Australian roads as they have about their

explanations of their understanding of the

war in Vietnam,

SUPERANNUATION

Mr GRIFFITHS—1 direct a question to

the Prime Minister as Leader of the Gov-

ernment, Will Cabinet, prior to the intro-
duction of this year’s Budget, review the

financial plight of superannuation pen-

sioners in the light of increasing costs and
their falling standard of living? Are super-
annuitants” receiving net pensions of

‘upwards of S60 a week much worse off
financially than other pensioners receiving

$40.50a week plus fringe benefits of tax
relief, free pensioner medical service,

Postal Department concessions and con-

sessions in respect of rates and travel? If

4p its financial proposals for 1968-69 the

Governmentdoes not ease the means test,
willthe Prime Minister considerthe fea-
sibility of providing taxation relief and-
free hospital and medial services for
‘Tecipients of superannuation, thus climinat-

ing a longstanding anomaly?

Mr GORTON—The honourable member
has asked whether Cabinet will give con-
pieeetiog a matter of policy at a par-
ticular time, Announcements as {0 policy

‘Questions {REPRESENTATIVES)

1968

Questions

and the consideration of policy By Cabinet

are, T understand, matters not appropriate

to be dealt with at question time.

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

Mr STOKES—I ask the Minister (or Air”

4 question which relates to’ representations

which T have made fo him on behalf of the

Commonwealth Aerial Phenomena Investi-

gation Organisation, requesting a govern-

ment grant to assist with research into

unidentified flying objects. Has the Minister

seen recent Press reports of sightings of

unidentified flying objects in the Wonthaggi

district of Victoria? Is he in a position 10

say Whether some Commonwealth assistance

in this matter may be expected?

Mr FREETH—I have acknowledged

receipt from the honourable member of

Fepresentations seeking Commonwealth

assistance in the investigation of reports of

unidentified fying objects. This matter is

being considered, I cannot undertake to

give thé honourable member very great en-

couragement, because as far as govern:

ments are concerned, no precise determina-/{

tion has ever been made as to where science |

fiction begins in relation to reports of

unidentified flying objects or fo what extent

the reporis are related to reality.

Mr Stokes—The United States

‘America is making investigations,

of

Mr FREETH—I know that far more
intensified investigation of this matter ix

proceeding in the United States. I hope to

be able to give the honourable gentleman

@ reply to his representations in the near
future.
—

AUSTRALIAN SERVICEMEN KILLED

IN VIETNAM

Mr JAMES—I ask the Minister for the

‘Army a question, is it a fact that the Army
thas three or four different scales of burial

costs for Australian servicemen killed in

Vietnam and returned to Australia for
Buriat according to whether the Army

wholly arranges the burial, whether the

parents arrange a non-military funeral or
Whether the parents or relatives hold a
private funeral? Is a special rate allowed

for the burial of officers?
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2 4t folio 20 on this file is a request from the Secretary

of the Canberra U.F.0. Research Society for an officer of the RAAF
to give a talk at a final public session to be held next week-end

in Canberra during the Third Conference of the Commonwealth Aerial
Phenomena Investigation Organization.

2. The specific request made has been that an officer not only

attend, but also bring with him a synopsis of UFO sitings investigated

by the RAAF to date.

3. This particular request does raise some considerable problems

which may be summarised as follows:-

a. There is difficulty in finding a suitable

officer to attend for the purpose. Under

present arrangements the Directorate of

Air Force Intelligence is the Directorate

which is responsible for the co-ordination

and investigation of Unidentified Flying

Objects Reports.

b. Primarily the Department of Air and the

RAAF's interest in flying objects has been

concerned with the Defence (Air) aspects of the
Commonwealth and has not been concerned with

any other aspects related to say the scientific

nature of such sitings.

Ce There does not appear to be any other Commonwealth

Agency or organization involved in this matter,

and subsequently this Department has become the

"Commonwealth authority” on UFO sitings, although

as I say its prime interest has been with Air

Defence aspects in particular.

, a In 1965 Mr Roberts gave an address to the Ballarat Astronomical

Society, and a copy of this paper at the time is attached in the material

being sent to Mrs Klein. lM Roberts is still in the Department with the

Operational Research Office. However it is not part of his responsibility

to be associated with this particular subject, and he has not been involved

for the last three years.

5. The possibility of an officer from the Directorate of Air
Force Intelligence being sent has been considered, tut to send an
oificer from this Directorate, underlines that our interest in this
subject is that associated with Air Defence/Intelligence aspects, and

this could cause some problems and lead to some unwanted publicity.

6. Taking ell factors into account at this stage, the reply
at folio 21 attached hes been prepared on the basis that an officer
Ccennot be made available, tut that the attached material might be
useful to the Conference. This reply is accordingly referred for
your signature.



We It is intended however to take up further the question

of Commonwealth responsibility in this particular subject with other
Commonwealth departments, e.g. Defence, Supply, Education and Science,

Prime Minister's Department etc, to see whether some other Commonwealth

Agency is better placed to assume responsibility for Unidentified

Flying Objects. At the same time we would maintein our interest in

the matter and work with any other Commonwealth agency who is con-

sidered to be more appropriate as a co-ordinating agency for the

Commonwealth as a whole.

ASéo 4
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Parliement House,

CANURRAA. A 2600

4th June, 1968,

Dear Mrs. Klein,

i refer to your letter of 17th May, 1968,

in which you request that a R.A.A.P, Officer attend the
final public session of the Third + Conference,
to be held in Gentberr

& synopsis of U

date, be also p

Unfostunntely, due te the relatively short

notice of your request end also the fact thet the
particular session concerned takes place on a week-end,

we have been unvble to errange for a suitable officor
to attend your fortheoming Conference.

However, I om ettaching some material which

is o summary of unidentified aerial sightings reported

to my Departmert from 1960 onwards, together with «

sumiary of an address given by Mr. Roberts of this
Department to the Ballarat Astronowiosl Society in

Pebruary 1965.

I regret that we are unable to mect your

request for en Officer to attend your Conference, but I
do hope that the msterial which is attached will assist
E Gied Society in metters under discussion ot the Conference.

would like to teke this opportunity to extend wy best

wishes to the members of your organization ond to wish
the Conference every success.

Yours sincerely,

(Sed) GorDow FREETH

(GORDON FREBTH)

re. V. Klein,

Secretary,

Canberra U.F.0. Research Society,

F 972,



THIS PAGE IS REPRODUCED FROM A BADLY FADED OR ILLEGIBLE SOURCE.

SCANNING THIS ITEM AT A HIGHER RESOLUTION WILL NOT IMPROVE ITS LEGIBILTY.

Russell Offices,

Canberra A.C.2._ 2600

I sefer to your letter of 17th Mey, 1960) in wich wo
AeBe OffLoor ebtend the final public fos

te.¥, ein,
Seoretary,

Canberra U+7.0, Reovarah Sookety,
Pee Box 972,
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A see4 {@ U F O R CANBERRA U.F.0, RESEARCH SOCIETY ae
| Sea 

P.O. Box 972,
Hei 

Canberra City,

ACT. 2601

I7th May 1968

_ Minister for Air,

Parliament House,
J xingi Geeres on:
ae irkes. A.C.T.

2600

ir Sir,

Bea The Commonwealth Aerial Phenomena Investigation Organisation
1.0.) will hold their third Conference in Canberra, 8th - 10th

On behalf of C.A.P.1.0. we wish to request tne presence
‘icer of the R.A.A.F. with a synopsis of U.F.0. sightings

i ted by the R.A.A.F. to date. This request was most ably met
Ist by Mr B.G.Roberts.

4 h juest is granted we would wish the Officer toi Reasion, 8-30 p.m., Stn June, and we would also
cnow how long his talk would oe and if it would be illustrated
equipment he would neéd. The Final Seasion will be neld in

‘Academy of Science and all facilities for the showing of slides
f are available,

Yours faithfully,

4) Khe

(Mrs) V. Klein vis
Secretary -

SECRETARY,

Fox cant reply for
\ — Ministes’s Signature, Please



UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS - AN SVALUATION BASED ON

“AUSTRALIAN, AMERICAN AND BRITISH AIR FORCE REPORTS

‘A summary of an address given by Mr B.G. Roberts, to the
Ballarat Astronomical Society at BALLARAT,

Febmary 1965

| sym UFO_andSome Objections to it

4. Unfortunately the tem “unidentified flying object", or UFO for short,
Yeoause of its widespread and indiscriminate use is generally regarded ee just
another wore for "flying seucer". This is a rather ironic situation since the
em was originally introduced to combat just such an eventuality, and so over

come the tendenoy antonatically and haphazardly to relegate all unidenti
fied

sightings to the category of "flying saucers".

