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5.1.1 In some government departments the ultimate decision about destroying records held in

registered files is made centrally by the staff of the Departmental Records Officer Within MOD

Head of DG Info-Records, who is the DRO, has delegated authority to business units to review the

records they hold and, in most cases, destroy locally those records which are not considered worthy

of permanent preservation. This can be done when the records cease to have administrative value.

5.1.2 The exception to this rule is that all registered files containing TOP SECRET and Codeword

material are to be forwarded to DG Info-Records and are not to be destroyed locally, though the

recommendation to DG Info-Records may be that they can be destroyed.

5.1.3 All other registered files (and unregistered records) which are identified by the business unit as
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meriting consideration for permanent preservation are to be sent to DG Info-Records in accordance

with the instructions in Chapter 8. Certain Air Force department files may initially be sent to the Air
Historical Branch (RAF) with the prior agreement of both the AHB and DG Info-Recordsi. Once
received they will be reviewed centrally to determine whether permanent preservation is warranted.

5.1.4 DG Info-Records conducts two reviews of registered files, the first 5 years after the closure of

the file (or within a short time of its receipt if it has been kept by the business unit for a longer

period). Files which do not merit permanent preservation are marked for destruction, either straight
away or at a predetermined point in the future, taking into account the recommendation made by the
originating business unit.

5.1.5 Those files which appear to merit permanent preservation are reviewed again some 20 years

later. The second review allows a judgement to be made about the historical context of the records.

Files which are selected for permanent preservation are normally passed to the Public Record Office

30 years after their closure and are then made available to the public in line with the terms of the

Public Records Act of 1967.

5.1.6 Records which are not held in registered files are normally reviewed by DG Info-Records 5

years and (where applicable) 25 years after their creation

5.2 The Role of the Business Unit Holding the Records

5.2.1 Delegated authority allows each business unit greater flexibility to manage their records

efficiently but confers a responsibility upon them to review the records they hold and dispose of

them in an appropriate and timely manner.

5.2.2 This chapter outlines the procedures to be followed by business units to ensure that an effective

system of review is maintained allowing those records which are no longer needed, and do not merit

permanent preservation, to be destroyed, while records which are needed for administrative purposes
are kept for the appropriate period and those which appear to merit permanent preservation are

forwarded to DG Info-Records.

5,2.3 In reviewing the records which they hold, each business unit should consider the appropriate

length of time that a file, or any other type of record, is likely to be needed for administrative

purposes.

5.2.4 Having made that decision, the business unit is also well placed to make an initial judgement

about the likely historical value of a file (or other type of record). To aid the business unit in making

that judgement Annex A to this chapter contains guidelines on the type of records likely to merit

permanent preservation. In assessing whether a file meets these criteria remember that it is the

responsibility of the lead business unit to identify such files and forward them to DG Info-Records. If

your file merely contains copies of correspondence relating to a topic for which another business unit

has lead responsibility the file need not be forwarded to DG Info-Records.

5.2.5 There is also a need to consider whether classified material generated by the business unit

which is to be retained for administrative or historical reasons continues to merit its original

protective marking, or whether it should be downgraded.

5 2.6 Records which are held in electronic form are no less worthy of consideration than records held

on paper. This issue is addressed in Chapter 6 - Electronic Records Management Systems.

5.2.7 In order to facilitate the review of records each business unit must establish a Disposal

Schedule. The procedure to be followed is outlined below.
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© 5.3 The Disposal Schedule

5.3.1 The registered files (or other types of record) held by a business unit will often span a wide

variety of subjects. While some may deal with matters of major significance, others will deal with

more routine matters.

5.3.2 The Disposal Schedule will help each business unit to identify, where possible, an appropriate

length of time for which each file (or other type of record) should be kept and how it should

ultimately be disposed of. Disposal may be to DG Info-Records with a recommendation that the file

warrants permanent preservation, or it may be through local destruction.

5.3.3 As most records held by a business unit should be on registered files the File List (see Chapter

4, para 4.2) should be the basis of the Disposal Schedule.

5.3.4 Each file will contain records which fall into one of the following categories:

e records which merit consideration by DG Info-Records for permanent preservation;

e records which though not worthy of permanent preservation will need to be kept for an

extended period for administrative purposes (perhaps for legal or contractual purposes);

e records which have only short term value and will not need to be retained for a lengthy period.

5.3.5 Where a file contains records which fall into more than one category it must be treated in

accordance with the most important category.

5.3.6 Establishing a Disposal Schedule involves considering the existing open files held by the

business unit and identifying, where possible, the category each file (or group of files) falls into.

Having done that, a recommendation can then be made about the file's disposal.

5.3.7 The different types of information held within any particular business unit might include:

¢ Administrative Records — These records are produced in large volumes. Generally they have

low retention values and are usually disposed of within 1 to 7 years after the date of creation.

® Case Records — The retention periods for these records are usually defined by an individuals age

and life span unless a statutory or a long-term operational requirement defines a period for their

continued retention. For example, records relating to criminal cases may be retained for 75 years or

more.

e Command and Control and Operational Records — Some records in these categories can have a

long life span and should, in many cases, be considered for permanent preservation.

e Estates and Accommodation Records — These records include a substantial amount of

administrative type records with a low retention value, however certain records may be retained for

much longer periods. For example:

© Legal records — estate title, leasehold documentation, etc , should be retained

for at least the occupancy period.

© Policy records — surveys, policy studies etc., retention varies between 10 to 25

years but there may be records relating to important aspects such as disposal of

potentially hazardous substances on sites or other health and safety issues that

should be kept for much longer periods of time.
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« Finance Records — These records normally have a short working life of about two years.

Generally there is no legal requirement to retain these records beyond seven years.

¢ Health and Safety Records — As well as some statutory requirements that need to be complied

with, there are those records that can have a very long retention requirement. Especially in cases

involving exposure to radiation or contamination where the safety implications as a result of the

contamination may only arise decades after the initial event. A retention period of up to 100 years

may be required in these cases.

* Personnel Records — The retention periods for these records may vary but some should be kept

for very long periods. Examples include.

o Documents that have a bearing on pension entitlement should be kept for up to

100 years from date of birth.

© Military Service personnel appraisal reports are to be kept for 100 years.

© Civilian Staff appraisal records are normally kept as separate sub-sets of

personal files. If kept in annual sets, they should be destroyed on a rolling

basis.

©O Medical records are normally filed as a separate sub-set of individual personal

files to allow for separate retention In some instances where they relate to, for

example, exposure to radiation, these may be kept for up to 100 years.

e Policy Records — These are normally retained for at least 25 years, and in cases where the
records relate to the development of primary legislation, may be marked for permanent preservation.

* Scientific, Technical and Research Records — Records of the more important aspects of

scientific, technological or medical research and development are normally retained as a long term
research resource for other scientific researchers. Retention periods may differ, as some business

units may retain these records as part of their permanent library, whilst others may consider them as

case files and dispense with them after 10 years. Reports for these types of records are normally

preserved, whilst the supporting information is not, however their administrative value could be long,

i.e. Porton Down and paper records covering the volunteet programme go back to the 1950’s.

e Transaction Records — These records record specific events that have a finite life, i.e. the award

of a contract allocated to a named contractor to commission a particular task. Depending on the
nature of the transaction, the retention period may vary between 6 to 25 years.

5.3.8 The varying management requirements for each of the types of information listed above also

need to be considered. Factors to be considered include:

¢ Operational requirements.

« Business requirements.

e MOD corporate requirements.

« Public access requirements.

¢ Legal and statutory requirements.
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r e Human life expectancy.

Volume of records likely to be generated.

Sensitivity.

Accessibility.

5.3.9 That recommendation should then be noted in the Disposal Schedule An example of an extract

of a completed Disposal Schedule is at Annex B.

5.3.10 In addition to the file list the "Record of Unregistered Material" (see Chapter 4, para 4.21.2)

should also be considered and appropriate recommendations made, where possible.

5.3.11 The Branch Records Officer (see Chapter 3, para 3.2) is responsible for drawing up the

Disposal Schedule. However, the task of recommending suitable retention periods for each file is

best performed by the desi officers who use the files They should be best placed to make this

judgement based on their working knowledge of the nature of the file and its content. The Records

Officer's role is to co-ordinate this task.

5.3.12 It may not be possible to make a recommendation about the disposal of every file. However, it

is important to make a recommendation wherever possible. Remember that the records officer/ desk

officer who will ultimately be required to make a decision about the disposal of each file may not

have a detailed knowledge of the file’s content because it may be up to 5 years since the file was

opened and it may not have been used recently.

5.3.13 The records officer/desk officer who ultimately completes the Registered File Disposal Form

(MOD Form 262F) may not agree with the recommendation and is free to change it. This might be

necessary if subsequent events have given a different weight to the content of the file. However,

where this is not the case, the recommendation can be endorsed with the confidence that it was the

considered opinion of a predecessor who was familiar with the nature of the contents of the file.

5 3.14 Where it is not possible to make a recommendation about the disposal of a file the words "No

Recommendation" should be entered on the Disposal Schedule. Such files are not to be weeded (see

Chapter 4, Annex D, para (iv)).

5.4 Maintaining the Disposal Schedule

5.4.1 The recommendations noted in the Disposal Schedule will be made primarily on the basis of

the type of information contained within the current part of the file. In many cases the

recommendation will remain valid even when the existing file is closed and a new part opened. For

instance, ifa file has been recommended for passage to DG Info-Records because it illustrates

significant developments in an area of policy, it is quite likely that any subsequent part of that file

will fall into the same category. Equally if a file contains information which can be destroyed locally

after a relatively short period this is also likely to apply to any subsequent part.

5 4.2 It may, however, be that subsequent parts of a file increase or diminish in importance in

relation to previous parts. Where this is the case the desk officer should advise the records officer to

amend the Disposal Schedule accordingly.

5.4.3 The revised recommendation will not necessarily mean that any previous parts of the file which

were recommended for disposal in a different way were dealt with incorrectly, but see para 5.5.4.

hitp://www.defence.mod.uk/drweb/JSP/Chapter205.htm 22/12/03
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5.4.4 The records officer is responsible for the maintenance of an up to date Disposal Schedule and

the incorporation of amendments. The records officer is also responsible for ensuring that all desk

officers have access to a copy of the schedule.

5.4.5 As new files (as opposed to new parts of existing files) are opened the records officer should

establish whether an initial recommendation about disposal can be made. This will depend upon the

nature of the file. It may be clear from the outset that the file will contain significant papers or,

conversely, that the file is unlikely to contain records which will need to be retained for a lengthy

period. If so a suitable recommendation can be made. If this is not possible the Disposal Schedule

should be annotated to show that no recommendation has yet been made.

5.46 A copy of the Disposal Schedule is to be forwarded to DG Info-Records3 for reference

purposes. It is not necessary to forward details of each amendment but an up to date version, or

confirmation that no change has occurred, should be forwarded annually.

5.5 Timing of Review and Use of the Disposal Schedule

5.5.1 Chapter 4 (para 4.17) outlines the factors which determine when a registered file should be

closed and the action to be taken at that time.

5.5.2 When a file is closed a Registered File Disposal Form (MOD Form 262F) is to be raised and

placed in the file in accordance with the instructions in Chapter 4, para 4.18. At that time the

Disposal Schedule is to be consulted to determine what recommendation has been made about the

appropriate retention period and method of disposal. The disposal schedule recommendation should

be noted in section I of the 262F and the file should then be passed to the desk officer responsible for

reviewing it and completing the remainder of the form.

5.5.3 The desk officer responsible for carrying out the review must then consider the

recommendation at section I of the 262F and either endorse or amend it. Before doing so the file

minute sheet should be checked to see whether details of any significant enclosures have been

recorded (see Chapter 4, para 4 9.1).

5.5.5 The 262F should then be completed and signed by an officer of at least HEO (or equivalent)

grade (where necessary the desk officer must arrange for the form to be signed by the records officer

or a line manager). If the ultimate recommendation is that the file should be retained for an extended

period for administrative purposes, or that the file warrants permanent preservation, the specific

enclosures which justify that recommendation (which should be identified on the file minute sheet)
should be recorded on the 262F. If there are a large number of enclosures which justify such a

recommendation only the key enclosures need be identified.

5.5.8 Unregistered records are to be reviewed within 4 years of their creation to determine the

appropriate method of disposal. Any such records which merit consideration by DG Info-Records for

permanent preservation should be forwarded in accordance with the instructions at para 5.7 and in

Chapter 8.

5.5.9 An Aide Memoir outlining the review process is at Annex 5D. A diagram depicting the life-

cycle of an open file is at Annex 5E and a diagram depicting the life-cycle of a closed file is at

Annex 5F.

5.6 Existing Files Which Were Not Reviewed at Time of Closure

5.6.1 The policy governing the timing of file review was revised in August 1999 and promulgated in

DCI Gen 220/99 dated 6/8/99. Prior to the introduction of the revised policy, files could be retained
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for up to 4 years before review and completion of the Registered File Disposal Form (MOD Form

262F). The revised policy on the timing of file review does not apply retrospectively however,

consideration should be given to accelerating the review of closed files which have not yet been

reviewed. It is recommended that all such files are now reviewed, and sections 2 and 3 of MOD

form 262F completed, at the earliest opportunity.

5.6.2 With the exception of files identified at para 5.6.1 above, business units holding registered files

(or unregistered records) which have not been reviewed in accordance with the instructions are para

5.5 must take remedial action to deal with the review backlog. Registered File Disposal Forms

(MOD Form 262F) should be raised for these files at the earliest opportunity. The files should then

be reviewed and disposed of accordingly. It is likely that many such files will have no further

administrative value and will not have historical value. Such files should be destroyed locally (but

see para 5.11).

5.7 Retention of Registered Files within the Business Unit

5.7.1 If the completed and signed Registered File Disposal Form (MOD Form 262F) recommends

that the file should be considered by DG Info-Records for permanent preservation it should normally

be sent to DG Info-Records within 5 years of its closure. Files which also have ongoing
administrative value may be retained locally for an extended period and should be forwarded to DG

Info-Records when they are no longer needed. However, DG Info-Records must be advised in

writing of any case in which the file is still required by the business unit for administrative

purposes 25 year's after closure.

5.7.2 If the 262F recommends that the file can be destroyed locally it may be retained by the business

unit for up to 25 years after its closure. If the file has not been destroyed within 25 years of its

closure permission must be sought from DG Info-Records to retain it.

5.7.3 Files which are to be retained for an extended period for administrative purposes but which are

not considered to merit permanent preservation may be forwarded to DG Info-Records for storage if

there is insufficient storage space locally. In these circumstances the records officer must ensure that
explicit reasons are given on the 262F for the ongoing retention of the file, in line with the

instructions at paras 5.5.4 and 5.5.5. Failure to de so may result in the file being destroyed by DG

Info-Records.

5.8 Retention of Other Records

5.8.1 Unregistered records which merit consideration by DG Info-Records for permanent

preservation are to be forwarded within 25 years of their creation, in accordance with the instructions

in Chapter 8. DG Info-Records must be advised in writing of any case in which such records are still

required by the business unit for administrative purposes 25 years after closure.

5.8.2 Unregistered records required for administrative purposes may be retained by the business unit

for up to 25 years after their creation. If the records have not been destroyed within 25 years

permission must be sought from DG Info-Records to retain them.

5.8.3 Unregistered records which are to be retained for an extended period for administrative

purposes may, by prior arrangement, be forwarded to DG Info-Records2 for storage if there is

insufficient storage space within the business unit.

5.9 The Registered File Disposal Form (MOD Form 262F)

5.9.1 When a file is destroyed by the business unit the Registered File Disposal Form is to be
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JSP 441 - Chapter 5 - Review of Branch Records Page 8 of 8

removed and used to replace the Registered File Record Sheet (MOD Form 262A) which should then

be destroyed.

5.9.2 If the file is not destroyed locally but is forwarded to DG Info-Records the original 262F must

accompany the file. The business unit should retain a copy of the 262F, annotate it to indicate that

the file has been forwarded to DG Info-Records and use it to replace the 262A which should be

destroyed.

5.9.3 The Registered File Record Sheet (MOD Form 262A) and Registered File Disposal Form

(MOD Form 262F) are the definitive record of a file's existence and subsequent destruction/passage

to DG Info-Records. MOD Form 262A must not be destroyed until replaced by MOD Form 262F.

Each 262F must be retained for a period of not less than 30 years from the date of last enclosure (as

recorded on the form) As MOD Form 262Fs are normally retained in a binder relating to a file series

or anumber of file series the binder should normally be retained for a period of not less than 30 years

following the insertion of the final 262F. If a business unit is disbanded during this period the binder

(s) should pass to the successor business unit. If there is no successor business unit the binder(s)
should be forwarded to DG Info-Records2 at Hayes.

5.9.4 An example of a Registered File Disposal Form and instructions on its completion are at Annex

Cc.

5.10 Sponsors of Manuals and Books of Reference

5.10.1 Sponsors of books of reference, manuals, directories, etc are to ensure that a copy of the

material is forwarded to DG Info-Records for consideration for permanent preservation. Sponsors are

to maintain an unamended copy of each publication together with loose copies of each amendment

for this purpose. Such material should be forwarded to DG Info-Records2 in accordance with the

instructions in Chapter 8.

5.11 Destruction of Top Secret Registered Files and Files Containing Codeword Material

5.11.1 All registered files containing Top Secret and/or codeword material are to be forwarded to DG

Info-Records in accordance with the instructions in Chapter 8, even if the Registered File Disposal

Form recommends that the file should be destroyed.

Home Back to Contents Top of Page Chapter 6 Index
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Contact International

B/Sec(AS)12/3XLOL'

27 July 1992

We have had a number of recent enquiries about the contents of the UFO files
held by the Ministry of Defence, and I thought it would be useful if I put you
in the picture on what we hold.

Our files are made up of UFO sighting reports, together with enquiries about
other aspects of the UFO phenomenon, and the position of the Ministry of
Defence. Virtuallyall of the UFO sighting reports we receive relate to lights
or discs in the sky, or various ill-defined shapes or objects. In my time here
I have not received a single report of any close encounter, but we have, in the
past, received a very small number of letters that might fall into the category
of a close encounter of the third or fourth kind. I recently had a request from
a researcher to release these reports. As we receive so few, and recognising
their value to researchers, I agreed that these reports could be released. I
also said that I would make this material available to those UFO groups that we
refer witnesses and enthusiasts to, and I therefore attach this for your
information. As is usual when releasing UFO reports, I have deleted information
relating to the identity of the witnesses, together with other personal
information. I draw no conclusions from this material, and remain open-minded
as to what may have prompted these five reports. I have not included material
relating to reports that are already in the public domain, such as photocopied
extracts from books such as “Above Top Secret".

I will keep you informed about any such cases in the future, and — as usual -
will encourage any witness to get in touch with you. I remain of the opinion,
however, that reports of close encounters are more likely to be reported to
organisations such as yours than to us.

More generally, we are able to answer specific queries you may have about
particular sightings which have occurred recently, and can let you know whether
we have a report on the incident, and if so, what it contains. We will also do
our best to answer any specific questions we are asked, and can also give
general information about our files, and what they contain. However, the files
that we hold only go back to 1985, with previous files having been "archived",
and sent to the Public Record Office, Because these files are covered by the
"30 year rule", and as, prior to 1967, UFO files were destroyed after five
years, files held in this office are likely to be the only accessible UFO files
at present.

I hope this is helpful.



Rate 23.1. 91

Frome

I em writing to tell you of whet happened to me in the
summer of 1989 the month of msy.

ffter my merrieze broke down I was homeless sand sleeping rough

Iwas sleeping »t a place called FELTHAM LANE, they where bulding
a new bypass.It was ebout 3 ocloeck in the morning i did not write

the day down,

I was welking towerds the rsilwey lines when i heerd the sound

of e peilvey engine wél thets whet i thought the rsilwey lines

where straight in front of me,the signal was on redi i could not

see the train comeing the noise beemme louder then i looked to the
left down the bypsass,4 FLYING SAUCER hed LATDED i still cennot

belive whet heppened to me that morning.

When the asucer hed landed TVO ALIENS CAME OUT not sreen men nor

did they have funney heeds, they are the same es us,humen they

where dreased_in all black, the saucer hed lights coming out of
the top red blue and white my memory hes faded a little” bit but
not that mich. -

By this time i was hiding under a earth moving machine i wes
terrified.The first Alien who came out knew where i was HOW,
he pointed to me and shouted CAPTURE THAT MAN BEFORE HE TELLS

ANYBODY ELSE, The second ALIEN was checking the engines THATS
right,they have real engines they can rev up thier engines: they
sound like a train, but much louder.

Are we to believe thet somebody nn this Planet has built a fully

operational flying seucer with a diesel engine, These two ALIENS

can speak perfect ENGLISH.,They only use ther engines for takeing

of and lending, they use the railway lines and the railway engines
because they sound the same, its a cover they glide in flight.

Have the Russians biulta flying ssucer are the that clever,
Somebody has somewhere,

How did they get through our radar, WARMINISTSR-ARMY BARRACKS

ARE ONLYa few miles away, WHAT WEAPONS DO THEY CRRHYi didnt

see any visible ones.

eB in the wrong place at the wrong time accor#ing to what the



Alien shouted to me. Has any body else been captured.
It was all over in about 5 minites,when the saucer-had took off

the train came.

A few weeks after a lady reported a flying saucer in the local

paper guess where near a railway line. Looking back it seems li

like a night,msre, BUT I AM AFRAID ITS ALL TRUE.

You now have e real insight into flying saucers, thet they have

real engines that they can rev them up, they cen beat our

radar,

With great respect i know that the WAR IN THE GULP is e very

big problem for all of us, T also know that you need hard
FACTS AND EVIEDENCE T cannot provide this,—t-keesis

I keep askine myself if only i had a camers well i didnt of all th

books ive read on flying saucers none of them hsve mentioned an

engine or anything like it.-

It has takeing me 2 long time to write this on paper the main

reagon is when my dad died i suffered a schiaaphreic illness i am

being totaly honest about this,ive slso been in a mental home 5

times for s short stay i kmow what i saw even though i was ill,

at the time,i do know the differance between fect and hallucintions.

Nothing will change what i sew nothing at all.

The main thing about this saucer is the ENGINE who made it,is,it,
man made if, it, is WHAT COUNTRY MADE IT.
The next time our pilots see strange lights on the ground it
could be a flying saucer especally nestr s railway line.

It cannot be a diesel engine it wouldnt have anough power surly

it must use some kind of fuel, why else where theh checking over

the engines. Nobody else knows about this except you this letter

must be treated with some air of secracy.

Nobody knows about the engine except the M.0.D. and me.

