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PART 1. DISPOSAL SCHEDULE RECOMMENDATION FOR DEFENCE INFO(EXP)-R USE ONLY
(To be completed when the file is closed) .
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Date f 15t rgwéw\ Date of 2nd review Forward Destruction Date
Forward to INFO(EXP)-R after years D
“| Reviewer's Reviewer's

No recommendation /E/ Signature: Signature:

— .

PART2. BRANCH REVIEW

(To be fully completed at time of file closure)
(Delete as appropriate) v
a.  Of no further administrative value and not worthy of permanent preservation, DESTRQY’HVAMEDIATELY (Remember that TOP SECRET D
and Codeword material cannot be destroyed locally and must be forwarded to INFO(EXP$ R.
b. (i} To be retained until the end of the year for thgjeﬂowmg reason(s):
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c. Of no further administrative value but worthy of consideration by INFO(EXP)-R for permanent preservation.
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Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information 1 \, </
\’{?/MB?’ S
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE o
5™ Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)

Your Reference:

Alvechurch Our Reference:
T rshi 01-03-2005-135811-007
16 March 2005

Do ISR

I am writing concerning your request for information about an incident of metal debris being
discovered on Farmer’s land at Llanilar near Aberystwyth on 9 January 1983. Your request has
been passed to this Department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for
correspondence regarding UFOs.

I have made a search through all the UFO related files we have for the year 1983 and have found
no documents relating to this alleged incident.

Sorry I could not have been more help.

Yours sincerely
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AUTHORISATION FOR THE PARTIAL RELEASE OF INFORMATION

Case Number:17-02-2005-092810-001 Expiry:16 March 2005

The Applicant has made the following request for information:

The Ministry of Defence received a report of a UFO sighting in the Greenside
area of Newcastle upon Tyne. This was in August 2004. | would like any
information you have about this, specifically contact details for the person who
reported this so | can get in touch with them.

Case for release / withholding of information

We have already released a list of UFO sightings in 2004 in response to an
RFI from The Independent and this is probably where the applicant has heard
about this report.

This UFO report was passed to us by Northumbria Police and very few details
were provided (The report is attached for your information). Attached is a
draft e-mail informing iof the details we hold.

The applicant also requested contact details for the person who made the
report, but these have been withheld in accordance with the Data Protection
Act 1998.

Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation for the release / withholding of the aforementioned
information to the Applicant.
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| am writing concerning your request for information about a UFO sighting in the Greenside
area of Newcastle upon Tyne in August 2004. Your request has been passed to this
department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about
UFOs.

| can confirm that the MOD received a letter dated 10 August 2004 from Whickham Police
Station informing us that a man from Greenside had contacted Nothumbria Police to report
“alien sightings above his address” on the 7 August 2004. Apart from the man’s name and
address no other details were given. | am sorry that | am unable to provide you with the
contact details of the man who made this report because personal data is subject to the Data
Protection Act 1998.

If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to complain about any
aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first
instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review by
contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall,
SW1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information
Act. Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the
MOD internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of
the Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website,
http:/www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk

Yours sincerely,

Ministry of Defence

Directorate of Air - of Information
5th Floor, Zone HW

Main Building

Whitehalt

LONDON

SW1A 2HB
e-mail:das-ufo-office @mod.uk

15 March 2005



Internal Transfer - Recipient Acceptance - Edit Request Details Page 1 of 2

GXAITESTPTCD:
23 February 05

Request: A-52-2005-092810-001 | Received: 16 Feb 05
q . : Expiry Date: SRMAFDS - A7 |All sources
Days Left: 16 Status: Internal Transfer
Workflow Options Editing the request details will initiate a new search.
Internal Transfer The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.
View
Audit Trail Date request received:
Comments Log
Saved Search Resuit Applicant Details
Contact Detalls o - - _
Documents Title: Other: .
Actions
. . *x .
Assign Within My Group First Name: Surname: -::2
Change Alert Settings Organisation:
Edit Request Details i o
Upload Document Applicant Type: |Not Specified Other:
Close Case
Take Ownership Contact Details (Mailing or email address required)
Address Linel:
Address Line2:
Address Line3:
Town/City: fNewcastle upon Tyne I
Postcode: jon 40 N Country: |United Kingdom
Email:

Telephone: Fax: |

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/Internal Transfer/Internal TransferAcceptance.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT193,6730,112 _ 23/02/2005




Internal Transfer - Recipient Acceptance - Edit Request Details Page 1 of 2

Secton 0 |

GXAITESTPTCD:

23 February 05

Request: -17-02-2005-092810-001 Received: 16 Feb 05 0
q ft: Expiry Date: 16 Mar 05 e lA" sources

Days Left: 16 Status: Internal Transfer

Workflow Options Editing the request details will initiate a new search.

Internal Transfer The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.

View

Audit Trail Request Details

Comments Log :

Saved Search Result Response Format Requested: }electronic Language Requested [ Welsh
Contact Details . .

Documents *Enter the request for information:
Actions On the Ministry of Defence received a report of a UFO sighting in the Greenside area of Newcastle upon Tyne. This was %/*

in August 2004. I would like any more information you have about this, specifically contact details for the person who

Assign Within My Group | e nrted this so I can get in touch with them.

Change Alert Settings
Edit Request Details
Upload Document

Close Case
Take Ownership Record storage location of Applicant request (or upload document).

To be heid by help desk until centrally allocated

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/Internal Transfer/Internal TransferAcceptance.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT193,6730,112 23/02/2005
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Gateshead Area Command
Whickham Police Station

Front Street

Whickham

Newcastle upon Tyne

NEI6 4HE

Tel:
Fax:

has contacted Northumbria Police and reported alien sightings above
This has been reported to Northumbria Police,
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www.northumbria.police.uk
www.northumbria-police-authority.org

Awarded for excellence




From:_Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat)l, 5-H
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE,
Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB.

Telephone (Direct dial)

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)

Our Reference

D/DAS/01-03-2005-113505-008

1lton Keynes
Bucks Date 14 March 2005

e

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST: USAF C-130 HERCULES 63-7789 23 MAY
1969 Q

A search of the MoD’s records has failed to reveal any surviving documentation into the crash of a
USAF C-130 aircraft off the coast of Brighton on 23 May 1969.

As the aircraft was from the USAF and the crash was some time ago, may I suggest that you
contact the United States National Archive to see if they have any record, although I am unable to
advise what their policy is on requests for information from overseas. Their address is :

United States National Archive
8601 Adelphi Rd

College Park

Maryland

MD20740-6001

US.A.

If this information do€s not address your requirements or you wish to complain about any.aspect
of the handling of this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first instance.
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review by contacting the
Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the
Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website,
http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk

I am sorry that I have been unable to provide the information you requested.

‘%'WM pls




Page 1 of 1

From: EEICIRO N

Sent: 11 March 2005 16:45

o T

Subject: RE: REQUEST FOR SEARCH

Just wanted to update you. Unfortunately this has come back as a nil return. Have you contacted RAF
Innsworth regarding this matter?

Kind regards

CUSTOMER SERVICES ADVISOR
TNT ARCHIVE SERVICES

The information contained in this e-mail message and any attachment is for
intended recipients only. It may contain confidential, privileged or
copyright material.

If you receive this e-mail in error please delete it and any attachments and
notify the sender immediately by reply e-mail. Any use, reading, copying,
distributing or disclosure of the information in this e-mail is strictly
prohibited if you are not the intended recipient.

Any views expressed in this e-mail are not necessarily those of TNT.

TNT does not warrant that this e-mail is free from viruses or other defects.
TNT is not liable for any loss, damage or other consequences that may arise
from opening or using this e-mail and any attachments.

"TNT' means TNT UK Limited, Registered in England No 1628530,
Registered Office: PO Box 99, Railway Street, Ramsbottom, Lancashire, BLO 9BF.

14/03/2005
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From:
Sent: 09 March 2005 15:43

To: AHB(RAF)&PCB(AIR)-Hd of AHB(RAF)
Subject: FOI REQUEST - AIR CRASH 1969

I have just received a FOI request for the accident report into a USAF C-130 Hercules (63-7789) off the coast
of Brighton on 23 May 1969.

The DAS Board of Inquiry Advisors at Bentley Priory have nothing dating back that far. Is there any chance
that you might have?

L. /k«éée-»/{_ et Al 50 e

09/03/2005 /n cat ﬁ el %@



AIT Main - Processing Options - Edit Request Details Page 1 of 2

GAITESTPTCD:
09 March 05

Request: 01-63-2005-113505-008° Received: 01 Mar 05
q t: Expiry Date: SgsWes , 47 |All sources
Days Left: 15 Status: Open
Workflow Options Editing the request details will initiate a new search.
AIT Main The new search resuits will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.
View
Audit Trail Date request received:
Comments Log
Saved Search Result Applicant Details
Contact Details
Documents Title: Other:
Actions
Assign Within My Group First Name: Surname: ‘::j
Change Alert Settings Organisation: l §
Edit Request Details . Not Specified
Upload Document Applicant Type: l Ot Specifie Other:
Close Case
Take Ownership Contact Details (Mailing or email address required)
Address Linel:
Address Line2:
Address Line3: lMiIton Keynes f
| Town/City: [Bucks |
Postcode: Country: [United Kingdom
Email:
Telephone: Fax: !

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/selectcourse.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT193,7888,205 09/03/2005




AIT Main - Processing Options - Edit Request Details

-

Request:

Days Left: 15
Workflow Options
AlIT Main
View

Audit Trail

Comments Log
Saved Search Result
Contact Details
Documents
Actions
Assign Within My Group
Change Alert Settings
Edit Request Details
Upload Document
Close Case
Take Ownership

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/selectcourse.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT193,7888,205

Page 1 of 2

GXAITESTPTCD
09 March 05

01-03-2005-113505-008 Received: 01 Mar 05
Expiry Date: 31 Mar 05 lA" sources
Status: Open

Editing the request details will initiate a new search.
The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.

Request Details

Response Format Requested:  |electronic | Language Requested [ Welsh

*Enter the request for information:

The accident report into the crash of USAF C-130 Hercules 63-7789 off the coast of Brighton on 23rd May 1969.
full email:_

Record storage location of Applicant request (or upload document).

email held with info access helpdesk

09/03/2005
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From:m : 10
Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information 5 Q- /
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE ‘%{W
5" Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)
e-mail das-ufo-office@mod. ]
Your Reference
. Our Reference
Stoneleigh 08-02-2005-134919-023

D
Secton 40 | T March 2005

I am writing in response to your further request for information about UFOs. I note from your
message to our Info-Access Office that you were unable to locate an e-mail address on my
previous letter. As in my previous letter, my e-mail address is at the head of this letter under my
postal address.

I will answer your requests in the same order as your message.

1. The Ministry of Defence no longer holds any papers from the Flying Saucer Working Party
which was set up in 1950. All of the surviving documents are now at The National Archives
(TNA). Please see paragraph 4 of my previous letter for their address and website details. The
final report of the Flying Saucer Working Party is also available on the MOD Freedom of
Information Publication Scheme (www.foi.mod.uk) as advised in my previous letter, but for ease
of reference I enclose a copy for your information.

2. The oldest surviving records of UFO sighting reports made to the Ministry of Defence are held
at The National Archives. A search of The National Archives online catalogue has revealed
records entitled “Unidentified Flying Objects” covering the period 1 January 1951 — 31 December
1951 (TNA reference DEFE44/119) and another entitled “ Unidentified Flying Object Sightings —
Reports by members of the public” covering the period 1961-1963 (TNA reference AIR 2/16918).
The most recent UFO sighting report was received on 2 March 2005 for a sighting on

20 February 2005 and I attach a copy. Personal data about the person who made this report has
been removed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. As explained in my previous
letter, the MOD does not investigate these reports or attempt to identify the precise nature of each
report we receive. In this case, we consider that this report provides no evidence of a threat to UK
airspace.

3. Officials produce briefs for Ministers every time they are asked a question in The House of
Lords or The House of Commons and there have been a number about UFOs over the years.
Government departments do not retain records indefinitely and those that are considered to no
longer be of historic or administrative value, are routinely destroyed. The MOD holds one file
regarding parliamentary correspondence in 1977-1978 and then there are no surviving records
until 1994. Records since 1994 have been retained, but to produce copies of all these records
would exceed the £600 limit set for compliance with the Freedom of Information Act and as
provided by Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to comply with your
request. If however, you could be more specific about the information you are seeking, within in




d:e period for which we hold records, we may be able to assist you. You may also like to view
e UK Parliament Website at www.parliament.uk which contains information about
parliamentary business. In addition, you requested papers on The House of Lords Debate held in
1979. Please find enclosed a copy of the Debate as it appeared in Hansard, together with copies
of the surviving background papers. Personal data has been removed in accordance with the Data
Protection Act 1998. Original security and confidence marks have also been removed as they are
now irrelevant.

4. Thave located only one occasion when a Minister has been briefed on the MOD’s interest in
UFOs since 1997. There are no indications within our files that this action was taken specifically
because the Minister was new to Defence, although Peter Kilfoyle MP replaced The Rt Hon John
Spellar MP in 1999 and it is possible that this was the reason for such action. I enclose a copy of
this brief for your information. Personal data has been removed in accordance with the Data
Protection Act 1998.

5. The MOD has not corresponded with Mr Coates about his book.

6. Please find attached a copy of the known surviving papers held by the MOD regarding the
Grenada delegation to the United Nations proposal to establish a working group to evaluate UFO
reports in 1978. Again personal data and security / confidence markings have been removed.

7. We know of no surviving information concerning the appointment of Mr Carruthers or

Air Commodore Davis to S4(Air). Letters to individuals about their postings are personal and not
held on Departmental UFO files. This branch is the successor to S4(Air) and branch posts have
evolved since S4(Air) became DS8 around 1978. We hold no details of the original job
descriptions of these posts.

8. We are not aware of any information about UFOs generated by the Scientific and Technical
Intelligence Staff in 1967 which has been retained in the MOD. Any surviving information from
this period will now be held at The National Archives.

9. The MOD does not hold any files specifically about UFO sightings at RAF Lakenheath. The
only file the MOD holds about a sighting at RAF Bentwaters refers to the well known
Rendlesham Forest incident in 1980. All of this information has been released into the MOD
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme (www.foi.mod.uk ). A search under ‘Rendlesham
Forest’ will take you straight to them.

10. Records have not been compiled of UFO related files destroyed between 1956 and 1967.

Files would have been destroyed as part of the MOD’s normal destruction policy, generally

5 years after the last action was taken. We believe the 1967 decision to recommend the
preservation of UFO reports for The National Archives was taken in S4(Air) because of the public
interest in the subject at the time. We know of no formal agreement with The National Archives
either in 1967 or since which guarantees the preservation of any particular class of information,
which is at the discretion of The National Archives. Any surviving records generated in 1967 are
now at open for viewing at The National Archives.

11. The MOD no longer holds any UFO records for 1972. Surviving records of this period are
held at The National Archives and a search of their catalogue has revealed a file entitled “UFOs:
Man Alive Programme BBC2 1971-72”. The National Archives reference is AIR2/19119.

I hope this is useful. If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to
complain about any aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact this department
in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review by




ontacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall,
W1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the

Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.

Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the
Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website,

http.//www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk.

Yours sincerely,



AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION

Applican:

Case Number: 08-02-2005-134919-023 Expiry:4 March 2005

The Applicant has made the following request for information:

This is a follow up request to-previous reiuest which was quiet

vague about the information he was seeking. ow asks for the
following information.

. All of the papers produced by the Flying Saucer Working Party on UFOs,
set up in August 1950, including any civil servant or ministerial memos on the
establishment of the committee.

2. The first ever and most recent UFO sighting report lodged in the MOD files,
with the conclusions of the assessment.

3. Any briefing produced for Ministers answering written or oral questions on
UFO / Flying Saucers in The House of Lords, including the debate held in
1979, and in replies to Earl of Clancarty.

4. Any briefing for incoming Defence Ministers in the present Government
since 1997 on answering PQs on UFOs/ Flying Saucers.

5. Any correspondence between the MOD and Tim Coates, the author of
‘UFOs in the House of Lords’ published by TSO in April 2000, in connection
with his book.

6. All correspondence and internal memos associated with the UK’s UN
mission decision not to support the Grenada delegation to the UN proposal to
establish a working group on UFOs to the 33™ Session of the UN General
Assembly in September 1978.

7. The appointment letters of James Carruthers and Air Commodore Anthony
Davis DSO DFM respectively to S4(Air), the Air Staff Secretariat, with the job
description to which each worked.

8. The letter by Archibald Potts, as the Director of Scientific and Technical
Intelligence and head of the MOD’s Defence Intelligence Staff, in 1967 to the
British Embassy in Washington DC in respect of a meeting held in London
with an American researcher, Robert Low, on UFOs.

9. Any file on UFO sightings at RAF Lakenheath-Bentwaters.



10. A list of the titles and dates of any UFO related files destroyed by the
MOD, or its predecessor ministries, since 1956 and the note by the head of
S4(Air) dated December 1967 connected with such file destruction.

11. Any briefing produced for — before or after — the BBC TV programme ‘Man
Alive’ on UFOs as broadcast in February 1972.




Case for release of information

1. All the surviving papers on the Flying Saucer Working Party are now in
The National Archives (TNA). The final report of the Working Party is also in
the Publication Scheme (PS). | have printed a copy forﬂ?cl)r ease of
reference.

2. The oldest surviving UFO sighting report is in TNA. There is no reason not
to release a copy of the most recent report. A copy is attached for

Personal data has been removed in accordance with the Data Protection Act
1998 (DPA98).

3. To produce copies of any briefing produced for Ministers answering PQs
would exceed the £600 limit. The applicant has been advised of what records
we hold and asked to clarify what information he is seeking. Copies of the
surviving papers on the House of Lords debate on UFOs in 1979 have already
been released to FESIERIASII 2s part of a Code of Practice request, so
there is no reason not to release these documents toEleSMRAY Copies are
attached. Personal data has been removed in accordance with DPA98. As the
original security and privacy markings are not now relevant they have also
been removed.

4. | have only been able to locate one document that might be relevant to this
request and a copy is attached for-There is no indication on our file
as to why USofS was briefed at this time, but Peter Kilfoyle MP replaced John
Spellar in 1999 and that may have been the reason. All of the information
contained within this document (including the paragraph aboutElSeleaRe is
already in the public domain, so the only redaction required is personal data at
the end of the brief.

5. Tim Coates’ website contains details of the book mentioned by El eSS
(see attached). Mr Coates has not corresponded with us or AHB(PCB)AIr
about his book. Mr Coates is not a civil servant or member of the Armed
Forces (as far as we are aware) so he would not need to clear his book with
the MOD. The book appears to be a transcript of the House of Lords debate
which appeared in Hansard.

6. Copies of these papers have already been released to—in
response to a Code of Practice request, so there is no reason not to release
them to BRI Copies are attached. Personal data has been removed in

accordance with DPA98. Original security and privacy markings have also
been removed.

7. S4(Air) became DS8 around 1978. It is possible that EEeleale has seen
Mr Carruthers and Air Commodore Davis names in files open at TNA. We
hold no records about their appointments or job descriptions.

8. Any records generated by the Scientific and Technical Intelligence Staff in
1967 about UFOs will now be at TNA.



9. We do not hold any files specifically about UFO sightings at RAF
Lakenheath. The only one about sightings at RAF Bentwaters, is the
Rendlesham Forest file and this is already in the PS.

10. There are no records or UFO related files destroyed between 1956 and
1967. If there is any surviving records about the decision in 1967 to retain or
destroy records this will now be at TNA.

11. Surviving records for 1972 are at TNA. A search of TNA catalogue has
shown a relevant file. The applicant has been advised.

| attach a draft letter and the all the relevant documents for your authorisation.

Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation for the release of the aforementioned information
to the Applicant.
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From: _n behalf of Info-Access-Office

Sent: 04 February 2005 12:06

To: *

Subject: — FW:FOI'INFORMATION REQUEST 03-02-2005-144105-023
Categories: _to discuss before logging, Other

Internet-authorised:
FOI INFOR... 0‘

You will remember that I called you yesterday regardingH He wanted to
know where his response was. My email reply is attached. Here o0s his response to me.
We are leaving it to you to decide whether this is a new request, a point of

clarification or a complaint. Is this something you could discuss with him? It has
not been logged on the Toolkit.

Happy to discuss this further.

Regards

————— Original Message-----

Sent: 04 February 2005 11:10
To: Info-Access-Office

Subject: FOI INFORMATION REQUEST 03-02-2005-144105-023

peax EERIERN/O

I am responding to your e-mail dated 3 February, in connection with my FOI request on
UFOs.

I did indeed receive my "response" yesterday in the form of a page and a half long
letter signed by a
I would like my request to be answered with copies of primary documents, not summaries
or extracts prepared by officials.

This e-mail constitutes my response to the questions she raised in her letter. As she
gives no e-mail address, could you forward this to her for processing?

I would like posted to me in paper form as part of my refined information
request:

1. All of the papers produced by the Working Pary on UFOs, set up in August 1950,
including any civil servant or ministerial memos on the establishment of the
committee.

2. The first ever, and most recent UFO sighting report lodged in MOD files, withthe
‘conclusions of the assessment.

3 Any briefing produced for ministers answering written or oral questions on
UFOs/Flying Saucers in The House of Lords, including a debate held in 1979, and in
replies to the Earl of Clancarty.

4.Any briefing for incoming Defence ministers in the present Government since 1997 on
answering PQs on UFOs/Flying saucers.

5. Any correspondence between the MOD and Tim Coates, the author of 'UFOs in the House
of Lords' published by TSO in April 2000, in connection with his book.

" 6.Al1 correspondence and internal memos assoc%ated with the UK 's UN Wmission decision
not to support the Grenada delegation to the UN proposal to establish a working group
on UFOs to the 33rd Session of the UN General Assembly in September 1978.

7,&i The appointment letter of James Carruthers and Air Commodore Anthony Davis, DSO
DFM respectively to S4 (Air), the Air Staff Secretariat, with the job description to
which each worked. (e came Do 14R 179

Zr?f The letter by Archibald Potts, as the Director of Scientific and Technical
Intelligence and head of MOD's Defence Intelligence Staff, in
1967 to the British Embassy in Washington DC .in respect of a meeting held in London
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gith an American researcher, Robert Low, on UFOs.
q & y File on UFO sightings at RAF Lakenheath-Bentwaters.
&7 ist of the titles and dates of any UFO-related files destroyed by the MOD, or
itsPbredecessor ministeries, since 1956. And the note by the head of S4 (Air) dated
December 1967 connected with such file destruction.
\‘léf Any briefing produced for - before or after - the BBC TV programme 'Man Alive' on

1 0

UFOs as broadcast in February1972. ._TNA AR ‘2,/ tq { !q o )

— UFOSr Men A‘(!'v&e P Yutiie.
I hope you can respond ASAP, certainly in less than 21 days. RRer “tazi-72
sincerely

Stoneleigh
Surrey




o

From: _on behalf of Info-Access-Office

Sent: 03 February 2005 15:19

To:

Subject: Internet-authorised: FOI INFORMATION REQUEST 03-02-2005-144105-023
Categories: Enquiry about expired case

Further to your email below, I have checked the status of your request and have been
informed by the Directorate of Air Staff that a response has indeed been dispatched to
you within the 20 working days. It has been sent out as a letter, as you requested
that you receive your information in hard copy format. Therefore the letter should be
with you in the next day or so. If however, you prefer that we email the response,
prlease let us know and we will be happy to do so.

Kind Regards

————— Original Message-----

From: feedback@www.mod.uk [mailto:feedback@www.mod.uk]
Sent: 03 February 2005 11:40

To: Info-Access-Office

Subject: FOI INFORMATION REQUEST 03-02-2005-144105-023

Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitted on Thursday, February 3,
2005 at 11:39:55

FirstName
LastName:
occupation: enter your occupation

Company: your company/organisation

adaress! : RN

City: Stoneleigh

State: Surrey

Country: United Kingdom

e-nail
telephone: enter your telephone number

preferred format: hardcopy

infosubject: I made an application to you for MOD files on UFOs. I gather from press
reports that several newspapers have had their UFOs application replied to, yet tehy
must haveapplied on the same date as me. I have heard nothing yet, but the 20 day
limit has expired. Can you let me know why I have not yet had my reply? And can you
do so ASAP.

with thanks

Financial Times, February 3, 2005
MoD's alien files are out of this world



By JEAN EAGLESHAM and CATHY NEWMAN

ThQFiles have been opened: in a victory for ufo-logists everywhere, the man from
the"ministry not only admits he has an open mind about the existence of extra-
terrestrial lifeforms but also keeps a careful tally of UFO sightings.

