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From: Re. behalt of DAS-UFO-Office : . & f
Sent: 29 November 2005 09:52

Subject: Internet-authorised: FolA request 27-09-2005-170051-014

Importance: High

Please accept my apologies for the delay in replying to your requests. In order

to address your comments regarding the BBC News article I had to consult the

Department concerned with Air Defence and the relevant member of staff has been

out of the office on business. I do however, now have a response and a letter

addressing this matter and your further FOI request was put in the post to you

yesterday. I have attached to this e-mail an electronic copy of the letter and

scanned images of the attachments which I hope you will find helpful.

I am aware that there is still some information outstanding from your previous

FOI request concerning requests for copies of the Flying Saucer Working Party

report between July and November 2001. I am currently experiencing some

difficulties with retrieving the appropriate file from the archives in

Derbyshire, but I am pursuing this matter and as soon as I have some news I will

contact you again.

Your patience is greatly appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

Ministry of Defence

Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information

29" November 2005

To: DAS-UFO-Office

Subject: FoIA request 27~09-2005-170051-014

velo

There's no pressure on this request, it isn't at all time

critical but I would appreciate an update on progress so far. If

you need more time to deal with it I have no objections so long

as you can provide an estimate for it's completion.

Many thanks,

===> ginal Message -~~---

From: _~————
To: <das-ufo-office@mod.uk>

Sent: Tuesday, September 27, 2005 2:39 PM

Subject: New FoIA request - UFO reports

29/11/2005
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Please find below a new FoIA request relating to UFO reports.

>

> Could you also please confirm whether or not you have received

my

> request to review the information supplied in response to my

> previous application (25-05-2005-092509-001) which I sent via

> email on 2/9/05? You may like to know that I have received

> material ‘ron in respect of this request, and I will

> be in touch wi im when I have fully reviewed the material

> which he has sent to me.

>

> My new request is as follows:

>

> UFO reports:

>

> 1. Copies cf all:

>

> a) Sighting reports

> b) Correspondence (internal an external)

> ¢) Investigations and/or analyses by Defence Intelligence or

any

> other aspect of the MOD

>

> relating to sightings in the Lincolnshire area during the month

> of December 1993, including, but not limited to the area around

> Louth. Please check any relevant files up to the end of March

> 1994 for any such documentation.

>

> This should include, but is not limited to documentation

to/from

> RAF Donna Nook, Coningsby and Waddington, and a sighting report

from a Commanding Officer (possibly from one of those stations)

and any additional related information.

2. Copies of all:

a) Correspondence (internal an external)

b) Sighting reports

c) Investigations and/or analyses by Defence Intelligence or

any

> other aspect of the MOD

>

> relating to alleged UFO sightings for 5 November 1990,

V
V
V
V
V
V
V
¥

including,

> but not limited to any information concerning the MOD's

knowledge

> of any astronomical, meteorological, or space debris activity

> observed relating to this date, together with any

> correspondence and analyses of such activity by the MOD.

>

> 3. Copies of all:

>

> a) Correspondence (internal an external)

> b) Sightings reports

> ¢) Investigations and/or analyses by Defence Intelligence or

any

> other aspect of the MOD

>

> relating to alleged UFO activity two weeks either side of 23

July

> 1984 in West Yorkshire including, but not limited to any

> references to a perceived "UFO flap" around this period.

29/1 1/2005
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‘

e If any issues or obstacles arise in relation to any part this
request, I would appreciate being advised as early as possible

S order that I can make any necessary alterations to it.
>

> I realise that you already have my postal address on file, but

: include it below in order to meet the requirements of the act.

V
V
V
Y
¥

v Stoke on Trent

>

> Regards,

>

>

29/11/2005



Sent: = a 2005 08:21
To: DAS-UFO-Office

Subject: Fw: FolA 25-05-2005-092509-001

It's over a month since I posted the message below. I know that you have probably had

to refer this to another department, but they have surely had enough time now to make

some kind of response?

As you are aware, this enquiry has been dragging on since May. I have given the MoD

every opportunity to respond meaningfully, but as yet the request is unfulfilled. I

don't like to be awkward or issue ultimatums, especially since I am generally pleased

with the responses from the MoD until this particular request, but there has to be a

limit. Unless I have some indication that significant progress is being made in

relation to this request by Friday 2nd December, I feel that I have no option other

than to refer the request to the Director of Information (Exploitation) for internal

review.

Again, please don't take this as any form of personal criticism, I fully acknowledge

that your workload is probably excessive and that you are dependent on the co-

operation of other departments.

I think that you would probably sympathise with my position as well.

with warm regards,

ice" <DAS-UFO-Office@mod.uk>

Sent: Monday, October 24, 2005 7:42 PM

Subject: Re: FoIA 25-05-2005-092509-001

> xeiio AEP
>

> I am somewhat perplexed by the recent items on the BBC 10

O'clock

> news on the 17th & 18th October (See

> http: //news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/4351622.stm).

>

> The MoD appear to have been far more forthcoming in their

> dealings with a national broadcasting company in comparison to

an

> FoIA request made by an ordinary member of the public. I would

> imagine that the broadcasting of such information on a public

> television channel would be far more "prejudicial to the

defence

> of the British Isles and the effectiveness of relevant forces".

> than it would have been to provide at least an equal response

to

> my enquiry.

>

> I was able to learn from the programme amongst other things

that

> there are in the order of 12 alert situations per year, and

that

> loss of radio contact is one of the triggers for an alert.

> Neither item of information was provided in response to my

> request, though I would not be surprised to find that

> arrangements for Brian Hanrahan's interviews were well in hand

> contemporaneously with my own request.

>

> In view of the recent broadcast, I would like to to ask you

once

> again to review my original request with a view to providing a

1



> more adequate response: I reproduce my original request for

your ~

below.

"Details of any false alarms that led to heightened states of

> alert and/or the despatch of QRA interception aircraft in

> response to reports of unidentified aircraft or perceived

threats

> from identified aircraft since 1st September 2001."

>

> I regret that if I do not get a more substantial response on

this

> occasion, I shall be appealing against the decision.
>

> Regards,

>

>



AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION

Applicant

Case Number: 27-09-2005-170051-014 Expiry: 25 October 2005

The Applicant has made the following request for information:

Copies of all sighting reports, Correspondence (internal and external) and

investigations and/or analyses by Defence Intelligence or any other aspect of

the MOD relating to;

1. UFO sightings in the Lincolnshire area during the month of December 1993,

including, but not limited to the area around Louth. Please check files up to

the end of March 1994. To include, but not limited to documentation to/from

RAF Donna Nook, Coningsby and Waddington, a sighting report from a

Commanding Officer (possibly from one of those stations) and any other

related information.

2. Alleged UFO sightings for 5 November 1990, including, but not limited to

any information concerning the MOD’s knowledge of any astronomical,

meteorological or space debris activity observed relating to this date, together

with any correspondence and analyses of such activity by the MOD.

3. Alleged UFO activity two weeks either side of 23 July 1984 in West

Yorkshire including, but not limited to any references to a perceived “UFO

flap’ around this period.

On 24 October the applicant sent another email concerning his previous FOI

request. There had been an article on the BBC 10’0 clock news about the

RAF defending UK airspace and he believed we were withholding information

from him, which had been given to the BBC. Ciah’),

Case for release of information

A search of all the relevant files for the periods specified has been conducted

and the following information is available for release.

1. One UFO sighting for 6 December 1993 from a member of the pubic in

Lincolnshire, reported to RAF Coningsby. Plus one UFO sighting for

9 December 1993 reported to RAF Donna Nook and the MOD response.

There were also a large number of UFO reports for 6 December 1993

(1625-1635) from various areas across the South of the UK. The applicant

has been informed, but they have not been provided as none of these were

from Lincolnshire.

2. One UFO sighting report for 5 November 1990. This has already been

released under the Code and the FOIA. A check with RAF Fylingdales has



produced some details concerning a satellite which decayed on this date and

these have been provided to the applicant.

3. Our files contain no information relevant to this request.

With regard to the applicants comments about the BBC news article, CT and

UK Ops —Airspace Integrity has confirmed that the information provided to the

BBC is not the same as that requested by the applicant. The BBC were

briefed by CT and UK Ops and Strike Command, and all the information

provided was of a general nature. No specific details of “heighten states of

alert and / or the despatch of QRA” were given. This information is still

therefore withheld.

Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation for the release of the aforementioned information

to the Applicant.

Grade/Rank: ....... @2.



From:
Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

5" Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard) 4
(Fax)

e-mail das-ufo-office@ mod.

Our Reference
27-09-2005-170051-014

Date

28" November 2005
Stoke on Trent

D

De

I am writing in response to your Freedom of Information request of 27 September and your e-mail

message of 24 October. I apologise for the delay in replying.

With regard to your requests for information a search of all our relevant files for the periods

specified has produced the following.

1). Please find attached a copy of one UFO report for 6" December 1993 made to RAF
Coningsby by a member of the public in Lincolnshire, plus the MOD’s response. The MOD

received a number of reports between 1625-1635 on this date from various areas including Kent,

SE and SW London, Surrey, Bedfordshire, Essex, Suffolk and Wiltshire, but this was the only one

from Lincolnshire. Also attached is a report for 9 December 1993 from the Lincolnshire area
which appears to be relevant to your request.

2). Please find attached a copy of a UFO report for 5 November 1990. With regard to your

comments about “MOD’s knowledge of astronomical, meteorological, or space debris activity

observed relating to this date”, I have made some enquiries with RAF Fylingdales and they have

confirmed they have records of one satellite which decayed on 5 November 1990. The object was

SCC number 20925, International Designator 90094 C, Gorizont 21 platform. The object had a

radar cross section of about 5.0 square metres and its destruction by burning in the Earth’s

atmosphere would have been visible from the ground. The actual decay time is unknown, but has

been calculated to be between 1700 and 2100.

3). A search of all our existing UFO files for the whole of July 1984 has revealed no UFO

sightings reported to MOD from West Yorkshire.

With regard to your comments concerning the 10 O’clock news item about defence of UK

airspace, I can assure you that the information provided to the BBC was considerably different to

that which you requested in your earlier Freedom of Information request. In order for the BBC to

produce this news item reporters were briefed by officials within the MOD with responsibility for

air defence matters. All the information provided was of a general nature and they were not

provided with any information that was sensitive or given any specific details of “heightened

states of alert and/or the despatch of QRA aircraft”. The release of such information would be

damaging to the defence of the UK and continues to be withheld for the reasons already stated in

my previous correspondence.



Thope this is helpful. If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to

complain about any aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the

undersigned in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an

internal review by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main

Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the

Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.

Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD

internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the

Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website,

http://www. informationcommissioner.gov.uk.

Yours sincerely,



—

Di See (AS) 2/3

FEN
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ES:

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT|
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling) o7t-21-8 2140
(Switchboard) 071-21-89000
(Fax) 071-21-8

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3

Date ‘

8 December 1993

Details of the report you made concerning the strange object you saw in the sky

on Monday afternoon have been passed to this office, as we co-ordinate reports=

of UFO sightings in this country.

I have spoken to the Royal Observatory at Greenwich about your sighting - which_.

was one of a number of similar reports made - and they believe that what you saw

was a fireball entering the atmosphere. .

The British Fireball Survey would be very interested in hearing from you, and

vould be grateful if you could call ee on ee.

I hope this is helpful.

faery gmerely

Recycled Paper
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Sent: 08 November 2005 08:13

To: Wa Cdr

Subject: RE: FOIA request

Ma’am,

Fylingdales have provided the following information for the FOIA request:

‘As you know, we perform thousands of satellite tracks each day. The amount of data collected daily is so vast

that we can only keep track data records on routine tracking missions for a few weeks. We do, of course,

keep records on important satellite tracks (new launches, break-ups, etc.) indefinitely. there were no tracks of

this nature on the day in question.

One satellite decayed from Earth orbit on 5 November 1990. The object was SCC number 20925,

international Designator 90094 C, Gorizont 21 platform. The object had a radar cross section of about 5.0

square metres and it's destruction by burning in the Earth's atmosphere would have been very visibie from the

ground. The actual decay time is unknown, although we had calculated a decay window of 1700Z to 210072. If

the satellite was still in orbit at about 1800Z there was a pass travelling from West to East just South of the UK

that would have been visible from Southern and Central England. | can provide latitude and longitude

parameters for this pass if required.

S

Sqn Ldr

$02 DACCS & Sensors

- 3 _ - C2 Support (Availability)

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you

are not the intended recepient or there are problems please notify the sender and then delete the email (and file(s) 1f attached) from your system.

Recipients should note that emai] traffic on MOD systems is subject to monitoring, recording and auditing to secure the effective operation of the

system and for other lawful purposes.

The MOD has taken steps to keep this email and any attacments free from viruses. However it accepts no liability for any loss or damage howsoever

caused as a result of any virus being passed on, It is the responsibility of the recpient to perform all necessary checks.

The statements expressed in this email are personal and do nat necessarily reflect the opinions or policies of the department.

From: i ic Cdr
Sent: jovernber 2005 12:02

To: Sqn Ldr

Subject: Tequest

Importance: High

bn4 F

To answer an FOIA request relating to UFOs, please could you ask Fylingdales for details of any records they

may of “space debris” detected on 5 November 1990 around 18002.

Thanks in anticipation.

n4

SO! Airspace Integrity

DCT&UK Ops

MB

Inte! 7

24/11/2005

a
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0 ee

Sent: 15 November 2005 12:54

co: EEE9
Subject: FW: FOIA request

We spoke. Answer below.

FfoO

From: ea Gp Capt
Sent: lovember 2005 18:30

To:

Subject: FW: FOIA request

This is the FOIA trail - as you can see there is no original detail. I 40

From SEson cr
Sent: 08 November 2005 08:20

To: Gp Capt

Subject: FW: FOIA request

Sir,

| have received an out of office message from Wg Cor 40}sing that she is not back until 21 Nov. |
am unsure how urgent the FOIA Request is ~ ie the clock may or may not be ticking, so | thought it wise to

copy the info re possible UFO sighting to you in case you receive a hastener.

Please call if you require any further info.

Regards,

Sqn Ldr

SO2 DACCS & Sensors

HQ 3 Group - C2 Support (Availability)

Internet Account;

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you

are not the intended recepient or there are problems please notify the sender and then delete the email (and file(s) if attached) from your system.

Recipients should note that email traffic on MOD systems is subject to monttoring, recording and auditing to secure the effective operation of the

system and for other lawful purposes.

The MOD has taken steps to keep this email and any attacments free from viruses. However it accepts no liability for any loss or damage howsoever

caused as a result of any virus being passed on. It is the responsibility of the recpient to perform ail necessary checks.

The statements expressed in this email are personal and do not necessarily reflect the opinions or policies of the department.

24/11/2005
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: ‘ Exping’ 25 Qck 2008

Neer

om: a
Sent: ‘7 September 2005 15:39

To: DAS-UFO-Office

Subject: New FolA request - UFO reports

e110 [EE40 ‘
Please find below a new FoIA request relating to UFO reports.

Could you also please confirm whether or not you have received my request to review
the information supplied in response to my previous application

(25-05-2005-092509-001) which I sent via email on 2/9/05? You may like to know that I

have received material on in respect of this request, and I will be in

touch with him when I have ewed the material which he has sent to me.

My new request is as follows:

UFO reports:

1. Copies of all:

a) Sighting reports

b) Correspondence (internal an external)

c) Investigations and/or analyses by Defence Intelligence or any other aspect of the

MOD

relating to sightings in the Lincolnshire area during the month of December 1993,

including, but not limited to the area around Louth. Please check any relevant files

up to the end of March

1994 for any such documentation. .

This should include, but is not limited to documentation to/from RAF Donna Nook,

Coningsby and Waddington, and a sighting report from a Commanding Officer (possibly

from one of those stations) and any additional related information.

2. Copies of all:

a) Correspondence (internal an external)

b) Sighting reports

c) Investigations and/or analyses by Defence Intelligence or any other aspect of the

MOD

relating to alleged UFO sightings for 5 November 1990, including, but not limited to

any information concerning the MOD's knowledge of any astronomical, meteorological, or 7
space debris activity observed relating to this date, together with any correspondence

and analyses of such activity by the MOD.

3. Copies of all:

a) Correspondence (internal an external)

b) Sightings reports

c}) Investigations and/or analyses by Defence Intelligence or any other aspect of the

MOD

relating to alleged UFO activity two weeks either side of 23 July NJ

1984 in West Yorkshire including, but not limited to any references to a perceived 7—

"UFO flap" around this period. on fue’

If any issues or obstacles arise in relation to any part this request, I would

appreciate being advised as early as possible in order that I can make any necessary

alterations to it.

I realise that you already have my postal address on file, but I include it below in

order to meet the requirements of the act.



“-“oke on Trent

6

Regards,



Page 1 of 1

rom:
Sent: 16 November 2005 12:25

Ce: as Car

Subject: RE: FO\A

8So

Looks fine to me.

L

Sent: jovember 2005 13:48
Ta:

a: FOIA
Importance: High

Please see below (and attached) the draft | sent toesd@cussed. Thanks for the info from Fylingdales
in answer to the second paragraph.

DAS-FOI

5-H Ir iw!

From:

Sent: 02 November 2005 11:30

To:

Subject:

Importance: Hig

Attached is my draft response Weerrmiey in reply to his comments about the BBC news item on air
defence, and his further FOI request. [would be grateful for your comments.

= is

Also in relation to para no.(2) of his request, please could you ask Fylingdales for details of any records they

may of “space debris” on 5 November 1990 around 1800Z.

Thanks

24/11/2005



Page 1 of 1

Sent: 02 November 2005 11:30

To: Eig Co
Subject: FOIA a

Importance: High

Tracking: Recipient Read

| Cdr Read: 02/11/2005 12:02

Attached is my draft response (a reply to his comments about the BBC news item on air
defence, and his further FOI request. T would be grateful for your comments.

Also in relation to para no.(2) of his request, please could you ask Fylingdales for details of any records they

may of “space debris” on 5 November 1990 around 1800Z.

Thanks

24/11/2005



DRAFT

| am writing in response to your e-mail message of 24 October and your

Freedom of Information request of 27 September.

First, with regard to your comments concerning the 10 O'clock news item

about defence of UK airspace, | can assure you that the information provided

to the BBC was considerably different to that which you requested in your

earlier Freedom of Information request. In order for the BBC to produce this

news item reporters were briefed by officials within the MOD with
responsibility for air defence matters. All the information provided was of a

general nature and they were not provided with any information that was

sensitive or given any specific details of “heightened states of alert and/or the

despatch of QRA aircraft’. The release of such information would be

damaging to the defence of the UK and continues to be withheld for the

reasons already stated in my previous correspondence.

With regard to your further request for information a search of all our relevant

files for the periods specified has produced the following.

1. Please find attached a copy of one UFO report for 6" December 1993
made to RAF Coningsbyby a member of the public in Lincolnshire, plus the...

MOD’s response. |The MOD received a number of reports between 1625- 1635] : -
On this date fromvarious areas including Kent, SE and SW London, Surrey, Whar |
Bedfordshire, Essex, Suffolk and Wiltshire, but this was the only one from pap tekevot

irg. Also attached is a report for gi ‘December 1993 from the . Ion
Lincolnshire area which appears to be relevant to your request. e

2. Please find attached a copy of a UFO report for 5 November 1990. With

regard to your comments about “MOD’s knowledge of astronomical,

meteorological, or space debris activity observed relating to this date”, | have

made some enquiries\with RAF Fylingdales and they have __

Xconfirmed nn SOTTIUITUTiivvnsevesuvessavsneeevy3

3. A search of all our existing UFO files for the whole of July 1984 has
revealed no UFO sightings reported to MOD from West Yorkshire.

| hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your requirements or

you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of this request, then

you should contact the undersigned in the first instance. Should you remain

dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review by contacting the

Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall,
SW1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your

complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50

of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the Information



Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD internal review
process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the
Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website,
hito://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk.

Yours sincerely,



‘om: Wg Cdr
Sent: 5
To:

Subject:

I was the person in CT&UKOps that advised the BBC programme so I can confirm that

nothing sensitive was discussed or released on the programme.

-05-2005-092509-001

SO1l Airspace Integrity

DCTEUK Ops

MB Tr

Internet acco’ t

To: Wwe Cdr

Sub: r y_FoIA 25-05-2005-092509-001

I have spoken to Wing —_—— (DGMC-D News RAF)who says the BBC were briefed
by CT&UK Ops (not sure who)am rike Command and were not told anything sensitive or

classified. He is also of the opinion that the news article was of a general nature

and did not go into specifics. With regard to the mention of the temporary loss of

contact with a civil aircraft and the resulting air defence concern (I notice there

was no suggestion that QRA aircraft were scrambled) _ — seems to think this
is not that unusual when aircraft enter our airspace and do not immediately contact

air traffic. I don’t know how true that is, but I suspect the BBC may have made it

sound a bit more exciting than it actually was.

I will draft a response to MiBterc4gend it to you for any comments. I will also show
it Wing Cdr agore it gue

DAS-FOT

ween Original Message-~---

From: Wg Cdr

Sent: vr 2005 14:16

To:

Sub. z t FOIA -05-2005-092509-001

I think you are spot on and should just go back to iaAuMGgell him 'No'!

= Hn 40 Integrity
DCT&UK_ Ops

12 MOIntermmet acto z

Siete Original Message-~---

Sent r 2005 10:28

<<: TT
Sub: + 7 FoIA 25-05-2005= =001

Just a few thoughts.



t :

I did not see the 10 o'clock news, but having now read the article on the BBC website,

looks to me as 1 BRR gece is rather different to what the BBC broadcast.
seeking details o have been scrambled and for what reasons. The release

of this sort of information would clearly be damaging for the reasons already given to

him. The news article on the other hand, seems to be rather more general about the RAF

defending the UK from possible terrorist attacks. Although it mentions an incident

where contact ig temporarily lost with an airliner it does not go into details or

mention any other situations which might lead to a heightened state of alert. I don’t

think the fact the BBC has suggested that the air defenders would be concerned about

such a situation and may scramble aircraft is giving away any great secret, because

surely the public would expect this reaction in such a situation.

DAS-FOL

iaiaiaedOriginal Message-----
From: Wg Cdr

Sent: x 2005 08:37

To:

Ce:

Subj r y FoIA 25-05-2005-092509-001

This looks like one for you. I've attached the original correspondence that came via

DAS as the original request linked the questions about air policing with UFO

sightings!

The MOD did give privileged access to the BBC in terms of access to our Air Defence

units but has not confirmed or denied whether the information contained in the Report

was factually correct.

OF 40( P40 Integrity
DCT&UK_Ops

MB In 40}
Internet account:

SietetatadOriginal Message----~-

From: See «” Behalf Of DAS-UFO-Office
Sent: r 2005 08:27

To: Wg Cdr

Sub: v FOIA 25-05-2005-092509-001

You may recall [hot SRS nace an FOIA request for details of when QORA have
been scrambled in r perceived threats since 1st September 2001 and you

refused this information in accordance with Section 26 of the FOIA. TI don’t know if

your area were involved in the 10 o'clock news item he is referring to, but I would be

grateful for your views on his comments. As this is not about UFO reports, this is now

getting beyond what I can answer.

Thanks

DAS-FOT

wees Original Message-----

From:

Sent: r 2006 20:43

To: DAS-UFO-Office

Subject: Re: FoIA 25-05-2005-092509-001

I am somewhat perplexed by the recent items on the BBC 10 O'clock

news on the 17th & 18th October (See

http: //news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/4351622.stm).

The MoD appear to have been far more forthcoming in their

2



" dealings witha national broadcasting company in comparison to an

FoIA request made by an ordinary member of the public. I would

gine that the broadcasting of such information on a public

evision channel would be far more "prejudicial to the defence

of the British Isles and the effectiveness of relevant forces".

than it would have been to provide at least an equal response to

my enquiry.

I was able to learn from the programme amongst other things that

there are in the order of 12 alert situations per year, and that

loss of radio contact is one of the triggers for an alert.

Neither item of information was provided in response to my

request, though I would not be surprised to find that

arrangements for Brian Hanrahan's interviews were well in hand

contemporaneously with my own request.

In view of the recent broadcast, I would like to to ask you once

again to review my original request with a view to providing a

more adequate response: I reproduce my original request for your

convenience below.

"Details of any false alarms that led to heightened states of

alert and/or the despatch of QRA interception aircraft in

response to reports of unidentified aircraft or perceived threats

from identified aircraft since ist September 2001."

I regret that if I do not get a more substantial response on this

occasion, I shall be appealing against the decision.

Regards,



Loose Minute

~» 77 SEP 2005
DG Info4 se

7 September 2005

DAS - FOI

1. [attach two sets of papers relevant i enquiry:

a. Aredacted set - which has es sent toiand for the
purposes of comparison

b. An unredacted set of papers - which has not been sent vo



From: SE Deputy Departmental Records Officer

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

6-G-01, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Tele: (Direct dial)

e-mail address: (switchboard) 020 7278 9000
(Fax)

Your Reference

Our Reference

DG Info/4

Stoke on Trent Date

| 7 September 2005

\

As indicated in email to you, dated 31 August 2005, | have agreed to respond to

your enquiry concerning enquiries received by the Ministry of Defence relating to the “Flying

Saucer Working Party” and “DSI/JTIC report number 7” or similar reports during the period April

2000 and September 2001 (I note that you interest extends to the end of November 2001).

{ attach photocopies of relevant pages.

However, the following should be noted: | estimate the cost of complying fully with your request

would have exceeded the appropriate limit for responding to Freedom of Information requests in

the circumstances, and to ensure that your received papers of substance, | have therefore

excluded certain papers where reference is made to JSTI Report No 7 on internal documentation

during the period April 2000 to November 2001, for example where reference is made to the

lack of success in locating the report or where it is included in lists of files being reviewed at

enquirers request; additionally you will note that there are occasions when | have made

substantial redactions to papers, this relates to information exchanged with enquirers etc that

does not fall within the area of your enquiry, you will also note that | have also redacted all the

names, both officials and members of the public, that appear in the correspondence, except for

my own!

| hope the information that | have provided is helpful.



From: Room 2.13 16-(

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

3-5 Great Scotland Yard, London SW1A 2HW

CHOts address: Info(Exp)-Records} Tele: (Direct dial)

e-mail address: defence.records.] @gtne7.gov.uk (Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

Your Reference

Our Reference

D JNFOCEXP)R/3 /7/8

Date

13 June 2001

Thank you for your letter dated 5 June 2001 and fer the kind comments you make following the

discovery of DSIJSTI Report No 7.

The report, copy number 17, has been removed from DEFE 19/9, and replaced with a photocapy,

it is currently awaiting assignment to Public Record Office class DEFE 44 and as with other

reports in this class it will receive a dedicated piece number.

DEFE 19/9 contains a number of other papers (five in all) relating to “flying saucers” or more

accurately ta the Working Party, photocopies are attached. .

Finally, as previously advised the two short redacted passages from the report are the subject of

consultation between the Ministry of Defence and the relevant party. in my experience such

consultations exercises can take some considerable time. However, | will mark my records that

you be advised of the outcome once a decision is Prada.



5 June 2001

Your ref: D INFO(EXP)R/3/7/8

>

Thank you for your letter of 29 May and for the enclosed copy of the DSVJTIC Report

No 7 “Unidentified Flying Objects.” Iwas most pleased to receive a copy of this

document after spending a considerable amount of time attempting to locate it, or a

summary of its contents.

I feel that you and your staff should be congratulated for being so alert as to the

importance of locating this document, and for being so aware of its historical importance.

You may be aware that the DSU/JTIC document is referred to in the P.R.O. file PREM

11/855, in the form of a personal minute from the Secretary of State for Air, replying to

the Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, who had asked “What does all this stuff about

flying saucers amount to?”

Arising from the re-location of this document I wish to ask the following:

1. Will the DSV/JTIC report, upon transfer to the P.R.O. be placed within a pre-existing

file within DEFE 44, or will the document be filed under a specific piece/header

identifying it by its title?

2. Did your staff identify or locate any other files relating to aerial phenomena/flying

saucers/UFOs during the routine re-review of DEFE 19/9 Scientific Intelligence,

1948-1960? Tf that is the case would it be possible to obtain copies of these

documents? Further to my question, I would draw your attention to the Loose Minute

dated 13 December 1967 from J.C. Dickison of the Defence Intelligence Staff to S4f

(Air) located in the P.R.O. file AIR 2/18117. This not only refers to a file containing

the (now located) DS/JTIC Report No 7 but notes in the same context how “we [DI

55] have recovered all but two of the ‘Metropole’ (ie Intelligence) files on UFOs for

the period 1951-2.” It stands to reason that if Dickison was referring to material

contained within the file DEFE 19/9 this should also contain the other Intelligence

files on UFOs relating to this period. I am informed that a policy decision by the

MoD in 1967 prevented any further destruction of ‘UFO’ files, therefore the

documents referred above should exist.



. With regards tp the two short passages deleted from the DSUJTIC Report No 7. I note

that the extracted passages are currently to subject of discussions between the MOD

and the relevant party (presumably the US Air Force from the context). Ifa decision

is made to release these redacted sentences, would it be possible to notify me of the

content. If the decision is to withhold the passages, I would appreciate knowledge of

the reasons why this is felt necessary in the public interest after the passage of 50

years.



From: RE Room 2.13

3-5 Great Scotland Yard, London SW1A 2HW

CHOts address: info(Exp)~Records1] Tele: (Direct dial) PY
e-mail address: defence.records.1 @gtnet.gov.uk (Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

(Fax)

Your Reference

Our Reference

D INFOEXP)R/3/7/8

Date

29 May 2001

Towards the end of jast year we exchanged correspondence on the subject of DSI/JTIC Report No

7.

As you will no doubt recall | regretably had to advise that it was only in the last few years that we

learnt of the existence of this report and that attempts to locate it had proved unsuccessful.

lam pleased to be able to advise you that as a consequence of the routine re-review of another

file (DEFE 79/9 Scientific Intelligence, 1948-1960) a surviving copy (Copy No 17) of Report No 7

has been found.

The original copy of the Report has been removed from DEFE 79/0 >> raplaced with a

photocopy to facilitate cataloguing and transfer to the Public Record Office into DEFE #4. It is

hoped that transfer arrangements can be completed within the next month or two.

Rather than suggest that you wait until available at Kew and in acknowledgement of the relative

brevity of the report (just six pages) | attach a photocopy for your retention. You will note that

two short passages have been deleted. These extracted passages are currently the subject of

discussions between MOD and the relevant par

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 0%,



From: Room 2.3

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

3-5 Great Scotland Yard, London SW1A 2HW

CHOts address: info(Exp)-Records1 Tele: (Direct dial)

e-mail address: defence.records.1 @gtnet.gov.uk (Switchboard) 020 7718 9000
(Fax)

Your Reference

Our Reference

D INFOCEXP)R/3/7/8

Date

29 May 2001

During your exchanges of correspondence with D&S (Sec), formerly Sec(AS), in

September /October last year a number of closed files, identified by you, were examined for

DSI/JTIC Report No 7 “Unidentified Flying Objects”. Although unsuccessful my staff remained

alert to your interest in this Report. As a consequence of the routine re-review of another file

(DEFE 19/9 Scientific intelligence, 1948-1 960) | am pleased to be able to advise that a surviving

copy (Copy No 17) of Report No 7 has been found.

The original copy of the Report has been removed from DEFE 79/9 and replaced with a

photocopy to facilitate cataloguing and transfer to the Public Record Office into DEFE 44. it is

hoped that transfer arrangements can be completed within the next month or two.

Rather than suggest that you wait until available ac Kew and in acknowledgement ofthe rziative

brevity of the report (just six pages) | attach,a photocopy for your retention. You will note chat

two short pessages have been deleted. These é& tracted passages are currently the subject of
“

discussions »etween MOD and the relevant part %
\



Main Building

Whitehall

London SW1A 2HB 15 January 2001

Your ref: D/DAS (Sec)64/3/.

Many thanks for your letter of 5 January. The parcel containing copies of the files I

requested arrived here at the end of last week, and in return J enclose a crossed cheque

made out for the amount agreed. It would be helpful if you could let me have a receipt

specifying the work done for use in my end of year accounts.

the staff who worked to process my request before the holiday.
he material you sent wili be of great neip as part

he assistance the MOT have ornvided,
I wish to thank you and

Your help is very much appreciated and t

my ongoing research, which will acknowledge t

With regards to my question regarding the location of the missing file DSI/JTIC Report

No 7. Um satisfied that your staff have done everything reasonable to locate this
document, but it is encouraging that you do not appear to completely rule out the

possibility that it could have survived and may one day ve founc. In the meantime, I will



continue to pursue other lines of inquiry to locate the document

provide the MOD with a new copy for your records.

I look forward to hearing from you,

and if successful will



From: REY Room 1.01 weLeo

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

3-5 Great Scotland Yard, London SWIA 2HW

Tale (Direct dial)

(Gwitchboard) _020 7218 9000

(Fax)

Your Reference

Our Reference

D Info(Exp)R/3/7/8

Date

06 November 2000

Thank you for your Jetter dated 10 October 2000 in which you raise two further points in

connection with your research into unidentified fiying objects (UFOs).

You sought clarification as to the status of DSIJTIC Report No7.

As | have previously advised only after learning of the existence of this report just a few years

ago my staff have been alert to the need to locate it.

As with other government departments the Ministry of Defence is bound by the terms of the

Public Records Act, 1958 and 1967. The Act requires departments to review their records

selecting those thought suitable for permmament preservation and to transfer them into the

custody of the Public Record Office at the 30 -year point. Records too sensitive for release at this

point may remain close under the authority of the Lord Chancellor, subject to periodic reviews.

Records not selected for preservation are destroyed no fater than the 30-year point.

In keeping with PRO guidance the MOD conducts two main reviews undertaken by Departmental

Record Office (DRO) staff plus an additional pre-review by branches. For records surviving the

pre and first review the final review occurs at the 25-year point ie we are therefore currently

reviewing records created in the mid-1970s.

Our lack of success in locating Report No 7 in the Defence Records archive, the Defence

Intelligence Staff's file stare and its apparent absence on the PRO catalogue lead to me conclude

that, regretably, the document has not survived the passage of time.



| hope that this clarifies the matter.

wre Bocce

td Officer



10/10/00

aan

Thank you for your letter date 18 September 2000 explaining reasons why you could

not locate ‘Report no. 7’.

However I am not entirely satisfied with this response and wonder if you could clarify

it for me.

As there is a clear reference to the fact that Report no. 7 was retrieved and placed

with materials from 1967, and as the M.O.D., by its own admission, has retained all

UFO files since 1967, this Report should still be in existence. Could you therefore

confirm if it is officially ‘lost’ or whether you believe it still exists but that you cannot

locate it at this moment in time?