As for my illness that has gone thank GOD but what i saw still

remains,WISH YOU COULD HAVE been their sir it really was great

fanteskéc.The sauucer was es big as a house even thoggh i was

afraid their was an ere of excitment.There here and there human

nobody knows who they are.Saddam Hussein might be a threat to

world peace but he wont last long, we hope not.

Flying saucers are a bigger threat they can sneak in and out

with out getting gsught.We dont know how many there are or what

weapons they carry.

Plasse do not scorn or laugh at

what ive written i didnt find it funney at

the time,nor do i now.

Yours Sincerly

P.S. Perhaps i was in the right place at the right time.

Because of the engine.
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Defence Secretariat Bivision 8,

Ministry of Defence,

Main Buildins,

Whithall,

Tondon

SWwT4 2HR

Your Ref D/DS8/75/2/T

Our Fef WII/EXT

Jan,, TAR

T am writing in response

T9862. As my infomation can no lonrer be conai
nass it onto vou,

the letter recieved. dated 9 March
das classified, T am now able toD

o

“he letter that T sent to vou, was only a «mall fractior, of the work that T had
done on ¥,",9, research, Twas in fact in vavsical and pavehic contact with an ELT,
called Alear: whom T have had a relationship with since 1958, and it continued until
T98T, when he wes killed hv another race of heings,

Sn to start at the besinnins. T was seven years “1d, when
by a WC, 4b the time T lived at

urday, morning T had the impressien that 2 sould vo art to the ha
like an chsession(Mta 1),

saw traces left

Mme Sate

, so Mth it was
When 7 dit go te the back, I fomd three indentations in

the sround, they were in trianmilar formation. Yach indentation was the same distance
from it's nartner, and they gave the impression that three larre hall tearines had
heen dropped there. My first thought was that it was a We ol; but T had never ever
heard of U.".9, or flving sarcers, and yet the thournt seemed narral to me, as if I
used it on a recular basis, 7 told my father, who was rather quick at ridicu ing
and n.0~pooing what T had tole him, Anyway, a comple of months later, the first

visit cane from B,T.*, which was followed bv a few mere, They were of green gas
which solidified when it came in from the passage way,whicn ‘ed to the toilet under,
the door, and the wardrobe, which was situated arainst the door preventing it from
onening, (TA 2). There was one which was green and very large. that had eves all
over it, this one came three times. Then there was a woman with very sharn features,
and what looked Like fat worns sticking out of her heat’, where the hair should be.
TMe last visit from the larze ereen thing havnenend when mz father tried ta cet into
the hedroom, as usual T wae arainst the door, with fear. My father was at the time,
fairly atheleltic and no weakline, but no matter -ow hard he pushed he could not cet
the door oven; not until the large ereen thine nad enne,



I
n

1959, T found semix~transparent, slic like creatures crawling uo the wall on
the onocsite side of the back, At this veriod 1° time T was in with a hand, espeo-

ially,the lead #inser and the drorrer Bn BOF of them saw the
creatures. The end product of this was that we arred olrséives and started to shoot
them, we used +2? air rifles at a range of fifty to seventy five vards. When we 4ig

kKS11 them, they fell eff the wall ard took on the apnearence of cement that had rot

damn and solidified, Qite often thev would fall and amear to go throuch the sremd
leavine no trace at sll, One dav we fannd that we were vnahle te mit our *arvete, ard

hy the ricockete off the wall, ond

after that we foind that it wae a waste of time. trving to shoot ther, so we rare in
as a bad job. (774 3),

we aenld see our ehats pass throush the rarcete

To wae stationed at Yeooh Rarracks - Sent. 7958 anril T969 ~ when T was in the
Ria... ait algar was with me r j
strone hond was forming of friendshin and tmet, ne incident involves telonathic
contact, and thet occured, followingan incident when T was umagually indesisive. T+

was when T was on onard dutv, and-T was asked if T wonld like the first taur. te which
T normally said vee, hut thank “ed T eventually declined, for the first ohe-wae orit—

ically injured with the nick elf he was carrdne., Tt was on-the hasis a° aa ety, that
we were to co in naire from than on, and it was under these conditions that T ror 2
telenathic link with Adlear. We were retumine to +ne euard house after oir natrol, and
to our right was a field, which aad Llichting enlw on the read an which we were walke
ins, Anart from the li ntine mentioned, the *isld was totally darx. T heard only what
T can descrine ag a whisner, and it wes sari at eanmeore was creenine about in
the field, to the front ond slip itly ricrt, diatiyv Looked in that dirention
nat sew nothing, Put as T had heard this whisner several tines before, and it had

than, even in srite of other FP. .8 peine away, A: 1 ° P.T.8 ¢ away, A

vroved accurate, T decided to follow it thronch., T sent my vartrer arnind the cannon

miseum, which was situated about twentv vards behind us; and I went to 2 lamp, and
prenared to vo into the field. Tt was at this noint, when someone came out of the
dark, T then called my partner and after a few heated words, T convinced the strancer
who hal no i.d, on him, to aécompany us to the maard house. (Ta 4).

The real work began in May, I979, when ry wife and IT forned a tear, an? tegether
we enllected such data as;~ what the different coloured lichts on a H.*.0, means,
how they manace ta evade radar, what fuel they use and what it looks! like, TI have been
to their bases which were in Wirral and Theshire, There was a curious incident whick
took place over the river Versey, by the Wallasey Town Hall. There were six U.¥.o.e
flying at speed up and down the river. when I noticed a black one was trying to man-
eouvere the other six, Unfortunately, the black one was shot down, it hit the water

in front of the Town Fall. As T was watenine , the front end of the UL".%, ait the
water, then the whole U.".0, dissapeared; leaving the water to splash

an invisible entity,

s as if done hy



In June, T98I, Algar, was ready to apnroach the goverment in nerson. I wag
over the moon with vride to be used as the medium hetween alien race and our own
race, Unfortunately, another race of B.T. decided to attack Algar, and his team of
scientists, and killed Alear and several members of his team, That of c nurse wae that
Tt was not until Octoher, 24 T98I, that they sent some one to dominete me by us
ing threats, and eventually attacking me, the E.T. died during his attack on me.
Since there have been four resnonses to my telepathic messazes sent out, hut two
of those contacts have been lost, But of the two who are still in cortast, one
is a womam, but IT am wnahle to give you her name, The other is a1 male and his name
is Valeben, he eave he cores from the “ilky Way, ard that his nlanet is called Platone,

T am intending to make contacts strong, and honefully mak= a ~eeting hetween
the alien race and sur Goverment, with the inforatior that T have now given vou, 7
hove that vou would reconeider sponsoring my vesearcr, The infomation that 7
eiven you is accurate and truthful, Althoush trere ig lata more,
vou what T thoiestit was the moet imrertant to VON.

have

T derided to oive

a
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Filan Loom File
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LOOSE MINUTE

D/NP/Pers

10 Oct 95

Copy to:

Hd Sec(AS)*

CM(IR&C)7*

* By CHOTS

UFO BOOK ~ PUBLICATION

Reference: D/NP/Pers dated 1 May 95



[Signed]

GF(Po1)1D

MB0262 —
E Mail: 1B-1



LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(AS) 65/3 (MF242/95)

11 October 1995

Head of GF

Copy to: CM(IR&C)7

PCB(Air)

GF(Pol)1b(Mr Pope)

UFO BOOK ~ PUBLICATION



(Original signed)

Head of

MB7257

CHOTS: PS/Hd of SEC(AS)
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Publications Clearance Branch (Air), Room 308

‘\, 3-5, Great Scotland Yard, London, SW1A 2HW

Telephone {Direct Dialling)

(Switchboard) 0171 218 9000

—
Mr N G Pope Your reference
GF(Pol)1

Room 0262 Our reference
MAIN BUILDING PCB(Air)3409 & 3443

Date

CLEARANCE FOR OPEN PUBLICATION/PRESENTATION ~ "OPEN SKIES ,CLOSED
MINDS" (2ND VERSION/SUBMISSION)AND LECTURE BY N G POPE.

PCB(Air)

Copy to:-

Head of Sec(AS)
Head of CM(IR&C)7
Head of GF



LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(AS)20/4

18 August 1995

PCB(Air)

CLEARANCE FOR OPEN PUBLICATION/PRESENTATION —- MR N G POPE



C

Fri Aug 18, 1995 10:48 mailbox standard Page 1 : t|

DATE FROM SUBJECT CODES
18/08/95 AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR) Pubs Clearance, UFO Book & Lecture [ J

Sent : 18/08/95 10:35 Delivered: 18/08/95 10:42
To : SEC(AS)2

Cc :

Ref : 146

From : AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR)

Subject : Pubs Clearance, UFO Book & Lecture

Text

PCB(Air)

Priority: Normal View Acknowledge [*] Attachments [1]
Reply Request {] Codes [-++++-+> ]



CLEARANCE FOR OPEN PUBLICATION/PRESENTATION - “OPEN SKIES ,CLOSED

MINDS" (2ND VERSION/SUBMISSION) AND LECTURE BY N G POPE

4

Copy to:-

Head of Sec(AS)

Head of CM(IR&C)?

Head of GF{Pet

Hidden Copy to:

Head of CM(A)2

D HO Sy



5

RESTRICTED

UNCLASSIFIED

LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(AS)/20/4*

11 August 1995

PCB(Air)

Copy to:

Head of CM(IR&C)

Head of CM(A)2

Head of GF(Pol)

D MOD Sy

CLEARANCE FOR OPEN PUBLICATION/PRESENTATION - UFO BOOK (2ND

VERSION/SUBMISSION)AND LECTURE BY N G POPE

STAFF

UN GSENSSPF IED



4 UNGEeelegED
STAFF

STAFF

RESTRICTED

UNCLASSIFIED



> UNCLASSIFIED
} RESTRICTED

STAFF

STAFF

RESTRICTED

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSiriiy>

Sec(AS)2

UNCGHASAIFIED
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> the ETH (extraterrestrial hypothesis} are one of

TREPINGBon da a LYEe ite pO he ep LTRS SORTPATE TRE

pearereraan

ealaq Contrary tefo2 opini

“Editorial
The alleged Roswell archive

film footage rages on, and

despite huge question marks

in respect of its authenticity,

its owners continue to

promote the material as being genuina. Offers of
between $1.7 million and $7 million have been

openty mooted.

As you will see in our exciusive account of this

sorry affair, television companies place little

importance on analysis, more how the material

will impact upon the viewing public.

in aremarkable swipe at those who have sought

to view, examine and authenticate the footage,

such as Stanton T. Friedman, the original

investigator of the 1947 Roswell crash, they

pronounce:

On 7th November 1983, police sergeant
. Anthony:‘Dodd, encountered a UFO ona

~ _fonely country lane near the West

’ Yorkshire village of
Addingham. He managed to
take several sensational

pictures which have defied all

scientific attempts to rationally .

‘explain the phenomena.

“Whilst we respect Mr. Fnedman's history, profile

and standing within the UFO community, we

believe the matenal will be best served by neutral

researchers who have no personal vested

interest in its future.”

In effect, those who have a vested interest in the

commercial marketing and promotion of this

footage have excluded those within the

Intemational UFO community who would dare to

challenge the authenticity of this film.
A fitting epitaph to the closure, derived

from the ‘Groom Lakegl B
If anyone has a personal vested interest in this

archive, It is surely Friedman, who has laboured

tong and hard over 17 years to unearth the truth

behind what occurred at Roswell,

Whist much attention has been naturally focused q

on this affair, another intriguing development has 26, @ARER §1 -
taken place, with the announcement by Nick r ? . .

Pope, former head of AS2 (Air Statt 2h the official 2 = FREECOM Maseak .
UK government body that looks at UFO reports * i

within the Ministry of Defence, that ha intends to

Publish a book about his 3-year involvement:

Open Skies - Closed Minds: Official Reaction to

the UFO Phanomenan,

Nick is now firmly of the opinion that UFOs and

the same. He is still employed by the MoD, who

are naturally feeling somewhat uneasy at his -

decision to speak out so publicly, | can tell you

that his decisionta “come out” was notiaken =~

lightly, but he is willing to accept the conse-

quences, It took an extracrdinary amount of

courage to do what he has done. His life is about

to change forever, and we should all offer him our

total support.

Slt ORME St es a PUI MYDS ORCS pee ERNE

Go Masson ay be pool by 07 ht ape
‘No eres Reproduced by ny’ means wholly or beee ne Po. Dodie Las2D Es



ON'Tcallmea

dayattheageofeight,Ilayonmyfookedupandsawanunidenti-larglintinthesky.Mychums

whoknows?
Defence,MichactPortillo—intheSecretariat(AirStaff)2A.1

wasthe,MoD’sUFOdeskoffi-cer.IcameintothatjobwithanopenmindAfterhavingscenallmony,£cameontofthatjobbelievingthataverysmallper-centageofwhatarecommonlytermedUFOsmaywellbeextra-terrestrialinorigin.’askedhim?‘No.”
Tcamecleanaboutmyexperi-ence.Helookedatme,theunbe-liever,withsomethingapproach-ingenvyinhiseyes.

nationlagdware

Sadane AE

ihtoralienshasareligiousfervouraboutit.
j



%

shufflingoftheearth’s,tectonicJobeepilepsyandseizure,anelectro-magneticpulsecouldfireoffhallucinations.’braintumout,ProfGrossmanorhasasemi-mysticalexperience
hallucinations.”

scepticismbutgreatshowbiz.The
yearisout.
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Head of Sec(AS)

THE POPE BOOK - VERSION 2





Comme oy pam ,

pf a

PUBLICATION CLEARANCE - NG POPE: "OPEN SKIES, CLOSED MINDS"

2ND DRAFT

Rules and Regulations

Detailed Comments

Introduction
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2Fri Jun 30, 1995 12:43 mailbox log Page 1 \ &

ad

ard

ay

a

DATE TO SUBJECT

30/06/95 DPO(RAF) Mr Pope's Book — Press Ref: 135

Sent : 30/06/95 12:38

To : DPO(RAF)

ce :

Ref : 135

Subject: Mr Pope's Book - Press Interest

Text : You spoke to I yesterday about an approach from
Nick Fielding of the Mail on Sunday. We cannot comment on the

specifics of the case, but I attach a line to take which has

been cleared with PCB(Air) and CM(IR&C).

Priority: Normal View Acknowledge [*] Attachments [1]

Reply Request [ ] Delivery Acknowledge [ } page 1

Bcc 3

Auth by :

Defer Date : Defer Time :

No Redirection [ ]

page 2



PUBLICATIONS CLEARANCE - MR N G POPE - LINE TO TAKE Se

All MOD personnel wishing to publish a book which draws on

their official experience or information obtained in the course

of their duties, or which expresses views on official matters,

are required to seek MOD approval before doing so. Details of

specific applications for approval are private between the

Department and the individual concerned.



LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(AS) 20/4

29 June 1995

CM(IR&C)7¢

PCB(Air)

Copy to:

GF(Pol)1

APPLICATION FOR PUBLICATION CLEARANCE ~ MR N G POPE - PRESS

INTEREST

Sec(AS)2



Al MOD civit=servants wishing to publish a book which draws on

their official experience or information obtained in the course

of their duties, or which expresses views on official matters,

are required to seek MOD approval before doing so. Details of

specific applications for approval are [confidential] between the

Department and the individual concerned. *



LOOSE MINUTE

D/NP/Pers

24 May 95

Copy to:

Hd of GF* }

Hd of Sec(AS)* } Without attachment

Ha of CM(IR)7* }

* By CHOTS

UFO BOOK ~ CLEARANCE FOR PUBLICATION

References:

A. PCB(Air)3409 dated 4 Apr 95

B. D/NP/Pers dated 1 May 95

[Signed}

N G POPE

GF (Pol

MB0262

E Mail: GF(POL)1B-1

a es



LOOSE MINUTE

D/NP/Pers

1 May 95

Copy to:

Head of Sec(AS)*

Head of CM(IR)7*

Head of GF(Pol)* Dely.

* By CHOTS

UFO BOOK - CLEARANCE FOR PUBLICATION

Reference: PCB(Air)3409 dated 4 Apr 95

G Loanwee,

grid wits org’

ny Maa.



[Signed]

N G POPE

GF(Pol)1b

MBO262 cnirad
E Mail: 1B-1



RESTRICTED

STAFF~IN-CONFIDENCE

UNCLASSIFIED

LOOSE MINUTE

PCB(Air)3409 aol

04 Apr 95

Head of Sec({AS)

Head of GF(Pol)

Head of CM(IR&C)7

Head of CM(A)2

D_ MOD Sy

N_G POPE - PUBLICATION CLEARANCE

Reference:

A. D/Sec(AS)/20/4(MF81/95) dated 27 Mar 95

AHB(RAF)&PCB(Air)

E Mail: AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR)

UNCLASSIFIED
STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

RESTRICTED



MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Publications Clearance Branch (Air), Rm 308

3-5, Great Scotland Yard, London, SW1A 2HW

Telephone (Direct Dialling}

(Switchboard) 0171 218 9000

co)
Mr N G Pope

Your reterence
GF(Pol)ib

Room 0262 Our reference
MAIN BUILDING PCB(Air)3409

Date

04 April 1995

CLEARANCE FOR PUBLICATION ~ "OPEN SKIES, CLOSED MINDS - OFFICIAL
REACTIONS TO THE UFO PHENOMENON"TM

Copy to:

Head of Sec(ASs)
Head of CM(IR&C)7
Head of GF(Pol)



LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(AS) /20/4

4 Apr 95

PCB(Air) —

PUBLICATIONS CLEARANCE - MR POPE

Sec(AS)2a



Publications Clearance Branch (Air), Rm 308

Mr N G Pope

GF(Pol)1b

Room 0262

MAIN BUILDING PCB(Air)3409

03 April 1995

CLEARANCE FOR PUBLICATION ~ "OPEN SKIES, CLOSED MINDS ~— OFFICIAL

REACTIONS TO THE UFO PHENOMENON"

PCB(Air)

Copy to:

Head of Sec(AS)

Head of CM(IR&C)7

Head of CM(A)2

Head of GF(Pol)

D MOD Sy



( de -

a. 4
Mon Apr 03, 1995 13:33 mailbox standard Page 1 x 2% y

es °

DATE FROM SUBJECT CODES

03/04/95 AHB(RAF)—PCB(AIR) PUBLICATIONS CLEARANCE — MR POPE [ }

Sent

To

Ce

Ref

From

Subject

o
e
 

e
e
 

o
e
 

e
e

Text

|
Normal View Acknowledge [ ] Attachments [1]Priority:

Reply Request

03/04/95 13:24

SEC(AS)2A (1)

105

: AHB(RAF)—PCB(AIR)

PUBLICATIONS CLEARANCE - MR POPE

{ ]

Delivered: 03/04/95 13:25

Codes [vtec reee]



Publications Clearance Branch (Air), Rm 308

Mr N G Pope

GF(Pol)1b

Room 0262

MAIN BUILDING PCB(Air) 3409

03 April 1995

CLEARANCE FOR PUBLICATION - “OPEN SKIES, CLOSED MINDS —- OFFICIAL

REACTIONS TO THE UFO PHENOMENON"

Bree,

PCB(Air)

Copy to:

Head of Sec(AS)

Head of CM(IR&C)7

Head of CM(A)2

Head of GF(Pol)

D MOD Sy



UNCLASSIFIED
STAFF—-IN~CONFIDENCE

LOOSE MINUTE

D/CM(IR&C)1/9/1

% Mar 95

PCB(Air)

Copy to:

Head of Sec(AS)

Head of CM(A)2

Head of GF(Pol)

D MOD sy

NG POPE - PUBLICATION CLEARANCE

References:

A. D/Sec(AS)/20/4 (MF80/95) dated 27 March 95
B. D/Sec(AS)/20/4 (MF81/95) dated27 March 95

CM TREC)?

NH357

Sale ie ieee cadet oe eteieeodene

UNCLASSIFIED
P)



UNCLASSIFIED

STAFF-IN-CONF IDENCE

aes

LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(AS) /20/4(MF81/95) ; . 21

27 March 95 ae

PCB(Air)

Copy to:

Head of CM(IRE&C)

Head of CM(A)2

Head of GF(Pol)

D MOD Sy

NG POPE — PUBLICATION CLEARANCE

STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

RESTRICTED

UNCLASSIFIED



RESTRICTED

STAFF—IN—-CONF IDENCE

UNCLASSIFIED. .

Head of Sec(As

MB7257

UNCLASSIFIED
STAFF-IN-CONF IDENCE

RESTRICTED



RESTRICTED

STAFF-IN-CONF IDENCE

UNCLASSIFIED | .- Po.

LOOSE MINUTE a x

D/Sec(AS)/20/4 (MF80/95)

27 March 95

Head of CM(IR&C)

Head of CM(A)2

Head of GF(Pol)

D MOD Sy

MR N G POPE: PUBLICATION CLEARANCE

UNCLASSIFIED
STAFF-IN-CONF IDENCE

RESTRICTED



RESTRICTED

STAFF—IN—-CONF IDENCE

UNCLASSIFIED.

Head of Sec(AS

MB7257

UNCLASSIFIED
STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

RESTRICTED



RESTRICTED

STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

UNCLASSIFIED SO ge

Head of Sec(AS) ‘N .

ATimnd wt Anuks .
L hawt ww minted.

UNCLASSIFIED
STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

RESTRICTED



PUBLICATION CLEARANCE — NG POPE: "OPEN SKIES, CLOSED MINDS"

Detailed Comments

Introduction















RESTRICTED

STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

UNCLASSIFIED

PUBLICATION CLEARANCE - NG POPE: "OPEN SKIES, CLOSED MINDS"

Further detailed comments by Sec(AS)2

Introduction

STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

RESTRICTED

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED
RESTRICTED

STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

UNCLASSIFIED
STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

RESTRICTED



RESTRICTED

UNCLASSIFIED
TAFF — IN CONFIDENCE

MR_N G POPE

RESTRICTED

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED
RESTRICTED

UNCLASSIFIED
RESTRICTED



LOOSE MINUTE

PCB(Air)3409

15 Feb 95

CLEARANCE FOR OPEN PUBLICATION/PRESENTATION - "OPEN SKIES,
CLOSED MINDS" OFFICIAL REACTIONS TO THE UFO PHENOMENON BY N G
POPE

Reference:

A. D/NP/Pers dated 1 Feb 95

AHB(RAF)&P ir)

GSY308

Fax:

E Mail: PCB(AIR) PCB



if fe Toc ”

LOOSE MINUTE Bran.