Following a request under the Freedom of Information Act by the Financial Times, the
Ministry of Defence has revealed it remains "totally open-minded" about the
possibility that life exists beyond Earth.

The MoD has released a detailed log of reported unidentified flying object sightings.
"Strange lights were seen in the sky" in Whitstable, Kent, just over two weeks ago -
the same night a member of the public reported a "flying saucer" over Stoke-on-Trent,
Staffordshire and a "sighting" at Chatteris, Cambridgeshire.

More exotic alien encoun-ters were recorded last year. "A square red object, pinkish
at the front" was spotted in Strathclyde, Ayr, on January 2; a "chewy mint shaped"
object was seen in the night sky above Nelson, Lancashire, in May; and a "large black
object" was identified in Rhyl, Clwyd, in February.

A diligent ufologist from Surrey gave a detailed eye-witness account in May, noting
that "grooves and windows could be seen and no room for humans to fit within it". The
same month "a bright, pulsing, spider- looking object" appeared at King's Lynn,
Norfolk, and the MoD was even contacted by someone from Sri Lanka in March puzzled by
an orange "ring doughnut".

A letter from the MoD's directorate of air staff explains that it examines all UFO
sightings it receives "solely to establish whether what was seen might have some
defence significance". It adds: "Only a handful of reports in recent years have
warranted further investigation and none revealed any evidence of a threat."

But, in an aside that will hearten conspiracy theorists, the letter stresses that the
MoD "remains totally open-minded" as to "the question of the existence or otherwise of
extra-terrestrial lifeforms".

This approach may explain why the MoD has not always confined its work on
extraterrestrials to recording sightings. In 1950, a working party set up by the MoD
"to investigate the flying saucer phenomenon" reported to the joint technical
intelligence committee.

The MoD letter does not detail verbatim the spy chiefs' reaction to this report on
alien life forms. But they presumably decided the spooks would be better employed in
the cold war - the letter states that the intelligence committee decided the working
party should be dissolved.

The government also refused to back a 1978 attempt by the Grenadian delegation to the
United Nations to establish an international working group to evaluate UFO reports,
the letter states. "The British delegation did not think that such an agency was
appropriate to the function of the UN." The MoD admitted the documents are a fraction
of the thousands of records of alleged alien visits.

The truth is out there: declassified reports of UFO sightings reveal 88 sightings last
year By Robert Verkaik, Legal Affairs Correspondent
03 February 2005

Details of Britain's most recent UFO sightings are revealed in previously secret
documents disclosed to The Independent

The files, released under the Freedom of Information Act, show that, last year, the
Ministry of Defence's UFO unit received 88 reports from military staff and members of
the public worried about unexplained objects in our skies.

The classified files help to complete a picture of the scale of UFO sightings first
revealed by this paper last month. These updated "X-files" show the most recent
observations were made on 15 January this year following two separate reports from
Chatteris, Cambridgeshire, and Whitstable, Kent. The reports refer to "strange lights
seen in the sky".

Other sightings give more detail. A report from Devizes in Wiltshire on 24 September
last year records an object that: "Looked liked a big ball of fire coming down from
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the sky with a tail and sparks coming off the end of it." Another, from Somerset the
we before, states: "The object looked like a great bright light and was really

in e, like a ball of fire coming down from the sky, rapidly moving towards the
ground."

Although such reports might be discounted as meteor showers or other astronomical
phenomena, other sightings are not so easy to dismiss. A report from Surrey on 20 May
last year describes a UFO as having "grooves and windows" but no room for humans. Even
the MoD inspector notes that the "witness had seen the object so clearly".

Many of the other sightings refer to UFO's changing colour, speed and shape. The most
common colours are yellow, orange or black.

A report from Goole, East Yorkshire, recorded in April last year, noted: "The object
looked like a boomerang and was stationary over a power station. An aircraft was
circling the object."

In the same month, a UFO observer from Seaforth, Merseyside, noted: "I saw a UFO with
a cluster of four bright lights in a ring shape on it. Three beams of white light
shone upwards and disappeared.'

These latest files to be declassified by the MoD are not as complete as reports from
mid-1976 and 1977 released last month. Hundreds of documents previously kept secret by
the Ministry of Defence's special UFO department, known as S4F, detail many reports of
a possible visit by extraterrestrial life-forms. One is made by an RAF pilot and two
NCOs at RAF Boulmer, Northumberland.

In July 1977 Flt-Lt A M Wood reported "bright objects hanging over the sea''. The MoD
document adds that the RAF officer said the closest object was "luminous, round and
four to five times larger than a Whirlwind helicopter". The UFOs were reported to be
three miles out to sea at a height of about 5,000ft.

The officer, whose report is supported by Cpl Torrington and Sgt Graham, said: "The
objects separated. Then one went west of the other, as it manoceuvred it changed shape
to become body-shaped with projections like arms and legs." The report describes Flt-
Lt Wood as "reliable and sober".

That account was deemed so sensitive to the national interest that the MoD had delayed

its release for an extra three years. But under the Freedom of Information Act, which
came into force on 1 January, the file has been declassified

submit: Send Form



Tim Coates books

UFOs in the House of Lords, 1979

Pub Date 2000

Price 6.99 UK, $10.95 US

ISBN 0-11-702413-9

Format Paperback, 185 x 112 mm, 7% x 4% inches

The winter of 1978/79 in Britain was a time of strikes and unrest. It became
known as the "winter of discontent". Yet it seems that the House of Lords

had other more important things to discuss.

The book is the transcript of a debate in the House of Lords which took place
in February 1979. Their Lordships debated the need for an international
initiative in response to the problem of Unidentified Flying Objects. There
were several notable speeches from noble lords and distinguished prelates.

“Is it not time that Her Majesty's Government informed our people of what
they know about UFOs? The UFOs have been coming in increasing
numbers for 30 years since the war, and | think it is time our people were
told the truth. We have not been invaded from outer space. Most incidents
have not been hostile. Indeed it is us, the earthlings, who have fired on them.
... Whatever the truth is, | am sure that an informed public is a prepared one.
Another thing: it is on record that both sighting and landing reports are
increasing all the time. Just suppose the 'ufonauts’ decided to make mass
landings tomorrow in this country — there could well be panic here, because
our people have not been prepared.”

back
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UNIDENTIFIED FLYING. OBJECIS -

DISCREET 2(c.

Report by the. “ Flying Saucer” Working Party

Introduction: Historical

1. Unidentified flying objects were first reported after the war from Sweden
in the summer of 1946,:and for sohie months there was a considerable number of
alleged sightings, mostly in Sweden, but a few also in Norway, Finland and
Germany. The descriptions given were usiaily of some sort of wingless missile
travelling at very high speed, cigar-shaped.or circular, someiimes emitting bright
lights, and occasionally sound. The reports attratted considerable -attention in the
ress, where the objects became knowri-as * ghost rockets ” or ** spook bornbs.”

he regorts died away after the summer of 1946, and véry few have appeared $ince
the end of that year.. =~ - T e : o

.. 2. Thefirst.report.of a “ flying saucer " came.from the United States in June
1947; .the name arose because. the. observer (Mr.. K. Arnold, of Boise, Idahg)
described what he had ‘scen as a “ saucer-like disc.” The report received much
Rublicity, and wis quickly- followed by a- gréat many more. Since then reports of
sightings have been made at intervals in: large huhibers, mostly from|the United
States, but some from other: parts of thé world, intluding Great Britain, (where there
was a notable outbreak difing thie¢ susamer and’ autumn of*1950." he' objécts
reported have become popularly known by the géneric title “ flying s ucers,” but
the descriptians. given haye. included. not only.{lying disc-like objects of the original
‘“ saucer ” type, but also yingless torpedo_or cigar-shaped. bodies,. i
balloon-shaped objects, and luminous phenomena of various types.

3.” The reported observations haye_been almost exclusively visuall; reports of
unty associated sound have been rare. In no,case -has any tangible, material, or
objective evidence, been submitted. It is therefore extremely difficult, if, not. im pos-
sible, to arrive at anything like scientific proof of the nature of the phepomena.

Review of previaus evidence . S :
. 4. A systematic and-extensive investigation of all the reported incidents in
the’ United States was carried out between 1948 -and 1950 by-the U.S.ALF., in con-
junction with the Rand Corporation, Dr. Hynek; a weil-known astro omer from
Ohio State University, and other specialist consultants, . —— T )
. we have been.cnabled Lo-study two -reporis (Project “Sign and
Project ™ Grudee ™)_covering the | i_x_l_v_e_s_tjga;tiqn_qt_ixigigems;up {o' the bepifinirig of

Pelerion) | RETAINED UNm;Ha
| SECTION () l
(ol 5. On the Scandinavian sightings in 1946, Project “ Grudge " |réports s
owsS . — .- o ERFPRIAEES A Wt A N
' . “ The Swedish Defence Stafl ¢onduicted a comprehensive study of the'garly
incidents. Several thousand reporis were thoroughly investigated and plbuéd):

. with resultant conclusions that all.evidence obtained of sightings waﬁ explicable
in terms of astronomical phenomena.”- CoT L -|: o
6., Dealing with- reports- [font " the’ United ‘Stites;: Project * Grudge ™ quotes
the opinion of the Rand Corpoiation after an éxamination of 172 inicidents: ™ to
date, we have found nething -which :would’ seriously controvert siméj:’ rational
cxplanations of the various phenomena in-terms of balloons; conventio al aircraft,
planets, meteors, bits of paper, optical illusions, practical jokers, psychop a,tho!ogiga’l-

cent. were astroniomical-with: -v'ar'yifi'g"de%‘réei of probaﬁijity:; per. cent. were not
astronomical but suggestive of bth‘eii_fé;tg anations, such s birds; rockets, balloons,
ordinary aircraft, &.; the. remiaining' 30 per cent. either Tacked sufficiént evidénce
or the evidence offered suggested 5o explanation, though some of these might con-
ceivably be-astronomical. =" y3+. e LT waei T BT TR TR TR

Dr. Hynek investigated-228 incidénts and ‘concludéd thaf d?bi'biimjeiy 33 per
g
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‘".male!'y'th'e'.same};imé.’_(rom'-widely scparated localities, this was. undoubted

Jradar>operatdrs hdd ‘obsétved aly unusual: res

ISCBEET

. "SECR‘ T ,
"' -Siimimitig up theif own oiiciusions and those’ of theit ‘consufiants; the autliors
_of the * Grudge ” report finally concluded that, of the 228 jncidents. considered,
! thirty must bé disrégarded for lack ,of, workable' dvidetice,” Whilg, 164 ican be satis-
.factorily éxplained. . For th'e‘hglenqe of thirty-four,.containing some eviderice, there
‘i no 'apparent ready 'explanation, if: the ‘évidence is dcceépted. as dccurate and

reliable.’ men psychological and physiological factors are taken into ¢onsideration,
. 1hé opinion, is expressed that'all these:incidents can also be rationally' explained,

v T All'the more spectaculal incidents; ofiwhichi-much has been made recently
~ in"the -Brjlis't:};re§s_ _and; publications, have been: fully' explained.*Two examples
‘may be quoted. T * 1 v et o AR LB e e e T
.. ’The incident at Fort Knox, Kentucky, in January-1948; which paqsed the death
- of Lieutenant Mantell, U.S.AF,, is fully.analysed,.and all the evidence collated in
the-* Grudge * report.-The conclusion is reached tiiat without any d'{l’:bt whatever
-~Lieutenant -‘Mantell ‘met-his death while pursuing the planet Venus,‘L

hich was of
" ‘unusual brightness: on the night in question. ... .. oo L
We have been informed, in’conversation with a member of the United States
--investigating:«team, .that the even more sensational report of the discovery of a
. crashed *-flying.saucer,”. full of the:remains of -very small beings, was ultimately
“admitted by its author to have been a complete fabrication.. ': .. | - ‘
¥ 8.2 The " Gridge ™ report;includes a “ frequency. distribution ™[ curve of the
reports of incidents received between-May 1947 and December 1948. | This shows a
" ‘marked tendericy'towards peaks in the few weeks immediately following an incident
- which ‘received ‘widé, publicity, and is of interest in.indicating the extent to which
- sightings-may be ’psx;:hologjcal in origin. - . . . | . . .
.09, . The final conclusion reached by the. Americans'is that 4ll reports_ of

"unidentified flyjng objects may. be categorical as ‘either— - - | | c

=" (1) misinterpretation of various conventional objects (e.g., aircraft, balloons,
< net it meteors or meteorites, stars, fireballs); - e A
oo t(2)vaform of mass:hysteria; or - - 4
towt (3): delibefate hoaxes,~ - 1 (' e

g'.Iﬁ;é;lig'dtién of ;incidq'lit.i in the United Kingilom P . e
~..si=:10:. Duringthe summer and autumn of 1950 the British press gave considerable

- publicity to r?orts'of' alleged sightings of luminous bodies travelling at high speed,
usually after

““from a-locomotive-fireman .at -Derby, .who was clearly 'a careful jand accurate

., observer, gave .an ‘excellent"description of: what. was undoubtedly a ‘meteorite. We

“have ‘niot altenipted. any systematic investigation of all"the evidence presented, but

“can' find no-reason"for supposing that any-of the phenomena reporled cannot be

" similarly- explained; in certain cases, when-observations were reported at: aprro?li-

] I y the
Jewplanation, oL
" .11 Threée incidents were reported - officially by experienced (officers from

.':R.'A.F. Stations... These have been investjgated jn as much detail as is| possible with

reports of visual observations. . . e
o+ .12, On Ist-June,"1950; the pilot of a Meteor reported on'landing at Tangmere
" that at-1430, while flying at 20,000 feel on an easterly course over the. Portsmouth
area, he had sighted an object travelling-at very high:speed on a reciprocal course,
* 1,000-2,000 feet above him and roughly 1,200 yards to-starboard. . He described the
" object as circular, and of bright. metallic appearance. - -He could not|give any real
-¢stimate of'its speed, but thaught it might'bé about 800 knots. - He: E; (
it for'about’t5 setonds, during which'period hé-had [ooked'away to port and back,
'--f_hay'in‘ no,g‘mg?_(lltY?iﬂfPiékih‘g. QP _thc,‘_'obg’ep't'jagain:',"" ,\lII4H ')r_;rji'a;‘%f" [ RN H
st Tangmiere fhadé enyiries’of the radar station at Wartling, atld were informed
*that; 'at "aboiit the sdrfie tiine “ds“the" pilof's ‘report,thé' Duty Controller ‘and three
‘the’ P.P.L“Which ‘appeared

““to be-dueto- " target’ moving' at-1,300-1,650
! receding from’ thé station:: The' Conttollef statedthat. the ‘response} looked to be
“'very thick, leaving moré afterglow than'a’ USual‘resPonse *behind!”The’ operator,

observing on a separate display, said that it was )

ark, but occasionally in ‘daylight.: The. Air Ministry: also received:a .
. .number of letters.from members. of-the public’ with similar reports. {One of these, . '.

&x‘)kmits; _first: 'approaching-and’ then

..

d-obsérved -

slim, short-and weaker than



e p—

-

A cm o e
JR T s

o

.. '1b"“',ﬂ'€';€ e

\ air.icr,an,". and that a serics of 7 shadows " appeared in-the space between successive
.pOnlS. |-. :ll.'.:..‘... . .. .,-‘ ., ‘ .-.. -.,. ‘ ! '..‘:' : ..‘.:‘ : : -"~.., .:,.:4:1 s ;‘” .
i VAS tlie receding, course of. the radar target .gqqld“ha;ye,'mligd with !h,q cpulgsg,,of
" the object reported by, the' Meteor ‘gllot. all the peopl toficerned were interylewed
by a member of Reséarch Brahch, Fighter Commarid, from whdsc report the above
‘data’ have beén taken.: Itwax established that there, was'in'fact a discrepancy. of
‘ten “minutes ‘between the' times' of the, two “reports,, ‘which . were. %s;; ated ;as
individually accurate t6'+"1'minute.” It must thereforé be concluded that there was

.no.connection between the unusyal P,P.L. response.and the:pilot’s visualiobservation.

i We believe. that: the radar response can.be. very. simply-explained as due,to
interference from another transmitter, a phenomenon which has: been; Irequently
_abserved, and which. is-described in.detail.in Appendix A,.:It isimpossible to be
entirely definite about the pilot’s report. Assuming that he was: not, merely the
victim of an optical illusion, the most probable explanation, which is, borne out by
his description of the object. as “ circular,”. implying 'a spherical body,, is-that: he
saw a meteorological balloon and greatly over-estimated its speed. :We.can (ind.no
reason whatever for adopting any Jess simple hypothesis. ...;pi: o],
13. The remaining two -incidents were reported froih the Royal -Aircraft
Establishment, Farnborough, and the officers concerned” were! in?ervic,wod by
members of this Working Party. SeEomng R T- Sl

e

. F/Lt Hubbarg, an experienced pilot; said that at 1127.on l4th August, 1950,
he and two other officers. on the airfield heard-a subdued. humming noise,-like; a
model Diesel motor, which caused them to search the sky averhead..| The weather
was fine and visibility good. The other two officers saw. nothing, butiFJ Il._t.l-Hubbar.d,
who alone was wearing sun-glasses, states that he saw;.ajmost directly. overhead
at first sighting, an object which he describes as a flat disc, light pearl grey in colour,
about 50 feet in diameter. at an estimated height.of:5,000feet.'“He, stated-that he
kept it under observation for 30 seconds, during. which’period- it travelled, “at a
speed estimated at 800-1,000 m.p.h., on a heading of lOO?,,,gxgcutiin‘.a series of
S-turns, oscillating so that light reflection carme from different segments as it moved. -
We have no reason to doubt that F/Lt. Hubbard honejtly. described. his own
impression of what he saw, but we find it impossible; o, believe| that :a most
unconventional aircraft, of exceptional speed, could have travelled at no great
altitude, in the middle of a fine summer morning, over a populous and air-minded
district like Farnborough, without attracting the attentionof 'more thanone
observer. We conclude, either that F/Lt. Hubbard. was the -victim ;of an: optical
illusion, or that-he.observed some quite normal type of aircraft-and deccived: him-
self about its shape-and speed. . AT S P
14. F/Lt. Hubbard was also concerned in the other incident, when,.at, 1609
on 5th September, 1950, he was standing on the watch-tower with five other officers,
Jooking south in. anticipation of the display by the Hawker :1081.. . The sky was
about 3/8 obscured, with a stratg-cumulgus cloud base at, 4,000 feet,.| At about the-
. “‘same. moment they all'saw, at an estimated range of 10~13, miles,'an object. which .
they described 'as being.a-flat.disc, light pearl .%rey in colour,: and,"* about.the size
of a shirt button.” They all observed it to follow a rectangular ﬂi;htv path,.con-
sisting in succession of a  falling leaf,” horizontal flight “ ve fasl{{ an upward
* falling leaf,” another.horizontal stretch, and s6 on;" finally it:dived to the horizon
~at great speed. - The pattern°was estimated to be executed-somewhere over the -
Guildford-Farnham area. ) T T e
F/Lt. Hubbard, was satisfied that the objects he.saw.an.the {wo occasions
were identical; ' the other.:bbservers. agreed that =lhc,;s¢i;qnd;-qut=ctg fitted .the
,descr‘i’g(ioq they had been given of the first. .-~ ... oo b
"~ We have, no doubt that,all these officers did in fact.see. 3.flying object of;some

- sort. We cannot, howeyer regard the evidence of identificatjon. of this. object, which
. was.only seen at Very. long sange, with:the calier e a5 0f ‘any value whatever.

‘Further, .we, dgaig.find, ;&,mmﬁs!b,le.v%to“-.ﬁd;m;zth&;‘ A0, upeopyen ional, aireraft,
“mangeuvring for ‘some time’ over;a. populols, area, could; haye failed;fo attract;ihe
- attention.of other observers., We, concliide, that the officers, infact.saw.some quite
" pormal, aircraft, manceuvring at extreme vispa) range, and.were.led by, the preyjous

" report fo bqﬁevgntat&b§g$qmet_,hipg. abnormal-an interesting examplg.of one report
We

..inducing another,., We are reinforced.in. this belief:by.an. cmnencq ‘of-one.of our

e .‘,numbex.:-(wix'ng,{;dmmajxj,_teq'».liomby..R-A,E-).whECh' is, recointed in,Appendix B -

“and illustrates ihg.¢ase with which mistakep.identifications.may, be. made,.¢ven; by
- experienced OBSEIVErS. il " L T gl vinnigiea o0 i
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Conclusions. and- Recomnendations, ;.
15. When the only material available is
it is impossible to give anything like.scientific proof that the phenpmena obseryed ,
' are, or areé not, caused .by something entirely: novel;: such ‘as"an ‘gircralt of extra: -
A4 terrestrial origin, developed bpl.)cings.pp'known 10 us on lines more adyanced than
IR anything ‘we have thought of. ‘We “are, however; sa@nsﬁed-thal:lhe-’bulk-af the
: observations reported dp not need such an. explanation, and can be accounted, for
much; more simply, There is.a very old!scientific principle, usu: fly aitributed to
v William'.of Occam, which states.that thé most probable fiypathesis is the simplest,
: necessary- to explain the observations, Lo ST
“We believe that .this prirciple should be -applied -to. thé present .case, and
accordingly conclude that all the observations reported were due to ‘one or.other
of the following causes: —. : ' |
. (1) "Astronomical or meteorological. phenomena of known types.
{2) Mistaken identification of -conventional aircraft, balloons, birds, or other
normal or natural objects. . . s
. (3) Optical illusions.and psychological delusions.
(4) Deliberate hoaxes. - Lo

We.consider that no progress will be made by attempting further investigation
of unco-ordinated and. subjective’ evidence; and- that positive - results could. only
be. obtained by.or%:nising.throughout the. country, or-:the. world. continuous
observation of the'skies by a-co-ordinated network of visual observers, equipped
with photographic. apparatus,; and- supplemented by a network jof radar stations
and'sound locators. We should regard this, on- the evidence so far available, as a
singularly profitless enterprise.” We accordingly.recommend very. strongly. that no
further "investigation. of ‘reported.mysterious . aerial phenomena .be -undertaken,
unless and until some- material evidence becomes available. . |+ - . Gyl

a mass of purely sul}ective evidence,
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' A NOTE ON:AN UNUSUAL RADAR Risponse BY Mk. G. E. G. GrAHAM, " DS T.1
I

!
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With reference to the unusual response observed at War‘tlinq on Ist June, 1950,
it is suggested that the signal observed.was received directly from another radar
transmitter, possibly ship-borne, in the Portsmouth-lsle of Wight-area,. This will
be termed the *‘Western™ transmitter..~. . =~ . - . :
. - Assuming the modulation pulses of the «** Western” ransmitter to be
isochronous with those of the Wartling set, and that the p ise of the former
was occurring anything up. to, say, 1-2 milliseconds minus. the transmission time
later than that of the.latter, the received signal would be visible on the P.P.L
! displag._., Moreover,.unless the * Western ™ transmnitter were very far away it is

probable that the received signal would be of large amplitude and would therefore,
as staied in the.report, ** appear very thick leaving more afterglow than a usual
response behind.” - .
-+ It is reasonable to suppose £that the repetition rates mentioned above would not
remain .identical [or.mote than a few seconds. -A. relatively; small drift in” the
repetition rates will produce a considerable ‘chiange .in the. time interval ‘between
the-transtitter pulse and the firing instant of the réceiver time base. This would
result in'a’large displacement of the. received signal along the scan, which would.
be ‘interpreted-as a high speed_movement,‘éf- the:* target ™. in 8 o.radial direction.
It will be appreciated that if at the instant of first:sighting the repetition rate. of the
““Western ™ transmitter wete ‘above: but slowly. approaching. that of the: Wartling
sét, the* target ™ would-appear-to close ra'ngc=rapidlg; as the repetition rajes became
‘equal“thé-* target ‘-’s"woAldnawear stationary; 'and..as the ** Western ’:-repetition’
rate’ fell: below’ that' of the “Wartling set, the '\targét - would appear to.open
range x‘aﬁidly'?,';ll may further ‘be: noted that-oné would' expect’ reflections from
‘objects’ (Hills, &c.) relatively'close to:the'** Western trahsmi:}r to -be of sufficient

i
i
]
t
.
i

‘amplitude-to: be displayed also on'the P.P.I, which-wéuld. give sthe impression; of
« shadows * between successive points as described in the repart.--.. . . - .
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of a “"Flying Saucer ” was observed in the: dlstance
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Whlle on the rifle range at Tipner, Portsmouth an ob{;ct havmg the ap;

R.AF.

pearance

isibility - was: good,  there
being a cloudless sky and’ bright sunshine; . The object’ was, located and held by
telescope (%20 magmﬁcauon), and gave appearance of bemg a circular| shining -
disc'moving on a regular-flight path 1t was only after observation had b kept

- for'several minutes; and the-altitude of the object” changed so that lt did not reflect

- the sunlight. to the observer’s ey, that it-was identified as bemg a perfectly normal




REPORT OF AN UNEXPLAINED AERIAL SIGHTING

Date and time of sighting.
(Duration of sighting.)

