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SUSJSCT; ______ Flying Saucers:

1. J van today trasex

Council] apr

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25.D.¢, 5 } assem

. ;

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR—

roposal_ (Taz a in“ynieh itisconeluded. that the ess:
problems connected witswmicentifiedflying objects aopear_to_ we 2 eee LE

have imlications for nsyenolosieal. warwarfareas well_as xor_ SE
intelligence

2. The

3. Is

the possiole

prenssena

andoperations. _

backsground- forvais _vsvist is.presented in some —--

uzgest that ve discussat an early board meeting ~ ; 2

offensive or cefensive utilization of these ~~ : es a

for osycholocical warfare purposes.

Encloszrs

Walter B. Snith

Director
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR ~

LENOPSMDT TO: Director, Psychological” Strategy Board

SuUsJacTs Flying Saucers

1. I an today transmitting to the National Security

Council a prooosal (TAB A) in which it is concluded that the

problems connected rita unicentified-flyingF objects annear to

have imlications for osychols ; well as for

intelligence and ooerations,-——— n=

2. The backcround for this view is’s presented in sone
detail in BME Be

3. I suzgest thet ve discuss at an early board neeting

the possivle offensiveor defensive utilization of these...
_pkencsena for osychological rarfarepurposes. _

—

Walter B. Snith— -

Enclos2re Director
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2. Opsraticral problems are of primary inoortance aud should be attacked at
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@, Teking inmediate stape to inprove identiPleation of "guaxtazs? £0
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the possibility that nucioar vaste preducts might also te a fector to consider.

A cystomtic attack on tho aseyos unaxvlained euses would conten: late a contrally

cocrdinator prograa involving projocts on a number of fronts onl involving a

verioty of technigues not NOT Ud0de .

4. As the strictly US militery operations problen of improved identification

eS hom aad atyocd is clovely tiod to a uumbor of intelligences quactions, it would

ba advantegous to CIA, as wil-as-to the interests of tho Sutelligoncs conporamta

of Department of Dofenss,if intelliconce research Tog:irerments oovld ‘be Anoludsd - ;

in any organized inquiryinto too eubjoct.

Se At this tine va knoz 52 1ittileof the exact nature of thesa phenomena —_

that additional rassarch would to nocessary before it could be said vhotker en;pre .

susceptibel to control end ca thas tlstilized for eitbor military or psychological

cffoase or defonss, or wheather ary-areprodictablo,¢ani can thus ba takon edvanteze

of in wilitery or psychological opsrations.,

tor Yor such rosearcs would bs6 It mx bo fou thet on arpropriatece

48 a Eroup such ag Projest Linéoln which is nox working for Dapartrent of Defense

Ps pollens of aie doforso,

Ye AN tNta tine we are unable to find any basis in our informétoa fer

oor wes se seriot intentions or capabilities to utilize there phe nome na

5 + oye . - - *are a a te . ce . ra

at. The Soriot Pross has baon silent on tho cuvjeos a= thioh Ig = °° > 57>
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that additional rassercha ould —bo_nadessary. DerareAb-60could be said vhe ther-ombre

& eve tet rtrwnt, the Sortot Procs has

fa a

vorioty of tochnigvss not nox usdd.

4. As the etrictly US militery operations Provlen of inzroved idsntification

et nom and ebrosé is Clovaly tiol toa uunber of intelligonss quactions, 4% would

ba advantegous to CIA as roll as to the interesta of the intelligence conporants
o 

. 
“ :

of Danartmant of Pofenss, if intelligonée research rogirenents oovlad be dnolugsa

fog

in any organized ingiiry-into too subjects

Se At this tice ca know so little of the exact nature of those? Phenom,

Susceptibel to control and-can + ns Piytsdizod for olthor salttary or peycholosteal

cifoase or defonss,or 3} ther_amrara” rrodictable, and can ‘gies be takon edvanteze

of in etliters or pevenehasies)-oparabions, oo

6. It may bo fod that on -eppropriate centerYer cack research would ba
$a @ croup ouch as Project Wineoln which is nox working for Pepartrent of Degen:

* .fullens of ate doforce, |

Yo RR Rts tine ¥e_ore_u-adle to find any babasia in ohr-informtioa for.._.
ww 4, .al wees se 3

eTriet Intentioiw or capadilities to utilize thers pho nose na,
ve 3 

et ele

toon,silont Oa tho cudjoot -« thioh ig
rag Soely Lal oS

Foto eg ce nob-yot-ahmm ec cook
852 wo are-not Yor ablo to appraise ths Prosant Inyol

Stag,

oo of 5 it * ~ A) 7
fF Lovet telentists rogardins thosg phenomena,

would ty fdeTeolated if thig agorey could Fart lotpate in any plans —
Pare
“Cer laualry inte This endjoote --.— --
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porsiiy “st AEUS OF 7bad TUIRY

icby. Strong has discussed with you soca of the goneral foatures of this ae ae
— pf Putt felines fo ) :

=e

problon, and now I chou likeaf torR asoribe ‘briefly how the Mr Force has
o

organized its study of reports on unidentified flying objects and outlines _

its nethoda,

The odninistrativeunit nowhandling the AirForce inquiry on these

phenomena ig /the unidentified FlyingObjects” {Re7C. 8 _

Section of the Airoraft PropulsionBranch of the FAD)

Teornical Analysie Division of Air Techatca) _ So! EPon | ee ;

*"atelii gence. conor, “Trignt Pies) - _ oo frre 9

Oe

ed- Air Rehiieal Welt;pre tesCukAinley!
assisted by to Liewterants and two secretaries, It is fren wats ecall group i _

[rig] sur Soctlo7n is headed by-anAirForos Reserve Captain, EB. Je Ruppelt. —_

thas vhe comtroling collection directive to the entire Air Force originated

° Shyneg FR LORS
end it is to this exall group that the flood ofreports on unidentiiied-flying —

PeoFIss csces for cotation and (ans lysise

The strength avd position of this central admaistrative group clearly
oc

indicates a low level of support, and, presucsbly, corlous reservationsin the

..» Ady Fores togardingthe value of extensive inquiry dato the eubjoot, Paradaxtoall |

Ss
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this oontral offert at ATIC ia rainteined on a riniral basis while thers is

concurrontly ordored a worldeido roporting systom and on intorcoption pregran

yhich ray expond hundreds of man hours ara thousants of dollarss

The methods used by Air Force are now in the process of chango but the

conclusions and explanations givento the publio ore based on the process I 22

going to dascribes ee

Rasesarchand analysisat this tins. is ‘Vinited alnost exclusively to.tha

case history retho3. Reports, wich ero limited in their coveragetotea

“broad olexoata of inforratios, are received fromthe Mold, mainly through ~~

the Airsimelligencs reporving Sy Tet, Bough algo toa limited extext fron

$/ comsose to tha.Unidenttifieda Objects Section vhere each ors
aré - .

4s| oxacdaod sepsratoly to deternine vhether it is explairable as "nisixterprsts
Leal . .

thoas of s tnora objeott, oF wipthor S8 mut be classed as "unexplained." end

sudjaot to furtier investiga tions

[zs tris sorting PrOCOB 9, the reports |ere first exanined in the Mont of
- +)

ee

estadlisced ard readily available fact!isuch as know balloon tracks or aircram —
— ee

flights The reports ray then de reforred to an Alr Foros Baso or to the Office
ed
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of Special Investigation far diract imterresation of the reporter. Alco, in

sore cases the reports are reforred to tochrical or eclontific specialists

for interpretation, Is shouldbo borne in rind that this is ell ca an

individml case basis,

. Thore has been no systexstio or extonsive use of othsr ctandard mothods of

* proceseine data, It is terns that there havo boon a fow atvompts to oxanine

s0ms of the tbreader quostions that_have_boon raised by thoso reports, ATIC haa,

- 
- * =

* tz. To et soo ee ete we Te iede ~ ar - ed . . ~

for oxezple, lsboriously goss throuch the accumtlation of "unexplairsd” US ropor__

one ty ons, to plot thon on a mip, _Thosa plots shew a hish incidence of.