D/NP/Pers

1 Feb 95

PCB(Air) -

Copy to:

Sec(AS)2 -

PUBLICATIONS CLEARANCE —- UFO BOOK

er -. lan N G POPE
v 7 GF(Pol)ib

SQ 2026?
en OS



LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(AS) /20/4

Mar 95

PCB(Air)

Copy to:

CM(IR&C)

CM(A)2

GF(Pol)1

D MOD Sy

NG POPE — PUBLICATION CLEARANCE



Head of Sec(AS)

MB 7257



q oly
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ta
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adore . LT yout The we 7
LOOSE MINUTE ’ “ac ~~te Crip Ont geescin”

PCB(Air)3407 we \one pot
PCB(Air)3409 ois ma)

nna are|
20 Mar 95

Sec(AS)2a — (by Email)

CLEARANCE FOR OPEN PUBLICATION/PRESENTATION — "CROP* CIRCLE

LECTURE” AND “UFOs BOOK" BY N G POPE

signed

GSY308

Fax:

E Mail: AHB(RAF)—PCB(AIR)



PUBLICATION CLEARANCE — NG POPE: "OPEN SKIES, CLOSED MINDS"

Detailed Comments

Introduction
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RESTRICTED

OR CLARSPIED ory

FILE NOTE

D/Sec(AS)20/4

Sec(AS)2

MB8247

UNCLASSIFIED
STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

RESTRICTED



LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(AS)20/4

10 February 1995

Copy to:

Head of Sec({AS)

CM(IR&C)7¢



Sec(AS)2

MB824



Hoel

tae my3?

Goilefudfor your wows£ oderee

afr



LOOSE MINUTE

D/NP/Pers

3 Feb 95

Sec(AS)2 -

Copy to:

PCB(Air) -

CM(IR&C}7c

MR N G POPE - PERSONAL ACTIVITIES

(Signed)

N G POPE

GF (Pol

MB0262



LOOSE MINUTE

D/NP/Pers

17 Jan 95

Sec(AS)2

Copy to:

PCB(Air)

UFO BOOK - PUBLICATIONS CLEARANCE

Reference: D/Sec(AS)20/4 dated 4 Jan 95

N G POPE

GF (Pol

MB0262pr



LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(AS)20/4

4 January 1995

GF(Pol) - Mr Pope

Copy to:

PCB(Air)

UFO BOOK - PUBLICATIONS CLEARANCE

e
d



Sec(AS)2



Intelligence Collection Group

eee JARIC the National imagery Exploitation Centre

Defénce Royal Air Force Brampton

Intelligence Huntingdon
Cambridgeshire

PE28 4YG

: UNITED KINGDOM

CSisciion G
Telephone:

jar-imfhd @jar.mod.uk

Reference: JAR/10025/16/2/BS

Date: 21* February 2007

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON UNIDENTIFIED AERIAL/METEOROLOGICAL

PHENOMENA — TOOLKIT NO: 142506-009

Reference: ES)

A. Your letter to DGIA dated 2" February 2007.

Your letter was passed to this unit on the 8 February 2007 and after very careful scrutiny I am ina

position to give you copies of the correspondence that you spoke about in your letter, which was passed

to us by DAS (Sec).

In conjunction with the ICG (DGIA), after thoroughly checking all of our records, we can find no other

documentation to support your request for information.

If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect of the

handling of this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first instance. Should you

remain dissatistied, then you may apply for an internal review by contacting the Director of Information

Exploitation, 6" Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall London SW1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the Information

Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that

the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD internal review process has

been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found

on the Commissioner’s website, http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk

Yours sincerely,

Head of Information Management Flight

Copy to:

DAS-FOI

HQ ICG



UNCLASSIFIED a

Defence Geographic and Imagery Intelligence Agency

JOINT AIR RECONNAISSANCE INTELLIGENCE CENTRE

Royal Air Force Brampton

Huntingdon

Cambridgeshire

PE28 4YG

UNITED KINGDOM

Telephone:

Fax:

E-mail:

Reference:

Date: 27 July 2004

PHOTOGRAMMETRY & COMPUTER MODELLING FLIGHT’S ASSESSMENT

OF ELLIPTICAL SHAPED OBJECT ON SLIDE

Reference:

A. To determine size of elliptical shaped object identified on supplied colour slide

(not original).

1 Photogrammetry and Computer Modelling Flight were tasked to examine and if

possible, photogrammetrically derive, dimensions of an object seen at night on a colour slide.

This elliptical shaped object is clearly visible on the slide above and to the right of a Jarge

building.

2. To determine the size of an object from a photographic slide, apart from knowing the

film format and focal length of the camera, certain other criteria must be available. These are

either:-

a. Known distance from the camera to the object (scale).

b. Known scalar (distance) on the object.

3. Assuming the distance of the object to the carnera is unknown and that there are no

scalars to use on or close to the object it is evident there is insufficient data for the Flight to

determine the size of the elliptical shaped object.

Hd Photogrammetry & Computer Modelling Flight

GISs

UNCLASSIFIED



inteliigence
Defence Geographic and Imagery Intelligence Agency

JOINT AIR RECONNAISSANCE INTELLIGENCE CENTRE

Royal Air Force Brarmpion

Huntingdon

UNCLASSIFIED

Cambridgeshire

PE28 4¥G

UNITED KINGDOM

Fax:

Telephone:

E-mail:

Reference:

Date: August 2, 2004

PHOTOGRAPHIC ASS) ENT OF THE ELLIPTICAL SHAPED OBJECT ON

SLIDE.

Reference:

To provide an expert evdluation as to any possible photographic causes behind the object on the

supplied slide (not original).

a All required, background knowledge is missing, namely:

m
m
o
 
a
o
e

 
p Film speed and type.

Exposure time.

Lens Type and Aperture.

Camera Type.

Weather conditions.

Was a tripod used?

Was fill in flash used?

This lack of information does not permit a totally informed opinion to be put forward.

A-scan was produced at 2,400dpi to enable us to investigate, at greater magnification the

structure of the anomaly. From this several points were acted:

h.

i.

j.

There appeared to be no or little image movement across the frame, which

would indicate a relatively fast exposure or the use of a tripod.

There is no indication of specular reflection nor of lens flare.

The illuminated plane of the object passes through the very center of the frame.

UNCLASSIFIED



, UNCLASSIFIED

3. No definitive conclusions can be gathered from evidence submitted, however, it may

coincidental that the illuminated plane of the object passes through the center of the frame,

indicating a possible lens anomaly e.g. a droplet of moisture.

Graphics and Digital Imaging Section

GISS

UNCLASSIFIED
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From:

Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat)3

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue, London,
WC2N 5BP

Telephone (Direct dial} 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

(Fax)

(GTN)

Your Reference

Our Reference
D/DAS/64/3
Date |
20 April 2004

Tam writing concerning your request for any information the MOD holds on three UFO incidents
in 1979 I apologise for the delay in replying.

We have recalled and examined our files for 1979 and the only documents we can locate relating
to the incidents you have sighted, concern a UFO report made by the MOD Police at the Royal
Ordnance Factory, Blackburn on 24 February 1979. I am unable to verify whether this incident
was the subject of a Parliamentary Enquiry as there are no surviving UFO parliamentary
correspondence files which cover this period. A copy of the report is, however, enclosed for yout
information. Personal data has been removed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998.

T hope this is helpful.

Yours sincerely,



Dear Sir or Madam,

! am trying to ascertain if the MoD looked into three well known UFO

incidents which took place in 1979. | am detailing the incidents below. Please

could you check your records for any reference to these cases? If any case

files or other material was generated may | make a request for copies of this

information under the Code of Practice for Access to Government

Information.

Firstly, copies of any reports, correspondence or other material relating to

UFO reports in the north of England made between 22 and 24 February

1979, specifically two cases:

a) UFO report made by two 14-year-old oirls i" TO

ee Leeds, West Yorkshire, on the evening of 22

February 1979.

| understand this case was the subject of a field investigation by the MoD,

and | wish to know if this is confirmed by documentation on file.

b) UFO reports made by members of the public and/or police officers

in Lancashire in the early hours of 24 February 1979. There were a

number of sightings and | understand these were the subject of a

Parliamentary Enquiry by Robert Kilroy-Silk MP. Could you supply

copies of the relevant files or papers on these incidents.



Secondly, please could you check your files for any UFO reports made during

1979 to see you have a record of the UFO incident reported by forester

Robert Taylor at Dechmont Forest, Livingston, Scotland, on 9 November

1979. This case was reported to West Lothian police who cordoned off the

area for examination. Was a report received by MoD and if so may | have

copies of it?

| will be pieased to pay any costs necessary to generate copies of files or

other material relating to the above cases and | lock forward to receiving your

reply.
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CODE 18-78

[REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT, lepers bahar from

Dips /rshaly B.
UFO Koporty— 197%

(es Bes
Enclosures. TEY |

Reb iq Enc yr
Reference. 2/RC

S4F (Air) A
Room 8239

Main Building

REPORTED SIGHTING OF A U.F.O. AT
ROF BLACKBURN ON 24.2.79

We spoke today and I am attaching
a@ report by the MOD Police of the
sighting of an unidentified flying
a over ROF Blackburn on 24 February
4 .

OF/See 2

Room 7OSNH
Ext 4179MB

6 March 1979

Enel
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REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT]

a. virector

ROYAL ORDNANCE FACTORY,

.. -BLACKBURN,

LANCASHIRE,

BB1 2LE

28 February 1979

Herewith something of interest. It wasn't after a meeting
of the Engineering Society.

The three witnesses are sober, steady and reliable

policemen, one of whom is a Sergeant.

Ihave had a chat with him and he says that they have seen
the same thing on nights before but up towards Guide. He
reports this incident as it "flew" over the Factory and
thus becomes reportable (Shedes of Eric who instructed the
police to get aircraft numbers when they flew over the
Factory even if they were Jumbos or had to be chased on a
bike). ‘

He adds that he estimated the height at 500 to 700 ft,

the size across as about 30', and when it was over Darwen
and lit up it illuminated an area severel streets across
in the Grammsr School Area.

Iwas previously an wmbeliever. I am now convinced that
something peculiar is going on.

There were several other reported sightings in Lancashire
on the same night. |

Sergeant QED reported this to the local police, as '
we are supposed to, and they laughed like Smash Spacemen

(appropriate). The sketch was done by Sergeant a. ,

Yours

a |



an ISTRY OF DEFRw “OLICE

ow @ oe REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT|
‘ @ Ref. No: _BLA/R/4/38/79 LOF BLACK BURN Station

REPORT FOR ThE INFORMATION OF _ THE FACTORY SECRETARY,

27 February 1979 ate

ROYAL ORDNANCE FACTORY, BLACKBURN.

RESPECTING UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT - SIGHTING 24.2.79.

aees ae ene wens meee nee o.the eea ee ee me eo wee

1. Sergeant (MED reports, that at 2.57 an on
Saturday 24 February 1979, at the Royal Oninance Factory,
BLACKBURN, whilst on duty in the Main Police Office, he observed
an unidentifiable flying object in the sky to the west of the
Factory, and travelling in a North to South direction and

illuminating the whole area with a 'Soft’ or 'Dull' (not
brilliant) yellow coloured light.

2. TheSergeant drew the attention of Constable (i
to the object and then he obtained a pair of

Binoculars, from the Station Office, and went outside the
Police Office, but by this time the light had extinguished
ani there was nothing to be seen or heard.

3. Approximately ONE minute later the light came on again,
but before the Sergeant could focus the binoculars on the object ,
the light again extinguished. However, ONE minute later the
object again illuminated and this time Sergeant QD managed
to focus the binoculars onto the object. He saw that the bottom
half of the object was ‘Saucer’ shaped with the top half like
an upturned Saucer. On top of the 'Saucer' was a Light Bulb
shaped Dome. The illumination appeared to come from the inside
of the object and showed a Black coloured ring around the centre
of the obgect with Black coloured 'Ribs! stretching fron top to
bottom. Ih the wake of the object was a Vapour or Smoke.

4, Although the Sergeant observed this illumination on
THREE separate occasions he heard no sound caning from the object

and he was unable to estimate the kigkkx height.

5. This incident was also witnessed by Consteble QD.

6. Sergeant QD reported the facts by telephone to the
Duty Officer of the Lancashire Constabulary at BLACKBURN.

Forwarded by the direction of the Chief Constable, Ministry of Defence Police.

a Inspector,
enior Police Officer.
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CODE 1874

Arh?Me
D/ROF/332/6/7

Reference

SAP (Air)
Room 8239

Main Building

REPORTED SIGHTING OF A U.F.O. AT
ROF BLACKBURN ON 24.2.79

We spoke today and I am attaching
a report by the MOD Folice of the
sighting of an unidentified flying
object over ROF Blackburn on 24 February

Abit.
W Stephen

OF/Sec 2

Room 7O5NH

Ext 4179MB
6 March 1979

Encl



Mr oA nenunedy, virector

ROYAL GRONANCE FACTORY,

- -=BLACKBURN,

LANCASHIRE,

BB1 2LE

28 February 1979

Herewith something of interest. It wasn't after a meeting

of the Engineering Society.

The three witnesses are sober, steady and reliable

policemen, one of whom is a Sergeant.

T have had a chat with him and he says that they have seen

the same thing on nights before but up towards Guide. He

reports this incident as it “flew” over the Factory and

thus becomes revortable (Shades of Eric who instructed the

police to get aircraft numbers when they flew over the

Factory even if they were Jumbos or had to be chased on a

bike}.

He adds that he estimated the height at 500 to 700 ft,

the size across as about 30', and when it was over Darwen

and lit up it illuminated an area several streets across

in the Grammar School Area.

I was previously an wbeliever. I am now convinced that

something peculiar is going on.

There were several other reported sightings in Lancashire

on the same night.

Bergeant Headley reported this to the local police, as

we are sucposed to, and they laughed like Smash Spacemen

{appropriate}. The sketch was done by Sergeant Headley.

Yours

v2



VINISTRY_OF DEFENCE POLICE

Ref. No: _ BLA/R/4/38/79 ROF BLACKBURN Station

REPORT FOR THE INFORKATION OF _THE FACTORY SECRETARY,

RESPECTING UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT - SIGHTIN

27 February 1979 Date |

ROYAL ORDNANCE FACTORY, BLACKBURN._

24,2.79.

4. Sergeant C925 HEADLEY reports, that at 2.37 am on

Saturday 24 February 1979, at the Royal Ordnance Factory,

BLACKBURN, whilst on duty in the Main Police Office, he observed

an unidentifiable flying object in the sky to the west of the

Factory, and travelling in a North to South direction and

illuminating the whole area with a 'Soft' or 'Dull' (not j

brilliant} yellow coloured light. :

2. TheSergeant drew the attention of Constable C1874

HARGREAVES to the object and then he obtained a pair of

Binoculars, from the Station Office, and went outside the

Police Office, but by this time the light had extinguished

and there was nothing to be seen or heard.

3. Approximately ONE minute later the light came on again,

but before the Sergeant could focus the binoculars on the object ,

the light again extinguished. However, ONE minute later the .

object again illuminated and this time Sergeant HEADIZY managed

to focus the binoculars onto the object. He saw that the bottom

half of the object was 'Saucer' shaped with the top half like

an upturned Saucer. On top of the ‘Saucer’ was a Light Bulb

shaped Dome. The illumination appeared to come from the inside

of the object and showed a Black coloured ring around the centre

of the obgect with Black coloured ‘Ribs' stretching fron top to

bottom. Ih the wake of the object was a Vapour or Smoke.

4. Although the Sergeant observed this illumination on

THREE separate occasions he heard no sound coming from the object

and he was unable to estimate the kxgkkx height.

5. This incident was also witnessed by Constable C628 DEAN.

6. Sergeant HEADLEY reported the facts by telephone to the

Duty Officer of the Lancashire Constabulary at BLACKBURN.

eee ren ee ee eee aw

Forwarded by the direction of the Chief Constable, Ministry of Defence Police.

iSg4-4% Inspector,

enior Police Officer.
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: Info-Recordst \tones/
Subject: | Request for Information

As discussed has requested any information we hold on three particular UFO

incidents in 1979, so | need to look at the following files. Please could you let me know if they

are with your reviewers or at TNA.

D/DS8/75/2/1 Part F UFO Reports & Correspondence 1979

D/DS8/75/2/2 Part G UFO Reports: edited 1979

D/DS8/75/2/2 Part H UFO Reports: edited 1979

D/DS8/75/2/2 Part J UFO Reports: edited 4979

D/DS8/75/2/2 Part K UFO Reports: edited 1979

D/DS8/75/2/4 PartA UFO Reports 1979

D/DS8/75/2/4 Part B UFO Reports 1979

D/DS8/75/2/4 Part D UFO Reports 1979

Thank you for your assistance.

DAS-Sec3

MT 6/73 fF



D/DS8/75/2/1 Pt F 1979 UFO Reports &

Correspondence

MOD Registered file

Held at Records 2 in

Hayes

D/DS8/75/2/2 Pt G 1979 UFO Reports: edited MOD Registered file

Held at Records 2 in

Hayes

D/DS8/75/2/2 PtH 1979 UFO Reports: edited MOD Registered file

Held at Records 2 in

Hayes

D/DS8/75/2/2 Pt J 1979 UFO Reports: edited MOD Registered file

Held at Records 2 in

Hayes

D/D88/75/2/2 Pt K 1979 UFO Reports: edited MOD Registered file

Held at Records 2 in

Hayes

D/DS88/75/2/4 Pt A 1979 UFO Reports MOD Registered file

Held at Records 2 in

Hayes

D/DS8/75/2/4 Pt B 1979 UFO Reports MOD Registered file

Held at Records 2 in

Hayes

D/DS8/75/2/4 Pt D 1979 UFO Reports MOD Registered file

Held at Records 2 in

Hayes

D/DI55/108/15/1 Pt 32 1978(Feb) to

1983 Van)

UFO —Incidents Defence Intelligence

Staff Registered file

Held in DIS

File is a compilation of

papers, not complete

for whole period.

/D/DS8/25/3 1978 UFOs: Parliamentary

Correspondence

MOD Registered file

Held at Records 2 in

Hayes.

albouk
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat) 3

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue,

LONDON WC2N 5BP

Telephone: (Direct dial)

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

(Fax)

CHOts address: DAS-Sec3

E-Mail: das-sec3 @defence.mod.uk

FAX MESSAGE

SUBJECT: Request for files.

DATE: 29 March 2004

NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS COVER: 2

On the 27" February 2004 I requested that 8 files be returned to this

branch in order to answer an enquiry from a member of the public. To

date I have not received any of these files. Please could you let me know

urgently the whereabouts of the files and when I can expect to receive

them.

My UIN number is F608A.

For ease of reference I attach a copy of my earlier fax message.

(ours



MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat) 3

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue,

LONDON WC2N 5BP

Telephone: (Direct dial

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

(Fax)

CHOts address: DAS-Sec3

FAX MESSAGE

TO: Hayes Archive

SUBJECT: Request for files.

DATE: 27 February 2004

NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS COVER: 1

Please could you send me the following files which are required to answer an enquiry

from a member of the public.

D/DS8/75/2/1 Part F UFO Reports & Correspondence

D/DS8/75/2/2 Part G UFO Reports

D/DS8/75/2/2 Part H UFO Reports

D/DS8/75/2/2 Part J UFO Reports

D/DS8/75/2/2 Part K UFO Reports

D/DS8/75/2/4 Part A UFO Reports

D/DS8/75/2/4 Part B UFO Reports

D/DS8/75/2/4 Part D UFO Reports

Thank you for your assistance. If you have any questions, please give me a call
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DAS-Sec3

D News RAF

19 April 2004 15:25 >
DAS-Sec3

RE: Interview/ Meeting with ii Ba o-

-—--Original Message-----

From: DAS-Sec3

Sent: 419 April 2004 15°09

To: D News RAF

Subject: Interview / Meeting vi

Here is our brief for US of S on the proposed meeting with our two Ufo historians. Please let

me know if you have any comments.

<< File: [Interview - Sub to Min1.doc >>

DAS-Sec3

MT6/7



D/DAS/64/3/1 1

19 April 2004

PS/US of S

Copy to:

APS/Minister(DP)

DAS

PTC CS-FOIPG

Head of AHB(RAF)

AHB(RAF})-PCB(AIR)

D News RAF

infoAccess-AD

InfoAccess-PM4

Info-Records1

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS — PROPOSED MEETING BETWEEN

RESEARCHERS AND MEMBERS OF DAS

issue

1. Members of DAS, with policy responsibility for the department's limited

interest in Unidentified Flying Objects, have been asked to meet with two

prominent researchers i ° are studying
the UFO phenomenon. S

Recommendation

2. That Minister notes that DAS staff intends to agree to the meeting, to

be held on a date in May 2004.

Timing

3. Routine.

Background

4. | been corresponding with DAS on the subject of
UFOs since 1998. He states he was a founder member of the independent

UFO Networkin 1987 and of the UFO investigator's Network in 1999. He has

also served as a Council member of the British UFO Research Association in
the late 1980s. as a journalist for ten years in the regional press
and, in addition to his current studies, now works freelance. He has written

{or co-written) eight books on UFOs, ghosts and legends and has contributed

to a number of magazine articles and TV programmes on related subjects.

ctoral researcher

where he is

studying the social history of the phenomenon in Britain from 1947. He



is in the process of preparing an application to the Economic and Sociai

Research Council for funding to undertake a two-year project to further his

research.

5. a °:: also been corresponding with DAS on UFO
matters since 2000. He works closely a or a number of projects
and has written, or contributed to seven books on UFOs, ghosts and legends
(with land others). IEEEBJhas produced articles for UFO
magazines, local and national TV and radio shows.

6. Both ee. have made a large number of requests
for information about our files relating to UFOs under the Code of Practice on

Access to Government Information. They have indicated that they intend to

continue to do so when the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) comes

into force on 1 January 2005. They have recently requested a meeting with

members of DAS staff in order to avoid unnecessary correspondence in

future. They have assured us that this meeting is for the purposes of their

own research only.

7. Previous practice has not been to agree to such requests, which has

possibly contributed to the perception by some groups that the Department is

being secretive. The subject matter lends itself well to populist theories of

government cover-ups, and appearances in the media by unofficial MOD

spokesmen only highlights our reluctance to enter into debate. Rejection of

the request could further increase the perceived secrecy surrounding the

MOD position on this subject.

8. DAS staff believes that given the current climate of government

openness, and forthcoming Freedom of Information Act, it would be beneficial

for us to meet these two researchers. [IE40uMEeppear to have
some influence on the public debate of UFOs and a meeting could help them

gain a better understanding of the department's limited interest in this subject.