1 Eden ven the tern "unidentified flying object" is somewhat of a misnoner,
probably is the underlying reason for its indiscriminate use, We

. dtto be a misnomer on a number of counts. Firstly many sightings are

‘not of matexial objects but of what the observer, in all good faith, believes to

| be material objects. Freak weather conditions, electricel storms and unusual
ight conditions can give rise to misleading impressions, especially when the

observer is unused to them and the time of viewing is short. The eye is not

‘alonein this respect. For instance Radar is far from infallible. Radar echoes
from dense clouds and pockets of air are quite comtion and can give the erroneous
dmpression that some material object has been detected.

: 35 Secondly it ie our experience thet, except in sightings of aircraft the
Process of flying is rerely involved, Many sightings are of the planets or of
‘meteors entering the earth's etmosphere, and, in one case, we received an excellent

i. z +t from some 17 separate observers in the Central NORTHERN TERRITORY of the
i re-entry of the Russian Satellite Cosmos II into the earth's atmosphere,

4 One might even go stage further and challenge the word "unidentified"

on grounds that the classification is a purely tentative one, since information
= available to the observer generally provides an adequate identification of the
= sighting subsequently. It is our experience that more then 90% of all well reported

| tings cen be identified satisfactorily. The rest cannot be identified specific—

Fs ally, mainly because the observer's report of the sighting does not contain sufficient
information to provide an identification, or in cases where it is considered that
further investigation is mmarranted. 4n example of the latter is illustrated by
the case of a wonan who wrote in 1964, after reading a newspaper report of a UFO

Sighting, to tell us of sounds she hed heard one night more than twelve aonths

previously; she did not know what date it wes she had heard the, noises and, as she

was too frightened to get out of bed, she did not see what was making the noise.

Gould the "object" be identified? Naturally it could not be.

5s Although it is difficult to conjure up a name which adequately describes

these sightings I think a more appropriate term than "unidentified flying objects"

would be "unidentified aerial sightings" - the sightings being "unidentified" only
insofar as the observer is concerned. It could be defined as an observation which

remains unexplained to the viewer at least long enough for him to report it. Although

‘the term may still be inadequate in sons respects I think it removes some of the

misleading inferences which were apparent previously when using the term "unidentified

flying object".

Assesement of Aerial Sightings

6. The assessment of reports of unidentified serial sightings in
AUSTRALIA and the TERRITORIES ie the rosponsibility of the Department of Air at
CANERRRA. Thore is no hidden implication in this allocation of responsibility.
‘The Department ia simply the most eppropriate authority for the task, which is
Performed to determine whether or not a threat to the acourity of the nation
as involved.

Chon
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te Much effort and time is devoted each year to the assessment of aerial

sightings. Reports have been received from as far south as TASMANIA and as

fer north ao NEW GUINEA. Immediately following a report the observer is

usually contacted and requested to complete a detailed pro-forma covering all

aspects of the sighting. If there is no immediate and obvious explanation for
the sighting the observer may then be interviewed by a member of the RAAF so

that his creditability may be assessed and in order to obtain useful additional
information. The Department of Civil Aviation may then be contacted concern-

ing civil aircraft movements in the area, while militery aircraft novements

‘and weather balloon flights are also checked, in case they may have been

yegponsible for the sighting. Sstellites are aleo responsible for = number

of reports, basically because of public interest in satellites and the

inoreasing number out into our skies. The movenents of satellites and
Satellite debris are checked through the Dopartnent of Supply, which tabulates
data on all satellites, regardless of country of origin. Because of the

steadily increasing amount of traffic in our skies, and in space for that
matter, (more than 500 pieces of satellite herdwere are orbiting the earth
‘at thie mimute), the task of identifying aerial sightings is assuming substan-
tial proportions.

8. orting Procedure, The procedure to te adopted when reporting an

unidentified aerial sighting is to write a letter to the nearest RAAF base or,
" eltematively, to the nearest police station giving your name and address and

28 much of the following information as you may be able to recall :-

(a) Date end precise time of the sighting;

(>) Length of tine sighting under observation;

(c) Where the sighting took places

(a) Position of the sighting when first observed (e
coning from behind a hill, over the horizon ete.

(e) het was it that attracted your attention; (e.g. light, noise)s

c (2) Did the sighting appear to be a light or a solid objects

(g) What was its colour;

(h) What was its apparent shape;

(3) If more than one sighting was concurrently observed, how many
were there ani what was their formations

(&) Wes any detail of the structure of the sighting observed;

(2) Wes any method of propulsion obvious;

(m) Wes there my sound (description, if any); and,

(n) Your estimate of the object's height, speed and direction of
flight.

a Now this last item is very important and I would venture to say that
unless you have some experience in estimating height and speed your inpression

of any object's height, speed and direction of flight could be completely

erroneous. Why this is so becomes clear when one realises thet any estin-

ation of speed requires that we have some idea of an object's height and this,

in turn, requires thet we have some idea of the tme size of the object.

10, Tf a sighting appears as a light or is so fer away thet we cannot
@iscern any detail about it other than that it eopears to be an object, then

we have nothing ogainst which to compare its size, Consequently on estimation

of its size or an impression of its height and speed are likely to be in error.

For exauple, en sircraft flying overhead at 300 mph at a height of 5,000 ft.

3/ee
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could easily give an observer the erroneous inpreséion that he hed cightea
an object flying et 3,000 m.p.h., if he thought that the height was about

50,000 ft. Thistledown, less than one inch in diameter, which are blow up

to 100 ft or so by the wind during our summer months, can eppear as objects

flying very high at fantastic speode and capcble of the most anazing nn-

oeuvres, Simply because their size is a matter of conjecture at the time.

Sinilerly un aircraft flying directly away from the observer, pertioularly

at night, could appear as a slowly descending or hovering object.

1. Since the sise of the sighting, the Qirection of its flight ena
its distance from us is normally inpossible to estimate accurately, it is

better to make an estimate of the sighting's initial angle of clevations

above the horizon, the angle through which it subsequently nay cpveer to

move and the tine taken to do so.

The Identification of Aerial Sichtings,

Identified Sightings With the information available from the aerial
fighting réport, an attempt is made to identify the sighting. In 9 out of

40 well xeported cases this is usually possible. By fer the greatest number
of sizhtings have been attributed to estronomical phonomena, such es falling

meteors or the view of a particular plenet (such as Venue, Jupitor or Mars)
which may have speared unusual to the observer. Aircraft are responsible

for the next highest percentaze of sightings, wiile a variety of other causes,
Such as rockets of the firecrackers variety, weather oalloons, satellite meterial

@né@ 80 on, combine to form the remainder. 4 is significant to note that

mecords show, both in 1963 and again in 1964, the months during which the

@eateat number of Aerial sightings were reported vere also the months of

@reatest meteor activity. The nonths of July and August consistently bring in

tore sightings then any other month of the year.

Ae Unidentified Simhtings, Tho nutter of sightings which cannot be
identified Prom the inforsation availeble hes vowsincd fairly consistently
@t around about two a year. Indeed, given sufficiont tine and effort, the

rnber of unidentified sigitings probably could be reduced further. One has
to assess, hoyever, hether the required additional tine ani effort is
warranted, It is generally accepted that there is, and always will be, a
Small munber of sightings (duc to high altitude chenonona, which ere strange
to the untrained eye) for which the available inforaation will never be
sufficient to enable an identification to be nave. In other words it is

gust not possible to achieve a 100% record of successful idontificetion. The
ideal can be approached but not achieved, simply because the inaccuracies
inherent in this type of work militate egsinst its achievement. So much for
experience in AUSTUALTA; what of the experience of overseas Air Forees such
as for inotance the USAF.

- _ Experience in USA, Experience in the UNITED STATES runs parallel
$0 Australien experience. The Americans, however, handle many more reported
Sightings, averaging frou 400 to 600 each year. The malysis of 2ll roported
Sightings in the USi hes been tho responsibility of the USAF Air Technical
Fatelligence Centre since investigetions started in 1947. jince that tine
they have investigeted sone 9,000 reports,

15. im their effort to identify reported cerial sightings the
Americans use autometic sorting and computing techniques, because these
methods provide the best way to handle ouch great amounts of data. The
weitten reports are reduced to IM! punch-card statracts by means of logically
Geveloped forms and standardised evaluation procedures, The evaluction of the
weporte; @ cruciel step in the preparetion of the data for statistical treat~
mont, consists of an appraise! of ths reports, the subsequent classification of
the Sighting, with the enyhosis on complete censistonoy and objectivity. This
consistency and objectivity can be maintained vicht through the anclyeis since
the computer is a nachino mi not a mon.