Teporwod casas nsar_atamioinstal lations ana Strategic Air Command beses bub

thio night be expected becauseof ths greater rimbor of alort observers4u such 4°

places. Actually, a mimmberof accepted resoaveh tochitiques that showld be used

in acy effors to pain a soit understanding of those phonomm, hayo not toen

employed. .

There ia, of-ccurse,|coza}doubt rogardingthe oxtont and lind of effort

required fox the Duties The Air Force has not yot found exy great cause for

contern, Captain Bussels wemrked that, ay the predvlom soozs to te of rore

5 an, se oe a ee aa To+ oe - “+ ie. - © *
rd 2 . : awn, a _ oo.

.coidern to osrations than to intellioncay it risht aporopriatoly bo noved ous ~~

ommand., |(ithin tho last two yvmeko, haof intolliceses to som operational c

at ted B
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—# . ' 4 ; °ae ke “re Pe ae2Poa oC TM sé, oe

£ the essortial! processas that richt bo uz
—_

bas tricg, wisussossfully, to hard the baby to Air Defonse Cocrrande)
°

Fel. ry
a

a
waeg

ol if Air Forco considored

tho ingulry worth a full dlgea offort, could list tho fottoztagi]

! SE pee.09 Cfo pp2 yer fot mle .
I Pososxo’ otis otizes ‘chal

Fe Aa were «rre ra wks ad

WW a

een y

bo cefized in detail'in rotation to tho ‘
Loe - ees! ?

re - . 3 < « s « : : ‘Geese ic=sires |The_gwstionsasked in tho prosent collection diroctiyse aro
=

adnitte4 to bo inatoqate even for tho linktod caseshistory nyproachs Further,

ths axsvors cre not processedin such a tty as to casilypomit the ~~

ore “ALL

ss fataest resi

eve

. Ceterzizatioa of iholimosof reecgarch ond sealyois' thethat should:be foliciods |

stan, ¢otormrsaticn:oisorea3of ost rrofitablo
a “ae rae ete n° 2 Ba Ft era ae a . we

me De ,
? +.

wais tineby waishSal krodato the irmo-tonms = —.

u categoriesof tas objects reported by shape, ies, odlor, ote, or

» Lonsest and| avoraso duration ofsightings of

. Z aaa4 7 rn Ae whe, %

—s,theca geficlonetes baw conesired a-einst rains SOtenoc mart sense chore

SOP Mt pete tat LSS e veear eed

have teen =o studios, for xemple,thatwould-oon

With tho szpcsrance ef cortein colors cf Lignta, | .

SIMsy Cone ff ee Oa “oe .

waro cortstn wonthor conditions

_ + a *
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There are a number of standard analytical processes that night be used if

phys prodéoae shots $20
L Force! considerea bhi

a
worth a full blown effort, It might define in ~

detail the research objectives to be used in relation to the questionnaire,

After the arsas of most profitable research had been determined, & logical nex

step would be to isolate the inportant elements in each problem area,

O&O WUvipers-

A third step would be to set Upmeansby which to make many useful cross=

fivaal ty
comparisons. Feesth, trend studies as well_as area studies could be mde,

TRmay, there night be an objective study on the attributes of available data.
- 7 ee . + -id-

In 'surmary, the limited central aduluistrative support given to the project

by Air Pores, cousled with the extremely linited_scope of the analytical work _

done thus fer, bas placed a_strict ceiling on the kind of interpretations that
.
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Picture of hor tho yardous phonozvera ray hivo Porred patterns, either ag

