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MINUTE SHEET 44 39 VUavuisL Air Ministry File No. Mi Wacoby€.10.

D.D. Intelligence _ 3
17 Monck Street, 3.W.1 aes ae a

Unidentified "Aircraft"

Although there may possibly be some good explanation for it, I
wish to report an unusual occurrence which I witnessed at 19.30 hours
last night Sunday, 10th December, I tabulate details below:-

(2) Place
Wildernesse Country Club, 1$ miles N.E, of Sevenoaks, Kent.

(b) Object Seen

Bright light in sky moving in West - East direction which did
not alter in size or intensity of light during movement.

No flame or navigation lights were visible,

(c) Weather
Raining. Sky 10/10ths overcast, Cloud base estimated
3 - 4000 ft. Wind negligible,

(a) Height and Speed
Although weather conditions made assessment difficult, I
estimate the object mintained a steady height of about 3000 ft.
at approximately 130 - 150 m.p.h. It was visible for about

five minutes until it passed out of sight behind the Club

buildings.

2. The matter which really drew my attention to it was the complete
absence of sound. Two friends who were with me witnessed the entire

occurrence,

5. Although I am an Equipment Officer, I have done nearly 1400 hours
flying in 81 different types of aircraft and I held a pilot's "A" licence
before the war, therefore, I feel you may regard the assessments I have
made as reasonably accurate. I would be interested to know if this

information is of any value and whether or not there is an explanation
to the phenomena of straight - and - level flight, without sound,
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AR
[oe REVLEST INFORMATION ANY RECOGNISED OR INTERNATIONALLY AGREED MANOES

2 AIRCRAFT OF ONE COUNTRY ISHING TO INFORM AIRCRAFT OF

ANOTHER
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DD. Ops. (4D) be

Please see the attached papers,

2) In view of the fact that the C. & R. system was not functioning

in the area at the time it will be quite impossible to find our whether

there were any aircraft in the vincity at the time,

3. Personally I am of the opinion that the Group Captain was
observing the moon behind 8/8th cloud, Over the week-end the wind, I
think, was generally in the east and this would give the impression that

the object was travelling west, Had it been travelling at the speed

given by the Group Captain I doubt whether he would have been able to

see it for 5 minutes, In view of the fact that he saw it for this

length of time and the absence of noise substantiates my theory that he

saw the glare of the moon on the cloud,

(sgd) H, RUSSELL,
Ops. (4D) 41. Wing Commander

20th December, 1950.

Ops, (4D) 4. 3-
=

The CG. & R. System was non-operational in Southern Sector at

1930 hours on Sunday 10th December, 1950, I em therefore unable to

obtain any details of aircraft movements for the period stated,

Couid you please throw any light on this phenomenon,

(sai) S, H, BROW
Ops. (4D) 3(8) Squadron Leader
Agth December, 1950, f

- Sun mers.
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5 ' ' oe 2
Beards (A.S.4.(0)) 6

1. Here are the papers about which I spoke to you over the phone.

2. I suppose reports of this

reports of similar phenomena mi,

sort if kept and added to other

ght one day be useful for analysis,

3 I can't think of anything else we could do with this one.

(Sgd.) Z.A, DOUGLAS~JONES

Group Captain

D.D. Ops. (A.D. )

I. It is impossible to suggest a watertight soluticr to this
phenomenon on the information given. It would be better if one could

discuss it with the observer but even then the chances of a satisfactory

solution ere small.

2. The moon theory is not very good because the passage of cloud

before the moon only gives the illusion of speed. The actual movement

of the moon in 5 minutes is about 1 degree and thie could not make it
disappear behind the clubhouse no matter how fast it appeared to be

going. Furthermore the light is described as bright and estimated to
be below the cloud base. Have you checked the moon's position on this

occasion?

3. If the local 4.4. was practising one might suggest the possibility
of a searchlight reflected from the base of the cloud. This could have

any speed you like and could disappear behind the clubhodse. However I
would hesitate to believe that an experienced airman would be foxed by
either the moon or a searchlight.

4. I don't rule scout the possibility of quite an ordinary afo with

the white navigation light or even some special light fitted. The

circumstance which calls up the air of mystery is merely the absence

of sound and it is easy to visualise circumstances in which this would
occur. Sound, like light is deviated by refraction and the extent

depends on atmospheric density, meteorological conditions end the like.

