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Referring to statements that "flying saucers"

had been reported by a Naval aircraft, the Minister for the

Navy (Mr. Francis) stated today that it was a fact that during

a night cross country flight from the R,A.N. Air Station at

Nowra on 31st. ANENESs at See Delos of a Naval aircraft,

flying at 13,000 toe observed lights on his radar with

vague shapes beneath, The lights had passed ahead of him

at avery fast speed. He was at the time flying at a speed

of 220 knots, The pilot had contacted Nowra and advised them.

It was later ascertained that the only other

aircraft in the vicinity was a T.A.A. Convair. ¢

The report was passed by Naval Intelligence to

R.AJA.F. Intelligence in accordance with the usual procedure

for dealing with reports of such a nature. The reports are

collated and examined at R.A.A.F. Headquarters,
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DRAFT

The Minister ;

The report in yesterday's Melbourne Herald re

"Saucers" is shown as being sent from Nowra by EH. Cox. There

is a further statement in an early Herald today 16th, December

shown as having been originated at Sydney, and another in a

later edition originating in Canberra. The latter says that

the naval pilot who is alleged to have reported the "Saucers" is

believed to be Lieutenant R. O'Farrell. It was in fact Lieutenant

dA. O'Farrell.

The original report was sent by Nowra to the

Director of Naval Intelligence in Melbourne on 2nd. September,

1954 and was passed to the Director of Air Force Intelligence

who apparently collates such reports, Nothing developed from

this one.

The report from Lieutenant O'Farrell read as follows :-

"T have the honour ..seeeeeeee I was indicating 220 knots."

It was ascertained that the only aircraft in the

area at the time was a T.A,A. Convair on a Northerly course.
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Canberra, Thursday

ME. FRANCIS, Navy Minister, tonight confirmed
the sensational “flying saucers” report by a

Royal Australian Navy pilot in The Argus
yesterday.

Mr. Francis said the pilot,ina Sea Fury, observed “two
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lights on his radar with vague shapes

underneath” as he flew 13,000ft.
above Goulburn, N.S.W.

Official secrecy which had surrounded
the sighting for three months was broken

when Mr. Francis and aFeat of Pressmen
visited the Nowra (N.S.W.) naval station— _
H.M.A.S. Albatross.

The Minister said: “It is a fact that
on a night cross-country flight from

_ | Nowra on August 31, a pilot in a Sea
Fury at 13,000 feet above Goulburn

ee | observed two lights on his radar, with
vague shapes underneath,

“The lights passed ahead of him at

a very fast speed as he flew at 220

knots (just under 250 m.p.h.).

“The pilot made contact with Nowra
and advised them.

“It was later ascertained that the
only other aircraft in the vicinity was
a T.A.A. Convair.

“Th N: In
to RAS iokeigence,” sid na Prac”
one ilot is believed to be Lietitenant

. formerly of Sydney, now stationed; A Nowra.
VA Pein ea Sraag Navel that. th atB soy dis-

@ shapes were’ Smieuiicriacs airoratt,
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RADAR”
‘Oo 6“flying saucers”

have been recorded by

radar at Nowra (N.S.W.)
naval air station.

Naval officers at Canberra and
Nowra confirmed this last night.

They said that the “saucers” flew

alongside a Navy fighter plane and were
traced on the radar screen before dis-
appearing.

j fity fe sail ooly a a

In Brisbane late
nits the ee for

Navy, Francis,Baek his anmatter har
not been mentionedto
me, I will order’
mediate iny a

ago
na lot was a
Single -yl
from Canberra to Nowra.
puck aesae the

hrefis ig meeeng nearby
genteel about the:Hee

objects.
en three afreraft

fiying together showed
up on the radar
‘screen,

Nowra directed the
pilot to execute certain
moyements to identify
himself,
He did so and the

dre’

senior Air Force officers
warned that many “flying saucers” wereare, ketg
to be reportedin tha
next few weeks.
‘They sald that these

would tbe guided aircraft
and projectiles.

But they refused ta
confirm or that
experiments had been
made with these
jJectiles on the
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'O “Flying Saucers” have been re-
ported by a Naval pilot—and

plotted on radar—over Goulburn, 60
miles from Canberra.