Focards agcregation or dispersal over spocifie periods of tloo,

Pirally, thora »trhs to en obfectivoe etudy on the ettritutos ef svallosio— __

\__ date [Bs tary Foporis themselves (pet fsétor % prasont within those reports) :

ars enly clascod "explainable" or"not oxplninedTM, I% is nob lnown to rhet

Ontous, OF there, oleswunts of oossistes: >say extend throuck doth the-

collection oF PexpieinableTM®and "not exxplainoa® ropertes — te ge

Al6d, % menos cy wich to sort out relied clozontsfron othersiss a
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.| “umralindle" rasarts, nor i3t Tore A mean byt deh 30 Sorts ous Iroltd elements

q - 7 oF 
« ft oe3 from othervico acourcte rooorts. f:tn ilkistrationof a _consegienssof this a
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Jiritation weuld bo tho protabls. unhasyy fateof a valid report os what m3

| actully arionizo? cloud,when observed oa a well estbablistad balloon traci.
. ;
: F

3 i$ would, in all _prettility to clascad explainable? a9 a balleon, - The

1 rolecation cf this Fossr% to tho“oxplaimad”TMca ocerywould tals any vale

A Y = .= elements presezt in ths report “out of the reach of later analycioe
, 4 - ;
‘ 3 In nerary, tho licited contraladaint 5Sstrative support civoa to tho projoob

Co by Aly Poras, corplea with th9 omtromly Llirttod Seopo of tho eralytionl work
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; ye ee aad Me te? ‘ C’ sone tet
a Dui. Stee dip ene meete “

dons thug fay, loads usto-bollove-that’any broad conclusions proson’sly dram * ~"
fave ene wee ee NG

can bo Bocertod. saly with cautions, . of , .
ey’ ed eg o@As to the- Atare, a licttod azount of> Smprovorant ray bo nosomplished,

rf) sft.
A rovised qusstionaire, now being dasipred by Air Force and Battele oxperts

Will give more datail toeach casawaistory, [Fe have heard inforally, ‘Ahough, —

that many objocts are not roported in Zorea bocause of tha burden of required ~~

Paperswork, A longer questiomaire vould rake pilots oven rore relustactto

report thoir sightings,| Also, raxy cross comgarisons nil-ta pasateoie
oe

Present plans to uso_prnsh cards are carriod outs «In ststelen, eoremmnne
may be expected if Air Force follows through on its prosent plen to establish

?

an advisory board ofof top level_sslombists, Further, the ourrens plon to place

omphasia oa usins instrumentation sich 5s refraction eta caeras and new typo -

Sohmidt soloscopos, will yiold noreusablo facts. Tho absence thus fox, hovsver,

of a well plannsdond croperly guided research profran mos it appear that ib ~

may bo coms tire in thefuture before mm can Ox~eCe’ cOmlots oxrplamtions of

meny of tesa: phonsww=a“oo OS wer, mq
. ’ ! ~~

For ths nox$ part of our. pyronmutationy ts D.» Devens atdisouss com of2 the

factors thas hays boon form, or ray do involvod, in these roports,
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i Part I = Weather Balloons

2. In tho anslysis of Flyobrpts prior to 1 Jul 52 approximately 15%
were classified as "possibly" or probably" balloon. Tho basis for deein~
Ssloa was gencrally little nore than a fora of queasiorks if tho Flyobrpt
did not do anything, and nuch loavay was allowed for observerts fallibdility,
that a balloon could not do in maneuverg, spood, etesy and if the descrip»
tion corresponded even roughly to that of a balloon, it was so classified.
If there wis no particular reagon to believe a balloon wes in the ared, the
report becane a "possible", If the sighting occurred near a balloon lounske
ing sive or on or about the launch time, dt decaze a "provable", It was
obvious that sn effort to obtain factual-data to support such conclusions
was in order. 2 .

i 2. ATIAI<5 anproached_the problem of weather balloors first. Veather
balloons ere of the following types. ot