It is not unknown for sound and light to be so deviated on entry into the|

earth's atmosphere that an observer can intercept the one and not the

other, Put simply the sound could have beeh bent upwards sufficiently

to have passed over his head, while the light was not bent so much.

5. I doubt whether any further action is necessary beyonu saving these

papers for future reference. ,

(Sgd.) H.L. BEARDS

®
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B.k(b) (through 7.5. to 5S. of 8.)

Copies to:—- P.5. to Ge

PeSe tO VeCoAeS.

AeGohe sof vs°}

DeleOPBe\ Awe

D or o.(P)

AeU oD e(A)

I have enclosed in this file six copies of a Memorandum
which I suggest you should sen* to the Ministry of Defence, the
var Office and the Admiralty on this question. The two

remaining copies might be sent to lir. Gillings of M.C.A. and

Mr. JeLe Simpson of the Foreign Office, whom I have consulted.

ur. Simpson is an AssistenscLegel Adviser to the Foreign Office

and I spoke to him direct by agree ent with the Permanent
Under-Secretary's Department of the Foreign Office.

2. The general iine of the proposed answer, but not the exadt
wording, has been cleared with V.C.A.5. and AcUeSe(A), after
full discussion of the difficulties i woly2d in the question.

Be I suggest thet S. of 3. may wish to see the Memorandum and
approve it before it ie forwarded.

6

(MH. O'GRADY)
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ow" Ss gUuBSTION :oF WIRSDAY, 2578 JURE

1. ur. Gnow is asking the Parli:mentary ecretery to the

inistry of Defence, what are the stending orders to defence service

atationed within etrategic Gistance of ‘caps Flow in the event of

redar-operating unidentified aircraft being detected in the vicinity

by ground-rader and which fell to obey wireless and vieusl signals

to land for interrogation.

2. The purpose of this .vestion is obscure. It appears likely

that it is asked in the watext of the alleged 2ussian action

ageinst the Gwedish Dakota and Cetalina aircraft recently, it oa

be designed to show either that our own reactions would be sisilear

to those alleged against the Russians or thet cur reactions would bt

mach lees sensitive.

3 The difficulty in anewering it thererore is to avoid paving tt

path for prepaganda that there wes scthing unressonable in the

alleged Russian reactions withcut leying H.l.G. open to o charge c

being unprepered to take action against a rep@ttition of vearl

Hepbour.

le The \uestion conteins certain obscurities, principally:~-

(a) Whet is meant by “strategic” distance of Scapa Plo.

(b>) whet ic meant by "rader-operating” aircraft.

(¢) How weshoulé know that the aircraft had failed to

obey wireless signals when we should not know on what

frequency to order it to lend.

e regarés (b), it appears probable that by “radsr-oper:t

Qnew is thinking of some form of airborne redar through

observation of our defences! aight be sade.

5. The facts, which of course cannot be sade public,

follows:-
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(a) There is at the moment no carly werning redar which

eoild detect an aircraft flying in the iwediate yieinity

of Seapa Flow; the magts at Sango and Netherbutton ere

% the aoment damaged but will be repaired it is hoped by

betober.

(b) here are no fighters nearer than j.cuchars, Bo%e

150 miles from Seapa ¥low. ,

(sc) There ie no ground controlled interception radar

nearer than Direleton a the Firth of rorth. 2.

(4) There are no devices in the Orkneys to detect on

sircraft using sirborne radar.

It ie therefore apparent that we ehould not know whether any

unidentified aircraft flying near Scapa Flow was operating airbory

radar, thet te should be unable to detect the aircraft's presenscc

by our own ground redar (anyhow until Ccteber), that an aircraft

could ;robably sake good ite esenpe before fighters could

intercept, and thet this interception could not be facilitated

by ground control. Purthersore, even if all the necessary

radar and fighters were availsble, they would not be on weteh on

present policy, 24 hours a day, seven Gays a week.

