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Director of Central Intelligence S

THROYCH: Deputy Director (Intelligence)

FRO'D: Assistant Director,:0ffice of Scientific
Intelligence

SY3J2CT: " Flying Saucers =~

1. PRORLTY=Te dsterminet (2) ihether or not there are natiomal .

security imalicaticns in the problem of Muaidentified - °- =
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flying objects®y (b) waether or rot adequate study and
researcn is corrently being directed to this problena

in-its relatica to such national security implications;

and_(c) what furtaer investigation and research should

bte instituted, by whom;—and-under whal aegls.

2. FLCTS AMD DISCISSION-—C3I-nzs-inmvestizated the work cwrreatly

3. GO

being performed on "flying saicers” and found thab ine

Air Techniczl Intellizence Center, DI, USAF, VWright-————

=
Patterson Air Force Dase, is the only group devoting

i3 iy

T on a cagg-vy-case explanation of each
report, a1d that this effort is not adequate to corre-
late, evaluate, and resolve the situztlon on an over-

a1l basis. Tas carrent provlea is discussed in detail

in TA3 A. -

LU3I0NS—Mlying saucers" pose two elements of daager
vaich have natienal security implications. The first
involves nass psycrclorical considerations and the
second concerns the vulnerability of the United States
ts 2ir attack. bpotn factors are ajplified in TAB A.

L. 10TION RECrmiDID—(a) Thab the Director of Central Intel-

N
P

N

PR A e T

1igence advise the Mational Security Council of the

implications of the "ilying saucer™ oroblen and request

that ressarca be initiated, T45 B is a draft memo-

ort and siudy to this sabject, that ATIC

rendwi to the YSC, for the ICI's sirpature, '(b) That -

the TCI discuss this subjéct with the Psychological
Stratz - Ttord, & menorandun to the Direcior,
Psyciolosical Strategy roard, is attached for sig-
nature as TAB C. (¢) tat CIA, with the cooperation
of PS3 and other interested desartacnts and agencies,
develop a2ad recommend for adoption by the KSC 2
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15 0IADUN 10: Director of Central Intelligence

THROUCH: Deputy Director (Intelligence)

FROD: Assistant Director, Office of Scientifie
Intelligence

SUBJICT: Flying Sancers

1. PROSLT--To determine:—(a) Taether or not there are natiocnal
security imalications in the prodlem of "unidentified
flying objects”; (b) waether or not adequate study and
ressarcn is curreatly being directed to this problem
in its relaticn to such national security implications;
and (c) what furtaer investigation and research should
be instituted, by whom, and under what zeglse— "

2. TFACTS LMD DISCIS3I0N~—03I hzs-investizated the work currently

being performed on "flying saicers’ and found that the
- Air Tecnnicazl Iatellizence Center, DI, USAF, ilrigat-

Patterson ALT Force Dass, is the only group devoiing
2pprecisdble-effort and studyto this sabject, that ATIC
is concen ins on a case=~vy-case explanation of each
resort, aad that tais effort is not adequate to corre~ -——-
late, evaliate, and resolve the situation on en over- - :

ck

ic Ta3 A, -
3. CONCLUSIONS ~1Tying sancersi pose-two-elerents of danger
which have national sécurity iwplications. The first
involves nass psycroloyical considerations and the
second concerns the vulnerability of the United States

ty 2ir attack. bpoth factors are amplified in TAB-A. - -

L, JCTION RECLAENDTD--(a)=That-the Director of Central Intel-
ligence advise the Vational Security Council of the
jmplications o tha "ilying saucer® oproblem and reguest

