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SUBJECT: cCalifornia Coanittee for Soucer Investigation

. ' e - S .
1, iecently, a member of the Los angeles Office hzd occasion to hear Dr,
walter kiedel tell aOﬂethin’ of the sctivities of the California Comiittee for -
Saucer Investigation (C31), dis-comments, as follouws, may be of interest:

2. Or. hiedel indicated he wes formerly Chief Uesigner at the Gerzan Ex- **, R
perizentzl Kocket Center at leeneuvende. He-has been in the L3 as a. "p&p@f@la}"
scientist for soae years. Me is now a Project srgincer in the asroghysicl
Departaent (Guided .as;xles) of the North srericen aviaticn Corg, He gave- every
impression of beinz a cou pe»ent\aclennst es CClall" Pnoulecaeable on rocret
matters, He seemedfa balanced rerson, not g;ygnfgomﬁ;xaclqna.

3. ©3I has been in operation sorne years, conposed of private individuzls

intrigued and scientificelly interestied in- finolnﬂ en explanation for "ssucer" . R
ghenocena, To date, they have received 302e-1570 letter: relating to reported )
sightings, Of tbis nuxber, they have becn able to ix:ediztely or cuic&ly eliz~

inate 75~ as not worth follow-uj.. The greau proportion of this 255 have beern ———
discarded ugzon further investization. vhat was soaevhal surprising vo the writer .
wes the exheustiveness with vhich these lﬂVCatlfutlonu are being made., Kot only . _
are very careful calculations cade, if the data exisis, to check the possibility

of the report being physically vossible (e.g., in teras-of lines-of:-sight), but

the individual reporting the sighting is investigated privataly’éb'hia place ol
residence to eatedlish a general background of reliability and credibility. Of ]
the 25% investigated, perhaps 25 or so sizhtings have been established as "rel;able"
in the sense that no Ymoun existing explanation exists for them. Aprarently, most- -
of these have been forwarded to uribhggzig}&, , bayton, Uhio, although there appears

to be a tize lag of some duration vhile C5I is making its own check and caleulations.
pr. hiedel!s description of one reported sighting by a Twa pilot and crew, and the
follow-up with resgect to ii, was impressive to the writer in the thought applied,

the pains taeken, and the very careful application of scientific method.

4. S0 serious is C3I with respect to its investization that Jr, Riedel indi-
cated that they are going to execute a planned "hoax" over the Los Angeles area,
in order to testi the reaction and reliebility of the public in genisral to unusual
aeris)l phenozena. (The sightings reported over =alibu in theslosrAngeles.papers.of;30
Jan 53 could possibly be this hoax.) -Frou this experizent, iney hope to ascertain
how many poople report .an aerial visual phenosenon vhich haa been conducted so as to
bo clearly visible to allarge nuzber of people in the arca. They will also, of
course, be able to best the veriation ol report details, ete. This experinent 1s

© designed Lo give a oditgr back;round egolnst whieh future sightirgocean to 2valuated,
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scientist for some years. He is now a Projeel ergzincer in the Asrothysich -
Departaent (Guided .iis3ile3) of the North smericen .viation Corp. e gave every
impression of beinz a coupeieni scicntat, especially knowledgeable on rocket
matters. He seemed a balanced person, not given to fixavions.

3, C31 has been in operation some years, composed of private individuals
intrigued and scientificelly interested in finding en expglanation for "saucer”
phenozena, To date, they have received soas 1570 letter: relating to reported
sightings. Of this nuaber, they have been able to imcdiately or quickly elix-
inate 75. as not worth follow-uj.. The greatv grorortion of this 255 have been
discardad uzon furtner investization. Wwhat was somewhat surprisirg vo the writer
wes the exheustiveness with which these investigation: are being moade. Kot only
are very careful calculations rade, if the data exisis, to check the possibility ..
of the report being physically vossible (e.g., in teras-of lires of sight), bui
the individual reporting the sighting is investigated privately at his place ol
residence to eatablish a general background of rellability and ecredidbility. Of - )
the 25» irvestigated, perhaps 25 or so sightings have been established as freliable”
in the sense that no %nown existing explanation exists for them. Aprarently, most
of these have been forwarded to Wright Field, bayton, (hio, although there appears
to be & tize lag of some duretion vhile C3I ia making its own check end calculations.
ur. hiedel!z deseription of one reported sighting by a TWa pilot and crew, and the
follow-up with respect to it, was impressive to the writer in the thought applied, -
the pains taken, and the very careful spplication of scieatific method. L

L. 3o serious is C3I with raspect to its investigation that Or. Riedel indi-
, cated that they are going to execcute a planned "hoax" ovar the Los Angeles area,
in order %o test the reaction and relicbility of the public in general to-untswal -
/ aerisl phenozena, (The sightings reported over sialidbu in the.Lo3rAngeles_papers.6£.30 -
Jan 53 could possibly be this hoax.) -From this cxperiment; they hope to ascertein
how many people report-an aerial-visual rhenonenon which has been conducted so as to
bo clearly visible to allarge nuxber of pecople in the area. ‘they will also, of
course, be sble to test the veriation of report details, etc. This experiment is
designed Lo give a o2itgr background egolnst which-fulure sightirgs-ecan bo 2valuated,
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ipperently, an eye and interest are also directed toward the Uoir,

b.
) for rqgg}igpg;glégggpggggs_gg_xg;ox;gg_;qugbg_PHﬁVDA are observed. This intercat

* “T3also evidenl in the paper entitled "roc :ets Behind the Lron Curtain",
+recented becfore the angual convention of the aiericzn Kocket Society in iiev
York City on 4 December_1952;-by George k. Sutton, aleo of acrophysics vepert-

cent (liorth hmerican Aviation, Inc.)and associaved with C3I1.

6. Of incidental interest may be the fact that Liia (lational seronautical
association) suggested politely cnd perhaps indirectly .to Dr. Riedel that he

‘I
Gisassociate hizself from officizl memb2rship-on C3x.