&- fadiosonde « Rubcerizedtan latex, 6' in diazeter ab launch, si aws—i«”
"up to €0' at. altitude, Carries a transritier and telenetering device for ~~

tezperauura pressure, dewnoins sequences, which transsitter-under certain —-
conditicns would give radar returas.~ Also csrries a white running lisht

- during nicht lsunshes battery operated, which should last for duration of
ett eee flight. Nornal-ascent-is to_70,030' = 100,000", at 1,000 ft/nin, at which

i. altitude the taliocn bursts and equipacnt recovery is effected by a red
. parachute. .

a
h
d

sm
si
nt
ch
ab
he

be. Ravin=Sate balloon as above, but it carries onlya radar:
®triansle", end is-a winds-eloft otservations -

“> we Rerinsoade =-S2he,a condination of rawin and radiosende, — ~~

\

Fatal ~-Sana type of_balloon, trecked by theodolite for winds
+ .
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“ 'O, Pibal =_A-ribcarized_tan-latex balloon, 30" in diameter at re=
lease and & o= 5! at albiteds. Burst end climb.conparableto radiosonds,—- -.—---.

Vv Awinds 22075 obsermvation, tracked by thoodolite,
night lecnckess— - a

w
e

‘Carries running lizht for

Ail _trpos_of balisons are launched at 03032, 06007, 15002 end 21002
dally. Eowevery scae stations launch one, two, three, or four tines adsiivy
others launsn irserlasly, sone launch only one types, and others several or
all. in cosiviony tine of launch may vary approximately thirty ninutes fron
the schedzisc tine, either way. ALL agenoies which launch balloons are quick
to adzit thes dDalloons can melfunction and that many ere lost. In addition,
wind curronzs 2% altitude can cause the balloons to assume odd shapes end
strange nanesvers.” Tho Lalloons under cercain atcoanherie conditions ern
eppear vo oo alzost any color, and may be visible oven at extreme altitudes,
particularly 2% sunrisa and sunset, to an observer on tho ground,
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3 ATIA=5, faced with this situation, cce:piled in July a filo of bal-

Joon Iounch data cerds for alr ‘eather Serviea, Kaval Air “eather Service,
ard “eather bureau Launch stations. In addiviony this information is pics -

tured praohically cn iho yaathor balloon Jeunsh Location chirts- Coxdining
thig inforzation with the winds aloft data which AvIC reeeives froa tha fac~

Ssicils charts has often provided a solution to Flyobrpts. G4:nificantly, °
-dalloons, possivlo and probable, increased from 15% in June to 305 in August,

with 2); 4in July, Tho percentage of reports analyzed as "uninorn" deereased
proportionately. This gain ig a roal oney and rosults fron the accunulation

of the taskzround date and the elimination of cucssmork.

- &, The actual rediosonds moveorolozical information is extracted by 212

agencies isuncring tallcons onto «LAN 3la, 31b, ond 3le. For winds aloft ob- --
sorvatiohS: all agensies use HBAN 20 atid 208, end these forms also intlidgs

the treexof the balloon, All agoncies forward thesa records to the hational

Feather Records: Cenzor, Grove arcade Building, Asheville, North Carolina,
ATTA‘=S hes recuested the CO, ATS, which maintains: a detachment ab iskevillo,

t porsit "Blue Eook" to dealdiroctlywith isheville, Tho intention is to.

requas> phouos tata of the seundins (SAN 32a; by ¢)- and tha” balloon track
(SBA 20 and ¢0a) at cortain Spacific_tines and placcs, If this is apsroved,

ATIC wilbe ina position to obtain these reconls for every balloon flight —

-. taunchedin the_ UeSes..:trea overseas imericanbises, and fron all tha U, Se
@hips ami weather ssations at ssa. In Sedition, RITA WLLL comtime-to-usa - 9 --~
_the balloon lauren information sveiladle-in-this-office and will froa tine to
tineTA various leuneh sites for specific. infornstion, TIhsse nethods of 7
2pproecth will solve the protlenof weather balloons. -

