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Referring to statements that "flying saucers"
had been reported by a Naval aireraft, the Minister for the
Navy (Mr. Francis) stated today that it was a fact that during
a night cross country flight from the R,A.N. Air Station at
Nowra on 31st. August, last the pilot of & Naval aircraft,

-

Pt P A
flying at 13,000 thoiihad observed lights on his radar with
-~

vague shapes beneath, The lights had passed ahead of him

at a very fast speed. He was at the time flying at a speed

of 220 knots, The pilot had contacted Nowra and advised them,
It was later ascertained that the only other

aireraft in the vicinity was a T.A.A. Convair, ¢
The report was passed by Naval Intelligence to

R.A.A.F. Intelligence in accordance with the usual procedure

for dealing with reporte of such & nature. The reports are

collated and examined at R,A.A.F. Headquarters,
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DRAFT

The Minister :

The report in yesterday's Melbourne Herald re
"Saucers" is shown as being sent from Nowra by E.H. Cox. There
is a further statement in an early Herald today 16th. December
shown as having been originated at Sydney, and another in a
later edition originating in Canberra. The latter says that
the naval pilot who is alleged to have reported the "Saucers" is
believed to be Lieutenant R, O'Farrell. It was in fact Lieutenant
J.A. O'Farrell,
The original report was sent by Nowra to the
Director of Naval Intelligence in Melbourne on 2nd. September,
1954 and was passed to the Director of Air Force Intelligence
who apparently collates such reports, Nothing developed from
this one,
The report from Lieutenant O'Farrell read as follows :-
"I have the honour .......ee.s I was indicating 220 knots."
It was ascertained that the only aireraft in the

area at the time was a T.A.A. Convair on a Northerly course.




g,

T\M‘g@f@_ﬂ_‘

THOSE SAUCERS BAFFLE

NAVY EXPERTS

SYDNEY, Today. — Naval authorities admitted today
that tlur cannot find any “human source” for the "ﬂymg
recorded on a radar screen at Nowra.

he day that a United Stains
Alr Force official had told
ng =saucers did net A,
rom outer space. -4
The President sald this 5.'
at 8 Press conferepce. He ‘

saucers’

At the same time that
the saucers were seen on
the secreen a 8ea Fury
pllot regorwd saucer-

ashing past|g

Ant.horlttes have con-
nrm that the pllot was
aThman of experience.”

figd in-
\'esttsntad ey human
source” but could not logi-

call lain the sha
Tﬁemmysterv of pﬂ:he

shapes locked away i
N:@ﬁ files. e

Top-secret |
| Professor  Messell, of!

Sydney University, sald
today that flying saucers
leemed to be a top-secret
itary experlm&nL
m"l\‘lﬂ ufae bujia st
ough teve ?
come from outer spa
but- they could be a mill-

AN ey

tary  development,”
said. B

“There have peen sg|bim
many reports from nrdtn- come
arily re hlehpenple that
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Mavy radar

| plcks up
two

#“WM chay !--;‘Two b, m.|
believed to be flying nm;:m. hauii:n '
recordod by radar tt the Nowra naval ‘
: air station.

This  was  revealed
]when the ' maﬂ.el"al td:.lrL

vy, Mr Prancis,
m«dthed tation wda.}'
‘A maval pilot ﬂytng B
{single-senter fighter from
|Onnbam to Nowra just
nftar dark a few days aga
was Joined in the air by

;r,wn strange alreraft re-

sambl!.rmg SAlCErs,

’ He called Nowra alr con- |

ml’i" ta u'?ne him: ?ii!;: ]

owra reported tha

]rmrump showed three |

i alroraft fiying u:etltnr. i
The naval pilot identi-|
himself by executing

‘fed
movements in accordance
;ith directions !’:nml

MUCH FASTER |
He later reported . that! '
t.heetm m-drg-ntlngd ng-_
lects whl::h flew in pom-
y wth him for mmel

t.hun his Saa Furv nghter I

His :ceount of '1::11; mb-
uaqum muvqmen
terions

ruf' Iy mbmabaﬂ by udu
records al, N

No' other plnnaa nm
enough tn k company

with & Sea ‘were
known to he e area.
at the ti

The Ident u!:ﬁem\rs-.
tarious mac ‘has not |
been discovered. |




3079 fol-(

As&QM . FI\A__&' (ML, . Ve e. (S

Radar report confirmed

MINISTER SAYS

SAUCERS
WERE REAL

Canberra, Thursday

MR FRANCIS, Navy Minister, tonight confirmed

the sensohonal “flying saucers” report by a
" Royal Austrcllan Navy pilot in The Argus
. yesterday. :

. Mr. Francis said the pilot, in a Sea Fury, observed “two
lights on his radar with vague shapes
' undernecath” as he flew 13,000ft.
. above Goulburn, N.S.W.