.  that ressarch e initlatedy TASBis a draft memo=-~ . ..
et oemame ¥ panduni-to the NSC, for the ICI's signature. (b)) “That ="
the CL discuss.this subjéct with the Psychological
Strat:zzT Tosnd, & ronradun to the Direcicrs,
Psyciolorical Stratesy-toard ;-is-attached for sig-
natare as TAB C.--(¢) Mat CIA, with the cooperation
of P33 and other interested desartacnts and agencies y
develop aad recommend for adoption by the K3C a
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policy of public inforaation vhich il mininmize concern
and possible panic resulting from the nuaerous sizntings
of unidsntified objects. .
. ’ \.-a--ﬁ
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L TTH, TARSHALL CdadisiL -
Assistant Director o
Scientific Intelligence . .
TS ) o
TAB A-=lfemorandia to-DCI, tarough DDI, Subject: Flying o
Sascers,
TAB B—-Letier. to i'ationzl Security Council with enclosure.
: TAB C—l'ema=to Director, Psycholozical Stratezy Board witn
3 enclosure, . .
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PEI0AMDON FORs Director of Central Intelligence

THRCUZH 3 Depuly Director (Intellizence)
StBJZCT : Flying Saucers

. Pecently an inquiry 'as covducted by the Cffice of Scientific
1li~ense to determine whether there are maticnal security irplicationg”
rodblem of Munidentified flying objects," i,e., flying saucers;

vhether adequate study and reszarch is currently beins directed to -

this prodlea in its relaticn to such raticemal_securiiy Implications;

and vhat further investization and research should be instituted, -

by vaa, erd under vhat aegis, .

2, It was found that the -only uait of Governrmendt cuxrently
studying ihe provlen iz the Directorate of Intelligsnce, USAF, which
icat-Infelligence Center (3TIC) wvith ..

has eharzed the Alr Teehni
responsitility for investigzting the revorts of sightings.. At ARIG
there is a group of thres officers end two secretaries io vhich ez,
throuzh official chamrels, all reports of sightings, This grovp
conducts investisation of the regorts, consuliing as required vith
othar Adr Porce and eivilian technical perscnnel, A4 vorld-yide--.. - -
reporting system has been-instituted and rajor-Air Force Bases have
o rake intercepiions of unidentified flying objects, -
being conducted on a case basis and is dzsigned to

actory exaleration of each individual Sighting, - .. . -

4.

ati

an errangemant yvith Battelle Memorial Institute _
stablisha rachire-indeidng systen for official
ings,— - -~ - -
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3. Since 1947, ATIC ras received approximately 1500 official -
reports of sightings plus an enormous volume of leiters, phone calls,
and press reports, During July 1952 2lone, offici2l reports totaled 250, --
Of the 1500 reports, Air Force caries 20 percent as wnerminired auvd
of those received froa Jaowary through July 1952 it carries 25 percent

uneymlai-=d, o ) ’

4, XIn its ingquiry into this problem, a teanm from CIA's Office
of Sziantific Int2lligcence consulted wvitlh a representative of Air

-~ Faree Spzcial Studies Group; discussed the yroblen vith those in charge

of tha Adr Force Project at Urisht-Patterson Air Force Base; revieved
a cansidemadble volume of intelligence reports; checlked the Soviet

press and oroadeast indices; and conferred wvith thrse CIA consulionts,
vho have brond knewledge of the technical areas concerned.
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5, Tt vas found that the ATIC study is protably valid if the

purpose 1s lindted to a case-by-case explanation. However, that

study do2s not solve the more fundanental asgects of the prcblém.
These aspects are to determine definliely the nzture of the various
phenamera which are causing these sightings, and to discover means

by vhich these causes, and their viswal or elecirenic effects, may

be identified inmediately, The CIA consultants stated that these
soluticns would probably be found on the rargins or just bteyond the
frontiers of our present knowledge in the fields of atmospherie,
Jonespherie, and extra terrestrial phencrara, vith the added possibilily
that the pre 2sent disgersal of nuclear waste products might also :
be a factor, They recammended that a study group be formad to perform
three functionst

a, amlyze and systemuzs the factors which coastitute
tho furdarsntal prodlem; — -

b, doternine the fields of fundamental science which
must be investigated in order to reach an muerstardm'-? of
the phencmena involved; and

ry

. ¢, Iake recc:r_erda tions for the initiaticn of appropriate
~_Tresearch,

Dr, Julivs A, Stratten, Vics President of the Massachuseits Institute
of Technalogy, has indicated to CIA that such a group cowdd e~ =
constituted a2t trav Inst:ltute. Sn.milarly, Projeﬁt Lincoln, the™ = -
Ajr Forcels air deferse rroject at xfi‘i‘ ccould be charged mth scne

