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Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

To ‘Assistant Director, Scientific Intelligenca = = DATE: & April 1958

FROM : Chief, Applied Sclence Diviatoa, SI

SUBJECT: Coczwnta on Letters Dealing with Unidentified Flying Objects

REFERENCES: (1) Letter to Director, CIA, fren Leon Davidsoa, dated
11 March 1958 ye 7

(2) Letter to Director,-CIA,from Donald E. Keyhoe, Director
of National Investigations Comittee on Aerial Phenaeng ——————-

1. As a result of the action tekendy the IAC on bkDacembar__
1952 (IAC-M-90, Peragraoh 3a), a Scientific Intelligence Advisory ©
Pane), vas convened 14-19 January 1953, Tha panal.-consisted of the
following sclentists:—H. P. Robertson, Lats W.. Alvarez, Lloyd V.~- -
Berkner, S. A, Goudsnit,end Taorntca Pese. Ths Panel concerned =
itself with the-evaluation of any_possible threat to Maticaal _ : _
Securityty unidentified flying objecta, The panel-issued a report.
dated 17 Joouary 1953. itnta reportwas classified Secrat, 0” NN

2. The letters fren Leon Bavidson and Donald Keyheoe to the—_-_ > -
[CT concerned thesselves-vrimertly vith EdvardJ, Rrovelt's beak
on Unidentified Flying Cojects.- At the tire that the scientific
panel ret, Ruppelt-was_a Ceptain_-in-the Air Foree-and attended the. _ -*
panel meetings, Hig-béek, however, 48 concerned with the identi-——-— a
fication of unidentified flying objecte. Ruppelt's statements
regarding the missioa of the panel are in error, Ee has led the - 7
reade> to believe the -penel's mission vas to identify the flying

_ Odjects and to rake rececrmendations on methods to further identify
such dojects. This is the basis for the ayparent contradictions
which arose during the Mike Wallece television interview. This ig
also the besis for x. Keyhoe's misgivings. _ .

3. In late October 1957, Major Jamea F. Byrne of AFCIN-X1A
reqiested a declassified versioa of the panel réport. This
office contacted each member of the panel and an agreed upon,
Geclassified version wes written end sent to the. Assistant Cuter
of SteP?, Intelligence, Department of the Air Force oa 20 Pecamber
LO57. I& wes the decision of ell the panel members and the CIA
that while no member of the panel objected to the use of his nare
in connection with the declassified version, they desired ‘that no
connectloa of the panel, members with CIA be disclosed. .
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FROM ‘Chief, Applied Sclence Division,SI

TASSISTANT LNFRECLOr, OCLENVILIG JULiip,sucs ~rteée WY ApALL Ly JV

SUBJECT: Corzswnts on Letters Dealing with Unidentified Flying Objects

REFERENCES: (1) Letter to Director, CIA, fren Leoa Pavidsoa, dated
11 Mareh 1958

(2) Letter to Director, CIA, from Donald EB. Keyhoe, Director
of National Investigations Camittee on Aerial Fhenmena =~

1. As a result of the ection teken by the TAC on 4 December —-
1952 (LAC-M-90, Peragrach 3a), a Sclentific Intelligence Aavisory
Panel vas convened-14-13 Jenuary 1953. ‘Tha panel consisted of the

following sclentists: H. P. Robertson, nis W. Alvaraz, Lloyd V.

Berlmer, &. A. Goudanit,; end Thorntca Page. The panel concerned

itself with the evaluation of any rossible threat to National .