Official secrecy which had surrounded

| the sighting for three months was broken

| when Mr. Francis and a group of Pressmen

‘ visited the Nowra (N.S.W.) naval station—
H.M.A.S. Albatross,

The Minister said: “It is a fact that
on a night cross-country flight from
.. | Nowra on August 31, a pilot in a Sea
Fury at 13,000 feet above Goulburn
~— observed two lights on his radar, with
vague shapes underneath,

“The lights passed ahead of him at |
a very fast speed as he flew at 220
knots (just under 250 m.p.h.).

“The pilot made contact with Nowra
and advised them.

“It was later ascertained that the
only other aircraft in the vicinity was
a T.AA. Convyair.

“This was passed by Naval Inteliigence |
| to R.AAF, Intelligence,” sald Mr. FPrancis.

The pilot is believed to be Lseuumaml
O'Farrell, formerly of Sydney, now stationed |
al Nowra
g, Experienced Navel eirmen at Nowra dig- |
"4 count the possibility that the shapes were
' unauthorised alroraft,

—
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RADAR”

0 “flying saucers”

have been recorded by
radar at Nowra (N.S.W.)
naval air station.

Naval officers at Canberra and
Nowra confirmed this last night.
They said that the “saucers” flew

alongside a Navy fighter plane and were
traced on the radar screen before dis-

appearing.

night, the Minister for
the Navy, Mr. Franecis,
sald: “This matter haa
not been mentioned to
me. I will order an im-
mediate investigation.

The saucers appeared
three mrﬁitths ago when
& navy pilo! was a
single - seater ﬂzﬁ
from Canberra to Nowra.

Just after dark the
pllot r?.g two strange

alrera nearby.

He tol gl wra alr
control about the mys-
tery objects.

Then three alfreraft
filying together showed
up on the radar
screen,

Nowra direcied tha
pilot to execule certain
movements to identify

himself,
He did so and the
saucers ually drew

away and vanished.

All the movements
were confirmed on the
radar screen.

Secret
weapons? 1

In Canberra last night
senior Afr Force officers
warned that many “fly-
ing saucers” were likely
to be reported in tha
next few weeks,

They said that thesa
would be guided airerafl
and projectlles,

But they refused ta
confirm or dl;an ;gea.i
experiments ha n
made with these Ero-
jectiles on the coas
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Official

eon: NAVY SAW
IN N.S.W.

0o "Flyiitg Saucers” have been re- |
ported by a Naval pilot—and |.

plotted on radar—over Goulburn, 60
miles from Canberra.

The pilot reported he had seen the “saucers”
flash past‘!ﬁs Sea Fury at supersonic speed.

The MNavy report is the Ffirst

" | authenticated information in the

world of the existence of “flying
saucers,”

But officiols revealed yesterday
that the incident occurred three
months ago.

A Navy pilot then reported to
Nowra Naval air station thot he
had*seen two unidentified objects
overtake his aircraft,

When he saw the objects he
|asked the oir station radar control
| ko check their screens.

' The radar officers then reported
back that they could see three
|objects on the radar screens in-
(eluding the Sea Fury.

In o report to semior naval
authorities, the radar officers said
they were unable to identify the
|two other objects on the rador

T —— | SCreen,

The pilot's report said
he was flying over Goul-
burn at 15,000 feet when
he saw twa lighted ob-
Jjects flash past,

He said they easily
passed his Sea Fury pro-

nyﬁg at least 450 m.ph.
2y ol reported =
eldent pt::l Nowra udlu:’ pg-
cors about 8.30 pm., &n

rader officers, after a check

@ Continved on Poge 5.

peller - driven fighter |
Which Bl S henr oy

ozzd

Navy saw
saucers

@ Continued from Page 1.
In talk among themsslves
they refer to the “flying .
saucer incident" but, be-
cause of the “top secrst’
classification of the Inciderit,
news of the pccurrence hus
becn kept from the publin.

Reparts of the Goulburn-
Nowra (ncident sre belleved
to have been senl to intel-
ligence and technical bran-
ches of all thiee services,

The report h{allcws simllg;
reporis over the past year
521?:'.‘1& and clvillan  pilots
and by civillans who have
reportéd strange ohjects over
Melbotirne and other East
Austrailan areas.

There is now a special
order to Navy and RAAF
pllots to wakeh for unidenti-
fled fiying objects,

It is belieyved that a spe-
oinl watch has been insti-
tuted on all radar statlons
in Australia.
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CONFIDENTIAL 3009 | 111

UNIDENTIFIED OBJECTS. . i

(R.A.N. Air Station, Nowra's letter No. 281/1 dated & September
:

1954, )
Ok e By
Il.

No. 013/4/10
The Director of Naval Intellegence,
Navy Office,
MELBOURNE.

Porrarded for information.
2. A copy of my reply to the Captain, N.A.S. Nowrs,

is also enclosed,

Motime-

COMMANDER FOR

CAPTAIN [AIR!. A,0.L,

Office of Captein (Air),
R.A.N. Air Station,
SCHOFIEFLDS. N.8,W,

% 24 SEP 1954 / :

GONFIDENTIAL
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Commonwealth of Fustralia. i
Bepartment of the Naby. 3019 o1 |

Ropal Gustralian Naby.