} would propose to meet them, together with the appropriate Desk Officer,

sometime next month. In advance of the meeting we would seek details of

the issues Messrs MES atG) BEEBIO|sh to discuss and the meeting, and
we would emphasise that any information provided was being provided solely

to assist with their research We do not propose a more active engagement

with UFO interest groups. D News RAF has been consulted and is content for
this meeting to proceed.

[Original Signed]

DAS- AD (Secretariat & Lower Airspace)

MT6/71 }



DAS-Sec3

7@
Sent:

To:

Subject:

Importance:

DAS-SecAD COS,”
15 April 2004 17:07

DAS-Sec3 iaEN co
RE: Interview

Low Lome

We spoke. Please draft out a short submission to PS/USofS along the lines we discussed. I'd

like to take a look at it on Monday please.

| would hope we could get something to 6 week.

thanks,

8
)

-—--Original Message-----

From: DAS-Sec3

Sent: 15 April 2004 08:27
To: DAS-SecAD

Subject: FW: Interview

FSoO

For info.

Are you happy for the fetter to go to Do you think we should advise Dr Lewis Moonie MP?

8
)

soo ‘Original Message-----

From: D News RAF

Sent: 15 Apnil 2004 08:44
Ta: DAS-Secd

Subject: interview

8oO

Sorry for the delay responding.

We have no problem with the proposed interview, subject fo the outlines that |a) ks about in his letter to
you.

The advice from here is that it may be worth informing Ministers, making mention of the fact that you have

spoken to us and we support the proposal.

Hope that helps? Please let me know if you need anything else.

Caroline

Sqn 7
D News RAF



OSS

SB
From: 8 \
Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat)3 Lu

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue, London,
WC2N 5BP

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard) 020 7218 90

(GTN)

Your Reference

Our Refi
pibasieds
ate

27 February 2004

Tam writing to acknowledge receipt of your recent undated letter in which you requested
information on three UFO incidents in 1979.

The files for this period have been recalled from our archives and when we have examined them
for any relevant documents, I will write to you again.

Yours sincerely,



(s)=

DAS-Sec3

. ¥ Info-Records1
Sent: 24 February 2004 11:25

To: DAS-Sec3

Subject: RE: ME ecuest for Information

None of the eight files are with Records 1 or TNA,

the first 75/2/2/1 Pt F - does not appear on the Hayes index,

the remaining seven do appear to be at Hayes (index as at 12 December 2003).

I suggest you contact TNT and request ali eight, it may be the case that the first has simply been missed during the indexing

exercise!

From: DAS-Sec3

Sent: 23 February 2004 11:41
Info-Records1To: :

Subject: Jequest for Information

As discussed,

D/DS8/75/2/4

D/DS8/75/2/2

D/IDS8/75/2/2

D/DS8/75/2/2

D/DS8/75/2/2

D/DS8/75/2/4

D/DS8/75/2/4

D/DS8/75/2/4

Part F

Part G

Part H

Part J

Part K

Part A

Part B

Part D

has requested any information we hold on three particular UFO

incidents in 1979, so | need to look at the following files. Please could you let me know if they

are with your reviewers or at TNA.

UFO Reports & Correspondence

UFO Reports: edited

UFO Reports: edited

UFO Reports: edited

UFO Reports: edited

UFO Reports

UFO Reports

UFO Reports

Thank you for your assistance.

DAS-Se

MT 6/73

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979



DAS-Sec3

oe. Info-Records1
Sent: 23 December 2003 07:95

To: DAS-Sec3
Ce: AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR)

Subject: RE: Letter

ae

Probably best not to raise the possibility. but on 1 January 2005 this type of file is a likely candidate for a FOI request ie "Nick

Pope" "UFO etc. Commercial confidentially, personal sensitivity might, of course, be cited (post 1 Jan 2005) for grounds not to
release info from it!

On to the task in hand - I suggest some changes to your para 2:

First sentence to stand, but sentence two onwards -

"With regard to the process for release of this file into the public domain, it might be heipful ifI briefly explain that not all
records created in the MOD are permanently preserved at The National Archives (TNA). Each business unit has the responsibility
to review the records they hold and the authority to destroy locally those records which are not considered worthy of further
administrative or have no perceived historical value. Records that are considered to have further value are transferred into the
custody of the MOD's records department for review at the appropriate time. This particular file is a general administrative file
and it is unlikely that when reviewed, it would be a candidate for permament preservation at TNA.”

Two suggested changes to the third para - there are two uses of the word "retained" where possible I suggest that the word
"held" or similar be used. "Retained" has a particular meaning under the Public Records Act (however, it is generally the case
that it is misused to no adverse effect!).

Hope that this is helpful.

Regards

— Original Message-—---

From: DAS-Sec3

Sent: 22 December 2003 15:37

To: AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR); Info-Records1

0, ou will recall hat asked for the file numbers and names of the internal
files relating to Nick Pope's book and when, under the normal process, would these files be

available to the genera! public? Please see attached my proposed reply. | would be grateful

if you could have a quick look at it and confirm that | have said the right things about your

records.

Subject: e-tsacanmmacl Letter

BP Pesc could you let me know if what | have said about the destruction / retention of files
is ok.

| would like to get this off before the Christmas break so { would be grateful if you could let me

know asap.

<< Fic i - ltr Dec 03.doc >>

DAS-Sec3



oe

To: Info-Records1

Subject: Re Letter

Thanks for getting back to me so quickly

For your information, 2: already requested this information and has been refused it under the Data
Protection Act and two exemptions of the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information, namely;

Exemption 2 (Internal discussion and advice) and Exemption 14 (Information given in confidence). He has said he

intends to appeal via the routes available to him - ie, the Information Commissioner for DPA and the Ombudsman

for the Code, but we have not been informed that he has done so yet. in the meantime he has ask these questions.

-----Original Message---—

From: Info-Records1

Sent: 23 December 2003 07:55
To: DAS-Sec3

Ce: AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR)

Subject: RE etter

Probably best not to raise the possibility. but on 1 January 2005 this type of file is a likely candidate for a FOI request ie

"Nick Pope” "UFO etc, Commercial confidentially, personal sensitivity might, of course, be cited (post 1 Jan 2005) for

grounds not to release info from it!

On to the task in hand - I suggest some changes to your para 2:

First sentence to stand, but sentence two onwards -

"With regard to the process for release of this file into the public domain, it might be helpful ifI briefly explain that not all

records created in the MOD are permanently preserved at The National Archives (TNA). Each business unit has the

responsibility to review the records they hold and the authority to destroy locally those records which are not considered

worthy of further administrative or have no perceived historical value. Records that are considered to have further value

are transferred into the custody of the MOD's records department for review at the appropriate time. This particular file is a

general administrative file and it is unlikely that when reviewed, it would be a candidate for permament preservation at

TNA."

Two suggested changes to the third para - there are two uses of the word "retained" where possible I suggest that the

word "held" or similar be used. "Retained" has a particular meaning under the Public Records Act (however, it is generally

the case that it is misused to no adverse effect!).

Hope that this is helpful.

Regards

nooo Original Message-----

From: DAS-Sec3

Sent: 22 December 2003 15:37

To: AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR); Info-Records1

Subject: er

a 6. will recall that eskea for the file numbers and names of the
internal files relating to Nick Pope's book and when, under the normal process, would

these files be available to the general public? Please see attached my proposed reply. |

would be grateful if you could have a quick look at it and confirm that | have said the right

things about your records.



ry

BD hese could you let me know if what | have said about the destruction / retention of
@ files is ok.

| would like to get this off before the Christmas break so | would be grateful if you could let

me know asap.

<< File: I - tt: Dec 03.doc >>

DAS-Sec3
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DAS-Sec3

From: AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR)

Sent: 23 December 2003 11:15
To: DAS-Sec3; Info-Records1

Subject: RES Letter

Importance: High

Thanks. | suggest that the PCB{Air) paragraph is amended as follows. | have including the name of the file as this is

what the enquirer actually asked for?:

The Air Historical Branch (Publications Clearance Branch (Air)) holds records of Publications Clearance in temporary

enclosure jackets which do not form part of the Air Historical Branch registered filing system. These may be

considered for review 6 months after the last action but are usually held for around 2 years to ensure that aif action is

complete. They may be held for longer if authors submit further material for clearance when it is usual practice to

link this with previous correspondence. In Mr Pape’s case, he continued to write for publication and involve himself in

media activities, so the relevant records have been held for a longer period. These include one file PCB(Air)3409 -

Publications Clearance - “Open Skies, Closed Minds - Official Reactions To The UFO Phenomenon”. However, no

PCB(Air) file has ever been considered worthy of permanent preservation and all have ultimately been destroyed

when they ceased to be of any administrative value.

| trust that this is helpful.

Regards,

ant Original Message-----

From: DAS-Sec3

Sent: 23 December 2003 09.14
To: Info-Records1

Ce: AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR)

Subject: RE} tter

Thanks for getting back to me so quickly

For your information, a has already requested this information and has been refused it under the
Data Protection Act and two exemptions of the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information, namely;

Exemption 2 (Internal discussion and advice) and Exemption 14 (Information given in confidence). He has said

he intends to appeal via the routes available to him - ie, the Information Commissioner for DPA and the

Ombudsman for the Code, but we have not been informed that he has done so yet. In the meantime he has ask

these questions.

-----Original Message—-—

From: — Info-Records1

Sent: 23 December 2003 07 55
Ta: DAS-Sec3

Ce: AHB(RAF)-PCB{AIR)

Subject: RE: er

Probably best not to raise the possibility. but on 1 January 2005 this type of file is a likely candidate for a FOL request

ie "Nick Pope" "UFO etc. Commercial confidentially, personal sensitivity might, of course, be cited (post 1 Jan 2005) for

grounds not to release info from it!

On to the task in hand - I suggest some changes to your para 2:

First sentence to stand, but sentence two onwards -

“with regard to the process for release of this file into the public domain, it might be helpful if I briefly explain that not

all records created in the MOD are permanently preserved at The National Archives (TNA). Each business unit has the

1



responsibility to review the records they hold and the authority to destroy locally those records which are not
considered worthy of further administrative or have no perceived historical value. Records that are considered to have

further value are transferred into the custody of the MOD's records department for review at the appropriate time. This

particular file is a general administrative file and it is unlikely that when reviewed, it would be a candidate for

permament preservation at TNA.”

Two suggested changes to the third para - there are bvo uses of the word "retained" where possible J suggest that the
word "held" or similar be used. "Retained" has a particular meaning under the Public Records Act (however, it is

generally the case that it is misused to no adverse effect!).

Hope that this is helpful.

Regards

ginal Message-----

From: DAS-Sec3

Sent: 22 December 2003 15:37

To: AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR); Info-Records1

Subject: etter

HE04 will recat that EE asked for the file numbers and names of the
internal files relating to Nick Pope's book and when, under the normal process, would

these files be available to the general public? Please see attached my proposed reply.

| would be grateful if you could have a quick look at it and confirm that | have said the

right things about your records.

| se could you let me know if what | have said about the destruction / retention
of files is ok.

| would like to get this off before the Christmas break so | would be grateful if you could
let me know asap.

<< File: RY ' Dec 03.doc >>



MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat) 3

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue,

LONDON WC2N SBP

Telephone: (Direct dial)

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

(Fax)

CHOts address’ DAS-LA-Ops+Poll

E-Mail: das-laopspol1 @defence.mod.uk

FAX MESSAGE

mm 6 6—hté‘S Info-Access Pol2

SUBJECT

DATE: 23 December 2003

NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS COVER: 5

Tam sorry not to have replied to your e-mail ro

Please see attached for your information, a copy of the letter we sent to

him when refusing information regarding Nick Pope’s book, his

subsequent letter and my reply. I hope this makes the situation clearer.

I will be back on the 5" January if you need any further information. In

the meantime, best wishes for a happy Christmas.



From:

Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat)3

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue, London,

WC2N 5BP

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

(Fax)

(GTN)

Your Reference

Qur Reference
D/DAS/64/3
Date
22 December 2003

Thank you for your letter dated 26 November in which you asked some questions regarding the

papers relating to Mr Pope’s book, “Open Skies, Closed Minds”. The information you requested

is as follows.

This branch (previously Secretariat (Air Staff)) hold one registered file, D/Sec(AS)20/4-Public

Relations Clearances Part C, which contains 32 enclosures relating to Mr Pope’s book. With

regard to the normal process for release of this file to the general public, it might be helpful if]

briefly explain that not all the records created in the MOD are permanently preserved for the

National Archive. Each business unit has the authority to review the records they hold and, in

most cases, destroy locaily those records which are not considered worthy of permanent

preservation. Records which do appear to merit permanent retention are forwarded to the MOD

Information Records Department for consideration. This particular file is a general administration

file and it is unlikely that when reviewed, it would merit permanent retention in the National

Archive. Records can be retained in the business unit for a maximum of 25 years after the file

was closed, so we would not expect this file to survive beyond 2020 at the latest.

The Air Historical Branch (Publications Clearance Branch) hold Publication Clearance material in

temporary enclosure jackets which do not form part of the Air Historical Branch registered filing

system. These are normally destroyed locally around 2 years after the last action was taken, but

are sometimes retained for longer if authors write further material which is then linked to their

earlier work. In Mr Pope’s case, he cleared three further books through the Publications

Clearance Branch and continues to be involved in media activities, so these records have been

retained for a longer period than normal. These records are not released into the public domain,

but are destroyed when they are no longer of any administrative value.

I hope this is helpful.

Yours sincerely,



@ese33

To: AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR); Info-Records1 NOMe
Subject: Letter

flow will recall that | asked for the file numbers and names of the internal
files relating to Nick Pope's book and when, under the normal process, would these files be
available to the general public? Please see attached my proposed reply. | would be grateful if
you could have a quick look at it and confirm that | have said the right things about your records.

Breese could you let me know if what | have said about the destruction / retention of files is
ok.

| would like to get this off before the Christmas break so | would be grateful if you could let me
know asap.

w |

DAS-Sec3

mT6/73



DAS-Sec3 i: (lee ;
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7. InfoAccess-Pol2 Mang
Sent: 15 December 2003 10:25

To: DAS-Sec3

Ce: InfoAccess-AD
Subject:

Importance: High

Thanks for your email of 16:49 on 4 December 2003 regarding request for information, | apologise that
it's taken so {ong to respond, but it landed on my Secret account before it was fully operational!

You refer in that email te "routes suggested in my earlier letter" - would it be possible to see a copy of that letter?

To clarify - hao peated against your decision to withhold the information, or has he just indicated that
he might and in the méantime asked further questions? If he has appealled could we please see the letter he sent in

to do so?

Are you withholding the information under the terms of DPA or because it falls within the scope of one of the Code

exemptions?

Regards,

InfoAccess-Poj2

ll
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DAS-Sec3 kea \e
N

r@. AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR) NaS
Sent: 08 December 2003 10:35
To: DAS-Sec3

Subject: Ree request for Information

Importance: High

Thanks for your e-mail below. There is only 1 PCB(Air) file relating to Mr Pope’s first book. It is:

PCB(Air)3409

Subject: Publications Clearance

Title: “Open Skies, Closed Minds” Official Reactions to the UFO Phenomenon by Mr N G Pope

PCB(Air) files: Because of the personal nature of the subject matter, PCB(Air) files do not form

part of AHB’s Registered Filing System and are held and maintained solely by the PCB(Air) desk

officer. Files are kept ostensibly as TEJs and none has ever been considered either for

permanent preservation or release into the public domain. As TEJs, the files can be considered

for local destruction at 6 months after the last action but it is PCB(Air) practice to destroy them

around the 2 year mark to allow for any follow up action that may be necessary. For example, in

Mr Pope’s case we knew there were further books to come and therefore retained all the relevant

paperwork. Further, we sometimes ask authors to confirm in writing that they accept the terms

and conditions set out in the clearance letter and/or to let us know the publication details of the

book.

| trust that this is helpful. Please can we see a copy of your reply before it goes i

VMT

AHB(RAF)&PCB(Air

BP266

Fax:

-----Original Message-----

From: DAS-See3

Sent: 04 December 2003 16:49

To: ____ GL(FS)-Legal1 a, AHB(RAF)-Head of, AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR); DAS-SecAD; DAS-LA-AD; InfoAccess-Pol2
Subject: equest for Information

Please be aware that]has informed me that he is not content with our
decision to refuse him information concerning internal correspondence relating to Nick Pope's

Book, Open Skies, Closed Minds and will be pursuing the matter initially by the routes

suggested in my earlier letter, and ultimately, if necessary, via his MP and the Ombudsman.

In the meantime he has asked the following questions;

How many internal files are there pertaining to Nick Pope's book?

What are their names and numbers?

When, under the normal process, would these files be available to the general public?

1



2

| would be grateful if AHB could advise me of their imput to questions. with
gard to the third question, it looks like he thinks all files are preserved for the National

rchive and are therefore always ultimately open to the public. This is something we will have

to explain to him.

DAS-Sec3_(notemy new title)

MT6/7:



ess v.

To : AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR) "a ‘

Subject: RE: a request for Information elie] 2003

Thanks 40) let you see my reply tof betore it goes,

-—--Original Message-----

From: AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR)

Sent: 08 December 2003 10 35

To: DAS-Sec3

Subject: RE] uest for Information

Importance: Hi

Thanks for your e-mail below. There is only 1 PCB(Air) file relating to Mr Pope’s first book. It

is:

PCB(Air)3409

Subject: Publications Clearance

Title: “Open Skies, Closed Minds” Official Reactions to the UFO Phenomenon by Mr N G

Pope

PCB(Air) files: Because of the personal nature of the subject matter, PCB(Air) files do not form
part of AHB’s Registered Filing System and are heid and maintained solely by the PCB(Air)

desk officer Files are kept ostensibly as TEJs and none has ever been considered either for

permanent preservation or release into the public domain. As TEJs, the files can be

considered for local destruction at 6 months after the last action but it is PCB(Air) practice to

destroy them around the 2 year mark to allow for any follow up action that may be necessary.

For example, in Mr Pope’s case we knew there were further books to come and therefore

retained all the relevant paperwork. Further, we sometimes ask authors to confirm in writing

that they accept the terms and conditions set out in the clearance letter and/or to let us know

the publication details of the book.

| trust that this is helpful. Please can we see a copy of your reply before it goes yl

VMT

AHB(RAF)&PCB(Air)

BP266

Fax:

-—--Original Message-----

From: DAS-Sec3

Sent: 04 December 2003 16:49

To: | ; CL(FS)-Legal1a; AHB(RAF)}-Head of, AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR}; DAS-SecAD; DAS-LA-AD; InfoAccess-Pol2
Subject: ilies for Information

Please be aware that has informed me that he is not content with our
decision to refuse him information concerning internal correspondence relating to Nick

Pope's Book, Open Skies, Closed Minds and will be pursuing the matter initially by the

1



routes suggested in my earlier letter, and ultimately, if necessary, via his MP and the

Ombudsman.

In the meantime he has asked the following questions;

How many internal files are there pertaining to Nick Pope's book?

What are their names and numbers?

When, under the normal process, would these files be available to the general public?

| would be grateful if AHB could advise me of their imput tollMquestions.. with
regard to the third question, it looks like he thinks all files are preserved for the National

Archive and are therefore always ultimately open to the public. This is something we will

have to explain to him.

DAS-Sec3 (note my new title)



26/11/03

Thank you for your letter of 17th November regarding access to internal MOD

files and corespondence relating to Nick Pope's book, Open Skies, Closed

Minds.

Obviously | cannot agree with you conclusions and will be pursuing the

matter, initially by the routes you suggest and ultimately, if necessary, via my

MP and the Ombudsman.

However, perhaps you can, at this moment in time, answer the following

questions?

* How many internal files are there pertaining to Nick Pope's book?

* What are their file names and numbers?

* When, under the normal process, would these files be available to the

general public?

| look forward to your reply.



Cresseal in pork wid muy lolli. IEA

18/11/03

Your ref: D/DAS/64/2

Further to your letter of 13" October in which you reply to my requests of 2

and 11" September for information concering access to information about the

publication of Nick Pope’s book Open Skies, Closed Minds.

You noted in your letter of the 13" October that you hoped ‘to send (you) a

substantive reply soon’. This letter was written over six weeks ago and | have

heard nothing further from you about the matter.

| realise that your department must be extremely busy, but { would appreciate

a reply as soon as possible. As | have noted in previous letters, should | be

denied access to the relevant files | will be pursuing the matter further via all

available channels and, if necessary, via my Member of Parliament and the

relevant ombudsman.



i)

Fron BD secretacicst(air Staff)2a, Room 8245

[REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT| Ledee (hei vent be tt rbnel

a he got Athy ieg se keaSt. f

xtord D/Sec(AS)12/3

27 July 1992

S

We have had a number of recent enquiries about the contents of the UFO files
held by the Ministry of Defence, and I thought it would be useful if I put you
in the picture on what we hold.

Our files are made up of UFO sighting reports, together with enquiries about
other aspects af the UFO phenomenon, and the position of the Ministry of
Defence. Virtvallyall of the UFO sighting reports we receive relate to lights
or dises in the sky, or various ill-defined shapes or objects. In my time here
I have not received a single report of any close encounter, but we have, in the
past, received a very small number of letters that might fall into the category
of a close encounter of the third or fourth kind. I recently had a request from
a researcher to release these reports. As we receive so few, and recognising
their value to researchers, I agreed that these reports could be released. I
also said that I would make this material available to those UFO groups that we
refer witnesses and enthusiasts to, and I therefore attach this for your
information. As is usual when releasing UFO reports, I have deleted information
relating to the identity of the witnesses, together with other personal
information. I draw no conclusions from this material, and remain open-minded
as to what may have prompted these five reports. I have not included material
relating to reports that are already in the public domain, such as photocopied
extracts from books such as "Above Top Secret",

I will keep you informed about any such cases in the future, and - as usual -
will encourage any witness to get in touch with you. I remain of the opinion,
however, that reports of close encounters are more likely to be reported to
organisations such as yours than to us.

More generally, we are able to answer specific queries you may have about
particular sightings which have occurred recently, and can let you know whether
we have a report on the incident, and if so, what it contains. We will also do
our best to answer any specific questions we are asked, and can also give
general information about our files, and what they contain. However, the files
that we hold only go back to 1985, with previous files having been "archived",
and sent to the Public Record Office. Because these files are covered by the
"30 year rule", and as, prior to 1967, UFO files were destroyed after five
years, files held in this office are likely to be the only accessible UFO files
at present.

I hope this is helpful.



[REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT)

I em writing to tell you of whet hsppened to me in the

summer of 1989 the month of msy.

was sleeding et a place called FELTHAM LiNE, they where pniding

68 new bypess.It was ebout 3 oclock in the morning i did not write

the dey down,

Iowss welking towerds the railwey lines when i herrd the sound
of e reilvey engine wal thetr whet i thought the peilwsy lines
where streight in front of me,the signal was on redi i could not

see the train comeing the noise beewmme louder then 1 looked to the

left down the bypass,4 FLYING SAUCER hsd LadD2D i still cennot

belive whet heppened to me that morning.