20 February 2005
No time given.

Description of object.
(No of objects, size, shape, colour,
brightness, noise.)

Just said saw a flying object.

Exact position of observer. Not given.
Geographical location.

(Indoors/outdoors,

stationary/moving.)

How object was observed. With the naked eye.

(Naked eye, binoculars, other
optical device, camera or
camcorder.)

Direction in which object was
first seen.

(A landmark may be more helpful
than a roughly estimated bearing.)

Was seen over East Coker, Somerset.

Approximate distance. Not given.
Movements and speed. Not given.
(side to side, up or down,

constant, moving fast, slow)

Weather conditions during Not given.

observation.
(cloudy, haze, mist, clear)




REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

To whom reported.
(Police, military, press etc)

Das answerphone.

10.

Name, address and telephone no
of informant.

Yeovil
Somerset

11. | Other witnesses. Not given.

12. | Remarks. Said that she saw the UFO report in the
Western Gazette and thought that she
should report to us what she had seen.

13. | Date and time of receipt. 2 March 2005
11.45L
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3 Lord HACKING: | say notzhing, but Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.,
g leave to withdraw,
S Araendment, by teave, vithdrawn, : 10“’ HACKING  moved  Amendroe nt
: No. 29:
P A1 K s wrervend. s o .
i Ldmendment No. 27 not moved.] Afier Clause 5, insert the folloving new clause:
s Amendment of 5. 13} of Arbitra:ion Act 1975
{ 1.3 pom. F(“ . In subseciion 1(4) Arbitration Act 1975
: s - afier *“is a party " tieers shall be added the
T Lord HACKING moved Amendment words ** to thgpréccedings s .
J .
0 No. 28: , o The noble Lord said: i shall briefiy
2 Afier Clause 5, insert the following new clause! | address the Committee on A,m‘rdrﬂtm‘;
- 1 " ¢ {. 5 " l_. ~! . {. » 4125z N A 3
it A"”;fﬁ',‘f’f' o7 principa: ’1§1~}‘1"',”g o 29 and 30. The noble and learncd Lord
o+ ppointmenr of new arbitrators h Iready lied A g
ot i o as alre ted ¢ ; N
™ . At the end of section 23 of the princival N?S ‘;7’ i 1rep _en :04 ny Amencment
W Act there shall be added the foiloving: 0. Which 1s rlvl'lﬁ‘ to these Amend-
. “Vhere an Arbitrator or Umpire has been | MENES and he has left me in a position of
= removed under subsection 23(1) above, any | suspension. 1 do not know the noble
o party to the reference may serve on the other | and learned Lord’s mind, but { am happy
= part.estto the ﬁre*en"c, a \witetn notive 10 | to remam in suspension until the Report
¢ appoint, or, as the case may b, to concur in ; PR R
; appointing, an Arbitrator or Usipire in place stage or ux‘1t11~ such time as he is able to
: of the Arbitrator or Umpire so removed, and take me oui of it. I beg to move.
at if the appeintment is not made within seven
h clear days after the secvice of the notice, the T
0% High Court o1 a Judge thereof may, on appiica- The LORD CHANCELLOR: I hope
. tion by the party whao gave the notice, appoint | that the noble Lord will not suffer unduly
e im Arbitrater or Umpire wfgo shall have thg in a state that I prefer te call suspended
an ike powers to act within the reference an i 3 ; )
L ; nims e 8 .
at make anh award as had the Arbitrator or animation rather than suspension
. 3% 9y .
c Umpire who has been removed.™."). Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
do The noble Lord said: Before T withdraw I dmtent
. . N ¥ 0y
he this Amendment, may I mention that I [Amcendment 30 not moved.)
1se drafted this Amendment within the ambit | Remaining clauses agreed to.
ae of the new clause that [ am proposing to | j )
on _‘ replace Section 23. It is more appropriate House resumed: Bill reporled with an .
”, ‘ to have the appointment of another | Amendment. e
oy ‘ arbitrator under terms (which other terms
ve : come from other clauses of this Bill) |
in ; than to use the terms used in Section 25 ]
: N . S T
rd, ; of the Arbitration Act 1950. I beg to UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS
nit ; move.
an i 7.7 p.m.- '
dp. : The LORD CHANCELLOR: The The Earl of CLANCARTY rose to 5
ord . Amendment allowing the court to replace | call attention to the increasing number *
ng ! an arbitrator removed for misconduct is, of sightings and landings on a world-
ng. : I am advised, unneccssary. Section 25 of | wide scale of unidentified flving objects
in ; the 1950 Act deals with the matter and (UFOs), and t¢ the need for zn intra- .
nee i gives the court adequate powers to replace | governmental study of UFOs; and to move
ort. a removed arbitrator. I do not know | for Papers. The noble Earl said: It is i
: whether that covers the point that the | with much pleasure that I intreduce this e o
(he : noble Lord has made or not; but if be is | dcbate this evening about unidentified :
ang ' still reverting to the use of the concept | flying objects—known more briefly as
I 5’ of misconduct in this connection, then, | UFOs and sometimes as flying saucers.
omi- ; as I have said, I am willing to look at that | I understand that this is the first time the
tin ‘ again in other connections. subject of UFQs hias been debated in vour ¢
0rs, Lordships’ House, so that this is jindeed a .
Jon Lord HACKING: 1 will leave the | unique occasion. Before proceeding fur- g
1nk matter there. 1 have already mentioned | ther T think I should declare an interest, e
will to the noble and learned Lord that I | in that [ have written a number of books ¢
“the believe these words are beiter than those § about UFQOs. 1 am grateful to those 4
amn in Section 25. That is the rzason why I | noble Lords who are going to foliow me :
with drafted them. 1 beg leave to withdraw | in this debate and I am sure that it will
the Amendment. be a most stimulating discussion.

Egmamt " R L, v e e w v am e e vqapse cremn A g s o e e s - e e many o
.‘5, e = N I e Ve
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Before speaking about the need for an
intra-governmental study of UFQOs, which
is the basis of my Motion being debated
today, I think it advisable to give your
Lordships some background to this fas-
cinating subject of UFQs. 1 shall briefly
cover a little history, the classes of wit-
pesses, the characteristics of UFOs and
some important sightings, and then I shall
deal with the vital subject of the attitude
of governments to these important
phenomena.

Although UFOs have come to the fore
since the end of the last World War,
there are reports of them all through
history. Among the papers of the late
Professor Alberto Tulli, former director
of the Egyptian Museum at the Vatican,
was found one of the earliest known
records of a fleet of flying saucers. It
was written on papryus long ago in
ancient Egypt—actually, it was at the
time of Thutmose 1, circa 1504 to 1450
BC, who, with his army witnessed the
sighting of what we today would call
UFO:s.

Now, 1 am not going to bore your
Lordships with accounts of UFOs in
every century because I want to get on
to the very interesting things happening
today. In modern times things began
to happen during World War Il when both
allied and German pilots saw strange
circular lights around their planes. We
called them Foo fighters. Both Allied
and German pilots thought that they were
secret weapons of the other side. After
the war, on 24th June 1947, an American
called Kenneth Arnold, piloting his own
plane, was on a mercy mission trying to
find another aircraft that had crashed
somewhere in the Cascade Mountains in
the State of Washington. Suddenly, he
spotted nine gleaming objects, crescent
shaped, flying in a zigzag fashion between
his plane and the mountains. He managed
to calculate their speed because he was
able to get a fix—I think that is the tech-
nical term—between two mountain peaks,
Rainier and Baker. It appeared that the
objects were travelling at some 1,400 miles
per hour——a very fast speed in 1947,

Some time after landing, Arnold, in
answzr fo a question from the Press,
described the motion of the flying objects
as being hike saucers skimining over water.
Next day the Press headlined them as
* flying saucers 7, Since Arnold’s sighting

[LORDS]
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in 1947, millions of people all over the
world have seen the UFOs. This brines
me to the class of witnesses that see
UFOs. 1t is true that occasionally one
gets the odd crank or hoaxer; but the
majority of witnesses are sincere people.
Then again many witnesses are pilots,
police officers, coastguards, radar opera-
tors—in short, trained observers. Many
astronauts have seen UFOs. Many
people ask me: * Why is it that astron-
omers do not see them?” The answer
is that they do. In a letter published in the
Daily Telegraph on 4th January last year,
I listed eight well-known astronomers who
had seen UFOs, including Dr. Clyde
Tombaugh, discoverer of the planet Pluto.

Now a few words, my Lords, about the
UFOs themselves. Actually, the name
“ flying saucer” given by the Press in
1947 was a misnomer as they come in all
sorts of shapes and sizes: cigar, oval,
disc, sphere, doughnut, crescent and
tadpole shaped. You name it, my Lords,
the list is endless. I should like to say a
few words about their characteristics.
UFOs often have very bright lights and
sometimes when in flight change colours
all the way through the colour spectrum.
Sometimes the light from a UFO is so
intense that its shape is obscured from
view. This light energy is so powerful
that witnesses have been burned on the
face and hands if in too close a proximity
to a UFO.

~Another characteristic of the UFOs is
electrical  interference  with  various
machines. UFOs have been notorious for
stopping cars at short range. The driver
will bear his engine splutter and it stops
running.  Besides cars, many other
machines have "been affected, including
aircraft, motor cycles, buses, lorries and
tractors. UFOs are said to be the cause
of some of the power blackouts in the
USA, Mexico and other countries., Indeed,
UFOs have been seen flying along power
lines in the USA just before black-outs.
Furthermore, I have a picture on the wall
of my study at home of a UFO doing
just that!

Now, I will mention one or two of the
more impressive sightings since the war.
On the 29th June, 1954, a BOAC Bocing
stratocruiser * Centaurus ”” had taken off
from New York for London. Dinner had
been served. The time was just after
sunset when the skipper, Captain James
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Howartd, first sighted the UF0s. Some of
the passengers by then were asleep.
There was one big object with six smaller
ones.  Captain Howard pointed them
out to his co-pilot, First Officer Lee Boyd,
who flew with the famous Pathfinder
force in World War Il. The objects were
five miles from the * Centaurus . They
stayed parallel with the aircraft for
80 miles. From time to time the big
object appeared to change shape. The
radio officer checked with Goose Bay,
Labrador, to see if any other aircraft were
in the arca and was told, No. Goose
Bay sent a fighter up to investigate.
All the crew saw the objects. Just before
the fighter arrived, the objects began to
disappear, and it seemed that the smaller
ones went inside the large one.  Altogether,
a crew of eight and 14 of the 51 passengers
saw the UFQOs.

In November 1975, at Strategic Air
Command Bases in Michigan, Montana,
Necrth Dakota and Maine, a number of
UFOs were sighted over a 13 day period.
Several were hovering near nuclear weapons
storage arcas. When interceptor planes
were sent up to investigate, the UFOs
dimmed their lights and became invisible.
One of the most amazing UFO incidents
ever occurred in Septembr, 1976. © A
report of this event written by Geoffrey
Levy appeared in the Daily Express on
27th February, last year. I shall try and
give you his account in my own words.
A very large glowing object was seen over
Teheran, Iran. Hundreds of witnesses
telephoned the authorities. At 1.30 a.m.
the Iranian Air Force scrambled a Phan-
tom jet to investigate the UFO which was
some 70 miles away. As the jet reached
about half the distance to the UFQ, all
of the Iranian plane’s communications and
instrument systems malfunctioned. The
pilot had no alternative but to return to
base.

A second Phantom jet took off flying
faster than the speed of sound. The UFO
began to move at a very fast speed indeed,
and soon outpaced the jet. Then, an
extraordinary thing happened. Suddenly
a second smaller UFO came out of the
big one, and headed straight for the jet.
The jet pilot tried to release an AIM-9
air-to-air missile at the glowing object,
No success at all. The weapons control
panel was not working and all electronic
systems were out of action. There was
only one thing for the pilot to do, and that

SRt t et T ieme ey svmen s e s e e o % e e ey
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was to make his escape. He put his plane
in to a dive. Then something extraordinary
happened, The second UFO turned around
and went back inside the * mother ship ”.
The jet pilot’s instruments started working
again. So once more he tried to pursue
the UFO, but it moved away too rapidly,
and so the Phantom jet returned to base.

There are literally vast numbers of these
astounding reports. Indeed, my Lords,
this worldwide UFO invasion of every
country’s air space is of growingimportance
and thercfore I suggest that Parliament
keeps a continuous watch on the situation.
I have thought of one way of doing this.
In the same way that there is a House of
Lords Defence Study Group ably chaired
by the noble Lord, Lord Shinwell, perhaps
we could have a House of Lords UFO
Study Group to meet periodically. If
any of your Lordships are interested,
please let me know!

I should like to touch on the attitudes
of Governments towards this subject and
to stress the need for an intra-govern-
mental study, which is the object of my
Motion. I am only going to talk about
four Governments, your Lordships will
probably be pleased to know. First, let
us take a look at the United States. I
think that one of the reasons for ** playing
down * UFQs some years ago in the United
States was the fear of panic among the
public. This was partly based on an
actual panic that did occur in 1538 due to
a very realistic broadcast by Orson Welles
of H. G. Well War of the Worlds.
Thousands of people left their homes,

However, after the war, the United
States Air Force investigated pilots’
reports without any debunking. Then
the Central Intelligence Agency, the CIA,
stepped in. The CIA controls the intelli-
gence departments of the United States
military services. They ordered the
United States Air Force to clamp down on
UFO reports. That was, I believe in 1953
and it has been going on ever since.
Pilots who reported seeing UFOs were
ridiculed, and after a time other pilots did
not report them for fear of damaging their
reputation. We had high hopes during
President Carter’s election campaign that
there was a strong possibility of a break-
through to the truth about UFOs. He
disclosed during his campaign that he had
seen a UFO a few years previously in
Georgia, and he added that if he got into
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{The Earl of Clancarty.] :
the White FHouse he would release to the |
public all the UFO information in the !
Pentagon. Unfortunately, that election |

pledge has not been fulfitled. !

What has been happening in the Soviet
Union? Probably the leading ufologist
in that country is Doctor Felix Zigel,
Professor of Higher Mathematics and
Astronomy at the Moscow Aeronautical
Institute. For a long time he had been
trying to form a big UFO research group
on a worldwide scale. Many UFOs have
been seen over the Soviet Union. In July,
August, September and October 1967, for
instance, giant space ships were seen over
various paits of the USSR by astronomers
and other witnesses, On 10th November
of that year, it was announced that there
was to be a full investigation of UFOs.
This was announced on Russian tele-
vision. The operation was to be headed
by Mazjor General Anatoly Stelyerov,
with Doctor Zigel as Number Two.
Thousands of UFO cases were to be
analysed by scientists and Soviet Air Force
officers. However, the Russian Academy
for Sciences came down hard on the new
UFO group and on 27th February, 19¢8,
Pravda published the official attitude of the
authorities, and the cover-up was ou.

There is, however, one country which
can be relied upon to take a line independ-
ent from others over many matters, and
UFQs proved to be no exception. In
February, 1974, the then French Minister
of Defence, M. Robert Galley, was inter-
viewed entirely about UFOs on France-
Inter radio station. The interviewer was
Jean Ciaude-Bourret. At the time there
was tremendous publicity in France, but
for some reason our newspapers did not
even mention the broadcast. M. Galley
stated that the UFOs were teal but
admitted that it was not known where
they came from. He said that since 1954,
there had besn a unit in the French
Ministry of Defence collecting UFO
reports. Some of this material was sent to
the National Centre for Space Studies in
Toulouse, the French equivalent of the
American NASA. In this Centre there
was also a unit—a scientific one—-studying
both UFO sighting and landing reports.

- A little over a year ago, I received some
information that this particular unit was
under government sponsorships and so 1

{LORDS ]

put down a Question for Written Answer.

.

a%
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The noble Lord. Lord Donaldson of
Kingshridge, kindly confirmed to me ip
his reply that the GEPAN unit—those
are the initizls of the group—had beep
set up under the French Ministry of
Industry, Commerce and Artisans at the
centre in Tonlouse. M. Galley also added
that the gendarmerie were playing a very
important part in UFO investigations,
questioning witnesses and examining burnt
circular marks on the ground where
UFOs had landed; or were alleged to
have landed. So the French have been
taking it all seriously and keeping their
own people informed. Nobody panicked
and people did not tush like lemmings
into the sea.

Is it not time that Her Majesty’s
Government informed our people of
what they know about UFOs? The
UFQOs have been coming in increasing
numbers for 30 years since the war, and
1 think it is time our people were told the
truth, We have not been invaded from
outer space. Most incidents have not
been hostile. Indeed itis us, the earthlings,
who have fired on them. There may have
been a few allegedly hostile incidents, but
I maintain that if there is a disturbing
element in a phenomenon which is pretty
friendly on the whole, we should be told
the truth. Whatever the truth is, I am
sure that an informed public is a prepared
one. Another thing: it is on record that
both sighting and landing reports are
increasing all the time. Just suppose the
ufonauts decided to make mass landings
tomorrow in this country—there could
well be panic here, becausec our people
have not been prepared.

The noble Lord, Lord Strabolgi, is to
reply for Her Majesty’s Government at
the end of this debate. I should like to
ask the noble Lord whether he will
contact his right honourable friend the
Minister of Defence about the possibility
of giving a broadcast interview about
UFOs, as his counterpart across the
Channel did in 1974. That would go a
long way to discredit the view held by a
lot of people in this country that there
is a cover-up here and that in some way
we are playing along with the United
States over this. I should also like to see
an intra-governmental study of the UFOs.
All Governments should get together and
pool their knowledge about UFOs, and
the results should be passed on to the
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public. Finally, T should like to thank
your Lordships for vour kind atfention,
and 1 bea to move for Papers.,

7.29 pa

Lord TREFGARNE: My Lords, [ am
bound to say that I face making this
speech with some trepidation. 1 had
wondered whether we could justify the
holding of what is in efiect a full debalce
on this matter; but having seen the
audience we have tonight, and indeed
having heard the speech of the nobic Earl,
Lord Clancarty, I can sce that that sort
of thought would not go down tco well,
I may well be shouted down before | finish
anyway, but let us see if we can avoid that
right at the start.

The noble Earl asked us in his Motion to
support a proposal particularly for an
intra-governmental study—I suppose he
means, as indeed he has described,
between Governments. No doubt he
would wish to see the co-operation of the
United States. But I should not want to
support that kind of proposal. T do not
think the time has yet come when we can
view this matter with sufficient certainty
to justify the expenditure of public
money on it.

1 certainly agree that the numerous
voluntary bodies, including those with
which the noble Earl is associated, ought
to be encouraged, and indeed I should not
be opposed to informal links betweesn
those bodies—or, at least the responsible
ones—and others, such as the Ministry
of Defence. But I am ashamed to cay,
in the midst of all this faith, that I am not
myself a believer in UFOs described, as
I believe they are, as objects or vehicles
from another planet or from another
universe.

I have some 2,500 hours as a pilot.
I have flown across the atlantic a few
times as a pilot. Bat, unlike with the
aircraft reported by the noble Earl, I
have never seen one. I presume—indeed,
I believe—that a good many of the
sightings can be explained by logical
scientific theory and I am, so far at least,
convinced that those that cannot so far
be so explained could be, if our knowledge
were more advanced or if we had more
information about the sightings in question.
It is these unexplained sightings upon
which ufologists rely so heavily in asking

[13 JAWUARY 1979 ]
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as I say, that these unexvlained sightings
could be—and, indeed, would be—ex-
plained, if we had more knowledge about
tiera: for example, better photographs,
How many ciear photographs of UFQs
have your Lordshins seen? Al have scen
are hazy, fudgy photographs which could,
oi could not, be genuine,

Ufologists often rely upon radar infor-
mation for evidence in their case, but |
must tell your Lordships that radar plays
more tricks even than the camera, and 1
do not believe that radar inforimation, in
this contest, is valid. For example, the
recent sightings in Mew Zealand, which
were widely reported just before Christmas,
including some rather strange-looking
photographs which appeaied on television,
were also said to have been confirmed by
radar information which was available
to the aircraft in question. But I know
from my own experience that radar is
frequently used, and, indead, is so designed,
for deteciing anomalies in atmospheric
conditions and in westher patterns, and
I aim not persuaded that radar is a valid
supporting argument in this case.

Since time immemorial, man has as-
cribed those phenomena that he could not
explain to some supernatural or extra-
terrestrial agents. Eventually, as scientific
wisdom has advanced, these phenomena
are understood more fully, until now,
today, no one takes witchcraft seriously
and therc are no fairies at the bottom
of my garden. It is not so long ago thai
magnetism, as it occurs naturally in the
form of lodestone, was thought to be the
work of the Devil, as indeed were some of
the hot springs found in Iceland, Australia
and elsewhere.

An eclipse of the sun or the moon,

"now fully understood, was once thought

to be an expression of the Almighty’s
displeasure. Perhaps this derives from
the description in the Gospels of the events
following the Crucifixion. I recall the
44th and 45th verses of the 23rd chapter
of St. Luke’s Gospel, and I shall read
it if I may: ‘

“ And it was about the sixth hour, and there

}vlvas a darkness over all the earth until the ninth
our.

And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the
temple was rent in the midst .

St. Maithew described it rather well also:

. “Ang, behold, the veil of the temple was rent
in twain from the top to the bottom; and the

us to accept their theories. But I believe, [ earth did quake, and the rocks rent .
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[Lord Trefgarne.}

No one would now seriously doubt that
those happenings were, in fact, an eclipse
of the sun and an earthquake respectively.
1 would not deny that there may have been
divine intervention in respect of the timing
of those events, but certainly 1 would say
that they were caused by terrestrial forces
which we now fully understand.

Without wishing to pre-empt anything
that the right reverend Prelate the Bishop
of Norwich may say, perhaps I may
pose the question as to whether the exis-
tence of another race or races outside our
universe is compatible with our Christian
principles. I speak only as a simple
member of the Christian faith, but I
think I believe that He loves us and us
alone. 1 am not aware that there is any
suggestion in the words of Christ or in
the words of the Almighty, as recorded
that we must share his goodness with
people from another universe. There is
no suggestion that there is, indeed, any
other such people. I acknowledge, how-
ever, that, for example, the works of
Darwin were once thought incompatible
with the Christian faith, and so perhaps
my view of the credibility of these things,
from a Christian point of view, is open to
correction. Perhaps the right reverend
Prelate will be able to help us when he
comes to speak.

1 emphasise that I do not for a moment
doubt the sincerity and conviction of those
who believe in these objects, who believe
that they are visitors from another universe
or, at least, some supernatural force
beyond our reason. I simply do not
happen to agree with them. I certainly do
not agree with the learned professor,
speaking on the radio the other morning,
who said: *“ Anyone who believes in
UFOs is aloony . But as for the sugges-
tion that an international study group
should be set up, T do not think that I
could countenance that as a serious
proposal at this time. I emphasise,
however, that I would be happy to
encourage informal links between, for
example, the RAF and the very worthy
groups who believe differently from the

way I do.

Before 1 sit down, I should just like to
say how much [ am looking forward to
the maiden speech of my noble friend
Lord Oxfuird, who is to speak later in
the debate. His name has, of course,

[LORDS ]
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appeared on the Order Paper before
today, and [ hope that it appears on the
list of speakers a good many times in the
future. The noble Earl, Lord Clancarty
has done us a service by bringing thi§
matter forward, but I would counse]
caution and care,

7.38 p.m.