Extract from Ministry of Defence tetter to XXXXXX dated 11 October 2000

“DSIJTIC Report No 7 “Unidentified Flying Objects” (1952) and related reports on

“UFO” 1951-52 - I can confirm that a review of closed files has taken place v but

none were found to contain the report you seek. As a consequence of this, and

earlier searches which failed to locate the report, we conclude it has not survive the

passage of time.”



j

t

]

Main Building

Whitehall

London SWIA 2HB

Your ref: DAS(Sec)/64/3

0 October 200€



Finally, with regards to my request for access to DSV/IJTIC Report No 7 on UFOs

(1952). It is disappointing that this document has not been located during your review of

closed files. The attachment I enclosed with my letter of September 4 clearly

demonstrated this document existed in 1967 when it was referred to by an officer of the

DSTI branch, DI55. It seems improbable that such an important document (the basis of a

briefing by the Secretary of State for Air to Prime Minister Winston Churchill in 1952)

would have been lost or ‘not have survived the passage of time’ when other material of

lesser interest Aas survived and is available in the Public Record Office today.

From the DSV/JTIC committee minutes available at the PRO it is stated that a ‘watered
down’ copy of the Report No. 7 was being considered for release to the Press during

October 1952 by DDI (Security), so it is possible copies may have been sent to a number

of different MOD departments. As it is also noted that the Americans (presumably the US

Air Force) would have to be consulted before any Press release, copies of Report No 7

may also have been sent to the US Embassy in 1952-53. In addition. there is a note in the

minutes stating tha.,topy of this report had becu sent iv Su Henry TizaiG, wliuss papers

are preserved at the Imperial War Museum. I intend to visit the Museum to research

Tizard’s papers in the near future, and will notify you if I find the document among these

papers.



From:Room 1.03

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

3-5 Great Scotland Yard, London SWIA 2HW

Tele: (Direct dial) Fe
(Switchboard) 20 7218 9000

(Fax)

Your Reference

Our Reference

D Info(Exp)R/3/7/8
Date

18 September 2000

Thank you for your letter dated 4 September 2000 seeking information on a document DSI/JTIC

Report No. 7 “Unidentified Flying Objects” produced in the early 1950s.

am aware that contained in the minutes of meetings of the Directorate of Scientific Intelligence

and Joint Technical Intelligence Committee, 1950-51, (DEFE 10/496), released by the Ministry of

Defence some four years, there are references to the Working Party on Flying Saucers and to the

fact that a report was subsequently produced. | can assure you that in recent years attempts

have been made to locate a copy but unfortunately efforts to date have proved unsuccessful.

| can confirm that we have found papers on file DEFE 10/497, which is already available for

scrutiny at the Public Record Office, that do record that the DSI/JTIC considered in 1952

publication ofa report but nothing to confirm that publication actually occurred.

| hope that you find this information helpful. \
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Dear Sir or Madam,

I wonder if you could assist me with the following query:

Iam researching material for an academic book on the subject of the UK

Government’s involvement with the subject of UFOs/Flying Saucers. As you know

there has been much material released into the PRO over recent years concerning this

subject, and I have been able to work with this material. However, whilst searching

for one particular document I have experienced difficulties, as follows.

The document is question is called DSI/JTIC Report No 7 On Unidentified Flying

Objects. It was created in 1952 by a ‘Flying Saucer Working Party’. There are several

instances of minutes where this report and the composition of the working party are

discussed yet the actual report itself is missing from the relevant files held at the

PRO.

However the file must be in existence because evidence exists that it was retrieved in

1967 by a member of the DSTI branch, D155. That this is the case is demonstrated by

JE Dickison’s note in file AIR 2/18117 where he states, “we have recovered all but

two of the files on UFOs for the period 1951-52.....we consider that the report

DSV/JTIC Report No. 7, Unidentified Flying Objects covers the situation as a whole

for such activity at that time.”

As I have been told that a// UFO files from 1967 have been retained, and as DSIATIC

Report No. 7 is clearly mentioned as having been retrieved in 1967 it should have

been lodged in the UFO files for 1967 which have now been released. Close scrutiny

of these files revealed that report No. 7 does not appear to be there, nor is there any

mention of the file. As it was created in 1952 surely it has long since passed the 30

Year Rule marker and should be available to members of the public.

Based on the above information and current legislation about the release of

documents I am therefore requesting any information you have about Report No. 7

and if at all possible to see a copy of the file. I am quite prepared to pay any costs

incurred.

IE, however, you deny any knowledge of this report I would like an explanation as to

how it was retrieved in 1967 yet appears to be missing. If you have the report but are

withholding it from public scrutiny 1 would be interested to know why.



ad From my own research I am satisfied that the government position on UFOs, ie that
they are of no defence significance, misperceptions etc is valid. But from an academic

point of view being able to see this report would throw considerable light on UK UFO

policy in the early 1950s and it is for this reasonI wish to see the report.

I realise that this sort of enquiry may not be a high priority for you but having spent

many weeks at the PRO looking for this document and being unable to locate it lam

obviously trying any avenues which appear relevant.



Main puna...

Whitehall

London SWIA 2HB

Your reference: D/Sec(AS)64/3

4 September 200u



In the meantime, as new information has come to light I am now in a position to be

more specific in terms of my request for access to files addressed to the MOD Record

Officer on 27 July and 7 August. I am now able to precisely specify the name and

what I suspect to be the current location of the file/s to which I referred in my earlier

requests to the Record Officer. The document I am seeking is known as DSUJTIC

Report No. 7 on Unidentified Flying Objects. It was created in 1952 by the ‘Flying

Saucer Working Party’ set up in August 1950 at the request of Sir Henry Tizard.

DSVITIC minutes I have viewed at the Public Record Office (DEFE 4/74-76)

demonstrate that the Working Party consisted of representatives from DSTI, ADNI

(Tech), MI 10 and ADI (Tech). Report No 7 is referred to in a minute of 7 October

1952 and is listed on a register of DSI/JTIC reports in DEFE 41/76 (see enclosed,

Attachment A). However, the document is missing from the DSITIC reportsand

papers which are contained within DEFE 152-54. This is not because the file has been g D REL
destroyed, but rather because it was “retrieved” (moved to another file?) by a member *

of the DSTI branch, DI55, in December 1967. In evidence for this assertion, I attach a

copy (enclosed, Attachment B) of an internal memo, copied from PRO file Air

2/8117, where JE Dickison of DI55 states that: “we [D155] have recovered all but

two of the Metropole (ie Intelligence) files on UFOs for the period 1951-2...we

consider that the report DSI/JTIC Report No. 7 Unidentified Flying Objects covers

the situation as a whole for such activity at that time.”

— eRe rel tS
eX

It is accepted that all files and papers relating to UFOs have been permanently

preserved by the MOD from 1967 at the request of the Secretary of the State for

Defence. Attachment B demonstrates that DS/JTIC Report No 7 existed in 1967, and

should therefore still exist today if that policy has been followed. I would suggest a



copy of the report will be found in the DIS/DSTI Intelligence Papers from the period

1967-70 (possibly DEFE 31/19,64 and/or DEFE 44/1), which cover the period daring

which it was ‘retrieved” by DISS. Further copies may well exist in other MOD

departments, and I would be surprised if even today Air Staff are not aware of this

document, as its conclusions (that UFOs do not exist) appear to form the origin of the

MOD’s policy on UFOs from 1952 right up to the present day!

As the original report was created in 1952, it should be available for public scrutiny

under the 30 year rule and I request access to a copy of this document plus any

attached appendices under the Freedom of Information Act.

To summarise my request for access to UFO-related documents, set out in my letters

to the MOD Record Officer on 27 July and 7 August and to Sec (AS) 2 of 1 and 11

August, these are:

1. DSI/JTIC Report No 7, Unidentified Flying Objects (1952), plus related

Intelligence reports on UFOs, 1951-2 (see attachment).



From: J Room 1.01 q

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE “AY.
3-5 Great Scotland Yard, London SWIA 2HW

Tele. (Direct dial) AR
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

Your Reference

Our Reference

DR/3/7/8

Date

08 August 2000

Defence Intelligence Staff: Registered Files

Thank you for your letter dated f August clarifying further your area of interest in seeking the
release of a number of files originated by the Defence Intelligence Staff over the years.

As | previously advised in view of the number of files invulved, increased as a result of the

discovery that a number of files in DEFE 27 had sensitive passages removed to permit the release

of the remainder of the file, it is my intention to provide you with a report of our progress of the

review of this material towards the end of ptember.

fficer



Room 1.01

Minstry of Defence

3-5 Great Scotland Yard

London SWI1A 2HW 7 August 2000

Your Reference: DR/3/7/8

Defence Intelligence Staff: Registered Files

Thank vou for your letter 31 July, in reply to my application for the release of certain

Defence Intelligence and predecessor departments records in the DEFE class.

Thanks also for clarifying the position with regards to the status of the records within

d DEFE 44/1, which are currently retained in department in

accordance with Section 3(4) of the Public Records Act 1958.

I very much appreciate your intention to arrange for a rereview of the closed records to

which I requested access, and I hope I can provide some additional information which
may help this process. Could I point out that of the 30 files concerned, I am solely

interested in locating those records or minutes which relate to the subject of ‘unidentified

flying objects’ which may also be referred to as ‘aerial phenomena’, “unidentified

aircraft’ ‘flying saucers’ or ‘anomolous radar tracks.’ This may help save you time and

effort in your rereview, and I hope the information in this letter will help you locate the

specific records to which I refer.

Lam led to believe if was the Air Ministry’s policy, until 1962, to routinely destroy

records relating to unidentified flying objects at five yearly intervals. This practice was

ended following Parliamentary Questions and all files have been preserved by the MOD

since 1967. However, a number of Air Ministry UFO records from the 1950s, especially

where these relate 1o Parliamentary Questions, have survived and are available for

viewing at the PRO. The location of Intelligence records relating to UFOs, generated by

DSTYDSI, remains a mystery but there are clues which suggest at least some did survive

and are still retained by the MOD under Section 3(4) above.



There are references in some of the PRO files which relate to Intelligence papers on

UFOs generated by the DST staff during this period. For example, I’m enclosing a copy

of a loose minute found in PRO file Air 2/18117 sent to Department S4 (Air) by LE.

Dickison of DISS on 13 December 1967. It describes how staff had “recoveredtwoTM but
Intelligence files on UFOs for the period 1951-52, and refers to one of these specifically

as “report DSITIC Report No. 7 - Unidentified Flying Objects.” This is good evidence

that at least some Intelligence files on UFOs did survive from this period.

From an examination of the PRO catalogue, it would appear these files — if they still exist

— should be listed under the DEFE class 44/1 which is a register of JSTI/DSTI/DSI

recorts and memoranda for the period from 1946 onwards. |

J hope this information assists in your rereview of the documents J have described and I

look forward to hearing from you in due course,



co

rom: Defence Records 1

Room 7.01

Great Scotland Yard

Date: 08 August 2000 Tel: FY

Your Ref Our Ref: DR/3/7/8

ENQUIRY FROM A MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC: DEFENCE INTELLIGENCE FILES
geet

Reference: My memos dated 31 July and 1 August 2000.

1. | attach a pho response to my letter acknowledging his request for the

review ofa large number of Di files recorded as retained in department in accordance with S3(4)

of the PRA.

2. In an attempt to be helpful he further expands on his area of interest - “ufos” - notwithstanding -

this limited area of interest please ensure that the 64 files (approx) are reviewed with the view to

possible release. Please advise of any that might fall into his area of interest, whether releasable

or not. 1am of course aware of the reference to “ufos” in DEFE 44/7 DSIZ{TIC Report No 7 -

Unidentified Fiving Objects. Of which no copy is known to have survived. | believe that there are

no other references in this piece to this particular phenomena, but confirm.

7 NAN av

Rank: C2 Name in Block Letter |



From: i Room 1.01

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

3-5 Great Scotland Yard, London SW1A 2HW

Tele: (Direct dial)

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

Your Reference

Our Reference

DR/3/7/8

Date

31 july 2000

Defence Intelligence Staff: Registered Files

Thank you for your letter dated 27 July 2000 concerning the status of records -

DEFE 44/1 i ~ selected for preservation at the Public Record Office that are

retained in department in accordance with Section 3(4) of the Public Records Acts, 1958, and

your wish for these recards to be released.

As you may be aware all government departments are required to review their records in

accordance with the terms of the Public Records Act, 1958 and 1967. Records selected for

permament preservation are transferred into the custody of the Public Record Office (or some

other suitable institution) where they generally become available to the public after 30 years ie

the “30~year rule”. Records not selected for permament preservation are destroyed.

’ The very few records that are too sensitive for release at the normal 30~year point may be closed

by either being retained in department (Section 3(4) of the Act)) or by being placed on extended

closure for a period between 40 and 90 years (Section 5(1)). Retained records are closed under

the authority of the Lord Chancellor, but are subject to a rereview at least once every 10 years

until release into the public domain is possible. Records closed under the extended closure

arrangement are transferred to the PRO for release at the future designated date. The status of

whole files either retained or subject to extended closure is noted on the PRO catalogue. Where

pages from files are subject to a similar process a “dummy” or a photocopy of the redacted _ ,
pages are appropriately endorsed.

However, the White Paper on Open Government, Cm 2290, published July 1993 set out a number

of initiatives that, subject to resources, would see the release of records hither to closed for

more that 30 years. For example, greater use of the extraction and redaction techniques -



whereby sensitive papers or passages could be removed thereby permitting the release of some

part ofa file, and to consider ad foc requests from researchers of records closed for longer than

30 years. As a result of these and other initiatives the Ministry of Defence has released in excess

. @ records originally closed for longer than 30 years.

So far as your request for the release of certain Defence intelligence and predecessor

departments records is concerned ind DEFE 44/7 are all retained in department

in accordance with Section 3(4) of the Public Records Act, 1958. From a cursory examination of

the PRO catalogue on the Internet | note that 34 of the 72 records assigned to class DEFE 27 are

open and available to the public. :

In keeping with the MOD’s commitment to greater openness | am prepared to arrange for the

rereview of the closed records you have expressed an interest in. You will appreciate that our

review programme for the year is well established thus the review of more than 30 additional

files will have an impact on my scarce resources. But | plan to give you a report on our progress

in about two months.

wp SS
yom aw



i
t

ate: 31 July 2000 rr: ma
i

Qur Ref 5R/3/7/8

ENQUIRY FROM_A MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC: DEFENCE INTELLIGENCE FILES

a has written seeking access 12 2 number of Defence intelligence files (see

From a cursory examination of the PRO catalogue \ have raduced his initial list of 73 files to 41 !

They are: £ 4, DEFE 44/1,

You will note that D&r= ¢4/7 }s included, ©

Please nota that | have undertaken to report our progress in ssout two monch’s time ! would
‘

therefore like a progress raport mid-Septembe
r.

ank: C2



Departmental Record Officer

Defence Records

Room 7/40

Metropole Building

Northumberland Avenue

London WC2N 5BL
21 July 2000

Dear Sir/Madam,

Defence Intelligence Staff: Registered Files

The Enquiry staff at the Public Record Office have suggested that I write to you in order

to follow up an enquiry concerning the status of a group of MOD files which are

currently “retained by the Department under section 2 (4) of the Public Resord Act

1958.”

The files in question all appear to have been deposited at the Public Record Office. They
papers generated by the work of the

fall under the class reference DEFE and contain D

MOD Defence Intelligence Staff. They include:

DSI, later DSTI: Reports and Memoranda; Register of JST/DSTUDS!
DEFE 44/1

reports and memoranda, 1946-1991.

lunderstand from the PRO that records would be retained under the 30 year rule until the
red by the file, in which case : bove should

latest date in the sequence cove:

be available for public scrutiny on 1 January 7001, Could you com 12 wat is the case?

ifar
INLOTE...



5 for DEFE 44/1, although this file contains material more than 50 years old, it might

mot be released until 2021 because it also contains material dating from 1991. In the case

of files held under class DEFE 21, these epparenily contain files created by both the old

Directorate of Scientific Intelligence between 1950-1964, which should be open

however, they also contain later material from the DSTI relating to the period 1964-1991,

which under the terms of the 1967 Act would remain closed until 2021.

In these circumstances, would it not be possible to make an exception and allow access to

the reports and memoranda contained within those files which specifically relate to the

period 1946-1969, which would fall under the terms of the 30 year rule?

T hope you are able to help and look forward to hearing from you,



From: Room 213 —- 3 16 ;
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE :

3-5 Great Scotland Yard, London SWIA 2HW

CHOts address: Info(Exp}-Records} Tele. (Direct dial)

e-maii address: defence.records.1 @gtne:.gov.uk (Switchboard) 020 7218 5000

(Fax)

Your Reference

Our Reference

D INFO(EXP)R/3/7/8

Sheffield Date

13 June 2001

Cj
Thank you for your letter dated 5 June 2001 and for the kind comments you make following the

discovery of DSI/JSTI Report No 7.

The report, copy numbar 17, has been removed from DEFE 19/9, and replaced with a photocopy,

it ts currently awaiting assignment to Public Record Office class DEFE 44 and as with other

reports in this class it will receive a dedicated piece number.

DEFE 19/9 contains a number of other papers (five in all) relating to “flying saucers” or more

accurately to the Working Party, photocopies are attached.

Finally, as previously advised the two short redacted passages from the report are the subject of

consultation between the Ministry of Defence and the relevant party. In my experience such

consultations exercises can take some considerable time. However, ! will mark my records that

you be advised of the outcome once a decision is Trade.



(00

Sheffield

South Yorkshire

Tel:

5 June 2001

Your ref: D INFO(EXP)R/3/7/8

ry

Thank you for your letter of 29 May and for the enclosed copy of the DSI/JTIC Report

No 7 “Unidentified Flying Objects.” I was most pleased to receive a copy of this

document after spending a considerable amount of time attempting to locate it, or a

summary of its contents.

I feel that you and your staff should be congratulated for being so alert as to the

importance of locating this document, and for being so aware of its historical importance.

You may be aware that the DSI/JTIC document is referred to in the P.R.O. file PREM

11/855, in the form of a personal minute from the Secretary of State for Air, replying to

the Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, who had asked “What does all this stuff about

flying saucers amount to?”

Arising from the re-location of this document I wish to ask the following:

1. Will the DSI/JTIC report, upon transfer to the P.R.O. be placed within a pre-existing

file within DEFE 44, or will the document be filed under a specific piece/header

identifying it by its title?

2. Did your staff identify or locate any other files relating to aerial phenomena/flying

saucers/UFQs during the routine re-review of DEFE 19/9 Scientific Intelligence,

1948-1960? If that is the case would it be possible to obtain copies of these

documents? Further to my question, J would draw your attention to the Loose Minute

dated 13 December 1967 from J.C. Dickison of the Defence Intelligence Staff to S4f

(Air) located in the P.R.O. file AIR 2/18117. This not only refers to a file containing

the (now located) DSI/JTIC Report No 7 but notes in the same context how “we [DI

§5] have recovered all but two of the ‘Metropole’ (ie Intelligence) files on UFOs for

the period 1951-2.” It stands to reason that if Dickison was referring to material

contained within the file DEFE 19/9 this should also contain the other Intelligence

files on UFOs relating to this period. I am informed that a policy decision by the

MoD in 1967 prevented any further destruction of ‘UFO’ files, therefore the .

documents referred above should exist.



3. With regards to the two short passages deleted from the DSI/JTIC Report No 7. I note

that the extracted passages are currently to subject of discussions between the MOD

and the relevant party (presumably the US Ai Force from the context). If a decision

is made to release these redacted sentences, would it be possible to notify me of the

content. If the decision is to withhold the passages, I would appreciate knowledge of

the reasons why this is felt necessary in the public interest after the passage of 50

years.

Finally, with regard to the questions addressed to the Air Historical Branch in my letter of

8 May, thank you for forwarding my letter to the AHB. I will be writing directly to the

Branch shortly to take up these questions directly with [I



From: Room 2.13 -

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE : 9),

3-5 Great Scotland Yard, London SW1A 2HW Soe

CHOts address: Info(Exp)~Records1 Tele: (Direct dial)

e~mail address: defence.records.} @gtnet.gov.uk (Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

Your Reference

Our Reference

D INFEOEXP)R /3/7/8

Brighouse Date

West Yorkshire 29 May 2001

Towards the end of last year we exchanged correspondence on the subject of DSI/JTIC Report No

7.

As you will no doubt recall | regretably had to advise that it was only in the last few years that we

learnt of the existence of this report and that attempts to locate it had proved unsuccessful.

lam pleased to be able to advise you that as a consequence of the routine re-review of another

file (DEFE 79/9 Scientific Intelligence, 1948-1960) a surviving copy (Copy No 17) of Report No 7

has been found.

The original copy of the Report has been removed from DEFE 19/9 >77 raplaced with a

photocopy to facilitate cataloguing and transfer to the Public Record Office into DEFF 44. It is

hoped that transfer arrangements can be completed within the next month or two.

Rather than suggest that you wait until available at Kew and in acknowledgement of the relative

brevity of the report (just six pages) | attach a photocopy for your retention. You will note that

two short passages have been deleted. These extracted passages are currently the subject of

discussions between MOD and the relevant pai



From: Room 2.33 ay,

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

3-5 Creat Scotland Yard, London SW1A 2HW

CHOts address: Info(Exp)-Records? Tele: (Direct dial) a

e-mail address: defence.records.1 @gtnet.gov.uk (Gwitchboard) Z 10

Your Reference

Our Reference

D INFO(EXP)R /3/7/8

Sheffield Date

29 May 2001

Nas
Thank you for your letter dated 8 May 2001 raising a number of questions relating to recards

that may be held by the Air Historical Branch (AH8).

Please note tnat | have transferred your letter (together with your SAE) to AHB for reply. S-ould

you wish to contact the branch direct please write 0 Head Ajr Historical

Branch, Building 266, RAF Bentley Priory, Stanmore, Middlesex HA7 3HH.

During your exchanges of correspondence with DAS (Sec), formerly Sec(AS), in

September/October last year a number of closed fies, identified by you, were examined for

DSI/JTIC Report No 7 “Unidentified Flying Objects”. Although unsuccessful my staff remained

alert to your interest in this Report. As a consequence of the routine re-review of another file

(DEFE 19/9 Scientific Intelligence, 1948-1960) | am pleased to be able to advise that a surviving

copy (Copy No 17) of Report No 7 has been found.

The original copy of the Report has been removed from DEFE 19/9 and replaced with a

photocopy to facilitate cataloguing and transfer to the Public Record Office into DEFE 44. it is

hoped that transfer arrangements can be completed within the next month or two.

Rather than suggest that you wait until available at Kew and in acknowledgement of the riative

brevity of the report Gust six pages) | attach,a photocopy for your retention. You will note that

two short passages have been deleted. These extracted passages are currently the subject of

discussions Setween MOD and the relevant part ‘\
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Sheffield

\ vl. : South Yorkshire

Ministry of Defence

Room 8243

Main Building

Whitehall

London SWIA 2HB 15 January 2001

Your ref: D/DAS (Sec)}64/3/1

Deo

Many thanks for your letter of 5 January. The parcel containing copies of the files I

requested arrived here at the end of last week, and in return I enclose a crossed cheque

made out for the amount agreed. It would be helpful if you could let me have a receipt

specifying the work done for use in my end of year accounts.

I wish to thank you and the staff who worked to process my request before the holiday.

Your heip is very much appreciated and the material you sent will be of great neip as part

my ongoing research, which will acknowledge the assistance the MOD have provided.

With regards to my request for copies of “additional UFO policy files 1968-81”, I look

forward to your response when this is convenient. Having reviewed the contents of the

policy file AF/3459/75 I would certainly wish to see more recent policy documents, as

these are directly relevant to my research into the UK Government’s official position on

this nebulous subject.

Further to the above, I wonder if you could include within the category “UFO policy files

1968-81"a copy of the file AF/419 “UFOs: BBC2 Man Alive Programme” which I

believe dates from the year 1972. This TV programme is referred to in the 1970 file, and

is of interest as it appears to have been the first time an MOD spokesperson appeared on

British TV to answer questions on the UFO issue. I’m happy to leave to your discretion

what other files are deemed to fall within the terms of my supplementary request. This

will form the sum total of my request under the Code of Practice for Access to

Government Information.

With regards to my question regarding the location of the missing file DSI/JTIC Report

No 7. I’m satisfied that your staff have done everything reasonable to locate this

document, but it is encouraging that you do not appear to completely rule out the

possibility that it could have survived and may one day be found. In the meantime, I will



continue to pursue other lines of inquiry to locate the document and if successful will

provide the MOD with a new copy for your records.

I look forward to hearing from you,

Yours sincerely,



MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

3-5 Great Scotland Yard, London SWIA 2HW

Tele’ (Direct dial)

Gwitchboard) 020 7218 900C

(Fax)

From: EE. Room 1.01 ie

Your Reference

Our Reference

D Info(Exp)R/3/7/8

Brighouse Date

West Yorkshire JNO)|; i 06 November 2000

Thank you for your letter dated 10 October 2000 in which you raise two further points in

connection with your research into unidentified flying objects (UFOs).

You sought clarification as to the status of DSI/JTIC Report No7.

As | have previously advised only after learning of the existence of this report just a few years

ago my staff have been alert to the need to locate it.

As with other government departments the Ministry of Defence is bound by the terms of the

Public Records Act, 1958 and 1967. The Act requires departrnents to review their records

selecting those thought suitable for permament preservation and to transfer them into the

custody of the Public Record Office at the 30 -year point. Records too sensitive for release at this

point may remain close under the authority of the Lord Chancellor, subject to periodic reviews.

Records not selected for preservation are destroyed no later than the 30-year point.

in keeping with PRO guidance the MOD conducts two main reviews undertaken by Departmental

Record Office (DRO) staff plus an additional pre-review by branches. For records surviving the

pre and first review the final review occurs at the 25-year point ie we are therefore currently

reviewing records created in the mid-1970s.

Our lack of success in locating Report No 7 in the Defence Records archive, the Defence

Intelligence Staff's file store and its apparent absence on the PRO catalogue lead to me conclude

that, regretably, the document has not survived the passage of time.



‘

4s to DEFE 40/27, | have examined this piece and can confirm our previous assessments in that
nue to be retained in department in accordance with Sectionit @: sensitive and should conti

3(4) of the Public Records Act, 1958. | can advice you though that the file, which is in the main a

report of R V Jones’ visit to the States together with a few letters, contains no references to

“UFOs”.

| hope that this clarifies the matter.

Wr Bocce

rd Officer



From: EEE DAS 4a(Sec) go f

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Room 8240, Main Building, Whitehall, London, SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard) 020 7218 900C
(Fan

Your Reference

Our Reference

DAS(Sec)/64/3

Date

South Yorkshire 11 October 2000

Dear
1 am writing further to my letter of 29 September in which I indicated that 1 hoped to be able to reply to

you in greater detail during the course of the first week in October,

Towards the end of your own letter of 4 September you summarised your request for access to information
under the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information, asking six main questions. I shall now

address these questions in the order they were asked but before doing so it might be helpful if I explain the

use of the term "sanitise" in the paragraphs below. This simply means that all personal details (names,
addresses) are obscured as documents that have not been released to the PRO are copied for supply to
individual enquirers.

1) DSI/JTIC Report No 7 Unidentified Flying Objects’ (952) and related intelligence reports on
"UFOs' 1951-52 - I can confirm that a review of closed files has taken place but none were found to

contain the report you seek. As a consequence of this, and earlier searches which failed to locate the
Teport, we conclude it has not survived the passage of time. However, this latest review identified a

number of ‘UFO' related documents, six on DEFE 31/19 and one page on DEFE 44/1 which might be
photocopied and supplied to you, as I sha!I explain below in greater detail. I am informed that these
documents represent the full extent of 'UFO' material contained in closed intelligence records.

2) BJ 5/311 Records of the Meteorological Office, ‘Unidentified Flying Objects': meteorological
aspects, 1968-79 - The file contains some 360 enclosures, mostly letters to and from members of the

public, and is due for release to the Public Records Office in January 2001. Sanitising and
photocopying the contents of the file might be done marginally in advance of that date (see below).

3) AIR 2/18564 Air Ministry/MOD, 'UFO' Report West Freugh 1957-1971 - This file is for release in
January 2002. In the meantime it would be possible to sanitise the dozen or so pages that contain

personal details and photocopy them and the remainder of the file (around 40 documents), supplying

you with those copies (see below).

4) AF/3459/75 'UFOs': Policy and policy statements 1970 - The file includes policy documents,

published articles and pamphlets, and some six pages require sanitising. It would be possible to

photocopy the contents of the file and provide you with copies (see below).

5) Additional policy files 1968-81 - Our researches have identified a substantial number of files,

although many appear to contain correspondence from members of the public. We are now working

on locating those that may include policy documents and shall write to you as soon as we have
completed that research.



@) AIR 20/12556 'UFO' reports January 1974 (additionally AIR 2/18873) - File AIR 20/12556 is not
a'UFO' file. AIR 2/18873 contains public enquiries concerning 'UFOs' covering the period June 1973
to February 1974 and amounts to some 109 enclosures. Additionally, AF/584 contains ‘UFO' reports

for January 1974 amounting to some 100 enclosures. It would be possible to sanitise and photocopy

the contents of both files (see below).

As I mentioned in my letter of 29 September, the Ministry of Defence is bound by the Code of Practice on

Access to Government Information. This means that we are committed to providing you with the

information you require, as long as it is not exempted under the Code. However, to ensure this does not
create an extra burden on the taxpayer, we have a charging regime for more complicated requests. If a

request is likely to require over four hours' work, each hour's work over four hours (or part thereof) is
charged at £15.00 per hour.

We estimate that the number of documents to be copied in the files mentioned in 1-4 and 6 above is in the
region of 800 pages. Assuming it will take two minutes to check, sanitise and photocopy each page our

calculation is that, after the first 4 hours, 22 hours of work at £15.00 per hour will remain totalling some

£330.00. To copy the full 800 pages would be a four day task spread over eight half days. As the fairly
small section likely to take on the work will also be heavily involved in checking material to be released in
January 2001, those eight half days would be spread over an eight week period. The material could be

made available to you during December 2000.

If you decide to wait to view the contents of file BJ 5/311 until its release to the Public Records Office in

January 2001, then the cost of copying the remaining files falls, after deducting the first four hours of

work, to around £160.00. I would be grateful for confirmation that you wish to proceed with this enguiry,

indicating whether including or excluding BJ 5/311, and that you are willing to meet the appropriate

charge. If the cost of obtaining the information is likely to be significantly greater than our estimate

suggests we will contact you again before proceeding further.

I look forward to hearing from you in due course.



righouse + /
West Yorkshire

10/10/00

Dear

Thank you for your letter date 18 September 2000 explaining reasons why you could

not locate ‘Report no. 7’.

However I am not entirely satisfied with this response and wonder if you could clarify

it for me.

As there is a clear reference to the fact that Report no. 7 was retrieved and placed

with materials from 1967, and as the M.O.D., by its own admission, has retained all

UFO files since 1967, this Report should still be in existence. Could you therefore

confirm if it is officially ‘lost’ or whether you believe it still exists but that you cannot

locate it at this moment in time?

There is another matter with which you may be able to help. I am doing detailed

research on the life and career of R.V. Jones and his involvement with UFO study.

After visiting the P.R.O. several times and going through all the existing files I note

that one file in particular, DEFE 40/27, is still closed. This file relates to his visit to

the USA in 1953.

I believe that there is information in this file pertaining to R.V. Jones and UFOs,

specifically in respect of Jones’ meeting with the U.S. ‘Robertson Panel’. Could you

explain why this file is still closed after 30 years please? Would it be possible to

request that it is now declassified? If neither of these are possible could you tell me if

the file does contain UFO material or not? If that is the case then I am requesting

access to or copies of this material and will pay any reasonable costs incurred in

doing so.

May I take this opportunity to thank you for your time and efforts so far with my

requests. I look forward to your reply.



Sheffield

South Yorkshire

Tel:

DAS 4a(Sec)

Ministry of Defence

Room 8240

Main Building

Whitehall

London SW1A 2HB 10 October 2000

Your ref: DAS(Sec)/64/3

D %cor ok.

Many thanks for your letters of 29 September and 6 October in response to my request

for access for MOD documents under the Code of Practice on Access to Government

Information. Firstly, I wish to thank you and your staff for the help you have provided

and the efficient and detailed attention which my enquiries have received.

Secondly, thank you for listing the contents of the documents you have located, and for

explaining both the ‘sanitisation’ procedure and the details of the charging regime for

copies which I feel is very reasonable. On that basis I want to confirm that I wish to

proceed with this enquiry in terms of the documents requested, listed as nos. 1 and 3-6 in

your letter of 6 October, and that I am willing to meet the appropriate charge specified.

With reference to the question concerning the contents of the Meteorological Office file,

BJ 5/311 (no. 2 in your list); after taking into consideration the fact that an “un-sanitised’

version of this document will be available at the Public Record Office from 1 January

2001, I feel it would be an unecessary waste of your staff resources to request a copy of

this document from the MOD at this late stage. Therefore I do not wish to proceed with

this particular part of my request.

With ref to no. 5 in your list ‘additional policy files 1968-81" I am grateful that you have

been able to identify a number of files relating to this enquiry, and I wish to proceed with

my request for access to these documents. I realise there will probably be a large number

of documents which fall within this category. It might therefore help if you could provide

me with a brief summary of the number of files and pages, estimated cost of copying and

the years and subjects they relate to, when your research is completed.



Finally, with regards to my request for access to DSUJTIC Report No 7 on UFOs

(1952). It is disappointing that this document has not been located during your review of

closed files. The attachment I enclosed with my letter of September 4 clearly

demonstrated this document existed in 1967 when it was referred to by an officer of the

DSTI branch, DI55. It seems improbable that such an important document (the basis of a

briefing by the Secretary of State for Air to Prime Minister Winston Churchill in 1952)

would have been lost or ‘not have survived the passage of time’ when other material of

lesser interest has survived and is available in the Public Record Office today.

From the DSI/JTIC committee minutes available at the PRO it is stated that a ‘watered

down’ copy of the Report No. 7 was being considered for release to the Press during

October 1952 by DDI (Security), so it is possible copies may have been sent to a number

of different MOD departments. As it is also noted that the Americans (presumably the US

Air Force) would have to be consulted before any Press release, copies of Report No 7

may also have been sent to the US Embassy in 1952-53. In addition. there is a note in the

minutes stating thaytopy of this report had been seni iv Su Henry Tizard, whose papers
are preserved at the Imperial War Museum. | intend to visit the Museum to research
Tizard’s papers in the near future, and will notify you if I find the document among these

papers.

In the meantime, I would appreciate any information or advice you could supply as to the

options which remain open to me in terms of requesting a further, comprehensive search

of Defence Records to locate this historically important Intelligence report.

I look forward to hearing from you again before the end of the year as and when the first

part of this request is processed.

