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URED LICHT AREA,

‘he Range Comander,

Joxolima.

At Wewak, the site of the Visen "A" tests, anproxinately
15 rdles from Maralinga Village, ore a mmber of static balloons used in

Anstrumentation, At 7.15 per.on 15th July, 1960, a telephonereport wos
xeceived fron Constable Tiubert Dave SCARBOROUGH, who is stationed on the

‘ite, that a balloon had burnt in the air, ‘The Balloon Officer made an

Anspéotionand found that all, balloonswere intact.

2 ‘The Constable was questioned and said that he wos sitting

dn his caravan at approximately 7.5 pet. whon his attention was drawn to

‘a light, of approximately the power of bright moonlight, playing on the

ground,” ie left the caravan ond saw what he described as a wiiite Might

‘travelling from Bast to Vest. As it appeared to come nearer, or grow

Larger, At tumed to a red colour, Because of its position sa height he

thought, at firot, that it was a balloon afire and reported it as suche

Oring t Lock of Imowledge as to distance aay it was found difficult to

entinate the size of the light. The only fact contributed that could

assist was that the light appeared to occury 1} to two degrecs of the

horizon, The Constable thought that the light burned for thirty seconds,

Be Constable Richard Henry MW0/ELL who was outside the
caravan at Roadside, thirteen miles from the Village, sam a Licht out of

the corner of his aye at about 7 p.m. He thought that the light appeared

from the direction of Wewak a distance of 24 miles, As foras he

‘ight aid not play on the grounf in his immediate vicinity, The

made 29 little mpression on his mind that he failed to ention

companion when he returned to the caravan and recalled it only

he xeceiveda telephonecall from the Consteble atiiowal inyuiring

‘the lighthad been witnessed at Roadside,

ae
te the

it had

it to hisi

Tho ight was observed fron the Village at about the saxe

by the following persomel —

2/945 Capt. Keith Angus ROSS, Catering Officcr.

‘Trevor James HOSKINS, Technical Assistant, Health Physics Group,

Russel. UeFerlane KINGSIEY, Pitter, Departnent of Minos, and

o
e

Ion Kemoth HiSKIRD, Supervising Technician, P.lI.Gts Departuont.

421 gave, more or less, the sane description, They saw a light over the

ReBeligE. Workshop Building in the Village ani coming from the gencral

Girectionof Vewok. There was some disagreement as to the duration of

the light; this varied between two ami fiftcen seconds. The discrepancy

could be explained by sone people seeing the light some seconds after it

had first appeared. The personwho saw it for fifteon seconds was able

+o xeconstruct his movenents at the particulartine and it is thought that

his estimteds reasonable. Whilean agres-ent could not be reached as to

the exact time all agree that it was nono tino after 7 Dem

y5 Inquiries, with negative result, were mide of Woomera in

¢ a firing had token place and was witnessed in this area, The sano

source was used to contact a survey party fron Exoil Pty. Ltd.who wore

‘camped in the vicinity of Bm in an effort to discover if they had

witnessed any phenomenon such os a meteor. ‘The resultwas negative.
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6. ‘A suggestion that the Light could hive been producedby

a photo-flash fron a high-flying aircraft was Giscounted, No aircraft
was heard at the tine ani, in any case, no Ino photo-flash has a

duration of anything like fifteen seconds.

Te Scdentific porsomnel who would have the "knowhow" were
questioned in case the light was the result of a practical joke.
Assurances were given that no menber of the Scientific parties were
responsible,

bs One practical suggestion was made by a Scientific Orficer
that the Light could have been calised by "St. Elmo's fire", Tho Balloon
Officer said that, although the balloons are "earthed" somctines static

electricity does build-up sufficiently to electrify the anchor veliicle.

‘uve balloons are in Line with the position where the light was obscrvea
fron Wewak ond approximatelyhal? a nile Gistant from the caravan, At

much a distance it 1s understood that 1} degrees of the horizon could be

calculated to approximately40 fect. Opportunitywas taken during a

visit to Adelaide to attempt sone rescarch into static electricity at the

Adelaide Public Library, No referencebook produced gave mich useful
4nfomation, The following description of "St, Elno's fire" was extracted

‘fron on encyclopaedia=

",estho glow accompanyingthe brush=like dischargesof

‘atnospheric electricity which umually appears as a tip

of light on the extremity of pointed objects such as

cmurch towers or the masts of ships curing storay weather.

It io commonly accompanied by a cradling or fizsing noice."

Se Ur, Oliver Harry Tuner, Health Physics Officer, who
possesses an inquiring mind, made an independent investigation ond

extensive calculations, He is of the opinion that the light was not

‘the romult of a natural phenomenon but caused by an unidentified flying

objects cithera, cone fron a satelliteor a "flying saucer.

10. It 4s felt that all avemes of inquiry at Maralinca

have now beon covered and that it is not possible to positively identity

the source of the light, It is felt, however,that the Light was the

remilt of either a meteor or static electricity.

a. Submitted.

SOD, JA. BOTAE

Scowrity Officer, Maralin
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