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QcT 2 1952
”

LELORADI TO: Director of Central Intelligence - eee

THROUCH: Deputy-Director (Intelligence)

FRO Assistant Director, Office of Scientific |
Intelligence

SUSJICT: - Flying Saicers

1, PRORLEWoTo-detéeainer~(2) Yhether or not there are national
securLty inpglications in the problen of Wanidentified- = 7

flying objects"; (0) wnetheror not adequate study and

research iscurrentlybeing directed to this problem

in-its relation to such national security implications;

and_(c) what furtaer investigation and research snovld ~~~

be instituted, by whom, end-under what aegise ee

2. FACTS AND DISCISSTON--OST-nes-investigated the work currently

being performed on "flying s@icers” and found that the
att

Air Technical Intellizence Center, DI, USAF, Wright-——-——- —_-

Patterson Jur Porce Base, is the only group devoting

appreciadleeffort and siudy to this subject, that ATIC-
is soncenir zon a cage-by-cese exolanation of each

renort, and that this effort is not adequate to corre«

late, evalrate, and resolve the situation on en over-

aL basis. Tas current prodlea is discussed in detail

in Tas A. -

3. COTCLUSIONS—"rlying saucers" pose two elezents of danger
waien have national security implications. ‘the first

involves nass psycnclorical considerations and the

second concerns the vulnerability of the United States

to air attack, Both factors are aiplified in TMB A.

lh. ACSLON RECN ENDSD—(a) That the Direetor of Central Intel-
ligence advise the National Security Council of the

implications of the "Tlying saucer” oroblen and request

that research be initiated, 145 Bis a draft memo- woke Re att

ge tee. HS yandua to the HSC, for the DCI's signature. (b) ‘That a
the "CI discussthis sudjéct with tne Psychological

Stratec” Tooez. & menorandan to the Director,

Psycholocical Stratesy Foard, is attached for sig-

-. nature as TAB C,. (c) that CIA, with the cooperation

of PSB and other interested desartaents and agencies >
develop and recomnend for adoption by the Nsc a

”
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ocT 2 1952
”

LEORATDUM TO: Director of Central Intelligence

THROUGH: Deputy Director (Intelligence)

FRO? Assistant Director, Office of Scientific |
Intelligence

SUSJZCTs Flying Saicers

1. PROBLS~To determine:(a) ihether or nob there are national
security imslications in the problem of tunidentified

flying objects"; (o) waether or not adequate study and
researen is currently being directed to this problem

in its relation to such national security implications;

and (c) what furtaer investigation and research should

be instituted, by whom, and under what aegis.—

2, FACTS AND DISCUSSTON—OSI_hes_investigated the work currently
being verformed on "flying sancers" and found tnat tne

- Mir Technical Intellizence Center, DI, USAF, Wrigat-

PattersonAir Force Base, is the only group devoting

appreciable -effort-and suudy-to this subject, that ATIC
218 concentszinz on a Case=vy=case exglanation of each

renorvt, and tiat this effort is not adequate to corre~ —---

Lete,; evaluate,and resolve the situation on en over~.

in TAS AL -

3, CONCLUSIONS—-~UFlying-saucers!t_nose-two -elenents of danger
waien have national security iuplications. the first

nay

involves mass psycholoyical considerations and the

second concerns the vulnerability; of the United States

49-2ir attack. Both factors are amplified in [BAL

he ACTION RECSSENDED~(a)-Taat-theDirector of Central, Intel-tow ahd Bh aA

ligence advise the National Se curity Council of the
implicationsof the "flying saucer" oroblem and request

that-researcnbe initiated, Tas Bis a draft memo=-~

eectae. ¥S pandut-to the NSC) for the CI'ssfenature: (b) That ~~ a
the SCI discuss this subjcet with the Psychological
Strat=== Tons7.4 metorandun to the Director,

Psycnoloszical- Stratery Toard,-is-attacned for sig~

nature as TAB C.--(c) what CTA, with the cooperation

of PS3 and other interested degartacnts and agencies >
develop aad recomnend for adoption by the HSC a
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policy of public information which will mininize concern

and possible panic resulting froa the numerous sightings

of unidentified objects.

li OhFE
(TTS CA

“Assistant Director. st—t«~S
Scientific Intelligence...

ASREXES

Smicers._

TAB A--enorandsn- to DCI, through DOI »Subject: Flying

TAB BxLetter. to National Seevrity Council with enclosure.

TAB C—-ema=to Director, Psycnological Stratezy Board with
enclosure. |

COMCURRENCES; = a

et

Dates

~
~ LOSS &. BECKER | \_ _
i Deputy Director/Intelligence \ ‘

_——

ACTICH BY APPROVING AUTHORITY: a .