Yours Sincerely,



From: Room 1.01

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

3-5 Great Scotland Yard, London SW1A 2HW

Teie: (Direct dial)

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

Your Reference

Our Reference

D Info(Exp)R/3/7/8
Brighouse Date

West Yorkshire i) 18 September 2000

-_
Thank you for your letter dated 4 September 2000 seeking information on a document DSI/JTIC
Report No. 7 “Unidentified Flying Objects” produced in the early 1950s.

| am aware that contained in the minutes of meetings of the Directorate of Scientific intelligence
and Joint Technical Intelligence Committee, 1950-51, (DEFE 10/496), released by the Ministry of
Defence some four years, there are references to the Working Party on Flying Saucers and to the
fact that a report was subsequently produced. | can assure you that in recent years atternpts
have been made to locate a copy but unfortunately efforts to date have proved unsuccessful,

I can confirm that we have found papers on file DEFE 10/497, which is already available for
scrutiny at the Public Record Office, that do record that the DSI/JTIC considered in 1952
publication of a report but nothing to confirm.that publication actually occurred.

| hope that you find this information helpful. \
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Bnghouse

West Yorkshire

Dear Sir or Madam,

I wonder if you could assist me with the following query:

Iam researching material for an academic book on the subject of the UK

Government’s involvement with the subject of UFOs/Flying Saucers. As you know

there has been much material released into the PRO over recent years concerning this

subject, and I have been able to work with this material. However, whilst searching

for one particular document I have experienced difficulties, as follows.

The document is question is called DSV/JTIC Report No 7 On Unidentified Flying

Objects. It was created in 1952 by a ‘Flying Saucer Working Party’. There are several

instances of minutes where this report and the composition of the working party are

discussed yet the actual report itself is missing from the relevant files held at the

PRO.

However the file must be in existence because evidence exists that it was retrieved in

1967 by a member of the DSTI branch, DI55. That this is the case is demonstrated by

1.E.Dickison’s note in file AIR 2/18117 where he states, “we have recovered all but

two of the files on UFOs for the period 1951-52..... we consider that the report

DSI/ITIC Report No. 7, Unidentified Flying Objects covers the situation as a whole

for such activity at that time.”

As Lhave been told that aif UFO files from 1967 have been retained, and as DSI/JTIC

Report No. 7 is clearly mentioned as having been retrieved in 1967 it should have

been lodged in the UFO files for 1967 which have now been released. Close scrutiny

of these files revealed that report No. 7 does not appear to be there, nor is there any

mention of the file. As it was created in 1952 surely it has long since passed the 30

Year Rule marker and should be available to members of the public.

Based on the above information and current legislation about the release of

documents I am therefore requesting any information you have about Report No. 7

and if at all possible to see a copy of the file. | am quite prepared to pay any costs

incurred.

If, however, you deny any knowledge of this report I would like an explanation as to

how it was retrieved in 1967 yet appears to be missing. If you have the report but are

withholding it from public scrutiny I would be interested to know why.



@ From my own research I am satisfied that the government position on UFOs, ie that

they are of no defence significance, misperceptions etc is valid. But from an academic

point of view being able to see this report would throw considerable light on UK UFO

policy in the early 1950s and it is for this reason1 wish to see the report.

I realise that this sort of enquiry may not be a high priority for you but having spent

many weeks at the PRO looking for this document and being unable to locate it I am

obviously trying any avenues which appear relevant.

Thanks



Sheffield

South Yorkshire

Tel:

Secretariat(Air Staff)2 °

Ministry of Defence

Room 8247

Main Building

Whitehall

Lendon SW1iA 2HB 4 September 2000

Your reference: D/Sec(AS)64/3

Dea a

Thank you for your letter of 23 August referring to my requests for access to

UFO-related MOD files, addressed to Sec (AS)2 and the MOD Record Officer.

Firstly, let me assure you that other than the four letters you mention, addressed to Sec

(AS)2 and the Record Officer I have not made any additional requests to other parts of

the MOD for access to UFO-telated files. For your information, I contacted the MOD

Records Officer directly and separately because I was advised to do so by staff at the

Public Records Office. I had asked the PRO for help in determining the specific clasure

period and content of certain Defence Intelligence files retained by the MOD under

Section 3(4) of the Public Record Act 1967 which I wished to access under the

Freedom of Information legislation. Staff advised that [ should contact the MOD

Record Officer directly, and provided an address for me to do so. As my request for

access related to “historical” files - dating from 1950-1971 - I felt this would not fall

within the remit of See (AS) 2.

Secondly, thankyou for explaining the MOD’s policy relating to the 30-year retention

of files and the duty which the Department has to protect the confidentiality of

employees and third parties. I did misunderstand the general policy, and fully accept

your reasoning, as it is strictly applied under present legislation. However, my point

was that confidentiality should only extend to material which is not already in the

public domain - hence my comment upon the many UFO reports on file at the MOD

which have already been the subject of publicity in newspapers, TV etc and where the

identity of observers is known and their views have been quoted in the media (a

number of whom, for example RAF air crews, are ex-MOD employees!). For this

reason I find it difficult to understand why files which consist largely of newspaper

cuttings (for example Air 2/18871-4) should remain ‘closed’ for 30 years if the MOD

wishes “to encourage more open and accountable government by establishing a general

statutory right of access to official records and through culture change throughout the

public sector” (MOD website - Freedom of Information).



@ That caveat aside, I do understand and sympathise with the MOD’s position on the
subject of UFOs. My ongoing research into the social history of the subject at the PRO

and the British Library hes demonstrated how dealing with inquiries about UFOs has

become an on-going public relations problem for your staff dating back to the early

50s. On the subject of “UFOs” themselves, I completely concur with the MOD’s

conclusions that the vast majority - if not all - observations can be explained as

misindentifications of natural phenomena, balloons, planets and stars etc. However, the

ongoing ‘will to believe’ in the existence of ‘exotic’ UFOs intruding into UK airspace

on the part of UF Ologists and the attitude of the media, which you note observers

often seek out to promote their alleged experiences, has meant the UFO myth has

continued to develop and will not go away.

It is precisely these social and psychological contexts - particularly periods of Press

interest and Parliamentary Questions - which I am examining as part of my on-going

research based at the National Centre for English Cultural Tradition and Language,

University of Sheffield. The paperwork generated by the various MOD departments

which have dealt with the UFO issue - both in terms of public and internal policy -

since 1950 are a crucial source of information for my project, hence my request for

access to documents which currently fall within the 30 year rule.

I am grateful that you are taking the trouble to retrieve and review the UFO-related

files to which I have requested access, and look forward to your progress report at the

end of September.

In the meantime, as new information has come to light I am now in a position to be

more specific in terms of my request for access to files addressed to the MOD Record

Officer on 27 July and 7 August. I am now able to precisely specify the name and

what I suspect to be the current location of the file/s to which I referred in my earlier

requests to the Record Officer, The document I am seeking is known as DSYITIC

Report No. 7 on Unidentified Flying Objects. It was created in 1952 by the ‘Flying

Saucer Working Party’ set up in August 1950 at the request of Sir Henry Tizard.

DSI/JTIC minutes I have viewed at the Public Record Office (DEFE 4/74-76) — dew rol #6
demonstrate that the Working Party consisted of representatives from DSTI, ADNI #01
(Tech), MI 10 and ADI (Tech). Report No 7 is referred to in a minute of 7 October

1952 and is listed on a register of DSL/JTIC reports in DEFE 41/76 (see enclosed,

Attachment A). However, the document is missing from the DSV/JTIC reports and

papers which are contained within DEFE 152-54. This is not because the file has been 9 Det
destroyed, but rather because it was “retrieved” (moved to another file?) by a member * :

of the DSTI branch, DI55, in December 1967. In evidence for this assertion, I attach a

copy (enclosed, Attachment B) of an internal memo, copied from PRO file Air

2/18117, where JE Dickison of D155 states that: “we [DI55] have recovered all but

two of the Metropole {ie Intelligence) files on UFOs for the period 195 1-2...we

consider that the report DSV/JTIC Report No. 7 Unidentified Flying Objects covers

the situation as a whole for such activity at that time.”

It is accepted that all files and papers relating to UFOs have been permanently

preserved by the MOD from 1967 at the request of the Secretary of the State for

Defence. Attachment B demonstrates that DSI/JTIC Report No 7 existed in 1967, and

should therefore still exist today if that policy has been followed. I would suggest a



*

@ copy of the report will be found in the DIS/DSTI Intelligence Papers from the period
1967-70 (possibly DEFE 31/19,64 and/or DEFE 44/1), which cover the period during

which it was ‘retrieved’ by DI55. Further copies may well exist in other MOD

departments, and I would be surprised if even today Air Staff are not aware of this

document, as its conclusions (that UFOs do not exist} appear to form the origin of the

MOD’s policy on UFOs from 1952 right up to the present day!

As the original report was created in 1952, it should be available for public scrutiny

under the 30 year rule and I request access to a copy of this document plus any

attached appendices under the Freedom of Information Act.

To summarise my request for access to UFO-related documents, set out in my letters

to the MOD Record Officer on 27 July and 7 August and to Sec (AS) 2 of I and 11

August, these are:

1. DSI/JTIC Report No 7, Unidentified Flying Objects (1952), plus related

Intelligence reports on UFOs, 1951-2 (see attachment).

2. BJ 5/311 Records of the Meteorological Office. Unidentified Flying

Objects: meteorological aspects, 1968-1970

3. Air 2/18564 Air MinistryYMOD UFO Report: West Freugh, 1957-1971

4 AF/3459/75 UFOs: Policy and Policy Statements 1970. This file plus

additional policy files 1968-1981.

5. Air 20/12556 (?) UFO reports January 1974 (additionally Air 2/18873 may

contain information relevant to reports in this month.)

I feel this is a reasonable request for access to MOD documents under the terms of the

draft Freedom of Information Act. Based upon the knowledge I already have

pertaining to their contents, there is nothing contained within these documents which

could conceivably compromise national security, or the privacy of individuals,

particularly if any sensitive personal details are removed before release.

I would be happy to pay any reasonable charges for access to this material, and wish to

thankyou in advance for your efforts to retrieve and review these documents.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerel



From: nn Room 1.01 a) °
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE \.
3-5 Great Scotland Yard, London SW1A 2HW

Tele: (Direct dial) |
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

Your Reference

Our Reference

DR/3/7/8

Sheffield Date

South Yorkshire 08 August 2000

\pho od

Defence Intelligence Staff: Registered Files

Thank you for your letter dated August clarifying further your area of interest in seeking the

release ofa number of files originated by the Defence Intelligence Staff over the years.

As | previously advised in view of the number of files involved, increased as a result of the

discovery that a number of files in DEFE27 had sensitive passages removed to permit the release

of the remainder of the file, it is my intention to provide you with a report of our progress of the

review af this material towards the end of September.
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Sheffield

South Yorkshire

Room 1.61

Minstry of Defence

3-5 Great Scotland Yard

London SW1A 2HW 7 August 2000

Your Reference: DR/3/7/8

Defence Intelligence Staff: Registered Files

Dea

Thank vou for your letter 31 July, in reply to my application for the release of certain

Defence Intelligence and predecessor departments records in the DEFE class.

Thanks also for clarifying the position with regards to the status of the records within

DEFE 31/19, 64 and DEFE 44/1, which are currently retained in department in

accordance with Section 3(4) of the Public Records Act 1958.

I very much appreciate your intention to arrange for a rereview of the closed records to

which I requested access, andI hope I can provide some additional information which

may help this process. Could I point out that of the 30 files concerned, I am solely

interested in locating those records or minutes which relate to the subject of ‘unidentified

flying objects’ which may also be referred to as ‘aerial phenomena’, ‘unidentified

aircraft’ ‘flying saucers’ or ‘anomolous radar tracks.’ This may help save you time and

effort in your rereview, and I hope the information in this letter will help you locate the

specific records to which I refer.

Lam led to believe it was the Air Ministry’s policy, until 1962, to routinely destroy

records relating to unidentified flying objects at five yearly intervals. This practice was

ended following Parliamentary Questions and all files have been preserved by the MOD

since 1967. However, a number of Air Ministry UFO records from the 1950s, especially

where these relate to Parliamentary Questions, have survived and are available for

viewing at the PRO. The location of Intelligence records relating to UFOs, generated by

DSTI/DSI, remains a mystery but there are clues which suggest at least some did survive
and are still retained by the MOD under Section 3(4) above.

f

“

S
e

re
)

fe
”



There are references in some of the PRO files which relate to Intelligence papers on

UFOs generated by the DST staff during this period. For example, I’m enclosing a copy

of a loose minute found in PRO file Air 2/18117 sent to Department $4 (Air) by J Ey but

Dickison of DI55 on 13 December 1967. It describes how staff had “recovered”,two “
Intelligence files on UFOs for the period 1951-52, and refers to one of these specifically

as “report DSI/JTIC Report No. 7 — Unidentified Flying Objects.” This is good evidence

that at least some Intelligence files on UFOs did survive from this period.

From an examination of the PRO catalogue, it would appear these files - if they still exist

— should be listed under the DEFE elass 44/1 which is a register of JSTI/DSTI/DSI

reports and memoranda for the period from 1946 onwards. DEFE 31/19 and 64 may also

contain Intelligence reports on UFOs for the period 1967-1972 which should have been

retained under the 1962 policy referred to above.

[hope this information assists in your rereview of the documents I have described and I

look forward to hearing from you in due course,

Yours Sincerel



To: Basence Records 1 rom: Defence Records 1
Room 1.01

Great Scotland Yard

Date: 08 August 2000 Tel: |]

Your Ref: Our Ref: DR/3/7/8

ubject: ENQUIRY FROM A MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC: DEFENCE INTELLIGENCE FILES

Reference: My memos dated 31 July and 1 August 2000.

1. lattach a photocopy off response to my letter acknowledging his request for the

review of a large number of DI files recorded as retained in department in accordance with $3(4)

of the PRA,

2. In an attempt to be helpful he further expands on his area of interest - “ufos” - notwithstanding

this limited area of interest please ensure that the 64 files (approx) are reviewed with the view to

possible release. Please advise of any that might fall into his area of interest, whether releasable

or not. | am of course aware of the reference to “ufos” in DEFE 44/7 DSI/ITIC Report No 7 ~

Unidentified Flying Objects. Of which no copy is known to have survived. | believe that there are

no other references in this piece to this particular phenomena, but confirm.

3. Finally, |efas written separately to Sec(AS) about access to a variety of files including

those that continue the run preserved at the PRO as peredb/1 78& 719. Former reference
DI/55/40/9/1 Parts 1 & 2. Please ask Eto bring me up to date on his review of DI

material in general and specifically DI55 material. | seem to recall that 3 or 4 years ago, when

visiting DI.55, he became aware that, other that these two files, no other “ufo” files survived until

the late 1970s or was it the tate 1980s (7). He also saw documentary evidence recording the

destruction of these parts. Can he provide dates of destruction for each file part and the dates

covered by each file (or better still copies of the destruction certificates).

\ uv

Rank: C2 Name in Block Letter S|



From: P| Room 1.01

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

3-5 Great Scotland Yard, London SWIA 2HW

Tele: (Direct dial)

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

(Fax)

Your Reference

Our Reference

DR/3/7/8

Sheffield Date

South Yorkshire 31 July 2000

“hee
Defence Intelligence Staff: Registered Files

Thank you for your letter dated 21 July 2000 concerning the status of records -

64, DEFE 44/1 and DEFE 2] - selected for preservation at the Public Record Office that are

retained in department in accordance with Section 3(4) of the Public Records Acts, 1958, and

your wish for these records to be released.

As you may be aware all government departments are required to review their records in

accordance with the terms of the Public Records Act, 1958 and 1967. Records selected for

permament preservation are transferred into the custody of the Public Record Office (or some

other suitable institution) where they generally become available to the public after 30 years ie

the "30-year rule”. Records not selected for permament preservation are destroyed.

The very few records that are too sensitive for release at the normal 30-year point may be closed

by either being retained in department (Section 3(4) of the Act)) or by being placed on extended

closure for a period between 40 and 90 years (ection 5(1)). Retained records are closed under

the authority of the Lord Chancellor, but are subject to a rereview at least once every 10 years

until release into the public domain is possible. Records closed under the extended closure

arrangement are transferred to the PRO for release at the future designated date. The status of

whole files either retained or subject to extended closure is noted on the PRO catalogue. Where

pages from files are subject to a similar process a “dummy” or a photocopy of the redacted

pages are appropriately endorsed.

However, the White Paper on Open Government, Cm 2290, published July 1993 set out a number

of initiatives that, subject to resources, would see the release of records hither to closed for

more that 30 years. For example, greater use of the extraction and redaction techniques



whereby sensitive papers or passages could be removed thereby permitting the release af some

part of a file, and to consider ad Aoc requests from researchers of records closed for loniger than
30 years. As a result of these and other initiatives the Ministry of Defence has released igekcess

. 11,750 records originally closed for longer than 30 years.

So9. your request for the release of certain Defence Intelligence and predecessor
departments records is concerned DEFE 31/19, 64 and DEFE 44/1 are all retained in department

in accordance with Section 3(4) of the Public Records Act, 1958. From a cursory examination of

the PRO catalogue on the internet | note that 34 of the 72 records assigned to class DEFE27 are

open and available to the public.

In keeping with the MOD’s commitment to greater openness | am prepared to arrange for the

rereview of the closed records you have expressed an interest in. You will appreciate that our

review programme for the year is well established thus the review of more than 30 additional

files will have an impact on my scarce resources. But | plan to give you a report on our progress

in about two months.



To: @..... Records 1] ~ Sensitivity From: Dafence Records 1 oe
Room 1.01

Great Scotland Yard

Date: 31 July 2000 Tel: | |

Your Ref: Our Ref: DR/3/7/8

Subject: ENQUIRY FROM A MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC: DEFENCE INTELLIGENCE FIL!

1. \ ie written seeking access to a number of Defence Intelligence files (see

attached).

2. From a cursory examination of the PRO catalogue | have reduced his initial list of 75 files to 41!

They are: DEFE 33/19, 69, DEFE 44/1, DEFE 21/1 - 4, 8-12, 16817, 20, 28 - 30, 32, 36, 38,

47, 51 - 56, 58 and G1 - 72,

3. You will note that DEFE 44/7 is included. There is no way that we will release this, but please

look at it and note the sensitivity sheet (| wish to ensue that whenever retained material is

rereviewed we maintain an up to date record of the review history for FOI and appeal purposes).

4, Please note that | have undertaken to report our progress in about two month’s time | would

therefore like a progress report mid-September. ’

Rank: C2 Name in Block Letter ps



Sheffield

South Yorkshire

Tel:

Departmental Record Officer

Defence Records

Room 7/40

Metropole Building

Northumberland Avenue

London WC2N 5BL

21 July 2000

Dear Sir/Madam,

Defence Intelligence Staff: Registered Files

The Enquiry staff at the Public Record Office have suggested that I write to you in order

to follow up an enquiry concerning the status of a group of MOD files which are

currently “retained by the Department under section 3 (4) of the Public Record Act

1958.”

The files in question all appear to have been deposited at the Public Record Office. They

fall under the class reference DEFE and contain papers generated by the work of the

MOD Defence Intelligence Staff. They include:

DEFE 31/19 DIS and DSTI Intelligence Papers 1967-1970

DEFE 31/64 DIS/DSTI intelligence 1970-1972

DEFE 44/1 DSI, later DSTI: Reports and Memoranda; Register of JSTI/DSTI/DS]

reports and memoranda, 1946-1991.

DEFE 21 DSI Registered Files 1950-1964

L understand from the PRO that records would be retained under the 30 year rule until the

latest date in the sequence covered by the file, in which case DEFE 31/19 above should

be available for public scrutiny on 1 January 2001. Could you confirm if that is the case?

More...

ma



@ for DEFE 44/1, although this file contains material more than 50 years old, it might
not be released until 2021 because it also contains material dating from 1991. In the case

of files held under class DEFE 21, these apparently contain files created by both the old

Directorate of Scientific Intelligence between 1950-1964, which should be open;

however, they also contain later material from the DSTI relating to the period 1964-1991,

which under the terms of the 1967 Act would remain closed until 2021.

In these circumstances, would it not be possible to make an exception and allow access to

the reports and memoranda contained within those files which specifically relate to the

period 1946-1969, which would fall under the terms of the 30 year rule?

I understand that under the Freedom of Information Act all Government records — other

that those created by the Security and Special Services - should be made available for

public scrutiny unless it can be demonstrated their disclosure would clearly cause harm

to “national security, defence and international relations...the internal discussion of

Government policy [and/or] personal privacy.”

I understand from the FOI unit that individual departments do have the power to make

exceptions and allow access to ‘closed’ material for research purposes in certain

circumstances. In my case, I am researching the UK MOD’s involvement in the study of

Unidentified Flying Objects, both in terms of the Air Staff and Defence and Scientific

Intelligence, within the context of a sociological study based in an established academic

department. The research is supported by the University of Sheffield, where J have an

Honorary Research Fellowship from the National Centre for English Cultural Tradition,

School of English.

I wish to apply for access to the files specified above under the Freedom of Information

Act, and I would appreciate any information you can provide with regards to their current

closure status under the current Access to Public Records Act, 1967.

[hope you are able to help and look forward to hearing from you,
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AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION IZ

Applicant: sae

Case Number: 04-102005-175642-002 Expiry: 01/11/2005

The Applicant has made the following request for information:

How many reports of UFO sightings, alien abduction, crop circles, cattle

mutilation and other strange phenomena have been reported in or above the

borough of Bolton in the last 50 years?

We would like a total fiqure and breakdown of numbers for each category.

Do any eyewitness accounts exist of these sittings or experiences? If so,

please provide copies.

Do any pictures, photegraphs or artists’ impressions exist of the said UFOs,

crop circles, cattle mutilation etc? If so, please make copies available.

What action was taken by the Government in light of the reported

sightings/aileged experiences/situations and which Government departments

dealt with them?

Of the reported sightings/alleged experiences/situations have any proved to

be legitimate so far as the Government or associated agencies can

determine?

If so, which ones?

Is it possible to provide a breakdown of the number of UFO sightings, alien

abductions, crop circles and cattle mutilations over the last 50 years in the

major towns and cities in the UK? If so, please provide details.

Case for release of information

| informed |EEEBf our policy of not investigating UFOs.
That the amount of time it would take to search through 25 years worth of files

would exceed the £600 limit set by the Freedom of Information Act.

| enclosed a number of the total number of aerial sighting reports received by

the MOD from 1959 to date.

1 informed him that he could retrieve information about UFOs from The

National Archives and The Defence Freedom of Information Publication

Scheme and gave him the web sites.

Finally, intormed|EEEEEf our policy on crop circles, alien abduction and
cattle mutilation.



Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation for the release of the aforementioned information

to the Applicant.

Grade/Rank: de: beceeesaeeeeeenens — «| be tee eae eeeeeeeeaeeees

sieneture cee e cece bea eee ee a eee eee eeeeae esa ceeeaeeaeteeceeneeseneeeenenees

2006Date:...../! ln



From:

Directorate of Air Staff —- Freedom of Information 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

5h Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7248 9000

(Fax}

Your Reference:

Our Reference:

Bolton 04-10-2005-175642-002

Lancashire Date:

9 November 2005

Dea

I am writing concerning your Freedom of Information request for information regarding all UFO

sightings, alien abduction, crop circles, cattle mutilation and other strange phenomena that have

been reported in or above the borough of Bolton in the last 50 years. Your request has been passed

to this Department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence

regarding UFOs.

First, it may be helpful if I explain that the Ministry of Defence examines any reports of

‘unidentified flying objects’ it receives solely to establish whether what was seen might have some

defence significance; namely, whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdom’s airspace

might have been compromised by unauthorised aircraft. Unless there is evidence of a potential

threat to the United Kingdom from an external source, and to date no ‘UFO’ report has revealed

such evidence, we do not attempt to identify the precise nature of each sighting reported to us. We

believe that rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural phenomena could be found for

them if resources were diverted for this purpose, but it is not the function of the MOD to provide

this kind of aerial identification service. It would be an inappropriate use of defence resources if

we were to do so.

With regard to the records we hold of UFO sightings, and some drawings and photographs of

UFOs reported to the MOD, I should inform you that they are not held electronically but are filed

on paper files in the order in which they are received. We currently hold such records spanning a

25 year period and they are not segregated according to area or region. If we were to examine all

these records in order to identify those from the Bolton area and the major towns and cities in the

UK that you have requested, the cost would exceed the £600 limit set for the Freedom of

Information Act 2000. However, we are in the process of compiling a database of UFO reports

and this has now been completed for the years 2002, 2003, 2004 and to date in 2005. During these

years there were no UFO sightings reported in the Bolton area. Enclosed for your information, is a

list of the total number of aerial sighting reports received from 1959 to date.

You may also wish to be aware that there is some information about UFOs available for public

viewing. MOD files were routinely destroyed after 5 years until 1967 when they were generally



v
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preserved for The National Archives. A few have survived before 1967 and these together with

Ours up to 1977 are now available for viewing. The National Archives can be contacted at

uskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or telephone, 020 8876 3444. The National

Archives also have a website giving information about the records they hold and how to access

them. This can be found on the internet at http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. The Ministry of

Defence Freedom of Information Publication Scheme also contains documents relating to UFO’s.

These can be accessed via the internet at http:/Awww.foi.mod.uk. A search in the Scheme under

‘UFO’ will take you to this information.

With regard to crop circles, alien abduction and cattle mutilation, occasionally a member of the

public does write to us about these issues, but there is no evidence to suggest that these

phenomena are caused by anything of military concern and the MOD does not therefore

investigate reported sightings or carry out research into them. Also the MOD’s policy and view in

relation to the alien abduction phenomenon, is that we are not aware of any evidence which

substantiate the existence of extraterrestrial activity. The matter of abduction by alien lifeforms is

a non-issue as far as the MOD is concerned. Abduction/kidnap and cattle mutilation in the general

sense is, of course, a criminal offence and as such would be a matter for the civil police.

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to

complain about any aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the undersigned

in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review by

contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6" Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall,
SWIA 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may wish to take your complaint to the

Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.

Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD

internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the

Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner’s website,

http://www .informationcommissioner.gov.uk.

Yours sincerely
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infosubject: Under the Freedom of Information Act I would like to request the

following information. A prompt response would be appreciated.

How many reports of UFO sightings, alien abduction, crop circles, cattle mutilation

and other strange phenomena have been reported in or above the borough of Bolton in

the last 50 years?

We would like a total figure and breakdown of numbers for each category.

Do any eyewitness accounts exist of these sitings or experiences? If so, please provide

copies.

Do any pictures, photographs or artists’ impressions exist of the said UFOs, crop

circles, cattle mutilation etc? If so, please make copies available.

What action was taken by the Government in light of the reported sightings/alleged

experiences/situations and which Governmental departments dealt with them?

Of the reported sightings/alleged experiences/situations have any proved to be

legitimate so far as the Government or associated agencies can determine?

If so, which ones?

Is it possible to provide a breakdown of the number of UFO sightings, alien

abductions, crop circles and cattle mutilations over the last 50 years in the major

towns and cities in the UK? If so, please provide details.

Thank you very much



AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION Vers

Applicant: an

Case Number: 26-10-2005-140158-010 Expiry: 23/11/2005

The Applicant has made the following request for information:

Under the Freedom of Information Act could you please tell me how many

reports of UFOs there have been in the Swansea area over the past 25 years

and what action has been taken in respect of them.

Case for release of information

| have informed EE of how files are not stored electronically but are
filed on paper files in the order in which they are received. That the amount of

years, he was expecting to receive reports about, was over the £600 limit, set

by the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

| looked on the database and found two reports from Swansea, in 2002 and

2005, for which | gave him the details.

| informed | of our policy of not investigating UFOs.

Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation for the release of the aforementioned information

to the Applicant.



From:
Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information 4

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

5th Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone {Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard)

P| Your Reference:

Swansea Our Reference:

West Glamorgan 26-10-2005-140158-010

Wales Date:

| 9 November 2005

Dear

I am writing concerning your Freedom of Information request regarding the number of UFO

reports that have been reported from the Swansea area to the Ministry of Defence in the last 25

years. Your request has been passed to this Department as we are the focal point within the

Ministry of Defence for correspondence regarding UFO’s.

First it may be helpful if I explain that the Ministry of Defence examines any reports of

‘unidentified flying objects’ it receives solely to establish whether what was seen might have some

defence significance; namely, whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdom’s airspace

might have been compromised by unauthorised aircraft. Unless there is evidence of a potential

threat to the United Kingdom from an external source, and to date no ‘UFO’ report has revealed

such evidence, we do not attempt to identify the precise nature of each sighting reported to us. We

believe that rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural phenomena could be found for

them if resources were diverted for this purpose, but it is not the function of the MOD to provide

this kind of aerial identification service. It would be an inappropriate use of defence resources if

we were to do so.

With regard to the records we hold of UFO sightings reported to the MOD I should inform you

that they are not held electronically but are filed on paper files in the order in which they are

received. We currently hold such records spanning a 25 year period but they are not segregated

according to area or region. If we were to examine all of these records in order to identify all

reports from Swansea, the cost would exceed the £600 limit set for the Freedom of Information

Act 2000. However we are in the process of compiling a database of UFO reports and this has

now been completed for the years 2002, 2003, 2004, and to date 2005. During those years there

were two reports from Swansea, the details are as follows:-

09/01/02 23:30 Swansea West Glamorgan | Green, circular

object, that was

hovering in it’s

position.

January 2005 Swansea West Glamorgan | Said it looked



like a parachute

flare.

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to

complain about any aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the undersigned

in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review by

contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6" Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall,
SWI1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may wish to take your complaint to the

Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.

Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD

internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the

Information Commissioner can be found on the |=Commissioner’s website,

http://www. informationcommissioner.gov.uk.

Yours sincerely
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AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION

Applicant
Case Number: 16-09-2005-091829-002 Expiry: 13/10/2005 protk

peevede Uf,

The Applicant has made the following request for information:

Lam writing to obtain a hard copy (preferred, if possible) of the MOD’s polic a ah Ms
Statement on Unidentified Flying Objects. The MOD webpage on classes of

information lists it thus:

“Unidentified Flying Objects: per fy
MOD's policy statement on alleged UFO phenomenon, and reports which

have been released to the public from November 2002 unless otherwise=: ae
lf there are any official documents relating to the number of recent sightings be , ¢

submitted to or on record at the MOD, | would like to acquire hard copies. ; l

Tas lous bd
LR |

Case for release of information

| have informed [that he can obtain a hard copy of the MOD’s policy
statement on Unidentified Flying Objects/UFO phenomenon, by looking up the

information on the Ministry of Defence Freedom of Information Publication

Scheme and also that further information can be found in the Publication

Scheme Reading Room.

| have informed Bhat we regulary receive UFO reports from the
public and that they are put on file in the order in which they are received. |

have asked EID clarify as to what recent reports he is interested in, as
in a specific month/s or area.

Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation for the release of the aforementioned information

to the Applicant.

Grade/Rank: be. Vieaeceunauseeeens — | Veeeeeauenesenersanes

signature.lL eeeenedeeaebeneeeueseeeteneneetenersaetenereaeneuseeseneseeessags



From:

Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

5 Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

(Fax)

Your Reference:

London Our Reference:

FY 16-09-2005-091829-002

Date:

28 October 2005

Dear

I am writing concerning your Freedom of Information request for a hard copy of the Ministry of

Defence’s policy statement on the UFO phenomena. This office is the focal point within the

Ministry of Defence for correspondence regarding UFO’s.

I am sorry you have been unable to obtain a copy of our policy statement via the MOD Freedom of

Information Publication Scheme. This can be accessed via the internet at http://Avww.foi.mod.uk.

If you search under ‘UFO’ and then click on ‘Policy’ you will be able to view and print the

relevant document. This search will also take you to the other UFO related documents in the

Scheme. The Reading Room which can be accessed from the Publication Scheme home page also

contains replies to some of the FOI requests we have already answered about UFO’s. I have

enclosed a copy of our ‘Policy’ statement for your information.

With regard to your request about recent UFO sightings, we regularly receive UFO reports from

the public and they are filed on paper files in the order in which they are received.

To date this year, we have received 89 sighting reports. To process all 89 reports would exceed the

£600 limit set by the Freedom of Information Act, but if you would like to specify any recent

reports you are interested in (for example a specific month/s or area), we may be able to assist

you.

I hope this is helpful.

Yours sincerely



16092005 BH 6-09-2005-091829-002 Page 1 of3
‘

@ GA Home Socuments and Lists Create Site Settings Help Up to FOL

AITCases
16092005: EN 6-09-2005-091829-002

VadNew Item | [edit tem | 9X Delete Item | Alert Me | Go Back to List

Title: eo:|OP-09-2005-091829-002

Person_ Title:

First_Name:

Surname:

Organisation: Researcher

Applicant_Type: Not Specified

Address_Line_1i:

Address_Line_2:

Address, Line _3: London

TownCity:

Country: United Kingdom

Telephone:

Fax:

Request_Details: Dear sir/Madame:

Lam writing to obtain a hard copy (preferred,

if possible} of the MOD's policy Statement on

Unidentified Flying Objects. The MOD

webpage on classes of information lists it

thus:

“Unidentified Flying Objects:

MOD's policy statement on alleged UFO

phenomenon, and reports which have been

released to the public from November 2002

unless otherwise stated,”

If there are any other official documents

relating to the number of recent sightings

submitted to or on record at the MOD, I would

liek to acquire hard copies.

Many thanks,

Case_Number: 16-09-2005-091829-002

Originator: oD

User_Group: GxAITESTPTCDAS

Date_Received: 15/09/2005

Date_Due: 13/10/2005

Status: Open

Responder: O10)

Vexatious_Type:

Vexatious_Reason:

http://aitportal/sites/aitcases/Lists/16092005/DispForm.aspx?ID=3 16/09/2005



- 16092005 - I 0-09-2005-091829-002 Page 2 of3

@ Quick_Response_Type:
Quick_Resp_Cov_Letter_Issued: No

Media_Preference_Met:

Media_Date_Sent:

Media_Response_Sent:

Media_Preference_Comments:

Closed:

Date_Closed:

Media_ Type: electronic

Requested Language: English

Standard_Response_Comment:

Offline_Assigned_To:

Offline_Date_Due:

Offline_Date_Responded:

Ext_Ref_Department_Name:

Ext_Ref_Sent_To_PRO:

Ext_Ref_Date_Sent_To_PRO:

Ext_Ref_PRO_Accepted:

Ext_Ref_Date_PRO_Accepted:

Vexatious_Supporting_Cases:

Vexatious_Authorised_By:

Vexatious_Date_Authorised:

Vexatious, Reference:

Request_Location:

Hold_ Resp_Reason:

Hold_Resp_Request_Type:

Hold_Resp_Date_Response_Expected:

Hoid_Resp_LetterSent:

Hold_Resp_Date_Letter_Sent:

On_Hold:

Exemption_Applied: No

Exemptions_Authorised_By:

Exemptions_Date_Authorised:

Exemptions_Ref_Number:

Std_Resp_ Authorised:

Std_Resp_Authorised_By:

Std_Resp_Date_Authorised:

Std_Resp_Reference:

Fees_Totai_Cost:

Fees_Resp_Justification:

Fees_Resp_To_Applicant:

Fees_Notice_Details:

Fees_Refusal_Letter_Details:

Fees_Notice_Sent:

Fees_Notice_Date_Sent:

Fees_On_Hold:

Fees_Date_Paid:

Fees_Offline_Authorised_By:

Fees_Offline_Authorised: No

http://aitportal/sites/aitcases/Lists/16092005/DispForm.aspx?ID=3 16/09/2005



‘16092005 SEE s-09-2005-091829-002 Page 3 of 3
4

@ Fees_Date_Authorised:
Fees_Auth_Ref_Number:

Fees_Online_Authorised_By:

Fees_Online_Authorised:

Fees_Ref_Letter_Date_Sent:

Fees_Refusal_Notice_Sent:

Fees_Close_Case:

Attachments: Comments.xml

SearchResults.htmi

Tracing.xmi

Created at 16/09/2005 09:18 by AccelK2_sve

http://aitportal/sites/aitcases/Lists/16092005/DispForm.aspx?ID=3 16/09/2005



From i
Me

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

5" Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial} 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard) 020 7218 3000
(Fax)

e-mail das-uto-office @mad.