When the saucer had lended TWO ALIENS CAME OUT not green men nor

did they have funney heads, they are the same es us;humen they

where dressed_in all black, the saucer hed lights coming out of

the top red blue and white my memory hes faded a ligtle” bit but
not that much.

By this time i was “hiding under @ earth moving machine i wes
terrified.The first Alien who came out knew where i was HOW,
he pointed to me and shouted CAPTURE THAT MAN BEFORE HE TELLS

ANYBODY ELSE, The second ALIEN was checking the engines THATS

right,they have real engines they can rey up thier engines: they

sound like a train, but much louder.

Are we to believe that somebody nn this Planet has built 2 fully
operational flying saucer with a diesel engine, These two ALIENS

can speak perfect ENGLISH.,They only use ther engines for takeing

of end lending, they use the railway lines and the railway engines

because they sound the same, its a cover they glide in flight.

Have the Russians biult a flying saucer are the that clever,

Somebodyhas somewhere,

How did they get through our radar, WARMINISTSR-ARMY BARRACKS

ARE ONLYa few miles away, WHAT WEAPONS DO THEY CRREY i didnt
see any visible ones.

Urvas in the wrong place at the wrong time according to whet the



REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

Alien shouted to me. Has any body else been captured.

It wag all over in about 5 minites,when the saucer hed took off

the trein came.

A few weeks after a lady reported a flying saucer in the local
paper guess where near a railway line. Looking back it seems li
like a night,mare, BUT I AM AFRAID ITS ALL TRUE.

You now have a real insight into flying saucers, thet they have

real engines that they can rev them up, they can beat our

radar,

With greet respect i know that the WAR IN THE GULF is « very
big problem for all of us, I also know that you need hard
PACTS AND EVIEDENCGE I cannot provide this ,-+-keepis

I keep esking myself if only i had a csmers well i didnt of all th
hooks ive read on flying saucers none of them have mentioned an
engine or anything like it.-

Tt has takeing me ea long time to write this on

reason is

TO

The main thing about this saucer is the ENGINE who made it,is,it,

eper the main

ing totaly honest about this

ing will change what i sew nothing et all.

man made if,it,is WHAT COUNTRY MADE IT.

The next time our pilots see strange lights on the ground it
could be a flying saucer especally nesr s railway line.

It cannot be e diesel engine it wouldnt have enough power surly
it must use some kind of fuel, why else where theh checking over

the engines. Nobody else knows about this except you this letter

must be treated with some air of secracy.

Nobody knows about the engine except the M.0.D. and me.
but what i saw still

remains,WISH YOU COULD HAVE een their sir it really was great
fantaskic.The sauucer was es big as s house even thoggh i was
afraid their was an ere of excitment.There here and there human
nobody knows who they are.Saddam Hussein might be a threat to

world peace but he wont last long, we hope not.

Flying saucers are a bigger threat they can sneak in and out

with out getting gaught.We dont know how many there are or what

weapons they carry.

Please do not scorn or laugh at

what ive written i didnt find it funney at
the time,nor do i now.

Yours Sincerly

P.S. Perhaps i wes in the right place at the right time.

Because of the engine.
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Defence Secretariat Division 8, .
Ministry of Defence, 

a
Main Building,

a
Whithall,

Tondon

SWI4 uA

Your Ref D/NS8/75/2/T

Our Ref WU/ExT

Jan., T1985

T am writing in response to the letter recieved, dated 9 Varch
T1982. 4s mv infomation can no lenever be concidered ac classified, T am now able to
vass it onto you.

ne Jetter that T sent to vou, was oly a small fractior, 0° the work that T had
done on 7,9, research. Twas in fact in onvsicel and nevehic rontact wit
Palled Alear: whom T have had a relationship with since 1958, and i+
TORT, when he wes killed hv another race of beinzs,

an ®t

eontimied until

So to start at the berinning, T was seven years old, when ‘ traces left
bye a TRO, at the time I lived at ypasenw, Wwe Sate
urday, morning T had the impressien that srould go om 9 the hace, smo much it wac
like an shee nf(oTa TY, when T 4dia go te the back, T found three indentations in
the ground, they were in trianeular formation. Each indentation v the same distance
from it's partner, and they gave the impression that three larce 411 nearives had
heen dropped there. Fy first thought was that it was a WP. mur T bad never ever
heard of 1.7.9, or flvine savcers, and yet the thoucht seemed narnal to ma, as if T
used it on a reewlar basis, 7 told ry fatiner, who was rather quick at ridiculing
and noo-pooing what T had “beol@ him, Anyway, a couple of months later, the first

visit cave from &.T.s, which was followed by a few more, They were of freen gas
which solidified when it came in from the passage way,which Jed to the toilet under,
the door, and the wardrobe, which was situated against the door vreventing it from
anenine, (MTA 2), Phere was one which was wreen and very larre. that had eyes all
over it, this one came three times. Then there was a woman with very sharp features,
and what looked like fat worng sticking ont of her heat, where the hair shoulé he,
TMaie last vieit from the larze sreen thing havonenend when my father tried te ret into
the hetroom, as usual T was avainst the door, with’ fear father was ar the time,
fairly atheleltic and no weakling, but no ~atter how hard he gushed he cenld not ret
the decor onen; not until the large creen thine nad cone.
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1959, T found semix~transparent, sluiz like creatures crawling up the wall on
the onnpesite side of the back, At this period of time Twas in with a hand, espec-=

jally,the lead singer and the druvmer QB Both of them saw the

creatures. The end orodust of this was that we armed ourselves and ‘started to shoot

them, we used #2? air rifles ata range of fifty to seventy five vards, When we did
kt1L them, they fell off the wall end tnok on the anpearence of cement that nad got

damn and solidified, Quite often they would fall and avonear to go throvsn the sramd

leaving ro trace at 911. One dev we fornd that we were unahle te hit our tar-ete, and

we senta sea nux shots pass throvch tre farzete. hy the rinechete off the wall. and

after that we found that it was a waste af time trvines ta enoot ther, so we cure on

as a bad toh. (774 33,

Towas stationed at. GED erracks -
ani Algar was with me then, ever in ents A

strone bond was forming of friendshin and trust, ome “incident involves telenathic
cantant, and that oecured, following an incident when T was unusually indesisive, Tt

was when T was on siard duty, 2d-7 was asked if T wanld like the first taver. ta which
Tnormally said ves, mit, thank “ed T eventually declined, for the firet ofe was arit-

ically intured with the nick elf he was narreine. Tt wae on the hasis

we were to co in naire from then on, and it was under these comditions teat 7 oat 2
telerathic link with (lear. We were returning to -ne cnard house after wim natrol. and
to our right was a field, which nad lichting only or the read on which we were walke

ine. Avart from the liehting mentioned, fhe field was totally darx. T heard anlv what
T can descriae as a whisner, an g teat someone was creenins about in
the field, to the front oni slie y Lativ locked in that directian

bit saw nothine, But as T had heard this whisner several tines hefora, and it had
vroved acourate, T decided ta follow it throuch, T sen! -v vartner araine the camn
miseum, which was situated abot twentv vards berind us, and I went to a Jamo, and

.",8 gCine away,

safaty, trat

nrenared to vo inte the field. Tt was at this noint, when someone came out of the
dark, I then called my partner and after a few heated words, 7 convinced the stranger
wno had no i.d. on him, to aécompany us to the euard house. (TTA A),

The real work hegan in May, 1979, when ry wife and T formed a tean, and together

we collected suck data asy~ what the different enloured lichts on a 7.7.9, neans,
now they manare ta evade radar, what fuel thev use and what it looks ilike, I have been
to treir bases which were in Wirrel and Theshire. There was a curious incident wnict

took place over the river Mersey, by the Wallasey Town Vall. There were six U..°%.e

flying at speed up and down the river. when IT noticed a black one was t

eouvere the other six. Unfortunately, ,the black one was shot down, it hi
in front of the Town Pal?, As I was watonine , the front end of the ULF...

water, ther the whole U..C. dissapeared; leaving the water to sniash, 2.

an invisible entity.

ying to man-

a
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In me, I98I, Algar, was ready to apnrosch the goverment‘in verson, I vas

over the moon with nride to be uced as the mediur hetween alien race and our owm

race, Unfortunately, another race of H.T. decided to attack Algar, and his team ef

scientists, and killed Alear and several vembers of his team. That of course was that,
It was not until Octeber, 24 T98I, that they sent some one to domin=te me by us

ing threats, and eventually attacking me, the E.T. died during nis attack on me,

Since there have been four resvonses to my televathic messazes sent out, hit two

of those contacts have been lost, But of the two who are still in cortast, one
is a womam, but I am unable to give vou her name, The other is a male and his nane
is Malcben, he savs he comes from the “ilky Way, and that his rlamet ia called Platone,

T am intending to make contacts strons, and hovefully make a meeting between
tke alien race and our Goverment, with the infomatior tnat T rave now given you, T

hone that vou would reconcider sponsorins my research, The infomation trat T have

wiven you is accurate and truthful, Althoush there is lots more, I desided to oi-re

you what T thought was the most imrertart to yew

ors pethfnlty
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From: a
Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat)3 ta,

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue, London,

WC2N 5BP

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax) -

(GTN)

Your Reference

Que Ref
DIDAS/64/2
Date

S 17 November 2003

Dea

Further to my letter of 13 October I am now in a position to give you a substantive reply to your

request for copies of internal MOD files and correspondence relating to Mr Pope’s book

Open Skies, Closed Minds.

In light of your letters of 24 and 11" September and your further request to include papers held
by the Publications Clearance Branch, we have reviewed the papers concerned to see if any of the

documents could be released with some redaction. We have, however, reached the conclusion

that it is not possible to supply the information you have requested, but it may assist you if we

clarify our reasons for this decision.

Ministry of Defence regulations state that any serving or former member of the Armed Forces or

Civil Service who wish to publish a book, monograph, article, letter of other textual material

concerning information or experience they gained as a result of their official duties, must seek

permission from the appropriate Departmental Publications Clearance Branch before publication.
A copy of the manuscript is supplied, and the Publications Clearance Branch, in consultation with

the Branches concerned with the subject matter, examine it for any details which may cause

concern with regard to comments or disclosure of material such as: classified information;

information given to the MOD in confidence; comments about relations between Civil Servants

and Ministers, information that would undermine security or our national interests or anything

that MOD would regard as objectionable about individuals or organisations. Any concerns raised
are discussed with the author before permission for publication is granted. I must stress that this

process is not designed to stop individuals expressing their personal views, even if these differ

from those of the MOD, but rather to prevent the release of information which would be

inappropriate for the reasons stated and to ensure that any personal viewpoint is not presented as

MOD policy.

With regard to the documents that you have requested, these contain personal data relating to

Mr Pope and others, the further processing of which must meet Data Protection Act 1998

requirements, and internal discussion about the contents of Mr Pope’s original manuscript (some

of which may not have appeared in the final published version of his book). In engaging in the



‘@
publication clearance process Mr Pope would have reason to expect that his manuscript and

correspondence about its contents would remain confidential between himself and his employer

and would not be disclosed to a third party without his permission. It would also undermine the
whole process if individuals are requested to remove or alter text before publication and that
which is changed, is later communicated to a third party

Your request is therefore refused since to lawfully process the personal data within the material

requires compliance with the Data Protection Act 98 and in our opinion none of the processing
conditions permit MOD lawfully disclosing to you. Your request is also refused under Exemption
2 (Internal discussion and advice) and Exemption 14 (Information given in confidence) of the
Code of Practice on Access to Government Information.

You have proposed redaction of the personal data and release of the remaining text. On careful

consideration of the material and in view of the definition of personal data within the Act we have

concluded that personal data is so interwoven within the material that extraction would not be

straightforward and would not leave a meaningful text. In any case, such an attempt would be

nugatory given any remaining text would be subject to the Code Exemptions cited.

If you are unhappy with our decision to refuse you information under the Data Protection Act

1998 you may ask MOD to review this decision by writing to MOD’s Data Protection Officer,

ee Room 604, St Giles Court, 1-13 St Giles High Street, London WC2H 8LD
setting out your reasons. This does not affect your right to approach the Information

Commissioner, which you may do at any time.

If you wish to appeal against our decision to refuse information under the Code of Practice on

Access to Government Information, you should write to the Ministry of Defence, Directorate of

Information (Exploitation), Room 819B, St Giles Court, 1-13 St Giles High Street, London

WC2H 8LD requesting that the decision be reviewed. If following the internal review you remain

dissatisfied, you may ask a Member of Parliament to take up the case with the Parliamentary

Commissioner for Administration (the Ombudsman) who can investigate on your behalf. The

Ombudsman will not, however, consider an investigation until the internal review process has
been completed.

If you have any queries about the contents of Mr Pope’s book you are, of course, at liberty to

contact him direct either through his publishers, Simon & Schuster Ltd, West Garden Place,

Kendal Street, London W2 2AQ or via his e-mail address which can be found on the internet.

Finally, please find enclosed a copy of file D/Sec(AS)12/5 — Unidentified Flying Objects, Close

encounter reports, Alien entities, abductions etc as requested. Personal data has been redacted in

accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998.

Yours sincerely,
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Further to my letter of 13 October I am now in a position to give youa

substantive reply to your request for copies of internal MOD files and

correspondence relating to Mr Pope’s book Open Skies, Closed Minds.

In light of your letters of 2TM and 11" September and your further request

to include papers held by the Publications Clearance Branch, we have

reviewed the papers concerned to see if any of the documents could be

released with some redaction. We have, however, reached the conclusion

that it is not possible to supply the information you have requested, but it

may assist you if we clarify our reasons for this decision.

Ministry of Defence regulations state that any serving or former member

of the Armed Forces or Civil Service who wishes to publish a book,

monograph, article, letter or other textual material concerning information

they gained as a result of their official duties, must seek permission from

the appropriate Departmental Publications Clearance branch before
cea

publication Arcopy of the manuscript is supplied, ¢gthe Publications
Clearance branch, in consultation with the department(s) concerned with

frm?
the subject matter, examine it for any details whichkcause concern with



regard to comments or disclosure of material such as§classified

information; information given to the MOD in confidence; comments

about relations between civil servants and Ministers: information that

would undermine security or our national interests or anything that MOD

would regard as objectionable about individuals or organisations. Any

concems raised are discussed with the author before permission for

publication is granted. I must stress that this process is not designed to

Such viens

stop individuals expressing their personal views, even if these differ from

those of the MOD, but rather to prevent the unauthorised release of

information which could be damaging for the reasons stated.

With regard to the documents that you have requested, these contain

information personal to Mr Pope and internal discussion about the

contents of Mr Pope’s original manuscript (some of which may not have

appeared in the final published version of his book). Much of this

discussion involved interpretation of official documentation. In engaging

rengonadcuy©
in this process Mr Pope couldtexpect that his manuscript and

correspondence about its contents would remain confidential between

hini a those in the Department with a legitimate reason for seeing it,

and would not be disclosed to a third party without his permission. It

would also undermine the whole publication clearance process if
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individuals are requested to remove or alter text before publication and

that which is changed, is later communicated to a third party.

Your request is therefore refused with some material being withheld

under the Data Protection Act 1998 and the rest under Exemption 2

(Internal discussion and advice) and Exemption 14 (aformation given in

confidence) of the Code of Practice on Access to Government

Information.

[unhappy We? 4%, Hew inbam |
If you are unhappy with our decision to refuse you information under the

.. jData Protection Act 1998, youcan complain to the Informationjos comptain1<

ace
ommissioner. You may, heweverrask MOD to review this decision by

writing to The RAF Personnel and Training Command, Data Protection

Officer, Room G24, Building 225, HQ PTC, RAF Innsworth, Gloucester,

GL3 1EZ, setting out your reasons. This does not affect your right to

approach the Information Commissioner, which you may do at any time.

If you wish to appeal against our decision to refuse information under the

Code of Practice oniecess to Government Information, you should write

to the Ministry of Defence, Directorate of Information (Exploitation),

Room 819B, St Giles Court, 1-13 St Giles High Street, London WC2H

8LD requesting that the decision be reviewed. If following the internal



review you remain dissatisfied, you can ask a Member of Parliament to

take up the case with the Parliamentary Commissioner for Administration

(the Ombudsman) who can investigate on your behalf. The Ombudsman

will not, however, consider an investigation until the internal review

process has been completed.

If you have any queries about the contents of Mr Pope’s book you are, of

course, at liberty to contact him direct either through his publishers,

Simon & Schuster Ltd., West Garden Place, Kendal Street, London,

Finally, please find enclosed a copy of file D/Sec(AS)12/5 as requested.

W2 2AQ or via his private internet addres:

Personal data has been redacted in accordance with the Data Protection

ad

Act 1998. seh YO @

in tor



LOOSE MINUTE

D/DAS/64/3

30 October 2003

CL(FS)-Legal

CL(FS)-Legalla

Head of AHB(RAF)

AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR)

DAS-LA-AD

DAS-LA-Ops+Pol

ME8 QUEST FOR INFORMATION ON THE PUBLICATION OF
MR N POPE’S BOOK- OPEN SKIES CLOSED MINDS

Reference A: Meeting of 9" October 2003

1. Further to reference A, I have now examined the documents held by DAS in relation to

request for information, AHB-PCB(AIR) have also reviewed the information they

hold.

2. When considering this request we have to balance right to request access to

information under the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information (the Code) and

the wider public interest in the information, with the rights of Mr Pope under the Data

Protection Act 1998. Mr Pope may also reasonably expect that we would not disclose to a third

party information which he may have understood was supplied in confidence.

XY Sisject = wro's or kis book 7



5. I therefore propose that we withhold all of these papers, partly under the Data

Protection Act 1998, and partly under Exemption 2 (/nternal discussion and advice- internal

opinion, advice, recommendation, consultation and deliberation), and Exemption 14

(Information given in confidence-information supplied by a person who was not under any

legal obligation, whether actual or implied to supply it, and has not consented to its

disclosure) of the Code.

6 I should be grateful if CL(FS)-Legal1 staff could examine the enclosed copies of the

DAS papers and advise as to whether I have correctly identified personal information that

should be withheld under DPA 98. All addressees please confirm if you are content with this

approach and any comments you have on the attached draft reply to Fe

7. I would be grateful for replies by COP 11 November 2003.

DAS-LA-Ops+Poll



LOOSE MINUTE

D/IC&L(F&S)/29/8/4

10 November 2003

DAS-LA-OpstPol1

Copy: Head of AHB(RAF) S

H- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON THE PUBLICATION
OF MR N POPE’S BOOK — OPEN SKIES CLOSED MINDS

Ref: D/DAS/64/3 dated 30 October 2003

1. Thank you for reference which | have discussed with CL(FS)-Legal 1 and this

is our combined response. Having examined the material involved we agree that

it should be withheld from |for the reasons identified. | think that the
line given to the Press Office in June 95 in response to the Mail on Sunday

remains valid today, namely that details of specific applications for approval are

private between the Department and the individual concerned.

2. It is important to recognise that it is not just Mr Pope’s rights under DPA 98

that are at issue. Personal data relating to many other parties is included in the

material and the same considerations apply equally to them. Also | am a little

hesitant about describing information from Mr Pope as being supplied “in

confidence”. | think it more accurate to say that Mr Pope might reasonably

expect that the correspondence formed part of the employer/employee

relationship giving rise to the common law duty of confidentiality.

3. We have looked carefully at the material and that marked personal

information. There are passages not marked which we consider to also be

personal data. In fact there is so much that could be described as personal data

within the papers that its redaction is unlikely to leave a meaningful text. | attach

one document with additional personal data highlighted as an illustration of this.

As a result there are some suggested amendments to the draft reply to

S attached. | have added a new paragraph to address

suggestion of redacting personal data. On reflection, it would be sensible for any

appeal ‘ora on the DPA aspects to be sent here rather than the
PTC DPO in this case which is rather more complex than the relatively

straightforward SAR complaints that the internal complaints procedure was set

up to handle.

4. Please call if you wish to discuss any of the comments.

CL(FS)-Legal1a
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DRAFT

eo

Further to my letter of 13 October I am now in a position to give you a

substantive reply to your request for copies of internal MOD files and

correspondence relating to Mr Pope’s book Open Skies, Closed Minds.

In light of your letters of 2" and 11 September and your further request

to include papers held by the Publications Clearance Branch, we have

reviewed the papers concermed to see if any of the documents could be

released with some redaction. We have, however, reached the conclusion

that it is not possible to supply the information you have requested, but it

may assist you if we clarify our reasons for this decision.

Ministry of Defence regulations state that any serving or former member

of the Armed Forces or Civil Service who wishto publish a book,

monograph, article, letter or other textual material concerning information

they gained as a result of their official duties, must seek permission from

the appropriate Departmental Publications Clearance branch before

publication. A copy of the manuscript is supplied, and the Publications

Clearance branch, in consultation with the department(s) concerned with

the subject matter, examine it for any details which cause concern with



regard to comments or disclosure of material such as; classified

information; information given to the MOD in confidence; comments

about relations between civil servants and Ministers; information that

would undermine security or our national interests or anything that MOD

would regard as objectionable about individuals or organisations. Any

concerns raised are discussed with the author before permission for

publication is granted. I must stress that this process is not designed to

stop individuals expressing their personal views, even if these differ from

those of the MOD, but rather to prevent the unauthorised release of

information which could be damaging for the reasons stated.

With regard to the documents that you have requested, these contain / .~< “--{ «%-”

bs heeuthny hk Me Beer ore ie f Wie Cod SANE Yrtiid. Hint Hest POE pan, met ON,

and internal discussion about the

contents of Mr Pope’s original manuscript (some of which may not have

appeared in the final published version of his book). [ Much of this
~¥

discussion involved interpretation of official documentation,| In engaging
trscekd Nawe Meson Az °

in this process Mr Pope sould expect that his manuscript and

correspondence about its contents would remain confidential between fini ifr Ads

triplesfee

and would not be disclosed to a third party without his permission. It

would also undermine the whole publication clearance process if
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individuals are requested to remove or alter text before publication and

that which is changed, is later communicated to a third party.

| Your request is therefore refused with some material being withheld

under the Data Protection Act 1998 and the rest under Exemption 2

(Internal discussion and advice) and Exemption 14 (Information given in

confidence) of the Code of Practice on Access to Government

7 .
Information. j See peposc Wtcel> at AWE

If you are unhappy with our decision to refuse you information under the

Data Protection Act 1998 you-can-complainto the Information

4

Cemmissioner. You may, however, ask MOD to review this decision by

Mobs Qik. Petechnn Offer, oaA Ree rn GOY

writing to Fhe-RAFPersennelandTraining Command, Data Protection—
Ct Cnlhes Coure, I-\S St Gate Hagn Shreet honclon. Loo 2H CLD
Officer Reom-G24, Building 225, HQ PIC. RAF lnnsworth, Gloucester,

GLHEZ, setting out your reasons. This does not affect your right to

approach the Information Commissioner, which you may do at any time.