Afes
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16. A typicel breakdown of Anerican identification, before improved
reporting end investigating procedures were introduced, would have been aa
follows :-

Astronomical phenomena? 25% of total sightings

Airoraft: 20%
Balloons: 16%
Other causes (lights,birds,hoaxes): 13%

Reports with insufficient inform-

ation: 1%

Unidentified reports: 9%

17. Reports classified under the heading of "insufficient information"
are those for which an essential piece of infornation is missing. For example
the omission of sighting time or location.

18. After the new procedure had been in operation for some 6 months, the
percentage of sightings remaining unidentified was reduced to one third of the
Previous figures. The figures for this period then became:-

Astronomical phenomena: 23% of total sightings

Aircraft: 21%

Balloons: 25%
Other causes: 20%

Reports with insufficient infor-
ation

Unidentified reports: 3p

The effect of the new reporting end investigating procedures has
to be marked, reducing the percentage of those unidentified to 1.66

continued
and, on one oceasion, to 25 low as 0.7%. The Americans, in fact, believe the
percentage can be reduced even further,

20, Experience in UK. In the UNITED XIVGDOK a somewhat similar picture
Presents itself. There, ell reports of unidentified aerial sightings are
Processed through Defence Ministxy Air Intelligence, and an average of 9 out of
10 sightings have been identified. Astronomical phonomens and aircraft are
Once egein the mein recsons for sightings. The Defence Ministry ie confident‘that with more reliable infornation ad improved reporting procedures, the number
unidentified could te substantially reduced. The Ministry shares tho opinion
with the Americans that the impossibility of devoting nore time and money ia the
main factor preventing the achievement of a rational identification for everyreport.

Conclusions.

ul. i would like to repeat the nain points I have made as I think
they ere inportent. Reports of unidentified aerial sightings have been
assessed by the Departnent of Air for the pest ten years or so. Nearly allof these sightings have heen idontificd as either satrononical phenozena,aireraft, fireworks, balloons or oatellite material re-entering the earth's
atmosphere. Astronomical phenomena is responsible for the greatest number of“sightings and it is significant that there is 8 noticeable relationship between‘the tine of year when the groatest number of sightings are reported end the tinewhen the greatet meteor nctivity is experienced, There tends to be an inercase of
*eported Sightings cach yoor around about the main meteor stream dates, whichat 46 hard to believe 42 purely coincidental, and conversoly there are fawreports during the principal Bps between dates of neteor activity.

5/ee
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22. Both in the UK and USA, enclyses of rovorted sightings have
fesulted in similar conclusions to our own. In the UNITSD STATES, where some

9,000 sightings have been investigeted over the pest 18 years, scientific

fethods of data reduction have consistently denonstrated that there are no

significant similarities between sightings which havo not been identified. In
fact inproved reporting and evaluating procedures have markedly reduced the

fumber of sightings falling into the "unidentified" category. Only the

mpossibility of providing an intensive effort ani imense expense prohibits

the expectation of a complete reduction of sightings, which currently remain

qmidentified end which now stands at around 2-

23. The nunber of unidentified sightings each year in AUSTRALIA does

not warrant such great effort or expense. Only where there is evidence that
‘a threat to the security of the nation is involved (e.g. the possibility of
foreim aircraft infringing our sir space) would this attitude be reversed.
‘The Department of Air believes that there always will be acrial sightings of
high eltitude phenomena which ere strange to the untrained eye and that of

“these sone will not be identified.
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Victoria Barracks,

Melbourne. Vio. 3004.

2 NOV 1967

Dear Me, Norris, Jol"

Thank you for the report on the work underteien by the University
of Colorado forvarded with your letter of 31st October, 1967+

Ag you exe aware the Government is presently satisfied that the
arrengemente under which the ReAedsFs is responsible for the investig

ation

of unidentified flying objects in mstrelia sdequately serves our national

interoat

However, I am keenly evare of the developments taking place
overseas and I shall contime to watch then with interest for their possible
implication to the situation in éustrolias

Yours sincerely,

i. F. EB, Norris,

Investigation Organization,
Fis BOX 1805 —

B

Bassey),
pal
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ee (This side only to be written on) sae

Ag stated in F12, the RAAF's prime concern in UFO investigation

to ensure that there is no threat to Australia's security and the
present RAAF resources for investigation cannot go beyond this directive.

‘At present there is no evidence to suggest that any UFO's threaten
; air space and, from a defence point of view, increased effort

jense on investigation would seem to be unwarranted,

ght of evidence suggest that scientific, as opposed to

on of these phenomena would be more appropriate if
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Ai Folio / 6 is referred for your comments and advice so thet a
reply can be prepared for the Minister.

ae Would you please give this matter priority so that either a full
or interim reply can be forwarded from CAS Branch as soon as possible.

3, Tf you are unable to provide material for a full reply within
Tdays would you please return this file so that an interim reply oan be
‘prepared.

Kae



(Aflioting Australian UFO. Societies)

ro) COMMONWEALTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION

Under the distinguished Pevrenase of Air Morhol Sir George Jones, KBE, CB, DAC,

‘Secrotaty: Mrs. SYLVIA SUTION P.O; BOX 189, MOORABBIN, VIC., AUSTRALIA. Toleghone 951699

160 Collins Street,
Melbourne.

Sist October, 1967

Mr. ?, Howson, Ni. H.R.

House of Representatives,

CANBERRA. A.C.T.

Dear Sir,

I have pleasure in enclosing herewith

@ note describing the work being undertaken on unidentified

flying objects by the University of Colorado under the
auspices of the United States Air Force.

My Organisation maintains that a

similar Project inaugurated in Australia with Commonwealth
funds would be of assistance in helping to solve the great

international problem of the UFO's.

Your assistance intringing this matter

to the attention of the Government will be greatly

appreciated.

Yours faithfully,

ae es
PB. EB. NORRIS.



COMMONWEALTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION:

12th floor
100 Collins Street.
Melbourne,

THE COLORADO PROJECT:

U.S. SCIENTISTS TO PROBE U.F.0'S

In October 1966 the United States Air Force announced that
a sum of $300.000 (subsequently increased to $500.000) would
be made available to the University of Colorado to permit the
establishment of a full time project to investigate the
problem of the unidentified flying objects,

Head of the Project is Dr.Edward U. Condon the University's
Professor of Physics and one of the country's outstanding
and more outspoken scientists.

' Besides Dr. Condon. the Project includes Mr. Robert J. Low,
an Engineer, who is Project Co-ordinator; Dr. Michael
Wertheimer, a psychologist; Dr. William Blumer a Meteorologist,
and Dr. Joseph Rush a physicist, $

Information received by C.A.P.I.0° indicates that the specific
assignments now being undertaken are the development of a
Sighting case file which will be accessible to sorting by
computer; planning for one or more well trained teams of
field investigators; development of a special sighting
(interrogation) form: preparing a manual or booklet, including
background information on astronomy for public guidance in
observing and reporting U.F.0's; giving serious consideration
to an effort to deploy instruments for detection of U.F.0's
and for gathering quantitative data,

A major effort is being made to open up new sources of
information among professional pilots and others who would
be likely to see UFO's; also to re-open information sources
which. for reasons of dissatisfaction with the Air Force
Project (Project Bluebook) have stopped reporting sightings.

For one scientific experiment, engineers of one of the largest
automobile companies in the country will attempt to determine
exactly what could cause failure of the electrical systems of

" automobiles. as is often reported as a result of the close
approach of UFO's,

According to "Time" Magazine of 4th August 1967, the Project
is now well under way and a computer-aided analysis of 2000
sightings has commenced. In addition. three sightings
supported by ample photographic or eye witness evidence are
teceiving intensive examination. It is anticipated that the
protects report will be completed and published in September

One other Scientist who is closely associated with the
Colorado Project is Dr. James E. McDonald, Professor of
Meteorology at the University of Arizona.



Dr. McDonald recently appeared before the United Nations
putee eece Affairs Group and made the following statement
on $8)

as Phere are strong indications of increased close approaches
‘by UFO's here and abroad.

2. It is not possible to explain all the sightings as natural
phenomena or as secret tests of highly advanced aerial
or space vehicles built on earth.

In spite of official debunking, the verified evidence
points to some unknown phenomenon about which all of us
must quickly become better informed.

The most probable hypothesis is that the UFO's are

extra-terrestrial probes capable of causing EM.
(Electromagnetic) interference and other unusual effects.