“

Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information Aa’ .

Your Reference

Qur Reference
Spanaway B/DAS/ 10/2/8/13

i ate

Gastington 28 October 2005
98387

ex ae

lam writing concerning your two Freedom of Information requests for information about “British

X-Files, UFO sightings” and in particular “flying triangles exiting out of Orfords Key, Suffolk

and Bakewell, Derbyshire on 26 September 1993”.

With regard to your first request I can inform you that the Ministry of Defence does not hold

documents entitled “British X-Files”. This department holds details of UFO sightings reported to

the MOD and public correspondence about UFOs (some of which also contain sighting

reports} spanning a 25 year period. These records are not held electronically, but are filed on

paper files in the order in which they were received. Before any of this information can be

released personal data has to be removed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998.

Clearly, if we were to process copies of all these records the costs would quickly exceed the

permitted £600 limit set for compliance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and as

provided by Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to comply with your

request. If however, you could be more specific about the information you are seeking we may be

able to assist you.

In order to answer your second request I have examined our files for any UFO sightings reported

to the Ministry of Defence on 26 September 1993 and can confirm that there are none from the

areas you have stated or fitting the description you have given.

If you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of these requests, then you should

contact the undersigned in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply

for an internal review by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD

Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the

Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.

Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD

internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the

Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website,

http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk.

Yours sincerely,
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with other Ufo researchers from all around the world Ufo Italia , SOBEPS, Crimean Ufo Research Ukraine, Russian Ufo

Research , Phenomenon Research Association U.K. my Primary Ibntrest is in Black Flying Triangles mainley and

collecting sightinas to add to my already growing UFO Documents collection Case files responded back to DS-8 about LTM

Record storage location of Applicant request (or upload document).

To be held by the help desk until allocation. =

24/08/2005



Hello I'm interested in any flying triangles exiting out of Orfords Key U.K Suffolk

and Bakewell in Derbyshire area Sept 26 1993 and any Underwater Ufo sightings you

might have in your records I'm currently working and collecting Underwater Ufo

sightings to study and compair to others we've had here in Uniterd states of America

also working with other Ufo researchers from all around the world Ufo Italia ,

SOBEPS, Crimean Ufo Research Ukraine, Russian Ufo Research , Phenomenon

Research Association U.K. my Primary ibntrest is in Black Flying Triangles mainley

and collecting sightings to add to my already growing UFO Documents collection

¢ Case files responded back to DS-8 about Project Black bird 1993-94 monitoring Crop7~

circles for Ufo Activity and about HMS Manchester Ufo Lord Hill Norton told me

about few years ago before his passing been collecting studying and compairing Ufo

sightings for about 7 year now so far been working on 10 year Ufo study comparisant

Proj!ect and Mothership study using sightings world wide I also have contacts with

Civil Aviation Athority for Pilot Ufo sightings .as well as

USA/FAA,NTSB,NASA,FBI,CIA,NSA,USN,ONR,DOE,DOD,DIA, and several other

Goverment Agentcys to obtain Ufo documents and Ufo sighting Intelligence Breifing

documents I'd like a response with in 20 working days as to my Foia Request and

wavier of fees for any reproduction cost of theses documents

Sincerley EM ufon Field Investigator Mutual Ufo Network of
Washington state

Glow Xe (273

Babel, ine
Dect) 2] Pet — AEG Keaw te :

D [sec Cad)i2[S Fe ce UFO Cootspondcee.

Files requorkol bow nT 1 /os-
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2I-OF- 2008 - (1954-41
Expiny: 25 Ou docs

FOIA Unit 27 SEP705 ( WIN Spanaway, WA 98387
FOIA Agency Address ; “!

. (FILE Sept 19,2605
Request under the Freedom of Trormadew At.

This is a request for a complete search of all filing systems and locations for all records held by ”

your agency relating to: Briky sh K ¥1\ as Uo Sigh; ng s

insert details of the desired records, or describe in detuil.the event(s) for which you seek -

information. Complete British X-Files Ufo Sighting cePorts =~
including all documentation, including captions, that includes referenc€ to: X - Fy \ es, us ° s

insert possible alternative names and spellings, abbreviations, acronyms, etc.

{ also request all “See references” to these names. Rei dish X-Files USo's

If the documents are denied in part or whole, please specify which exemptions are claimed for

each passage or whole document denied. Please provide a complete itemized inventory and

detailed factual justification of any denial. Specify the number of pages in each document and

the total number of pages pertaining to this request. For classified material denied, please

include the following information:

* the classification rating (confidential, secret, top secret, etc.)

° the identity of the classifier

* the date or event for automatic declassification or classification review

] request that censored material be ‘blacked out’ rather than ‘whited out’ or cut out. I expect that

the remaining non-exempt portions of documents will be released.

Please send a memo to the appropriate units in your office or agency. to assure thatno records
related to this request are destroyed (and please send a copy of the memo to me). Please advise

of any destruction of records, and include the date and authority for such destruction.

As I expect to appeal against any denials, piease specify the office and address to which an
appeal should be directed.

J believe that my request qualifies for a waiver of fees as the release of the information would
benefit the general public and be in the public interest.

I can be reached at the telephone number listed above. Please call father than write if there are

any questions or if you need additional information from me. -

J expect a response to this request within &D working days, as provided for in the Freedom of

Information Act.

“ TM Po
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i “a 32eS AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION
Qe

Case Number: 30-09-2005-085655-002 Expiry: 27/10/2005

The Applicant has made the following request for information:

| would like to find out how many reports of unidentified flying objects have

been registered in West Yorkshire. | would like to see the fiqures for the past

five years if possible.

Also, it would be excellent to find out exactly where the reports were made.

Case for release of information

| have given|EEEEBdetails of 13 UFO reports that were sighted in West
Yorkshire, for the years, 2002, 2003, 2004 and up to date 2005, retrieved from

the data base. That then shows him the number of UFO reports that have

come from West Yorkshire and the Towns/Cities in that County in which the

reports were generated.

Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation for the release of the aforementioned information

to the Applicant.



{am writing concerning your Freedom of Information request for the number of reports of

flying objects that have been registered in West Yorkshire and the figures of those reports for

the last five years. Your request has been passed to this Department as we are the focal point

within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence regarding UFOs.

With regard to the records we hold of UFO sightings reported to the MOD | should inform you

that they are not held electronically but are filed on paper files in the order in which they are

received. It is not possible to search all of the records for a five year period to identify those

specifically from West Yorkshire. However, we are currently in the process of compiling a

database of UFO reports and this has now been completed for the years, 2002, 2003, 2004

and up to date in 2005. | have examined these records and found 13 reports from West

Yorkshire during those years, the details of which are as follows.

Reports for 2002:-

27/01/02 25 Leeds West Four small bright, white lights
= Yorkshire that looked like headlamps.

03/06/02 23.40 Keighley West One large object/aircraft that
Yorkshire had _a bright, white light.

19/09/02 22.21 Bradford West Two circles, one inside the
Yorkshire other. Were 50/50 feet in

diameter.

23/09/02 17.40 Huddersfield West One silver, cigar shaped object,
Yorkshire that split into six smaller silver

balls.

16/12/02 02.35 Nr M62, Nr West A number of objects, quite
Rothwell Yorkshire large, long, thin and shaped like

cuttlefish.

Reports for 2003:-

06/01/03 15.00 Huddersfield West Three silver or white balls in
Yorkshire the sky, that were then joined

by another two.

04/09/03 23.40 Todmorden West There were six lights that split,
Yorkshire at one point becoming eight

lights, that were orange and

ted in colour.

13/09/03 21.40 Heckmondwike | West Two circular objects, about

Yorkshire half the apparent size of the
moon, that were a very dull

yellow.

Reports for 2004:-

12/01/04 16.30 Huddersfield West Round object with lights all
Yorkshire around it,

14/04/04 20.27 Honley West Looked like a jellyfish flying in
Yorkshire the sky.

22/04/04 Queensbury West Just said an object.
Yorkshire

14/05/04 03.10 Leeds West A very bright light.

Yorkshire

Report for 2005:-

[ 14/01/05 | 00.24 [Leeds [ West | Two bright lights, really round —_|



r [ | | [Yorkshire _| and orange in colour.

| hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to

camplain about any aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the

undersigned in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you May apply for an

internal review by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6" Floor, MOD Main

Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may wish to take your complaint to

the Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50

of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the Information Commissioner will not

investigate your case until the MOD internal review process has been compieted. Further

details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the

Commissioner's website, http:/Avww.informationcomissioner.qov.uk.

Yours sincerely

Ministry of Defence

Director of Air Staff — Freedom of information

5" Floor, Zone H
Main Building

Whitehall

London

SW1A 2HB

E.mail — das-ufo-office @mod.uk

17 October 2005
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Status: Internal Transfer

Workflow Options Editing the request details will initiate a new search.
Internal Transfer The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.

View

Audit Trail Date request received: -
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Saved Search Result Applicant Details

Contact Details en ee so

Documents Title: ol Other:
Actions .Assign Within My Group First Name: | sd *Surname:

Change Alert Settings Organisation: [Reporter |
Edit Request Details

Upload Document

Close Case

Take Ownership Contact Details (Mailing or email address required)

Applicant Type: [Media and Journalists = + Other:

Address Line1: [Huddersfield Daily Exam

Address Line2: [Queen Street South
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Internal Transfer - Recipient Acceptance - Edit Request Details Page 1 of 2

GxAITES ; CD:
30 September C :

Request: [Ib0-09-2005-085655-002 Received: — 29 Sep 05 :
4 Expiry Date: 27 Oct 05 J |All sources cd

Days Left: 20

Workflow Options

Internal Transfer

View

Audit Trait

Comments Lag

Saved Search Result

Contact Details

Documents

Actions

Assign Within My Group

Change Alert Settings

Edit Request Details

Upload Document

Close Case

Take Ownership

Status: Internal Transfer

Editing the request details will initiate a new search.

The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.

Request Details

Response Format Requested: (electronic Language Requested [~ Welsh

*Enter the request for information:

Dear Sir,

liek to see the figures for the past five years if possible.

Also it would be excellent to find out details of exactly where the reports where made.

I would like to find out how many reports of unidentified flying objects have been registered in West Yorkshire. I would -
pa

Record storage location of Applicant request (or upload document).

To be held by the help desk unti! allocation.

hitp://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/InternalTransfer/InternalTransferA cceptance.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT194,23853,72 30/09/2005
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@ Dear Sir,

I would like to find out how many reports of unidentified flying objects have been

registered in West Yorkshire. I would liek to see the figures for the past five years if

possible.

Also it would be excellent to find out details of exactly where the reports where made.

Regards,

a Reporter
Huddersfield Daily Examiner

rr



® AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION

Applicant: a

Case Number: 27-09-2005-122044-009 Expiry: 25/10/2005

The Applicant has made the following request for information:

Lwish to know how many reported sightings of Unidentified Flying Objects in

Wales have been made by members of the public to the Ministry of Defence

during the last five years. | would also like full details of the dates, times and

whereabouts of each of these sightings and the outcomes of any Ministry of

Defence investigations into the sightings.

Case for release of information

| have given|EEE details of 28 reports that were sighted in Wales for
the years, 2002, 2003, 2004 and up to date 2005, retrieved from the

database. That then gives him the details of the dates, times and the

whereabouts of each of the sightings in Wales.

| have informed him of our policy stating that we do not investigate UFOs.

Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation for the release of the aforementioned information

to the Applicant.



| am writing concerning your Freedom of Information request regarding the number of UFO

reports that have been reported in Wales to the Ministry of Defence in the last five years, and

the full details of each report. Your request has been passed to this Department as we are the

focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence regarding UFOs.

First it may be helpful if | explain that the Ministry of Defence examines any reports of

‘unidentified flying objects’ it receives solely to establish whether what was seen might have

some defence significance; namely, whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdorn’s

airspace might have been compromised by unauthorised aircraft. Unless there is evidence of

a potential threat to the United Kingdom from an external source, and to date no ‘UFO’ report

has revealed such evidence, lo not attempt to identify the precise nature of each sighting

reported to us. We believet tional explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural

phenomena, could be found for them if resources were diverted for this purpose, but it is not

the function of the MOD to provide this kind of aerial identification service. It would be an

inappropriate use of defence resources if we were to do so.

With regard to the records we hold of UFO sightings reported to the MOD | should inform you

that they are not held electronically but are filed on paper files in the order in which they are

received. However, we are currently in the process of compiling a database of UFO reports

and this has now been completed for the years, 2002, 2003, 2004 and to date in 2005. | have

examined these records and found 28 reports for Wales from those years, the details of which

are as follows.

Reports for 2002:-

09/01/02 23:30 Swansea West Green, circular object, that

Glamorgan was hovering in it’s position.

24/02/02 19:00 Newport Gwent One large and three smaller
triangular objects seen, with

bright red and blue flashing

lights.

08/04/02 08:35 Port Talbot West One large, round, very
Glamorgan bright green object going

very fast to the East.

04/06/02 03:20 Llansamlet West Six objects were seen
Glamorgan omitting a bright white light.

02/11/02 23:00 Gors-goch Dyfed Round yellowish light
followed by a green light.

02/11/02 22:58 Llanerchymedd | Gwynedd One light, the size of a

football moving slowly at

about 2-3000ft.

28/11/02 14:26 Cardiff Docks South Two sightings over Cardiff

Glamorgan docks. The objects were of
different colours and were

moving up and down.

Reports for 2003:-

04/01/03 21:15 St Clares Dyfed White object with vivid
flashing green, blue and red

lights.

15/01/03 22:10 Cowbridge South A large round disc, slightly
Glamorgan smaller than the moon.

Creamy white then changed

green.

02/03/03 15:54 Pontypridd Mid- Strange object, silver and
Glamorgan shaped like a dart.



14/06/03 21:35 Llandrindod Powys Very big, red light balls

Wells hovering.

12/07/03 22:05 Rhonda Mid- Two round objects with legs,
Glamorgan which were black and

spinning.

13/08/03 22:55 Maesteg Mid- Roundish, football shaped
Glamorgan object. The flashing lights

were multi-coloured.

14/08/03 23:09 Newport Gwent Orange circular object seen.

Stayed stationary.

24/09/03 19:25 Barry South Saw an unusual object,
Glamorgan falling from a cloud, like it

was burning and was very

fast.

Reports for 2004:-

18/02/04 16:02 Rhyl Clwyd Large black object over Rhyl.

05/09/04 15:20 Barry South The object was a bright light at
Glamorgan first and then looked like a box

kite.

08/09/04 20:15 Cardiff South Large flash of light which
Glamorgan turned into a grey object

descending over Cardiff Bay.

24/09/04 06:30 Newport Dyfed One object that looked like a
disc, with a tail and was

shining.

Reports for 2005:-

Port Talbot West Said it looked like a
Glamorgan parachute flare. (Seen in

January 05).

Swansea West Said it looked like a

Glamorgan parachute flare. (Seen in

January 05).

31/01/05 05:00 Port Talbot West Looked like an orange bail of
Glamorgan light, like a big star in the sky

and it had spiderish legs.

Briton Ferry West Just said saw something in
Glamorgan the sky. (Seen in February

05).

20/02/05 09:50 Cardiff South Bright blue object, that broke
Glamorgan into three to four segments

and then disappeared.

20/03/05 19:35 North Wales__| Just said saw a UFO.

Cardiff South Wales | A UFO. (Seen in 2005).

Pontyclun South Wales | A UFO. (Seen in 2005).

Croesyceiliog | Gwent Witness saw five to six white

lights flying very fast

overhead. They looked a bit

like bright stars. (Seen in

2005).

| hope this helpful. if this information does not address your requirements or you wish to

complain about any aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the

undersigned in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an



@ internal review by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6 Floor, MOD Main
Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may wish to take your complaint to

the Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of
Information Act. Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case

until the MOD internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and

powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioners website,

http://Awww. informationcommissioner.gov.uk,

Yours sincerely

Ministry of Defence

Director of Air Staff — Freedom of Information

5" Floor, Zone H
Main Building

Whitehall

Londen

SW1A 2HB

E.mail - das-ufo-office @mod.uk

17 October 2005
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Received:

Expiry Date: 25 Oct 05
27 Sep 05 |All sources

Status:

Editing the request details will initiate a new search.

The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.

Internal Transfer

Request Details

Response Format Requested: _electronic i Language Requested [~ Weish

*Enter the request for information:

infosubject: 1 am writing to make a further open government request for all the Information to which I am entitled a
under the freedom of information act. In order to assist you with this request, I am outlining my query as specifically |
as possible. If however this request is too wide or too unclear, I would be grateful if you could contact me as I eel
understand that under the act, you are required to advise and assist requesters.

I_wish to know how many reported sightings of Unidentified Flying Obiects in Wales have been made by members of ha

Record storage location of Applicant request (or upload document).

To be held by helpdesk until allocated ae
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@ infosubject: I am writing to make a further open government request for all the
information to which J am entitled under the freedom of information act. In order to

assist you with this request, I am outlining my query as specifically as possible. If

however this request is too wide or too unclear, I would be grateful if you could

contact me as | understand that under the act, you are required to advise and assist

requesters.

] wish to know how many reported sightings of Unidentified Flying Objects in Wales

have been made by members of the public to the Ministry of Defence during the last

five years. I would also like full details of the dates, times and whereabouts of each of

these sightings and the outcomes of any Miistry of Defence investigations into the

sightings.

I understand that under the act, I should be entitled to a response within 20 working

days. I would be grateful if you could confirm in writing that you have received this

request,

I look forward to hearing from you in the near future.



AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION duns

Applicant: ie

Case Number:11-07-2005-085634-001 Expiry:5 August 2005

The Applicant has made the following request for information:

1. All reports of UFOs over the British Isles, British territories and interests.

2. Details of the interception of UFOs by RAF fighter aircraft.

3. Details of when a Vampire aircraft intercepted a UFO over the North Sea.

4. All the documents about an event in Sheffield on 24 March 1997 as detailed

in the Sheffield Star.

5. All and any information regarding MAJESTIC 12 (interplanetary

phenomenon unit) prior to 1950 and Project JEHOVAH post 1970 interests in

the British Isles 1947 — present, including any and all technological, and

informational trades between our governments own efforts into the

investigation of UFOs and MAJESTIC 12.

6. Information regarding our own efforts into the investigation of UFOs from

the 1940s onwards.

Case for release of information

1. The MOD hoids details of UFO reports for a 25 year period and to supply

copies of all of them would exceed the £600 limit. An explanation has been

given to the applicant and he has been asked to clarify what he is seeking.

2. RAF aircraft are not required to intercept UFOs. An explanation of the

policing of UK airspace has been provided to the applicant.

3. The applicant has not indicated when this incident is alleged to have

happened. However, Vampire aircraft have not been used by the RAF for a

considerable time, so the applicant has been informed that he can find

documents over 25 years ald at The National Archives (website link provided).

4. Another applicant (MD has already made requests for details

of this incident and the RAF Police investigation report was released to him. A

copy has also been produced for release ae He has also been

informed that he can view the Parliamentary Question about this event on the

Parliamentary website (link provided).

5. MAJESTIC 12 and Project JEHOVAH are alleged to be US Government

investigations into UFOs / experiments on alien beings. | believe the US

government have denied this and | am not aware of any papers held by the

MOD on any such projects. An explanation has been given to the applicant.

6. | am not aware of any documents which detail the history of investigations

into UFOs since the 1940s. | have however given brief details of significant



changes in policy and provided a copy of the Flying Saucer Working Party

report of June 1951.

There is no reason to withhold any of this information.

Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation for the release of the aforementioned information

to the Applicant.



From:
Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

5" Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)

e-mail das-ufo-office@ mod.

Your Reference

Hatfield Our Reference
Hertfordshire B/DAS/ 10/2/8/13

34 Sctober 2005

aT

I am writing concerning your request for information about UFO sightings over the UK and in

particular regarding events on 24 March 1997. Your request has been passed to this department

as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about UFOs.

I apologise for the delay in sending you a response.

With regard to your request for all reports of UFOs over the British Isles, British territories and

interest, I should inform you that this department holds details of UFO sightings reported to the

MOD and public correspondence about UFOs (some of which also contains sighting

reports) spanning a 25 year period. These records are not held electronically, but are filed on

paper files in the order in which they were received. Before any of this information can be

released personal data has to be removed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998.

Clearly if we were to process copies of all these records the costs would quickly exceed the

permitted £600 limit set for compliance with the Freedom of Information Act and as provided by

Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to comply with your request. If

however, if you could be more specific about the information you are seeking we may be able to

assist you.

You also requested details of the interception of unidentified flying objects by RAF fighter

aircraft. It may assist you if I explain the integrity of the UK's airspace in peacetime is maintained

through continuous surveillance of the UK Air Policing Area by the Royal Air Force. This is

achieved by using a combination of civil and military radar installations, which provide a

continuous real-time “picture” of the UK airspace. Any threat to the UK Air Policing Area would

be handled in the light of the particular circumstances at the time (it might if deemed appropriate,

involve the scrambling or diversion of air defence aircraft). This system is not reliant on this

department receiving reports of objects or lights which the observer is unable to identify. Reports

provided to us of ‘UFO’ sightings are examined within this department, but consultation with air

defence staff is considered only where there is sufficient evidence to suggest a breach of UK air

space. The vast majority of reports we receive are very sketchy and vague. Only a handful of

reports in recent years have warranted further investigation and none revealed any evidence of a

threat.

In your letter you refer to an incident involving a Vampire aircraft, but do not indicated when this

incident happened. If it was more than 25 years ago, any MOD documents that may have

survived would now be open for public viewing at The National Archives. Details of how to

access information at The National Archives and their on line catalogue can be viewed on their



‘

or" at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk.

With regard to events on 24 March 1997 I can confirm that our records show that loud bangs were

heard northwest of Sheffield in the Peak District between 2145Z and 2215Z and local people

believed that an aircraft had crashed in the area. The Police and RAF Search and Rescue

undertook a search of the area but no crash site was found. Over a year later, in May 1998, there

was renewed interest in these events from journalists and MPs and the RAF Provost and Security

Services (RAF Police) were asked to investigate whether a military aircraft could have caused

sonic booms. The RAF Police concluded that aithough there had been a sonic event, there were no

military aircraft operating — pe area at speeds at which a sonic boom could be generated. I

enclose for your informat? copy of the RAF Police report containing full details of their

findings. Details of the parliamentary question asked about these events can be found on the

parliamentary website at www.parliament.uk/hansard/harsard.cfm. You may wish to be aware that

despite rumours of an RAF Tornado crashing into a reservoir in Derbyshire, the MOD has no

record of such an event.

You also requested information regarding MAJESTIC 12 and Project JEHOVAH. I understand it

is alleged that these were projects set up in the USA, you therefore need to direct your enquiries to

the US Government. We are not aware of any information about these projects held by the MOD.

Finally, you requested information regarding our investigations into UFOs from the 1940s

onwards. The MOD does not hold any documents about the history of the handling of UFO

reports since the 1940s. We are however aware that a working party was set up in August 1950 (at

the suggestion of Sir Henry Tizard) who thought “flying saucers should be investigated”. This

was aptly named the Flying Saucer Working Party and was dissolved in June 1951. All the

surviving MOD papers produced by the Flying Saucer Working Party are now open for public

viewing at The National Archives, Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU. The final

report of the Flying Saucer Working Party detailing their conclusions can be viewed in the MOD

Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at www.foi.mod.uk. For ease of reference, please

find a copy enclosed with this letter. In more recent times, a standard form was introduced for

reporting UFO sightings and these were sent to Air Defence staff (to check whether there was any

evidence of a threat to UK airspace), and Defence Intelligence staff (DIS) (in case they contained

any information of value in DIS’s task of analysing the performance and threat of foreign

weapons systems, nuclear, chemical and biological warfare programmes and technologies and

emerging technologies). In December 2000 DIS decided that as none of the reports they had

received over a period of 50 years had yielded any valuable information whatsoever they did not

wish to receive these reports any longer. Air Defence staff do not now receive every report but

may be consulted as described above.

Thope this is helpful. If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to

complain about any aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the

undersigned in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an

internal review by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main

Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the

Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.

Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD

internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the

Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website,

http://www. informationcommissioner.gov.uk.

Yours sincerely,
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UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OJECTS

~e .

Report by the “lying Saucer” Working Party

Introduction: Historical

{, Unidentified flying objects were first reported after the war ftom Sweden
in the summer of 1946,:and for sdnte inonths there was a considerable number of
alleged sightings, mostlyin Sweden, but a few also in Norway, Finland and
Germany. The descriptions given were usually of some sort of Wingless missile
travelling at very high speed, cigar-shaped ‘or circular, sometimes emitting bright
lights, and occasionally sound. The reports attracted considerable atteltion in the
ress, where the objects became known as “ ghost rockets” or “ spopk bortibs.”
e reports died away after the summerof 1946, and véry few have appeared since

the end of thal year,| . , .

2. The first.report.of.a “ flying saucer” came, from the United States in June
1947; the name arose because the observer (Mr.,K. Arnold, of Boise, Idaho)
described what he had:seeu as a “ saucer-like disc.” The report received much
publicity, and was quickly followed by a-gfeat'many more. Since thea reports of
sightings have been made at intervals in. large nuigbers, thostly from|the United
States, but some from other parts of the world, inéluding Great Britain, where there

was a uotable outbreak during the summerand: autumn of 1950." The objects

reported have become popularly known by’ the generic title " flying s ucers,” but

the descriptions. given haye-inclided not only flying disc-like objects of [the original

“saucer” lype, but also Wingless torpedoor cigar-shaped bodies, spherical or
balloon-shaped objects, and luminous phenomena of various types. i

3.” The reported observations faye, been ‘almost exclusively pa of
any associated sound have been rare. In no, case has any tangible, aterial, or
objective evidence, been submitted. It is therefore extremely difficult, iff not impos-
sible, io arrive at anything like scientific proof of the nature of the T

Review of previous evidence

,4. A systematic andextensive investigation of all the reported incidents in
the’United States was carried out between 1948 and 1950 by-the U.S.ALF., in con-
junction with the Rand Corporation, Dr, Hynek, a well-known astrofomer froin
Ohio State University, and other specialist cdnsultants. ~~~" 7

we have been enabled to-study two -reporis (Project “ Sign” and
Project“ Grudge”) covering the investivatida of incidents up to the beeinnidg of ——

Getecwa) | RETAINED UNDER
| SECTION34) |
greenTe ERE IE TE ae oo

fall 5. On the Scandinavian ‘sightings in 1946, Project “Grudge” jreports as
lows: . . , athe vhs

7 “ The Swedish Defence Staff cduducted a’ comprehensive study f the'ear
incidents, Several thousand reports were thoroughly investigated ahd plotted,
with resultant conclusions that all evidence obtained of sightings was explicable
in terms of astronomical phenomena.": po, . -

- 6. Dealing with reports front the United States, Project Grudge * quotes
the opinion of the Rand Corporation after an examination of 172 inci ents!“ to
date, we have found nothing which would’ seriously controvert simple rational
explanations of the vatious phenomena iti terms of balloons, conventional ‘aircraft,
planets, meteors, bits of paper, optical illusions, practical jokers,’ psycho tholdgical
teports, and the like,” a
'. Dr. Hyaek investigated-228 incidénty and concluded ‘that approximately 33 per
cent. were astrondimical with varying degrees of probability; 37 per cent. were not
astronomical but suggestive of bthep‘éxplanations, sucti as birds, rockets, balloans,
ordinary aircraft, &¢.; the remaining 30 per cent, cither lacked sufficient evidence
or the evidence offered suggested nd explanation, though some of these might con-
ceivably be astronomical” .0' , . .
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* Siinntitig up thei own dondlusiods arid’ihosd of ‘their consultants, the’ authors
of the “ Grudge” report finally, concluded that, of, the 228 incidents considered,
“thirty must bé disregarded for lack ,of workable:eyidence, while, 164 (can be satis-
“factorily explained. For the balance of thirty-Louy,eoatathing some evidence, there
‘is no “apparent ready ‘explanation, if the, evidencejs accepted. as accurate and
reliable. When psychological and physiological factors are taken into Sonate”
the opinion is expressed that all these-incidentscan alsa’ be, a lained,

jade’ recentlyvv. 7. All'the more spectacular incidents, of:which much has been
jwo examples+ jn" the British: press 4nd’ publications, have been’ fully’ explained.’

smaybe quoted:[ -=) rn are , uy

“ +" The incident at Fort Knox, Kentucky, in January 1948; which caused the death
of Lieutenant Mantell, U.S.A.F,, is fully analysed, and all the evidence collated in
the “ Grudge ” report.-The conclusion is reached that without any doubt whatever
Lieutenant Mantell met his death while pursuingthe planet Venus, which was of
‘unusual brightness onthe night in question.

We have been informed, in‘conversation with a member of the United States
- investigating steam, that the even more sensational report of the discovery of a
_ crashed “ flying-.saucer,” full of the remains of very small beings, was ultimately
admitted by its author to have been a complete fabrication. .

“8,0 The “ Grudge’ report: includes a “ frequency. distribution ”| curve of the

reports of incidents received between May 1947 and December 1948, |This shows a
‘marked tendericy'towards peaks in the few weeks immediately following an incident
which received wide publicity, and is of interest in indicating the extent to which

- sightings may be ‘psychological in origin.

+ 9. The final conclusion reached by the Americans is that all reports of
unidentified flying objects may be categorical as cither—
a) misinterpretation of various conventional objects (e.g. airct aft, balloons,

:_metears or meteorites, stars, fireballs); -
- *(2)'a form of mass-hysteria; or
1 (3) deliberate ‘hoaxes. a

«lnvestigation of incidents in she Unised Kingdom Lowe
-- 10; During the summer and autumn of 1950 the British press gave considerable

- publicity to reports of alleged sightings of luminous bodies travelling at high speed,

usually after dark, but occasionally in daylight, “The Air Ministry ake received: a.
ic with similar reporis. (Oneof these, ‘- number of letters from members of the publ

‘ “from a. locomotive fireman at Derby,.who awas: clearly a careful jand accurate
_ observer, gavean excellent description of: what. was undoubtedly a meteorite. We

_have ‘not attempted.any systematic investigation of all the evidence presented, but
‘ean’ find no reason for supposing that any of the phenomena reported cannot be
* similarly explained; in certain cases; when observations were reported at approxi-
“mately the same ‘time from’ widely separated localities, this was untioubted ly the
‘explanation, © , to . H

‘vy... LL. Three incidents were reported officially by experienced jofficers from
RAF, Stations... These have been investigated in as much detail as :| possible with
reports of visual observations. . . :

« 12, On Ist June, 1950; the pilot of a Meteor reported on landing al Tangmere
* that al-1430, while flying at 20,000 feet on an easterly course over the Portsmouth

area, he had sighted an object travelling at very high speed on a reciprocal course,
1,006-2,000 feet above him and roughly 1,200 yards to-starboard... Hel described the

“object as circular, and of bright metallig appearance.- He could’ not/sive any real
“éstimate ofits speed, but thqught it, might'be about 800 knots. “Hejhad observed
Tit for'aboutL5'setonds, during which: period’ hé-had looked’ wa’ to port and back,

‘observed!’ain Unusual response

SECRET. i lL.

‘ having no istiblty in picking up the object ‘aga ” ad ere inforahed

i? moving! ‘at: 1,300-1,650 ‘knots! ‘fi
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v's ‘Tangniere intadé enquiries’of the radar statio:
ime ‘tiine’ds'-the’ pilot's ‘report ler ‘and: three

nse A ich ‘appeared
due “to'X"'target’ moving! O ‘knot ‘pproaching: and then

ecedinig’ from thé’ station: The' Controle? stated ‘that, pone “looked to! be
“very thick, leaving’ moré'afterglow than'& usual ‘response’ ind!” The’ operator,
observing on a scparate display, said that it was “slim, short-and weaker than
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che

. pening and that a series of “ stiadows " appeared in the space, between successive
17"As the feced ng course of the radar, target could’ ave. tallied with the conse, of

' the’ object reported by, the’ Meteor pilot. all the people toricerned were interviewed
.n by & member’of Reséarch Brahch, Fighter Command, fiom whdse repurt the above

data have bees, taken., { way established that there, was in‘ fact 4 pee of
‘ten minutes between‘ the times’of the, two" feports,. which were estimated ,as
individually accurate to ‘t'I'minute.” It must therefore be concluded that there was
no.connection between the unusual P,P.I. responseand, the pilot’s visuallobservation.