Part IT ~ Upver Air Research Balloons = 8 |

1. Specially desisnsd types of balloons. are used by the USAFand the
U.S. Navy in cooperation with various contracsors $6 obtein upper air data

for scientific lnurstose hore is no dcubt tiat_these balloons eause Fly=

Obrptes trseiinz data oof eleven sith isntts in July resulted in positive a
identiftic.tiea in three. e2se3,_probabla--iden’Af cation in three more, Tha
0,5. law’, varouch -its-field representative of Cm at the University of
Kinnesovs, dstis with tarea contracbors, ine b.Lloen3 roleased are larse

white polyetnyiens uses capaule of expanding to 100! in disceter and carry-

ing up to 550 poundsof rebellic equipoent, YValvo and inflation arranzements
control yIsating- alvivudes. Naturally, troy aro visible even at extrong”
altitudes uméor sony. conditions end ero-capabie of assuaing alnost any shapa.s

The consracsors often release fron tine to tina fres or attached clusters of

tho PA exe F type rucberized balloons, as-welle

_ °2@ These fliskhs3 are often of. long durations ong Kinneasolis roleagad
“balloon wae traekadto Cape God and lost, then it was recovercad in fordsaux,
Francee, rasy ara tracked by ten RDE stations throusnout tho United States,

Awana Rees aa et ote tet al Span
3, ATined hss taken stops to sav up Q& reportingsysto:. for all bale -- - -

Joon flirhts of tha Navy contractors. This prorran will ba Laplozented
15 Oct57 ord will perztanontly solve the noreblaa of U.S. havy upper air

rosoarch calloonse ’
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, lh. The USAF cparates two projects, "Copher" and "Hoby Dick", which
involve the relezos of tho larze polyethylene typo balloonye. In all portice
ularsy flicht durations, traciing nebhcdss ebces thosa flirhts aro corpar~ --- -
able to the U.S. havy projects. At present, ATIAS=5 has 70 communication
or liatson with these projects, but ATIA‘-5 intends to use the sano aporoaca
and reporting systena with the USAT Projects a3 with the Naval contractorss ~

Conclusion:

. By lL Us7 52 ATLAA~5 should 03recoivingconplote data on all weather,
Navy upper airyand USAF upper air balloon releases. ;

Yeotes _

This peper 1s a short-introduction-to tho"balloon phase!" of Project
Blus Booz. For amonddesiring the complete infornation, such as aceneleg
and peorsonslities.‘Lavolved,. chansels and methods of carunication, ete., it
rill be necessaryto read the folloving supporting papors which are on fila-

* in ‘ATIAS56 . ..

&oBalloonInta Folder — ——__

_ be iscellaneous Correspondence Alo = _Letter-5 Sep 52, tor
. USAP Cenbridse Pescarch Center, Conorid23, lassaehise tts, subj: Air Forea =

Upper Air Research_ialloonRaieases, ata first indersenent thereto, —————4=. ===

Ce Air Teather ServiteCorresnondence File =- Letter 22 Sep 2%

to: CG, AUS) ssubie Clinatelezy Data for Project. BlueBoeke 22> NX >
. 

— ” _

a,.— U.S. Nevy-Core snondens9 File -fe ~ letters 9 Seo 52, tor Air %
Branch, O°) subj: ON2UpsérMi Eelloon Projects, amd O8R answer thereto,

@o— Travel Rerort= Lt_A._G. Fives, 25 Aug 52 totWashington, Dc.

. 2. Travel Report =Et Ae Ge Flues “25 Sep 52, to Ashavillo, N.C.

- Ge _ Traval-Baport= -Lt-Ay Ge Flue3y 39 Sop 52, to Kinncapolis,s
. Minnesotae

. - - . aos : t 1 aa at tal ee Nae o *“a, -S. we vos . .
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