The pilot reported he had seen the “saucers”
flash Past his Sea Fury at supersonic speed.

The Nayy report is the first
authenticated information in the
world of the existence of “flying
saucers,”

But officials revealed yesterday
that the incident occurred three
months ago.

A Novy pilot then reported to
Nowra Naval air station that he
had*seen two unidentified objects
overtake his aircraft.

When he saw the objects he
asked the station radar control
|to check their screens,

| The radar officers then reported
back that they cauld see three
jobjects on the radar screens in-
cluding the Sea Fury.

In a report to senior naval
authorities, the radar officers said
they were unable to identify the
two other objects on the radar

screen,
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(Gu. Yee. toy

Navy saw’
saucers _

@ Continued from Page 1.
In talk among themselves

they refer to the “fying
saucer noident," but, be~
cause of the “top spore!
classification of the incl
news of the occurrence
been kept from the public,

Reports of the Goulburn.
Nowra incident gre believed
fo have been sent to intel-
ligence and technical bran-
ches of all thee services,
he. apart,folie tet

reports over the past year
service und civilian pilots
and by alvilians who ‘aye
reported strange objects over

Melbourne and. other Bast
‘Australian areas, ee

ere is TOW Aspen!
order to Navy and RAAP.
pilots to watch for uniconti-
fed Aying objects,

Tt ls believed that a spe-
cial wateh has been. instl-
tnted cn all radar stations
in Australia.
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- CONFIDENTIAL

File No. .

N.I.D. INTERNAL CIRCULATING CHIT.

SUBJECT: eS ideal fred aa eaks.

TITLE OF OFFICER

TO WHOM FORWARDED. REMR KS,

bo dai &

6 4

(ihrer, ONG Kin AM,

{

Recipients please sideline points ef

interest.
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The attached reports, forwarded by the Commnding
Officer, R.A.N. Air Station, Nowra, are passed for

information.
20 Investigation by this Division has shown that:

(4) Lieutenant O'Farrell is an entirely
eredible wiiness.

Witness saw a mase associated with the
lights, but was unable to distinguish

any Torte

It was a clear starlit night with no moon.

Witnees wos visibly “shaken" by hie
experience, but remains adsmant that

There was no question of collusion
the two witnesses.

Naval or Air Foree air
e area at the time, but

steiet Convair at 14,000
‘ly course.

CONFIDENTIAL
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S05/1 70/174

Naval Intelligence Division,

ist October 1954.

QOMPIDEN ITAL.

Commanding Officer,

R.A.N. Air Station,

NOWRA, NeSatiy

UHIDENTIPIED OB7z079.

Your letter 2681/1 of 6th septenver, together
with enclosures, was forwarded on to me by Captain (Air).

2. It is advised that the reports have been passed
to the Committes which has been seht up te consider such
reports. The Committee desires to express ite thanks for
such & well authenticated sighting.

Aes ste
Directorof Navel Intelligences



CONFIDENTIAL

(RAN, Air Station, Nowra's cay No. 281/1 dated 6 September,
1954,

No. 013/4/10°

The Director of Naval Intellegence,
Navy Office,

MELBOURNE.

FYorvarded for information.

2. A copy of my reply to the Captain, N.A.S. Nowra,
is also enclosed,

COMMANDER FOR



Commonwealth of Australia.
Department of the Nudy. 3079: tory

Ropal Australian Navy.

From. The Captain, RAN. Air Station, Nowra.

Date Sth September, 1954. Reference No.

To Captain (Air), Augtrelig.

Subject —.UNTDENTINT

The attached reports are forwarded for information.

Be It would be of interest to know if any R.A.A.Fe

aircraft were operating in the vicinity of Goulburn at this
he at this time,

No Naval aircraft were in the vicinity.



CONFIDENTIAL

No» 018/4/10

The Captain,

RAN. Air Station,

HOURA. “N.S.

p With reference to your letter 281/1 dated 6
September, 1954, it has been ascertained (t there were
no R.A-A-F. aircraft in the vicinity et the time but that a
Convair belonging to .4.A. was in thet area at 14000 ft. on
a Northerly course.