We believe. that: the, radar Fesponse, can.be. very, simply explai as due,.to

i)

! interference from another transmitter, a phenomenon which has: bean frequently
[ : abserved, and which. is described in detail-in Appendix A, It is mppssible to be
‘ entirely definite about the pilot's report. Assuming that he was:not, merely the
' victim of an optical illusion, the most probable explanation,: which is, borne out by

his description of, the object as “circular,” implying a spherical body,,is: that. he
saw a meteorological balloon and greatly over-estimated its speed. We can find. no
reason whatever for adopting any jess simple hypothesis... 04,

4 13. The remaining two incidents were reported froin the Royal Aircratt
H Establishment, Farnborough, and the officers concerned were’ interviewed by

members of this Working Party. . ceo, at | “
@ - FF /Lt. Hubbard, an experienced pilot, said that at 1127.9n 14th August, 1950,

he and two other officers on the airfield heard a subdupd.-humming| noise, like,a
‘ model Diesel motor, which caused thems to search the sky overhead...The weather
‘ was fine and visibility good. The other two officers saw nothing, but.F/iLt, Hubbard,

who alone was wearing sun-glasses, states that he saw, almost directly oyerhead
te at first sighting, an object which he describes as a fiat disc, light pearl grey in colour,

about 50 fect in diameter at. an estimated height of!5,000'feet.'“He, stated-that he
' kept it under observation for 30 seconds, during which’ period it' travelled, at a
; speed estimated at 800-1,000 m.p.h., on a heading of 100°, executing. a series of
i S-turns, oscillating so that light reflection came from different segments as it moved.
4 We have no reason to doubt that F/Lt. Hubbard honestly described his own
i, impression of what he saw, but we find it impassible, to, believe }that:a_ most
{: unconventional aircraft, of exceptional speed, could have travelled at no great

i altitude, in the middle of a fine summer morning, over a populous and air-minded
{ district tike Farnborough, without attracting the attention’ of‘ mere than one
a . observer. We conclude, either that F/Lt. Hubbard was the victim /of an optical

illusion, or that he. pbserved some quite normal type of aircraft and Heceived: him-
self about its shape and speed. woos :1

i; O 14, F/Lt, Hubbard was also concerned in the other incident, hen: at, 1609
\! ‘on Sth September, 1950, he was standing on the watch-tower with five other officers,
I looking south in anticipation of the display by the Hawker 1081; [The sky was
1 ‘about 3/8 obscured, with a stratg-cumulgus cloud base at 4,000 feel, At about the
|: _ same moment they all'saw, at an estimated range of 10-15, mil ant object which

! they described as being a-flal disc, light pearl grey in colour,, and,“ about.the size
of a shirt button.” They ail observed it to follow a rectangular flight path, con-

. sisting in succession of a “falling leaf,” horizontal flight “very fast," an upward
” * falling leaf,” another. horizontal stretch, and so on; finally it, dived to the horizon
bi ? at (speed. The patternwas estimated to be executed ‘somewhere over the
"y Guildford-Parnham area. peers Greens
be : F/Lt. Hubbard was satisfied that the objects he saw.an, the iwo occasions
i were identical; the other -bbservers agreed that the; sepnnd. object fitted the

t

description they had been giyen of the first... :

. ¢ have, nro doubt that,all these officers did in fact.sec.
i - sort, We cannot, however regard.the evidenceof identification oft
, was-only Sten at. very long. rapge, with.the earlier, pne ag: of, any valug whatever.

am _ Purther, Wwe, again fing, if, smpogsible ita eign, thar. bqgmyentional aircraft
‘ Tmancuvring for some time over,a populods area, cpuld have failed,fo altract,.(he

__ Attention of other observers.,,.We. concludethat the gfficers, in. fact.saw, some quite
formal, aircraft, mancuvying,at extreme visual range, and.were fed by the prexjous

. Report to believeitig baisomething abnormal:-an interesting example of one report
"inducing another,.. We are reinforced in this belief by.an. experience of.one.of our

7, = “number: (WingCommander; Formby,. R.A,F.) which is, recojanted .in, Appendix B
: and ilystrates ihe.case with which mistaken identifications. may, be made, even, by

‘ying gbject of, some
ig object, which

experienced observers. 4.7, wo.
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Conclusions and Recommendations |.

15. When the only material available is a mass of purely subjective evidence,

it is impossible to give anything like scientific proof that the phenpmena obseryed
are,‘or are nol,-caused by something entirely novel, such as an’ ‘ircralt of extra-
terrestrial origin, developed by beings unknown to us on lines mo advanced than

anything ‘we haye thought of. ‘We are,. however; satisfied that the bulk of the
observations reported do not need such an explanation, and can bi accounted for
much, more simply. There is a very old' scientific principle, usually attributed to
William of Occam, which states that [he most probable hypottiesis es the simplest,
necessary to explain the observalions, ‘ .

We believe, that this principle should ke applied to the present case, and
accordingly conclude that al! the observations reported were ‘due to one or other

of the following causes :-—

()) Astronomical or meteorofogical phenomena of known types.
(2) Mistaken identification of conventional aircraft, balloons, birds, or other

normal or natural objects. .

(3) Optical illusions and psychological detusions.
(4) Deliberate hoaxes. © ’

We consider that no progress will be made by attempting further investigation

af unco-ordinaled and subjective evidence, and that positive results could only
be. obtained by organising throughout the country, or the world, continuous
observation of the'skies by a co-ordinated network of visual observers, equipped
with photographic apparatus,.and supplemented by a network |of radar stations

and sound locators. We should regard this, on the evidence so far available, as a
singularly profittess enterprise. We accordingly recommend very. strongly that no
further ‘investigation of reported mysterious aerial phenomena de -undertaken,
unfess and until some material evidence becomes available. Fy

. Metropole Buildings, W.C.2. : | rec
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APPENDIX A | “ich

A Note on aN unusuat Rapar nasponse py Mr. G. E. G. Granam? DST.)

With reference to the unusual response observed at Wartling on Ist June, 1980,
it is suggested that the signal observed.was received directly {fom another radar
lransmitter, possibly ship-borne, in the Portsmouth-Isle of Wight area, This will
be termed the “ Western ” transmitter. : . ‘

“Assuming the modulation pulses of the -“ Western” ransmitier to be
jsochronous with those of the Wartling set,.and that the pulse of the former
was occurring anything up to, say, 1-2 milliseconds minus # transmission time
Jater than that of the. latter, the received signal would be visible on the P.P.L
display. , Moreover,. unless the “ Western“ transmitter were very far away it is
probable that the received signal would be of large amplitude and would therefore,
as stated in the.report, “ appear very thick leaving more afterglow than a usual
response behind.”
‘ Ibis reasonable to suppose.that the repetition rates mentioned above would not

remain identical for more than a few seconds-. A relatively small drift in the
repetition rates will produce a considerable ‘chiange in the time interval between

the transtnitter pulse and the firing instant of the receiver time base. This would
result in a‘large displacement of the received signal along the|scan, which would
be interpreted-as a high speed, movement ‘of the: target" in the radial direction.
It will be appreciated that if af the instant of first sighting the pelition rate of the
“Western ® transmitter wete “above but stowly.approaching. that of the Wartling
set, the“ target ” would appear to close range rapidly; as the repetition rates became
equal ‘the “ target? would. appear stationary, and»as the. “ Western °:. repetition
tate fell below. that of the Wartling set, the .‘\target”” would appear to-open

Tange rapidly?) It may further be noted that- onerwould’expect’ reflections from
‘objects (Kills, &c.) relatively close to the’ Western “transmitter to be of sufficient
amplitude to be displayed also onthe P.P.I., whichwould givesthe impression,of
* shadows ” between successive points as described in the report.
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AN: OnsenvaTion OF A “ Fung Saucer ” BY Wins COMMANDER: Forno

w
r

RAF.

“While on the rifle range at Tipner, Portsmouth; an ‘object having the appearance
of a “ Flying Saucer" was observed in the- distance. isibifity was: goo
being a dlowdiess sky and bright sunshine. . The object’ was, located and
telescope (x 20 magnification]. and gave appearance of being a ciccular|
disc moving on a regular-flight path. "It was only after observation had be
for'several minutes, and thealtitude of the object changed so that it, did ng
the sunlight, to the observer’s eye, that it was identified as being a perfectly
airer ia

.
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Headquarters Royal Air Force

Provost and Security Services

Royal Ais Force Rudloe Manor

Hawthorn, Wiltshire SN13 OPQ

Telephone: (01225) 810461 Ext 5622 Military Network: 95441 - 5622

Fax: (01225) 810461 Ext 5518 Messages; HQ RAF P&S5

Reference: PSS/261/L163/98/SIS

MolXSec(AS)1a) ,

(Attn Mr L Date:7? May 98

ALLEGED SONIC EVENT - 24 MAR 97- SHEFFIELD, PEAK DISTRICT- FINAL REPORT

1. Di/Sec(ASV56/1 dated 25 Mar 98 tasked FCF with the investigation of an alleged sonic event

which was reported to have happened on 24 Mar 97 in the Peak district near Sheffield.

2 Alfens Ops records revealed that there were no military fast jet aircraft booked into the night

low flying area at the relevant times, Inquiries with ail flying units failed to identify the ac concemed .

3. Mr. . , British Geological Survey (BGS), Edinburgh stated that on the 24 Mar 97 at

4152Z seismic monitors had recorded a signal consistent with a sonic event. A further signa!

consistent with a sonic event were recorded at 22062. These signals were monitored as coming from

the area reported as the complaint location at the monitoring stations at Haverah Park (south west of

Huddersfield) and. Holmfirth (south west of Leeds). A low frequency microphone at Leeds University

also recorded the sonic event. Mr 4 stated that although BGS can differentiate between sonic and

seigmtic everits, sonic events cannot be identified as being specifically caused by aircraft. Phenomena

such as satellite or meteor re-entry have been known to cause sonic events and this may explain the

happenings of 24 Mar 97.

4. AIS (Mil) at West Drayton were requested to provide a radar synopsis (Enclosure 1) and the

radar tape for the 24 Mar 97 was still available, The tape was viewed between 2421302Mar97 and
242200ZMar97, using the Claxby and Great Dun Fell Radar Heads. The recording reveals that at

21397, a sqwuak of 2574/1 43(Orcam/Karishrue), is in descent heading west. At 2145 ac squawk
2574/048 passes to the north by 2 nm of the plotted position and the aircraft lands at Manchester

Alrport at 2154Z. The Air Information Service Officer is of the opinion that this aircraft is too slow

moving to have caused a sonic boom. No other aircraft were seen to be flying in the area.



J - : It is therefore considered that no military link can be established to this reported event anu the
_.€ is now considered closed.

1
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Expiry Date: 05 Aug 0S
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Editing the request details will initiate a new search.

The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.

Date request received:

Applicant Details
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GxAITESTPTCD,
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Title: Other:

First Name: | *Surname:

Organisation: —_[Ufologist/unemployed _|

Applicant Type: [Private Individuals] Other:

Contact Details (Mailing or email address required)

Address Linei: ae |
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11-07-2005-085634-001 Received:

Page 1 of 2

GXAITESTPTCD:

13 July 05

08 Jul 05

Expiry Date: 05 Aug 05

Status: Open

Editing the request details will initiate a new search.
The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.

Request Details

Response Format Requested: {hardcopy | Language Requested |” Welsh

*Enter the request for information:

T request ALL reports of UFOs over the british isles, british territories, and interests. I also request information
pertaining to the interception of unidentified flying objects over the british isles, territories, and interests by RAF
fighters/aircraft (example: the case of a vampire interceptor engaging the UFO over the north sea). Also All radar
reports concerning UFOs. In particular i would like all the details the MOD posses about this particular story:

~SHEFFIELD UFO CASE CAUSES A FUROR IN BRITAIN

Ll

Record storage location of Applicant request (or upload document).

To be held by the help desk until allocation.
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From: a: behalf of Info-Access-Office
Sent: 43 July 2005 11:27
To: aver
Subject: : ORMATION REQUEST 11-07-2005-085634-001

Categories: FOI Information Request

SlaiaiaelOriginal Message-----

From: feedback@www.mod.uk [mailto: feedback@www.mod.uk]

Sent: 08 July 2005 18:11

To: Info-Access-Office

Subject: FOI INFORMATION REQUEST 11-07-2005-085634-001

Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitted on Friday, July 8, 2005

at 18:11:12

FirstName

LastName:

occupation: Ufologist/unemployed

Company: -

adéress1:

City: Hatfield

State: Hertfordshire

Country: United Kingdom

preferred format: hardcopy

infosubject: I request ALL reports of UFOs over the british isles, british

territories, and interests. I also request information pertaining to the interception

of unidentified flying objects over the british isles, territories, and interests by 4 _—

RAF fighters/aircraft (example: the case of a vampire interceptor engaging the UFO= wre

over the north sea). Also All radar reports concerning UFOs. In particular i would

like all the details the MOD posses about this particular story:

~SHEFFIELD UFO CASE CAUSES A FUROR IN BRITAIN

The March 24, 1997 UFO incident in the Peak District west of Sheffield is now the

subject of an investigation by the newspaper Sheffield Star, the British UFO Research

Association (BUFORA}) and the Hon. Helen Jackson, Member of Parliament for

Sheffield/Hillsborough. In early April, the Sheffield Star revealed that the RAF had

conducted a low-altitude training exercise that night and had participated ina

massive air-and-ground search for a purported missing aircraft. Shortly thereafter,

Mrs. Jackson submitted a list of questions about the Sheffield case to the UK Ministry

of Defence (MoD).

On April 7, 1998, John Spellar, Under-Secretary of Defense sent Mrs. Jackson this

response: "It is not possible 12 months after the date in question to state precisely

where military activities were being carried out. Records kept show only that aircraft

were tasked to carry out low flying over the Peak District between 2030 and 2107 (8:30

to 9:07 p.m.) local time on the evening of 24 March 1997. No low-level flying is

1
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permitted over the Sheffield urban area or any other major conurbation. "

Thon of March 24, 1997, instruments at the University of Edinburgh recorded two
mystérious sonic booms in the Sheffield area. Eyewitnesses on the ground reported
seeing a triangular UFO and up to six RAF Tornado fighters flying overhead.

According to the May/June 1997 issue of UFO Magazine (page 9), the witnesses described
the object as "a huge triangular-shaped UFO (that) passed directly overhead at 300

feet at 9:30 p.m. The craft had pinkish-colored lights around its curved edges and a
blinking blue light on its underside and ‘lit up the street as bright as day.'"

Since March 24, 1997, rumors of a UFO air battle and a Tornado crash have circulated
in Derbyshire and South Yorkshire. According to the story, the triangular UFO appeared
over Dronfield, Derbyshire. Six RAF Tornado interceptors engaged in an air attack on
the craft. The UFO supposedly shot down a Tornado, which crashed in a reservoir near
the Howden Moors in Derbyshire. The UFO then fled into space. Following the exchange

of letters between Under-Secretary Spellar and Mrs. Jackson, BUFORA press officer SMD 40
oon of MoD's "UFO desk" and his deputy, Squadron Leader

of th > ccording to SBUROE 4ep e men “confirmed the planes involved
ident were two Tornado GRi § a aft which were operating from the

base at RAF Marham on a pre-booked _and pre-planned low-level training exercise over
the Peak District. These Tornadd=)exe the type used on bombing missions in the
(Persian) Gulf War and are not ters that would be sec!

rambled for an intercept."

"They also admitted that other Tornados and indeed Jaguar fighters from other NATO

bases took part in the night-time sortie, which included night-time flying at a

minimum 250 feet altitude over the mountains west of Sheffield." UFO researcher Won 40
claimed that the triangular mystery object was tracked on radar at 9:55 +

t hi yal Signals unit at the RAF Linton-upon-Ouse base, near the city
of York. Se iene "The MoD/RAF current position is that the two sonic booms
recorded at and 2206 (9:32 and 10:06 p.m. by Edinburgh) that night remain

‘unexplained.’ They claim the low-flying exercise was over fifty minutes before these

sonic events were recorded and say that they have no record of them at the time of the
exercise."

and FG -acea, “We did not chase a UFO, and there has been no cover-up.
We responded to a request by the police to help to search for a crashed aircraft and

sent a helicopter from RAF Leconfield. We don't know what caused the sonic events, and

the whole thing is a mystery to us, too." BR gezicc that the air-and-ground
search involved 200 police, fire and milit e personnel, who covered an area

of 40 square miles around Bolsterstone, South Yorkshire. The helicopter from RAF

Leconfield was a Westland Sea King HAS Mk 6, which assisted the West Yorkshire police
helicopter in the search. (See the Sheffield Star for April 4, 1998. Also UFO Round
volume 2, number 12 for March 30, 1997. Many thanks to °: BUFORA and

BRRRER4, Ss Story.)
Also request any and all information regarding MAJESTIC 12 (IPU (interplanetery
phenomenon unit) prior to 1950, and Project JEHOVAH post 1970) interests in the

british isles 1947-present, including any and all technological, and informational

trades between our governments own efforts into the investigation of UFOs and MAJESTIC
12. I also request information regarding our own efforts into the investigation of

UFOs from the 1940s onwards.

Thank you

submit: Send Form
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BLUE and white circular objects

reported in the sky, shooting

stars falling to the ground, a
silver grey rod flying over a small
town — it sounds like a scene from

Close Encounters of the Third
Kind.

But an exclusive News investigation
has discovered normally quiet and

unassuming small towns such as
Huntingdon, Girton, Ely and St Neots are

a hotbed of extra terrestrial activity.

Ten UFOs have been reported mm Mid-
Anglia in the past three years according
to the Ministry of Defence, which
revealed the figures after the News made
a request under the Freedom of
Information Act.

But is this an invasion of jittle green
men or a figment of fertile imaginations?

Four lights. one brighter than the

others, seen in the skies over Ely in
February last year could be a signal from
extraterrestrials that has travelled
millions of lightyears to get here using
physics we do not yet understand.

Or it could be a plane.

The British UFO Research Association

(BUFORA) has investigated reports of
flying saucers, abduction, crop circles
and all things alien since 1964.

Robert Rosamond, the group's
chairman, said most sightings can be
rationally explained.

“Some are everyday like aircraft,
military or civilian, or astronomical
phenomena like shooting stars,” he said.

“And they can be very rare like

geological glowing balls of light.

“All these can be mistaken by people for

UFOs We find that 95 per cent of all
reports can be explained.”

Cambridgeshire seems to be a highway
to the restaurant at the end of universe in
the past 20 years, if reports are to be
believed.

Teenager Jamie Wilks said he saw a

strange craft defy the laws of gravity in
Vinery Road at 10.30pm in August 1994.

The 14-year-old and his friends claimed
they saw “strange pin-pricks" zipping

Aliens — or pie in the s
War of the Worlds or an Easyjet flight to Malaga? CAMERON RAMOS makes contact and investigates UFO

Cambridgeshire.

backwards and forwards in the sky,
followed by what looked hike some sort of
craft emerging from behind a cloud.

“I'm convinced it wasn’t a plane,” said
Jamie. “Planes don’t move like it was
moving. It was defying the laws of
physics.” -
Leslie Woodbridge was convinced he

saw an alien craft while driving across
the Fens near Ely early one morning in

November 1987.

“IT thought it was an aircraft, but its
shape, speed and colour soon convinced
me it was something far more strange.”
he said.

“T wasn't dreaming. It was incredible

the most fascinating thing I’ve seen in my
ife.”

Mr Rosamond says BUFORA tried to be
as scientific as possible while investig-
ating possible UFOs.

“There are a few people who will hound

you out a room if you say a sighting

might not be UFO but we tried to be as
objective as possible.” he insists.

“We are neither pro-UFO nor anti-UFO
We look at each case individually and we

try to look at the broad aspects of the
phenomenon.”

“Ufology”, as it has been dubbed, takes
in many other subjects, such as
psychology, the sciences and astronomy.
adds Mr Rosamond.

“We have all had individual cases
where there is no obvious rational
explanation but they are very rare.

“We never close a case and as we learn

more it is possible phenomena we don’t
understand now can be explained later.”
he said.

Hollywood has also played its part.

BUFORA files from the 1980s are

bulging following the release of Stephen

Spielberg’s 1977 blockbuster Close

Encounters of the Third Kind and his
later hit ET, says Mr Rosamond.

“We have files going back to 1924, and

the stereotype image of grey aliens vou

can see on everything from the bottom of

skateboards to TV commercials came

from the US.

“Prior to that there was nothing in the

UK." he adds.

Since Roswell, when an alien craft

allegedly crashed in New Mexico in 1947,

reports of UFOs grew but over the past

15-years interest in little green men has

died and sightings have dwindled.

Mr Rosamond says: “We are keeping an

open mind. We will keep searching for

answers.”

An Ministry of Defence spokeswoman

said’ “A combination of civil and military

radar installations provide a continuous

real-time ‘picture’ of UK airspace.

“Any threat to the UK Air Defence

Region would be handled in the light of

the particular circumstances at the time

at might. if deemed appropriate, involve

the scrambling or diversion of air

defence aircraft).

“Reports provided to us of ‘UFO

sightings are examined within this

department, but consultation with air

defence staff is considered only where
there is sufficient evidence to suggest a

breach of UK air space.

“The vast majority of reports we

receive are very sketchy and vague Only

a handful of reports in recent years have

warranted further investigation and

none revealed any evidence of a threat.

“The MoD does not have any expertise

or role in respect of ‘UFO/flying saucer’

matters or to the question of the

existence or otherwise of extraterrestrial

lifeforms.

“We remain totally open-minded, but to

date we know of no evidence which

substantiates the existence of these
alleged phenomena.”

cameronramos

@cambridge news.co. uk

‘oie tes

IMAGES of alien-type

creatures date back

thousands of years to when

man lived in caves,

But it is only in modem

times that extraterrestrials

have become a major

phenomenon.

A picture in the Fitzwilliam
Museum, Cambridge, of the
Baptism of Christ by Aert de
Gelder shows a larga disk

shining rays of light down on
John the Baptist and Christ.

it was painted in 1710.

A theory of alien interference

has even been put forward
that suggests human

3 act re

evolution has been helped

along the way by spacemen.

But Roswell is the most

infamous UFO story that

sparked decades of feverish

speculation.

A flying disk was reported to

have crashed Janded near

the town in New Mexico on

duty 2, 1947. The Times

even reported US scientists

had taken the object for

further investigation.

The government denied

claims it was an alien

landing but stories

continued that

extraterrestrial remains were

secretly transported to

Hangar 18 at an air base in

Ohio. The model of the

autopsy, pictured, is in the

town's museum.

Recently a film purporting to

show an alien found at the

crash site was released,
adding fuel to the

conspiracy theories.

But categorical evidence of

Ife forms from outer space

is still elusive.

Credible scientific evidence

suggests there is a chance

of life but no proof of super-

intelligent beings.

The truth is out there...

‘abetuiy 10 2008
4:30pm Huntingdon:
nial

dune'4, 2005
30am St Neots:

The object looked like a
ier red light.

a june 8, 2005 4,45)
St Neots: ‘The.
object: ooked like-a.rod
that was:

a slivery/grey.

: IB No specific
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htings in

Anglia
just sometime in 2008,

atari:

umbers of “mexplained’ aerial
sightings reported to the MoD
The figures below relate to the number of reports, received by the Ministry of Defence, of aerial activity
which was not immediately identifiable to the witness.

They should not be taken to reflect sightings of “UFOs/flying saucers”.
BW Figures from before 1959 are not available.

1959 - 22 1975 - 208 1991 - 117

1960 - 31 1976 - 200 1992 - 147

1961 - 71 1977 - 435 1993 - 258

1962 - 46 1978 ~ 750 1994 - 250

1963 - 51 1979 - 550 1995 - 373

1964 - 74 1980 - 350 1996 - 609

1965 - 56 1981 - 600 1997 - 425

1966 - 95 1982 - 250 1998 - 193

1967 - 362 1983 - 390 1999 - 229

1968 - 280 1984 ~ 214 2000 - 210

1969 - 228 1985 - 177

1970 - 181 1986 - 120 2001 - 203
1971 - 379 1987 - 150 2002 - 100
1972 - 201 1988 - 397 2003 - 99

1973 - 233 1989 - 258 2004 - 85

1974-177 1990 - 209 2005 - 90

Parliamentary correspondent Bill Jacobs
brings you all the latest from the Commons.

Memoirs not

so diplomatic
CAMBRIDGE graduate

Sir Christopher Meyer,

the former ambassador

to the United States,

revealed an interesting

aside about hts former

boss, John Major, in his

controversial memoirs

The Peterhouse

graduate was having

coffee with the ex-Prime

Minister and

Huntingdon MP in

Washington when news

of the September 11 New

York terrorist atrocity

broke.

He was with Mr Major

on the terrace of his

palatial residence in the

American capital when

details came in of the

cusaster

Meyer assumed that

“some small private

plane had wandered off

course or got into

mechanical difficulties”.

Then his wife

Catherine called him (o

the TV to see the second

ureraft hittmg New
York’s trade tower.

Both Mr Meyer. a

former Downing Street

Press Secretary to Mr

Major, and his wife, tried

to persuade the

politician to go toa

meeting of the Carlisle

Group - one of the most

powerful private

financial firms in the

US.

He came back to say

there had been a brief

meeting hefore his

speech was abandoned

but he had met a Mr Bin
Laden not the Osama

behind the massacre but

one of his many brothers

who was a major

investor 1n the firm

EMR Meyer was pretty

scathing about Mr

Blair's Cabinet

ministers

He brands Foreign

Secretary Jack Straw as

“tongue tied” and

Deputy Prime Minister

John Prescott as

“bhithering”.

He does praise Cabinet

rebels Clare Short and

the late Mo Mowlem as

able and also extols the
virtues of Environment,

Food and Rural affairs

Secretary Margaret

Beckett compared with

her predecessor Nick
Brown whom he brands

ineffective and almost

inaudible.

It just shows you can

take the diplomat out of

Cambridge but never the

Cambridge graduate's

superiority out of the

dipiomat.

Malcolm has a ‘whet’

while wets remember
CAMBRIDGESHIRE South

MP Andrew

Lansley

yesterday paid

his respects to

the late

Edward

Heath at

the

former

Prime

‘a

Minister's

memorial

service at Westminster

Abbey.

As a classic “wet”

Conservative that was

entirely appropriate.

But Cambridgeshire North

East MP Malcolm Moss,

pictured left, was at a

tunch with merchant

bankers Coutts who look

after the Royal Family's

finances.

Bush-meat, Bird flu,

it's all the same to Jim
MR Paice has been tied

up at Westminster with

bird flu in his role as

agriculture spokesman.

He’s been demanding

that the Cabinet

Minister responsible for

tackling the issue,

Margaret Beckett. take

decisive action.

Thave taken the

mickey out of Mr Paice

before for his obsession

of putting down

Commons’ motions

about Symian Foaming

Virus - a disease that

affects chimpanzees and

other apes which are

sometimes imported

illegally to Britain as

“bush meat”.

But Mr Paice pointed

out to me: “This is all

about bio-security and

stopping getting

dangerous animal

diseases in to the food

chain and the human

population.

“It’s the same issue.

The Government are not

doing enough and they

must act.”

Sorry, Jim!
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AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION Lene

Applicant: Cambridge Evening News

Case Number: 20-10-2005-101703-006 Expiry:10 November 2005

The Applicant has made the following request for information:

1. What does the MOD do when it receives a reported UFO sighting,

-do fighters investigate, have there been instances of fighters being scrambled

after report in Cambs (or elsewhere)?

2. How are the sightings investigated?

3. How are sightings classified? | presume most have a rational explanation

but could you give me a proportion for the number that are still unaccounted

for.

4. There were nine reported sightings in a two-year period in Cambs (see

below) how does that compare with the rest of the country?

5. Has there been an increase or decrease in reported sighting in Cambs (or

nationally) over the last 10, 20, 50 years?

Case for release of information

1. An explanation of how the MOD deals with UFO sighting reports has been

given to the applicant.

2. The MOD does not investigate UFO sightings. An explanation has been

given to the applicant.

3. UFO sightings are not ‘classified’ and the MOD does not attempt to

positively identify what was seen. An explanation has been given to the

applicant.

4. The MOD does not keep records by geographical area. A table has been

provided of all reported UFO sightings received throughout the UK (including

Cambridgeshire) in 2003, 2004 and to date in 2005.

5. We do not compile statistics on the number of UFO sightings reported by

location. A list of the number of UFO reports received since records were first

kept in 1959 has been provided.

There is no reason to withhold any of this information, some of which has

already been released in response to earlier Freedom of Information requests.



Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation for the release of the aforementioned information

to the Applicant.

Grade/Rank:...... D... Name:.. ne

Signature..

Date:...21 October 2005
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Sent: 24 October 2005 09:29

To: cambridge-news.co.uk’

co
Subject: Internet-authorised:Request for information about UFOs

Importance: High

Ceo
Please see attached a response to your request for information about UFO sighting reports. | apologise for
not being able to get a response to you sooner.

Ministry of Defence

Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information

5th Floor, Zone H, i)
Main Building

Whitehall

LONDON

SW1A 2HB

e-mail:das-ufo-office @mod.uk

215 October 2005

24/10/2005



From:

Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

5" Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)

e-mail das-ufo-office @mod.

— Evening News Your Reference
Our Refs
D/DAS/10/72/8/13
Date
21 October 2005

Dear i’

Lam writing concerning your request for information about reports of ‘unidentified flying objects’

and how these reports are handled. Your request has been considered in accordance with the

Freedom of Information Act 2000. I will answer your questions in the same order as your e-mail.

1. The integrity of the UK's airspace in peacetime is maintained through continuous surveillance

of the UK Air Policing Area by the Royal Air Force. This is achieved by using a combination of

civil and military radar installations, which provide a continuous real-time “picture” of the UK.

airspace. Any threat to the UK Air Defence Region would be handled in the light of the particular

circumstances at the time (it might if deemed appropriate, involve the scrambling or diversion of

air defence aircraft). This system is not reliant on this department receiving reports of objects or

lights which the observer is unable to identify. Reports provided to us of ‘UFO’ sightings are

examined within this department, but consultation with air defence staff is considered only where

there is sufficient evidence to suggest a breach of UK air space. The vast majority of reports we

receive are very sketchy and vague. Only a handful of reports in recent years have warranted

further investigation and none revealed any evidence of a threat.

2. The MOD does not have any expertise or role in respect of 'UFO/flying saucer’ matters or to the

question of the existence or otherwise of extraterrestrial lifeforms. We remain totally open-

minded, but to date we know of no evidence which substantiates the existence of these alleged

phenomena. We do not therefore carry out investigations into reported sightings.

3. UFO sightings reported to the MOD are not given classifications. With regard to your question

about the proportion of reports that remain unaccounted for, I am unable to supply this

information because unless there is evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from an

external source, we do not attempt to identify the precise nature of each reported sighting. We

believe it is possible that rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could

be found for them, but it is not the function of the MOD to provide this kind of aerial

identification service. We could not justify expenditure of public funds on investigations which go

beyond our specific defence remit.

4. We do not keep records of UFO sighting reports by geographical area. However, we are in the

process of compiling a database of reports received by year and I have attached three tables

containing brief details of all the UFO reports received by the MOD throughout the UK (including

Cambridgeshire) in 2003, 2004 and to date in 2005.



@. We do not compile statistics on the number of UFO sightings reported by location, but we do

record the total number of reports received annually. This figure fluctuates each year depending

on public interest in the subject. I attach for your information a list of the number of UFO reports

received since records were first kept in 1959.

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to

complain about any aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the

undersigned in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an

internal review by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main

Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the

Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information

Act. Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD

internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the

Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website,

http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk

Yours sincerely,



UFO sighting reports received by the MOD

2005

Date Time Town / Village County Briet Description of Sighting

14-Jan-05 00:24 | Leeds West Yorkshire Two bright lights, round, and orange in colour.

14-Jan-05 St Clements Cornwall A bright light was seen heading towards the earth through the
clouds.

15-Jan-05 23:15 | Stoke-on-Trent Staffordshire Just reported as a flying saucer.

24-Jan-05 23:10 | Portadown Northern Ireland Eighteen lights moving across the sky.

Orange bail of light, like a big star in the sky and it had spiderish

31-Jan-05 05:00 | Port Talbot Nest Glamorgan legs.
01-Feb-05 10:30 | Stirling YY Black saucer, hovering.

02-Feb-05 17:50 | Wellingborough Northants V shaped object, which had bright lights, and sounded like bees.
08-Feb-05 22:55 | Orpington London Massive light. The object was shaped like an iron. Didn't move at ail.

11-Feb-05 Huntingdon Cambridgeshire Just reported as a UFO.

15-Feb-05 01:00 | Greenock Strathclyde Large yellow conical shape.

Object seen in the sky, but then the witness said it could have been

20-Feb-05 Leicester Leicestershire a meteorite.

20-Feb-05 10:00 | Walthamstow London A light in the sky.

Bright blue object, that broke into about 3 or 4 segments and then

20-Feb-05 09:50 | Cardiff South Glamorgan disappeared.

A 'swishing' sound, like a firework was heard and there was a bright

20-Feb-05 09:45 | Nr Minehead Somerset green light travelling from East to West. It had a white trail.
20-Feb-05 Yeovil Somerset Bright blue flash in the sky.

A flash of green/blue colour going across the sky. Looked like it was

20-Feb-05 Sherborne Dorset disintegrating. Looked like it had a tail.

Saw an amazing blue light travelling very fast across the sky. Lefta

20-Feb-05 09:45 { Barrington Somerset trail.
20-Feb-05 Kenton Mandeville A blue flash of light going across the sky.

20-Feb-05 Somerset A blue flash in the sky.

20-Feb-05 Dorset A flash of blue light was seen.

20-Feb-05 East Coker near Yeovil | Somerset A flying object.



The object was missile shaped. Was turquoise in colour, metallic

20-Feb-05 Yeldersley Derbyshire and looked reflective, and was the lengthof an estate car.

21-Feb-05 Chivnal Shropshire Silver object/ball with a tail. Moving very fast.

21-Feb-05 10:00 | Teddington Middlesex Something seen in the sky.

21-Feb-05 09:56 | Winkleigh Devon Object seen in the sky.

Zoom of light which streaked across the sky from left to right,

changed into a silver ball, then a flying saucer shape, before

27-Feb-05 Wokingham Berkshire disappearing, :
One strange light, that stayed there for about an hour. It dimmed,

14-Mar-05 05:29 | Immingham/Grimsby Humberside then got brighter again.

20-Mar-05 19:35 North Wales Just reported a UFO.

The object was star shaped and all the colours of the rainbow and

24-Mar-05 21:30 was dancing around.

31-Mar-05 21:15 | Woking Surrey A bright star that moved to the side. lt had bright lights.

Late at night witnessed something in the sky that could not be

04-Apr-05 Crosby identified.

One yellow sphere that was very bright and fast. Moving from West

06-Apr-05 23:00 | West Kilbride Ayrshire to North East.

07-Apr-05 23:15 | West Kilbride Ayrshire Three spheres within five minutes, moving from West to North East.

A triangular shaped, huge craft, with red lights on the stern. It

11-Apr-05 00:45 | Shrewsbury Shropshire hovered over the southern suburbs of Shrewsbury.

A descending white light. Then rotating beams of light going

18-Apr-05 00:30 | Matlock Derbyshire upwards from the ground.

21-Apr-05 06:31 Norfolk Three objects were seen hovering in the sky.

22-Apr-05 Wellingborough Northants A UFO/bright light was seen at a high altitude.

A black cigar shaped object, that looked like a disc side on. It

14-May-05 21:43 South-East London accelerated to a great speed that would outstrip a fighter jet.

27-May-05 15:15 Kent A small white object, that was moving parallel with an airliner.

The abject looked like a dim red light. Was zig Zagging across the

04-Jun-05 00:30 | St Neots Cambridgeshire sky in an easterly direction. Was faster than a plane.

The object looked like a rod. Through binoculars it appeared to

08-Jun-05 16:45 | St Neots Cambridgeshire shine silver, but was grey to the naked eye. Was moving around,

Two extremely bright, round lights, they had an object by the left of

23-Jun-05 15:15 | Stapleford Nottinghamshire them, which was lozenge shaped. Had the speed of an arrow,

04-Jul-05 21:00 | Middiesbrough Cleveland The object was triangular and the point was sort of rounded. It was



silent and had no lights. Moved slowly in an Easterly direction.

11-Jul-05 23:30 | Nailsworth Gloucestershire Strange lights in the sky at_a very high altitude.

02-Aug-05 22:15 Two objects above the house which circled about five times.

Seven red and white flashing lights. They were moving in an erratic

03-Aug-05 00:00 | Peacehaven East Sussex type of way.

Thin band of cloud with beams of light coming down. Lights moved

06-Aug-05 22:00 | Rotherham South Yorkshire from side to side like search lights.

Four oblongs that were equally spaced. They also looked like bright

07-Aug-05 21:30 | Kirby Merseyside lights.