The Earl of KIMBERLEY: My Lords,
as the noble Lord, Lord Trefgarne, has
said, the majority of noble Lords in this
Chamber will be greatly indebted to the
noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, for raising
this fascinating and controversial subject
this evening. Before I begin, perhaps [
should say that I have an interest in it,
because I am a director of a company
which is to make an identified flying
object—a thermo skyship, which is saucer
shaped. 1 shall not get that muddled up.
But in spite of sceptics, such as the noble
Lord, Lord Wigg, the other day in a
newspaper, and Sir Bernard Lovell from
Jodrell Bank, who says that UFOs do
not exist, we must agree that they do,
because otherwise there would be no
unidentified flying objects. Furthermore,
we should not have throughout the world
radio telescopes listening to try to pick up
signals from intelligences in outer space.

As the noble Earl, Lord Clancarty,
said, UFOs are not products of the 20th
century imagination. They have been
observed here for years—by the North
American Indians, by the monks of
Byland Abbey in 1290, who were terrified
by the appearance of a huge silver disc.
Right through history up to today,
millions of people have seen UFOs, and
I will go so far as to say that I am the
first to admit that the very large majority
of them can be explained as natural or
man-made phenomena—meteorites, satel-
lite débris, weather balloons, military
flares, et cetera. But there are still many
which are completely unexplained.

It has been reported that the United
States and the USSR signed a pact in
1971 to swop UFO information, but the
pact stated that they were to keep the
rest of the world in the dark. I believe
that the pact was signed so that neither
super-Power would make mistakes about
UFQs being atomic missiles. I am also led
to understand that quite recently the three
United States balloonists who crossed
the Atlantic were followed for up to 12
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hours :by UFQOs but were ordered by
United States Government agents not to
discuss them.

7 We know that war in space, once a
Nigment of the imagination and a subject
much beloved by science fiction wrilers,
is very nearly a fact now. Both super-
Powers have, or will have, killer satellites
and laser beams operating in space. May
1 ask the noble Lord, Lord Strabolgi,
whether he agrees that this may perhaps
be one of the reasons for the reticence of
the United States over being more forth-
coming about their UFO information?

In 1977, Sir Eric Gairy, the Prime
Minister of Grenada, backed by Presi-
dent Carter, wanted the United Nations
to declare 1978 as the Year of the UFO.
They both failed. However, the proposi-
tion was finally tabled for 29th September
1978. This proposition was postponed
through October, November and Decem-
ber. 1t was finally threatened by the veto
of the United States and Russia. Hope-
fully, however, it will now be considered
in June of this year. I believe that at last
there has been a unanimous vote that the
proposition will not be rejected.

As the noble Lord, Lord Trefgarne,
said, 1 agree entirely that we do not
understand many of these unidentified
fiying objects because of our lack of
knowledge. UFOs defy worldly logic.
Even if one accepts that there may be life
elsewhere in our galaxy, or even in other
galaxics, the human mind cannot begin to
comprehend UFO characteristics: their
propulsion, their sudden appearance, their
disapperance, their great speeds, their
silence, their manoeuvres, their apparent
anti-gravity, their changing shapes. They
defy our present knowledge and laws of
matter. Of course, this naturally upsets
our earthly scientists because it is outside
their earthly terms of reference and
knowledge, but to try to present UFQs in a
more mundane light let us briefly examine
the last 30 years.

In 1947, the United States Air Force
started an official project called *“ SIGN ™.
By 1949, 243 reports of UFOs had been
submitted, but no conclusive evidence
came to the public’s knowledge from this
project.  Project Blue Book was then
born, and its findings produced the same
conclusions.  So it appears that the
United States Air Force concern was
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threefold: first, to see whether UFOs
were a threat to the security of the United
States; secondly, to see whether UFOs
could contribute technical and scientific
knowledge; and, thirdly, to explain to the
general American public what was going
on in their air space. However, as UFOs
appeared to offer no thrcat to security,
Project Blue Book became just a public
relations exercise to not inform the public,
despite numerous unidentified radar track-
ings and close approaches made by UFOs
to both civil and military aircraft. The
military staff in America said that, as
there was no threat or danger, they were
not interested in pursuing the subject
any further. So Project Blue Book was
abandoned.

This may be good encugh to fob off the
American public, but it is not good encugh
to fob off the British public. Too many
people—ordinary people as wel] as famous
people—have seen UFOs. Ten Govern-
ments now openly admit that UFQOs exist
and are real: France, Norway, Sweden,
Brazil, the Argentine, Venezuela, Mexico,
the Philippines, Peru and Grenads. Other
Governiments know that UFQOs exist
but do not admit it publicly. President
Carter has personally seen a UFO.

Let me give a small sample of promi-
nent, scientific and sane people who
have seen UFOs or believe, through
evidence, that they exist: Commander
Robert McLaughlin, United States Navy
inissile expert; Johu McCormack, Speaker,
United States House of Representatives;
the late Air Chief Marshall Lord Dowding;
the late President Truman; Dr. Stanton
Friedman, United States Nuclear Physi-
cist; Ed Mitchell, Apollo astronaut;
Gordon Cooper, Apollo astronaut; Dr.
Allen Hynek, Professor of Astronomy,
North West University; Walter Cronkite,
United States newscaster; Neil Armstrong,
first man on the moon; and, lastly, Dr.
Felix Zigel, Professor of Higher Mathe-
matics and Astronomy, Moscow Aero-
nautical Institute. Can any of your
Lordships sincerely believe that these
aforementioned people all suffer either
from hallucinations or believe in fairy
stories ?

Despite the United States and the
USSR embargo on UFOQO information,
funnily enough the Russians appear
more inclined to think that UFOs have
extra-terrestrial origins. Further, some
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[The Earl of Kimberley.]
Russian scientists see a connection between
UF Os and parancrmal phenomena. In

act, there is an cver-growing belief that
space travel has a connection with tele-
pathy and telekinesis, because cosmonauts
1n orbit have discovered through scieatific
tests that they have an increased level of
telephathic communication. If we assume
that extra-terrestrial intelligences who
travel to earth are more advanced than
we are—and in that respect I think that
they must be—then UFOs could be tele-
kinetic phenomena: in other words,
controlled by thought pulses.

Since thought is not subject to the
physical limitations of matter, then veloci-
ties in excess of the speed of light would be
possible. It is interesting to me that in
1968 I was speaking to Sir Frank Whittle,
the inventor of the jet engine and an
eminent scientist, about interstellar space
travel. It was just before the Americans
had landed om the moon. Sir Frank
said that he thought that it would be
perfectly feasible one day to go to the
stars, as he did not believe in Einstein’s
theory of relativity. A remark like this,
coming from an ordinary man like myself,
would probably, quite rightly, be laughed
at. But one can certainly not laugh when
a remark like that is made by such an
eminent person as Sir Frank Whittle.

What is interesting is that two years [ater,
in 1970, Dr. Fomin, a Russian doctor of
telekinesis and automation, argued that,
to traverse interstellar space, we would

have to grapple with physical laws differeat -

from those we know at present and which
so far are only theory. However, these
principles have been established in mathe-
matical formulae. Therefore, Einsteia’s
concept of time and space possxbly may
not apply.

In 1976, President Carter, in a pre-
election pledge stated:

“{f I become President, I'll ‘make every piece
of information this country has about UFO sitings
available to the public and the scieatists. I am
convinced that UFOs exist. I have seen them .
This statement was a breakthrough against
the United States cover-up as it admitted
that not all UFO information is, or has
been, available to the American public.
For instance, do your Lordships’ know
that three former United States Presidents
before their election proclaimed their
belief in UFGs?  They were President

-

o
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Eisenhower, President Lyndon Johnso,
and President Ford, who 1 agree wy
appointed. During their pxdxdcncxes the,
became completely silent and did not fylag
their promises. Why? 1 strongly sus.
pect that Her Majesty’s Government know
why, and if they do kaow, why thes,
they should inform your Lordsmps

I believe that there is much materia)
evidence on UFOs in the national archives
in the United States of America which
has never been made known to the public,
and even President Carter is finding it
difficult to carry out his pre-election pu:)dﬂe
I am led to believe that he has tried
unsuccessfully with NASA to do UFQ
research. The answer he has been given
s ““ No, due to expense . That rezearch
which NASA has been required to do
would cost a few million dollars, but a
few million dollars is only the cost of two
astronauts’ suits. Therefore it appears
obvious that for some reason there is a
cover-up in the United States.

We in the United Kingdom are in a
strange position because we have had
thousands of sightings, yet I am led to
understand that the Ministry of Defence
have only two clerks working on UFO
sightings. Further, they claim that they
are not spending any mouney on UFO
research. They appear reluctant to in-
vestigate publicly connected phenomena
such as alleged messages from outer space.
They say that this is the r sponsxoduy
Can the
Minister say whether the BBC and the
Post Office kacw that they have this
responsibility ?

Further, when the noble Lord, Lord
Strabolgi, replies to the debate will he
confirm that Her Majesty’s Government
might be sympathetic and give support
to the efforts of President Carter, Dr. Kurt
Waldheim and Sir Eric Gairy to get the
United Nations to debate the resolution
““to discover the origin, nature and intent of
UFOs ”.

The noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, said
that we should set up a parliamentary
UFQ group to meet a few times a year.
1 would concur with him. Further, 1
think the geuneral public should be en-
couraged to come forward with evidence.
Many do not, for fear of being ridiculed.
Let them be open; let themn be honest;
let them badsger their Member of Parlia-
ment and the Government to be open
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with them and to cease what l am counvineed
is a cover-up here.  The people of Reitain
have a right to koow all that (he Govern-
ments, not only of this country but othars
throughout the world, know ubout UFUs,

Before 1 sit down 1 ask the noble Lord,
Lord Strabolgi, whetiier ke vill tell your
Lordships why the Ministry of Defencs
has not informed the public of 18 contacts
from 23rd May 1977 up to 22nd February
1978, numbered K 5634 to K 5631 in-
clusive, Further, what do the classification
numbers 5, 3, 20, 1¢, &, ® and 23 mcan for
thesz 18 contacts? MXiereover, does the
noble Lord realise that 13 out of these
18 contacts were seen during the hours of
daylight? There need be no fear that the
people of this country may panic, since
if UFGs are extra-terrestrial thzir intelli-
gence and knowledge is far ahead of our
primitive understanding. My Lords, 1
heartily support the Motion moved by
the noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, for an
intra-governmental body to research UFFOs.
Let Her Majesty’s Government give an
example to the rest of the world by being
the leader in this investigation.

7.55p.m.

The Viscount of OXFUIRD: My Lords,
first T should like to thank the unoble
Earl, Lord Clancerty, for initiating this
extremely interesting debate. Of course it
is really much above my head, but I have
enjoyed it already and I hope I shall
enjoy it for the rest of the evening. To me,
the first question really is, where bhave
these UFOs come from? There could be a
great many answers to that, but in the
first place we can look at our own planet
and there is no doubt that there is very
little chance of their having come from
anything in our own solar system. In
fact I think I should quote a few words
from Professor Kopal's recent book on
the solar system which finishes up, after
lamenting the fact of what they found out
about Mars, by saying:

“The hope of finding life on Mars has

evaporated, together with the canals, into the
thin Martian air. It is ncw almost certain that as
living beings we are alone in the solar system .
I think that is a very good example of the
fact that we camnct look to the solar
system to discover where these things
come from, if they come from anywhere.

The next possibility which has been
paraded is that they might come from the
sister sun in our own galazy. Of course
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that is quite possible if vou believe in the
now  aceepted-—or  shall we say more
popuiar—theory of the “bigbang ™ for
the siart of the universe, Undoubtediy,
our sun and its solar svstem must have
cen shared with many others at that
moment when we suddenly appeared.
They even give dates for it now; they
talk about 5,000 million years ago, which
fits in with our own geological back-
ground. .

There are many stars which have a
solar system which might well be in the
saine position ; they might have one planet,
as we have, as good as ours and with the
same amount of knowledge. On the other
hand, we must accept the fact, as the noble
Earl, Lord Kimberley, was saying, that it
would have to be something which we
have not been able to attain on this earth
and something that we do not understand
on this earth, because if one wanted to get,
say, from A Centauri, which is our nearest
star, to here, it wculd take half a lifetime.
Even travelling faster than anything we
have ever produced in the way of space
ships in this world of ours, the distance is
250,000 times the distance that we are
from our sun, which is 93 million miles.
It is a distance which would certainly take
half a lifetime, even at 100,000 miles an
hour. So I do not think it would be
reasonable to look at another solar system,
say A Centauri, which is very near, being
only roughly 44 light years from us, which
is not very much in space. There is of
course -the possibility that the UFOs
may come from some secret effort on this
carth. 'This I very much doubt because
one could not keep a thing like that
secret for 20 or 30 years. I very much
doubt the possibility of its being on this
earth.

S0 we get an entirely different picture.
We have progressed in the last 30 years
both in cosmology and in many other
sciences, more than we have .ever done
before, certainly in my lifetime. I think
the feeling really is that we are now on the
edge of something in the universe which
we do not understand yet. However, if
we are going to understand the UFQ
question, we have got to move to the
extent of understanding something beyond
cosmology today. From our point of
view, what we are looking at is the tip
of the iceberg. We know perfectly well
that we get information, we put it into,
computers and come out at the othe:
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[Viscount Oxfuird.)
end with a new model. Thea in five or
10 years the model is thrown away and
we are back with the one answer which
applies, unfortunately, to so much of
science today; we just do not kaow.
But one hopes that it will be possible.

If the suggestion of the noble Earl,
Lord Clancarty, backed by the noble
Earl, Lord Kimberley, is adopted-—that is,
that we should have a worldwide organisa-
tion—to look into this matter and to go
further than we have ever done, why
should we not be the leaders of it? It
would twist science back into a new
field. Is it possible that there is not
merely another solar system in our galaxy,
but that somewhere in one of the many
galaxies in the cxpanding universe there
are other places where these things could
come from with their amazingly vast
scientific knowledge? I personally see
no valid reason why we must accept that
at this time, but we should start working
for it. If we had a worldwide organisa-
tion to try to control that, perhaps we
should be able to solve many of the
problems which face us today in the
universe; and nothing could be better.
Then we might possibly find the answer
to our UFOs.

8.2 p.m. .

Lord DAVIES of LEEK: My Lords,
as the lone figure on this side of the House
who has dared to come in on this debate,
may I say that it has been a pleasure to
listen to the noble Viscount, Lord Oxfuird,
who has just spoken and, who has, in
his own Inimitable way, as a result of
his military and othér experience over
the years, brought a certain depth and
profundity to the request for some
investigation into the phenomenon with
which mankind is presented today.
Consequently, with all sincerity I can say
that I hope this House will have the
pleasure of listening to the noble Viscount
on many occasions adding his voice to
our deliberations, and I thank him for
what he has said.

Now I want to attack the problem in
my own way. First, I want to ask what
are we talking about. Secondly, after
expressing my gratitude for the maiden
Speech, I would also express thanks to
the noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, who
initiated this debate to call attention to
the increasing number of sightings and

%

[LORDS ]

Flying Objeets 1264

landings on a worldwide scale of un-
identified flying objects. There is no
argument about that. Do not let the
noble Farl be a little bit sad because of
dandy intellectualism that may approach
this debate. The world oozes with
intellectuality and at the present moment
it is completely lacking in wisdom. Iet
us remember what [ have said many times
here, and it was my old mother who
taught me this; she made me go to Sunday
school and quote the text. She would say
in Welsh: “ Always remember, my boy,
Solomon did not ask for cleverness, he
asked for wisdom ™. There is a vast
difference between the dandy intel-
lectualism of some of the reporters on
ncwspapers’ approach to this problem
and the wise approach that we have just
heard in this maiden speech. Let us
anchor that down. What else does the
noble Earl ask for. He says on a world-
wide scale and that there is necd for inter-
governmental study. I will add to it
from the other sidc of the House that the
expense would be so small that we should
not neglect this.

Anybody who knows something about
laser beams—and I saw in a laboratory
in Switzerland for the first time the effect
of a laser beam—knows it would be quite
possible to throw on to that table now
an identified or unidentified object that
would look palpable, like Macbeth’s
dagger. Your Lordships remember the
famous dagger scene:

 Is this a dagger I sce before me

The handle toward my hand?. ..

In form as palpable

As this which now I draw .

We could with a laser beam throw a
dagger that would look as palpable on
to that table. There may be an under-
standing of the power of the laser and its
effect existing in some kind of technology
that is beyond the dimension in which we
can work. We have been looking in
mathematics for the fifth and even the
sixth dimension.

I had better pick up my notes, lest we
be here a long time. Noble Lords need
not worry; so much has been quoted that
it saves me a lot of quotation. I want to
ask the 64,000 dollar question. Do noble
Lords believe in angels? The answer
from some will be, Yes, and yet they have
never seen one. We are asking you to
believe in the phenomena of flying
saucers, seen by now by, I should think,
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probably millions, at any rate hundreds
of thousands, without esaggeration. I
we are studying hagiography—and { had

etter be careful—which 1s the history of
the saints, il I came off my Welsh moun-
tains and came down as a little boy of 12
and said J had seen the Virgin Mary
springing out of a rock, some devout
religious people would believe me; but if
I said I had scen a flying saucer they would
not believe me. What is the difference?
It is a question that has to be asked; it is
a philosophical question that has to be
asked, when intellectuality, in its pompous
way in its Sunday newspaper articles, is
dealing in print with mysteries that
Shakespeare described—to misquote him:
“ There is more in heaven and earth than
is thought of in man’s philosophy .

So this deserves not being pushed aside.
Mark you, my Lords, T was told today
outside those doors that an ambassador of
8 ft. 6ins. with green feet and webbed
feet as well had asked whether he could
park his flying saucer in our car park,
according to some of the telephones that
have been ringing here today, because
some people have treated the whole matter
as a joke. I would, therefore, suggest
to them that they read H. G. Wells® Final
Essay. They can read it in half an hour.
It is slim, it is cogent, it is succinct. He
says the human mind is at the end of its
tether. '

There is a queerness in the cosmclogy
of the world in which we are now living.
Was Wells right? We certainly see man-
kind acting queer when petrol is short.
He is snarling and worse than any being
from outer space. The anthropological
arrogance of 20th century man in his
tinpot motor-cars riding through the
streets of the lovely spaceship we call the
world is hartbreaking. He has learnt
nothing from his two wars; and if we had
another, God help mankind, in view of the
way that he has shown his greed, selfish-
ness and tendency to panic as never before
since the days of the Crusades. The
greatest delusion in the history of man was
the delusion of the Crusades. But men
went on them after the days of Peter the
Hermit with a fiery and fierce belief in
what they were doing.

The noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, is an
expert who has been written about.
In fact, he dropped everything else to
write about this matter. His seven books
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have been translated into many languages
and I congratulate him. He hus done a
job of work and I hope that the debate
imitiated by the noble Earl will receive
some atiention. People tend to scoff,
but it is only a few days ago that we were
sitting at the piano, playing and krocking
out—not with the brilliance of a top
pianist—* We three kings of Orient are ",
What did they follow? They followed a
star. What was that star? We have had
an intellectual analysis of why after the
Crucifixion darkness spread over the
earth. The noble Lord, Lord Trefgarnc—
who has piloted from one side of tire ocean
totheother—made intellectual assumptions
about carthquakes and eclipses. We are
not completely sure how to explain
eclipses or earthquakes, but we have a
kind of Kepler mathematics that times
things rather nicely. It is not quite
enough to explain the earthquakes. It
does not mean that the mystery of the
UFOQOs is something that can be brushed
aside, and it is an anthropological arro-
gance 1o 5o say.

Flying Objects

Good heavens, I have been speaking for
nine minutes! My Lords, do not worry,
I shall be about another five. The House
has heard a number of laudable people
quoted. Ordinary little people have
sometimes been laughed at, especially
those concerned in the famous sighting
at Pascagoula in Mississippi when one
little fellow fainted when he saw a chap
with one leg jumping towards kim with a
wizened and wrinkled face, with pointed
ears, crab claws for hands, slits for eyes
and holes beneath his nostrils-—they would
not be nostrils without holes, at least I
should hope so! We shall not develop
fantastic descriptions like that. We shall
not go into those realms. But we must
say that there are many people who have
said that they have experienced thesc
phenomena.

I agree that the New Zealand incident
has reawakened man’s interest and as
the noble Lord, Lord Trefgarne, said,
they were not clear pictures. However,
I attended a scientific lecture in this noble
building not so long ago, given by some-
one who believed faithfully in the Loch
Ness monster. He showed us masses of
films. He was a scientist and he swore
that the Loch Ness monster existed.
There is just as much case for the existence
of flying saucers. We know that they
exist. All we are saying is that they are
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[Lord Davies of Leek.] )
unidentified. They may be terrestrial or
celestial. We are asking Governments to

debate is about. There is no magic, we
have nothing up our sieeves, but let the
world know what is going on.

This renewed interest poses many
problems and there are many research
organisations which are looking into the
matter and which know that they exist,
but I shall not bore the House by going
into them now. Let us ask a couple of
questions. How can a flying saucer fly
faster than sound and not create a super-
sonic boom? What is it? Secondly,
have we the right to assume that we alone
are in the universe? Thisanthropomorphic
view of God that some people have built
up does not build for the spirit and does
not, I think, build for true holiness. It
does not build up for real Christian spirit
if it is foliowed too fully. Therefore, 1
should say that we have no right to
assume that we are the only intelligent
beings in the universe. Is the earth the
only planet populated by intelligent
technological life? 1 do not know aad
I do not suppose that we shall be able to
find an answer yet. If in a year of Queen
Elizabeth I had said to somecne in
London that I could show him a picture
of Philip of Spain in Madrid on a piece
of glass in his room, I would probably
have been burnt at the stake as a wizard,
or as a witch if I were a woman. However,
we can do that today. We have broken
through. We have the miracle on earth
of television, even from the moon.

Are there flying saucers? Can these
objects be explained? There are two
basic facts. First, the scientific examina-
tion.of the probability. That is due to
mankind and Governments should look
into it. The second aspect is to fathom
the possibilities of the existence of this
phenomena. Astronomers are now in-
creasing their search for extra-territorial
radio signals, but so far—despite what the
noble Earl, Lord Kimberley, has said—
none has really or truly been discovered.
The billions of stars in the galaxy make
the problem at present too much for us.

Then there is the question of speed.
In a light year a ray of light travels
6 trillion miles, but we do not want to
go into that. The question of relativity

o?

[LORDS ]

i standard of mathematics.
find an answer and that is all that this
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is interesting. 1 am not qualifisd to
argue zbout it: I never reached that
However, |
know that Einstein believed that electro
magnetic waves have no mass and are
therefore not affected by his theory.
However, he said that as an object—if
it has mass—approaches the speed of
light, its mass becomes infinite. That
might explain the black holes about which
we talk. We are talking of mysteries
that we never knew anything about.

For a couple of generations now
thousands of magazines and so on have
reporied these sightings. We want to
know whether these objects that are
unidentified deserve real research in
depth. Whether or not it is truc, only
our prejudices can decide, and it becomes
more difficult to listen to such weird
experiences from apparently honest, sang
and unsclf-seeking men who place their
findings beforc papers and Governments.
Are we right to call these men liars,
hallucinators or sensationalists? If one
human being out cf the tens of thousands
who allege to have seen these phenomena
is telling the truth, then there is a dire
need for us to look into the matter.
Those who believe in psychic phenomena
or spiritnalism and those who believe
in the synchronicity of ghosts—as they try
to explain them—should not scoff at the
possibility of these unidentified objects.
We know that poltergeists exist; we know
about their activities. Therefore, do not
be so ready to scoff at UFQs when, in
another moment if I catch you talking, you
will agree with me that poltergeists exist.
This is a serious Debate. It deserves
study and understanding.

8.30 p.m.

The Lord Bishop of NORWICH: My
Lords, I count it a privilege to follow the
noble Viscount, Lord Oxfuird, and to link
myself with the words of the noble Lord,
Lord Davies of Leek, in congratulating the
noble Viscount on his maiden speech. At
the beginniag of his speech I jotted down
that I should like to thank him for his
“ down-to-earth remarks”, but when he
got right out to A Centauri I realised that
that phrase was of no use anyway. How-
ever, we congratulate him and look for-
ward {o hearing his voice again and often.