2. Aircrew should be briefed to report by V.H.F. any
unusual sightings on future occasions in order to essist in
identification with the minimum delay.

(8GD.) J. k. W. GROVES

)s AsOeLe

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

723 Squadron,

R-A.N. Air Station,

Nowra, 6C,

NeSeWe

2nd September, 195k.

sir,

ENT ON NIGHT CRO: Y AT 490

/ Bist AUGUST, 14195).

ad I have the honour to submit the following report

concerning an incident which occurred on 31st August during

a night cross country flight from R.A.N. Air Station, Nowra.

2e The route was Nowra - Young ~ Temora - Yass ~ Nowra,

and the briefed height 13,000 feet.

3e At 1858 I made the following position report to Civil
Air Radio Canberra, “Ausnav 921 contact Yass at 15,000 fect
estimating Nowra at 1920". This was acknowledged by Canberra,

and, when South West of Goulburn, I changed over to 143-64 m/cs,
723 Squadron exercise frequency, and contacted Nowra.

he After contacting Nowra at approximately 1910, I noticed
a very bright light closing fast from “One o'clock". This bright

light crossed ahead of me and continued to a position on my port
beam where it appeared to orbit. At the same time I noticed a
second and similar light at “Nine o'clock", which made a pass
about a mile ahead of me and then turned in the position where
the first light was sighted.

5e I contacted Nowra and asked if they had me on radar,
hoping they would confirm that other aircraft were in the
Vicinity. They replied that they had 3 echoes and advised me to

turn 18@ (Course), to be identified if I required a homing. At
this stage the two bright lights reformed at " Nine o'clock",
from me and disappeared on a North Easterly heading.

6. I saw no other lights and was only able to make out a

Vague shape with the white light situated centrally on top. Their

apparent crossing speed was the fastest that I have ever exper-

denced, and at the time I was indicating 220 knote.e ———

-

I have the honour to be, vr

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

LIEUYENANT ReA+Ne

The Captain,

R-AN. Air Station,

Nowra, 6¢,

N.«S.We

Enclosure: Statement by Petty Officer (R.P.1.) JESSOP. V4

= f



GONFIDEN TiAL

At 1907 aircraft 921 called up and asked if we
had him on ratter. After checking G.C.I. remote display,
we found that two paints appeared on the display approx-
imately 280 degrees 32 miles. After about 15 seconds
ahother paint appeared in the same vicinity. One appeared
MA be tracking towards base, the others in a North Easterly

rection.

About two minutes later we told 921 to fly 180 degrees
if he wanted a bearing, so we could identify him. His reply
was "Negative", so we did not track the paints any further.

Signed. K.E. JESSOP.
Petty Officer R.P.I.
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venom asa Ob i AUSTRALIAN NAVY
ays!IN REPLY PLEASE QU

sar CONFIDENTIA, § EL
Naval Staff Office,

FREMANTLE. WACONFIDENTIAL

Director of Naval Intelligence,

Naval Intelligence Division,
Navy Office,

MELBOURNE, §.C.1.

FLYING SAUCER REPORT.

A report has been received from Mr. E.G, Walker,
Postmaster Denmark, W.A., a member of the Coastwatchers,
that an object was recently seen in the sky near Denmark
by Mr. E.R. Tonkinson, postal clerk, and his wife.
Details are as follows :-

Time :- 8.15peme Wednesday 9th June, 1954.

Place :- W.S.W. of Denmark Townsite W.A.

Description : The object was reported to be

slightly larger than a Star and
was seen low in the sky, just clear
of a hill, It moved backwards and
forwards without changing altitude and
changed colour from Green to Blue,
Red and White, After five minutes
it disappeared rapidly below the
horizon.

2. No local R,A.A.F, aircraft was in the vicinity at the
time. The matter has been reported to the R.A.A.F. Intelligence
Officer who intends forwarding a questionnaire to Mr. Tonkinson.

NAVAL OFFICER IN CHARGE,

WEST AUSTRALIAN AREA,
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