If you wish to appeal against our decision to refuse information under the

Code of Practice on access to Government Information, you should write

to the Ministry of Defence, Directorate of Information (Exploitation),

Room 8198, St Giles Court, 1-13 St Giles High Street, London WC2H

8LD requesting that the decision be reviewed. If following the internal



review you remain dissatisfied, you can ask a Member of Parliament to

take up the case with the Parliamentary Commissioner for Administration

(the Ombudsman) who can investigate on your behalf. The Ombudsman

will not, however, consider an investigation until the internal review

process has been completed.

If you have any queries about the contents of Mr Pope’s book you are, of

course, at liberty to contact him direct either through his publishers,

Simon & Schuster Ltd., West Garden Place, Kendal Street, London,

W2 2AQ or via his private internet address Iii

Finally, please find enclosed a copy of file D/Sec(AS)12/5 as requested.

Personal data has been redacted in accordance with the Data Protection

Act 1998.



ANNEX

Your request is therefore refused since to lawfully process the personal data

within the material requires compliance with the DPA 98 and in our opinion none

of the processing conditions permit MOD’s lawfully disclosing to you. Your

request is also refused under Exemption 2 (Internal discussion and advice) and

Exemption 14 (Information given in confidence) of the Code of Practice on

Access to Government Information.

You have proposed redaction of the personal data and release of the remaining

text. On careful consideration of the material and in view of the definition of

personal data within the Act we have concluded that personal data is so

interwoven within the material that extraction would not be straightforward and

would nfot leave a meaningful text. In any case, such an attempt would be

nugatory given any remaining text would be subject to the Code Exemptions

cited.
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D/AHB(RAF)/4/2 <TR

05 Nov 03

DAS-LA-Ops+Poit Jby Chots)

- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON THE PUBLICATION OF

MR N POPE’S BOOK “OPEN SKIES, CLOSED MINDS”

Reference:

A. D/DAS/64/3 dated 30 October 2003

1. Thank you for the Reference.

2. | of AHB+PCB) and I have considered the draft response to
and we are content apart from the wording of paragraph 3 which refers directly to the

PCB(Air) process. We would prefer this to be amended in line with the attached draft.

As an aside, we notice that the penultimate paragraph of your draft includes BE ivate
e-mail address; might it be better just to say “e-mail address which can be found on the

internet”?

3. I should be grateful if you would confirm that you are content with the revision of

paragraph 3 and we look forward to seeing the comments of CL(F+S)Legal in due course.

(signed)

AHB(RAF)&PCB(Air)

BP266]

Chots classic: AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR)



© ison otvragrgh’ of te deel:
Ministry of Defence regulations state that any serving or former member

of the Armed Forces or Civil Service who wishes to publish a book,

monograph, article, letter or other textual material concerning information or

experiences they gained as a result of their official duties, must seek permission

from the appropriate Departmental Publications Clearance Branch before

publication. A copy of the manuscript is supplied, and the Publications Clearance

Branch, in consultation with the Branches [department(s}] concerned with the

subject matter, examine it for any details which may cause concern with regard to

comments or disclosure of material such as: classified information; information

given to the MOD in confidence; comments about relations between civil

servants and Ministers; information that would undermine security or our national

interests or anything that MOD would regard as objectionable about individuals

or organisations. Any concems raised are discussed with the author before

permission for publication is granted. I must stress that this process is not

designed stop individuals expressing their personal views, even if these differ

from those of the MOD, but rather to prevent the [unauthorised] release of

information which would [eeuld] be [damaging] inappropriate for the reasons

stated and to ensure that any personal viewpoint is not presented as MOD

policy.



ned
LOOSE MINUTE

— DIDAS/64/3

30 October 2003

CL(FS)-Legal

CL(FS)-Legalla

Head of AHB(RAF)

AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR) eS)
DAS-LA-AD

DAS-LA-OpstPol

~ REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON THE PUBLICATION OF

MR _N POPE’S BOOK- OPEN SKIES CLOSED MINDS

Reference A: Meeting of 9" October 2003

1. Further to reference A, 1 have now examined the documents held by DAS in relation to

request for information. AHB-PCB(AIR) have also reviewed the information they

hold.

2. When considering this request we have to balance a iz: to request access to
information under the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information (the Code) and

the wider public interest in the information, with the rights of Mr Pope under the Data

Protection Act 1998. Mr Pope may also reasonably expect that we would not disclose to a third

party information which he may have understood was supplied in confidence,



5. I therefore propose that we withhold all of these papers, partly under the Data

Protection Act 1998, and partly under Exemption 2 (Jnternal discussion and advice- internal

opinion, advice, recommendaton, consultation and deliberation), and Exemption 14

(/nformation given in confidence-information supplied by a person who was not under any

legal obligation, whether actual or implied to supply it, and has not consented to its

disclosure) of the Code.

6. I should be grateful if CL(FS)-Legal1 staff could examine the enclosed copies of the

DAS papers and advise as to whether I have correctly identified personal information that
should be withheld under DPA 98. All addressees please confirm if you are content with this
approach and any comments you have on the attached draft reply |

7. I would be grateful for replies by COP 11 November 2003

DAS-LA-Ops+Poll



DRAFT

Dear

Further to my letter of 13 October I am now in a position to give you a

substantive reply to your request for copies of internal MOD files and

correspondence relating to Mr Pope’s book Open Skies, Closed Minds.

In light of your letters of 2" and 11 September and your further request

to include papers held by the Publications Clearance Branch, we have

reviewed the papers concerned to see if any of the documents could be

released with some redaction. We have, however, reached the conclusion

that it is not possible to supply the information you have requested, but it

may assist you if we clarify our reasons for this decision.

Ministry of Defence regulations state that any serving or former member

of the Armed Forces or Civil Service who wishes to publish a book,

monograph, article, letter or other textual material concerning information

they gained as a result of their official duties, must seek permission from

the appropriate Departmental Publications Clearance branch before

publication. A copy of the manuscript is supplied, and the Publications

Clearance branch, in consultation with the department(s) concerned with

the subject matter, examine it for any details which cause concern with



regard to comments or disclosure of material such as; classified

information; information given to the MOD in confidence; comments

about relations between civil servants and Ministers; information that

would undermine security or our national interests or anything that MOD

would regard as objectionable about individuals or organisations. Any

concems raised are discussed with the author before permission for

publication is granted. I must stress that this process is not designed to

stop individuals expressing their personal views, even if these differ from

those of the MOD, but rather to prevent the unauthorised release of

information which could be damaging for the reasons stated.

With regard to the documents that you have requested, these contain

information personal to Mr Pope and internal discussion about the

contents of Mr Pope’s original manuscript (some of which may not have

appeared in the final published version of his book). Much of this

discussion involved interpretation of official documentation. In engaging

in this process Mr Pope could expect that his manuscript and

correspondence about its contents would remain confidential between

him and those in the Department with a legitimate reason for seeing it,

and would not be disclosed to a third party without his permission. It

would also undermine the whole publication clearance process if



individuals are requested to remove or alter text before publication and

that which is changed, is later communicated to a third party.

Your request is therefore refused with some material being withheld

under the Data Protection Act 1998 and the rest under Exemption 2

(Internal discussion and advice) and Exemption 14 (Information given in

confidence) of the Code of Practice on Access to Government

Information.

If you are unhappy with our decision to refuse you information under the

Data Protection Act 1998 you can complain to the Information

Commissioner. You may, however, ask MOD to review this decision by

writing to The RAF Personnel and Training Command, Data Protection

Officer, Room G24, Building 225, HQ PTC, RAF Innsworth, Gloucester,

GL3 1EZ, setting out your reasons. This does not affect your right to

approach the Information Commissioner, which you may do at any time.

If you wish to appeal against our decision to refuse information under the

Code of Practice on access to Government Information, you should write

to the Ministry of Defence, Directorate of Information (Exploitation),

Room 819B, St Giles Court, 1-13 St Giles High Street, London WC2H

8LD requesting that the decision be reviewed. If following the internal



review you remain dissatisfied, you can ask a Member of Parliament to

take up the case with the Parliamentary Commissioner for Administration

(the Ombudsman) who can investigate on your behalf. The Ombudsman

will not, however, consider an investigation until the internal review

process has been completed.

If you have any queries about the contents of Mr Pope’s book you are, of

course, at liberty to contact him direct either through his publishers,

Simon & Schuster Ltd., West Garden Place, Kendal Street, London,

W? 2AQ or via his private internet address

Finally, please find enclosed a copy of file D/Sec(AS)12/5 as requested.

Personal data has been redacted in accordance with the Data Protection

Act 1998,



DAS-LA-Ops+Pol1

F : AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR)

Sent: 24 October 2003 15:14
To: DAS-LA-Ops+Pol1

Subject: UNCLASS: CIVILIAN REGS

We spoke earlier today. The section that mentions security, etc can be found in the MOD Personnel Manual Vol 7,

Chapter 2, Section 6 "Disclosure of Information”. My apologies for suggesting that this was in Annex M.

Apart from this, Annex N (N for November) same volume, also makes interesting reading.

Have a good weekend!

BP266



Section 6

Disclosure of Information

Section 6 Disclosure of information

6.1 Principles governing disclosure of information

This section describes the principles governing the public disclosure of

information by serving or former members of the Department and sets out the

rules that apply those principles to specific cases. The activities governed by

this section are:

« public lectures and speeches, interviews with or communications to the

press or other media, film, radio and television appearances and

statements to non-Governmental bodies, including MOD-sponsored

conferences and seminars;

« books, monographs, articles, letters or other text, including supposed

fiction; :

« theses for degrees, diplomas or MOD-sponsored fellowships;

« participation in outside study conferences, seminars and discussions

You must not make comment on, or make disclosure of:

«classified or “in confidence” information;

e relations between civil servants and Ministers, and advice given to

Ministers;

e politically controversial issues;

e material covered by copyright, unless prior permission has been

obtained. Particular care must be taken where the origin of the material

is obscure;

e information that would conflict with MOD interests or bring the Civil

Service into disrepute,

e information that may jeopardise the commercial interests of the MOD or

companies or organisations collaborating with the MOD;

* information that would undermine the security or other national interests

of collaborating countries;

e anything that the MOD would regard as objectionable about individuals or

organisations;

You must not publish or broadcast personal memoirs reflecting your

experience as a Government official, or enter into commitments to do so,

while in Crown employment.

6.2 Greater openness in Government requires:

«the fullest possible exposition to Parliament and the public of the reasons

for Government policies and decisions once these have been

announced; and

Volume 7 Conduct
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Section 6

Disclosure of Information

6.3

Chapter 3

Annex M

Paragraph 6.1

6.4

6.5

6.6

6.7

Chapter 3

Annex M

« improving public understanding about the way the processes of

Government work and the factual and technical background to

Government policies and decisions.

Ministers are responsible for the exposition of Government policies and

decisions. Staff must avoid being drawn into public discussion on justification

of Government policies.

Seeking permission

You must obtain authority, before taking part in any outside activity involving.

e the discfosure of information obtained in the course of official duties;

e the use of official experience;

e the public expression of views on official matters.

The procedures for obtaining permission are set out in Annex M to Chapter 3.

You are responsible for seeking this authority in sufficient time to allow proper

consideration. Failure to obtain permission before undertaking any such

activity is a disciplinary offence.

Elected officials of a recognised trades union or staff association do not need

to obtain MOD authority if they are publicising their association’s or union’s

views on an official matter which, because it directly affects the conditions of

service of members, is of legitimate interest to them. This exemption does

not apply to the (probably rare) case where the official duties of the union or

association representative as a public servant are directly concerned with the

matter in question;

You do not need permission to take part in activities organised by, or on

behalf of, unions or staff associations, although conduct in public should still

be consistent with the principles set out above.

International organisations

When serving in an international organisation, or with visiting forces, you

must observe the rules and regulations of that body. You must consult

Defence Information Division (D-INFOD) wherever material concerns the UK,

or in any cases of doubt.

Former members of staff

After leaving the Department you must obtain official sanction from the MOD

before publishing any information gained as a result of your official duties.

Press announcements

Official communications to the Press are made by the public relations staff, or

other duly authorised personnel. You must not comment on issues of a

politically controversial nature.

Broadcasts and media interviews

If you are approached directly about participation in a radio or TV

programme, or about co-operating in the production of a programme you

must report the matter in accordance with the detailed instructions in

Annex M to Chapter 3. A member of the Defence Information Division or a

duly authorised officer must be present at ail press interviews.

30
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Section 6

Disclosure of information

Amdt 4

6.8 Release of information at MOD conferences, seminars, etc

Sponsors of MOD conferences and seminars, at which classified information

is to be discussed, must obtain approval from AD CB Sy before issuing

invitations.

6.9 Political conferences

You must obtain the permission from a senior line manager before attending

conferences of a political nature in an official capacity.

6.10 Outside seminars and study conferences

If you receive an invitation from a non-governmental body to participate in a

study, conference, seminar or discussion you must seek prior permission

from:

e D News CPO - (Chief Press Officer) if serving in Ministry of Defence

Headquarters;

e D Def Sy (Scientific and Technical), if DPA or DSTL personnel (for

clearance of material);

e the TLB holder or his or her delegated representative, if working outside

MOD HQ.

tn any case of doubt you must consult D Def Pol. You must submit texts in

advance in accordance with the procedures set out in the Annex M to

Chapter 3.

6.11 Outside organisations

Yau do not need prior approval to take part in the proceedings of the

following institutes:

e —{nternational Institute for Strategic Studies (ISS).

e Royal Institute of International Affairs (RIIA).

e Royal United Services Institute for Defence Studies (RUSI).

Your participation is, however, subject to the following conditions:

» if nominated by the MOD to participate in a study, conference or seminar

on defence problems you are encouraged to make as useful a

contribution as possible but, if you are in doubt, you shoutd consult D Def

Pol;

e when participating in a discussion, you must be aware that your remarks

may be reported and publicised: you should avoid conflict with MOD or

Government policy;

Annex N « you must not reveal classified or commercially sensitive material.

6.12 Questionnaires

You must not:

« complete outside questionnaires if it involves disclosing detailed and

significant information about official duties. If in doubt you must consult

the security officer or the appropriate publication clearance authority;

Volume 7 Conduct
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Section 6

Disclosure of Information

Amat 4

« take part in your official capacity in surveys or research projects, even

unattributably, if they deal with attitudes or opinions on political matters or

matters of policy.

6.13 Disclosure to others

Instructions are contained in the relevant security manuals about disclosure

of information to:

° MPs;

JSP 440 * foreign governments or foreigners,

¢ committee members, consultants and defence lecturers;

e contractors.

6.14 Defence Press and Broadcasting Advisory Committee (DPBAC}

Defence Advisory Notices are addressed to national and provincial

newspaper editors, to radio and television organisations, and to some

publishers or periodicals and books on defence and related subjects. (DA

Notices are issued and amended on the authority of the DPBAC). The

Secretary of the DPBAC is available at all times to advise on questions that

arise on the application of a DA Notice to some particular set of

circumstances. Any advice requested by the press as a whole on the

publication of items of information which appear to come within the scope of

a DA Notice should be referred to the Secretary DPBAC.

Volume 7 Conduct
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Annex N

Annex N

Confidentiality & Official Info

Amdt 4

Confidentiality and Official Information

Rules

Departments and agencies must remind staff on appointment, retirement or

resignation that they are bound by the provisions of the criminal law,

including the Official Secrets Act, which protect certain categories of official

information, and by their duty of confidentiality owed to the Crown as their

former employee.

Standards of conduct to be reflected in local staff regulations

Civil servants are expected to be prepared to make available official

information which is not held in confidence within Government, in accordance

with Government policy and departmental or agency instructions. They must

not, without relevant authorisation, disclose official information which has

been communicated in confidence within Government or received in

confidence fram others. .

Civil servants must continue to observe this duty of confidentiality after they

have left Crown employment.

Civil servants must not take part in any activities or make any public

statement which might involve the disclosure of official information or draw

upon experience gained in their official capacity without the prior approval of

their department or agency. They must clear in advance material for

publication, broadcasts or public discussion which draws on official

information or experience.

Civil servants must not publish or broadcast personal memoirs reflecting their

experience in Government, or enter into commitments to do so, whilst in

Crown employment. The permission of the Head of the Department and the

Head of the Home Civil Service must be sought before entering into

commitments to publish such memoirs after leaving the service.

Civil servants must not seek to frustrate the policies or decisions of Ministers

by the use or disclosure outside the Government of any information to which

they have had access as civil servants.

Civil servants must not take part in their official capacities in surveys or

research projects, even attributably, if they deal with attitudes or opinions on

political matters or matters of policy.

Volume 7 Conduct
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Annex M

Note *

Note *& *

Note

Annex M

Seeking Permission.

Amat 4

Procedures for Seeking Permission to Speak in

Public, to Lecture, or to Write for Publication

Public speaking

Applications or proposals to make public speeches, or film, radio or television

appearances, or to communicate with the Press or other non-Governmental

bodies, are to be made as follows:

¢ — Staff serving in Ministry of Defence Headquarters must seek prior

approval from the Press Secretary and Chief of Information (D-INFOD),

through their Director or Head of Division. Exceptions to this rule are

authorized for Meteorological Office staff and for certain other individuals

whose duties bring them into regular contact with the Press and public,

but D-INFOD should be consulted in any case of doubt.

¢ Staff serving outside MOD Headquarters must seek the prior approval of

their TLB holder, or of the officer fo whom his responsibility for giving

approval has been delegated. In unusual circumstances, or in any case

of doubt, the TLB holder, or his authorized representative, is to consult

the Press Secretary and Chief of Information. If there is insufficient time

for the necessary consultation, the invitation should normally be refused.

It may be desirable and useful to seek permission in principle before

embarking on the preparation of the full text where the activity is to be given

advance publicity.

The rules on payments for broadcasting, lecturing or writing for publication

are in Chapter 2, Section 4.

Lecturing or writing for publication

Applications for permission to publish any book, monograph, article, letter or

other textual material, to give a public lecture or to put forward any thesis for

a degree or diploma must be submitted through the author's senior line

manager to

» BDCC(Navy) by RN TLBs

e DGC(Army) by Army TLBs and the GOC Ni TLB

* AHB(RAF) PCB (Air) by RAF TLBs

« D Def Sy (Scientific & Technical) CDP’s TLB and for all scientific and

technical subjects from any other TLB, using MOD Form 655

» D News Policy by other TLBs.

Public speeches should be submitted for prior clearance under the procedures for lectures

(paragraph 4) if their text is likely to be published afterwards, or quoted by a broadcasting

authority, newspaper or magazine, either in whole or in part if they contain scientific or technical

data, or if they comment on DPA projects, sa that they may be fully cleared in all respects,

including Crown copyright aspects.

Because service in the Ministry of Defence ts likely to be regarded as conferring a special degree

of authority or importance on statements made by an official speaker, Ministerial approval will be

sought by D-INFOD in all cases concerning personnel serving in the Ministry of Defence.

Normally permission to express views on politically controversial issues will be refused. For any

exception to this rule, D-INFOD will seek the prior approval of the Secretary of State for Defence.

Volume 7 Conduct
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Annex M

Seeking Permission

Amdt 4

5 Staff who undertake a MOD-sponsored Defence Fellowship, a NATO

Research Fellowship or a M Phil Degree Course in International Relations at

Cambridge, and wish to publish the resulting thesis should submit their

application through D Def Pol.

6 Staff must not enter into commitments or negotiations with private publishers

or the organizers of lectures or discussion groups before authority is

obtained. Authors who wish to make forward plans or to give advance

publicity to any such activity are advised to submit a brief synopsis of the text

for approval in principle; the full text must not be forwarded to publishers or

other outside bodies before full approval has been given, and it must make it

clear to any organisers that participation is subject to clearance of the full

text.

7 Texts should be complete with illustrations, drawings, etc. They should be

typewritten and submitted in duplicate. Material for clearance should reach

the appropriate clearance authority as soon as possible and not later than

three clear weeks before it is required, as controversial and technical material

or lengthy books may take a considerable time to clear. Cases of special

urgency can be considered on their merits. If, however, the work is based on

of includes any element of official material, information or experience,

additional problems of Crown copyright may be involved, and the advice of

Copyright Control Section, MOD Library, Great Scotland Yard is to be sought

before any commitment is made to use such material. Written permission

must be obtained from them to reproduce all Crown copyright material,

including extracts, photographs, badges etc in a publication or on a

manufactured item, which is not itself Crown copyright. Permission may be

subject to payment of a reproduction fee. If D-INFOD staff recommend that

there is direct PR value to the MOD, then Copyright Control Section, MOD

Library, Great Scotland Yard may appropriately either reduce or waive the

reproduction fee. MOD authors should submit such cases to DPR staff for

recommendation.

8 Applicants must make it clear in their submission to their senior line

managers whether or not:

« use has been made of official material (published or unpublished) either

by inclusion of extracts from official docurnents or by the use of official

documents as a basis for the work;

» the work includes non-official material (eg material obtained from a

commercial or private source) and, if so, whether the copyright holder

has given written permission for its use;

« the work is based wholly or partly on their official experience or duties; if

the latter, the proportion based on official experience should be stated;

« the work was done in official time, their own time, or both; if the last, the

proportions should be stated,

« — official typing or reproduction facilities were used in preparing the

manuscript;

e a fee or other payment is expected; if so, the amount should be stated.

Volume 7 Conduct

CM-POL/chots/FMB/30/V 4/KW
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Annex M

Seeking Permission

The senior tine manager must state whether or not publication is

recommended when forwarding the application to the clearance authority,

His or her comments should accompany that statement whenever It is

deemed necessary to comment on any aspects of the application, and

particularly where the material deals with scientific, technical or medical

matters that are the concern of his or her Establishment.

Permission to publish will apply only to the text as submitted; if any

alternations, other than those of a purely editorial nature, are made after

permission has been given, further authority must be sought for the

alterations. The granting of permission to publish does not confer official

endorsement of the content of the text. Statements tending to imply that

Official approval has been given, or references to the fact that permission has

been granted, must not be included in any part of the text and are not to be

made separately. A copy of the text will be retained by the Department far

reference.