I am glad to be able to follow—without
of course the Welsh fire or fervour—what
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the nobiz Lord. Lord Davies of Leek said.
I bave a itk irish olood in my veins and
that is why I understand everything he |
says. I am sure that the requast by the
noble Earl, Lord Clancarty:

“Ta call attentioa to the increasing number of
sightings and landings on a worid-wide scale of
unideatitied flying objects ™
is a proper one. I am mest glad that we
have brought tais whele issue out inte the
open and have been given the unhurried
oppertunity of talking about it tonight.

It is right that we should give a cool and
scientific look at ail unidentified flying
objects, not only because of natural
curiosity, not even culy—as I think the
noble Earl, Lord Kimberley, suggested—
because of nationn! security but also for
reasons of scientific research. There was
a time when leaders in the Church were
not always so enthusiastic about pushing
out the frontiers of knowledge as J believe
we are today. I very much hove that such
a search will continue. Whether or not it
should be an intra-governmestal study 1
am not sure. We shall Jisten with interest
to what the noble Lord, Lord Straboigi,
says to us on that. But that it should be
studied, and seriously studied, I believe
to be true.

The interesting thing is that when a
suggested UFO is seen in one part of the
world it seems to spark off many sightings
in other parts. The fact of the New
Zealand sightings a short time ago seems
to have produced many sightings in
Norfolk: and our Lastern Daily Press—
which is a magnificent daily paper,accurate
fair and always helpful to the Church—
has told us all about this recently. When
I was talking on television at lunchtime
today in Norwich my immediate reaction
was to ring up ths commanding officer of
one of our stations—and for the sake of
national security I shall not name the
actual cstablishment lest other ears in other
spaces should be listening to me—to ask
whether (and I am quite serious about
this), when sightings were suggested in
Norfolk last week, one of our particularly
important RAF stations had anything to
say about them.

1 think that we should be quite cool,
firm and scicatific and try to extend our
knowledge in this area. But, with the
wealth of scientific, aeronautical and
erudite knowledge in your Lordships’

{
|
;
i
|
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amoung the various parts of this chequered
chossboard? ) felt that T wanted to share
anxietics on arather narrow level with your
Lordships. First, I believe that UFOs
and the mystery surrcunding them today
ara helping 1o build up a climate of
credulity and, in certain cases, even of
superstition, with.the danger of a sort of
ersatz spirituality almost reacting against
the impersonality of medern civilisation,
but not wholly involved in the total
Christian commitment, which is a balanced
commitment. Last summer at our
Lambeth Conference the phrase was used:
“ The Church gathers for worship; the Church
scatters for mission ™,

These are the two sides of activity: the
Church of God meets to worship God
but the Church of Christ scattars to spread
the good news of the Gospel. My concern
here is that the mysterv surrounding
UFUOs today—and 1 think it is helped-
by the variety of films and programmes
on the subject—is in danger of producing
a 20th century superstition in our modern-
and scientific days which is not unlike
the superstition of past years. That is
my first anxiety. :

The second is that UFOs and their
study scem, from my limited rcsearch in
this area, to link with a certain religious
suoculture which seems to do three
things. It offers a substitute for true,
“catholic religion. I use * catholic ” with
a small ‘¢’; I mean the Christian faith in
its widest, but received, sense. Secondly,
1 think it draws serious, sincere and often
very charming people—and young people
too—into a sub-Christian, and I am
afraid sometimes a non-Christian cult,
often controlled by a dominant leader,
and reproduces something of the gnostic
—1 suppose one wants to help people by
saying * g-nostic "—heresies of the tight-
knit, esoteric groups of ihe first, second
and third centuries. In fact, 1 believe
that Archbishop William Temple was
right when he said the Church of Christ
was the only society founded for its non-
members to take what it knew of God
and of Christ into the world that others
might know too.

I see a certain danger of the linking
of religion with the UFO situation at that
level. Some Christian researchers suggest
that those who become deeply involved
in the religious aspects of the UFO
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[The Lord Bishop of Norwich.]

which can cause serious distress to them
and to their personal life. That is my
anxiety. I may be wrong, but I put it
forward with some care. having thought
about it and studied it a good deal.
Therefore, my third anxiety—and I am
sorry to be negative but it is important to
share both the light and the dark sides
—is the danger of the religious aspect of
the UFO situation leading to the obscuring
of basic Christian truths. When all is
said and done, Christ himself is the agent
of God in the creation of the world. I
quote from Colossians:

* Christ is the image of the invisible God, the
first-born of all creation: for in Christ all things
were created in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible—whether thrones or dominions, or

principalities or authorities . . . All things were
created through Him and for Him .

This fascinating chapter in Colossians,
which is perhaps one of the highest levels
of Christological teaching, speaks of
Christ being before all things: ““ by him
all things consist”, as the Authorised
Version put it. All things hold together;
He is the great unifying, holding-together
principle of God’s universe.

1 say this in this debate recognising the
danger of, as it were, preaching a sermon.
However, T do not think that is true in this
case because the very subject we are
debating is helping to widen our horizons
—and the noble Viscount, Lord Oxfuird,
stressed this point of looking far out in
his maiden speech. I believe that Christ
has not only a terrestial, not only a cosmic
significance but literally a galactic signi-
ficance. I believe that He is God’s vice-
regent concerning His great creative
world. It is good that our minds and
eyes should be stretched further out
because I do not believe that at any point
of the universe we get beyond the hand
of God. Therefore, it helps us to under-
stand the majesty of the Godhead when
we begin to stretch our minds to reach out
to the far corners of creation,

Lord TREFGARNE: My Lords, will
the right reverend Prelate allow me to
intervene? Is he actually offering eccle-
siastical authority for the existence of
apother race of people in another uni-
verse? Is he saying that the existence of
UFOs, together with their inhabitants
such as arc so often described to us, is
compatible with Christian faith?

~a

a¥%

[LORDS ]

The Lord BISHOP of NORWICH:
My Lords, I thank the noble Lord, Lord
Tregfarne, for his interjection because it
shows that he must have been listening
carefully, because the next thing on my
notes is, *“Say something about Lord
Trefgarne’s remarks .  However, there
are about 20 seconds to go before [ get
to the noble Lord. Perhaps in the mean-
time he can have a glass of water from
Lord Davies of Leck, or something, but [
am almost with the noble Lord. T am glad
for that interjection because I obviously
was not getting right what I was trying to
say. I believe that all the far corners of
the creative world, right out further than
we can ever see or even know by radio, are
within the plan of the Creator. T believe
they are within the majestic purposes of
God. I believe that Christ, as Creator
under the Godhead, is concerned with it
all,

Now may I come to the noble Lord’s
particular question a few mintues ago.
His question went something like this:
“ Do we believe in the existence of another
race? TIs it possible that there is another
race further affeld? ” T must say that I do
not know. I believe there is a place for
reverent Christian agnosticism concerning
what is not revealed to us in scripture and
by our Lord. Having said that, I believe
that God may have other plans for other
worlds, but I believe that God’s plan for
this world is Jesus. That at Jeast is how I
view the question. The emphasis in
scripture is most interesting on the fact
that there never seems a point beyond
the revelation of scripture where there is
not God. .

I quote, if I may follow Lord Trefgarne
once more before finishing what I had to
say, from the most majectic opening letter
to the Hebrews.

*“In these last days, God has spoken to us by

his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all
things, by whom also he made the worlds. He
reflects the glory of God. He bears the stamp of
his nature, upholding the universe by his word
of power .
My point is that the danger of getting the
UFO thing linked with the religious thing
is that it obscures the fact that Christ is the
image of the invisible God, and that all
God’s purposes and plans for humanity
are in and through his Son, our Lord.

This is not popular. This is not agreed
by dozens of people. Plenty of pecople
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SR think that Christians make a proud and
Fgs exclusive claim wheu they caim the words
of our i.crd,
< All power is given unto e in Heaven and in
Earth ™.
But ihis is part of the belief of a Christian
which ke has to put humbly and lovingly,
and in the light of seeking to serve people.
In the incarnation of our Blessed Lord he
clearly revealed to us the mind of the
Godhead, and we should be careful in our
study of the UFOs in a religious context

v because 1 believe that the Gospel of Christ,
HETY and his death upon the Cross for the
oof salvation of sinners, can never be by-passed
than by other forms of religious expression
. are which may be esoteric, may be unusual,
e and may appear to come to us in unusual
~of ways. For that reason thercfore I am
St happy that we should make a cool, clear,
th it careful study of the whole UFO situation,

but let it not be at the price of the obscuring
of the fullness of the Christian faith and

vd's . .
i0. its power to transform lives.
his:
ther Viscount BARRINGTON: My Lords,
ther before the right reverend Prelate sits
- do down, may I ask one question? Although
for I agreed with much of what he said, I
ing did not entirely understand, when he
nd was telling us that one should not study
eve UFOs in a religious context, whether that
her meant that one should not study music,
for art or other things that we all have, pood,
Wi bad and indifferent, in a religious con-
n text. If it mcans that we must not
net worship them, then I would be entirely
nd in agreement, as a professing Christian.
is We must not worship art, architecture,
or music. But when he tells us not to
study them in a religious context, I am
ae not clear whether I will be doing so or
to not.
er
) The Lord Bishop of NORWICH:
K My Lords, will the House give me per-
I mission to seck to answer that in a
of sentence? Just as it is important that
~d the boys and girls in our schools today
should know some basic facts about the
e great world religions, I still believe that
z it is essential that in a so-called and named
¢ Christian country our boys and girls
il should have the opportunity of knowing
v the great facts of the Christian faith. I

am simply suggesting that, if, in fact,
people seeking for religious experience
1 bypass the revelation of Godfin Christ
and revealed in scripture, then they may
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get into difficulties which will hurt and
narm them. It is simply the obscuring
of the Gospel that is my coneern.

8.36 p.m.

Lord GLADWYN: My Lords, I must
begin with an apology. Before I knew
that the debate was to start so late I
entered into an obligation for this evening
from which 1 find it difficult to escape.
Therefore, 1 may be unable to stay the
course. One happy thing about UFOs is
that they have nothing whatever to do
with Party politics! Another is that they
take one’s mind off the absolutely frightful
everyday events. Besides that, no theory
as regards them can possibly be laughed
out of court, nor need angels in respect
of them fear to tread! 1 am sure that
the noble Lord, Lord Davies of Leek,
would agree.

Though many alleged sightings are of
identifiable objects of terrestrial origin,
such as disintegrating satellites, balloons
or meteors, or even some sort of reflection,
others are of things which, on the face of
it, cannot be accounted for in this way.
The evidence of this is obviously too
circumstantial to be disregarded. The
evidence produced by the noble Earl,
Lord Clancarty, and my noble friend
Lord Kimberley, is obviously too circum-
stantial. You cannot disregard that.
These things almost certainly do exist.
1t is difficult to say that they do not
exist. Therefore, unlike the noble Lord,
Lord Trefgarne, I do not contest their
existence.

Some objects may be of terrestrial
origin, but equally some may not. What-
ever their origin, it has certainly not as
yet been proved that they contain, or-are
controlled by, sentient beings of any sort.
Still less has it been demonstrated that
such sentient beings come from another
planet, of which we are told there are
many millions in the universe and no
doubt many thousands on which con-
ditions may well be similar to those on
earth. It is conceivable, therefore, that
UFOs come from another world; but that,
to say the least, is not certain or, let us
say, is not yet certain. Let us therefore
for a moment examine the terrestrial
and the non-terrestrial hypotheses.

If these objects are terrestrial, they
come somewhere from our world, then
they may conceivably be attributable to
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[Lord Gladwyn.]
some condition of the atmosphere, or
upper atmosphere, unknown to us, pro-
ducing electrical or similar phenomena

which no doubt interfere with compasses, i

and for some veason dart about the sky,
sometimes even coming to earth. The
dificulty about suci: an explanation is
that they never seem to come into actual
contact with aircraft, or any other air-
borne objects. Even if collisions have
sometimes becn suspected, they have not
been proved to have occurrad. Nor,
apparently, do they ever crash into
anything important on the ground. When
they arc alleged to have been seen on the
ground it is always, incidentilly, away
from houses. 1 suprpose it is conceivable
that they may be canable of passing right
through physical objects, their mindless
trajectory being therefore harmless, and
dictated by some unknown physical cause,
and their apparent presence ca the ground
being due to some local conditions on the
surface. All I say is that this is a con-
ceivable hypothesis. In any case, the
fact that their occasional presence is so far
inexplicable does not in itself invalidate
the terrestrial hypothesis. There are, as
the noble Lord, Lord Davics of Leek,
said, more things in Heaven than are
dreamt of in our philosophy.

One terrestrial possibility at least can
be discarded, that which aitributes them
to some Soviet activity in Ceniral Asia,
in some way hearalding World War Il
This hypothesis was current, as { remember
well, in America at the time of the Korean
war, when 1 was in New York, TIndeed,
it was responsible for, as far as 1 know,
the cnly known joke ever perpetrated by
a Soviet functionary, namely Mr.
Gromyko, who when asked what he
thought about flying saucers said. *“ Seme
people say these objects are duc to the
excessive consumption in the United
States of Scotch whisky. 1 say that is
not so. They are due to the activities of
a Soviet athlete, a discus thrower, in
Eastern Siberia, practising for the Clympic
Games and quite unconscious of his
strength.”

If these objects are not tcrrestrial,
then admittedly, always supposing they
exist and are not mere illusions, they
must be of some non-terresirial crigin.
We can, I think, discard the possibility
that they come from any of the other
planets, as was said by the noble Viscount,

2%

[LORDS ]

i

|

Flying Objects 1274

Lord Oxfuird, whose maiden speech we
80 much appreciated; I hope we shal
hear from him again shortly, Venus is
too hot, Mars is a lifeless wilderness,
and conditions on the others are extremely
unlikely to be compatible with any forim
of life,

Thus, from whence do taey come?
They can cnly come from a planet in
some other starry system, of which the
nearest, as the noble Viscount said, is
the star Proxima Centauri, which is 41
light years away. Always supposing,
therefore, that UFOs are manned by
sentient beings who travel at the speed
of light—and if you travel at 186,000
miles a second, how do you slow down
on approaching the earth ? (how wonderful
to imaginc!y—these creatures must have
been cooped up in their small machines
for no less than 45 terrestrial years befors
appearing in cur aimosphere. One can
perhaps imagine that they may somehow
have been abie to escape from time and
consequently not need any sustenance or
sleep, but it is difficult, even on that
hypotliesis, to believe their machines are
somechow time-exempt and can consc-
quently contain enough propellant to
keep them steady on their millennary way.,

If a UFO was launched near Proxima
Centauri and proceeded at the rate at
which astronauts go to the moon, it
would take, I am reliably informed, not
100,000 yeats but more like 900,000 years
before it reacned the earth. In which
case, it is indisputable that any non-terres-
trial UFO now sighted over New Zealand
or anywhere else must have started on
its journey something like a million
years ago. In other words, since after all
the human race lives within time, it must
have left long before any kind of re-
cognisable human society existed here
below.

It is, however, also indisputable that
UFOs have been observed for many
hundreds of years in Europe, China aad
elsewhere. There are records of mediaeval
monks seceing cigar-like objects in the
heavens; and indeced it is quite possible
that such sightings have been observed
during the last few thousand years.
There may be more sightings now simply
because we have Dbetter facilities for
obszrving them. If so, what conclusion
must we draw as regards the whole non-
terrcstrial hypothesis? 1t is simply that
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hese sentient and obviovsly highly in

igent beings frem  another planet,
such they be, at the end of an inter
minable 3ourr-ey arc content simply to
hover about owr atinosphere and not
attempt a landing, or at least a landing
of which we have any uncontrovertible
evidence.

What could ke the point of such
strange proceedings? These sentent and
chviously intelligent beings mnst bave
picked up enough informotion to concinde
that a serious landing was feasible or, 1if
not feasible, then to abondon the whole
idea. Perhaps they may even In scroe
mysterious way have teen able to masier
our language and }“enetratc our thoughts,
I think it was my noble fricnd Lord
Kimberley wio s2id that conceivatly they
were under some sort of thought control
from a planet in the neoighbourhood of
Proxima Centauri. 1f that is so end it is
simply a question of thought control, then
it comes down apparently to a sort of
cosmic joke being piayved by these sentient
beings from 4% hg._t vears away on the
unfortunate inkabitants of this giobe; they
are a sort of hallucinaticn in that they
induce us by thcught conirol to behieve in
thera. 1t is a conceivable theory but I do
not think it is a tenable one.

There are, it is true, these who believe

that major landings fron ovter space have
taken place in the past resuiting in the
inauguration of a new ero, beings who
then apparently withdrew after leaving
behind some kind of representative, nre-
sumably to see how it would all work out;
that is, the new civilisation which they had
brought down to thisworld. In Colombia
and Peru there are, I uuderstand, strange
markings on the glcund thought to have
been utilized by scme scrt of space ships,
together with traditions of an other-wordly
father of the race, notably of the Inca race,
who came down from the sky. In fact,
such traditicns are fairly widespread in
the world, although of course there is ne
proof that such fatbe, figures cver really
descended from the sky.

The pearest one in time to our own era
—I quote this only to draw attention to the
lengths to which this Lind of telief can go
-—is the theory, quite popular T telieve in
Russia, that Christ wes a cocsmonaut, the
star of Bethlchem being a large UFG from
which, to the amuzement of the shepherds,
cm&rged ““the Heavenly Host” who left

B R T L TR R
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the hale in the manger, to the great berefit
of all mankind, and then denarted wihience
theycamwe, Youcon believe such l:erct.c‘ i
imaginings if you will, and perrups if you
believe in the divine origin of Chistand ids
teachings it \"ould not matter very rruch
if you mIJ that, in my view, rather non-
sensical bealief. And yeu cun certainly
believe, if you want, that UFOs centiin
preople from  another \vm‘ld which is
watching us and whese intentions ar
benevolent znd perhrns acsmn% to save
cur distracted pl:met from the horrors o
another war by somebow disposing oft i€
wicked and teus inaugurating a new era
Believe that if ycu like.

[ am afraid, however, that all such
imaginings are duc chiefly to the dis-
content with the present human condition
and 1o an unconscious desire to escape
from the hervors or potentiai horrors of
our esrthly life. V¥hen we believed that
if we were tood we wonld, when we died,
go to Heoven, there wes 1o wclination to
g0 to some new world vezr Andromeda;
and whethier another world other than
Heaven itsell was waiching us did not
worry us overmuch. Presumably, it was
the angels.

The more over-populated our planet
becomes, the greater the violence and the
more appalling the wars, the more,
unconsciously perhaps, we want 1o leave
it if we can or trust in other worldly inter-
vention; and the more intense therefore
the longing, the greater the temptation
to believe that there actually is somewhere
else to which we can physically go or to
which we can somehow make an appeal.
It was a great disappointment when the
moon was discovered to be a2 mass of
grey plasticine, that Mars was even more
unpleasant than the middle of the Sahara
and that Venus was the nearest thing
to Hell.

What is the moral? I agree with the
right reverend Prelate, who said so
eloquently—we are indebted to him for
his intervention——that perhaps the moral
is that we had better not put our trust
in saucers for salvation but, rather, con-
centrate on how best to conduct our-
selves here below so as to live in charity
with our neighbours and eventually die
in peace. If the UFQs contain sentient
beings, we can only leave it to such being

to get in touch with us when, and if, they

will. Up to now, if they exist, they have
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[Lord Gladwyn.]
done no harm of any kind. Apparently
they have done no harm for the last two
or three thousand years. So there seems
to be no great need to set up intra-
governmental machinery to investigate
the whole phenomena. The mystery may
suitably remain a mystery, and so far as
I can see nobody will be in any way the
worse off if it does.

8.50 p.m.

Lord KINGS NORTON: My Lords,
I should like to add my thanks to those
which the noble Earl, Lord Clancarty,
has already received for opening the debate
in such an extremely interesting way. I
found my imagination boggling a little
at some of the things he told us. Never-
theless, I feel that it is of immense value
that this matter has been brought out into
the open by the debate in the House, and
T hope that as a result of it there will be
some progress in the understanding of what
is an extremely serious matter. 1 feel
that we must be careful about our
terminclogy in discussing the UFQ prob-
lem, and"I believe that I shall make clear
in the course of my remarks what I mean
by that. For example, in the past few
days, since it was known to my friends
that T was to take part in the debate, 1
have had over and over again the question:
Do you believe in UFOs? T must say
that I think that is rather a silly question,
because if T saw something in the sky
which neither I, nor whoever happened
to be with me, could identifv—1I have not,
but let us suppose that I did—then 1
should have seen an unidentified flying
object, a UFO. I do noi have to believe
in it. T shouid believe merely that I had
seen it--something that I could not
explain; and I believe that many people
are in that position. .

It has been said more than once this
evenirig that this is no new phenomenon,
I think that the noble Earl, Lord Clancarty,
dated it back to about 1300 BC. Whether
my researches have taken me further back,
I am not quite sure. However, 1 am sure
that your Lordships will be as familiar
as 1 am with the 10th Chapter of the
Book of the Prophet Ezekiel. He certainly
saw something very unfamilar in the
firmament, and it cectainly could be called
a UFO. It was very diiferent from the
modern ones. It appears to have been
coal-fired, to have been stabilised by

oV
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gyroscopes, and crewed by cherubim: and
it was a model which has not, so far as |
know, been developed. There have been
a good many sightings probably before
Ezekiel, and certainly there have bean
many thousands since, and I fear that there
has grown up a belief in many minds that
if an object in the skies is unidentifiable,
it must be from outer space; and this is
quite unwarranted.

I think that it is worthwhile once again
to consider the possibilities. I know that
this has been done once or twice this
evening, but it is part of my argument. |
should say that there are possibly two
kinds of objects to be seen in the skies:
those of terrestrial origin, and those of
extra-terrestrial origin.  Typical of the
first kind are man-made flying machines,
satellites and rockets, and the like.
Identifiable objects of the second kind are
meteorites and phenomena such as the
Northern Lights.

1 am sure that many—and perhaps
most—of the sightings recorded and
reported are terrestrial in origin: aero-
planes with navigation lights glowing at
night; satellite launching rockets burning
up on re-entry; remotely piloted vchicles,
now beginning to be called RPVs; up on
trial flights; weather balloons; trick
reflections of light. In the extra-terrestrial
class I am afraid that I cannot think of
anything other than meteorites, Northern
Lights and ball lightning, but there are
probably other well known physical
phenomena within the knowledge of
astronomers and meteorologists.

I feel, however, that some of the
reports we have had—and we can for the
time being leave out Ezekiel—are not
readily explained in terms of any of the
possibilities which I have mentioned. The
New Zealand phenomena are worth much
more investigation than they have yet
had, but so far, in so far as 1 have been able
to understand what has been reported,
they do not appear to be explicable in
terms of any of the suggestions which I
have so far made. That seems to go for the
quite extraordinary widespread sightings
recently in Jtaly, where hundreds of people
as reasonble as you and 1, my Lords, seem
to have scen quite inexplicable things in
the sky. It would be worthwhile trying to
explain them, and if there are people who
know what they are, they ought to tell us.
The high probability in my mind is that
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they are terreatrial in origin, and the only
extra-lerrestrial possibilities do not seem
to be feasible because of the very eccentric
paths which the objects, or lights, which
were seen seem to have taken. But if they
are terrestrial phenomena, we ought to be
able to identify them.

[ belicve that any dispassionate investi-
gation, such as [ understand the noble
Earl, Lord Clancarty, would wish to have,
could not ignore the possibility of the
phenomena having their origins outside
the earth and perhaps outside the solar
system. Just as meteorites are chance
material projectiles originating in the solar
system, rnay there not be random matter
of a different character—perhaps a
luminous but insubstantial character—
that in certain circumstances becomes
visible and attracted to our area? I
certainly should be readier to accept some
explanation in terms of what I might call
the atsronomical phenomena than ships
from outer space. It would, I suppose,
be foolish to deny that possibility, but as
an explanation of phenomena—and I
think that the noble Lord, Lord Gladwyn,
exposed this—it is surely a very long shot
indeed.