The importance of the problem to our world if UFO's

are actually extra terrestrial probes should quickly

bring about international scientific co-operation to

discover all possible information.

___.The prestigious National Investigations Committee

on Aerial Phenomena. largest and most influential of the

American UFO private research groups sums up the Colorado
ject as follows:-

"Clearly this is a new era of UFO research. Now that

the validity of the Air Force explanations for UFO's
has been seriously questioned and the doubts acted upon,
it is time for a re-orientation of efforts. We have long

‘been aware of the undue influence on public opinion

| (including scientists) that official pronouncements
have had, delaying an open study and misleading those
who could bring a resolution to the problem. All

indications are thet the investigators fully intend to:
have a thorough look at the facts.

ee is done, we are confident that scepticism will
e) +



eal:Bs|ORESI243iae.
55]||ia:i38isasjt?AL:SitAgetAii\efi.iiliiuiijas|le:iiiaihqn?isiii_H“iiREEDEaaySagOgiteig22iiihnFHijas&



FADED OR ILLEGIBLE SOURCE.

WILL NOT IMPROVE ITS LEGIBILT'





MINUTE PAPER

(Write on this side only)

UFOs IN AUSTRALIA - CAPIO

Austrelia fron the air. Provided we can retain this prerogative we have no

objection to the Government giving officiel and financial backing to sone

Organisation which would like to delve more deeply into the UFO question.
the Government's policy onHowever this Directorate obviously cannot deci

this matter.

voto
CarWe
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He Folio 72 is referred for your comments andpdvice so thet a
“reply can be prepared POETS ie Saya 74
3, Would you please give this matter priority so that either a full

or interim reply can be forverded from CAS Branch as soon as possible.

oe Tf you are unable to provide material for a full reply within
7 days would you please return this file so that an interim reply can be

prepared.

16/3 167



- om, COMMONWEALTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION
Cc A P 10 (Afflieting Avstrotian U.F.0, Sociatien)
ee . Under the distingudhed Potrcnose of Air Marshal Sir George Jones, ca, DFC,

‘president: PETER'E, NORRIS; LLB, Secrotary: Mr. SYLVIA SUTION _P.0, BOX 180, MOQRABBIN, VIC, AUSTRALIA. Telephone: 95.1659,

6th March 1967.

Vir Peter Hoyson,
Minister for Air,

Parliament House,

CANBERRA. A.

Dear Sir,

_ AS setretery of the above-mentioned federction, I am writing to you

again vith reference to unidentified flying objects.

‘Whe pest 19 years, with so many well-authenticated sighting reports

‘end our own rapid advence in the Space Ase technology, have brought a basie

change in the cenerel public's thinking. From disbelief and ridicule has

acceptance that UFO's exist but the nature of the phenomenon is still pure
iin. However, it is a matter of vital importance to every living

‘perso this planet.

I would like to drew your attention to tho recent grant of $200,000
857) which the U.S. Air Force made to the University of Colorado for

purpose of investigeting UPO's/ This venture, to be run with

independenceand without military direction, is in line with the
tions je by Congress earlier last yeer.

5th april 1966 Second session of the 89th Congressional
. dealt specifically with the subject of UFO's and

Sir Fo b ailicent in ite UFO investigs

7, the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board

pendent ‘bodybe set up for more specialized investigations—
etiphasis on scientific analysis. The afore-mentioned

assistance given here to sone

LRU. or perhars a University.

eady the University of Colorado has a}

wquest for co-operation and siggestions as to
It is obvious that large-scale vork cannot be

vate UFO resexrch groups and societies throughout the
“with only limited resources of time and money. They — +

sistance to Government sponsored projects by providing the
and information from their respective areas. lio doubt,

mS unconnected With societies would be willing to help, if

was @ Governnent backing.



“Whe long range plan is 2

Sica benefits it could confer.
a commenced in Japan less then tvo

There are also people in o 
= ‘

m ve have exc! ne Ca ee

Yours feithfully,

(rs-) Sylvia Sutton.
Hon. Sec.



COMMONWEALTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION.

Under the diavinguished Potrenoze of Air Monhol Sir George Jone, KBE, C8, DEC

Secretory: Mrs, SYLVIA SUTTON P.0, a MOORABBIN, VIC;, AUSTRALIA. Talephone: 95 1657

BE

seq/s/a a 12th November 1966
pps- 2

‘Thank you for your letter of 2nd inst. and for the accompanying
‘synopsis of UFO sightings.

The latter is being duplicated to send to the affiliated societies
of C.A.P.1I.0. and we do appreciate your co-operation.

Again thanking you for your time and trouble,

Yours faithfully,

reas
(trs.) Sylvia Sutton.

Hon. Pec.

LR os
s69/s [047



UNIDENTIFICD FLYING OBJECTS - AN EVALUATION BASED ON

AUSTRALIAN, AMSRICAN AND ERITISH ATR FORCE REPORTS

A summary of an address given by Mr B.G. Roberts, to the

Ballarat Astronomical Society at BALLARAT,

February 1965

The UFO Some Objections to it

4 4. Unfortunately the term "unidentified flying object", or UFO for short,
Pecause of its widespread and indiscrininate use is generally regarded aa just

enother word for "flying seucer". This is a rather ironic situation since the

tem wes originally introduced to combat just such an eventuality, and so over-

come the tendency automatically and haphazardly to relegate all unidentified

sightings to the category of “flying saucers".

2s Even the term “unidentified flying object" is somewhat of a misnomer,
and this probably is the underlying reason for its indiscriminate use, We
Pelieve it to be a misnomer on a number of counts, Firstly many sightings are

not of mate-ial objects but of what the observer, in all good faith, believes to

be material objects. Freak weather conditions, electrical storms and unusual
ight conditions can give rise to misleading impressions, especially when the

observer is unuséd to them and the time of viewing is short. The eye is not

alone in this respect. For instance Radar is far from infallible. Radar echoes
i from dense clouds and pockets of air are quite common and can give the erroneous

j dimpression that some material object has been detected.

3: Secondly it is our experience that, except in sightings of aircraft the
process of flying is rarely involved, Many sightings are of the planets or of

meteors entering the earth's atmosphere, and, in one case, we received an excellent
report from some 17 separate observers in the Central NORTHERN TERRITORY of the

re-entry of the Russian Satellite Cosmos II into the earth's atmosphere.

4. One might even go a stage further and challenge the word "unidentified"

k on the grounds that the classification is a purely tentative one, since information
not available to the observer generally provides an adequate identification of the

e Sighting subsequently. It is our experience that more than 90% of all well reported
‘sightings can be identified satisfactorily. The rest cannot be identified specific—

dy, mainly because the observer's report of the sighting does not contain sufficient

informetion to provide an identification, or in cases where it is considered that

further investigetion is unwarranted. An example of the latter is illustrated by

the case of a woman who wrote in 1964, after reading a newspaper report of a UFO

‘sighting, to tell us of sounds she had heard one night more than twelve months
i previously; she did not know what date it was she had heard the, noises and, as she

Wes too frightened to get out of bed, she did not see what was making the noise.

Could the "object" be identified? Naturally it could not be.

‘De Although it is difficult to conjaze up a name which adequately describes
‘these Sightings I think a more appropriate term than “unidentified flying objects”

would be "imidentified aerial sightings" - the sightings being "unidentified" only

ansofar as the observer is concemed. It could be defined as an observaticn which

vemains unexplained to the viewer at least long enough for him to report it. Although

‘the term may still be inadequate in some respects I think it removes some of the

misleading inferences which were apparent previously when using the tem "unidentified

flying object".

Assessmentof Aerial Sightings

6. The assessment of reports of unidentified acrial sightings in
AUSTRALL and the TERRITORIES is the Tesponsibility of the Department of Air at

There i8 no hidden implication in this allocation of responsibility.
The Department is simply the most appropriate authority for the task, which is
verforned to determine whether or not a threat to the scourity of the nation
is involved,

has
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Fs Much effort and time is devoted each year to the assessment of aerial
Sightings. Reports have been received from as far south as TASMANIA and as
fer north as NEW GUINEA. Immediately following a report the observer is
usually contacted and requested to complete a detailed pro-forma covering all
aspects of the sighting. If there is no imuediate and obvious explanation for
the sighting the observer may then be interviewed by a member of the RAAF so
that his creditability may be assessed and in order to obtain useful additional
Anformation. The Department of Civil Aviation may then be contacted concem-
ing civil aircraft movements in the area, while military aircraft movements
and weather ballooi flights are also checked, in case they may have been
responsible for the sighting. Satellites ere also responsible for a number
of reports, basicaliy because of public interest in satellites and the
increasing number out into our skies. The movements of satellites and
satellite debris ere checked through the Dopertnent of Supply, which tabulates
‘data on all satellites, regardless of country of origins Because of the
steadily increasing anount of traffic in our skies, and in space for that
matter, (more than 500 pieces of satellite herdware are orbiting the earth
at this minute), the task of identifying aerial sightings is assuning eubstan-
‘tial proportions.