The Captein, R.A.N., Air ototion, Nowrda,. "

From

Date

To

ot Septembsr, 1804, Reference No_,__,‘nML o

Captaln (Air), Austrelia.

Subject

DIIDENTIFTIED OB o0l SIS

e

The attached reports are forwerded for information.

It would be of interest to know if any R.AL.Fe

aircraft were operating in the vicinity of Goulburn &t this
height at this tinme,

Je

EI’:C.A..

o Naval glroraft were 1n the vlecinitye.

AP T A/ N
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CONFIDENTIAL

No. 015/4/10 94 SEP 1354

The Captain,
K. A.N. Alr Station,

UNLDERTIFLED OBJECTS.

. With reference to your letier £81/1 dated 6
September, 1954, 1t has been ascertained that there were

N0 R.A.A.F. alreraft in the "Qtnlt, et the time but that a
Convalr belonging to T.A.A. was in that area st 14000 ft. on
a Northerly course.

2. Alrcrew should be briefed to report by V.H.F. any
unusual sightings on future occasions in order to sssist in
identification with the minimum delay.

(8GD.}J. R. W. GROVES

COMMANDER FOR
Rt!’l..

CONFIDENTIAL



GONFIDENTIAL

723 Squadron,

R«AN. Air Station,
Nowra, 6C,

NeS.We

2nd September, 1954.

811‘.

ENT CN NIGHT CRO TRY AT 0
st AUGUST -

I have the honour to submit the following report
concerning an incident which occurred on 31st August during
a night cross country flight from R.A.N. Air Station, Nowra.

2e The route was Nowrs - Young -~ Temora - Yass -~ Nowra,
and the briefed height 13,000 feet.

3 At 1858 I made the following position report to Civil

Air Radio Canberra, "Ausnav 921 contact Yass at 13,000 feet
estimating Nowras at 1920". This was acknowledged by Canberra,
and, when South West of Goulburn, I changed over to 143.64 n/es,
723 Sguedron exercise frequency, and contacted Nowra.

L. After contacting Nowra at approximatel¥ 1910, I noticed

a very bright light closing fest from "One o'elock™. This bright
light crossed ahead of me and continued to & position om my port
beam where it appeared to orbit. At the same time I noticed a
second and similar light at "Nine o'clock"™, which made a pass
about a mile ahead of me and then turned in the position where
the first light waes sighted.

5e I contacted Nowra and asked if they had me om radar,
hoping they would confirm that other aircraft were in the
vicinity. They replied that they had 3 echoes and adviged me to
turn 186° (Course), to be identified if I reguired a homing. At
thie stage the two bright lights reforméd at " Nine o'elock",
from me gnd disappeared on a North Easterly heading.

6. I saw no other lights and was only able to make out a

vague shape with the white light situated centrally on top. Their
epparent crossing speed wes the fastest that I have ever exper-
ienced, and at the time I was indicating 220 knotse ——=

-
-

1l have the honour to be,
8ir,

Your obedient servant,

.
RN R LR N R R

JeA.[|0"FARRELL
LIEUYENANT ReA.N.

The Captain,

Re«AN. Air Station,
Nowra, 6C,

N.S«.We.

Enclosure: Statement by Petty Officer (R.P.I.) JESSCP. =)




GONFiDEN f1AL

At 1907 aircraft 921 called up and asked if we
had him on ragar. After checking G.C.I. remote display,
we found that twe paints appeared on the display approx-
imately 280 degrees 32 miles. After gbout 15 seconds
ahother paint appesred in the same vicinity. One appeared

to be tracking towards base, the others in a North Easterly
direction.

About two minutes later we told 921 to fly 180 degrees
if he wanted a bearing, so we could identify him. His reply
was "Negative", sc we did not track the paints any further.

Bignei. K.E. JESSCP.
Petty Officer R.P.I.
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IN REPLY PLEASE QU s e a1t A 3099 (01 |
~w3s CONFIDENTIAL

Naval Staff Office,

FREMANTLE W.A
4. T1tn June, 795G,

CONFIDENTIAL

Director of Naval Intelligence,
Naval Intelligence Division,
Navy Office,

MELBOURNE, S.C. 1.
FLYING SAUCER REPORT,
A report has been received from Mr, E.G, Walker,
Postmaster Denmark, W.A.,, a member of the Coastwatchers,
that an object was recently seen in the sky near Denmark

by Mr. E.R. Tonkinson, postal elerk, and his wife.
Details are as follows :-

Time :=- 8.15p.ms Wednesday 9th June, 1954,
Place :- W.8.W, of Denmark Townsite W.A.

Description : The object was reported to be
slightly larger than a Star and
was seen low in the sky, just clear
of a hill, It moved backwards and
forwards without changing altitude and
changed colour from Green to Blue,
Red and White, After five minutes
it disappeared rapidly below the
horizon.

2 No local R,A.A.F, airecraft was in the vieinity at the

time. The matter has been reported to the R.A.A.F. Intelligence
Officer who intends forwarding & questionnaire to Mr. Tonkinson.

Tl

NAVAL OFFICER IN CHARGE.
WEST AUSTRALIAN AREA.
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