If we are to conduct any dispassionate
inquiry—and 1 think that we should—we
must listen to the proponents of what one
might call the Star Trek view. It can
be argued, not unreasonably, that we in
our humble way are probing nearby solar
space with our Venus and Jupiter and other
vehicular probes. We have ventured on to
the Moon. Is it not presumptuous, the
argument goes, to suppose that elsewhere
in space creatures more advanced than us
are probing into our space, probing with
means now occasionally visible to us,
using their own RPVs, controlled from
stations light years away, rather on the
lines which the noble Earl, Lord Kimbeiley,
mentioned? It is a possibility which we
must be prepared to consider. It is a
possibility, though not many of us, I feel,
would call it a probability.

But if we do have a study of UFOs,
as the noble Earl desires, we could not
exclude the possibility of extra-terrestrial
intelligences from our consideration. This
quotation has been given twice this
evening, as well as a dozen times outside
this House in this connection, but,
“ There are more things in Heaven and Earth,

[18 JANUARY 1979 ]
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Hamlet said,

“ than are dreamt of in your philosophy 7.

And Heaven, my Lords, has always
offcred us more possibilities than earth.
Although I remain sceptical of intelligent
invasion from outer space, 1 recall the
dictum of the late Mr. Sherlock Holmes
when he was investigating the curious
matier of the Sign of Four:

“When you have eliminated the impossible,
whatever remains, however improbable, must be
the truth ™.

The desirability of getting rational and
acceptable explanations for the odd
phenomena which are being reported
—even if, like some other para-normal
phenomena, they are subjective-—in my
opinion is not, or should not be, merely
to satisfy our curiosity. Here I am
coming from rather a different angle to
something which was discussed in greater
depth by the right reverend Prelate the
Bishop of Norwich.

There is a social danger, in my view,
in leaving people in ignorance of the
origins of these phenomena. 1 have
recently learned from a number of
sources that there have grown up, in
North America particularly, many groups
and cults whose attitudes are based on
beliefs that UFOs are influential outer-
spatial manifestations interested in this
earth. 1In some cases these groups are
looking to outer space for Man’s salvation.
If this is right, it is rather disturbing.

1 find, too, that in this country there
are groups interested, other than purely
scientifically, in the UFO phenomena.
1 had a letter—and I think that other
noble Lords may have had the same letter
——earlier this week from an ecumenical
Christian group which belicves, among
other things, that UFOs menace the
spiritual health of the nation; that they
are anti-Christian and that information
exists about them which is being withheld.
It seems to me that this association of
UFOs with mysticism and religion makes
explanation of the true origins of the
phenomena a matter of great importance
and of some urgency. The sooner that
each reported sighting or landing is
satisfactorily explained, the better. It
is no good just laughing them off or trying
to laugh them off; we must seek the truth
and tell it.

My Lords, I remain sceptical, perhaps

Horatio ™,
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[Lord Kings Norton.]
spoken this cvening except the noble
Lord, Lord Trefgarne. 1 remain scepiical
of the more bizarre extra-terrestrial ex-
planations, [ remain more than scentical,
indeed, incredulous, of what the noble
Earl in Rhis Motion called landings ™*;
but T support him whelcheart=diy in his
wish for a serious inquiry. I Liope that
the Government will tzke steps to put
such an inquiry in hand. Finally, I
come back to the matier of terminology.
In his Motion, the noble Earl called for
“an intra-governmental study”.  The
noble Lord, Lord Trefgarne, and, I think,
the noble Lord, Lord Gladwyn, took
this to be an inter-governmental study.
But “intra” means “within”. I was
puzzled by the use of the prefix, but that
is what it means and oresumably what
thc noble Earl meant. But why a study
within the Government? I would support
the idea of a Government-supperted
open investigation by a carefully chosen
group of scicntists and technologists with
some funds at their disposal; but a study
within Government would seem to sinack
of a secrei probe, which would be no
good at all.

J have no objection to a House of
Lords studv group, but they could
scarcely perform in the way that a public
organisation supported, say, by the learned
societies and the engincering institutions
could perform. Jt is something of that
kind that T chould like to see Lrought into
being under Governasent or with Govern-
ment suppori: a group of dispassionate
people with the power, the money and
staif on a modest scale to investigate.
Perhaps in kis reply later this evening
the noble Lord, Lord Strabolgi, will
comment on the suggestion.

9.4 p.m,

Lord RANKEILLOUR: My Lords,
first, I must theuk the ngble Ezarl, Lord
Clancarty, for this debate, the subject of
which hes long needed an ciring; and,
althcugh the noble Viscount, Lord
Oxtuird, is not in his seat, nevertheless 1
congratuizte him on his speech. The
UFO saga is deep and complex and there
are no known experts to keep us up to date
with everything ro do with it including its
mechanics.  However, scientists titrough-
out e werld have been drawn into zn
ever-increasing  discussion as to  what

{LORDS]
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i far with Iittle enough results except o
I wonder why the bounds of natural phvsics
Istemn o be broken on all sides, Most
Western Goverrarents say thot UFOs
not exist, but ! think e Frenchk
blinister of Defence, M. Robert Gelley, in
February, 1974, said that they do; that Lig
Government takes them sericusly and thay
they have been studied sceretly by a spacig)
department for cver 20 years. Indeed,
france leads the world in UFO reseurch,
It has followed up sightings with pelice
teares, scientists and scholars and, since
1950, the Deuxiénre Bureau of the Army.

Oddly, in that same yesr, a remarkable
report came from Farmington, New
Mexico, on 18th March, when the tithabi-
tants of that town were treated to a disnlay
of flying suucers that literally filled the sky
above them. FEvery important American
newsparer told the story. With few
exceptions, fthe entire township of 5,000
people, including the mavor, newspaper-
men and members of the Hizhway Patrof,

breathlessly watched an air show to end
them ali, a fantastic air circus. Countless
saucers performed aerial cerobatics at
speeds of 1,000 m.p.h. showing incredible
handling, acute control in split-second
timing by their ability to avoid collisins,

My Lotds, thet was hardly a weather
bzlion convention.

Is it not curious that we of the 20th cen-
tury, with a vast knowledge of science
belind ws, chould be blind to further
wonders in the skies above? Men
thrcughout the world have been branded as
mad or mistaken when they have reported
huving seen strange sights in the heavens,
Mazity men have seen these sights and have
not been mistaken. Whe are we to doubt
their word? Who are Governments that
darc to ridicule the honest? Not long
ago the Loch Ness morster was regarded
as a fable, but now cur feading naturalist
says that it (or they, possitly) probably
exists. Why, then, should unidentificd
flying objects be any harder to believe,
especially as they have been seen far more
frequently? My Lords. of course they
exist. Only a few weeks ago a Palermo
policeman photogranhed one, and four
Italian Navy officers aboard a light patrol
boat in the Adriztic, in the early hours of
the meining, saw a 300-yard long fiery
craft rising from the sea and disappesring
into the sky. 0Odd, strange, frightening,

UFOs ate and where they come from, so
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should these wen of law enforeement ond
dofence Yie?  Of eonrse, taey did not lis,
Whe should thev: especicthy og in tis cass
their sighting vwos backed un by men from
« nearky radar station wilo saw it, o,

s

Each year there ar: many sightings of
UFOs throughout the world, Some of
them are very close at hand, while others
are not, but always the efieet upoa those
who see them is one of concern; and yet
this very point is igrnoc:d and ridiculed
by most Governments right arcund the
globe. In tie Uniied idingdem’s case,
those who report seeing Ut Os arc taken
to be misinformecd, misguided and rather
below par in intelligznce. If this is so,
why has some of my information on this
subject been given to me by the
Ministry of Technology? Why should
this Ministry wasts 1is time gathering
fulse information? Cf coursc, it i5 not
false information: it is data repcrizd by
civit and Air Forze pilots, policeraen,
sailors and members of the general
public who have all had personal ex-
perience which has intrigued and/or
frightened them.

My Lords, what are U¥Qs? I do not
know; and nor, iecmingly, do some
Governments: but these machines do exist
in one form or another, abstract or solid,
and they do travel at stunning speeds
which seem to defy proved natural
physics. Let the United Kingdem be
told by Her Malesty’s Government the
rea! details on U~0s so far as they know
them, for by continued silence the position
only becomes worse. Only a few weeks
ago a UFO was seen near Kingussie, in
the Highlands, and a few acres of Ashdown
Forest were burned by another one. Is it
safe to go on ignoring these appearances?
Who is to know whers they come from?
But come they have. If we accept, then,
that UFOQOs exist, we must next wonder
how they operate. Tteir motive power
would be of huge help to our transport and
industrial life, for they apparently fly
without wings at varying speeds from
dead-slow to incredible ones, and cven
hover silently. This kind of information
is above price, and therefore we as a
country should make every effort to collect
every scrap of information that we caa.
1 therefore ask this Government to make
the study of UFQOs respectable by sstting
up a bureau that can be approached by all
and sundry without any red tape or
opposition, in an attempt to clear the air.

iy
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Pvery sizhting and landing must be
theroughly investimased by the bureay,
i1 co-oporaticn with the pelice, the
Foval Air Feres, the radar people and
the firitish-based UFO investigators.

The ncble Lord, Lord Strabolgl, who
is to wind up this debate, is no doubt
sympathetic to the reasons for these
speaches, for it has become patently
covious fo a greai many people that this
subject has got to the puint when Covern-
menal explanations must be forthcoming,.
A grealer measure of open governmient is
long overdue, and bringing the UFQO saga
into the realm of respectability would
be one way of achieving this, in part.
I suspect that the British Government do
have a Department studying UFO sight-
ings, for why else shouid they bother 10 go
to such trotsle to pubiicly debunk reporisd
ones il they are of no interest o them?
Quite apart from the fact that the Govern-
ment have not admitted to the existence
of UFJs, these machines are potentiaily
dangerous. They give ofl blinding light,
crippiing rays and sometimes beams that
immobilise humans; they start forest fires,
eradicate crops and cause great distress
to animals. [f the British population was
aware of this, they could sometimes take
precautions.  UFOs have been with us
for many generations, so is it not about
tirae that we officially recogniscd their
existence and treated reports as less of a
hot poiato than hitheito?

Before the noble Earl, Lord Halsbury,
takes me to task once again on the subject
of soniz booms, I have one suggested
answer to the question why these high-
speed UFOs do not produce sonic booms.
It is thought that these craft can produce a
near vacuum envelope around themselves,
which in turn would allow them virtually
volimited speed because they would thus
be free of nearly all normal resistance,
as they would be flying within it. Not
being a scientist, I cannot enlarge upon
this explanaticn, but I hope it is of some
assistance to the noble Earl,

9.14 p.m.

Lord GAINFORD: My Lords, first
may I add my congratulations to my noble
friend Lord Oxfuird for his brilliant
maiden speech. I hope that we are going
to hear him many times again because it is
quite obvious from what we have heard
from him this evening that he is going to
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[Lord Gainford.]
receive every possibie encouragement to
take part in many debates in the future.
My main contribution to this debate is to
assure the noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, of
any support that I can give. If we are
going to have a study group in vour
Lordships” House [ shall be glad to be a
volunteer to take part whenever I have the
opportunity. T also thank him and others
for initiating this debate, and for the
pleasure of having such a refreshing subject
to discuss in the midst of the present
period of crices and strikes.

I am the 10th person to speak in this
debate. I have noticed that so {ar none of
your Lordships have actually reported a
sighting, so here goes! I am going to stick
my neck out, open my big mouth and
trust I am not going to put my foot in it!
Isaw a UFO a little while ago. 1t was on
31st December about 8§ p.m. All right,
my Lords, have a good laugh, it was
Hogmanay! Up in Argyll it was a New
Year’s Eve party and somebody said there
was something funny flying across the sky.
Fifteen of us came out to have a look,
including some children. They had been
drinking soft drinks anyway! The object
was like a bright white ball with a touch
of red followed by a white cone. In fact
the whole object had the appearance of a
small comet. It was heading eastwards
and seemed rather Jow in the sky, passing
over the hills between Loch Sweyne and
Loch Fyne. The position from which w
viewed it was outside the village of Tay-
vallich in Argyllshire on the West coast
of Scotland about the same latitude as
Glasgow.

As the ball disappeared into the distance
it seemed to divide into two parts. It
may have been a comet or a meteorite,
but I should like to know what it really
was. It would have been very beneficial
if there had been some sort of centre to
which I could write or telephone to report
such an incident. No doubt setting up
such an organisation would be an invita-
tion to pranks, but for starting such a
centre I suggest that volunteers could
readily be found from the ranks of the
former Civil Defence Service and/or the
Royal Observer Corps. The Royal Ob-
server Corps still exists but it has literally,
if not metaphorically, gone underground
where it is preparing to report and advise
on nuclear fallout in the case of war,

[LORDS ]

Flying Objects 1288

and who have not yet disappeared from
the scene who could make valuable uge
of their past experience in establishing
centres in vacious districts throughout the
counttry—and 1 do not suggest that we
start opening up the old observer posts
in the countryside—to receive and analyse
any reported sightings from the public.
Such people with a sense of responsibility
could, with a little experience, sift the
genulne reports from the false.

Suggesting that such an organisation
be set up, particularly at times like these,
can naturally give rise to a protest about
the waste of public money; but volunteers
who might be willing to work for a few
hours are quite prepared to do it for very
small remuneration, if any at all. T have
mentioned the Civil Defence Service, and
I did not know whether or not [ should
declare an interest, but { was a member of
it during the ’sixties and I was one of
many who were bitterly disappointed when
it had to go into abeyance. 1 recall
particularly the comradeship and the
sense that we were doing a useful job for
the community.

If [ had the time and opportunity, I
should enjoy volunteering for working
in a UFO information centre, if that
might be a suggested name for the
organisation that would be required. I
shall be interested to hear the surnmings
up in this debate. 1 can give no explana-
tion why there should be these phenomena
concentrated within particularly the past
32 years as was confirmed by the noble
Earl, Lord Clancarty, and these flying
saucers in the year 1947 when the phrase
was coined; but I would just accentuate
what has been said before and add that
if they are man-made or some astronomical
feature, and provided there is no risk of
any security breach, then the public have
a right to know about them.

9.20 p.m.

The Earl of HALSBURY: My Lords,
in common with everyone else who has
spoken, 1 should like to thank the noble
Earl, Lord Clancarty, for giving us an
opportunity to have, as it were, a scamper
over the course and exchange views on
this very interesting and controversial
topic. At the same time, I should like
to congratulate the noble Viscount on
his maiden speech, which was obviously

But there are many who used to serve it

o

a very well thought out and well assemble
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st of considerations, which augurs well
for his future in your Lordships® House,
where 1 know he iy already welcome.

At the risk of capping the storics of
the noble Lord. Lord Gainford, { shauid
like to tell your Lordships about some of
the sightings I have seen. 1 will order
them in terms of my curriculum vitae,

eginning at the age of six, when I saw
an angel. T do not know whether it was
the noble Lord, Lord Davies of Leek,
who mentioned angels, or whether it
was the noble Lord, Lord Trefgarne, or
the noble Farl, Lord Kimberley; but it
is perfectly true that there was my
guardian angel sitting on the edge of my
bed. Naturally, with the imagination of
a child, I clothed this presence in human
form with a large pair of feathery wings.
This presence proceeded to rebuke me for
ipitiating a practicc which it said would
get me into trouble if T persisted in it.
Having remembered the rebuke all my
life and acted upon it, I am not preparcd
to deny the reality of the presence that
was there with me. This should be a
sufficient answer to the noble Earl—I see
1 have put him to flight—who thinks that
if scientists come across something they
cannot explain they are afflicted with a
kind of vertigo. On the contrary, we
welcome something we cannot explain
because it is a new phenomenon which, as
it were, stretches our capacities and brings
out something in us.

The next item came along in year two
of World War 1. 1 was about ¢ight years
old, and the next thing that I sighted
were Zeppelins. I used to go out after
dark into the garden of the house where
we lived and come back reporting the
number of Zeppelins I had seen. What
1 had seen, in my interpretation of it, a
Zeppelin—it was a large illuminated
cigar-shaped object. In fact what I was
looking at was the lenticular shape that
the perspective of a searchlight thrown
‘on to a cloud-base makes, and I was
interpreting it as a Zeppelin and I was
telling my parents how many Zeppelins
I had seen.

! The next one is sundogs and this fits

1
i

very closely with what the noble Lord,
Lord Davies of Leek, was saying about
Macbeth’s dagger and the laser holeo-
graphic reconstruction of things which
really are not there. What sort of an
interpretation would somebody who had
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never 1ead about these or read about them
put upon sundogs? Most people have
not scen them or read about them. I
was forinnate enough to have read about
them: and to have known the explanation
before | saw the st

When you look at a cloud with drops
of water, you are locking at a diffuse
reflection of the sun but il instead of
there being drops of water in the cloud
there are drops of ice, and if they were
formed under ineteorsiogical conditions
where all the facets of the crystals happen
to be parallel as they fail through a rising
stream so that they arc remaining roughly
stationary, the effcct is of a rather dilute
mirror, if one can so describe it If the
sun is up there, you see it actually reflected
in this imaginary mirror down through
the cloud, and one does not expect to
sce the sun looking down In this direction.
Still fess does one expect to perceive it
travelling along beside one. Furthermore,
one is not accustomed to focusing onc’s
eyes on infinity in that particular direction.
The only times it would be appropriate
to do so would be if you were standing
on top of a skyscraper where the vanishing
point would be down here instead of over
there, and it makes you rather dizzy.

Seeing a sky dog is a rather uncanny
sort of phenomenon. You cannot focus
on it properly; it does not seem to be
anywhere in particular, It is flying along
beside you—and what sort of terms would
a person, who had never seen it before
or read about it, report it in? I think that
they would be rather bewildered. They
might report it just as a child would
report the vision of an angel as having
human form and feathery wings, So it
might easily be reported as anything that
they had read about. .

I now come to the green flash. I was
about 20 and a student, and there was
a controversy in the pages of The Times
and in the correspondence columns of
Nature about the green flash. What is
it? Under certain rather rare atmospheric
conditions, the last glim of the sefting
sun suddenly flashes brilliant emerald
green. When [ was a student 50 years
ago, this phenomenon- was not really
established. It was possible to have a
controversy as to whether there was
such a phenomenon. People wrote to
The Times saying that they had seen it.
I remember on¢ man who said that he
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had seen it when sitting by the shore off

Bombay. It was eventually photographed
during the International Geophysical Year,
the IGY, some years ago.

However, before that 1 saw it myself

in rather odd circumstances, after having
read about it. 1 was bird watching in
the far North-West of Scotland, by a sea
foch called Loch Glencoul, near a little
village called Drumbeg, where there is a
cliff path. On that cliff path, there is a
bench for the convenience of people who
want to sit down and admire the view.
Another traveller, a visitor to the district,
was sitting upon the bench when 1 sat

down and, by a chance coincidence, we :

were both using the sume type of Hensholt
binoculars and we got talking about our
binoculars. There was a spectacular
sunset, and when the sun was very low
and it was safe to look at it through
‘binoculars, 1 said to my fellow traveller,

“Let us see if we can watch the green

flash . So we trained our bincculars
and this very rare meteorological pheno-
menon actually happened when | had
just said to a fellow bird watcher, * Let
us have a ook to see if it happens .
What would tnat person have made of it
if 1 had not been there, just by chance,
to iell him what the green Hash wus
about?

Lastly, 1 come to ball lightning. 1
have never secen ball lightning, but the
description one reads of it is so coberent,
so similar in all cases, 1hat one must accept
it as a phenomenon which occurs regularly
in nature, though we cannot reproduce
it in pature and attempts to reproduce it
in the laboratory are, to my mind,
unconvincing, There is no theory of it.
It appears to take the form of a football-
shaped mass of glowing gas which hops
around or, if it has a chance, gets on to a
conductor such as the rail in the gallery
here and migrates along the conductor
until it finally disappears with a bang.
It has never been satisfactorily photo-
graphed, to my knowledge. If it has
been, then the photograph must be a
fairly recent oue, and, as I say, it has not
been reproduced. But this, again, should
assure the noble Earl, Lord Kimberley,
that, faced with an unknown phenomenon
which 1 cannot explain, T do not get
vertigo. 1 should be delighted to go
ball lighining watching, as 1 go bird
watching.

¥
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i Lord DAVIES of LEEK: My Lords,
. may I ask the noble Farl one question?
; Has he ever seen & mirage?  That is
. easily explicable, and one can also see i
easily,

The Earl of HALSBURY: Yes, my
Lords, and one can repreduce a mirage
| in the laboratory. You have a long trav
. of sand with bunsen burners underneath
it, and you lock at it from onc end. I;
is quite a reproducible kind of phenomen.
| Science deals with material objects—
! things such as atoms and molecules:
. material processes—things such as the
. emission and absoption of radiation;
and material forces—things such as the
| force fields which couple the objects to
i the processes. But if things are ot
| material, then science has nothing to say,
i If you want to know what is the con-
i sciousness of o mind, I do not think
. science can either answer the question,
on the one hand, or say whether it is a
. proper question, on the ather hand,
| Therefore. from the scientific point of

view, 1 can deal only with the assumption

that these are material objects, and, if they
i are material objects, then, if they travel
at the kind of speeds that are alleged,

|
!
!

1
i
1

|
i
|
! why do they not make supersonic bangs
! when travelling above Mach 1?7 The,
|
!

noble Lord, Lord Davies of Leek, made

this point, and the noble Lord, Lord

Rankeiilour, also made it. [ should like
{ to go into the point in a little more depth.
; We customarily express the speeds of
i fast moving objects in terms of Mach
numbers. Mach 1 is the speed of sound
appropriate to temperature and pressure
where the sound is being propagated.
In terms of miles per hour, it is not a
constant figure, but the advantage of using
it as a parameter is that no matter what the
temperature and pressure may be, Mach 1
is the speed at which the kinetic energy of
a moving object—that is, the power to
pack punch—is equal to its thermal
energy.  This is an unstable condition.
The least disturbance to these unstable
conditions entails the converison of kinetic
encrgy into thermal energy with a bang, and
this is what is called the shock wave. If
one takes a cross section through a shock
wave, there is a rise in pressure, tempera-
ture and entropy. There is complete
discontinuity. That must happen when a
material object is moving at Mach 1 or

above through any medium.
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The answar to the guestion put by the
pable Lord, Lord Rankeillour—1 have
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' fiction, Out of the Silent Pianet, Perelandra,

not had very long to think it out because ¢
he sprung it an me 45 a bit of a surprise— -

Is this. I you were to creale & vacuum,
what would happen to the air vou had dis-
placed? Would you pull it in in front
and push it out behind? If that is your
mneans of travelling through the medium.

you are merely moving some air back- | ] '
. together in the same universe. I have

wards at the speed of sound, and it would
create a supersonic bang just the same.
Customarily, very often we hear two
bangs because there is & bow wave and a
stern wave from the moving object. Some-
times the bailg degenerates into a rumble,
just as a thunderclap degenerates into a
rumble. Any noble Lords who have bee
uncomfortably close to a lightening bolt
are aware that it makes a very pronounced
bang as the spark flies through the air.

- If these arc material objects and if they
are moving at the speeds alleged, I cannot

* see them doing othér than making a bang,

so either they are not material objects or

‘they are not moving at the speeds alleged,
i in which case the speeds are some kind of

optical iflusion. This throws doubt upon
the rest of the reports that we received upon
them.

In this week’s New Scientist, published
today, there is a report from New Zealand,
and I should like to read to your Lordships
a passage from it:

* Classic conditions for false reflections of
radar beams "—
this tunes m very much with what the
noble Lord, Lord Trefgarne, said—-

 existed in the atmosphere over New Zealand on
the nights that the UFQOs were spotted at the end
of December, Christchurch meteorologist, Dr.
Neil Cherry, has reported. UFOs were both
spotted on radar and seen by an airline pilot, and a
brilliant liglt was subsequently filmed by an
airborne TV crew ™.

There is nothing in that report tosuggest
whether the optical sightings and the radar
sightings came from the same point, or on
the same alignment, or at the same time.
We shall have to wait until the details
become available.