Material intended for publication in the journals listed below may be

submitted direct to the editors, who will obtain clearance on policy and

security grounds as necessary from Service Directors of Public Relations or

from MOD publication clearance authorities as appropriate:

RUSI Journal Navy News Paper Clips

Naval Review Soldier Preview

Focus RAF News PM World

Articles or notices concerning social or athletic matters which do not

contravene the provisions of security regulations may be published without

authority from the Department.

Volume 7 Conduct

CM-POL/chots/FMB/30/V.4/KW
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Guidance Note 2 Page | of ro".

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998 i

GUIDANCE NOTES

NO. 2: HANDLING SUBJECT ACCESS REQUESTS (SARs)

Under DPA98, individuals (data subjects) are entitled to receive copies of their

personal data. Data subjects must submit a written request (a Subject Access

Request) for such data, either in letter form or on a MOD Form 1694. The SAR must be

accompanied by proof of identity e.g. a recent utilities bill, a copy of an extract from a

passport, driving licence etc. A SAR does not have to mention DPA98 specifically.

The MOD has 40 calendar days from receipt of a SAR containing enough

information for the individual to be identified and the nature of his request

understood in which to provide the complete composite MOD reply to the

individual. Any longer period will be a breach of the Act. Speed of handling is

therefore essential.

SARs from current Service and civilian personnel

In the first instance, individuals should send their request on the attached SAR form to

their own unit DPO. Information is not to be supplied to telephone enquirers. If the unit

is unable to provide the information sought, or the reply requires co-ordination, the unit

is to send the form to either:

« The next tier up in the TLB/Agency (if that is where all the remaining data are

located) or

¢ If the reply is likely to require co-ordination across one or more TLBs/Agencies,

then the SAR is to be sent to the appropriate single Service SAR Co-ordinator (if

the requester is a Service person) or that TLB/Agency's CPMA (for civilian

personnel). They will collate the information and reply to the requester. The single

Service SAR Co-ordinators are: NMASec3, APC Secretary, and PMA(RAF)

Secretary.

SARs from former Service and civilian personnel

These are likely to come into the system at various points. It is likely to be clear from

the SAR that the requester is a former member of the Department. If whoever receives

the request can answer it fully, they are to do so. If they cannot, they are to pass the

request straight to:

Service - the appropriate single Service SAR Co-ordinator.

Civilian - the TLB DPO, who, if the individual has left MOD within the last 12 months,

will try to identify the appropriate PMA. If the individual has not been empioyed by

MOD in the last 12 months and the PMA cannot be identified, the SAR is to be

referred to DSDC Llangennech, who will refer it, together with the personnel records, to

the PMA who last managed the individual.

http:/Avwww.defence.mod.uk/dpo/gn_2.htm 30/10/03
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@ The 40-day clock does not start ticking until individuals have provided both confirmation
of their identity and enough information to enable MOD to start searching for their

records.

SARs from Parliamentarians

The term "Parliamentarian" covers MPs and Peers at Westminster, members of the

three devolved legislatures (Members of the Scottish Parliament (MSP), Welsh

Assembly Members (WAM) and Members of the London Assembly (MLA)). SARs from

Parliamentarians should be passed immediately to the Parliamentary Clerk, who will

arrange for the necessary trawl around MOD using the DPO/DPA network and for the

reply to be sent to the Parliamentarian.

Any personal data relating to the Parliamentarian provided to the Parliamentary Clerk
as a result of the search should be redacted, copied and compiled in a stand-alone
format so that it can be attached to the reply without further action from the

Parliamentary Clerk. Where the personal data consists of a short passage in a longer

document, e.g. in a PQ background note, it will usually be preferable to reproduce the
text on a clean sheet of paper (example follows:)

The following extracts come from the Background Note that must accompany draft

answers to Parliamentary Questions when they are submitted to Ministers for

approval:

e “This is the first question raised by A. N. Other (Conservative, Neverland) about

this incident ... Mr Other has also recently written on behalf of a constituent about

the authorisation of such an event. ”

e “This MP has not previously asked a question on the 1234 Project — or any other

procurement issue. We are not aware of a constituency interest in the 1234

programme.”

Correspondence from Parliamentarians involving disclosure of personal data relating

to their constituents or others must be handled in accordance with Guidance Note 16.

SARs from Ministry of Defence Police ( MDP) Officers

SARs from MDP Officers should be sent to:

Sec(MDP}Co-ord

Room 114

Building 1070

Headquarters

Wethersfield

Braintree

Essex CM7 4AZ

MDP(Sec) will liaise within the Department as necessary and respond to the Officer.

All Other SARs

This includes requests from former Service and civilian personnel who have not
identified themselves as such in their initial letter to MOD, as well as foreign nationals

or those who have ne employment link with the Department (e.g. journalists, authors or

http://Awww.defence.mod.uk/dpo/gn_2.htm 30/10/03
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@ members of the public). In such cases, whoever receives the letter should send it,
without acknowledgement, to the appropriate SAR Co-ordinator (if the Service or

civilian recipient is on a Service unit) or the appropriate TLB/Agency DPO (if the

recipient is a member of an entirely civilian unit). The SAR Co-ordinator/DPO is to send

the requester a copy of the attached specimen letter, appropriately modified. If, on

receipt of the reply (which needs to contain enough information to start searching for

that individual's records and confirmation of their identity), they can answer the request

fully, they are to do so. If they cannot, they are to consider whe is best placed to reply

and redirect the request accordingly. Common sense will need to be applied.

Charging

Current MOD policy is not to charge anyone making a request to see their records,

whether they are non-medical or medical. Any payment should therefore be returned

with the reply.

Complaints procedure

DPA 98 allows individuals to complain to the Information Commissioner if they consider

that an organisation has not handled their personal data in accordance with the Act.

Before that step is taken, we would prefer the individual to use the following appeal

procedure:

e The first reply to the requester should ask them to contact the writer if they are

unhappy with the reply.

« Should the requester do so, the next reply must conclude with the following

wording:

“If you feel that the information in this reply is incomplete or it

does not reflect the information you believe might be held about

you, you may ask MOD to review the reply (or the decision not

to release the information) or ask for further information. In such

circumstances you should set out your reasons and write to:

‘Name and contact - see below)

This does not affect your right to approach the Information

Commissioner, which you may do at any time."

The contact details are:

« Unit-level letters should provide the details of their appropriate

TLB/‘Agency/CPMA Data Protection Officer.

e TLB/Agency/CPMA letters should provide the details of the appropriate single

Service/Civilian DPO.

« Single Service/Civilian DPO should provide the details of the MOD DPO. (Mrs

Alexander is to be referred to as "the MOD DPO" and not as "DC&L(F&S)". Her

post title could well give the wrong impression to those unfamiliar with the

Department.)

http://www.defence.mod.uk/dpo/gn_2.htm 30/10/03
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@ This procedure applies, irrespective of whether the requester is a current or former
member of the MOD or has no employment links with the Department. It does not

remove the right of serving personnel to use either redress of complaint (for Service

personnel) or the grievance procedures (for civilian staff) if they consider that incorrect

data or information processed had led to an injustice. We hope that the system above

will deliver a speedier response than using either of the existing Departmental

complaints procedures. Internal delay in addressing DPA-related compiaints could well

lead to individuals appealing to the Information Commissioner on matters that could

easily be resolved within the Department.

Reissued by C&L(F&S)Legal on 4 July 2003

An HTML version of the SAR form is not available. Please download the word version

of this Guidance Note for a copy of the form including completion notes and a

specimen letter to requesters fo seek further information information.

RIGHT CLICK (SAVE AS) TO DOWNLOAD THE WORD VERSION OF THIS

GUIDANCE NOTE

hitp://www.defence.mod.uk/dpo/gn_2.htm 30/10/03



MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Atrspace)

Operations and Policy 1

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue,

LONDON WC2N 5BP

Telephone: (Direct (il

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

(Fax)

CHOts address: DAS-LA-Ops+Poll

E-Mail: das-laopspoll @defence.mod.uk

FAX MESSAGE

TO ReC8 4in)- Air Historical Branch

suBECT I eauest for Information

DATE: 16 October 2003

NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS COVER: 3

T have been out of the office for a couple of days and have just realised that I have not

sent you i letters concerning his request for information, as promised.

Sorry, here they are.



DOCUMENTS COPIED FROM FILE

D/SEC(AS)64/1 Pt A — UFOs Policy

Enclosures 21/1 & 21/2

Fee >

"VW! S



e LOOSE MINUTE

pea?

pea®

D/NP/Pers

10 Oct 95

Head of GF — carough

Copy to:

Hd Sec(AS)*

CM(IR&C)7*

* By CHOTS

UFO BOOK —- PUBLICATION

Reference: D/NP/Pers dated 1 May 95

—_



[Signed]

NG POPE

GF (Pol yib

“50267 io
E Mail! “1



LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(AS)65/3(MF242/95)

11 October 1995

Head of GF

Copy to: CM(IR&C)7

PCB(Air)

GF(Pol)1b((Mr Pope)]

UFO BOOK ~ PUBLICATION



(Original signed)

Head of Sec(As

MB7257

CHOTS:PS/Hd of SEC(AS)



DOCUMENTS COPIED FROM FILE

D/SEC(AS)20/4 Pt C — Public Relations, Clearances





MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
: Publications Clearance Branch (Air), Room 308

&, 3-5, Great Scotland Yard, London, SW1A 2HW

Telephone (Direct Dialling)

(Switchboard)

(Fax)

0171 218 $000

Mr N G Pope Your reference
GF(Pol)1

Room 0262 Our referenceMAIN BorDine | PCB(Air}3409 & 3443
Date

21 August 1995

CLEARANCE FOR OPEN PUBLICATION/PRESENTATION - "OPEN SKIES ,CLOSED
MINDS" (2ND VERSION/SUBNISSION)AND LECTURE BY NG POPE.

PCB(Air)

Copy to:-

Head of Sec(AS)
Head of CM(IR&C)7
Head of GF



LOOSE MINUTE Ay .
D/Sec(AS)20/4 

°

18 August 1995

PCB(Air)

CLEARANCE FOR OPEN PUBLICATION/PRESENTATION - MR NG POPE

=
Sec(AS)2



Fri Aug 18, 1995 10:48 mailbox standard Page 1 . ia

DATE FROM SUBJECT CODES
18/08/95 AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR) Pubs Clearance, UFO Book & Lecture [ i]

Sent : 18/08/95 10:35 Delivered: 18/08/95 10:42
To : SEC(AS)2

ce :

Ref > 146

From : AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR)

Subject Pubs Clearance, UFO Book & Lecture

Text :

PCB(Air)

Priority: Normal View Acknowledge [*] Attachments [1]
Reply Request { ] Codes [--++r++-- ]

ne



CLEARANCE FOR OPEN PUBLICATION/PRESENTATION - “OPEN SKIES ,CLOSED

MINDS" (2ND VERSION/SUBMISSTON) AND LECTURE BY N G POPE

4

Copy to:-

Head of Sec(AS)

Head of CM(IR&C)7

Head of GFEPsk)

Hidden Copy to:

Head of CM(A)2

D HQ Sy



RESTRICTED

STAFF

UNCLASSIFIED

LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec({AS) /20/4*

11 August 1995

PCB(Air)

Copy to:

Head of CM(IR&C)

Head of CM(A)2

Head of GF(Pol)

D MOD Sy

CLEARANCE FOR OPEN PUBLICATION/PRESENTATION - UFO BOOK (2ND
VERSION/SUBMISSION) AND LECTURE BY N G POPE

STAFF

RESTRICTED

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED
RESTRICTED

STAFF

STAFF

RESTRICTED

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED
RESTRICTED

STAFF

The Lecture

STAFF

RESTRICTED

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED
RESTRICTED

STAFF

Sec(AS)2

MB8247

UNCLASSIFIED
STAFF

RESTRICTED
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Ser

Editorial
The alleged Roswell archive

film footage rages on, and

despite huge question marks

In respect of its authenticity,

its owners continue to

Promote the material as being genuine. Offers of

between $1.7 million and $7 million have been

2 openly mooted.

As you will see in our exclusive account of this
sorry affair, television companies place little

importance on analysis, more how the material

will impact upon the viewing public.

Ina remarkable swipe at those who have sought

to view, examine and authenticate the footage,
such as Stanton T, Friedman, the original

investigator of the 1947 Roswell crash, they

pronounce:

“Whilst we respect Mr. Friedman's history, profile

and standing within the UFO community, we

believe the material will be best served by neutral
researchers who have no personal vested

interest in its future.”

in effect, those who have a vested interest in the

commercial marketing and promotion of this

footage have excluded those within the

intemational UFO community who would dare to
challenge the authenticity of this film.

if anyone has a personal vested interest in this

archive, it is surely Friedman, who has laboured
long and hard over 17 years to unearth the truth
behind what occurred at Roswell.

Whist much attention has been naturally focused
On this affair, another intriguing development has

taken place, with the announcement by Nick
Pope, former head of AS2 (Air Staff 2), the official
UK government bady that looks at UFO reports
within the Ministry of Defence, that he intends to

publish a book about his 3-year involvement:
Open Skies ~ Closed Minds: Official Reaction to
the UFO Phenomenon,

Nick is now firmly of the opinion that UFOs and
the ETH (extraterrestrial hypothesis) are one of
the same. He is still employed by the MoD, who
are naturally feeling somewhat uneasy at his -

decision to speak out so publicly. | can tell you
that his decision to “come out" was nottaken ~ -~
lightly, but he is willing to accept the conse-
quences. It took an extraordinary amount of
courage to do what he has done. His life is about
to change forever, and we should all offer him our

emmenctriseusmn,

APT ABEa

STORMSA Hs REET EEL APE PLEAS SR LL ERIE DIAN PIAS OP

Contrary£0 opintoTgere is photography

data which allegtiga San alien . Ss

wy

On 7th November 1983, police sergeant
. Anthony Dodd, encountered a UFO on a

~ 2). onely country lane near the West =
~ Yorkshire village of

Addingham. He managed to

take several sensational

pictures which have defied all

Scientific attempts to rationally .

‘explain the phenomena,

A fitting epitaph to the closure, derived

from the ‘Groom Lakegl ‘

26, @ARER SI -

FREECOM GE CLOSE

sar wa Ne eit UFO Mager miSQOKT Scommmeceded retail 2
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dayattheageofcolumn,drippingsarcasm.Thehimselfrumourednot10beas
other

earthmen
,

‘From1991ro1994IworkedintheSecretariat(AirStaff)2A.Iwasthe,MoD’sUFOdeskoffi-theevidenceandtheexperttesti-mony,IcameoutoftharjobcentageofwhatarecommonlytermedUFOsmaywellbeextra-terrestrialinorigin.”:askedhim?‘No.’:r,withsomethingapproach-
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electro-magneticpulsescanaf-somesortofsensoryperceptionhadalawthresholdfortemporaloffhallucinations.’Buttemporallobeepilepsycanbethefirstmanifestationofawams:‘AnyonewhosecsaUFO
logicalabnormalitytriggeringthe

hallucinations,”
bomber,ProjectAurora,iscur-beingmistakenforaUFO.‘Newt’Newton.Whatactuallycheckingforradiationfrom

tionofrelativelycommonana-cus,membranesovertheeyes—chancethatalienswouldlooklikebeenalltheseyearsandwhytheyObserverbetsChannel4show-beprovedtobeahoaxbeforethe



Head of Sec(AS)

THE POPE BOOK - VERSION 2

yf





mS er Led ConA cy promcdeck .

PUBLICATION CLEARANCE - NG POPE: "OPEN SKIES, CLOSED MINDS"

2ND DRAFT

Rules and Regulations
an

Detailed Comments

Introduction

















Fri Jun 30, 1995 12:33 mailbox standard Page

DATE FROM SUBJECT B
30/06/95 CM(TR+C)7c1 MR N G POPE - PRESS INTEREST { |

Sent : 30/06/95 11:42 Delivered: 30/06/95 12:26
To : SEC(AS)2 a
ce : AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR) ,GF(POL)1 ome
Ref : 73 ie
From > CM(IR+C)7c1 4 us
Subject : MR N G POPE - PRESS INTEREST See

Text : Please find attached CM(IR&C)7c's response. ;

Priority: Normal View Acknowledge [ ] Attachments [1]
Reply Request { ] Codes [-+s+++-



LOOSE MINUTE

D/CM(IR&C)1/9/1

Jun 95

Sec (AS)2

Copy to:

PCB(AIR)

GF(Pol)1

APPLICATION FOR PUBLICATION CLEARANCE - MR N G POPE - PRESS
INTEREST

Reference: D/Sec(AS)20/4 dated 29 Jun 95.

(Signed]

CM(IR&C)7c

RH358



a 2te aly

Fri Jun 30, 1995 12:43 mailbox log Page 1 Z&E :

DATE TO SUBJECT

30/06/95 DPO(RAF) Mr Pope's Book - Press Ref: 135

Sent : 30/06/95 12:38

To : DPO(RAF)

ce :

Ref : 135

Subject: Mr Pope's Book - Press Interest

Text : You spoke to yesterday about an approach from
of the Mail on Sunday. We cannot comment on the

specifics of the case, but I attach a line to take which has
been cleared with PCB(Air) and CM(IR&C).

Priority: Normal View Acknowledge (*]j Attachments [1]

Reply Request { J Delivery Acknowledge [ ] page 1

Bec

Auth by :

Defer Date : Defer Time :

No Redirection [ }

page 2



PUBLICATIONS CLEARANCE - MR N G POPE - LINE TO TAKE

All MOD personnel wishing to publish a book which draws on

their official experience or information obtained in the course

of their duties, or which expresses views on official matters,

are required to seek MOD approval before doing so. Details of

specific applications for approval are private between the

Department and the individual concerned.



LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(AS)20/4

29 June 1995

CM(IR&C)7¢

PCB(Air)

Copy to:

GF(Pol)1

APPLICATION FOR PUBLICATION CLEARANCE - MR N G POPE - PRESS
INTEREST

3. We need to give the Press Office a line to take, and I
attach a draft. As you will note, I would not propose to
comment on this specific case. With apologies for the short
fuse, I would be grateful for comments on or clearance of the
line by 1130 on Friday 30 June.

Sec(AS)2

MB824



'@

Puls Mop civii=servants wishing to publish a book which draws on

their official experience or information obtained in the course

of their duties, or which expresses views on official matters,

are required to seek MOD approval before doing so. Details of

specific applications for approval are (confidential between the

Department and the individual concerned.



LOOSE MINUTE

D/NP/Pers

24 May 95

Copy to:

Hd of GFr* }

Hd of Sec(AS)* } Without attachment

Hd of CM(IR)7* }

* By CHOTS

UFO BOOK - CLEARANCE FOR PUBLICATION

References:

A. PCB(Air)3409 dated 4 Apr 95

B. D/NP/Pers dated 1 May 95

{Signed]

N G POPE

GF(Pol)1b

\ i302 62
E Mail: GF(POL)1B-1



LOOSE MINUTE Tie \odanan

L Vat

1 May 95 wan v ANG

PCB(Air) 7, ae deiA waa wi’

Copy to: 4 -

Head of Sec(AS)* y la.
Head of CM(IR)7*

Head of GF(Pol)* Lely.

D/NP/Pers

* By CHOTS

UFO BOOK — CLEARANCE FOR PUBLICATION

Reference: PCB(Air)3409 dated 4 Apr 95



(Signed]

N G POPE

GF (Pol) .

MB0262

BE Mail: 1B-1_\



UNCLASSIFIED

LOOSE MINUTE

PCB(Air)3409

04 Apr 95

Head of Sec(AS)

Head of GF(Pol)

Head of CM(IR&C)7

Head of CM(A)2

D_ MOD Sy

RESTRICTED

STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

yt

NG POPE - PUBLICATION CLEARANCE

Reference:

A. D/Sec(AS)/20/4(MF81/95) dated 27 Mar 95

AHB(RAF)&PCB(Air)

SY308

Fax:

E Mail: AHB(RAF)-PCB(

UNCLASSIFIED
STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

RESTRICTED



MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Publications Clearance Branch (Air), Rm 308

3-5, Great Scotiand Yard, London, SW1A 2HW

Telephone (Direct Dialling)(

(Switchboard) | 0174218 9000

(Fax)

Mr N G Pope Your reference
GF(Pol)1b

Room 0262 Our reference
MAIN BUILDING PCB(Air)3409

Date

04 April 1995

CLEARANCE FOR PUBLICATION - “OPEN SKIES, CLOSED MINDS - OFFICIAL
REACTIONS TO THE UFO PHENOMENON"

Copy to:

Head of Sec(AS)

Head of CM(IR&C)7
Head of GF(Pol)



LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(As) /20/4

4 Apr 95

PCB(Air) -

PUBLICATIONS CLEARANCE - MR POPE

Sec(AS)2a



e Publications Clearance Branch (Air), Rm 308

Mr N G Pope

GF(Pol)1b

Room 0262

MAIN BUILDING PCB(Air)3409

03 April 1995

CLEARANCE FOR PUBLICATION — "OPEN SKIES, CLOSED MINDS - OFFICIAL

REACTIONS TO THE UFO PHENOMENON"

PCB(Air)

Copy to:

Head of Sec(AS)

Head of CM(IR&C)7

Head of CM(A)2

Head of GF(Pol)

D MOD Sy
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DATE FROM SUBJECT CODES

03/04/95 AHB(RAF)—PCB(AIR) PUBLICATIONS CLEARANCE — MR POPE [ ]

Sent : 03/04/95 13:24 Delivered: 03/04/95 13:25

To : SEC(AS)2A (1)

Cc H

Ref : 105

From : AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR)

Subject : PUBLICATIONS CLEARANCE - MR POPE

Text : jo]

rreg”|
Priority: Normal View Acknowledge [ ] Attachments [1]

Reply Request [ J Codes [+-e+-+++++]
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cd Publications Clearance Branch (Air), Rm 308

: —

Mr N G Pope

GF(Pol)1b

Room 0262

MAIN BUILDING PCB(Air) 3409

03 April 1995

CLEARANCE FOR PUBLICATION -— “OPEN SKIES, CLOSED MINDS — OFFICIAL

REACTIONS TO THE UFO PHENOMENON"

JAMS

a
PCB(ALL)

Copy to:

Head of Sec(AS)

Head of CM(IR&C)7

Head of CM(A)2

Head of GF(Pol)

D MOD Sy



RESTRICTED

STAFF-IN—CONF IDENCE

UNCLASSIFIED

LOOSE MINUTE

D/CM(IR&C)1/9/1

% Mar 95

PCB(Air)

Copy to:

Head of Sec(AS)

Head of CM(A)2

Head of GF(Pol)

D MOD Sy

N_G POPE - PUBLICATION CLEARANCE

References:

A. D/Sec(AS)/20/4 (MF80/95) dated 27 March 95
B. D/Sec(AS)/20/4 (MF81/95) dated27 March 95

UNCLASSIFIED



. RESTRICTED

. STAFF-IN-CONF IDENCE —
. > ay >®@ UNCLASSIFIED . \. aa

LOOSE MINUTE ° 7

D/Sec(AS) /20/4(MF81/95) . ‘ 2 |

27 March 95 a

PCB(Air)

Copy to:

Head of CM(IR&C)

Head of CM{A)2

Head of GF(Pol)

D MOD Sy

NG POPE — PUBLICATION CLEARANCE

STAFF-—IN-CONFIDENCE

RESTRICTED

UNCLASSIFIED



RESTRICTED

STAFF-IN—-CONFIDENCE

ar) UNCLASSIFIED «

Head of Sec(AS

)MB7257

STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

RESTRICTED

- UNCLASSIFIED



RESTRICTED

STAFF—-IN—CONF IDENCE

UNCLASSIFIED 2 3.

LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(AS) /20/4(MF80/95)

27 March 95

Head of CM(IR&C)

Head of CM(A)2

Head of GF(Pol)

D MOD Sy

MR N G POPE: PUBLICATION CLEARANCE

1. I attach a copy of a loose minute to PCB(Air) dealing with

a draft book by Mr N G Pope, which has been submittedfor
publications clearance. [Mr Pope served as an_EO in Sec(AS)
until July 1994, and is now an HEO in GF(Pol)} One of Mr Pope's
responsibilities in Sec(AS) was as the focal point for the”

receipt of reports of unexplained aerial phenomena (commonly.

known as UFOs), and it is this aspect of his work which is

covered in the book. .

STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

RESTRICTED

UNCLASSIFIED



RESTRICTED

STAFF-—IN-CONFIDENCE
@ 

UNCLASSIFIED

6. In view of the volume of paper involved I am not copying

Mr Pope's draft to you, but it could be made available if

required. I would of course be happy to discuss.

—..,

Head of Sec(AS

1MB7257

UNCLASSIFIED
STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

RESTRICTED



RESTRICTED

STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

‘@ UNCLASSIFIED

Head of Sec(As)
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UNCLASSIFIED

STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

RESTRICTED



PUBLICATION CLEARANCE - NG POPE: “OPEN SKIES, CLOSED MINDS"

Detailed Comments

Introduction
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Conclusion
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RESTRICTED

STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

UNCLASSIFIED

PUBLICATION CLEARANCE - NG POPE: "OPEN SKIES, CLOSED MINDS"

Further detailed comments by Sec(AS)2

Introduction

STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

RESTRICTED

UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED
RESTRICTED

STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

UNCLASSIFIED

STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

RESTRICTED
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RESTRICTED

UNCLASSIFIED

STAFF — IN CONFIDENCE

MR N G POPE



UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED
RESTRICTED



LOOSE MINUTE

PCB(Air)3409

15 Feb 95

CLEARANCE FOR OPEN PUBLICATION/PRESENTATION - "OPEN SKIES,
CLOSED MINDS" OFFICIAL REACTIONS TO THE UFO PHENOMENON BY NG
POPE

Reference:

A. D/NP/Pers dated 1 Feb 95

AHB(RAF)&PCB(Air)

GSY308

CB(AIR) PCB



LOOSE MINUTE Bran.

D/NP/Pers

1 Feb 95

PCB(Air) -

Copy to:

Sec(AS)2

PUBLICATIONS CLEARANCE - UFO BOOK

i ae i 
NG POPE

¥ * GF(Po



LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(AS) /20/4

Mar 95

PCB(Air)

Copy to:

CM(IR&C)

CM(A)2

GF(Pol)1

D MOD Sy

N_G POPE ~— PUBLICATION CLEARANCE



Head of Sec(AS)
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20 Mar 95 4

cn > Laos
Sec(AS)2a — (by Email)|

CLEARANCE F LICATION/PRESENTATION - "C LE
LECTURE” AND "UFOs BOOK" BY N G POPE

~>

(signed 7

&PCB(Air)

GSY308

Fax:

E Mail: AHB(RAF)-PCB(AIR)
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PUBLICATION CLEARANCE — NG POPE: "OPEN SKIES, CLOSED MINDS"

Detailed Comments ce)
Introduction













Conclusion







RESTRICTED
) STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE Porn

oye ,

UNCLASSIFIED i %
(2.

FILE NOTE e.

D/Sec(AS) 20/4

i

UNCLASSIFIED
STAFF-IN-CONFIDENCE

RESTRICTED
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LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(AS)20/4

10 February 1995

crrol)
Copy to:

Head of Sec(AS)

CM(IR&C)7c
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e LOOSE MINUTE
D/NP/Pers

3 Feb 95

Sec(AsS)2

Copy to:
PCB(Air)

CM(IREC)7¢ -

(Signed)

N G POPE

GF(Pol)1b

MB0262 |



LOOSE MINUTE

D/NP/Pers

17 Jan 95

Sec(AS)2

Copy to:

PCB(Air)

UFO BOOK ~ PUBLICATIONS CLEARANCE

Reference: D/Sec(AS)20/4 dated 4 Jan 95

NG POPE

GF (Pol

\MB0262i



LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(AS)20/4

4 January 1995

GF(Pol) - Mr Pope

Copy to:PCB(Air) A
UFO BOOK - PUBLICATIONS CLEARANCE





Fax sent by

FINANCIAL AUTHORISATION FORM

67/16/83 15:21

FOR THE SUPPLY OF SERVICES FROM MODUS SERVICES PLC

Send completed form to:

Conference Bookings

Amey Business Services

Room 114

St Giles Court

Part 1. Originator’s Details

Tel:

Fax

Date actioned:

Actioned by:

5696S//Booking Ref. No: MR

Your Name Building/Room Z

(BLOCK CAPITALS No. mr &[73
Rank: Full tel. no.

Section: Full fax no.

Your signature: Date: a
= gl iof 205

Estimated cost: Confirmation YES NO
Faxed YES NO

Details of the service required:

overleaf}

(Please indicate which category this request comes under and provide further details

Visual Aids Catering |. Conf Rm No. Bidg/Rm No,5/3, aT

Part 2. Financial Authorisation"

Budget Holder’s Approval:

recorded this commitment for RAB purposes.
| have scrutinised the above request and my Financial Approval is hereby granted.

! certify that funds are available for this order and should be charged to the following UIN:

| have

UIN GI/210/%E A

Signature

Budget Manager’s details

Date:

$ lol03

Name (BLOCK CAPITALS Position/Appointment

“DHS (Kae VAn

Building Room Number Tel. No.

MT 6 (8

“This form should be examined, approved and signed by the Budget Manager or an Officer
with delegated budgetary authority; the signatory’s full name should also be provided.

Forms which are illegible, incorrect or incomplete will be returned to the branch or unit for

correction or clarification.

Requests will not be processed unless accompanied with a completed copy of this form.

Forms should be completed in typescript or in block capitals, using black ink.

iaaue fin 07 Gaved 78 02.00
Page1 ot?

aw
Ag

For Conference Bookings use onl SIM :
alt

f



Fax sent by
67/18/83

DETAILS OF THE SERVICE REQUIRED

15:21 Pg: 343

Date Required 9 fic] 2003

Building | 47~

No. of Personnel 7

Catering

Bottled Water - Sparkling

Bottled Water - Still

Coffee & Biscuits (Per Person)

Coffee & Biscuits (VIP Per Person)

Tea & Biscuits (Per Person)

Tea & Biscuits (VIP Per Person)

House Wine (Red)

House Wine (White)

Orange Juice n
o
o
o
g
o
s
d
d

Time 30

Room No. Service Required In) 5 | 3}

Contact on Site

Canned Minerals

Sandwich Lunch (One Round)

Menu 'A’ (Per Person)

Menu 'B' (Per Person)

Joel Brioche Canapé (Per Person)

Pick N' Mix

Bits N’ Bobs

Fresh Fruit Platter (Per Person)

Afternoon Cakes

VIP Package (Chine/Cutlery)

Strictly for VIPs only

48 hours notice required on all buffet/sandwich lunches.

n
o
o
g
o
o
n
G
H

L
a IN

Tea/Coffee etc. orders must be received by 10.00 a.m. for the following day.

Visual_Aids

Overhead Projector

Projection System (Power Point}

Slide Projector

Television (Check for Availability)

Video (Check for Availability)

Flipchart with Paper & Pens

Whiteboard & 4 Colours

Screen

Extension Leads n
o
o
o§

Please note that this furm will not be actioned without the Conference Booking

Reference No. MR _S being quoted when placing the orderM45



Fax sent by : 
67/14/83 1S:21

Booking Reference: MR56945/1

ATIENTION: BOOKINGS FOR MEETINGS ON OR AFTER 01/03/04
CAN ONLY BE MADE PROVISIONALLY.

Contact : UIN: F6208A

Tet. : Cost Cantre : DAS2F2

Description : INTERNAL MEETING Cost Code : Tariff Contract

Booking Status: PR Att. : 7

Booking Notes: ALL THE ATTENDEES ARE PASS HOLDERS AB

PLEASE SUPPLY SEATING FOR 7 AB

From: 9 OCT 2003 11:00 Builiding : METROPOLE

To: 9 OCT 2003 13:30 Location : §31-MEETING ROOM

Facilities Required _ 1 aty Cost | Delivery Time

—_

Notes :

|Catering Required aty | Cost Delivery Time
COFFEE & BISCUITS (PER PERSON) ? 2.70 11:30

110]
Notes :

_ 

‘Total:| 
770

Please note: 24hrs notice is required to cancel catering orders and hire of audio visual equipment.
Failure to do sc may rasuit In a charge being made.

Conference Bookings : _ Conference Room Keys available from: «

Room SGC 114 Building _ Room Telephone

Metropole

Telephone ao Northumberland House
St. Giles Court

Old War Office

OP-BK002



ne sec(ns)@5 /3 7 A

To.

Branch DAS(L®) OS Por (A_ Room 6 | 33

the file(s) you requested on the information
h any further details please complete and

e can conduct another search.

J am sorry we are unable to locate

you have provided. If you can furnis!

return the following questionnaire so that w

Any previous Branch Reference(s)

Subject of the Files / Titles

Classification

Date of last enclosure

Branch recommendation date for retention / disposal - on 262f

Date sent to Hayes Archive

Do you hold a receipt from Hayes for these Docs- YES/NO
If YES please enclose a photocopy.

Any other information that may be helpful

Continue overleaf if necessary

"

Sig!

Date

€

Files Section — Telephone:
A Building

Hayes. DR2e
Middlesex. UB3 IRF BOURNE AVENUE

MIDDLESEX UB3 1R}



REQUISITION FORA REGISTERED FILE

To'- DR2a2

File Nos:

(1) D/Sec(AS)20/4 Pt C (1994 — 95) Va
(2) D/Sec(AS)65/3 Pt A (1995 — 96)

SUBJECT. (1) Public Relations - Clearances

(2) Public Relations — Publications Clearances

IS REQUIRED BY: ASAP please

BRANCH: DAS (LA)-Ops&Pol la Room 6/73, Metropole Building,

Northumberland Avenue

London

WC2N 5BP

SIGNATURE: noe

RANK: D DATE, 30/09/2003

NOTE:-If the file is not immediately available for any reason,

please advise the requisitioning branch by telephone.
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Jopiojojtooccookek —-COMM, JOURNGL- sasiooccioioooooiaoicek DATE 81-OCT-2083 oeecick TIME 89:20 kk P. EL

e. = TRANSMISSION START=@1-OCT @9:19 END=@1-OCT @9:28
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From: 7
Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace) Vas
Operations & Policy 1 Y
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue, London,
WC2N 5BP

Telephone (Direct dial} 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 620 7218 9000
(Fax)

(GTN)

Your Reference

BIbASIEAA"
ate

13 October 2003

Tam writing with reference to your letters of 2TM and 11% September concerning your request for
access to information about the publication of Mr Pope’s book Open Skies, Closed Minds.

As you have asked for your request to include information held by the Publications Clearance
Branch, we are currently in consultation with them about this matter and hope to send you a
substantive reply soon.

I apologise for the delay and any inconvenience caused.

Yours sincerely,



From
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace)

Operations and Policy 1

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue,

LONDON WC2N 5BP

Telephone: (Direct dial

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

(Fax)

CHOts address: DAS-LA-OpstPol1

E-Mail: das-laopspoll@defence.mod.uk

FAX MESSAGE

TO: ci c's)-Legat 1

SUBJECT:2 Quest FOR INFORMATION

DATE: 1 October 2003

NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS COVER: 3

Please find attached [EEE letters concerning his request for documents about

Nick Pope’s book as discussed.



Your ref: D/DAS/64/2

Many thanks for your prompt response to my letter of 2 September

concerning my request for access to files.

Further to my request conceming files conceming the publication of MOD

Officer Nick Pope’s book Open Skies, Closed Minds, may | also include in my

request any files concerning this matter which were dealt with by the

Publications Clearance Branch.

i is still on annual leave could you please pass this letter to her

line manager as you did with the one dated 2 September?

sistance in this matter.



From: i’
Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace)
Operations & Policy 1a

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue, London,
WC2N 5BP

ei
anys

Telephone {Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 91

E-Mail das-laopspolla@def. 5

Your Reference

BISABaa a
Date
¢ September 2003

Thank _ for i letter dated 2 September, addressed to my colleague P| I
am afraid that is currently on annual leave; however, your letter has been passed to herline manager who nevertheless will need to speak to a. her return.

With regard to your request for a copy of file D/Sec(AS)12/5, we are calling this file back
from our archives. We will endeavour to provide a substantive response to your requests as soon
as is practicable.

Vowes Sin aren



2/9/03

Your ref: D/DAS/64/3

With regard to your letter of 27 March 2003 and my request for copies of files or correspondence

connected to Nick Pope and his book Open Skies, Closed Minds, | would like to pose the following

questions based on your denial of access to these files:

* You say you have a duty to protect the confidentiality of individuals who correspond with the MOD.

Quite so but at the tine Mr. Pope was in correspondence with the MOD regarding his book he was still an

employee of the MOD, writing a book based on his experiences whilst in a certain position at the MOD.

As he was an employee of the MOD does this not alter things?

* If you still insist that your initial statement applies | would then apply for copies of the relevant files with

all the relevant ‘confidential’ material erased. | am quite prepared to pay any costs incurred in this

S

exercise.

To re-iterate my request:

1 am requesting copies of all and any internal MOD files or correspondence which deals with Nick Pope's

Open Skies, Closed Minds. This includes internal memos generated by the writing of this book, letters to

Mr. Pope, letters from Mr. Pope and any associated or relevant material. As noted above, if you insist on

the somewhat convoluted ‘confidentiality’ refusal then | will be happy to pay costs incurred in sanitizing

the documents. As Mr. Pope was an MOD employee and as he was writing a book based at least partly

on his experiences at the UFO desk | see no real reason why members of the public should not see how

the MOD went about dealing with his request to use MOD materials and how the writing of the book

impacted on the MOD, alt of which should be clear from the materials | am requesting.

If you decide, on the basis of this latest request, to refuse my application, | would ask that you pass this

letter to your line manager for their decision. If that is still a refusal then | shall pursue the matter via the

Ombudsman.

In addition to the above the request | would like to request a copy of the file D/Sec(AS) 12/5 dealing with

UFOs- Close encounter reports, alien entities, abductions etc, which is currently held at the MOD. As with

the request above | will be pleased to pay any copying or other costs incurred in obtaining this file.

| look forward to your reply.
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FILE NOTE

With regard ew: for internal correspondence with Mr Pope (former
member of Secretariat (Air Staff) 1991-1994) advise was sought from the Directorate

of Claims & Legal who have responsibility for requests affected by the Data

Protection Act 1998. Their advise is attached to this file note.

With regard to eoquiry as to whether “RAF Mato” may still hold radar
tapes concerning the Rendlesham Forest incident in December 1980, Air Historical

branch (AHB3(RAF) {EE was consulted to establish when Headquarters
Military Air Traffic Organisation (HQ MATO) was disbanded. Directorate of

Airspace Policy at HQ Strike Command (Lt Cd EE «es consulted as to
whether radar tapes may still exist. She confirmed that this would be the correct area

for viewing of radar tapes, but after a search of their records informed me they only

have radar tapes of aircraft accidents or air proximity incidents and of these the

earliest they hold is 1990.

_— - —

27" March 2003



From

Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace)

Operations & Policy 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue, London,

WC2N 5BP

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
eS) (Fax)

(GTN)

Your Reference

Qur Reference
DIDAS/64/3
Date
27 March 2003

Thank you for your recent letter.

With regard to your request for a “copy of all and any files or correspondence which deals with

Mr Pope and his book, which may have been generated at the MOD”, I should inform you that we

have a statutory duty under the Data Protection Act 1998 to process personal data lawfully and an

obligation under common law to protect the confidentiality of individuals who correspond with

the MOD. Correspondence containing information of a personal nature is not therefore released

to third parties unless we receive the explicit written consent of the individual concerned or is

otherwise permissible under DPA 98. Therefore, unless we receive such consent directly from

Mr Pope we will be unable to provide the information you have requested on this occasion.

You also enquired as to whether “RAF Mato” may still hold radar tapes of the Rendlesham Forest

incident. HQ MATO was the Headquarters of the Military Air Traffic Organisation and was

based at Uxbridge, Middlesex. MATO disbanded on 31 March 2000 and on the same day was

integrated into HQ Strike Command. Enquiries at HQ Strike Command have revealed no record

of any radar tapes still in existence concerning events at Rendlesham Forest.

Yours sincerely,



FILE NOTE

With regard (AE ce quest for internal correspondence with Mr Pope (former
member of Secretariat (Air Staff) 1991-1994) advise was sought from the Directorate

of Claims & Legal who have responsibility for requests affected by the Data

Protection Act 1998. Their advise is attached to this file note.

With regard fEEE coquiry as to whether “RAF Mato” may still hold radar
tapes concerning the Rendiesham Forest incident in December 1980, Air Historical

branch (AHB3(RAF) a ».:: consulted to establish when Headquarters
Military Air Traffic Organisation (HQ MATO) was disbanded. Directorate of

Airspace Policy at HQ Strike Command (Lt oo 0600 was consulted as to
whether radar tapes may still exist. She confirmed that this would be the correct area

for viewing of radar tapes, but after a search of their records informed me they only

have radar tapes of aircraft accidents or air proximity incidents and of these the

earliest they hold is 1990.

DAS(LA)Ops+Poll

27" March 2003



.

AS-LA-Ops+Pol1

e
From: CL(FS)-Legalta

Sent: 26 February 2003 16:29

To: DAS-LA-OpstPol1

Subject: RE: Request for Information

TY. If a request for information is eg what are the procedures MOD require prospective authors to foliow, then this

can be answered factually and if necessary copies of regulations provided. But the correspondent here is seeking

material that will a) contain personal data about a third party which MOD is legally obliged to process in accordance
with DPA 98 and/or b) contain material that may attract a duty of confidentiality which the MOD will owe to the third

party.

| should think it likely that correspondence between Mr Pope and MOD and vice versa re his book would raise issues

of confidentiality and that it would therefore be a wise precaution not to disclose it to a third party without consent.
Your proposed reply is agreed but | have made a few amendments as follows:

"With regard to your request for a "copy of all and any files or correspondence which deals with Mr Pope and his

book, which may have been generated at the MOD" | should inform you that we have statutery-duties a

statutory duty under the Data Protection Act to process personal data lawfully and an obligation under

common law to protect the privacy confidentiality of individuals who correspond with the MOD.

Correspondence containing information of a personal nature is not therefore released to third parties unless we

receive the explicit written consent of the individual concerned or is otherwise permissable under DPA 98.

Therefore, unless we receive such consent directly from Mr Pope we will be unable to provide the information

you have requested on this occasion".

| hope this is helpful.

CL(FS)-Legalia

From: DAS-LA-Ops+Pol1
Sent: 25 February 2003 16:46

To: CL(F5)-Legalia

Subject: Request for Information

You may recall we discussed a fetter | have received from one of our regular correspondents who has requested
a copy of all and any files or correspondence we hold concerning a former member of our staff (Mr Pope) and a

book he published shortly after leaving the department. ! propose to say the following and would be grateful for

your advice as to whether the wording is ok.

"With regard to your request for a "copy of all and any files or correspondence which deals with Mr Pepe and his
book, which may have been generated at the MOD” | should inform you that we have statutory duties under the

Data Protection Act and an obligation under common law to protect the privacy of individuals who correspond
with the MOD. Correspondence containing information of a personal nature is not therefore released to third

parties unless we receive the explicit written consent of the individual concerned. Therefore, untess we receive

such consent directly from Mr Pope we will be unable to provide the information you have requested on this

occasion”.

The reason { have referred specifically to information of a personal nature instead of just correspondence is that

we do release copies of 'UFO' reports and correspondence under the Code of Practice, but we remove personal

data. {do not think this is the same because even if we removed names etc, it is the contents of the

correspondence which is personai to Mr Pope.

| hope this makes sense. | would be grateful for your thoughts.

| 1



DAS
TQ2NO. escceccccccan

14 FES 2003
eeeneeey

rea =
TI wonder if you could assist me with the following enquiries:

1) I am doing some research into the MOD's involvement with UFOs and

specifically the work carried out by a previous incumbent of the ‘UFO

desk’, Nick Pope.

Mr Pope worked at AS2A between 1991 and 1994. Shortly after his

time there he wrote a UFO booked called ‘Open Skies, Closed Minds’,

in which he refers to his time in AS2A. I also gather, from speaking

to Mr Pope and reading interviews with him that his book generated

much internal correspondence at the MOD, as he apparently had to

ask for permission to write it.

I would therefore like to request a copy of all and any files or

correspondence which deals with Mr Pope and his book, which may

have been generated at the MOD. I am making this request under the

Freedom of Information Act. If it is not possible to receive copies of

such files could you please give a me a full written explanation and

details of how I can appeal against the decision?

2. TI am also doing some research into the 'Rendlesham Forest’

incident which took place in 1981 at RAF Bentwaters. I a gather,

from existing official records, that radar tapes (from RAF

Neatishead and other locations) which cover the period of the

incident were taken away for study by RAF officials from RAF

Mato.



Could you answer the following questions please:

- Are there any records at RAF Mato of this incident and/or the

removal or study of the Radar tapes?

- Could you tell me what brief RAF Mato fulfils?

Thank you for your assistance in this matter and I look forward to receiving

your reply. ;
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