10-Aug-05 18:30 | Walthamstow London The object was the size of a jumbo jet and was silver.

The witness didn't see the object, but said that it sounded like a

11-Aug-05 02:00 | Hurst Berkshire 1930's airship. There was a low humming noise over the house.

10 miles West of One-two metres in length. Was a yellow colour and cylindrical in

13-Aug-05 17:11 | Gatwick Sussex shape. Not a balloon shape.

21-Aug-05 11:50 | Ripon North Yorkshire Round, football shaped object that was shiny and metalic.

Eight to ten circular things/objects that looked quite low in the sky.

23-Aug-05 North of Derbyshire They were uniform shape, small and opaque.

A cylindrical shaped object, that changed from silver to black as it

03-Sep-05 17:45 | Little Waltham Essex was moving across the sky. About 100ft wide.

Two orange orbs seen outside moving very slow at first, then very

04-Sep-05 22:00 | Louth Lincolnshire fast towards the North Sea.
There was a three dimensional diamond shaped object, approx. size

04-Sep-05 02:35 | Wolsingham Northumbria of a large helicopter. It had green lights on either side.

05-Sep-05 21:00 | Hornchurch Essex A'UFO'.

One light in the sky that burst into four separate ones, before

09-Sep-05 05:45 | Little Hampton West Sussex disappearing.

10-Sep-05 22:00 | Loughton Essex Three glowing lights. They were a bright orange colour.

Three golden orbs seen hovering in the sky for an hour, moving ina

10-Sep-05 22:00 | Loughton Essex triangle formation.

Three very suspicious looking lights up in the sky. They were orange

10-Sep-05 22:00 | Loughton Essex and very bright.

Three objects were seen in the sky. The objects appeared to be

10-Sep-05 21:00 | Loughton Essex orange in colour.

10-Sep-05 20:58 | Loughton Essex Three balls of fire in the sky. They keep circling and then lining up.

14-Sep-05 21:15 | Lochgelly Fife Bright, white lights that were moving in semi circles.



14-Sep-05 21:45 | Glenrothes Fife Three to six bright, white lights in circles.

14-Sep-05 23:15 | Creiff Perthshire Clear white lights, like a torch but no beam.

14-Sep-05 20:50 | Letham Fife White circles all over the sky.

14-Sep-05 20:55 | Biairgowrie Perthshire Three white circles going clockwise then anti-clockwise.

14-Sep-05 21:23 | Kinross Perthshire Two-three bright green and luminous lights circling.

One object, dark brown, that was a military shape and was fast

17-Sep-05 15:58 moving.

20-Sep-05 20:39 | Romford Essex Four orange lights above the witnesses house.

10-Oct-05 Just reported a UFO sighting in the evening.

Chatteris Cambridgeshire Just reported as a UFO sighting.

Whitstable Kent Strange lights in the sky.

Port Talbot West Glamorgan Looked like a parachute flare.

Swansea West Glamorgan Looked like a parachute flare.

Brighton Sighting seen sometime in 2005, in Southwick.

Briton Ferry West Glamorgan Something was seen in the sky. (sometime in February 2005).

Slough Berkshire Like a bigshooting star, but was going too fast to be one.

Shepton Mallet Somerset (Seen in April 2005). The object looked like a star, but moved very
slow sideways.

Basildon Essex (Seen in April 2005). Saw a spacecraft with aliens (the greys), sitting
on top of it, above the bungalow.

Kendal Cumbria (Was seen sometime in 2005). Just reported a UFO.

Brixton Hill London (Was seen sometime in 2005). Just reported a UFO.

09:34 | Chevithorne Devon The object looked like a telegraph pole.

Cardiff South Wales A UFO. (Seen sometime in 2005).

Pontyclun South Wales A UFO. (Seen sometime in 2005).

Two UFOs were spotted, and they were clearly not aeroplanes.

(Seen sometime in July 2005).

Lichfield Staffordshire The object was circular and was a dull orange colour/light. Was the
size of a meduim aircraft. (Seen in August 2005).

ipswich Suffolk Just reported a UFO. ( Seen sometime in 2005).

Somerset A bubble like thing in the sky. It flashed across the sky. (Seen
sometime in August 2005).

Croesyceiliog Gwent Five to six white lights flying very fast overhead. They looked a bit
like bright stars.



_| Bagshot [ Surrey | Just reported a UFO sighting.

2004

Date Time Town / Village County Brief Description of Sighting_

02-Jan-04 04:30 | Ayr Strathclyde A square red object, pinkish at the front.

One large black triangular aircraft with three bright lights in a

09-Jan-04 14:00 | Market Harborough Leicestershire triangle formation. There was a rumbling sound.

09-Jan-04 22:30 | Thaxted Essex Strange light that was watched for one and a half hours.

12-Jan-04 16:30 | Huddersfield West Yorkshire Round object with white lights all around it.

27-Jan-04 21:00 | Peterborough pe asec Four dull red lights above the house, travelling fast and low.

27-Jan-04 23:08 | Retiord Noftinghamshire One object seen over Retford Town Hall.

28-Jan-04 18:30 | Peterborough Cambridgeshire Fiashing green lights 1000-5000ft up in the sky.

28-Jan-04 18.15 | Billingsley Shropshire Lights in the night sky flying in formation.

Object appeared to be a soundless pair of lights, one yellow, the

04-Feb-04 06:15 | Grosmont North Yorkshire other white. No discernable shape.

08-Feb-04 21:45 | Ely Cambridgeshire Four lights, one brighter than the others, sometimes fading.

Two objects, described as a fast pair of speeding lights - very fast

11-Feb-04 21:05 | Holbeach Lincolnshire bright light.

18-Feb-04 16:02 | Rhyl Clwyd Large black object over Rhyl.

Yellow light in a circular formation. The flash shot across the sky

01-Mar-04 20:00 | Lowestoft Suffolk and the lights went out.

17-Mar-04 20:20 | Edinburgh Lothian Fast moving bright light.

Large ball of light. Looked like a rocket. No sound generally, but at

25-Mar-04. 22:10 | Leighton Buzzard Bedfordshire times, a slight whirring sound.

Saw the object at 17:30 Sri Lankan time. The object looked like a

ring doughnut and was orange and had other rings of colour

27-Mar-04 Sri Lanka surrounding it too.

02-Apr-04 12:30 | West Kilbride Ayrshire One sphere.

09-Apr-04 17:57 | Greater Chesterford Essex 60ft long symmetrical object.



Just said it was an object. That it was flying over very fast and then

09-Apr-04 19:30 | Dimchurch Kent disappeared.

Saw a UFO, with a cluster of four bright lights in a ring shape on it.

11-Apr-04 20:43 | Seaforth Merseyside Three beams of white light shone upwards and then disappeared.

14-Apr-04 10:30 | Wellingborough Northants A round object was flying overhead at a very fast speed.

Looked like a Jellyfish flying in the sky. May have had two bright

14-Apr-04 20:27 | Honley West Yorkshire lights on the side of the object.

15-Apr-04 22:20 | West Kilbride Ayrshire Yellow sphere. Very bright.

16-Apr-04 22:40 | West Kilbride Ayrshire Yellow sphere.

16-Apr-04 22:55 | West Kilbride Ayrshire Yellow sphere.
Two objects travelling together. They climbed at an incredible

19-Apr-04 22:10 | Filey North Yorkshire speed, and headed south down the coast.

The object looked like a boomerang and was stationary over a

22-Apr-04 16:30 | Goole East Yorkshire power station. An aircraft was circling the object.

22-Apr-04 Queensbury West Yorkshire Just said an object.

25-Apr-04 08:50 | Primrose Hill London The object was a rectangle shape with a white light.

Four bright lights, plus the outer circle of the round object, had eight

29-Apr-04 22:30 | Derby Derbyshire lights going round in a clockwise direction.

05-May-04 23:10 | Kings Lynn Norfolk A bright, pulsing-spider looking object.

10-May-04 22:45 | Storth Cumbria Looked like a bright star and was moving around like a kite.

10-May-04 22:47 | West Kilbride Ayrshire Two yellow spheres, going at a tremendous speed.

14-May-04 03:10 | Leeds West Yorkshire A very bright light and also saw strobe lights near the bright light.

15-May-04 West Kilbride Ayrshire Two spheres.

17-May-04 West Kilbride Ayrshire One sphere.

19-May-04 23:20 | West Kilbride Ayrshire Large bright sphere.

The witness had seen the object so clearly, that grooves and

20-May-04 09:43 Surrey windows could be seen and no room for humans to fit within it.

20-May-04 11:15 | Nelson Lancashire The object was white in colour and ‘chewy mint’ shaped.

20-May-04 13:30 | Skipton North Yorkshire Looked like a light, transparent ring.

Two objects were both an orange colour and were disc shaped.

22-May-04 23:50 They looked like aircraft without wings and were very silent.

25-May-04 17:00 | Paignton Devon Long single, black cylinder type object about 200ft long.



25-May-04 West Kilbride Ayrshire One sphere.

30-May-04 12:15 | West Kilbride Ayrshire Five bright spheres flying beside each other.
The object was a bright light and it was flashing and making engine

01-Jun-04 00:00 | Hamilton Lanarkshire noises.

One object with a bright, white flashing light, and was making

02-Jun-04 00:35 | Hamilton Lanarkshire engine noises.
Object looked like a comet at first, was quite bright and got lighter

02-Jun-04 01:00 | Hayes Middlesex as it grew bigger.

04-Jun-04 21:07 | Coventry West Midiands One jong, black, cigar shaped object.

05-Jun-04 Wellingborough Northants A black 'UFO' was seen flying over a Methodist Church.

14-Jun-04 09:30 | Rushden Northants A'UFQ' was following an airliner.

One object,about 70ft long, with brilliant bright lights. The object

14-Jun-04 23:15 | Bridgend changed shape, just before the sight was lost.

21-Jun-04 17:55 | Oldham Greater Manchester One long, black, cigar shaped object.

Object was extremely large, completely circular and the lights on it

13-Jul-04 01:00 | Winchmore Hill London were pulsating different colours.
Bright yellow light, low level, appeared from nowhere for about ten

14-Jul-04 23:10 | Corby Northants seconds.

Ball of flames with a solid underneath, the flames went out and

19-Jul-04 22:20 | Wellford Berkshire came on again, and then plummeted to earth.

28-Jul-04 Lynton nr Exmoor Devon The object looks like a big white triangle on the horizon.

Three very strange, bright orange objects, which were quite large

31-Jul-04 22:45 | Shepton Mallet Somerset and going in an upward direction.

Strange looking object, bigger than an aircraft, it had mesh around it

07-Aug-04 04:30 | Chingford London and red, blue, green and yellow lights around the outside.

07-Aug-04 Greenside Newcastle upon Tyne_| Only reported as alien sightings above the house.

16-Aug-04 23:35 | West Kilbride Ayrshire Five spheres spotted, flying together.

29-Aug-04 03:05 | Loughton Essex The object was white, hazy and round, and there was no noise.

01-Sep-04 15:55 | Glossop Derbyshire Silver disc.
The object was very bright and was of large proportions. Large in

02-Sep-04 23:50 | Deal Kent velocity.
The object was a black cylinder rectangle shape and was the size

04-Sep-04 14:30 | White Hill East Hampshire of a house. One minute the colour was black and then changed toa



silver colour.

An object was seen the size of a ten pence piece. It had a domed

05-Sep-04 10:24 | Birmingham West Midlands top and bottom. Was metallic in appearance.

The object was a bright light at first and then looked like a box kite.

05-Sep-04 15:20 | Barry South Glamorgan There was no sound, wings or fuselage.

Two silvery objects, they were pulling apart and moving together

07-Sep-04 11:30 | Holywell Flintshire and they left vapour trails as they were moving.

Large flash of light which turned into a grey object descending over

08-Sep-04 20:15 | Cardiff South Glamorgan Cardiff bay, with trailing smoke behind it.

09-Sep-04 23:20 | Dumfries Dumfries & Galloway _| Spotted strange lights over the town.

The object looked like a great bright light and was really intense,

16-Sep-04 03:50 | Ilwerne Minster Somerset like a big ball of fire, rapidly moving towards the ground.

20-Sep-04 22:00 | Lutterworth Leicestershire Flashing lights.

Looked like a big ball of fire coming down from the sky with a tail

24-Sep-04 06:30 | Devizes Wiltshire and sparks coming off of the end of it.

24-Sep-04 06:30 | Newport Dyfed/South Wales One object that looked like a disc, with a tail and was shiny.

Saw a big orange disc going from East to West. Said the object was

totally silent and moving quite slowly.

24-Sep-04 Swindon Wiltshire

30-Sep-04 21:10 | Porchester Hampshire Just mentioned a sighting.
The object looked like a wide test tube shape, that moved from the

10-Oct-04 10:15 | Strath Bongo/Glasgow__| Strathclyde South East.

Bright orange/red coiour object, rapidly and randomly changing

10-Oct-04 22:15 | Colchester Essex direction, from East to West.

The object was a round sphere like the moon and it had green and

11-Oct-04 02:35 | Preston Lancashire red flashing lights and was very noisy,

12-Oct-04 20:07 | Dumfries Dumiries & Galloway | Strange lights over the town.

18-Oct-04 Wimbledon London A few objects.

06-Nov-04 21:25 | Driffield East Yorkshire The object had three to four different colour lights.

The object was very bright like the sun, and it looked like the size of

a space hopper! Had flames coming off of it, so it could have been

09-Nov-04 Warmington Northants a meteorite! Now says probably was!

11-Nov-04 14:15 | Ilford Essex The object was the size of a round beach ball and black. Looked



disc shaped when it became stationary in the sky. Had no wings.

The object was a silver disc, with solar panels, but turned out to be

19-Nov-04 08:02 | Douglas isle of Man an ATR 42 - twin propeller, Euromanx aeroplane.

Witnessed at least 25 yellow spheres, flying in groups of five, flying

26-Nov-04 21:00 | West Kilbride Ayrshire North over West Kilbride.

29-Nov-04 17:15 | Wellingborough Northants Agroup of lights were seen and then a buzzing noise was heard.

Ball of fire, with a tail five to seven times the diameter of the ball.

10-Dec-04 17:25 | Broxburn/Edinburgh Lothian Bright orange with a weaker orange tail. Meteorite?

15-Dec-04 08:30 | Lisburn/Belfast County Antrim Three bright lights moving in the sky.

27-Dec-04 17:15 | Wellingborough Northants A'UFO' was seen, and then it changed into a bright light.

Three to four discs, that looked oval shape when the discs moved

Leicester Leicestershire to the side. Moved in a triangular formation across the sky.

Two objects flying around the sky for about two hours, and that they

Letchworth Bedfordshire were going quite slow. (Seen in December '04).



2003

Date Time Town/Village County Brief Description of sighting

04-Jan-03 21:15 | St Clares, Nr Carmarthen | Dyfed White object with vivid flashing green, blue and red lights.

One object with a very bright light like an aircraft's landing

04-Jan-03 19:20 | Nr Benbecula Airport light, with a smaller dimmer light on top of the bright light.

Three silver or white balls in the sky, joined by another two.

06-Jan-03 15:00 | Huddersfield West Yorkshire Quite large. Travelling in a line.

One bright white object, hovering at first, then moving

07-Jan-03 21:26 | Blackpool Lancashire quickly.

Changing shape. Strong blue, green and red lights

08-Jan-03 22:00 | Coaltown of Balaonie Fife pulsating lights. Jumbo Jet sized.

= Looked like a satellite re-entering, moving across the sky,

10-Jan-03 03:00 | Brighton Sussex then shot off like a shooting star.

Two aircraft type objects flying next to each other. Both had

10-Jan-03 Stirling Scotland vapour trails.

Lights, that were formed in a worm shape, wriggling around

10-Jan-03 01:00 | East Dulwich London in the sky.

Oblong in shape with three vertical flashing lights, red,

11-Jan-03 23:45 | Bridgnorth Salop yellow and green, all flashing at the same time.

Distant object moving from side to side. Bright light, brighter

13-Jan-03 07:40 | Dunkeld Tayside than any star. Went dim from time to time.

A large round disc, slightly smaller than the moon. Creamy

15-Jan-03 22:10 | Cowbridge South Glamorgan _| white then changed green.

19-Jan-03 18:03 | Stonehaven Grampian Three bright lights forming a triangle. Hovering not moving.

25-Jan-03 19:08 | Chester Cheshire Twelve bright lights moving from side to side.
Two triangular shaped objects, flying in perfect

syncronisation. Low humming noise - not like a normal

29-Jan-03 18:15 | Wolverhampton West Midlands commercial airliner.

Bright light lit up the curtains, and for a split second

appeared to be heading for the window. Followed by a loud

03-Feb-03 Leyland Lancashire bang.

16-Feb-03 17:20 | Birmingham West Midlands Object seen. Static.



19-Feb-03 18:30 | Huntingdon Cambridgeshire Like a shooting star fallingto the ground.
A circular bright light - three arms on the object, (not

21-Feb-03 10:30 | Penryn Cornwall rotating), in the middle of it was a red light.

25-Feb-03 23:00 | Southfields London Object, not a plane, not on flight path and not a star.

Two large white objects, close together, looked like jets or

01-Mar-03 Northampton Northamptonshire _| refuelling planes. Going at jet speed.

02-Mar-03 15:54 | Pontypridd Mid-Glamorgan Strange object, silver and shaped like a dart.

11-Mar-03 21:50 | Wellingborough Northamptonshire _| An object high up in the sky.

A very large delta shaped formation of steady red lights - no

30-Mar-03 20:00 | Aldershot Hampshire noise.

30-Mar-03 Glastonbury Somerset Lights in the sky.
Two silver objects that were stationary in the sky. One

31-Mar-03 09:20 London seemed to be closer than the other.

Massive object, about the size of two football pitches,

05-Apr-03 03:58 triangular shape. Took off very fast.

One craft with three yellow lights on portside and three red

lights on starboard side. Shape was between circular and

07-Apr-03 02:30 | Falmouth Cornwall triangular or Delia wing size.
41-Apr-03 22:21 | Stansted Airport Essex A ball of fire, very bright, with no colour.

A ball of fight, with no colour, passed under an aircraft, front

23-Apr-03 18:15 | Heathrow Airport London to back, very fast.

24-Apr-03 Shepherds Bush London Crafts coming down from behind the clouds.

Sawa black triangle flying quite fast and silently, through

05-May-03 18:30 the sky in a single direction.

13-May-03 17:45 | Belfast Northern Ireland Two objects that looked like stars.

The object was high and bright and had no anti-collision

25-May-03 23:00 | Sandyford Lanarkshire lights.

25-May-03 23:05 | Kilmacolm Strathclyde Large bright light.

Huge white bail that was glowing. Looked like a flying

25-May-03 23:20 | St. Leonards East Kilbride jellytish.

28-May-03 07:50 | Great Yarmouth Norfolk The object was saucer shaped.
30-May-03 23:25 | Kingston-upon-Hull Humberside A bright light in the sky.

31-May-03 21:00 | Gateshead Tyne and Wear Black orb with five or six tassels underneath it.

08-Jun-03 17:00 | Weilingborough Northamptonshire | White cylindrical object moving very fast up into the sky.

09-Jun-03 06:40 | Isleworth London Silver object as bright as a star, changed from a cylinder to



acrescent moon shape, with red and silver stripes.

Very big red light balls hovering. One red light hung smaller

44-Jun-03 21:35 | Llandrindod Wells Powys and then dropped out.

Cylinder shaped object, with faint stars around it. Thought it

14-Jun-03 15:39 | Walthamstow London was metal, as light was shining off of it.

14-Jun-03 06:00 | Girton Cambridgeshire Smail circular object. Blue and white translucent.

20-Jun-03 08:35 Kent A string of two sets of two lights.

A doughnut shaped object was spotted moving from left to

right, side to side. One side was shiny and reflective, and

21-Jun-03 16:43 | Richmond London the other black,

Just said something was seen for three seconds. (Didn't

21-Jun-03 12:32 | Wimbledon London specify).

The object was a silvery white colour and non reflective in

26-Jun-03 16:28 | Melksham Wiltshire the sunshine.
Orange lights moving as a group in a circular motion.

28-Jun-03 23:22 | Glastonbury Somerset Moved slowly along.

A stationary triangular object was seen. The object

08-Jul-03 20:00 | Hereford Herefordshire remained stationary for about 30 minutes at quite a height.
Two round objects with legs, which were black and

12-Jul-03 22:05 | Rhonda Mid-Glamorgan spinning.

13-Jul-03 Wellingborough Northants Sawa ball of light in the sky.
13-Jul-03 20:30 | Winterley Cheshire Appeared like a star, possibly a balloon.

Saw the biggest white light that the witness had ever seen

14-Jul-03 21:30 Northamptonshire _| before. It shot off across the sky and then disappeared.

Assumed object to be a shooting star at first. No trail

15-Jul-03 03:25 | Bermondsey London behind.

Disc like object, moving in the sky slowly, poised once and

15-Jul-03 21:40 | Galston on Sea Norfolk headed in a NE direction.
15-Jul-03 00:30 | Malvern Worcesiershire One light was seen. Erratic movement and stationary.

Bright white star like light. Moved from side to side, up and

20-Jul-03 23:05 | Bridlington East Yorkshire down and in circles.

22-Jul-03 Bridlington East Yorkshire Silver or white object. Moved at an unbelievable speed.
Silver ball up in the sky for about an hour. Disappeared and

27-Jul-03 18:00 | Gravesend Kent then returned again about an hour later.



04-Aug-03 21:00 | Wellingborough Northants A brilliant orange ball of light seen 2000ft up in the sky.

A star shaped object. Witness watched for a few minutes,

08-Aug-03 22:35 | West Kilbride Ayrshire then it dropped from the sky like a bomb.

10-Aug-03 23:15 | West Kilbride Ayrshire Could see a few round spheres.

Round football shaped. Flashing lights-multi coloured. The

13-Aug-03 22:55 | Maesteg Mid-Glamorgan lights were on top then moved around the object.

Unusual object, with flashing lights but not like aircraft

14-Aug-03 18:00 | Southfleet Kent lights, more like reflections from the sun. No trail.

Very bright white light, bigger than a star, but quickly

14-Aug-03 23:57 | Worcester Worcestershire diminishing in size until it completely disappeared.

14-Aug-03 23:09 | Newport Gwent Orange circular object seen. Stayed stationary.

16-Aug-03 21:00 | Amesbury Wiltshire Flying saucer shaped object.

17-Aug-03 23:45 | Bonnybridge Central Justa sighting. No details given.

Object with two white lights with one red and one orange in

19-Aug-03 23:30 | Si Seithins Perthshire the middle, both flashing.

Cigar shaped, grey in colour with domed ends, was silent

21-Aug-03 14:00 | Lincoln Lincolnshire and very slow.

A helium type balloon, size of a moon, with flashing biue

and red lights, moving north along the line of the A38 over

27-Aug-03 23:00 | Worcester Worcestershire the area south of Worcester.

03-Sep-03 21:35 | Wellingborough Northamptonshire | An orange ball seen about 2000ft up in the sky.

Six lights that split, at one point becoming eight lights.

04-Sep-03 23:40 | Todmorden West Yorkshire Orange and red in colour.

Two circular objects, about half the apparent size of the

13-Sep-03 21:40 | Heckmondwike West Yorkshire moon. Very dull yellow.

Greater

13-Sep-03 22:40 | Manchester Manchester Round, white lights in the sky.

Bright as Mars. White light. Dim. Moved in a South East

13-Sep-03 20:15 | Great Yarmouth Norfolk direction.

Two small, star size objects, much darker orange or rust

17-Sep-03 20:45 | Northampton Northamptonshire | colour, followed by another two doing manoeuvres.

One object. White brilliant light, flickering yellow and red.

Extremely brighter than other stars around it. Moving from

17-Sep-03 21:00 | Northolt London side to side.

18-Sep-03 03:00 | Wimbledon London Triangular object, copper coloured. Hovered over the house



for about a minute then disappeared.

Ashby De La Launde, Nr

19-Sep-03 22:30 | Digby Lincolnshire A object spinning above a house.

22-Sep-03 Hove East Sussex A red unidentified flying object, definitely not an aeroplane.

An unusual object, falling from a cloud, like it was burning,

24-Sep-03 19:25 | Barry South Glamorgan | Very fast. Was viewed for five minutes.

Two pairs of objects that were not recognisable as aircraft

24-Sep-03 20:45 | Northampton Northamptonshire | and were purple in colour.

14-Oct-03 06:56 | Whitney Oxfordshire Very large object with flashing lights.
Two objects travelling side by side overhead. Dull red in

26-Oct-03 21:06 | North Wirral Merseyside colour.

05-Nov-03 16:30 | Southbound on the A11 Two bright lights in the sky.

There were 20-30 red flashing lights in the sky

17-Nov-03 02:25 | Bromley Kent accompanied by a whirring noise.

25-Nov-03 14:25 |Wem Shropshire A strange bright orange/red light in the sky.
01-Dec-03 Woodbridge Suffolk An unusual aircraft, but with strange lights.

Nothing was seen, but a loud noise was heard, like a

02-Dec-03 01:20 | Aylesbury Buckinghamshire _| balloon letiing out air.

A loud noise like a hot air balioon was heard, but nothing

02-Dec-03 01:30 | Thame Oxfordshire was seen.
The object was black/dark with lights along the side anda

weird strobe light. Was about 60 ft across. Very high in the

17-Dec-03 19:15 | Wokingham Berkshire sky.

A steady bright light in the sky resembling the front of a

29-Dec-03 01:50 | Nr Barnton Park Edinburgh helicopter.

(Seen for six weeks - Feb/March 2003). Two strange lights

Ashburton Devon in the sky.

(Seen for three weeks in Feb 2003). Very bright white light

with five other lights around it, that were moving. Looked

Wellingborough Northamptonshire | like a barrage balloon from World War 2.

(Seen 2003). 17 spaceships. V shaped, oblong, wings and

different colours. Could see green aliens with cream

Wigan Lancashire coloured bellies.



NUMBERS OF “UNEXPLAINED” AERIAL SIGHTINGS REPORTED

TO THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Figures from before 1959 are not available.

N.B. The figures below relate to the number of reports, received by the Ministry of

Defence, of aerial activity which was not immediately identifiable to the witness.

They should not be taken to reflect sightings of “UFOs/flying saucers”.

1959 — 22

1960 - 31

1961 - 71

1962 — 46

1963 — 51

1964— 74

1965 — 56

1966— 95

1967 — 362

1968 — 280

1969 — 228

1970 — 181

1971 - 379

1972 — 201

1973 — 233

1974—177

1975 — 208 eS
1976 ~ 200

1977 — 435

1978 — 750

1979 — 550

1980— 350

1981 — 600

1982— 250

1983 —- 390

1984 — 214

1985 — 177

1986 - 120

1987 — 150

1988 — 397

1989 — 258

1990 ~ 209

1991-117

1992 — 147

1993 ~ 258

1994— 250

1995 — 373



1996 — 609

1997 — 425

1998 — 193

1999 — 229

2000 — 210

2001 — 203

2002 — 100

2003 — 99

2004 — 85

2005 - 90
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Sent: 19 October 2005 13:30

Subject: Internet-authorised: Freedom of Information request

Thank you for your message. | apologise for nat replying to your request for information. | am sure you will

appreciate that the subject of UFOs is popular with the general public and we have received a large number

of Freedom of Information requests which we are doing our best to address as quickly as possible. | am in
meetings for the rest of today, but if you could postpone writing your articie for a couple of days, | will do my

best to get a substantive reply to you by Friday.

Yours sincerely,

_— 7 cc
Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information

From: bev spnmenecrrs [mailto EE © cambridge-news.co.uk}
0Sent: er 2005 08:16

To:

Wl mocscsescemerml of Information request
Dear
Thank you for your email however | have heard nothing since. | am writing the story today (Wednesday) and

hope to include a response from the Ministry of Defence.

{f there is anything | can do to speed up my request please contact me on |

Yours sincerely

Cambridge Evening News

none Original Message-----

on a 2
rSent: 005 10:18

To: MEDNEIEIEEEE cambridge news.co.uk
Ce: pressea rampton.raf.mod.uk

Subject: Freecom of Information request

Cea

| am writing to acknowledge receipt of your request for information about UFO sightings in

Cambridgeshire. Your message has been passed to this department as we are the focal point within

the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about UFOs. | will be sending you a full reply shortly.

Yours sincerely,

Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of information

5th Floor, Zone H,

Main Building

Whitehall

LONDON

SW1A 2HB

20/10/2005



20~10-200S— 101 763-006

Ex ping 10 Agy 400%

as a

mi: BRA MOD-PressEast [presseast@ brampton.raf.mod.uk]

Sent: 13 October 2005 10:19

To:

Subject: ntemet-Authorised: INFO ON UFOs

We spoke. Here are | questions.

Thanks for your help,

3 = b. ‘a)
Defence Press Officer (East)

Siete Original Message-----

From: (mailto: IEE ecambr idge-news co.uk]
Sent: xr 2005 10:05

To: 'BRA MOD-PressEastAsst'

Subject: UFOs

dst interested about how the MOD deals with UFO sightings.

I presume you don't scramble fighters on every "coloured lights sighting"

but......

1. What does the MOD do when it receives a reported UFO sighting,

-do fighters investigate, have there been instances of fighters

being scrambled after report in Cambs (or elsewhere)?

2. How are the sightings investigated?

3. How are sightings classified? I presume most have a rational explanation but could

you give me a proportion for the number that are still unaccounted for.

4. There were nine reported sightings in a two-year period in Cambs (see
below) how does that compare with the rest of the country?

5. Has there been an increase or decrease in reported sighting in Cambs (or
nationally) over the last 10, 20, 50 years?

Thanks (The truth is out there)

{Special agent) _
Reporter

Cambridge Evening News

Tel:

Reports for Cambridgeshire:-

19/02/2003

18.30

Huntingdon

Cambs

Like a shooting star falling to the ground.

14/06/2003

06.00

Girton

Cambs

Small circular object. Blue and white translucent.

27/01/2004

21.00
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e-mail:das-ufo-office@ mod.uk

20/10/2005



Peterborough

Cambs

¥sur dull red lights above the house, travelling fast and low.

28/01/2004

18.30

Peterborough

Cambs

Flashing green lights, 1000-5000ft up in the sky.

08/02/2004

21.45

Ely

Cambs

Four lights, one brighter than the others, sometimes fading.

Chatteris

Cambs

Just said that it was a 'UFO'. (Seen sometime in 2005).

11/02/2005

Huntingdon

Cambs

The witness just said that it was a ‘UFO'.

04/06/2005

00.30

st Neots

Cambs

The object looked like a dim red light.

08/06/2005

16.45

St Neots

Cambs

The object looked like a rod, that was silvery/grey.

Reports for Hertfordshire:-

Welwyn Garden City

Hertfordshire

One dise shaped object that was tangerine colour.
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AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION

Applicant: ia

Case Number: 29-06-2005-141253-011 Expiry:25 July 2005

The Applicant has made the following requests for information:

1 Any info (documents papers logbooks) relating to the level of alert status

in force at RAF/USAF tenated air bases in GB during 25- 30 Dec 1980.

2 Copies of any papers, reports or correspondence generated relating to

reports of aerial phenomina reported by the public, civ aircrew and MOD

sources on the evening of 25/12/80. My request relates to the re entry of the

Russian Cosmos 749 roc dy shortly after 2100 on 25/12/80. | understand

this object was sighted by erous civilans over SE England including the

crew of a civy airliner and reported to RAF West Drayton on 25/26.12.80.

3 Copies of papers reports correspondence relating to satellite debris

detected sighted or reported to MOD/RAF by RAF Fylingdales or other MOD

agencies between 25 / 30.12.80.

4 Copy of Op record book & any other surving logbooks for Sector

Operation Centre/control and Reporting Centre RAF Neatishead, Dec 80 &

Jan 81.

5 Copy of Ops Record Book & any other surviving logbooks for Eastern

radar (RAF Watton) Dec 80 & Jan 81.

6 Copy of Ops Record Book for RAF Bawdsey and/or units operating from

RAF Bawdsey Dec 80 & Jan 81.

7 Copy of the report on Exercise Proper Watch which took place at RAF

Bentwaters, May 89 and "tested the procedures in place for responding to the

crash of a US transport a/c carrying nuclear weapons" (Hansard 30 Jun 98

Case for release of information

Although the applicant has stated that his request does not relate specifically

to the Rendlesham Forest UFO incident, all his requests are for seemingly

related information of the same period. There are also articles on the internet

linking the Rendlesham incident to the UFO sighting reports and rocket re-

entry mentioned in his request 2. The response to this request has therefore

been co-ordinated by DAS-FOI.

1. DAS-VF1 established that details of the alert states in force at individual

RAF/ USAF bases in the UK are not held centrally and individual! stations do

not keep records for long periods. There is therefore no information available

for this period. The applicant was informed of this in my interim response on

25 August 2005.



2. Several UFO sighting reports were received around 2100 on 25 December

1980 and copies of these are attached for release to the applicant. Personal

data concerning those who made the reports has been removed as it is not

relevant to the request. RAF Fylingdales were consulted about the timing of

the decay of the Russian Cosmos 749 rocket body and provided details which

have been included in my draft response. They have confirmed that this is

common knowledge and there is no reason to withhold this information.

3. RAF Fylingdales have provided details of satellite debris which decayed

and returned to earth between 25-30 December 1980. They have confirmed

that it is fine to release this to the applicant.

4&5. AHB have provided copies of the F540 Operational Record Book

entries for RAF Neatishead and RAF Watton for December 1980 and January

1981 as requested. As they are now 25 years old the F540s for this period

are currently going through the Departmental review process pending release

to The National Archives. In order to answer this request the MOD reviewers

have examined these particular documents and downgraded them to

unclassified. | see no reason not to release them to the applicant.

6. AHB have confirmed that no F540s were completed for RAF Bawdsey in

1980 /1981. The applicant also requested documents from any units operating

from Bawdsey and AHB have provided a copy of relevant information from the

F540 of the only unit operating there at the time. As with the other F540

entries these have also been downgraded by the MOD reviewers.

7. Itis not clear who answered the PQ on 30 June 1998 about Exercise

Proper Watch referred to by the applicant. The parliamentary branch do not

hold records that far back. DS&C-NAR1b did not know if they answered it, but

confirmed that it would appear to be their area of work and they once had a

file on this exercise. This file was, however, destroyed long ago (they were not

sure exactly when). The applicant was informed of this in my interim

response on 25 August 2005.

Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation for the release of the aforementioned information

to the Applicant.
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© HARD COPY LETTER dd 16/6, REC'D 27/6

This is a request under the FOI Act. Please use above address for correspondence.

Firstly I should make clear although my application relates to the period in which the

Rendlesham UFO incident occurred my request does not relate specifically to this

incident per se. I am aware the MOF file is available on the pub scheme on line but

my request relates to a related occurrence not dealt with by the contents of this file.

