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) ees"Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
2 assistant Lor operations, Ol wee DATE: 9 February 1953

an ex, Heyden Channirn; Rebs are aoe
FROM 1: Unicf, Contect vivision, CO~ ae

SUBJECT: velifornia Gonrittee for saucer Investigation

1, kKecently, a menber of the Los angeles Office hcdoccasion to hear br,

alter Riedel tell sozething of the activities of the California Comitteefor -_-

Saucer Investigatioa (si), dis-coments,-as follows, may be of interest: ;

2. Dr. Riedel indicated he wes_formerly Chief Uesigner at the Geraan Ex-- y oe
perinentel Rocket Center at Peenesvende. He has been in the Us_as_a "paperclip"+

scientist for sone years. He is-nowa Project engineer in the scrophysicd-
Departaent (Guided_ “esiles) of theNorth snericen aviation Corp, He gave- every
impression of beinzs a conretent_ seientst, es pecially knowledzeable on rocxet
watters. He seeneda balanced person, not given to fixavions.

3. C3i has been in operation sone years, composed of private individuals

intrigued and scientificelly interested in finding en explanation for "saucer" — —._._
phenocena, To date, they have received sone-1570 letters relating to reported .
sightings. Of this muaber, they heve been able to inediztely or quickly elis-
inate 75% as not worth follow-uj. Tne great prorortion of this 25% have been~ ee

discarded uson further investigation. ‘hat was sonrewhat surprising vo the writer --

wes the exhaustiveness with which these investigations are being made. Not only

are very careful calculations rade, if the data“exists, ‘to check the possibility
of the report being physically vossible (e.g., in teras-of lines-ofzsight), but.
the individual reporting the sighting is investigated Frivately at his” place a.
residence to establish a-general background of reliability and credibility. of _

vhe 25m investigated, perhaps 25 or so sightings have been established as "reliable!
in the sense that no known existing explanation exists for then. Aprarently, most) ~~

of these heve been forwarded to wright Field, baytoDayton, Ghio, although there appears
to be a tire Jag of some duration while CsI i3makingits own check end calculations.
vr. Kiedel's description of one reported sighting bya Twa pilot and crew, and the

follow-up with respect to it, was impressive to the writer in the thought applied,

the pains taken, and the very careful application of scientific method.

4. so serious is CSI with respect to its investigation that Dr. Riedel indi-

cated that they are going to execute a planned "hoax" over the Los Angeles area,

in order to test the reaction and reliability of the public in general to uncsual

aerial phenotene. (The sightings reported over Aalibu in thesLos.-Angeles. papers_of 539

Jan’ 53 could possibly be this hoax.) -Frou this cxperinent, vney hope to ascertain

how many people report an serial visual phenonenon which has been conducted so as to
ba clearly visible to allarge nuxber of people in the area. They will also, of

course, be able to Lest the variation of report details, etc. This experinent is

- designed to give a ootter backyround egelnst which future sightingsccan bo evaluated.
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6. @pparently, an eye and interest are also directed towerd the Ussn,

7) for reactions to sightings a3_rerorted in the PreVua are observed. ‘This interest
“Ty also evident in the paper entitled "xockets Behind the Lron Curtain",

sresented before the anrual conventionof the azerican Rocket society in iter
York City on 4 Decenber’1952,-by George F. Sutton, aleo of acrophysics Vera

rt-

rent (lfiorth Anericen aviation, Inc,)and essociated with CsI. ---

6. Of incidental interest may be the-fact that Haa (Rational seronautica

vy association) suggested politely and perhaps indirectly.to Dr. Riedel that he -
disassociate hinself from officiel memdershipon Csi.