I was much impressed by everything
that the right reverend Prelate the Bishop
of Norwich had to say on this matter and
by some of the things which the noble
Lord, Lord Davies of Leek, had to say,
too. I do not think that anybody who
reads the C. S. Lewis trilogy of space

HL 8 Q2

and Fhat Hideous Strength, will ever have
his faith disturbed by doing so. C. S.
Lewis, who was o profoundly Christian
apologist, wrote the most marvellous space
fiction of a complex universe, in which
some of the created species were tempted
and fallen, like ourselves; others were

. tempted and unfallen; and others were

untempted. And they all had to live

always regarded the deeps of space and the
imniense time that it would take to travel
from one inhabited world 1o another as
being a kind of divine quarantine to
prevent created beings from interfering
with one another's cultures until they are
civilised enough and mature enough to
reach the point when they no longer want
to do so. Too much of our science
fiction is taken up with the supposition
that vastly superior beings to ourselves
are motivated by the same rather un-
worthy commercial motives as ours,
and that they want to steal our coal mines
or our water or set up imperialisms.

The little piece of fiction that I have
always enjoyed most concerned a flying
saucer which was hovering slowly in a
circle round Central Park in New York
and all the security forces turned out in
order to do something about it. As it
went round, it became more and more
clear that it was going round in a spiral
and not a circle and as the spiral grew
smaller so the flying saucer grew smaller
until it was very littic more than the size
of a waistcoat button going round the
head of a maiden in New York Central
Park. All the security forces converged on
her because it was clear from the expres-
sion on her face that she was receiving a
message, at which she smiled. Finally,
the waistcoat button fell on to the path
and was picked up and proved to be a
waistcoat button and the security forces
converged upon the maiden and bullied
her into telling them—and she did not
want to—what the flying saucer had told
her. She said ““ T don’t want to, because it
will spoil it all.” They said ‘“ Never mind,
it may be very important for the security
of the United States . She said ““ Well.
all it said was ‘ Don’t be unhappy; you
are not the only lonely object in the
universe’.” [ think that is a much more
comforting thought with which to approach
the subject of flying saucers than to sup-
pose that they are engaged in some kind
of imperialism,
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[The Earl of Halsbury.] something, but of course we are precisely on ths
Personally I have always believed, with | saying that if they are unidentified fying how gre
the noble Lord, Lord Davies of Leck. in | objects. we do not know what they are, have ju
the Lochness monster. He is not the | So I quite agree, let us dismiss the concent Even
only person to believe in it. He was anti- | of flving saucer equals UFO to start with, . estimaic
cipated by Keats and I am quite sure that, | Let us try to take a slightly more scientific | and met
when the poet wrote the line, approach. { of these
_** Thou still unravished bride ofquicm.ess ”,' I would not dream of speaking in this W gwica:}
he must have had the monster in mind. | debate had 1 not asked my very good ying
Of course he did not go into it in great | frjend and neighbour in the Cheshire What
detail ; he did not tell us whether the | yijloge of Swettcnham, Sir Bernard Lovell, between
monster was viviparous or oviparous. It | FeJiow of the Roval Society and Nuflield j and the
may, of course, lay eggs, but if unravished, | Professor of Radio Astronomy, to be “is low 2
then infertile, and that is perhaps why there | gaod enough to brief me at Manchester shining
is only one of it. [ have always thought University Department of Radio Astron- it does
that just as mother, when baking bread, omy at Jodrell Bank, of which he is the " other t
leaves a little of the dough over in order | Director. I went there two days ago and solar sy
that the children may make funny little | what I am about to say to your Lordships even ti
men with raisins for tummy buttons and | is based entirely upon that round table spotted
put them into ovens and bake them along- meeting with Sir Bernard and the members read th
side the bread or the cake for the day, so | of his senior staft at Jodrell Bank. OFf It was
possibly on the day of creation a little of | 4if the thousands of reports of sightings Venus
the Divine creative power was left in | that have.been made, whenever it has been have &
reserve ‘for the lesser cherubim and possible to make an investigation they " of the
seraphim to use and they were allowed to | have been found to be natucal phenomena, just pos
make funny little objects like the Abo- | or in some instances, I regret {o say, pure inthis F
minable Snowman and the Lochness myth. Over the United Kingdom, Jodrell face it,
monster, and therefore by the grace of | Bank’s radio telescope, the first and still the mis
God since this is an orderly universe and | one of the most powerful in the world, and par
a home is provided for everything, so the | hasobserved thousands of possible subjects by all n
snows of Tibet were created for the benefit | for identification as UFOs, but not a ; “Jaws "
of the Yeti and Lochness was created for | single one has proved other than natural |  confuse
the monster, phenomena. I would ask the noble Earl, study.
_ : Lord Kimberley, to take the point on |  too far.
"~ Lord HEWLETT: My Lords, I join | board. If UFOs, as he suggested, defy i make v
other noble Lords in congratulating the | human knowledge, how do we really S stock b
noble Viscount, Lord Oxfuird, upon his | know by what possible means or possible i
maiden speech but I run the terrible risk | background they even exist at all? ‘ O_ne ¢
of being accused by the noble Lord, Lord . . ! stations
Davi f Leek, of being an anthro- Let us get matters into pcrspecttve3 my : statistic
avies o , g L " , N : .
. A ords, I beg you. At least 10,000 pieces : has bet
pological arrogant specimen. 1 am not of brok ockets of American and i 10 year
quite sure what that means, and I am not R poken up rock L American an : yeat
uite sure that he knows what it means. ussian onigin are xnown to exist in for me
4 A space and maybe there are many thousands ! UFOs t
: more, and occasionally they do plough { made,
-Lord DAVIES of LEEK: Oh! back into the atmosp}{ere a)rlxd bu;r)n u%). ‘ seen ai
o . . Those must account, I think your. Lord- i has bec
Lord HEWLETT: All right, I am | ships would agree, for at least some of : and as
prepared to stand by it. 1 am on_ly sorry the so-callqd sightings of UFQs. Nagure i as we
to appear to be a veritable Daniel in a | does provide fireballs, yes, meteorites, | solar s
lions” den of UFO believers and to spoil | which bombard the earth at a rate of half If ther
the fun, and | have no doubt that today's | a ton a day. Just take a tiny country i noble 1
flights of--dare [ say it?—fancy will | like Holland. One hundred rocks the i of cou:
command far more attention than our | size of your fist come through the atmos- x delightc
debate yesterday upon British industry, | phere and hit that country in one year. annour
which scarcely made today’s Press at all. | Consider Holland in relation to the size it was J
More's the pity. Of course, there is a | of the whole of the world’s surface and the Sp
danger in terminology and in gross | you must surely realise that we are under cleverh
assumptions. Many noble Lords have | constant bombardment, not with UFOs atmosy
spoken as though UFOs were actually is som

#»

but with meteorites. A detailed study



GHeent

RISHIY is;
o F{O to start with,
tity more scientific

o

i speaking in this
cd my very good

iu the Cheshire
>15 Bernard Lovell,
wiety and Nuflield
\sironomy, (o be
me at Manchester
of Radio Astron-
of which he is the
two days ago and
to your Lordships
that round table
i and the members
odrell Bank. Of
ports of sightings
:enever it has been
avestigation they
itural phenomena,
egret (o say, pure

Kingdom, Jodrell
the first and still
ful in the world,
I possible subjects
FOs, but not a
ther than natural
k the noble Earl,
ke the point on
> suggested, defy
v do we really
ieans or possible
1st at all?

' perspective, my
ast 10,000 pieces
{ American and
wn to exist in
many thousands
they do plough
¢ and burn up.
unk your. Lord-
L least some of
UFOs. Nature
fes, meteorites,
at a rate of half
a liny country
fred rocks the
ugh the atmos-
Y in one year.
ion to the size
s surface and
t we are under
ot with UFOs
detailed study

1297 " Unidentified

on the Cansdian prairies has displayed |
how great is this bomburdment which | !

have just described over a wide area.
Iven more staggering is the fact that it is

. estimated that 8,000 million pieces of stouc
i and metal come to earth annually, many

.t of these burning up on arrival and these
\ give cause for these reports of unidentified
- flying objects.

What is noticeable is the cluse correlation
between the position of the planet Venus
: and the reports of UFOs, for when Venus
j 18 low and bright in the sky and when it is
! shining through thick mist or thin cloud
{ it does much more resemble something
" other than our next door planet of the
solar system. Why, indeed, we are told
even the great President Carter has
spotted one, but it is a pity we did not
read the rest of the subsequent report.
It was later discovered that that was
Venus precisely in those conditions I
have described. If the great President
of the United States can be wrong, it is
just possible the few noble Lords remaining
in this House tonight might be, too. Let us
face it, we all would love to escape from
the miseries and frustrations of our world,
and particularly in these recent past days.
by all means go and see ** Star Wars ™ or
“Jaws ” or any other myth, but do not
confuse that with very serious scientific
study. That is carrying romance a little
too far. We must make sure we do not
make your Lordships’ House a laughing
stock by doing so.

One of the most advanced experimental
stations at Jodrell Bank—just take these
statistics on board please, my Lords—
has been on watch 24 hours a day for
30 years. Do you not think it reasonable
for me to suggest that if there were
UFOs at least one claim would have been
made, but cvery single thing that has been
seen and observed by radio astronomy
has been identified as natural phenomena
and as occurring from the universe itself
as we know it—I do not say from the
solar system; I say from our universe.
If there were something in it—and the
noble Earl, Lord Halsbury, is so right—
of course the scientists would have been
delighted to come forward with an
announcement to that effect. After all,
it was Jodrell Bank that managed to locate
the Sputnik when the Russians, who so
cleverly launched it, lost track of it in the
atmosphere. So do not think that this
is some denigrating comment by the
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scientific lobby and some nasty, cheap
debunking exercise.  No, my Lords. We
must take a scrious scientific view of the
actual surveys and of what has been
discovered,

Lord DAVIES of LEEK: My Lords,
I am delighted to hear what the noble
Lord says. However, I beg the noble Lord
to remember that there are other scientists
who say that of course we know that there
are meteorites— there have becn for the
whole of time —-but there are some factors
outside that range which justify (and this
is all we ask) an attempt at identification.
There is no difficulty in identifying
meteorites. We are not asking for that:
we are asking for the identification of other
types of phenomena.

Lord HEWLETT: My Lords, that
promptly begs ihe question. — That 1
precisely what § am saying. The identi-
cations that have been made are not
necessarily of individual meteorites: they
are of endemic poriions of rockeis and so
on. During 30 years study and a constant

watch for 24 hours a day there has been

not a single sighting of any description
which could possibly or remotely be
considered worthy of serious study as a
UFO. Every single thing has been
explicable. With all respect, it is no use
noble Lords saying that this is not a
convenient answer: we must find some
things that are not explicable. Iam telling
your Lordships and it is perfectly fair.
Your Lordships may say  Scientists ™.
I am quoting one of the leading world,
radio astronomers—indeed, probably the
leacing world radio astronomer. Frankly,
scientists can be anything from a B.Sc.
London University, passed yestetday.
However, 1 am talking about 30 years
experience of radio astronomy and a
professorship of the highest standing and
order in the whole world. Both the
United States and the Soviet Union come
to Sir Bernard at Jodrell Bank for
assistance." C .

Lord DAVIES of LEEK: My Lords,
nobody is denigrating what the noble
Lord is saying, but he is off beat here.
All we are saying is that there are some of
these phenomena that need investigation—
that is all.

Lord HEWLETT: My Lords, perhaps
the noble Lord could show me just one

ey e g s
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phenomenon which requires—-—JF have !

given way a good number of times and I
should be grateful if the noble Lord would
let ‘me finish my seatence. [ am saying
that Jodrell Bank. which covers the whale
of the United Kingdom, has been on watch
for 30 years. It is probably the most
powerful radio telescope in the world.
With great respect, if it has found nothing
whatsoever to report in a positive way
then, for the noble Lord, Lord Davies of
Leek, to throw at me, * some scientists
think that...” is not good enough.

Lord DAVIES of LEEK: My Lords,
we must not take more time.

Lord HEWLETT: No my Lords, we
must not, so ! fear that the noble Lord
must give way to the argument. [ shall
give way to the noble Earl Lord Kimberley.
I knew that I should have a rough time!

The Earl of KIMBERLEY: My Lords,
does the noble Lord not think it con-
ceivable that Jodrell Bank says that there
are no UFOs because that is what it has
been told to say?

Lord HEWLETT: I certainly think it
inconceivable—absolutely and completely
inconceivable. I have known this
scientist personally for more than 30
years. 1 would wnot dreain of going
along for a briefing, so to speak, on the

{LORDS |
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| trying to prove the existence of nothing
or that something does not exist. [ am
saying that in the scientific evidence so
far—aund 1 can deal enly in detail with
i the United Kingdom-—there is no evidence
| whatever from the greatest radio telescope
{ of a single UFO. | think that the
attitudes of defence ¢stablishments world-
wide, even including the Soviet Union,
, are probably wise: they must display the
| antithesis of over-confidence and com-
placeney, lest there should perchance be
some new arm of warfare that they have
not adequateiy explored or even entered.
Particularly did this attitude apply in
the first decade after the Sccond World
War when, frankly, the start of the
“cold war™ and the intense fear of the
Saviet Union’s possible aggression against
i the West whenwe were the sole possessors

of atomic weapons, must have provoked
such a degrce of fntense interest in the
possibility of a new arm of wurfare.

I am sorry that the right reverend
Prelate the Bishon of Norwich is not
here, but [ am glad that the noble Lord,
Lord Trefgarne. is on the Opposition
Front Bench. I quote from Sir Bernard:

“ Whether we are the only peoole in the
universe is entirely another maatter. That is a
subject of very serious importance and is being
investigated .

But there is no direct connection between
the possibility of other persons occupying
other bodies, cither within or outside
our own solar system. However, one

estimnation that he was to con me or that | thing is quite clear: there is an infinitesimal

[ was some tool of the CIA to kid your ;

Lordships. Please do not let us carry
this fantasy too far. I shall deal with
one or two other aspects of the noble
Earl’s speech and then he shall see some
correlation to the whole of my argument.

Let us turn to the defence interests of
the Pentagon and other Western defence
establishments. When they have been
challenged they have refused to say that
UFOs do not exist. Nor have they said
that UFOs do exist. They are not com-
mitted. We are all men of the world and
frankly there are advantages in making an
international over-estimate of the possible
potential strength of one's potential
enemy and his ability to combat one in

chance that there exists other people who
could be within our time-frame—and 1
refer of course to the statements made by
the noble Lord, Lord Gladwyn, and the
noble Earl, Lord Halsbury—who would
be able to spend perhaps ten or hundreds
of light years getting liere and who would
have survived that length of time in those
atrocious conditions and entered our earth
atmosphere assuming that they are some
sort of humanity and have some form of
flving saucer, or whatever our [riends
proclaim it is. How could they possibly
meet us in those circumstances? Let us
take the million-to-one possibility that
they could. Do your Lordships mean to
tell me that they could get so close to us

_sectors in which one cannot adequately !
ireply. I think that it would be most |
lunwise of any defence establishment to

{ make a categorical denial of UFOs, and !
; equaliy foolish of me to do so. 1am not !

Y

as to be sighted, but be incapable of any
form of communication or identification
whatever? No, [ am sorry.

[ have listened most carefully to every-
thing that has been said. The noble

3
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Larls, Lord Clancarty and Lord }\mx‘wr’w
have cly nmd sightings from times befer

Chins roh the Middle Aoss o e
the p!%un d y. ihose nobie Carls | Know
full woll that the omount of scientifle
knowledge in the Middie Ages, and pardi-
cularly before the times of Christ. Simply
did not allow a tcnable theory that they
had that degree of knowledge to be able

to understand any of the pheoomena

that we Know today. Indeed, in the las‘t
30 years there has been a dramatic change
in the sum total of knowledge in this ﬁd
Ne doubt that is why Jedrell Bank can
proclaim that thr‘y have had no evidence
of sightings of any description which are
not perfectly explicable as natural pheno-
mena within our own universe.

I am sorry, the cxistence of UFOs is
even more fanciful than Gilbert and
Sullivan’s Iolanthe—charming indecd, but
I am afraid a joke upon your Lordships’
House. 1 am alraid that some of 1ny
noble friends join the fat-carthers, who
will make the best playmates for this

' particular Jobby. We have a duty to the

country to cxplode the myth. Tonight
we have been carried away in realms of
fascination and delight, but they have
precious little to do with the facts. [
suggest that the myth must be exploded.
We must return to work in this dreary
old world and the difficulties we are in.
But I beg vour Lordships, and in particular
the nobw Lord, Lord Strabolgi, for
heavens' sake, no more Government
Departments of inquiries. That alone
we should be spared as the result of this
excellent debate.

9.55 p.m.

The Earl of CORK and ORRERY: My
Lords, I hope that the noble Earl, Lord
Clancarty, will not be cast down by the
speech to which he has just listened. I
mysclf must confess that 1 know re-
markably little about unidentified flying
objects. T know a few things about them.
I know quitc a bit, and I have learned
more since the beginning of this debate,
about attitudes towards them. They are
almost as interesting in some ways. There
is one type of attitude towards them that
I view with respect, and that is the attitude
represented by people who call themselves,
or perhaps to be fair are called by others,
“ ufologists . 1 do not know whether
the noble Earl will accept that word.
I ratber hope he would not.

|
i
|
{
|
|
|
1
I
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] admit the charm, the satisfaction, and
the neatnezs of UFO as—rhis is the word
the noblz Lord, Lord Dovies of Lezk, is
so good at--at acronym. coming from
tunideatifizd flying ohject ™. But it
unfortunately leads to a word which to
dmc%p"nilul nersons, and there are some
about, might be suspected as criginating
somewhete between illiteracy and the
purely silly: rather as thowegh a keen
student of the affairs of the . United
Nations should describe himself as a
“ Unologist *, and his interest ** Unology ™.
That would have been severely distressing
to my late lamented friend Lord Couesfoxd,
and indeed to me,

If therc is an agency set up for collecting
and correlation of information, as I hope
there will be, T suppose it could be called
“ Ufo iafo 7, which would have a certain
elfin charm. But I am admittedly being
absurd, and being so on purpose. T am
doing it for defensive reasons, and I hope
that the noble Earl will not think that I
am being offensive. T am not. I hope
that somebody will think of a better
word. There is in fact a Greek word
*“ téras °, meaning a portent in the sense
of a marvel or wonder, which would
generate quite nicely a teratologist, or
teratology. In fact I am not surc that
teratology is not in the dictionary as the
study of monsters. It is not a word that
is widely used. It is not on cveryone’s
lips very often, and it wouid not really
matter if it were taken over to refer to
portents. There is a precedent for this
kind of thing, in television. As noble
Lords will know, television originally
meant, before it meant what it means now
in the familiar sense as we understand
it, clairvoyance, and nobody finds any
confusion now. Whatever it may be
known as, let us proceed and not waste
time.

1 must make a remark—nobody has
done so so far, 1 suspect rather to his
surprise—about the speech of my noble
friend Lord Trefgarne. If he had been
speaking as a private Back-Bencher 1
would probably have not said anything,
but he was speaking from the Dispatch
Box. Therefore, he presumably represeunts
the views of the Party to which I belong.
It is a view I wish to disown entirely,
because if a Party of any magnitude
cannot produce better views than that on
a serious subject, I confess I am ashamed

iyi»,
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of it. If this represents all that the
Conservative Party can produce in the
way of thinking on what is undoubtedly
a serious subject, whatever your opinion
about it may be, then this is deplorabie.

if the noble Lord really thinks that
there is no serjous interest or belief taken
nowadays in witcheraft, perhaps he does
not read the right ncwspapers, but 1 can
assure him that this is far from true. He
is not a believer in unidentified flying
objects. “1 am no believer in UFQOs ”,
he said. I do not know how you can not
belicve in UFOs. You can take it for
granted, if your mind takes a leap ahead,
that by an unidentified flying object
something is-intended that is supposed to
have originated in cuter space, and you
can say you do not believe in that. But
1 do not know what it implies to say that
you do not believe in an unidentified
ilying object. You do not believe in the
object? You do not believe in its flying?
You do not believe it is unidentified?
There are things that are unidentified.
Perhaps we are not trying. 1 do not think
it is reasonable to say that they do not
exist. Nobody, except my noble friend
Lord Hewleit, has seriously contended
that they do not exist. The question is,
what are they?

Lord TREFGARNE: I am pleased my
noble friend has allowed me to intervene,
my Lords, because he has been very caustic
about what 1 had to say. I do not deny
the existence of unidentified flying objects.
I simply say that most of them are iden-
tifiable, that some are not objects at all
but simply a trick of the light or a meteo-
rological ‘phenonemon—I think that is so
in many cases—and that I agree one
cannot deny the existence of unidentified
flying objects. It is simply a question of
how we identify them.

The Earl of CORK and ORRERY:
My Lords, [ take my noble friend’s point.
I am anxious not to misquote him, but he
also said that ufologists—it is difficult
not to use that word—referred to un-
explained sightings which would be
explained if only we had better evidence:
that was the gist of one part of my noble
friend’s argument. In other words, if we
had better evidence we should be able to
explain those sightings. That is the sole
point on which the noble Farl initiated

a%
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this debate. That is what he is asking for:
he wishes evidence to be collected,
collated, examined, evaluated and reported
on as to what these things are, and it js
notable that he himself did not say what
he thougtt they were. Other nobic Lords
have spoken as though he had said they
were fairics or I do not know what, when
in fact he said no such thing. I believe he
is a leading authority on these matters—
certainly he has studied them more closely
than anyone else of whom I have heard—-
and he must have exercised very great
restraint in this matter, and he is to be
congratulated on that as well as on
initiating the whole debate. ’

I once had an ancestor—I still have
him in a sense, in that he is stll my
ancestor although he is dead—-<alled
Robert Boyle who founded a “society
called the Royal Society. 1 feel that if he
rcturned to the rooms of that enor-
mously prestigious society now and found
that the present Royal Scciety contained
Fellows cf such erudition and charm as
the noble Earl, Lord Halsbury, he would
feel entirely at home; a man of the most
agreeable and totally nou-sceptical nature,
even if he did write a book called The
Sceptical Chemist.

The noble Ear! has done a service by
displaying before our very eyes the
scientist-philosopher who knows precisely
the limits of science and makes no effort
to go beyond them. Nor does he point the
finger of scorn at anyone else. He must
know, as others know, that it is impossible
to prove anything by negative evidence.
If you wish to prove that something is not
so you can do it only in logic—by proving
the existence of something that is so that
makes that first premise impossible. Thus,
vou cannot prove that any particular type
of flying object does not exist, and with
respect to my noble friend, the fact that
the Jodrell Bank telescope has not seen
something not only does not prove, but
is not even particularly good evidence,
that it was not there. 1 am prepared to
accept, if told, that the Jodrell Bank
telescope has been operating on a fre-
quency suited to the observation of
UFOs of one kind or another for the
last 30 years, but, until I am told that, I
shall be sceptical in that matter.

Lord HEWLETT: Let me be quite
clear about this, my Lords. I did not

say other than that Jodrell Bank had made
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meany thousands of sightings but had been |
able adequately to explain them awey as
natirai phenomeus from our own universe.

Usiidensified

The Farl of CORK and ORRERY: |
thought that J had my noble {riend right,
my Lords; in other words, the telescope
has not scen anything that was inexplic-
able. But I do not think that that is really
an argument that something does not
exist. The question is: what kind of
thing con it be? I hope that my noble
friend does pot think that I am going on
about him—I no longer am. How is it
possible to maintain more than a certain
degree of doubt in 19797

I remember, as may some other noble
Lords, one or two of whom may be present
in the Chamber, my predecessor who sat
in 1bis Housc. He was porn in the vear
1886. When he was born there were no
motor-bicycles or gramophones, fountain
pens, safety razovs or clectric trains.
Messrs. Daimler and Benz in Germany
were just putting the first petrol-driven car
on to the road, and Einstein, I think, was
eight years old. My noble and gallant
kinsman, when he finally left the active list
of the Navy at a very advanced age, had
lived into the age of the nuclear submarine,
having begun his first sea-going voyage
under sail. That was the band of progress
represented technologically in the lifetime
of one serving naval officer. What would
he have said had he been told that in my
lieftime—and I am not even all that near
the end of it, either—I should see men on
the moon; or computier technology carried
to the pitch that it has reached; or that
there would be such™ an outbreak of
wisdom foliowing Einstein and men like
Schrodinger, Heisenberg and others; or
the astonishing ascent of knowledge into
the atomic world?