of trsse ressonsibilities,

6. The flying saucer situation ceatains tuo elerents of danger
- which, in a situaticn of interrmational -tensien, have national security
implications, These ared —_ -

a, Psveioleriesl = Hith world=vide sightings reported, it
was found thav, up to uh" tine of the invesiigatioen, there had
been in the Soviei press no repert or canmeat, even satirical,
¢n flying saucers, though Gromyko had rade one huzorous
rentica of ihe squeﬁt ‘With a State-ccatrolled press, this

cold result only from an official policy decision, The
question, therefore, arises as to waether or not these sightings: -

(1) . could be controlled, 7

T N . et - <l
Foiie A L R A N DS AT Ter T R T I LT W -

(2) could be predicted, and

(3) could be used froma ‘psychological warfara
- - point of view, elther offensively or defensively.
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The public concern with the phenomena, vhich is reflected both

in the United States press ard in tbe’nressure of irquiry upon the

Air Force, indicates that a fair rroportion of our populaticn
is rentally conditiored to the acyeomnr‘e of the ineredible,
In this fact lies the potential for the touching-off of mass
hystaria and ranie,

b, Alr Vulnerahility -~ The United States Air Varning System
will undcubtedly alvays depsnd upon a combirstion of radar screen-
ing and visual observation. The U.S.5.R. is eredited vith the T
p‘*sent ca;ﬂbihtf ‘of deliverirg an air attack against the .
United States, yet at any glven manent now, there rmay be ,
current a dozen officialtnidentified sluh ings plus rany S
unofficial cres, At any maaent of attack, ve are nov in a
posiiion vhere ve cannot, on an instant I:ams distinguish -
kardiare froa phantan, and 2s tension nounts vo vill - run tha - -
increasing risk of fa" se alerts aud the even greater dangsr
of falsely idantifyinz the real as phantem,

7. Both of these problens are primarily operational in na.ture :
but each eontains reacl;ly an:arﬁnu “in e’hcence faetors,. .- e -

8, Fronan cperatioral point of Wiew, thres actions are ' :

required;
a8, Iwxrediate steps should bz taken to improve identification
of both visual and e"‘ectmuc vhantaa so that, in the event of
en attack, instant and posilive identiflication of erery planes ~ -~ 7
or nissilss can be rage,” - .. o 0 .

b, A s"md_{”q%; o d be -institu
utilization could te rade of the

66 nrenc ora tfy nited States
psye holcgw.cal warfare p" nars and w.aa.tf’ ’any dei‘enses shoauld
b2 planned in-anticipation of Soviet attez;ot o utilize tkem, - -

¢, In order to nininmize risk of panic; a ratiopal policy
sheuld b2 established 25 to vhat should be told the publie ~ = T
Tegarding the phenorsnia,

~

9. «Other intelligence problems vhich require determisation
are: RN
. &, The present- level of Sovlet Knoul edge regarding
tness phenamena, T ;

o e et 4
- -

b, Possible Soviebt intentions and camabilities to
utilize these rhenorena-to the qet.mr:nnc of United S\aues
sen.rity in uercsvs. -

i_-« P -




o

e

o i 12 bt 3 o e A SRR e R TR s A S BN

DB R R o)

Sudika,

ORI AORARL Y

b et kAL dhiseasd

doit

2300t cbdeniien.

[N

¢, Tho reasors for silencz in the Soviet press
regarding flying saucers,

10, Addition2l research, differing in character and emphasis
from that presently beirg per forned Yy Air Force, will be required
to nset the spacific rends of both orerations and intellizence,
Intelligence respo“'Sibilities in this field as regards both collection
and analysis can be discharged with raxinun effectiveness only after
nuch nore is known regarding the exact mature of these prencmena,

11, I coosider this prodlenm to be of such importance that it
should be brougnt to the atiention of the Matiomal Security Council.
in erxdsr hat a cammmity-vide coordimated effort towards its solutimn
nay b2 initiated,
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Assistant D:.rector .
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