8. Reporting Frocedure. ‘The procedure to be adopted when reporting an
unidentified aerial sighting is to write a letter to the nearest RAAF base oz,
altematively, to the nearest police station giving your name and address and
“68 much of the following information as you may be able to recall :~

(2) Date and precise tine of the sighting;

(>) Length of tine sighting under observation;

(c) Where the sighting took places

(@) Position of the sizhting when first otserved (e.g., overhead
coning from behind a hill, over the horizon etc.);

(e) Whet wes it that attracted your ettention; (e.g. light, noise);
(£) Dia the sighting appear to be a light or a solid objects
(g) What was its colour;

(a) What was its apparent shape;

(3) Ef more than one sighting was concurrently observed, how many
were there and what was their formation;

(k) Wes any detail of the structure of the sighting observed;
(1) Was any method of propulsion obvious;

(nm) Was there any sound (desoription, if ny); and,

(n) — estimate of the object's height, speed and direction of
ight.

3. Now this last item is very importent and I would venture to say that
unless you have sone experience in estinating hoight and speed your impression
of any object's height, epeed and direction of flight could be conpletely
Grroncous. Why this is so becomes clear when one realises that any eotim-
stion of speed requires that we have some idea of an object's height and this,
an tum, requires thet we have some idea of the tre size of the object.

10, Tf a sighting appears as a light or is so fer away that we cannot
iscern any detail about it other than that it appears to be an objoot, thon
‘We have nothing against which to compare its size, Consequently an estination
of its size or an inprossion of its height ani speod are likely to be in error.
Forlexenple, an afroraft flying overhead at 300 mph at a hoight of 5,000 ft.

ie»
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could easily give an observer the erroneous inpression that he hal sighted
@n object flying et 3,000 u.p.h., if he thought thet the height was about
50,000 ft. Thistledom, less than one inch in dianeter, which are blow up
to 100 ft or so by the wind during our sunner months, can appear as objecta
flying very high at fantastic specds and capable of the most amazing nan-
oeuvres, simply because their size is a matter of conjecture at the tine.
Similarly an aircraft flying directly evay from the observer, particularly
at might, could appear as a slowly descending or hovering object.

11. Since the size of the sighting, the direction of its flight and
its distance from us is normally inpossible to estimate accurately, it ie
better to make an estimate of the sighting's initial angle of elevations
hove the horizon, the angle through which it subsequently may appear to
move and the time taken to do so.

@he Identification of Aerial Sightings,

12. Adentified Sightings With the inforaation available from the aerial
sighting repart, an attempt is made to identify the sighting, In 9 out of
10 well reported cases this is usually possible. By fer the greatest nunber
of sightings have been attributed to astronomical phenomena, such as falling
meteors or the view of a particular plonet (such as Venus, Jupitor or Mars)
which may have appeared unusual to the observer. Aircraft ere responsible
for the next highest percentage of sightings, while a variety of other causes,
such as rockets of the firecrackers variety, weather balloons, satellite material
@nd so on, combine to form the remainder. It is simificant to note that
xecords show, both in 1963 ond again in 1964, that the months during which the
Greatest number of serial sightings were reported were also the months of
Greatest meteor activity. The months of July ang August consistently bring in
ore sightings then any other sonth of the year.

13. Unidentified Sizhtings, The number of sichtings which cannot be
identified fron the inforaation available has =easined fairly consistently
at around about two a year. Indeed, given sufficiont tine and effort, the
nunberof unidentified sightings probably could be reduced further. One hes
to easess, however, whether the required additional time and effort is
warranted. It is generally accepted that there is, and always will be, a
Small number of sightings (due to high altitude phenomena, which are strange

_ to the untrained eye) for which the availavle information will never be
Sufficient to enable an identification to be ma‘e. In other words it is
dust not possible to achieve 2 100% record of successful identification. The
Ajeal can be approached but not achieved, simply because the inaccurecies
inherent in this type of work militate egainst its achievement. So mech for
experience in AUSTRALIA; what of the experience of overseas Air Forces such
as for instance the USAF,

14. Experionee in USA, Experience in the UNITED STATES runs parallel
to dustralian experience. The dmericans, however, handle many more reported
sightings, averaging from 400 to 600 each yesr. The analysis of all reported
Sightings in the USA hes veen the responsibility of the USAF Air Technical
Yntelligence Centre since investigations started in 1947. Since that time
they have investigated some 9,000 reports.

1. Tn their effort to identify reported cerial sightings the
Americans use automatic Sorting and computing techniques, because these
Hethods provide the best way to hendle such groat amounts of data. The
written reports are reduced to Tif punch-cari ebstrecta by means of logically
Geveloped forms and standardised evaluation procedures, The evaluation of the
reports, = crucicl step in the preparation of the data for statistical treat-
Bent, consists of an appraisal of the reports, the subsequent classification of
the sighting, with the onphasie on complete consistency and objectivity. ThisConsistency and objectivity can be maintained right through the anelysis since
the computer is a tiechine ond not a nan.
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16. 2 typicel breakdown of inerioan itentificction, before inprovedfeporting end investigating procedures vers introduced, wuld heve been asfollows :-

Astronomicel phenotana: 25% of total sightings

Advoraft: 20%
Balloons: 156
Other causes (lights,birds,hoexes): 13%

Reports with insufficient infom-

ation: 11%
Unidentified reports: 9% a

ye Reports classified under the hea@ing of 'nsufficient information"are those for which an essential piece of inforzation is missing, For exanple‘the omission of sighting time or location.

18. After the new procedure had been in operation for sone 6 montha, thepercentege of sightings réncining unidentifiod was reduced to one third of tha
Previous figures, The figures for this period then became:-

‘Astronomical phenomena: 23% of total sightings

Aireraft: 21h
Balloons: 26%

Other causes: 20%

Reports with insufficient inforn-
ation ii

Unidentified reports: 3%

19. The effect of the new veporting end investigating procedures hascontinued to be marked, reducing the percentage of those unidentified to 1.66‘emi, of one ocoasion, to 28 low es 0.7% The dncricans, in fect, believe the‘Percentage can be reduced even further.

20. Experience in Uk. In the UNITED KDNGDO & somewhat sinilar picturePresents itself. all reports of unidentified serial sightings are
Brosessed through Defence Ministry wir Intelligence, and an average of 9 out ofigntines have bsen identified. Astronomical Phenonene and aircraft areGree agnin the tain rousons for sightings. The Defence Ministry is confidentthat with nore reliable inforsetion a 4 improved neportine Procedures, the nunberve ponisfied could bo substantially reduced. The Ministey shares the opiaionwith the Americans that the inpossibility of devoting more time and money is theBoene Preventing the achicyenent of & rational identification for overy

Conclusions

21. T woulda like to repeat the main points I have made as I thinkthey ere inportant, Reports of unidentificd serial sightings have been

Nearly all

omical phenomena,

el re-entering the earth'satocsphere, Astronomical Phenomena ia responsible for the greatest nunber ofSightings ond it is significent thet there is a noticeable reletionship betweenthe tine of yoar when the «reatest nunber of si ings are reported and the tineMhen the @reatist neteor activity is experienced. There tenis to bo an inoresse ofFe ie tecaiwttings each yenr ardind about the nein neteor strean dates, which#6 4s bal to believe is purely coincidental, and conversoly there are fewvoporte during the Principal gaps between dates of reteor activity.

5/s+
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22. Both in tho UK and USA, analyses of reported sightings have
mesulted in similar conclusions to our on. In tho UNITED STATES, where some

ie 9,000 sightings have been investigated over the past 18 years, scimtific
i methods of data reduction heve consistently denonstrated thet there ace no

Significant similarities between sightings which have not been identified. In
| fact improved reporting and evaluating procedures have markedly reduced the
} number of sightings falling into the "unidentificd" category. Only the

impossibility of providing en intensive effort and immense expense prohibits
the expectation of a complete reduction of sightings, which currently remain

i unidentified and which now stands at around 2-3%,

| 23. The number of unidentified sightings each year in AUSTRALIA does

| not warrant such great effort or expense. Only where there is evidence that

@ threat to the security of the nation is involved (c.g. the possibility of
foreig aircraft infringing our air space) would this attitude be reversed,
The Department of Air belicyes that there always will be acrial sightings of
high eltitude phenomena which are strange to the untrained eye and that of
these sone will not be identified.