Securityvty unidentified flying objects. The panel issued a report

dated 17 Jamary 1953. hia report was classified Secret,

2. The letters froa-Leon Davidson and Donald Keyhoe to the. —

CCI concerned themselves priverily with Edward J; Reovelt's beak -

on Unidentified Flying Codects. At the tire that the scientific

perel ret, Ruppelt was a Captsin in the Air Force end attended the.

panel meetings. Hig_beck, however, is concerned with the identi- ©

fication of unidentified flying odjects. Ruppelt's statementa

regarding the missioa of the panal-are-in error. Ea hag-led the ~
reada> to beileve the panel's missioa was to identify the flying

_Odfjects end to make reccemendations on methods to further identify

such oojects. This is the “basisfor the avpareat contradictions
which arose daring the Mike -Wallece-e-television- interview. This ig
also the besis for Mr.Keykoe'smisgivings.

3. In late October_1957, Major James F. Byrne of AFCIN-XIA -

requesteda declassified version of the panel report. This- —

office contacted each member of the panel end an agreed upon,

declassified version was written end sent to the Assistant Chie?
of Stair, Intelligence, Department of.the-Air Force on 20 December
1957. It wes_the décision of all the panel mexbers and the CIA
that while no resber-of the panel objected to_the use of his name
in conasetion wita the declassified version, they desired ‘toat no-
connaction of the panel membera with CIA ba disclosed.
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SUBJECT: Ccoments on Letters Dealing with Unidentified Flying Oojecta ©

h, It ie appsrent from reeding Mr. Devidson''9 letter that
Hike Wallacehed a copy of the scientific panel report. In> >> > = > > >>

eddition, the association of CIA with the US Air Force in the
selection of the panel was revealed during the television

interview, Therefore, the panel members have been associated : -
with CIA, contrary to their wishes and contrary to CIA's desiress”

5. The real_intentof the referenced letters is to obtain a
copy of the-penel_report. In ‘view of this, and of the above, it a

woulda be most expedicat to send them the declassified version.

In order to not reveal an association between the panel meubers. -

and CTA, either the Air. Force-shouldansver the letters or wa

ehenld make it _plain-to the reciolents thatwe Ootained the —---_ -~_—e - ee ee

panel report from the AirForce.

6. Attached are copies of the declassified panel 3report. _

woot oe re x ~ #7 aS vette wal .
Syeerpe atte SUSE MLD ER mE ee a MACS Ile datwl Se ee Sate le ote SEE.
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REPOR? OF THE. SOLER TErC PANEL

* wprbereTPIED FLYING cayEcrs.

MsJemuary 1953-5 -

13 The undersignad Panel of Setentific Consultants has mat at.

ths requeest of tha Government to evaluate any possible threat to

national secdrity posed by Unidentified Flying Gijects ("Flying

Sancers"), and to make recommendation. the Panelhaa received

the evidence as presented by cognizant Govermental agencies;

primarily the United States Air Foree, and hag reviewed a selection~

of the bestdocumentedincincidents, — ae

2; As a-resaltof its considerations, the Panel conclodes:
that tha evidsase presented on Voidentified Flying

Objecta shows no indication that these phenosena constitute

a direct physitel threat to national eecaritys

yo fimoly belteve that thereis no restdmm of cases which indicates

phassmena which are attributable to foreiaa artifacte capeble of -

hostils Anta, and that there 48 no evidence that the phenomena _

toate&needfor the revision of current scientific concepts;

33 Tn the light of this conclusion, the Panel recommends:

‘That ths national securaah securityy agencies take irosate ateps

to strip tha Unidentified Flying Cojects of the special status-

they have been givenand the aura of nyztery they have

unfortunately acquired;

— “ : bate hain ees il ential
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We suggest that this aim may be achleved by an integrated program

designed to reassure the public of the total lack of ovidence of

inimical forces behind the phencnenas

[of YWova Ys Berkner
Associated Universities, int.

fe/ Bi-Pi _Radertaoa, Chatman Jaf _ Si Ai Goudamtt
Calivornia- Tnativnte or ‘Kecanology Brookaaven” Natioaal Laboratories

[ef tats Wi Atwareg —“——- ——faf__ Thornton Pazs
University of California ——(ws—i(tséi cD Mesias. University oo