6. the legal position is that a country has complete and

exclusive authority over the air space above its territorial

waters, Thies is re-iternted in Articles 1 and 2 of the Chicago

Jonvention of 1944. By the International Air services Transit

Agreeve at of 1944 signatory countries granted esch other the

right to over-fly their territorien on scheduled services, in

other words by pre-arrengement for either @ single or a serics

ef flights. Theoretically g@ircrerft over-flying under this

sgreement =ust rewmin in wireless éontact sith the air traffie

sontrol authorities. Thie is not always practicable because

very fast aircraft asy have passed over the territory of a

country by the time they have changed to the sporopriate Fredic

—.
te,

frequeney. 
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7 In the dent of aircraft infringing international law, the

népaal procds would be for protests to be ande through diplomtic

channels. ‘The United Aingdom Air Defence wenual lays down that

ReAcP. aisfrart ill only open fire in the event of a hostile sct

being co@itted. The term “hostile act" ie csrefully defined ~

and doesnot include cver-flying without permi reic mR, even it

operatisg Sirborne radar. - "12, .
aes
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&. If te clear that the ebove information cannot be revealed

eithef generally or in any detai. because of the risk either of

an efemy taking sdyantage of it to attempt a kmockout blow without

wording mpmm or of political pressure being exerted inthis country

to improve the present state of preparedness to a degree which is

impossible with peace time sinpower snd economic resources. It as
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not, however, recowended that the simple arewer “it would not be

in the public interest etc.” shoule be wed, Since military seasurei

would not necessarily be eppropriate sé the suggestion that they

would be has political disadvantages referred to above. it is

suggested therefore thet the onewer should be given in broad terms

to cover both diplomatic and silitery seaeurea, the =ilitaty seasums
_

being concealed by the usual security formula. The 4ir “ini.
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recommends that the reply be given:-

= The United Kingdom has absolute suthority over ite

own air space. infringenent would be met by diplouatic

or allitary aensures os appropriste. h¢ House #111 not

expect me to give Getails of our defence preparations’ ;

One weaknees of thie anewer is that diplomatic seasures pre—-sup;

the eircreft ie identified, wherens the queption lays down the

hypothesis that it is unidentified. in ‘act, however, if an

aircraft behaving in the way suggested #48 obeerved on wore than

ene cocasion it would not be imponsiéle to move mobile radar snd

fighters sufficiently near to ser@ Flow to obtain sufficient

identification of the aircraft to provide reasonable evidence ¢

ite naticnality.

24th June, 1952

et
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MESSAGE

NO UNCLASSIFIEDREPLY PERMITTED IF THE DATE
TIME GROUP OF THIS MESSAGE IS QUOTED.

(Received by Registry Telegrams 28th November, 1953)

Froms- HeQe AcAeFeCeBo

Tot- Air Ministry London (D.D. Ops. (AD).

ROUTINE NAO SECRET

EOPR_33860

Subject: Unidentified aircraft movement. Reference your

letter D.D. Ops. (AD)/58/9959, Nove 13. AcAeP.C.E. subordinate
Commands have been requested to check on all aircraft movemnts

in connection with this inquiry. To date No. 2 ani No. 83
Groups have given negative reports although both groups in
process conducting cross checks withstatiom. Final result

of this check and information fran other form tionswill be
forwarded sooneste

Time of origin 271746 Z

Copies to:-

DeDe'Opse(AD) (ACTION) (3 copies)
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ENSSS:

oP ermine 14

MESSAGE

NO UNCLASSIFIED REPLY PERMITTED IF THE DATE~TDME GROUP OF THIS

MESSAGE IS QUOTED,

(Received REGISTRY TELEGRAMS 18th December, 1953)

0
6
€
L
/
0
7
 U
V

FROM: = HEADQUARTERS AIRCEN? FONTADTMHLEAU

T0:- ATR MINISTRY LONDON

ROUTINE NATO SECRET

Fer D.D.0ps.(A0). 99

ee lPOs
Subject unidentified aircraft mevement, Reference our

EOPR 33860, Nevember 27, Reports from all subordinate formations
who have now carried out checks have proven negative,
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Time of Origin: 171462

Copies to:= D,D, Ops. (AD) (ACTION) (2 copies)



SECRET

D-D.I.3 Ref: Ops.(A.D.)58

You will remember have been trying to identify
the plot of three % Holland over Fast Anglia and
return reported by Fighter Command in their letter
SC/S.44900/1/L/UKATS of the 5th November of which you had a
copy.

2. A.A.F.C.E. heve now reported thai checks have been carried
out by a1] suboriimate formations with negative results.
There remains the possibility that the aircraft were of the
Dutch or Pelgian National Porces = ans distinct from their
A-A.F.C.E. Clements. As we have no identification I do mt
think it likely that we should get anyone to astemi€ a violation
of territorial air.