25 Oct 66
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SUMMARY OF UNIDENTIFIED AERIAL SIGHTINGS REPORTED TO DEPARTMENT
OF AIR, CANBERRA, ACT, FROM 1960

Date of Brief Desoription of Aerial Sighting Possible
Sighting Cause

23 Jan 60 Twin Yellow Lights over Launceston, Tasmania. Refraction

Elevation 20° - 30° of light

4 Fed 60 Bright object emitting flashes, moving W to E over
Melbourne, Victoria. Astronomical

26 Mar 60 Spherical, silvery object, elevation 80° - 65°, over
Canberra, ACT. Astronomical

13 Jun 60 Flashing red light and fixed white light over

Mangelore, Victoria. Aircraft

26 Jun 60 Explosion of light with spark showers, elevation 40°
; en route Melbourne, Victoria, to Launceston, Tasmania Astronomical

IB dug 60 Bright flashing object travelling E to W, 160 miles
WN of Mullewa, WA. Astronomical

2 Oct 60 Crescent shaped object, horns lighted, 5° above
southern horizon, Launceston, Tasmania. Astronomical

4 Oct 60 "5 flying saucers and a mother ship" cigar shaped,
4 vertical bands, over Cressy, Tasmenis. Astronomical

‘13 Oct 60 White light, angle of elevation 45°, Mackunda Downs,
- Queensland. Astronomical
25 Oct 60 Downs, Queensland. Astronomical

15 Oct 60 AS traversing sky, W to B over Launceston, Tasmania Met balloon
with light

attached.

18 Oct 60 Slow moving cigar-shaped object similer to aircraft -
bright orange rear portion, rest dull grey. Probably TAA

aircraft

Viscount

VH-TVG.

27 Oct 60 Mysterious explosions, Cressy Area, Longford, Tasmania -
orange coloured ball hovering in sky, also described

as cigar-shaped. Astronomical

27 Oct 60 Orange/biue/red vound object, trailing cloud of sparks,
exploded at Poatina, 1: ia. Astronomical

15 Nov 60 Orange transluscent ball, approx 70 ft in diameter
at altitude 35,000 ft heading 140° at high speed. Astronomical

27 Nov 60 Light in sky over Poatina/Cressy, Tasmania Astronomical

29 Nov 60 Point of blue/green/rea light, just obove horizon,
rising slowly over Trevaliyn, Tasnania. Astronomical

The foregoing summary of information prepared in the public interest, includes the final
assessment of each sighting reached by Department of Air, CANBERRA, and it is ‘
regretted that no further correspondence can be undertaken on this subject.



Date of Brief Description of Aerial Sighting

‘ pigirng
Possible

Cause

| Dec 60 Silvery, dice-shapeil formation of 30/40 objects over
; Lgunceston, Tssmania, flying southwards.

Dec 60 24 grey/blue objects, moving southwards over Great Lakes,
Tasmania.

2, Deo 60 Star like object, 20 minutes to pass over } sky over
Campbell Town, Tasmania, west to east.

5 Jen 61 Bright light in sky, Oatlands, Tasmania

aay Bright, white sphere, 45° from vertical, over Campbell
Jan 61 Town, Tasmania.

‘18 Jan 61 Apparently controlled light, no sound, several sightings

around Kerang, Victoria.

“2 Mer 61 Bright light, with teil of orange sparks over Indooroopilly

‘Queensland, from N to S.

JApr61 Flashes of light west of Beaconsfield, Victoria, similar
to lightning.

23Nay61 Large object like’a meteor - position 32305 152408
object broken up.

, 61 Dull silvery themoncter-shaped object - Devonport,
Tasmania - seen through binoculars.

“5 dun61 Conical shaped object falling to earth - Darwin, NT.

“7 dun 61 Oval shaped, red-glowing object, Cairns, Queensland,
photographed through 4 in telescope

31 Jui 61 Long white glowing object, flaming tail buzzed train
on railway, 285 miles south of Darwin, NT

Sug 61 12 objects flying high, inSeg dropping white
substance- Meekatharra,WA,

24 ing 61 Red Light, elevation 3.5° at Hobart airport.

Nov/Dec 61 Golden sphere with silver protuberances on either side -
like motor armature, moving and rising inwsterly

direction, Koorda, WA.

28 Dec 61 Spherical object, enitting flashes of green and orange
light - slow moying - Collaroy, NSW.

16 Jan 62 Piery, rocket-like object across Caulfield, Vic.

23 Jen 62 Green fading to yellow object over East Sale, Vie

Flight of

pigeons

Re:'raction of

light

Satellite

Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Aijreraft

Astronomical

Temperature

inversion,

sighting of

an aircraft.

Astronomical

Probably

migrating

"balloon

spiders"

Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Probably

private

aircraft.

The foregoing sumary of information prepared in the public interest, includes the

final assessment of sach sighting reached by Department of Air, CANBERRA, end it is
repretted that no further correspondenmcen be undertaken on this subject.



Date of

Sighting

Brief Description of Aerial Sighting Possible

Cause

30 Jan 62

13 Feb 62

3.Mar 62

44 Mar 62

13 Apr 62

5 May62

5 May62

Tiley62

25 May 62

25 Jun 62

White spherical object, Manly, NSW

Bright white, planet-like object, sometimes orange and
occasionally sig-cagging or changing direction,

Fremantle, WA.

White spherical object with metal lustre, Manly, NSW

Star-like object, 75% elevation to SSW of Flinders
Islend, Tasmania

3 objects, 2 with firey trails, moving from NW

direction over Tennant Creek, NT.

Vhite object, zig-zagzing, Redcliffe, WA.

Contrail and metallic glint preceding contrail,

over Richmond, NS

Dark glinting object leaving 4 condensation trails -

climbing vertically over Holbrook, Victoria

Hight, travelling across sky, stops, changes course
and gradually disappears, Iucinda Point, Queensland.

Glowing sed object, great eize ani speed at Kurrajong,

122/23 hug 62) Silver-colouned object over Yass, NSW

23 Sep 62

13 Oct 62

30 Oct 62

3 Noy 62

8 Deo

‘17 Dec: 62

Star-like object, red/green/blue - slowly moving
up/dom/right/left over Kimberley, Tasmania.

Bright star-like object moving across sky over
jentiark, WA.

Starlike object, stationary in sky over Cressy, Tasmania

Moving, star-like object Launceston, Tasmania.

Bright cluster of lights moving from S to N - Aircraft
en route Christchurch, NZ, to Sydney, NSW.

Aircraft like object high over sky, leaving yellowish

treil - Canberra, ACT.

Large object with red front emitting thick orange
coloured exhaust - over Goulburn, NSW

Bright metallic glinting needle shaped object flying
in Straight-vyertical path over Cressy, Tasmania.

Yellow, star-like object from $ to N in straight path,
ever Cressy, Tasmania.

Cylindrical object, with 2 vertical projections
travelling NNS/SSW ovor Norfolk Island.

Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Aimeratt

Atreraft

Astronomical

istronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Aircraft

Astronomical

astronomical

Astronomical

Aircraft

Astronomical

Aircraft

Probably

Satellite

Aircraft

The foregoing cummiary of information prepared in the public interest, includes the
final assessment of each sighting esched by Department of Air, CANBERRA, and it is

regretted that no further corresporiience can be underteken on this subject.



Yate of Brief Description of Acrial Sighting Possible

Sighting Cause

Jen 63 Apparently spherical object, white vapour emitted.

Moved downwards in sky over Penna, Tasmania. Astronomical

5 Feb 63 Grey, rotating object descending and then moving over Tornado like
to West - gave off swishing sound, Moe Victoria, meteorological

manifestation

Feb 63 White, spherical object, illuminated, in level flight
over Maitlena, NSW. Satellite

27 Feb 63 ‘Two bluich/green lights, oval in shape, oscillating in Refraction of
- sky in tandem, Braybrook, Victoria. light.

‘4 Ape 63 Two bright objects, star-like, side by side, stationary, Refraction of
: Tasmania. light.