My request is for copies of original docs and any corespondence generated by MOD

or related departments specific to the info listed below

1 Any info (documents papers logbooks) relating to the level of alert status in force

at RAF/USAF tenated air bases in GB during 25- 30 Dec 1980

2 Copies of any papers, reports or correspondence generated relating to reports of

aerial phenomina reported by the public, civ aircrew and MOD sources on the evening Chek
of 25/12/80. My request relates to the re entry of the Russian Cosmos 749 rocket body io Poler -
shortly after 2100 on 25/12/80. I understand this object was sighted by numerous

civilans over SE England including the crew of a civy airliner and reported to RAF

West Drayton on 25/26.12.80.

3 Copies of papers reports correspondence relating to satellite debris detected

sighted or reported to MOD/RAF by RAF Fylingdales or other MOD agencies

between 25 / 30.12.80.

4 Copy of Op record book & any other surving logbooks for Sector Operation

Centre/control and Reporting Centre RAF Neatishead, Dec 80 & Jan 81.

5 Copy of Ops Record Book & any other surviving logbooks for Eastern radar (RAF

Watton) Dec 80 & Jan 81.

6 Copy of Ops Record Book for RAF Bawdsey and/or units operating from RAF

Bawdsey Dec 80 & Jan 81.

7 Copy of the report on Exercise Proper Watch which took place at RAF Bentwaters,

May 89 and "testeD the procedures in place for responding to the crash of a US

transport a/c carrying nuclear weapons" (Hansard 30 Jun 98



From:
Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

5" Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)

e-mail das-ufo-office @mod.|

Your Reference

Our Reference
P/DAS/ 10/2/8/13

i ate

— 6 October 2005

a

Further to my message of 25 August about your Freedom of Information request, I am now in a

position to give you a substantive reply to the elements of your request which remain outstanding.

l apologise for the delay in providing the full response.

Request 1

Was answered in my email of 25 August 2005.

Request 2

Please find enclosed copies of UFO sighting reports received by the Ministry of Defence around

2100 on 25 December 1980. Data not relevant to your request has been removed. With regard to

your enquiry about the re-entry of the Russian Cosmos 749 rocket body, RAF Fylingdales have

confirmed that their records show they were informed of the decay at or before 0800Z on the

26 December 1980. However, it should be noted that in 1980 they did not receive the same level

of decay date/time accuracy as they receive today and it can therefore be inferred that the decay

happened between 1800Z on 25 December and 0800Z on 26 December 1980.

Request 3

RAF Fylingdales have confirmed that their records show the following satellite debris decay

between 25-30 December 1980. Please note the normal definition of debris is parts, fragments etc

which are not the main body of the satellite.

25 December 1980 Explorer37 Tank

25 December 1980 Cosmos 899 Tank

26 December 1980 Cosmos 749 Tank

26 December 1980 Landsat 2 Fragment

26 December 1980 Landsat 2 Fragment

27 December 1980 = Ekran 6 Tank

28 December 1980 = Ekran 6 Fragment

30 December 1980 Transtage6 Fragment

30 December 1980 Cosmos 1174 Fragment

30 December 1980 Cosmos 1236 Tank

30 December 1980 Cosmos 1227 Fragment



Records of single pieces of unknown debris in the 1980s were only kept for a few weeks and

therefore no longer exist. Records of “debris clouds” (from a satellite break-up) do survive, but a

search of these records shows no such occurrences during the period of your request.

Request 4

Please find enclosed copies of the Form F540 Operational Record Book for RAF Neatishead for

December 1980 to January 1981 as requested.

Request 5

Please find enclosed copies of the Form F540 Operational Record Book for RAF Watton for

December 1980 to January 1981 as requested.

Request 6

With regard to your request for the Form F540 Operational Record Book for RAF Bawdsey for

December 1980 to January 1981, I can confirm that no Form F540 were completed for RAF

Bawdsey at the time. The only resident unit was a single flight of No.85 Squadron operating

Bloodhound surface to air missiles. The Form F540 for this unit contains no mention of the sub-

unit operating from RAF Bawdsey, other than to mention that the unit Commander made a routine

visit to the unit during January 1981. A copy of the relevant F540 is enclosed for your

information.

Request 7

Was answered in my e-mail of 25 August 2005.

[hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to

complain about any aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the

undersigned in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an

internal review by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main

Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the

Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.

Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD

internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the

Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website,

http://www. informationcommissioner,gov.uk.

Yours sincerely,
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LOOSE MINUTE DAS

TOON, cscsessseceserssenssere
D/AHB(RAF)5/30 ~ 2 SEP 2005

30 Aug 05 PRE

DAS — FO!

FOILREQUEST FOR F540s FOR RAF NEATISHEAD:; RAF WATTON AND

RAF BAWDSEY Dec 80 — Jan 81

1. Please find enclosed photocopies of the Form 540 Operational Record

Books for RAF Neatishead and RAF Watton for December 1980 and

January 1981. The MoD reco viewers have examined these

documents and have downgra them to unclassified.

2. The RFI also requested copies of Form 540s for RAF Bawdsey and/or

units operating from there for the same period. __| can confirm that no

Form 540s were completed for RAF Bawdsey at that time. The only

resident unit was a single flight of No 85 Squadron operating Bloodhound

surface to air missiles. The Form 540 for this unit contains no mention of

the sub-unit operating from Bawdsey, other than to mention that the unit

commander made a routine visit to the unit.

Signed:

Head of AHB(RAF)

BPU6/266 7828BP



a @ ®we e DECLASSIFIED A ° e
N1357 9103105/ 058986. 35,000 6/79 KP3601 “SECURITY CLASSIFICATION...se _CONFLDENTLAL weve RAF FORM 540 °

OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK OF (Unit or Formation)...

FOR PERIOD. PECEMBER 1980 PAGE No, eA.
GR TST Se 91389 and A soa Command OF me PACS

PLACE pate | ocaL SUMMARY OF EVENTS | MAND FILES |

a —.. kL Le iewercise AMMING YISt, held on the 4 Dec, wau = synthetic exercise involvi

ee ww L... |. Wheleof the Operations Wing at WAP Neatishead, ond for the firet time the©

_ oe _. || trainer at & Sqn RAP Lossiemouth was used for the CROSS~-TELL of ayn. thetic trackhe ty 2 |

a _ 8 . | the Station, There was no live flying exercise programies _ _ on

we Lo a 22 Wxerelse STEADY PROGREGS oceurred on 31 Dee, and imvolved RAF Neatishead ‘as | _

ee | | _communications exercise duringwhich the Station provided_a_ two hour CROSS Wor whth .

{

eek — —. | BRUNS KORTRUABRe __ _— we _ — _

Woe _ | tL Bs RAF Neatisheadparticipatedin theHAF Collishall MINI-ADEX on 17 Bee Wy 7 oe

ae fo __| two controllers to Weybourne to provide control. for the Jaguar aircrafton Go. ! ne

ee _ - 4. _ The minar exercise programie for Tec 80 was ag follows: oe 7 oe

oe | _ — 6B eo | - Mosquite, _ 7 7 _. _ | ee
{

ee ee be Dee ~ Mosquito. So ee

So Pte id Dee - Mosquito. _ _ PO

ee ee dy Ae Dee = Mosquite. - ee ee

ooo | | Be Exercise Profit_was carried out on 2 ee

month's total.

; SECURITY CLISSCATION PAS
e PET & fae



PAGE NO...

OF... /_ PAGES

on

Oi:
AMPLES

tally in comparison to last month,

_ A further 574 synthetic interceptions were carried out of which 113 were suporgovic.

These figures show an increase in the live telly and a decreasein the synthe vic

PLACE DATE | LOCAL SUMMARY OF EVENTS REF

es __| Ga On the afternoon of 9 Dee a 23 (8) Sqn Phantom, engaged in a PI sortie wider OUP) _

ee _ |_| Neatishead control, disappeared from the radar piciuree Jt was then established thay __ _

oe ok the erew had ejected inte the sea. 4 Seaking f copter from 202 Sqn RAP Coleiaha _

_ _| located the two crewmen approximately 35 minutes Jeter, and bappily both men “ed _

__ oo 7 survived and were flown to hospital. _ . oe

_ _ SQRA (1) _. oo fo

_oL | | ve There were no SYA (T) live or practice scrambles this month. Le

we | | NG _— _ -

ee ee _j| &. 753 live intereeptions were carried out thia month, of which 37 were s _

The total, running time for synthetic exerciscs

during December was & hours 40 minutes.

De ‘hree C of Q LCHs (OC SAM) were awarded thie month to Sqn Ldr Sharpe, ¥

Jones and Flt Lt Tnce-Jones. One LOR CLC) was awarded to Flt Lt Van Geene.

10. Sqn Ldr Sharpe and Flt Lt Colwill attended a meeting at UQSTC, on 1O-1LL Joc, to

discuss the integration of the Royal. Naval. aseeta into the Air Defence syste.

Fit It Trevett, Pit Lt Jones, We Off Porrow and fe OFF Angus visited the

Aggrossors at USA! Aleonbury, on 15-19 Dee, for the Tactical Mluid Control OCLCe

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION ...LON!TDENTTAS,
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N1357 9103105 /0589862 35,000 6/79 KP3601 SECURITY CLASSIFICATION— RAF FORM 540

OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK OF (Unit or Formation)...

FOR PERIOD BECHER 3980 PAGE NO, 2.
lestruconsor ute of the torn are contained v9 comping orricer,. U4" OFF BF BEB oft... PAGES

PLACE DATEL | LOCAL SUMMARY OF EVENTS REF No ties

ee po FUGINRERING _ 8 ee

a ee _i2._Radar.. The trigger system 16966 was brought jute service during the mon — wo

_provid trigger distribution to all services

No finn conclualons wereofferedby SHI, but they are to return in tho licw

| Year for further inveatigotions. The firet AA4 Me? comms fit was completed doco i

1 _ | Recember and thie radar_is now completely autonenous end available for deploy ict.

ADMLNESTRATLON

V+. The following visite werewade to HAP Uealighead during December:

a. lO members of the Thorpe 34 Andrew Rotary Club visited the Station oa,

9 Dec for a goneral interest brief on the role of RAF Neatishead and to

the operational, facilities.

b- 3 students of No 6h FC CoureeRAF West Raynham, together with one

instructor, visited the Unit on 15 Dee to be briefedon the role of an oo

_and to view the R30 facilities with particular emphasis on SAM operatioug._
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LOCAL

TIME
SUMMARY OF EVENTS

ines
FILES.

PERSONNEL

td) 1S. Personnel, movements for December were ag follows: _ ee _

ee ee Officers _ _. oe a

ee Posted In Posted Out Detached Attached Released ee _

Se _ 4 _ WL NIL NIL - ee

Airmen/ AiLrwomen, a _ 8 | a .

bested lo Posted Out Detached Atteched Discharged oe

- 9. Go, 1 NIL L
- 5 neeee oo

®
tc

w

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION .ONe
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PAGE NO, _ 22

6

1

Gacteysins,oy gee of thug Foam are contained n COMPILING oFFICER,.PG JET YJM ANGUS OF, — PAGES

PLACE pare | ocaL SUMMARY OF EVENTS REFAND FILES

ae | EONS we . _ ee ee

ee : | de January proved to be a relatively busy month for RAM Neatisheadand a healing | 0

oe i} ff antroduction_to 1981. Fxereise Steady Progress brought in the New Year on fh | es

a ___ |__| December and_was_quickly followed by Fxercise Mallet Blow from_l?-]~16 January. 1) eee

_ ee foo. available Phantoms from Wattisham and Voringaby participated in this exercisc yy | |

wee er _ flying as airbornetargets in Boulmerairspace. RAV Neatisheadwas purely deseelrod oe

_ oo _ L.....| through the consequent lose of it's flying progremne. oo oe oe

oe _ _ - | 20 RAF Coltishall initiateda low level ADEX m. 6 January and RAF Neatisherc 0} oo
|

_ _provided CAP control, courtesy of Weybourne Rader. — oe

RAF Marham initiated a mink ADTA on 8 January and this waa followed Later on

_inu the month by their Mineval on a6 danuary» Neatishead was directly involved in

__. _| both exercises. oe - : oe

4, RAF Neatishead book part in a navel communications exercise with HLMNS

__| din a2 hour cross-tell_on 19 January. oe Le oe

| with sorties being flown on 46, 7, 9, 14, 1%, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23 and 26 dsnuarm. of

be The minor exercise programme 4for January was as follows

SECURITY CLASSHAGATION f“CAS SIFIED — ce
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PLACE DATE Local SUMMARY OF EVENTS REF TOANNEXES

_ ook a _ ae 7 den “ Mosquito. 7 oe eee

a 7 be 9 Sem Mosquito. ee 7

. | c. i dun Mosuuite (x2). oe oe ae

d. 16 Jan ~ ___ Mosquito. oe _ _ _

_ _ e. 21 Jan - Mos yuiio. ee ee

_ Fe 22 Sai + Coffee IG, a ee

_ oo. BS San - Mosquito. - ee Pe

4 — fb be ah dan CoP Pee "BI. ee — a _

oo a j- 28 Jan = Moarui Le. _ ee

_ jo Ke BU Weds ~ Mosquito. | 2

_ vs #inalty, held of 29 separate oceasious during the noow,-a- ~ —

. _| marked increase on the Profit total for December. — __ _ 7 _

| SeRA CU Sn ae _ 8 ee

oe Po | & There was 1 live seramble of the SUA (I) during Lhe month. 2 Phantoma 2-2 Ub - _

Sos successfully Santer“eepted and identified2 Bear Leilas north of the seeroon oi. i

January o

96 Binbrovk iaghtnings detached to Vali from 19-00 January for theirs Misi

Practiae Canp.

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION —COMEPTULNTTAD

Ps OECLASSIFIED
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PAGE NO, —22

ORNS Gna S138 and APSO Tene IP nO COMPILING OFFICER... LU OF of. 6 ___paces
PLACE DATE | LOCAL SUMMARY OF EVENTS RUF ND Riles

a _.. |. LL 0s There was 1 practiae Syka (1) seremble involving 1 Binbrook Lightaingar 7. oe

= Se ee BY ee a

ae a — | AL. 6 OM nterceptions wer @ vax onth, and aa further il ee

oe oe oe synthetic iinterespbiona were executed. There weve 4 synthetdAe exoraiaes dir he bRe fo

oe So | month, on 9, _16, and two on 2) January. otal GING running tine was> hour: es

a a A es

oe 7 | de | Be. No G of were awarded this month. oo . 7 ee

ow oo . an | 13. Finally, Neatishead wasgraced with thepresence of ADGEEB from L419 po __

oe ~~ to 4 _ The Unit roge like the phoenix from _the ashesand cveryone in Uporations|Wir: ek

ee | _ |. {| up to _sereteh iu the light ofevaluations 7 a ee
!

ao, | | | LA. Sgndr Shields formed _part of the Ta on the oceasion ofI oe

ee ee _ to Saxe Vord Crom 5-9 donuary. Fl Lb CW) Brackenbury paid several winite fy3 _ ee i ee
ek Wattishem duringthe month, on a fack finding exercise over mission briefings ee

ee _ ok _ squadron operations ip general. — eo ee _

oe _ _ DETACHMENTS ee oo _ ee .

od Se ELE Lt Bateman, Flt_Lt Jones an — __

SECURITY CLASSIFICA ION

beh:
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PLACE pare | htt Fer Tne

ee a Oo jo ee

. _that station's vontroller strength. cee j_

ENGENVERTING oo ee

oe 16. Radar. The Type 84 drive groupB wasreplacedby GRSC on RADFAULY act eae _

_MRGSI, investigated the possibility of using a digital noise counter toe setup bie oe |

_o _ signal procepsiupe_ . _. _

7 _ trigger system 1.6966; adjustment of trigger lining rectified the problem. bf. .¢ Se

oe . 7 Bet No i trinved during servicing of No 2 web on_2o Jan. An investivation bole Dede [oo

a 7 _|_problem is to be carried out during 6450, There were no major SLAW outagen - ne

— . [oi | the month. MUubt training contiimes. cee ee — _

. _| 2?- Comns. Vere were no sivniticant unscheduled comms outages during the _ ee | oe

ee | ALL defects were of a minor natureand were repaired at ist send 2nd Line. ee

- __. |____. | ADMINDST Ratton _ __ ; es
i

| . 18, ‘Ihe following visits were made to HAM Neatiszhesa during the month: _ A __

ee AL metibevs of the Wroxham Royal Sribish Lesion visited the Unit on se

_ Joerg. hey were obriered on the role of an SUC.

be NO LS IN Advanced Wartare Officers! Course visited the Unit on9 Gr. ee

_ tk \ to view Gpu and fue facilities. an oe

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION —_COUW1,
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FOR PERIOD , JANUARY 1982
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OF _. 6 —- PAGES
lnstructions tor use of this Form are contained m
QR 2137 and 2138; and AP 3042.

PLACE DATE LocaL REFTO ANNEXES

_— Go BUG oft ee ee

ion of the Supply Flight at RAE jo
a J nee on ee

es ee to earrdsed out by Fltlt AR Calg from UgeTC en el sanoeerye _ — ee

ef = Sttutevrs of Ho 68 ARIS courseEAP Shavbacy visited the Ur |

_ ae | |} danmary to view Sot_ SOE __ on 8

a | to 5Sim Sqn visited Bal Neabishead on 27 January for fe

ee ee ee 4 siga wae Flown al. half mast on b January lo show respect FOUL 1

ee es - wi. ng the death | of | The Priicess AlLGe. ok de

ee fe pe PLREORN EL _ ; 7 _ oe oe —_ ee

oe. _ es ee oe Personnel movements for January’ 1981. are as follows: _ a

oe oe ee __. Bostedda Posted Gut Tetached Attached Released Po

ne cee foe ot eS cS a
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f"t paGe NO. ©. °
mo, SECURITY cLassiniCathale:hen ltIFIED ; OF. _PAGES 6

PLACE DATE | LOCAL "SUMMARY OF EVENTS RAND PLES

- - Airmen/Airwomen _ oo. ee

. _ . Fosted Jn Posted Out _ Detached Attached Discharged eee

_ . — a Ll _.@ WEG 2. eo ee

7 el. RAY Neatishead experienced a complete Wing Conmander changeover during t aa

months fron September 1980 to January 1981,We Udr 2 oD Martin arrived in Seyucther oH a

_ | to assume command of Operations Wing following the retirement of We Cdr J Webb Gr. J eee

8. We Cdr Webb gave 0 years of sterling service to_the RAF, as a sienaller and 3. eee -

_ oo . _controller. te will be wissed by all who knew him during his Gervice years. oo ~ dr | oe

ee | |) Kd Peberdy was posted Lo MOD on promotion and award of nia OBS in December. oc vas ee _

_. | _Bucceeded by We Cdr M Grigson who has just returned to the RAY following a stink in _ a

_ . |}... |_eivilien employment. Finally, WeCdr N Greenhalgh left Neatishead in Januay oo: nen

. posting to AFOUL in Naples. Iie post will be filled in February by We Cdy { With}

_ fo those who have Lett. Neatishead, the Station extends it's best wishes foro — . [0. -.

oe - | successful futures and to those arrivingwe offer cur warmest weleome _

_ — oe _ 7 as: “i HOB) Nn
“ Gp Gapt

ae ee £0 _ oe ee

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION ..

ay e. r)
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N499 8308753 /0337610 25,000 10/78 KP3601 SECURITY CLASSIFICATION.. RESTRICTED ow RAF FORM 540 -

OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK OF (Unit or Formation). HASTERN RADAR RAF SfAMTON|

FOR PERIOD DRCHMBER 1980 PAGE NO. Low.

SRS) eS SBe Sd mB gag ae contained in COMPILING OFFICER SQM LOR PJ. qUSINTURRE| OF .. .: PAGES

PLACE DATE oct SUMMARY OF EVENTS REF AND FINES

BAR Watton . Officer Coumanding - Ying Commander T F Burke

OPERATIONS

|Air to Air Refuelling exercises took plice on the following occasions during the

ee . Refuelling \rea 6 Bight _ _

_ . _ = Refuelling Area 8 | Mighteen - _ _

Ghost Trail . : Twa

Hastern Radar assumed responsibility for part of Border Itadar's MRSA on the

eo 8 | .. following occasions during the month: ae

a OF | 2250 - 2300 7 . | 7

oe | 3 | 2340 - 2350 an | _

ne G6 _ 1600 - 1/36 _ _. — PO

re - 10 1034 - 1100 - i _ _

Ete ff 0950 - 1035 - oe 2

8 ee - ivan | 2220 ~ 2259 ee a oe _

a _ eo] 1950 = 2020 oo 7 _

SECURITY cass AqLO TESTRICTED
ECLASSIFIED|



PAGE NO, 2

i ae OF... —o

PLACE DATE bora SUMMARY OF EVENTS RE! AeANNEXES

The waster Radar Contingency Plan was invoked by the Unit on the following

occasions duriing the months

OT |. | 0735 = O744 RPURDS fail at #asterm Radar )

ee OL] |1057~ 1103 RPEROS fail at “astern Radar oe ee ee

i aan _ 3206 - 1208 — BPARDS feil at Hasterm Radar ; Pe

eee OO 1252 - 1257 RPERDS fail at wastern Radar 3 7 oe
a OTe 1400 - 1405 RPERDS fail at Hastern Radar Solid State OA? Modification 2

oe Otft | 1536~ 1541 RPGRDS fail at Hastern Radar ) "82 Radar Head (Marconi) _ es a

ne 7 | 2330 - 2338 RPRRDS fail at ustern Radar 7 ___24 Mov = G Dec - Pe se

__ 02 : | 0943 ~ 0948 RPERDS fail at astern Radar a _ _— _. ee

Oe [. |7934- 1047 PRRDS failat “astern Radar 7 _ _ - .
ee ©) L 2018 ~ 2032 RPERDS fail at Hastern Radar } oe 7 _ -_ oo

ee 04 2330 - 2334 EPURDS fail ab Hastern Radar _ ee

eee ©> | 1405 - 41413 RPSRDS fail at Hastern Radar 3 _
an Off |0434 - 0442 RPERDS fail at Tastern Radar ; _

nn | 18i | 2318- 2347 RPBRDS fail ot fastern Radar 182 on Daily Routine Maintenance. Lo
| Monthly Totals of Hond13. ngs, Services Given and Refusals of service

ee _ | Militery Aireraft in Upper Airsspace” OO 319 : :

ary Atreraftinin Middle/Lower Airspace 3457

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION |. RUSTRICTED
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SECURITY CLASSIFICATION...

“ASTER | Ra YAR RAP

@® @ OECLASSIFIED
EES! ERI CTED

RAF FORM S40

TAT TON

FOR PERIOD,Dil PAGE NO... 9...
peteggg ot tp tpagaae contamed m : COMPILING OFFICER oF... PAGES

PLACE DATE | LOCAL SUMMARY OF EVENTS REFAND tiles

- _ 7 Jivil Aireratt 789

oe ee he a Airways Crossing Services Given 26

oe re Refusals of Service 2

oe Jj. _} __|_CAC Services given to Stations allocated wider SOPss

oe 7 _ TON COUTTSEALL NADTISIAM HONTHGTON MI DDINE ALL LAKENH HATER BENTUATERS

re _ 316 143 208 98 888 4240 629 pe

ee ; WOODBRENGH ALCONBURY — WWEIBNGRLELD STP GRING oe

— — a 7 337 847 NIL 30 ae Pe

ae CAC Services given to Staations other than those above: 86 _

a _ ADMINTOURATT OW - _

{03 Mr Seeley, Mr Boswell, Mr Sunderland and ‘ry Barton of Marconi visi ted the Unit to 7

ee continue i ns tallation of Pulse Repetition Frequency Diseriminati on (PRD) Rquipment ;

a Od Flight Lieutenant Young from ARTS RAF Shawbuxry visited the Unit for Opera. biong

Famili arisation. ~ -_ ~

ee [oe | | Hauptmann Praeder Juersen and Ober. eutnant Matthes-Harald,_ Lwo German \ir Porce ok .

oe 7 _ | Officers from Lippe Radar made a iiaison visit to the Units they were given & | a

oo an presentation on the rele of Sastern Hadar and spent time on corsole observing

REGLRTOLED.

IFIED©
SECURITY ear

WEL,
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PLACE DATE LAL SUMMARY OF EVENTS REF TO ANNEXES

Avea Radar procedures.

15 Squadron Leader Quaintmere visited Stensted Air Traffic von trol to discuss future

use of RAF Wethersfield by the Usar.

16 Squadron Leader Quaintmere, Senior Supervisor, vis ited We MWATO _to discuss wi th

Wing Commander MeMichael, Ops 3, the new RAB Wat ton Station Defence Plan currently

in course of issue.

16 | Squadron leader Vorkuaster, Senior Operrations Officer, Mr Hesiington, Airwork

Managerand Mr» Pashley Airwork Chief Mngineer attended a meeting at Midland Radar

chaired by MOD on Mastern Radar's Improved laintainabi lity Programme.

17 - ADO Clark of Thetford Fire Service visited the Unitto discuss the possibility of

|holding a fire exercise with the Thetford fire Serviee in the Radar office area,

oe — 417/18 _ Ye Skelley from Plessey visited the Init for RPERDS|waluation. 8 oe

_ oo 48/419 __| Me Johnson, jr Arwstrong and Mr Quchanan from Plessey visited the Unit to carry —_

out RPERDS checks.

23 Captain Freeman and Captain Menden (USAF), txo Ageressor Pilots from RAF Alconbury

\ visited the Unit for Operations Vaniliarisation; they were given a presentrtion_

_on the role of

| Procedures.

Tra TT

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION.. _ CSTREGUED

@ @ PECLASSIFIED Oo eo -
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N499 8308753/ 0337610 25,000 10/78 KP4CO SECURITY CLASSIFICATION .RESTRI|

OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK OF (Unit or Formation) EASTERN RADAR RAF HATTON |

FOR PERIOD.DECKMBER, 1980.

@ “ 4

RAF FORM 540

PAGE NO. _ 3. o..

GREYS Sra FSB! et NSS Soares in COMPILING OFFICER SUN TOR PJ. QUATNIMERE or. © __. paces
PLACL | DATE toe SUMMARY OF EVENTS REF NO Fite

ee _ _ | officers ; 7 _
ao sings I a :
ao | AY | | hight Liewtenant George from Berlin (Basc) _ :

ee ne detachments —
a __| Slight Lieutenant Turnbull to Shetland Radar until 7 Mar &1 | —

a 0c ; _

_ 01 1 Sgt from RAP Bonington _ ;

Postings Out— —_

_ 08 _1 GAG to RAF Wildenrath ;

ee oe __ |. _. _ | Posted Strength as at 31 Dec 80

aes 7 L wo _ FS sor _ CPL Airmen _

ee re 40 4 2 5 18 7B ; a



SECURITY CLASSIFICA

.

PAGE NO._@

PLACE DATE LOCAL
TIME SUMMARY OF EVENTS

OF...8 ——%

REF TO ANNEXES
AND FILES.

RECENTCAT

_ ae ee Sgheduled Down Time Operational Base Timo | |

ee eee ee Type B20 _ 190.05 553550

re __| Remote Narrow Band (RPSRDS) Neat 30.55 ce _

— _ — oo Stax NIL - 744 200 Pe

—— ee fp Unscheduled. Vown me Operationas fe

a pt | Remote NarrowBand (RPURDS) Neat 05.29 __707 +36 _ —

_ . _ | 7 _ _. Stax _ NTL 744.00 _ ee ie oe

ee TF BURKE oe oe

co ee Wing Commander _

. a Otficer Comnanding oe —

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
RESTRICTRD:

DECLASSiF/ eo
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OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK OF (Unit or Formation) EASTERN RADAR, RAP WATTON

FOR PERIOD.. JANUAR!

RAF FORM 540

PAGE NO. 1...

Enetrustionsfor use of this Farm are contained in COMPILING OFFICER.,* LbE OP J OF... 1 a PAGES

PLACE DATE borat SUMMARY OF EVENTS REF ND Es

__ Rap WAIEPON Officer Comm:anding ~ Ving Com-ander T ¥ Burke

7 OP BEATIONS Se

— Air to Air Refvelling exercises Look plaace on the following oecasions during the oo

ee er ne | wont a ee en
oe _ _ Ghost frail One ee

ee es | Leopurd trad i ; Three ; 7 es

ae oe | Has tern Radar aassaned responsibility for part of order Radar's HRSA on the _ oe

oe | followings oevasions during Lhe month: 7 ; _ ok oe

ee 06 oe 0028 ~ 0313 a ; _ _ es

oo OT _ | 0006 -~ 0315 - _ _ — | ee

ee 4 0835 ~ 25 - oe 2

ee - 19 | 2057 ~ 21387 ee _ a _ a ee

en 1999 ~2015 ; oe oo

es 4 The Has lern Rad:ar Contingency Plaaul WLS invoked _by the Unit on the fo Llowing ee

an oo fe __ | occasions during the montht oe ee _

ee ik 4820 ~ 1625 - Type G2 Off the Air - Rewote unserviceable ee fo 7

a tt 1353 _- 1358 - ‘hype 82 Off the Air ~ Remote KPERDS Computer Reload 7

AGS]aD



. GECLAS SIFIED- PAGE NO, é
SECURITY CLASSIFICATION . RASURICTED oF...

PLACE DATE Local SUMMARY OF EVENTS REF TOANNEXES”

Cs Meorthly Totals of tanags, Services Given and nefusale of Service ed
es es ee Military Aircraft in Upper Airspace 30860 Pe _

__ oe Eo _|idlitary Aireraft in iddle/lower Airspace - 2646 _ ee

eo eivil direrart 0” 728 ee

oe rn ee |Airways CrossingServicesgiven 2 | a

ae - bo wit| Refusals of Service Se

_ . 7 - CAC Services given to Stations allocated under SOPs: 00 ee

: a 4 _ | ATOM COMET SHALL WATTT SHAN HONTNGTON AELDERVALG LAR SNURATH. ee

oo es ee ee 317. 12 86 654 ee

_ 7 _ NOOMBRIDGE &LOON BURY ; mi THERA T LD payre &BRIN G -

oe Loo} a 7 — _

es ee [CAC Services givento Stations other than those above: 94. _

_ ADMINTERRATION _ _ oo. _

_ 06 .

08,'09

visited the Unit for work on thie ‘lype 82 Rad ar Herd.

[Me P Patriék from

earthing. a

Set Spice, Bet. sewerby, Sgt Kidd and J,ft Ballsover from GES Cy RAP North Luaf fenham

Varconi made a _ technical visit to the Unit to carcy out Station

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION...
RBOTRT OOD

DECLASSIFIED® @
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OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK OF (Unit or Formation) HAGIVCRN RADAR, RAP YATTON

FOR PERIOD... SANITARY. 1984. PAGE NOW ~ 2...
GRIST aot 3135 aud BERTH ATe contamned in COMPILING OFFICER,S38), LDR, PL QUATNG RE OF PAGES

PLACE Date | ‘ocaL SUMMARY OF EVENTS REFties

_ 4 09 A meeting, chiived by Squadron Leader Cutler, Ops 20,I NATO was held of Wasberm | a

_ ot |kadar bo discuss RAP watkisham TACAN procedures; the following attended: _ es

ee a Lieutenant Colonel Shinn ~ RAP ‘ti Idenhall _ ee oe

ee d. Squadron Leader Ball ~ RAP “ddenhall ee

a rs oe Captain Little oT 7

ee oo Squadron Leader Grant Ty ete 7 __. a re ae oe

ne = et Squadron Lealer Yorknacter __7 #astern Radar, S Ops 0 _ es

ok PLL Squadronbeader Taylor. ~ RAY Wattishan _ .

ee Flight bieatenant Busch_ — RAP vattishae _ —{

a a Syuadron header Ciggel] ~_ RAF Honington _ _ oh

oo 4. {| Plight weutenant (W) Paterson ~ RAF Mont ee _ 8

oe i Ji. tL |_ BPhying Officer Whospson = RAP Honing ton __ _ | __

2 lie Aruotrong,Me Hicgins, Wr Buchman and ve Johnson from Plessey visited the Tiit | a

ee. Le _..—{___...._[ to carry out an RPWRDS investigetion, ae fo _
. ee a __| The Air OfFicer Commanding HQ NATO, Air Comscdore G VesBacon nade an inforual_ PO

visit to faster: Hodar.

ae

meiW

SECURITY CLASSIFIERTION =2 RES RI OTE

SED
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ne
PLACE DATE | bOehL SUMMARY OF EVENTS REF TO ANNEXES ~

_ 14 Captain Carver (O»APF) and 3 officers from SAF Lakenheath visited the Unit for

ee 2 7 Operations Py 3; they were given a presentation or the role ofr Gaston -

_ — ; takak and spent e@ on condole observing arex radar* procedures. oo

_ _— 16 _ Pr Bailey, Me Founcey end hr vYahendran from Merranti visited the Unit to observe fp

oe ee the ef ects of ulti Filter voving Target Indicator (TT) on ype 84 Radar (the fp

ft visit was co-ordinated wibh Ty “ATO).

a 24 Fo gt hi ou tenant Whi Gtuser + 7 visited t Unii Prom arto RA

" dua Li aris ation;One ratiions

Rader und spent time on console observing

they were giver 2 pressentation on the role of

@duceB.

-eg from RAP Atoonburyts

ered

Ageressor

the Unit for Op erat ms Wamiliarisation;

of iar mma spent time,Hasterd La on console

they e given 3 oresenta

observing area radcr

Lientenast Colorel

Lieutenant JightsColonel Wruons (Special 7

procediu

ot Operations Reale AFB),

Operations Officer) 7 Special

Flights pilots from RAL the Urit for QO -eratiors

the givenWere a presentation on the role

console obsservi nf area rudar procedures.

Cfficers' “ess by controllers from fas

oF ae Radar and spent

they Ere later ente

tern Ralar.

inibions

fSECURITYreasrcm i



—

@ @ @ECSLASSSiPI
499 8308753 0337610 25 000 10,78 kes6o1 = SECURITY CLASSIFICATION...u& SERECIES D RAF FORM 540 -

OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK OF (Unit or Formation) BASTHENTADAR,

FOR PERIOD JANUARY 1984 PAGE NO..
Instructions for use of this Form are contained in
QR 2137 and 2138; and AP 3040. COMPILING OFFICER, 5 OF aE cee PAGES

PLACE DA LOCALTE oie SUMMARY OF EVENTS REF Nb Piles

| 27 We Wellsteed from jarconi visited the Unit to discuss with tr leonard (astern

Nader's tarcoul representative) faster. Sadar's Improved Waiotais ability Programme.

28 Wing Cormander ‘yee, Squadron leader Snelling, Plight Lieutenant Giles end Set4 Nees ’ en &

Hayward fromGSO RAF Howth 1Lat Senhan visited the Unit to check prorress on the

Type G2 ar head nainbenance.

29 Mr Seeley, Mr Crowther, Mr Gamaon, Ir Stripple, we Brown and WrDodson from

lacconi visited theUnit for hasbers Radar's Tinproved +aintainabiliby Programe,

30 | Iieutenant Colonel [aber and 15 34 rerew Prom 49 5th Tac tical Miehler Squeadron,

RAP be enheath visited the Unit for Operations ami liarisation; the were #hgen1 pe 3 v

2 presentation on the tole of .astern Radar and spent time on console observing

ncea padar procedures. They were later entertained in the Officers!’ Mesa by

_ controllers from viastern Radar.