Be Do you think there is anything to be gained by further
investigation?

R. N. BATESON

(R. N. BATESON)
Group C

D.D.Opse(A.B.)
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SECRET

13th November, 1953.
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Sir,

UnidentifiedAiroraft Movenent

T aa directed to refer to an unidentified aircraft movementtracked by radar over the U on the 9th October, 1953. Thetrack was first plotted @rém the Dutch coast as 34 at36,090 feet moving rapidly west. At closer range this wasreduced to 2 at 36,000 feet. The track passed over theHarwich area and returned to the Dutch coast. Cround speedscalculated from the plot were approximately 375 knots inboundand 490 knots outbound; upper wind speed for the heicht wasgiven es 35 mots from 2902 Track continuity and heightindications were reported as moi. In addition a vinua?sichting report was obtained of four contrails heeding northGvtm the East Const; this ted in with the rader plot.
copy of the plot fs riven on the attached map.
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?e In an attempt to identify the aircraft, enquiries were madeot the time froma larze nusher of Continental Lewes and fronHeadquartors Amd Ast eAeP. and AwT. 4c. BAD UILSOM. These
were all negative.

/30

Commanier=in-Chicf,

All£ed Air Forces © ontral urope,
British Forces Post Orr doe, Noe 6.

Copy to: A.I.3(f)
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3e In view of the possibility, remote thouch it may be,
that the aircraft were thove of an unfriendly power, I am to
request that enquiries be made to try and establish the

aircrafts’ identity. It is requested thet the attached map
be returned with your reply.

1 am, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

R. N. EALESON

(RN. BATESON)

Group Captein

Deputy Director of Operations (Air Defence)
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Ops. (*.D.)/58

® i

Sir,

U 2G Ai x.

T am directed to refer to your letter ?7/3.44900/1/k/UEATS
of 5th November, 1953, and to say that a coreful investigation
has failed to identify the aire --ft concerned. However, an
Intelligence aporeciation eomeiders it unlikely that the aireraft
were those of an unfriendly power.

2. I m@ to add thet any reports of similar incidents should be
forwarded for investigation as soon after the incident as
possible,

I ea, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

R. N. BATESC

Group Captain
Deputy Director of 0 erations (Air Defenoe)

The Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief,
Fighter Command,

Royal Air Pore:,
Bent ley Priory,

Stamore, Middx.

Copy to: D.D.I.3
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see = ER

adquarters, Fighter Command, 6
Royal Air Force,

Bentley Priory,
FC/S042,900/1 /4/U STAIMORE, Middlesex.

5th November, 1953

Unidentified Aircraft Movements

I have the honour to report that on the 9th October, 1953, unidentified

xerart (track X.481) approached the United Mingdom, flew over the Harwich

and returned to the Continent. A section of No. 63 Squadron at Waterbeach
aunbled but failed to make contact and efforts to identify the movement

traffic Control channels have been unsuccessful. In view of the

the movem Ss lity, though remote, that the aircraft may

those oF an v ed , power it is su ested that 2nd A.‘.Ael. be asked

Lots.
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2. <A plot of the raid is given on the attached map. It was first seen near

the Dutch Islands by 7 C. and was presumed t6; bd Dutch fighters but
when it crossed the coast and moved vapidly west it: made X

Was as) ed to ob tain movement information. ‘The trac! va s initially Slotted 2
at 36" on clos ser ra. over this Suny
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f 375 Imots on the

© Imots on the 2

at 14,00

L
H
O
R
I
A
d
O
D

 N
M
O
Y
D

N
O
I
S
S
I
N
Y
A
d

 L
N
O
H
L
I
M

 G
I
o
N
d
o
U
d
s
y

3
a
 O
L
.
L
O
N

¢ honow to t

Sir,

obedient Servant,

(J.0e%- Oliver)

Group Captain,

Air Officer Co: manding-in-Chief,

PIGWER Cal AL AT: FORCE

xe Under Secret: of State, a

Air Ministry, (DeDeOps.(AD.));
Whitehall Gardens,

London, Selfet.

tary of State, my, §
1.(3))> fond (s Hareb fe 4a:

Copy on file Po/i2 917/2/Inte
7? F
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