63 long slender, silvery-white pencil-like object - soundless,
; Forster, NSW Airoraft

19 May 63 Bright red/white object, rising vertically, looked like
‘bulldozer, Mt Gambier, SA. Astronomical

4Jul 63 Explosion of light in sky over elbourne, Victoria. Astronomical

“3 Jul 63 Bright greenish/blue light over Iron Range, Queensland. Astronomical

19 Jul 63 Bright starlike object, red, stetionery over Deloraine,
Tasmania. Astrononical

25 Jul 63 Light grey, circular object, noise like jet engine heard,
hovering above Warragul, Victoria. Tornado

8 Aug63 Shower of lights over Darwin area, NT, making swishing noise Astronomical

20 Aug 63 Explosion in sky Turner Station/Ord River Station, SA. Re-entry of
Silver spot or streak sighted before explosion. Cosmos 2.

23 Oct 63 White starlike object, bulbous front and elongated tail
~ Mt Dandanong area, Victoria Astronomical

19 Nov 63 Bright orange light, jet engine noise - from W to MV,
Moorabin, Victoria. Astronomical

26 Nov 63 Pinkish/trown starlike object oscillating over Beaumaris,
Victoria. Rotating in circular manner towards south. Astronomical

24 Dec 63 Marks on negative of photo taken et RAAF, Darwin. Static charge

on photo

paper during

loading of

camera

The for2 going summary of information prepared in the public interest, includes the

final assessment of each sighting reached by Department of Air, CANBERRA, and it is

regretted that no further correspondence can be undertaken on this subject.
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Date of Brief Description of serial Sighting PossibleSighting 
Cause

23 Jan 64 Seen at sea by crew of a vessel NE Point of Groote Hylandt,
Wa. Large lights in water, made compass go "Haywire".
Shadow in centre of lights rotated clockwise, casing lights
to pulsate.

24 Feb

2
8

64 Bright light like bushfire, Balladonta, WA,

64 Eyze Highway (176 mile pee).
4

Astronomical
Mar6%
Mer

3 Mar 64 White, planet like object, bright light, Bridport,

Tasmania. Astronomical

22 Mar 64 Cigar shaped, travelling sideways, brown colour, at
Armidale, NSW Astrononical

‘9 Way 64 Two moving lights, yellowish, Pascoe Vale, Victoria Refraction of
Ee oscillating in sky. light.

24 Jul 64 Formation of whitish objects over Longreach, Queensland. Astronomical

1 and 2 Bright headed object, glowing tail over Onslow, WA. Astronomical

Jug64

2 dug 64 Hocket like object, with windows in side, yellow/orange,
3 above Wittenoom Gorge, /Hemmersley Ranges, WA. Astronomical

12 Aug 64 White light moving across sky over Kavieng, Papue and
‘New Guinea - like bright star. Satellite

‘dy Aug 64 Bluish star like object, moving in circles over
Launceston, Tasmania. 3 Astronomical.

2 Sep 64 Two silvery solid oval objects seen on flight Melbourne/ Refraction
Canberra of light

22 Sep 64 Object like exploding meteorite - lit up surface of sea,
Cambridge Gulf, WA. Astronomical

8 Noy 64 Light at horizon, Lowhead Lighthouse, Tasmanis. Astronomical

B Nov 64 long and narrow, red/orange object - travelling fast
over Point Sorrell, Victoria. Astronomical

4 Dec 64 Strip of scrub 600 yds wide, 43 miles long subjected to
extreme heat, Queensland. Bushfire

13 Jen 65 Apparent aerial objects, with vapour trails, flying in
formation over Tasman Soa. Astrononical

17 Jen 65 Elongated light with tail- oscillating in sky over Trevellyn,
Tasmania, Astronomical

A7-Jan 65 Two red lights end line of apparent cabin lights - Refraction of
Stationary over Mentone, Victoria. Light

Vampire

aircraft

from RAAF

Pearce.

23 Feb | Orange lights in sky over South Cottesloe, WA, Probably

The foregoing summery of information prepared in the public interest, includes the
final assessment of cach sighting reached by Department of Air, CANBERRA, and it is
apretted that no further corrosponience can be undertaken on this subject.
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Brief Deseription of Aerial Sighting Possible
cause.

Yellow spherical object moved from overhead to horizon
in SE direction - Lakes Rntrance, Victoria. Astronomical

Orange spherical object, West Tanar, Tasnania. Astronomical

Sphere with red dome on top; 3 illuminated tails - Weather
moving Southwards over Malvern, Victoria. balloon

Yellow steady light from spherical body moved about thosky 
Astronomical,

2 objects, one above the other, silvery, moved fron Refraction of
SSW over Geelong area, Victoria. Light

Dark grey/black amorphous object over Pakenian Bast
Victoria - moving erratically up and dom Tornado

Banana shaped, white/orange object over Mowbray, Tasmania Astronomical

Green changing to orange to green light over Youngtown,

Tasmania Astronomical

Slightly elongated, brightly lit, broke into several
Pieces, over Griffith, NS. Astronomical

Greenish/yellow light travelling fast over Queanbeyan,
BS Astronomical

Blue light eminating from object coloured rea - through
+o green - wayered in sky. Eninated light sufficient to
illuminate beach - Schulea Papua and New Guinea Unknown

3dun 65 Bright atarlike object, increasing in size, Bowen/
Proserpine area, Queensland. Astronomical

13 Jun 65 Yellowish ball with teil. Hnitted brillient bluish-white
ra flash on disappearing over horizon, Mudginberri Station

*ES Astronomical

17 Jun 65 Bright object, emitting red light directed to earth
Passed over Sewataitai, Papua and New Cuinca Astronomical

24 Jun65 Star shaped object, yellowich/white, moving over Young- Boho 2
tow, Tasmania. Satellite

‘24 Jun 65 Saucer shape- come top and rows of lights across front
@nd slong side - bluish white, red trail, Daunia Station,
via Nebo, NT Astronomical

24 Jun 65 Bright light, oscillating fron L to R - Bwaruada,
Papua and New Guinea Astronomical

29 Jun 65 Blue to green, cigar shapea object, red glow at rear
Lindisfarne, Tasmania. Astronomical

29 Jun 65 Bright object with short teil, moving E to W over
Launceston, Tasmanian distronomical

The Toneacing sumiary of information propared in the public interest, includes the
final assessnent of wach Sighting reached by Department of Air, CANBERRA, and it is
Tegretted that no further correspondence can be undertaken on this subject.
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Mate of ‘Brief Description of Aerial Sighting Possible

Sighting Cause

29 Jun 65 Vivid light blue, circular shape, travelling NS,
Longford, Tasmania. Astronomical

3 Jul 65 Loud humming, glowing object, yellow/white light
eminating from object illuminated herd of cattle,
Kimberly, Tasmania. Astronomical

5 dul 65 Bright white light, near Elliot, Queensland Satellite

5 Jul 65 Bright light over sea, Tewetewa, Pama and New Guinea Satellite

‘22 Sul 65 Bright light oscillating fron L to R, Barada, Papua
and New Guinea Astronomical

Brilliant white light in sky at moon rise over Murolla

Park, NT Astronomical

White spherical object, Canberra, ACT Astronomical

Red glowing cylindrical object, moving fron L to R

(oscillating) emitting "diesel-engine" sound, Agtronomical
Nivani Plantation, Samarai, Papua and New Guinea

Bright ligit turning fron red, through white to green

and red, Dalby, Qieensiand. Astronomical

Silver coloured object - disappeared with flash, 70
88 west Of Cook, ‘Estronestece

Saucer shaped object with bluish green low at rin,

@rey in colour, Vaucluse Beach, Sydney, NSW. Tornado

Bright green/red/shite ligt, Woodstock, NSW Astronomical

Two starlike objects over Frankston, Victoria Met Balloons

Silvery sphere with acriel on top, Orange, NSW Met Balloon

Red/orange body, leaving trail of white, came from SW
Lat 1048 south long 13315 East, Western Australia Astronomical

Flashing light travelling NS, Goomalling, Wh Astronomical

Spherical, starlike objects, Launceston, Tasmania Astronomical

Flashing red, gracn, white, flying object, Ganawe,
Papua and New Guinea Astronomical

Streak of light, Dubbo, NSW Astronomical

White object sighted west of Port Moresby, Papue and
New Guinea. Moved westwards, slowed then sped north- Tnknown
wards.

Bright light in sky WSW of Goroke, Papua and New Guinea.
Intensity of light fluctuated. Later disappeared below Satellite
horizon.

The foregoing summary of information prepared in the public interest, includes the
final ssseesmnt of ench sighting reached by Department of Air, CANBERRA, and it is
regretted that no further correspondence can be undertakn on this subject.