" This has all happened in the lifetime
of many of us, and yet we sit here, some
of us, and say that marvels which have
been postulated by some, and which
indeed are less in magnitude than most of
ithose would have been to my uncle, are
impossible. We are not all saying that—
perhaps nobody is saying that—but the
argument is quite untenable. I have no
wish to express any view on what a UFO
may be. What I wish to say is that there
is no knowing what it is not. It may be a
product of some kind of sign language, as
the noble Earl, Lord Kimberley, men-

[18 JANUARY 1579 ]

tioned.® It may "be mechanical. It may

o
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be purely terrestrial. I doubt if it is
angels. - But I believe that, for the clearing
sp of mystary, for the removal of
doubt, for even the eliminating of some of
the dangers which may exist and to which
the right revereud Prelate reierred, some
kind of an open inquiry ought to be set up.
I am rather inclined to agree with the
noble Lord—TJ think that it was the noble
Lord, Lord Kings Norton—who said that
probably it should not be an intra-
sovernmental inguiry. 1 think it should
be somcting rather more open than that,
but it ought to take place. If a group is
set up within this House, as suggested by
the noble Earl himself, that would be
excellent. 1 should myelf be entirely in
favour of it. In any case, let us get this
matter cleared up and into the open, and
by zll means let us take it seriously,
because this is a serious subject.  Far teo
many peeple are taking it seriously for it
not to be a serious subject.

Finally, I wish to voice my most
sincere congratulations to my noble
friend who made his maiden speech this
afternoon. It is very impertinent of me
to congratulte him upon it, but I should
like to say how much 1 enjoyed it. I have
nqt yet said anything complimentary about
the noble Earl who initiated the debate.
I have left this to the end on purpose
because I think it may not be entirely
realised what a service he has done.
This is the first such debate that has
occurred in any society such as this par-
ticular one; and this society, by which I
mean this noble House of Parliament, is
probably the only legislative assembly in
the world in which it could happen. 1
hope that it will have repercussions which
will spread far beyond this Chamber.
What the outcome will be 1 do not
know, but, in initiating the ripples which
I hope will spread all over the surface of
the mill-pond, the noble Earl has done a
most valuable service.

10.10 p.m.

Lord STRABOLGI: My Lords, I
should like to join with the noble Eari,
Lord Cork and Orrery, in saying how
grateful we are to the noble Earl. Lord
Clancarty, for initiating this debate on
UFOs. Of course, the subject has been
of considerable interest in this country,
and I hope our discussions, which, as the
noble Earl rightly said, have been the
first that we have hadrin your Lordships’
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House, will help to increase public under-
standing.  But beforc 1 reply in detail to
the debate--and 7 think it has been a
most iateresting one-- 1 should like to

[ LORDS ]
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or more, to na apparest purpose? There
seem to be internal inconsistencies in the
tidea. To put it simply. if these alleged
i aliens prefer to keep out of the way, the
number of reported sigitings would surely

H
i
!
i
i
H

Join with my noble friend Lord Davies of | be only a tiny portion of the actual UFO
Leek in congratulating the noble Viscount, | movements, which would run into many

Lord Oxfuird, on his maiden speech.
We were very glad to hear from him. if
1 may say so, and I hope we shall hear
from him again on many other occasions.
I shall be referring to some. of the detail |
of his speech later, but at this stage I |
should like to offer him my warmest ;

congratulations.

There are undoubtedly many strange
phenomena in the skies, and it can be |
readily accepted that most UFO reports |
are made by calm and responsible peopie. '
However, there are generaily straight- |
forward explanations to account for the |

i
i

phenomena, as T think was said by the
noble Tord, Lord Trefgzarne, speaking
{or the Opposition—and T must say that
I welcomed his constructive speech. There |
is nothing to convince the Gowvernment |
that there has ever been a single visit by |
an alien space craft, let alone the numbers i
of visits which the noble FEarl, Lord !
Clancarty, claims are increasing all the |
time. As has been said teday, we live in |
a huge universe. 1 find as awe-inspiring
as Pascal did the contemplation of infinite
space. There are some 100,000 million.
stars in our galaxy alone, which it would
take 100,000 vears to cross at the spesd
of light. Beyond cur owa galaxy, the |
distances become even morc daunting,
The light year, as your Lordships know,
is about 6 million million miles. The
Andromeda galaxy is over 2 million light
vears away, and that is in our own local
group of galaxies! There are, of course.
other groups as well.

The evidence suggests that there is no
intelligent life on the other planets of
our own solar system. as the noble Vis-
count said. There are, of course, different
views about whether there might be life
elsewhere in the universe, but certainly
there is no serious positive evidence to
show that there is. If there were an
advanced civilisation elsewhere in the
universe, as niy noble friend Lord Davies
of Leek supposed, with the fechnology
to traverse these colossal distances, there
are many questions to be answered. What
is the point of this alleged huge number
of visits to our planet, over three decades i

millions. I they do not prefer to pass
unnoticed, we could surely expect un-
mistakeable appearances.

v . ]

Why have they never tried to communi-
cate with us? Why has there been no
evidence on radio of attempts at com-

 munication? And would not such a

large nuinber of movements be picked

. up by our defence radar system? Why

has not a single artefact been found?
Assuming that each visit does not repre-
sent 2 journey from a distant star, where
are these alicn space craft supposed to be
hiding? Now that the idea of such bases
on the moon or on another planet in our
solar systera is barely tenable, ufologists
have had to claim that the aliens are
based in the depths of the sea or in a
great hole in the earth, or even that they
come from invisible universes and other
space-time continua. Anyone who accepts
the hypothesis of large numbers of alien
visitations seems forced towards explana-
tions that are ever more fantastic, and
incapable of zither proof or disproof,

As I have said, there really are many
remarkable things to see in the sky: and
most UFO reports relate to  actual
phenomena reported by sensible people.
But, my Lotrds, let us consider the
phenomena Jthemselves—and the noble
Lord, Lord Trefgarne, mentioned some
of these. Huge guantities of space debris
enter our atmosphere, and are often seen
as meteors, and firchalls: bright planets
and even the moon or stars have been
reported as UFOs, in unusual atmospheric
conditions, as the noble Lord, Lord
Hewlett, said; there are tricks of light on
cloud, and particular cloud structures;
there is Aurora Borealis. St. Elmo’s Fire
and ball lightning which was referred to
by the noble Farl. Lord Halshury, which
has been known to drift along telephone
or powet lines. There are some 5,000
man-made objects in orbit, satellites and
debris, some of which can be seen by the
naked eye, some through binoculars. About
600 such man-made objects rc-enter
the atmosphere every vear, as the noble
Lord, Lord Hewlett, reminded us. The
quantity is far lees than aatoral space
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debris, but, my Lerds. the phenomena can
be astonishing.

Last April the Minisry of Defence

reccived reports of a large piece of debris ¢

re-eutering actoss the South of Engtand.
Most reports were factual, but one spoke
of an

"o oval thing with a white cockpit which kavered

for a while then shot ofl at great speed ™

[ 18 JANUARY 1979 ]
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My Lords, we cannot prove that this was !

nota UFO. but it occurred &t the same time
and place as known re-entry of debris.

Many reports relate to aircraft scen in

unusual conditions at unusual angies.
One recent UFO was confidently reported
on local radio. Again, my Lords, we

i
1

cannot prove that it was not a UFO, but
we do know that an RAF Vulcan bomber |
on a low-flying mission passed the same :
spot at the same time and on the same |
course as the reported UFO. Aircraft
lights have led to UFO reports; as have
distant aircraft with landing lights on— '

[ have seen them wyself—fares from
aircraft, short condensation trails lit by
the sun after dusk and light reflected from
aircraft. Other phenomena include
mateorological balloons. The Meteoro-
logical Office alone rcleases 50 such
balloons every day, which expand to 40 ft.

in diameter and rise to 100,000 ft. and can |

be lit by thc sun after dark. Many other

organisations., such as unjversities, use

balloons, some nuch larger. Meteoro- .
Jogical searchlights shine on clouds: the '
beam itself cannot be sezn; only a point -
of light in the sky. There are hot air

balloons and kites: even birds have been
reported as UFOs; lights on distant towers:
car headlights on distant hills; dust devils;
and airborne debris carried by the wind.

All these phenomena can be mis-
interpreted by the most sensiblc observers,
particularly when seen unexpectedly and
briefly and in unusual atmospheric con-
ditions. This is what opponents of the
natural explanations forget. With dis-
tortions of light, and mirages. the most
commonplace things can be so changed
as to be barely recognisable. For instance.
I am told that the US Air Force attributed
the 1947 sighting by Arnold described by
the noble Farl, Lord Clancarty, to a
roirage effect.

Flying Objects 1310

illusions to which the noble Earl Lord
Halsbury referred. One scicatist, whose
task includes watching satellites, describes
how, when observing stars near moving
clouds, he finds it difficult to escape the
ilusion that the stars arc (lying past
stationary clouds. The nobie Earl, Lord
Halsbury, referred to the green flash.
I used to see it myself in Alexandria when

. on leave. It was onc of our evening

pastimes to sit on the promenade and
watch it go down over the sea.

My Lords, in 1968, the United States
Air Force comumissioned the University
of Colorado to carry out an independent
study into UFO phenomena.  Their
report, which was published in 1969, was
very substantial and detailed and it
covered some 50 examples of such
phenomena, but added that it was impos-
sible and potentially misleading to try to
tabulate all of the possible causes of
UFO perception: there are simply too
many. The report’s main conclusion was,
and I quote:

* Nothing has come from the study of UFOs
in the past 21 vears that has added to scientific
knowledge
The findings of this report were endorsed
by a panel of the National Academy of
Sciences.

There really are tens of thousands of
strange things to be seen. [t is the customn
to call such phenomena © UFOs ™, and
to transpose this easily into * alien space
craft ’.  Often the appearance is 100
flecting and the description too imprecise
for a particular cause to be attributed.
What we can say is that there is a great
variety of plain explanations. There is
no need, 1 suggest, for the far-fetched
hypothesis of alien space craft.

To genuine sightings we must, however,
add hallucinations: the excited tales of
the gullible: and the embellishments of
the born romeontic. There arc also in-
dications that ufologists accept reports

" of UFOs somewhat uncritically. The

Phenomena seen through glass are
i evidence in the translation suggested a

suspect. There are phenomena generated
within the eyeball and there are optical

1
{
1
!

noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, referred to
a papyrus found among the papers of a
Professor Tulli recording flying saucers
during the reign of Thutmose ttl. The
Colarado Report, which I mentioned ear-
licr, inquired into this story. The alleged
papyrus could not be traced, but internal

fake; inquiries with the Vatican Museum

A
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[Lord Strabolgi.] ,
also suggested that Tulli, an amateur
Egyptologist, had been taken in by a fake.

There is a category of UFO cases
which are difficult to explain because the
description is too vague or the evidence
too remote, coupled perhaps with a
coincidence of different phenomena and
with exceptional conditions. If one accepts
that there are natual explanations that
could account for most sightings, it is an
enormous and irrational jump to claim
that the residue of difficult cases constitute
alien space craft when there is no positive
evidence that they do constitute alien
space craft.

I should mention the famous UFO
reported over the United Kingdom in
December 1978, on New Year’s Eve in
fact. This was the one probably seen by
the noble Lord, Lord Gainford, to which
he referred. The phenomenon was prob-
ably the re-entry of a launcher associated
with the Russian space satellite COSMOS
1668, launched on 26th December. Of
over 100 reports reaching the Ministry of
Defence, nearly all were factual and
consistent with the re-entry of satellite
debris. .

The recent sightings in New Zealand
referred to by the noble Lord, Lord
Kings Norton, attracted worldwide
publicity, and we understand that the
New Zealand Government may make an
announcement when the [acts have been
assembled and appraised.  Preliminary
advice from our High Commission in
New Zealand shows confident expectation
that the sightings will prove to be due to
natural phenomena, as I think the noble
Lord, Lord Trefgarne, and the noble
Earl, Lord Halsbury, implied.

My Lords, the noble Earl who initiated

other Governments to UFOs. It is not for
me to speak in this House for other
Governments. 1 have however already
made mention of the United States study
in 1968 and 1 understand that nothing has
happened since that time to cause the
United States authorities to change their
views or to warrant further official
investigations of UFOs,

The noble Earl also referred to an
interview which the then French Minister
of Defence, M. Robert Galley gave in
1974 on the subject of UEOs. . The noble

[LORDS ]
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Earl suggested that M. Galley had said
that UFOs were real but that he, the
Minister, did not know where they came
from. [ have read the transcript of M.
Galley's broadcast and 1 also took the
troudle to check it in the original French.
The essence of what the Minister said
was that the phenomena were genuine and
were reported by responsible people, but
that there were aspects that were difficult
to explain. Nowhere did the Minister say
that UFOs were real in the sense that they
represent alien spacecraft, as suggested by
the noble Lord, Lord Rankeillour.

“The noble Earl, Lord Kimberley, also
said that these had been seen by astronauts.
These reports by astronauts were examined
in the Colorado Study. The atronauts
were required, of course, to report any-
thing unusual perceived on their missions;
and indeced many strange phenomena were
noted. All the phenomena except three
were explained. There was nothing at all
to suggest that the unexplained sightings
were alien spacecraft, and the limited
visibility from the small and smeared
windows of a spacecraft did not make visual
observation easy.

It has been suggested in this debate that
our Government are involved in an
alleged conspiracy of silence. [ can
assure your Lordships that the Govern-
ment are not engaged in any such con-
spiracy. In view of what the noble Lord,
Lord Gainford, said, [ must emphasise
that the Ministry of Defence examines
any UFO reports received to establish
whether they reveal anything of defence
interest, but nothing in the reports
examined has ever given cause to believe
that they represent aiien spacecraft.
There is nothing to have a conspiracy
of silence about. What is more, a visitor
from outer space would be one of the
great events in history. It would certainly
be an event of stupendous importance,
but I hesitate to say the greatest event of
all in-the presence of my old friend the
right - reverend prelate the Bishop of
Norwich, whose moving speech we listened
to with much interest. :

As the noble FEarl, Lotd Halsbury,
said, scientists are rightly inquisitive
people. If there was anything in the
stoties of UFQOs, we would expect the
scientific community as a whole to be
devoting much offort to studying or to

a¥

making contact with the supposed aliens;
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but the idea of a conspiracy of silence

ty this and other Governiueuts belongs. !
oy oo, to the world of suni.s Bond,

Then the noble Earl, Lord Kimberley

implicd that there was some kind of

cover-up. There is no cover-up and no
security ban: It is true that when people
ask to sze the Ministry of Defence UFO
files {hey are told that the papers must
remain confidential, but there is a very
mundane reasort for that,  The files
contain voluminous correspondence from
pecple, and we cannot divulge the
identity of the correspondents. It follows
that the files must remain closed under
the rules laid down in the Public Record
Acts, passed by Parliament, which at
present preclude disclosure until 30 years
have clapsed since the date of the parti-
cular correspondence. The earliest reports
the Ministry of Defence hold are dated
1962.

The noble Earl, Lord Clancarty,
mentioned the possxblhtv of an iatra-
governmental study of UFOs. At the
United Nations recently, representatives
of Grenada made statements about UFOs
and proposals for a study. A compromise
decision was taken, wherem the General
Assembly invited * interested member
states ” to co-ordinate research “on a
pational level” and to inform the
Secretary-General of their findings. The
Secrctary-General was requested to trans-
mit the Grenadan statements and other
relevant reports to the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. This is
pot an inicr-governmental study, in the
sense that the noble Earl, Lord Clancarty,
is seeking, but he may be content that
Grenada, and perhaps some other
countries, may be reporting in an
international forum.

Lord KINGS NORTON: My Lords,
the word was ““ intra ”, not ““inter

Lord STRABOLGI: My Lords, I take
note of what the noble Lord said. Then
it has been suggested, too, in this debate
that Her Majesty’s Government should
set up astudy group. Iam glad to say that
the noble Lord, Lord Trefgarne, and the
noble Lord, Lord Gladwyn, both speaking
from the Front Benches for the Opposition
Parties, did not support this proposal, and
certainly Her Majesty’s Government do
not consider that there is any justification
for the expenditure of public money on
such a study.,
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Pa

P repeat that 1 2m grateful (o the uoble
zarl, Yord Clanca wty. for :

grateful to him for ini‘crming me in
advance of the points which he proposad
to make to your Lordships. However,
from all T have said, [ am sure that your
Lordships will agree that there is no
reason for my right honourable friend
the Secretary of State for Defenve ta make
a broadcast interview about UFQOs, as
the noble Earl, Lord Clancariy, suggested.
As for telling the public the truth about
UFOs, the truth is simple. There really
are many strange phenomena in the sky,
and these are invariably reported by
rational people. But there is a wide
range of natural explanations to account
for such phenomena. There is nothing
to suggast to Her Majesty's Government
that such phenomena are alien space
craft,

Viscount BARRINGTON: My Lords,
may I ask a question? T did rise to ask
it when the noble Lord, Lord Strabolgi,
rose. I was going to ask it of the noble
Earl, Lord Halsbury, but I think it would
be more courteous to ask it of the noble
Lord, Lord Strabolgi. The sukject of this
debate is “ ohjects ”, and in the expert
speech—with almost all of which I agreed
—of the noble Earl, Lord Halsbury, he
menticned that scientists, as scientists,
are dealing only with material objects.
1 have to be careful hcre, as a non-scientist
who minds his p’s and q’s, and ‘who
hardly knows a quasar from a pulsar,
but is a black hole a material object?

Lord STRABOLGI: My Lords, I
should not at all like to follow the noble
Viscount down that avenue. I do not
think that even scientists or astronomers
know what black holes are, I may say
that, in a way, I think it is a pity that the
noble Viscount did not take part m the
debate.

10.34 p.m.

The Earl of CLANCARTY: My Lords,
I should like to thank the noble Lord,
Lord Strabolgi, for his assurances and
for the information which he has given
us. 1 am sorry that we are not to be able
to listen to, or see, his right honourable
friend the Secretary of State for Defence,
giving a television interview about UFOs.
There are just one or two very small
points, before I end this debate. We

A
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{The Earl of Clancarty.]

have talked about the umpteen light
years that sonie of these plancts and stars
are away from us. But we are looking
at it from our own standpoint, because we
started to tly only in 1903, when the
Wright  brothers took off. Now we
have got Concorde, so we consider our-
selves to be rather good. But we say
that we cannot go right out into space
because of ail this distance in light years,
Let us suppose, however, as has been
suggesied, that there are billions of
planets with civilisations thousands of
vears old. Is it not possible that they
could come here, after all that time,
almost instantaneously? It is just a
thought.

A propos of that, 1 should like to bring
to the attention of your Lordships a
famous secicntist and astroncomer, our
own Sir Fred Hoyle. Some years ago
he wrote a book called Of Men and
Galacies. He wrote a pussage in that
book which I was allowed to quote in
one of mine. It read:

* You arce ail familiar with an ordinary tclephone

directory, {{ you want to speak to someone, you
fook up his number and you dia! the appropriate
code. My speculation "—
this is Sir Fred ioyle speaking—
**is that a similur situaiion exists and has existed
for billions of years in the galaxy. My speculation
is that an interchange of messages is goingonona
vast scale all the time and that we are as unaware
of it ac & pygriy i the African forests is unaware
of the radio messages that Hash at the speed of
light round the earth. My guess is that there
might be a million or more subscribers to the
galactic directory. Qur problem is to get our
name into that directory ™.

1 think that noble Lords will agree that
there is a man of vision. Nothing is
impossible in this world or in this universe.
it is just that the seemiugly impossible
takes a little time to come about.

My Lords, we have had an interesting
discussion this evening. 1 should like
to thank the right reverend Prelate the
Bishop of Norwich and all noble Lords
who have taken part in this debate for
their wonderful contributions. I should
also like to congratulate the noble
Viscount, Lord Oxfuird, upon his splendid
maiden speech. May I also thank all

[LORDS ]

other noble Lords for their rapt and i

«®

Answers

draw the Motion for Papers.

Motion for Papers, by leave, withdrawn,

WRITTEN ANSWERS

“BRITISH NATIONALITY LAW:
DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLE
CHANGES "

Lord AVEBURY asked Her Majesty’s
Government: .

Whether they will publish the com-
ments which the Home Office has so far
received on the Green Paper British
Nationality Law: Discussion of Possible
Changes (Cmnd. 6795) which appeared
in April 1977 and which invited com-
ments  from  the public and from
interested bodies ** as part of the process
of open government .

The MINISTER of STATE, HOME
OFFICE (Lord Boston of Faversham):
So far nearly 250 persons or organisations
have sent in comments on the Green
Paper. Understandably there is a good
deal of repetition and Her Majesty’s
Government do not intend to publish all
of this material verbatim. It is open to
any of the authors of papers to publish
them and some have done so at least in
substance. Her Majesty’'s Government
will have in mind the possibility of
publishing in due course a summary of all
comments received.

DISABLED PERSONS:
EMPLOYMENT QUOTA
DEFICIENCY

Lord VAIZEY asked Her Majesty’s
Government ;

What is the number and percentage
of firms failing to employ their quota
of disabled persons for each year since
1960.
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Comission that the reauired information

is u3 fohiows—

Figure in
previvis

colunin as

Number of firms
with a ot
obligaiions not

. complying with - °, of jirins
3 per cenf. quotd subject
Year at annual review o quota
1960 ... 24,974 382
1961 ... 25,34 386
*1962 ... 15,389 421
*1963 ... 14,599 42-1
1964 ... 28.371 452
1965 ... 31,038 46-8
1965 ... 31,661 48-3
1967 ... 34,176 52:3
1968 ... 34,319 537
1969 ... 35,102 55-5
1970 ... 36,3596 573
1971 ... 36,332 58-2
1972 .. 34,794 57-¢%
1973 ... 33,775 58-4
1974 ... 33,106 60-0
1975 ... 32,340 60-9
1976 ... 31,065 61-3
1977 ... 31,763 629
1978 30,446 63-2

*In 1962 and 1963 a survey was made in
respect of all firms with more than 500
stafT but only a selection of firms with less
than 500 stafl (hut which nevertheless had
a quota obligations). The figures for the

“n
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years 1962 and 1963 uare therefore per-
centages based on the number of firms
revieved in those vears and nof on all
firms subject to guola.

DISARMAMENT AND ARMS
CONTROL: UN RESOLUTIONS

Lord KENNET asked Her Majesty’s
Government:

Whether they will publish in con-
venient form the initiatives taken by
Her Majesty's Government, whether
unilaterally or in association with others,
and the votes they cast, on disarmament
and arms control resoluiions at lust
autumn’s General Assembly.

Lord GORONWY-ROBERTS: The
Government’s initiatives on resolations on
arms controi and disarmament will be
described in detail in the Report on the
35rd Session of the United Nations
General Assembly, to be published as a
White Paper. A separate record will
shortly be made available to non-govern-
mental organisations with a special interest
in disarmament and will be placed in the
Library of the House.

House adjourned at twenty-
two minutes before eleven
o’clock.
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REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

Reference

Head of S4(Air)

Copy to:
PS/DUS(Air)
DIS5
Ops(Gb)2b(RAF)

UHFOs

Thank you for informing US of S(RAF) of your
decision with Colonel Innocenti (an

- appropriate name for an Air Attache concerned
about UF0s?). Minister was pleased to see
the MOD pathfinding for othen31n this
particular Starwar.

J, Ten 79
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LOOSHE MIRUTE
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TORDS DEBATH ON UFOs - SUPPTAVEUTARY MATERTAL

Attached is a note on the alleged electrical effects
of UFOs, as reqguested by Lord Strabolsi; I have added zome
additional material mainly in response to points ralued
in Lord Clauncarty's speech.

2, RB21ll lightning, referred to in the Annex, should not be
confused with fireballs. TFireball (or bolide) is a term used
(at least by th@ Americang) for meteor" with a luninosity
equalling or greater than the brighte pWamQtG° about 1500
with a 1uwjuo sity grmater than the moom enter the atmosvhere
each year., The appearance of fireballs differs considerably
from the traditional ‘'"shooting stay?: vivid colours and colour
changes are conmons they may break up, with fragments circling
or flylnf "in formation":; the trafectory may appear horizontal;
and their brightness causes peonlv to underestimate the d¢Stgn08
greatly.

3 I am not clear what Lord Strabolgi wants about the "inter-
Governnental conspiracy”, as I thoug“* this wos fully covered
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