Ain Jixpecience Mlishts

ce _.. _[{._The following persormel sade »ir Mxperience Flights in BC 135 aizeralt during the

oe en es wonth:

O7 S4C Benson, GACWildyvan, SAC cheeler.

SECURITY ato AS SIE ween ee
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a
vienePA

PLACE DATE Lock REF TOANNEXES ”

PESRSOUNEL

Officers:

Postings Out

O54 Plight Lieutenant Rd S Strachan to an ‘oo( BLL) Rae vest Drayton

05 ight lieutenant CD Hill -ADP Course at TATCC Qa)

19 — 3 Flight Lieutenant N A Gregory ~ ADP Course at LATCG (wil)

05 7 x GAC to RAF wildearath

05 1 x SAC to RAP bres twick (exchange posting

_ 20 1 x SAC to HAP Vattishan (on promotion to Corporal)

- _ 05 ox SAC from RAP Taiton

_ 05 1 x SAC from RAP res twick (exchange posting)

qe SAC to RA Bicester for Tur Pao jectior ists course
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osstabi ishwent amlSirength as at 31 Jan 81 7
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4 2 5 7 Se ;

: - 5 (0 36 173.24 _

Remote Narcow Band (RPERIS) Neat NTL ‘4Me OO re _

Stage Ni u 744.00 a

Unscheduled Down Operational. ae

01025 174659 oe

Neat _ 03.5 TAO.93 oe
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‘ PAGE NO. ew seFOR PERIOD... TANUARY, 1981 ais um p we wan; ,
RSH anal 3158s Soda Soane® Oneemed COMPILING OFFicer . FURUP PG veces OF..." .. PAGES

LOCALPLACE pate | Local SUMMARY OF EVENTS REF AND ites>

_RAF WEST RAYNIAM [1987 _| | ds Operations. With the start of a new year the Squadron fervently looks forward

to a marked improvementin the number of live air exercises - a facet of squadron

trainingthat suffered badly in the latter hall of 1980as a result of HMG'ts

Financial moratorium, In fact there is reasonto expecta resumptionof low-level |

ce es es and PCPsortiesbyNo 100 Squadron in February. The progvemmed task for January wast |.

ee __Mosquito ICOM Meercises —_ Ao _ oe

{Plown by No 360 Son)_

a ns eee _) ae._lueto bad weather in the form of persistent mist aud foe only two of these [0

ECM exercises were flown, The poor weather_al.so led to_a_veduction inthe number of

ee on oe J ‘opporianity-bapis' atkacks, Theseeomprised: ee fe _

ee ‘4 albacksby Buceaneara - a . ee

oe ne nn . > attacks by. Ganberras . ee a a

oe wf ee ep a ck by Harrier oo _ - _ a _

_ —_ _ - . “attacks byJaguars eo _ —_ ——

a LW Wkattacksby Voleana . _ . _ _

-— = 28 = a soe oe ae a i a ——

6 JAN G4 Be _ the Stamford Training Area was not available theee in the form of 7



or. 2 PAGES

PLACE DATE Local SUMMARY OF EVENTS REF TOANNEXES -

RAF WEST RAYNHAM 1981 th Field Force, Colchester, requested and were granted permissionto erect__ en

ed inflatable dummy WP vehicles on West Raynham airfield, Their purpose was to serve_as| -bargets———___

ee _ —\ id foe RAP Coltishall's Jaguarsin a Forward Air Controller exercise, Athacks were _

en _Imounted throughout the day and provided excellent realistic targets for 'A' Flight's| _

oe oo Sections. It is. hoped that this tyne of exercise will be repeated. _ — .

Le 8/9 SAH 4, Squndron Minevals. The first exercise began at ©4100 hours. It proved to bea |o oo

oe _ .._| good, well-planned exercise which was given extra zest by the declaration of a __ nn

oe en _| veal, ‘no-duff' Bikini State Amber_as a result of the bomb outrage at RAF Uxbridge, _ ee

_ oe . Index occurred 091612%._ oo _o. ne

a _ _}22 JAN Se A further Squadron Mineval was initiated at 0903 hrs. here were fifty- oe

ce ee pf LL. |_ simulated firings before endex at16112._ lee i ee

a }29_JAN 6, Ewercise ‘Hlaging Skies,' The Station Commander called this generation. exercise: ce _

ne ee at_0810 hours, There was_an excellent response Irom the sections with all. peven_| oe oe

a |. | reaching the desired state inside twenty mimites.2. 2

a 5 JAN 7. __ Bloodhound School. No 65 Engagement Controllers Course assembledand comprised: |

nn Fe Off PN Bradshaw 2 __ _ _ fC _ ee

ee fe pL OPE DS! Wie fC . oe on

ce ep BtEW Barton _ ASO - we - a

oe . Set J BA Simpson 2 ASOR — 4

ae
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FOR PERIOD. JANUARY 1989 _ PAGE NO. 7.
SeST res 81 SeeSEARS[ame are contained in COMPILING OFFICER. EOE UEP G WHALE. OF. fk... PAGES

PLACE DATE LOCAL SUMMARY OF EVENTS REF TOSANNEXES

RAF WEST RAYNIIAM 1981 8. Engineering. The Engineering Report is at Annex A,

| 9e Administration. Sat PJ West SNCO IG Ops Room was detached for the period —

6 Jan ~ 6 Mar to attend the BMEWS CourseBe at RAF ByLingdales.

G JAN 104 Visits. The Squadron Commander attended the farewell Dining-Out Night of

AVM P A Latham, AOC 11 Group, marking his retirement from the RAF, ;

19 & 2 JAN 11, The Squadron Commander paid routine visits to RAF North Coates and RAF Bawdsey

20/21 dan 42, Plt Lt BR Powis (Squ Trg Off) went on a routine training visit to 'B' Flt.

27/28 SAN 1456 A party of 33 Offi. cers and seven SNCUs from 85 Sqn made a familiarisation and

training visit to SOC Neatishead and RAF Coltishall.

; 2? JAN be _ Fit it BR Powis went to 11 Gp for all iW Px riniug meetings

15 JAN 15.4 Visitors. Representatives of 'B' and 'C! Flights attended a Squadron

|... |. Standardization Meetingheld in the Station Conference Room,

15 JAN 7 16. We Cdr Thornton, We ©‘dv Ops, HQ 14 Gp, ACCOM PE anh ed by Sqn Lar R Johnston, made

ee ee an initial visit to the Squadron.

2a TAN 17. The following Research Branch personnel vi ited 85 Sqn during the Mineval:

Flt Lt J Barker

Flt It G JE Smith and Miss C H Utting

Co| >

CONPLDENTLAL «
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. LOCAL REF TO ANI ES +PLACE DATE LOCAL SUMMARY OF EVENTS “10 Ss

RAP WES'T RAYNHAM. [1981 __ Squadron executives attended the Flight Commander's Meeting.

St tion Commander 's5_ Remarks. With the squadron Part 2 Taceval scheduled for
TAN J

mid-February, wnch of January was devoted to training and preparing for that event.
- a

Tt was evident from the first Mineval that some "rust" had appeared becanse of

inability to practise in late November and early December and a Jong stand- down

over Christmas and New Year. However, the performance wae much better in the

: ond practice and a very good result indeed was achiwed in the missile section

generation exercise "Blaging Skies",

20. The Squadron normal training suffered very badly in Jamuery because of weather

selling half the ECM sorties and there being no silent Canberra sorties al all,

_ Ming Conmander

Officer Camanding

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION - _GONPIDENLTAL
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From steve payne [steve.payne @nsdc.info.

Sent: 25 August 2005 09:15
To: DAS-UFO-Office QS xk 2oaS
Subject: Re: Fol request

Dear

Thank you for the update regarding your searches on my behalf. I appreciate that my

request involves varied sources of information, and that this will, as a result, delay

any meaningful response. I look forward to reviewing any information you can supply

and I would like to thank you again for your efforts.

>>> "DAS-UFO-Office" <DAS-UFO-Office@mod.uk> 24/08/2005 15:37 >>>

Dear
a)

I apologise for not contacting you sooner regarding your Freedom of Information

request. As your request consists of seven parts which span several different areas of

the MOD and regard information already 25 years old, it is taking rather longer than I

would have liked to compile a substantive response. However, I am able to give you an

answer about some of your requests and an update on the others.

Request 1.

The MOD no longer holds information on the alert state in force at RAF Stations made

available to the US Visiting Force during 25-30 December 1980.

Request 2

We are making further enquiries regarding this request and will write to you again.

Request 3.

We are making further enquiries with RAF Fylingdales, but they have already confirmed

that their records show that there was no unusual activity of any kind that day and

nothing that could be tied in to any potential UFO sighting.

Requests 4-6.

The Operational Records Books for these areas are currently being reviewed for

potential release to The National Archives.

Staff from the Air Historical Branch have agreed to examine them for anything relevant

to your request. I will write to you again regarding this.

Request 7.

The MOD no longer holds this information as the records were destroyed several years

ago in accordance with normal MOD records management

policies.



I hope this is helpful. I will write to you again as soon as possible regarding the

oat e”° information you have requested. In the meantime, I appreciate your

pati

Ministry of Defence

Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information

Level 5, Zone H, |

Main Building

Whitehall

London

SwW1A 2HB

E:mail: DAS-UFO-Office

wrore Original Message-~----

From: (mailto : oa
Sent: 2005 09:16

To: DAS-UFO-Office

Subject: FoI request

Dear Sir/Madam

I am writing to follow up a request I made to the MoD under the Freedom of Information

Act, dated 24 June 2005 (your AIT ref 29-06-2005-141253-011).

My request was for copies of information received by the MoD relating to satellite

debris re-entries in December 1980, and for various other information including copies

of Operations Record Books for three RAF stations and a report on an exercise at RAF

Bentwaters in 1989.

I have not so far received an acknowledgement that my request has been received and I

understand that under the FOIA I should have received one within 25 days.

As my request was registered with MoD on 29 June I would expect a response from you

over two weeks ago. Please could you provide me with an acknowledgement and an update

on progress with my requests and an estimate date when I will receive the material

requested.



Yours Faithfully

unfien

BARRE aA AE EA Ea RE aE aE aE EB EEE EE BR RR BE

BREE HERE HEHE

Note:

This message is for the named person's use only. It may contain confidential,

proprietary or legally privileged information. No confidentiality or privilege

is waived or lost by any mistransmission. If you receive this message in error,

please immediately delete it and all copies of it from your system, destroy any

hard copies of it and notify the sender. You must not, directly or indirectly,

use, disclose, distribute, print, or copy any part of this message if you are not

the intended recipient. Newark & Sherwood District Council and any of its subsidiaries

each reserve the right to monitor all e-mail communications through its networks.

Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, except where

the message states otherwise and the sender is authorized to state them to be the

views of any such entity.

Thank You.
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This e-mail message has been scanned for Viruses and Content and cleared

by NetIQ MailMarshal
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Note:

This message is for the named person's use only. It may contain confidential,

proprietary or legally privileged information. No confidentiality or privilege is

waived or lost by any mistransmission. If you receive this message in error, please

immediately delete it and all copies of it from your system, destroy any hard copies

of it and notify the sender. You must not, directly or indirectly, use, disclose,

distribute, print, or copy any part of this message if you are not the intended

recipient. Newark & Sherwood District Council and any of its subsidiaries each reserve

the right to monitor all e-mail communications through its networks.



Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, except where
the message states otherwise and the sender is authorized to state them to be the
views of any such entity.
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Qazi:
I apologise for not contacting you sooner regarding your Freedom of

Information request. As your request consists of seven parts which span

several different areas of the MOD and regard information already 25 years

old, it is taking rather longer than I would have liked to compile a

substantive response. However, I am able to give you an answer about some of

your requests and an update on the others.

Request 1.

The MOD no longer holds information on the alert state in force at RAF

Stations made available to the US Visiting Force during 25-30 December 1980.

Request 2

We are making further enquiries regarding this request and will write to you

again.

Request 3.

We are making further enquiries with RAF Fylingdales, but they have already

confirmed that their records show that there was no unusual activity of any

kind that day and nothing that could be tied in to any potential UFO

sighting.

Requests 4-6.

The Operational Records Books for these areas are currently being reviewed

for potential release ta The National Archives.

Staff from the Air Historical Branch have agreed to examine them for

anything relevant to your request. I will write to you again regarding this.

Request 7.

The MOD no longer holds this information as the records were destroyed

several years ago in accordance with normal MOD records management policies.

I hope this is helpful. I will write to you again as soon as possible

regarding the outstanding information you have requested. In the meantime, I

appreciate your patience.

Ministry of Defence

Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information

Level 5, Zone H, |

Main Building

Whitehall

London

SW1A 2HB

E:mail: DAS-UFO-Office

aye Augurt 2008

StatedOriginal Message-----

From: (rat

Sent: 2005 09:1

To: DAS-UFO-Office

Subject: Fol request

Dear Sir/Madam



eo writing to follow up a request I made to the MoD under the Freedom of
formation Act, dated 24 June 2005 (your AIT ref 29-06-2005-141253-011).

My request was for copies of information received by the MoD relating to

satellite debris re-entries in December 1980, and for various other

information including copies of Operations Record Books for three RAF

stations and a report on an exercise at RAF Bentwaters in 1989.

I have not so far received an acknowledgement that my request has been

received and I understand that under the FOIA I should have received one

within 25 days.

As my request was registered with MoD on 29 June I would expect a response

from you over two weeks ago. Please could you provide me with an

acknowledgement and an update on progress with my requests and an estimate

date when I will receive the material requested.

Yours Faithfully

HRA ERAER HERA AE EHR AE A AEH EAH EE aE aE EA EE HEE aE ER EAE EH EH EH RE EER

HRREREERE

Note:

This message is for the named person's use only. It may contain

confidential,

proprietary or legally privileged information. No confidentiality or

privilege

is waived or lost by any mistransmission. If you receive this message in

error,

please immediately delete it and all copies of it from your system, destroy

any

hard copies of it and notify the sender. You must not, directly or

indirectly,

use, disclose, distribute, print, or copy any part of this message if you

are not

the intended recipient. Newark & Sherwood District Council and any of its

subsidiaries

each reserve the right to monitor all e-mail communications through its

networks.

Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender,

except where

the message states otherwise and the sender is authorized to state them to

be the

views of any such entity.

Thank You.
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This e-mail message has been scanned for Viruses and Content and cleared

by NetIQ MailMarshal
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From: [Wo car

Sent: 02 September 2005 09:20

>:
Subject: FW: Internet-authorised: Satellite debris - FOIA

The first of 2 e-mails back from Fylingdales.....

SO1 Airspace Integrity

DCT&UK O

From: FYL Ops-OC

Sent: 31 August 2005 15:57

To: Wg Cdr
Subject: Internet-authorised: Satellite debris - FOIA,

| attach below the reply from a: the question of whether we tracked debris in the given period.'

Gentlemen

This query is a little vague. We do, of course, detect orbiting satellite debris every minute of the day (and did
back in the 80's). However, the system almost always know the identity of each object detected.

Maybe the question was one of these:

1. Did we track any “unknown” debris? Unfortunately, records of detections of single pieces of unknown
Gebris in the 80's were only kept for a few weeks. Records of "debris clouds", e.g. from a satellite break-up
were kept in the Spacetrack Day Log but a search of the retevant log book shows no such occurrences during
the relevant period.

2. Did any debris decay during this period? The normal definition of debris is “non-payload". This is the
record of non-payload decays during this period.

or Hem loamdaal-

1827 65082DS Frag Transtage6 30Dec80

3146 68017 B Tank Explorer37 25Deca80
8010 75062 B Tank Cosmos 749 26Dec80
9002 75004CL Frag Landsat 2 26Dec8o
9005 75004CP Frag Landsat2 26Dec80
9884 77022 B Tank Cosmos 899 25Dec80
11771 80030 C Frag Cosmos 1174 30Dec80
12122 80104 B Tank Ekran6é 28Dec80
12123 80104 C Frag Ekran 6 27Dec80
12124 80105 B Tank Cosmos 1236 30Dec80
12129 80101 E Frag Cosmos 1227 30Dec80

Pree a ft
«

Serco Spacetrack Leader

04/10/2005
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@ ooo Original Message-----
From i Cdr
Sent: ugust 2005 14:25

Ta: FYL-Ops-OC

Subject: FW: Satellite debris - FOIA

Importance: High

Another FOIA request I’m afraid.

Grateful if you could let me know if Fyl detected any satellite debris in the timescales outlined.

Sorry to be a pain.

Thanks in anticipation.

D)

SOI Airspace Integrity

DCT&UK Ops

MB)

Inte! 7 mod.uk

Sent: Ug 05 09:33
To ea Wg Cdr
Subject: Satellite debris

Importance: High

As discussed, please could you ask RAF Fylingdales if they have any record in their logs of satellite

debris between 25" and 30'" December 1980. As the requester has specifically asked about “satellite
debris” please ask them to constrain their answer to this only.

Thanks

|

04/10/2005
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+ a

eee
From: a: Cdr

Sent: 13 July 2005 08:11

To:

Subject: FW: Freedom of Information Request

Importance: High

Fylingdates have checked ihe log and their response is below:

“Our Space Track Analysts have a logbook from that period but the entries do not show any unusual activity

of any kind and nothing that can be tied into any potential UFO sighting. The logbook cauld be photocopied

or sent down to MOD if required.”

Pll assume that this matter is closed unless | hear back from you.

SO1 Airspace Integrity

DCT&UK Ops

Fron ie
Sent: 08 July 2005 17:07

TT Wg Car ; AHB(RAF)&PCB(AIR)-2(RAF)1;ii
Su H im of Information Request

Importance: High

Dear All

| am co-ordinating a response to the attached Freedom of Information request. | would be grateful for your

inputs / advice as indicated. If your part of the request is likely to exceed the £600 limit, please let me know

with an indication of the amount of effort needed to compile the information.

Request 1. DAS-VF1 — Is this a matter for the US authorities or the MOD? If the MOD, would it be DAS-VF?

Request 3. CTandUKOps-Airspace Integrity — Please could you check with your contact at RAF

Fylingdales whether they have any relevant information.

Requests 4, 5 & 6. AHB(RAF) 2(RAF)1 — Please could you let me know whether you hold these Operation

Record Books and if so whether the relevant sections are releasable.

Request 7. DSC-NAR1b — Please see attached a copy of the Hansard entry for the PQ referred to in this

request. | believe the PQ would have been answered by your area. !f so could you provide an answer to this

request. if it was not your area, please could you let me know asap.

This request is due for reply by 25 July, so | would appreciate a response by COP 19" July.

—_
a,

13/07/2005
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fee
From: [Wo cor
Sent: 02 September 2005 09:21

ro
Subject: FW: inemetautnonsefo! Request on decay of COSMOS 749.

Please feel free to use ail the information provided.

= : irspace Integrity
O

From: FYL Ops-OC

Sent: 31 August 2005 15:54

To av Cai
Subject: Internet-authorised: FOI Request on decay of COSMOS 749.

| attach below the reply rom a. our Spacetrack Specialist. It shows that we were told by the SCC
that the decay had occurred c. As the message was received at or before 0800Z on the 26th, we

can then infer that the decay happened between 260001-0800Z Dec 1980. Hope this helps.

,

Possibly more info than you need here to meet the FO! request.

The Spacetrack log entry shows that the decay notification message was received from Space Control Centre

(SCC) before 08002 on 26 Dec 1980. The date of decay was given as 26 Dec 1980. However it should be

noted that in 1980 we did not expect or receive the same level of decay date/time assessment accuracy as

we have today. it would be reasonable to have a decay window for this decay between 25/1800Z and

26/0800Z.

Serco Spacetrack Leader

From: ig Cdr

Sent: ugust 2005 14:44

To: FYL-Ops-OC

Subject: FW: FOI Request

Importance: High

Grateful if you would answer yet another FOI question...

Thanks in anticipation.

SO1 Airspace Integrity

DCT&UK Ops

MB

Internet account:

04/10/2005
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See f
From:
Sent: 24 August 2005 14:31

te: Ieo i
Subject: FOI Request

Importance: High

As discussed, my FOI applicant has asked for the following;

Copies of any papers, reports or correspondence generated relating to reports of aerial phenomena

reported by the public, civil aircrew and MOD sources on the evening of 25 December 1980. My

request relates to the re-entry of the Russian Cosmos 749 rocket body shortly after 2100 on 25

December 1980. | understand this object was sighted by numerous civilians over SE England

including the crew of a civilian airliner and reported to RAF West Drayton on

25-26 December 1980.

Please could you find out from RAF Fylingdales if they have a record of the Russian Cosmos 749 re-entry on

this date. If not do they know when it re-entered?.

Thanks

30/08/2005



2 9-0-2005-141253-011

State of Play.

I sent Po e-mail on 24 August 2005 updating him on the progress of his
request. The current state of play is as follows:

Request 1. — Was answered in my e-mail of 24th August.

Request 2. - I have located, copied and prepared relevant sighting reports. I can find

no other papers on our files contemporary with these events. We are awaiting a

response from RAF Fylingdales (vialD as to whether they have any

relevant information.

Request 3. — We are awaiting a response from RAF Fylingdales (via

as to whether they have any relevant information.

Request 4-6 — AHB hold the F540 Operations Record Books and are examining them

for the relevant information. Es: an e-mail to one of his staff to ask them to
do this, then went on leave. Unfortunately he sent it to the wrong e-mail address, so

the person who was meant to do it, did not know about the request until Seb returned.

Request 7. — Was answered in my e-mail of 24" August.

30" August 2005
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|
From:
Sent: 30 August 2005 09:09

Subject: FW: UFO files

|

jis 4Bfer these four files:

D/DS8/75/2/1 G - this is missing - unless this file has recently turned-up

D/DS8/75/2/1 H, 75/2/5 A & B - should be with you, please pass them toh 40)

Thanks

Sent: ugust 2005 11:07

To:

Subject: ites

I need to look at the following files for an FOI request. As they cover 1980, would you please let me know if

they are with your reviewers?

D/DS$8/75/2/1 Part G - UFO Reports & Correspondence
D/DS8/75/2/1 Part H — UFO Reports & Correspondence

D/DS8/75/2/5 Part A- UFO Reports

D/DS8/75/2/5 Part B - UFO Reports

Thanks

a 0 D[pse/rsfrfr PEG — UFO Ke pontnc Cmeyporke
DIDSE/7Sh4( Pe H- Ute a

Di>ss/osf2/s PEA —UFO Keponte
rc 6 — UB

30/08/2005



© m0
| need to look at the following files for an FOI request. As they cover 1980, would you please

let me know if they are with your reviewers?

D/DS88/75/2/1 Part G - UFO Reports & Correspondence

D/DS8/75/2/1 Part H-— UFO Reports & Correspondence

D/DS8/75/2/5 Part A- UFO Reports

D/DS8/75/2/5 Part B - UFO Reports

Thanks

DAS-FOI

Qot Augenk OOS,
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Sent: 24 August 2005 14:31

To: Wo Ce
Subject: FOI Request

Importance: High

As discussed, my FOI applicant has asked for the following;

Copies of any papers, reports or correspondence generated relating to reports of aerial phenomena

reported by the public, civil aircrew and MOD sources on the evening of 25 December 1980. My

request relates to the re-entry of the Russian Cosmos 749 rocket body shortly after 2100 on 25
December 1980. | understand this object was sighted by numerous civilians over SE England

including the crew of a civilian airliner and reported to RAF West Drayton on
25-26 December 1980.

Please could you find out from RAF Fylingdales if they have a record of the Russian Cosmos 749 re-entry on
this date. If not do they know when it re-entered?.

Thanks

ae40

24/08/2005
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From: | clotreyed long ago:
Sent: 11 July 2005 13:31 fof 7[2068«

Ce: DSC-NAR1; DSC-NAR1a; DSC-NAR AD

Subject:I 29962005-141253-011

Ref: 29-06-2005-141253-011 lm RFI received 27 June 2005.

Following a check of our file holdings and a search through the archive file directory, we can confirm that

DS&C NAR do not hold the exercise report relating to Exercise Proper Watch.

Thank you for the notification of this RFI.

DSC-NAR1b

Ministry of Defence

Directorate of Safety & Claims - Nuclear Accident Response

MOD Main Buildin

Level 6, Zone C i)
Whitehall

London

SWI1A 2HB

Wo Cdr ; AHB(RAF)&PCB(AIR)-2(RAF)1;i
Subject: Freedom of Information Request

Importance: High

Dear All

| am co-ordinating a response to the attached Freedom of Information request. | would be grateful for your

inputs / advice as indicated. If your part of the request is likely to exceed the £600 limit, please let me know

with an indication of the amount of effort needed to compile the information.

Request 1. DAS-VF1 — Is this a matter for the US authorities or the MOD? If the MOD, would it be DAS-VF?

Request 3. CTandUKOps-Airspace Integrity - Please could you check with your contact at RAF

Fylingdales whether they have any relevant information.

Requests 4, 5 & 6. AHB(RAF) 2(RAF)1 — Please could you let me know whether you hold these Operation

Record Books and if so whether the relevant sections are releasable.

Request 7. DSC-NARtb — Please see attached a copy of the Hansard entry for the PQ referred to in this

12/07/2005
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est. | believe the PQ would have been answered by your area. If so could you provide an answer to this

@.s. lf it was not your area, please could you let me know asap.

This request is due for reply by 25 July, so | would appreciate a response by COP 19" July.

12/07/2005
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As discussed, | am coordinating a Freedom of information request which asks for a copy of a
report mentioned in the attached PQ which was answered in 1998.
}have sent the FOI request to DSC-NAR1b as we believe it might have been them, but if your
records go back that far, it would be useful if you could let me know who provided this answer.

lam grateful for any help you can provide.

ee
5-H

ST 200s



Dear Ait

| am co-ordinating a response to the attached Freedom of Information request. | would be

grateful for your inputs / advice as indicated. If your part of the request is likely to exceed the

£600 limit, please let me know with an indication of the amount of effort needed to compile the

information.

v4

_/Request 1. DAS-VF1 — Is this a matter for the US authorities or the MOD? If the MOD,

would it be DAS-VF?

Ffequest 3. CTandUKOps-Airspace Integrity — Please could you check with your contact at
RAF Fylingdales whether they have any relevant information.

1 Requests 4,5 &6. AHB(RAF) 2(RAF)1 — Please could you let me know whether you hold
these Operation Record Books and if so whether the relevant sections are releasable.

4/ Request 7, DSC-NAR1b — Please see attached a copy of the Hansard entry for the PQ
referred to in this request. | believe the PQ would have been answered by your area. If so

could you provide an answer to this request. lf it was not your area, please could you let me

know asap.

This request is due for reply by 25 July, so | would appreciate a response by COP 19" July.
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Sent: 30 June 2005 11:26

Subject: RE: AIT - Case to be placed

Thanks for a quick response, | have now asked the Navy to lead with input from JHC. As ever there is now

another one arrived that | need to run past you, UFO-related but goes wider. Grateful for a steer on who

should lead with this:

Title: | 29-06-2005-141253-011

Person_Title:

First_Name:

Surname:

Organisation:

Applicant_Type: private Individuals

Address_Line_1:

Address_Line_2:

Address_Line_3:

TownCity: NOTTINGHAM

Postcode: a 40

Country: United Kingdom

Email:

Telephone:

Fax:

Request_Details: HARD COPY LETTER dd 16/6, REC'D 27/6

This is a request under the FOI Act. Please use above address for correspondence.

Firstly I should make clear although my application relates to the period in which the

Rendlesham UFO incident occurred my request does not relate specifically to this incident per

se. I am aware the MOF file is available on the pub scheme on line but my request relates to

@ related occurrence not dealt with by the contents of this file.

My request is for copies of original docs and any corespondence generated by MOD or related

departments specific to the info listed below

1 Any info (documents papers logbooks) relating to the level of alert status in force at

01/07/2005



Page 2 of 4

a
@ ) { RAF/USAF tenated air bases in GB during 25- 30 Dec 1980

2 Copies of any papers, reports or correspondence generated relating to reports of aerial

pes . phenomina reported by the public, civ aircrew and MOD sources on the evening of 25/12/80.

My request es to the re entry of the Russian Cosmos 749 rocket body shortly after 2100

on 25/12/80. I understand this object was sighted by numerous civilans over SE England

including the crew of a civy airliner and reported to RAF West Drayton on 25/26.12.80.

reported to MOD/RAF by RAF Fylingdales or other MOD agencies between 25 / 30.

and Reporting Centre RAF Neatishead, Dec 80 & Jan 81.

Dec 80 & Jan 81.

80 & Jan 81.

and “testeD the procedures in place for responding to the crash of a US transport

carrying nuclear weapons" (Hansard 30 Jun 98 —— P| DSre-tohé) bh

Direckeroks of Slots Clowntm MWuacle ar

3 Copies of papers reports correspondence relating to satellite debris detected siighted or

12.80.

4 Copy of Op record book & any other surving logbooks for Sector Operation Centre/control

5 Copy of Ops Record Book & any other surviving logbooks for Eastern radar (RAF Watton)

6 Copy of Ops Record Book for RAF Bawdsey and/or units operating from RAF Bawdsey Dec

7 Copy of the report on Exercise Proper Watch which took place at RAF Bentwaters, May 89

afc

Case_Number: — 29-96-2005-141253-011 hewel 6 - 2e a
- we

Originator: on

User_Group: GxAITESTInfoAcc

Date_Received: 27/96/2005 Qsro
Date_Due: 25/07/2005

Status: Logged

Responder: GxAITESTinfoAcc

Sent: une 16:34

Subject: RE: - Case to be placed

Importance: High

Not for me | am pleased to say. The RAF co not fly Lynx helicopters (they are not Tri-Service rl
ident inbelieves). They are flown by both the RN and the Army. As he is particularly interested in the acci

2004 involving a Lynx from Yeovilton, | suggest you sell this to the Fleet FOI cell (Fleet DCS-FOI3

eerererter rere You might also want to send it to Land Command's FO! focal point as th
y Army Lynx crashes.

Hope this helps.

01/07/2005

Won 40
ey would
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Exercise Proper Watch

Mr. Matthew Taylor: To ask the Secretary of State for Defence what was the

scenario of the exercise, Proper Watch, in 1989; on what dates and where it took

place; if the United States Department of Defense took part; and if he will place a

copy of the results of the exercise in the Library. [46819]

Dr. Reid: Exercise Proper Watch took place at RAF Bentwaters in May 1989. The

exercise tested the procedures in place for responding to the crash of a US transport

aircraft carrying nuclear weapons. The United States response forces participated in

this exercise. A classified report on the exercise does exist, but for the reasons my

hon. Friend the Under-Secretary of State for Defence gave to the hon. Member on 31

July 1997, Official Report, column 470, and under Exemption 2 of the Code of

Practice of Access to Government Information, I am not prepared to release the

report.
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® Print Version

The RAF Fylingdales Mission

The missian of RAF FYLINGDALES is

to provide Missile Warning, Space Survelliance and Air Defence capabilities

to meet the operational requirements of UK, US and NATO Joint forces,

Missile Warning - reflects our primary strategic role to provide early warning of Ballistic Missile attack
against UK, US and NATO areas of interest.

Space Surveillance - reflects the key secondary role in providing satellite data in support of the Space Surveillance
Network

and our tertiary role to provide a Satellite Warning Service to UK forces.

Air Defence - records the capability provided to the Air Surveillance and Control System by the Remote
Radar Head at Staxton Wold

The mission statement does not suggest that we should strive to exce/ at the provision of these
capabilities - we take that for granted.

http://www.fylingdales.raf.r-mil.uk/live/Contract_Monitoring_Squadron/taf_fylingdal... 04/10/2005
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© Rendlesham Forest UFO - the rocket re-entry

THE ROCKET RE-ENTRY

At 21.07 on the evening of 1980 December 25 (i.e. a mere six hours before the supposed UFO

landing in Rendlesham Forest) the Russian Cosmos 749 rocket re-entered over north-west

Europe and was widely reported as a UFO. A report on this re-entry can be found in the Journal

of the British Astronomical Association (1981, vol, 91, page 561). It broke up during re-entry,

and the last fragment is thought to have burnt out somewhere east of Clacton. Any surviving

fragments would have fallen inte the North Sea, and hence have been unrecoverable. As far as I

am aware, no fragments from this re-entry were ever detected on radar, but it is possible that

the radar tapes were examine see if anything did get through and this may explain some of

the stories about radar check =t were later attributed to the Rendlesham Forest UFO.
In her 1998 book UFO Crash Landing?, Jenny Randles suggests that the NSA on Orford Ness had

fired an energy beam into space to “jam the electronics on the Soviet military satellite and

deflect its orbital path causing it to burn up in a controlled fashion”. She names the source of

this energy beam as a secret radar project cailed Cobra Mist. And in a subsequent book, The

UFOs That Never Were, she goes on to claim that the flightpath of the incoming debris altered

“as if something caused the trajectory to be deflected”. Exciting stuff, if true.

To assess the credibility of that idea requires some background information. Firstly, the object

that re-entered was not what most people would think of as a ‘real’ satellite. It was in fact the

upper stage of the carrier rocket that launched Cosmos 749 over five years earlier, in July 1975.

(It is usual for the top stage of a launch rocket to go into orbit with the satellite, and is a major

contributor to the amount of ‘junk’ in orbit). As such it was a dead, inert cylinder of metal, and

there would have been no way to command it down even if anyone had wanted to do so. What’s

more, the re-entry started 1,500 miles away over North Africa.

The real Cosmos 749 satellite had in fact re-entered three months earlier, in September 1980. It

was an electronic eavesdropping satellite but it was not the type of satellite designed to be

brought back to Earth, nor was it nuclear-powered. And the British Astronomical Association

research paper referenced in paragraph one makes it clear that Jenny’s claim that the incoming

object somehow changed course is simply wrong.

Now for some information about Cobra Mist. It was an over-the-horizon radar and as such was

designed to detect missiles coming from Russia and the eastern bloc over azimuths from 19.5°

to 110.5° clockwise from true north, whereas Cosmos 749 came in from the southwest. What

would have been needed here was not an over-the-horizon but an over-the-shoulder radar.

According to FOIA documents made available on

http://www.cufon.org/cufon/cobramst.htm

the radar never worked successfully. It was closed at the end of June 1973, over seven years

before the Rendlesham Forest UFO sighting, and the hardware dismantled. The closure was

publicly announced by the MoD that same month (not 1983, as Jenny has it on page 189 of UFO

Crash Landing).

Aithough the Cosmos 749 re-entry sparked a rash of UFO sightings that were reported on radio

that night and could well have put the airmen at RAF Woodbridge on “UFO alert”, there is no

evidence to suggest that tt had any other connection with the later events in Rendiesham Forest.

Content last updated: 2002 November 6

© lan Ridpath. All rights reserved

§ -

ys ,
Return to lan Ridpath’s UFO page

http://www.ianridpath.com/ufo/rendlesham6.htm 30/08/2005
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