Brief Description of Aerial Sighting Possible

Cause

Dull vertical narrow bean ascending fron sea offshore
Banana Point, Pepua and New Guinea Water spout

White, apparently trianguler in shape, stationary in
sky, under moon, Launceston, Tasmania. Astronomical

Bluish-through-to-reddish light, larger than star, 20°
above horizon. Disappeared below horszon after about
10 minutes. Popondetta, Northern Territory. Satellite

foregoing stimmary of information prepared in the public interest, includes the
assessment of each sighting reached hy Department of Air, CANBERRA, and it is
ed that no further correspondence can be undertaken on this subject.



ya A P I fe) COMMONWEALTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION
Under the dlntinguished Petronage of Ait Morhal Sir George Jones, KBE, CB, DFC:

i=

‘Presidents PETER'E: NORRIS, LLB. Secretory Mis. SYLVIA'SUTTON F.C. BOX-49, MOORABSIN, VIC. AUSTRALIA, Telephones 95 1699.

21st October 1966

‘Mr Peter Howson, M.E.2.,

Thank you for your letter of 17th May last. This was

eircularized to the member groups of C.A.F.1.0. but further reference was
“made to it at the recent C.A.P.1.0. Conference held in Adelaide.

It was noted that a synopsis of UFO sightings and a brief

_ assessment of sate conld be made available and accordingly I have been
instructed to request that a copy be sent to us at your early convenience.

Thanking you in anticipation,

iI remain,

Youre) Sincerely, fis gts

(Mrs.) Sylvia Sutton.
Hon. Sec.

INTEL

Private Secretary

Mae
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fi P I [e] COMMONWEALTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION
. i Under the distinguished Patronage of Air Mamhol Sir George Jones, KBE, CB, DEC

ie

‘President: PETER E. NORRIS, LLB, Secretory: Mn SYLVIA SUTTON P10, BOX 48, MOORABDIN, VIC, AUSTRALIA: Telephone 95 1689.

2st October 1966

Mr Peter Howson, N.H.R.,

‘Minister for Air,

Parliament House, Canberra. A.C.T.

LIST OF C.A.P.1.0. OFFICE-BEARERS October 1966-67

‘President Mr Peter Norris, LLB. Melbourne, Victoria.

Vice-Pres. Mr bes Locke. Perth, Western Australia.

Vice-Pres. Mrs. U.L. Roberts. Brisbane, Queensland.
‘Secretary Mrs. Sylvia Sutton. Moorabbin. Victoria.
‘Treasurer Mr S.J. C2ynski Ballarat. Victoria.
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Parlianent Houde,
Sanberma, A.0.'7.

17 MAY 1966

Dear ltrs Sutton,

Your lotter of 23rd April raises a muiher of points to which &
would like to refer for the benefit of your organization.

As you say the Commonwealth Covernmmnt has bean weceiving and
evaluating report on sightings of unidentified flying objects for a
number of years, as have the Sovernuonte of the United Kington ani the
United States of Anorics, Tho first point I would like to make 4s ‘that
duriagthe eoume of the investigationsin these threo countries no

@pace.

Your lettor infers that the Goverment is anxious to keep
Gooret the results of inquiries into rezorts of U.P.0.e. I wouldbe the

‘that such a poldey would se likely to cause
public, and I therefore hasten to atviae you

‘that ouch is not the case at oll. Anyone who is intexested in sightings
U.P.Oes con apply to the Department of Air for infonmtion on this

wot, and io welcone to a synopsis of U.P.0s sishtinse which includes

hy

of

e n f aasesanent of the probable cause of the report.
. response‘to public dewand for information on a particular UsPeOs

made on behalf of the Jovermont in the
1 consider that too mich publicity on

Goncom and even alarm in the
of the public who ace not so well informed on

members of your ongundsation,

tb be! the appropriate authority te investimte
Petite do dustealie to the BoA, @isare you Golentitio

rio! sought from approprinte an’ 77 our
that if and when en investigation reveals

aay suspicious ciroumtances relatiny to the oridn of an “unidentified
sob object" tho Covomment will iunsdistoly release the facts to the

a

Hi
l if i

(3

ta for information by your ox:ganization will be

ain asoure you tha

Seats With bo sathibelA,

My best wishes to the aeabors of your oxssniration who I an
save mst find euch to interest thea in the etudy of serial phmosena.

Yours sinoersly,

ny



DEPARTMENT OF AIR

MINUTE PAPER

(This side only to be written on)

UNID: fr Ss FLYING OBJECTS

BA0/ Cas ee pot R)

Herewith a suggested draft reply to the letter on this subject

at Polio 2A.

A Gp Capt

G May 66 DARI



Pola ome

= ane Vachetta
mas Sphnn Comber POSeorstary

Coumonwealth Aerial Phenomena

Investigation Organization

P.O, Box 43

MOORABSIN VIC

Dear, Mas Saker ,

&
am Your letter of 23rd 4pril. rsises a number of points which tr

would like to refer te for the benefit of your organization.

iA 48 you Say the Commonwealth Government has been receiving
and evaluating reports on sightings of unidentified Mying objects

for a number of years, as have the Governments of the United Kington

and the United States of America. The first point I would like to

Make is that during the course of the investigations in these thras

comitries no information has come to light which indicates the

existences of extra-terrestrial vehicles, or that we are being observed

by beings from outer space.

ae Your letter infers that the Government is mxious to keep
Secret the results of inquiries into reports of UFOs. I would be the

first to agree with you that such 2 policy would be likely to cause

misunderstanding among the public, ana I therefore hasten to advise you

thet such is not the case at all: Mmyone who is interested in sightings

of UFOs can apply to the Department of Air for information on this subject,
and is welcome to “2 synopsis of UFO sightings which includes a very

brief assessment of the probable cause of the report. Farthermore, in

response to public demand for information on s particular UM sighting,

Statements have been made on behalf of the Government in the press und on the

radio. However I consider that too mach publicity on UFO reports would

be likely to cstise concern and even alarm in the minds of those members

of the public who are not so well informed on these matters as the members

of your organization.

a i covsininat believes tha appropriate authority to investigate
UFO's dn Australia is the RAP end I'assure yoy that scientific advice is

‘Sought from appropriate authorities whenever necessary. Your members

Should be re-acsured that if and when on investigation reveals any

Suspicious cireumstsnees relating to the origin of an "unidentified flying

Object! py Government will immediately release the facts to the publics

3 ny requests for ingormation by your organization will br readily
handled by the Department of Air and I again assure you that no facts

will be withheld.

ee My best wishes to the members of your organization who I am sure
must find mich to interest them in the study of aerisi phenomena.

isn ey

r. le Uhetaen



‘Dearlire Sutton,

¥ I have receivedyour letter of
23rd ApApril 1966 on behalf of your Associationeeunidentified flying objects in Australia.

I shall write to you againon this

Yours sincerely,

(Ged) PeTeR HSWsoNn

Peter Howson

bent
Me

CORY,

For draft, reply for

Minister's Sigaaiarn, Ptonse.

etl

2 Private: Beonsaaey

te a MENS POR Ale
BRG ors y

2% ee



COMMONWEALTH nA PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION
Under the <ditinguished Potronace of Air Monhel Sie George Joner, KBE, CR, DEC.

2h

pratieons PETER E WORKS LLB Secwfory) Nr SYLVIA SUTTON P10. BOX 42, MOORABBIN, VIC. AUSTRALIA, Telephone 951659

23rd April 1966

Mr Peter Howson, M.H.R.,

‘The Honourable Minister for Air,

‘CANBERRA. A.C.T.

Dear Sir,

My association is an amalgamation of Australian UFO research societies.

I have been instructed by my members to place before you the following comments

pertaining to the subject of unidentified flying objec

My association is aware that the Commonwealth Government has for some

been receiving and evalusting information concerning the existence of
ed flying objects, (UFO's) and believes that this fact, together with —
‘analysis of all sightings investigated, should be published, with the

cle of public ignorance from this research. There

sap] ion among the public at large concerning UFO's and
recy can engender only further misapprehension. _

andopen discussion of the subject woul st4

inpublic.

My association is convinced that much information is withheld by persons
i ; of UFO's but who decline to report their information

ridicule A favorable covermnsnt-statenent_on FO‘s vou therefore
valuable information on UFO's being received from members of the

\derable evidence indicating that some UFO's are manned.
to defence forces and all police, not to commit

hostility against UFO's.

inerease in reports of UFO's during 1965
ting in obvious need for further investigation into

_ Since the RAAF is primarily concerned with questions of

submits that responsibility for scientific investigati

yestedin the CSIRO. Any project inaugurated by your govern-

es indicated would receive the full support of my association.

Yours respectfully, ,

Gee

(Mrs. ) Sylvia Sutton.

Hon. Sec.
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