Date: ee

Approved (dis aoproved): oo cern

Director ;

i

s

ea



h
e
a
l

as
d 

d
M
 
ta

eh
 A
a
l
s
t
a

 d
ha

 ce
t 

ta
ch
 

cm
dh
ae
t

 di
n, 
t
e
h

“
e
e
a
k
a
 c

hek
 n

ih
 b
eh

 iu
it

 sa
in 
ta
m 

ab
ba
s 

lake
s 

so
ke
dndle
 t

ra
il

s X
is
si
de
da
btah

t 
la

de
 f

et 
th
ic
ba
nt
de
ds
te
-

ba
ie
 

m
n
e
a
t
 
Se

MEMORANDUMFOR: Director-of- Central Intelligence

TRROUSH Deputy Directar (Intelligence)

SUBJscT Flying Saucers

. Pacently an inquiry ves conducted by the Office of Scientific

liveness to determine whether_there are national security bwlicitions|
he problem of "unidentified flying oojects,"4,e,, flying saucers;
her adequate study and_research is currentlyteins directed ta -- --> =

this prodlen in its relationto such rational--seeurity- implications;
and wnat further investigation and research should be instituted, soe
by waea, end under what aegis,

2, It was found that the only wilt of Governrent currently
studying the problem is- the Directorate” ofIntelligence, USAF, which
has charced the Air Technical-Intelligence Center (ATIC) with 2”
responsitility for investigeting “the reoorts of sightings... At AIG
there is a grouo of threesofficers and two secretaries to which eae,_

through official chinnels,all-revortsof sightings, This group_

conducts investication of "the reports » consulting as required with
other Air Force and civiliantechnical versemnel, A world-wide-=- = | -

reporting system has been-insti tated-and_tajor Air Fores Bases have > ti
been ordered tomke interceotions of unidentified flying onjects.—

The rasearch is being conducted on a case basis and is designed to

provice a satisfactory exoleration of- each individual sighting. --- - --
ATIC hrs concluded an arrangement with Battelle memorial Institute oo

for the latter toestablisha mechire- indexing systen for official. _

reportsof signtings,°- = 2” So.

3, Since 1947, ATIC has received anrroximtely 1500 official -

reports of sightings plus an enormous volune of letters, phone calls
and press reports, During July 1952 alone, offici2l reports to taled 250, --
of the 1560 r eports, Air ForeeTM“caries 20 percent. as wesminined and

uneysained,. _ .

4, Im its inquiry into this problen, a team from CIA's Office

of Scientific Intelligence consulted vith a representative of Air

- Farce Snecial Studies Group; discussed the problem with those in charge

of the Air Foree Project at Vricht-Patterson Air Force ase; reviewed
a conmsidemble volune of intelligence reports; checked the Sovi ot

press and oroadeast incices; and conferred with three OF4 consultants,
who have broid knowledge of the technical areas concerned, .
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5, It vas found that the ATIC study is protably valid if the

purpose is limited to a case-by-case explanation. However, that

study do2zs not solve the more fundanental ascects of the problem,
These aspects are to determine definitely the nature of the various

phenocera which are causing these sightings, and to discover means

by which these causes, and their visual or electronic effects, my
be identified immediately, The CIA consultants stated that these

soluticns would probably be found on the marging or just beyond tha

frontiers of our present knowledge in the flelds of atmospheric,
Jonesvheric, and extraterrestrial phencrena, with tho added possibility

”

that the pressent dispersal of nuclear waste products night also
be a factor, They recomended that a study group be formed to perforn

three functions:

a, analyze and system tize |the factors vhich constitute
the fundarental problem;— -- =

bd. dotermine the fields of fundamental sclence which

Hust be investigated in order to reach aann understanding of

the phenmena involved; and
-

c.— make reecenendattions forthe initiation of appropriate
__- research,

Dr, Julius A, Stratton, V ice PresidentoftheMassachusetts Institute

of Technology, has indimted to CLA that such a group could be

constituted at that Institute, Similarly, Project Lincoln, the — =

Air Force's air defense rroject at MiT,-could be charged with sane

of theseresconsibilities,

6 The flying saucer situation contains two elerents of danger

which. ina situation of international _tension, have national security
278 F)

implications, These are: —-

a. Pevcnoleric <1 = With world-wide sightings reported, it

sas found that,up to the tine of the-investigation,there had

been in the Soviet press no report or comment, even satirical,

en flying saucers, though Gromyko had rade one himorous

rantioa of the cuoject. ‘With a State-controlled press, this
eould result only from an official policy decision, The
question, therefore, arises as to whether oc not these sightings: -

A) ,could be controlled,
=< * - ee — fet :

(2) could be predicted, and

(3) could be used fron a ‘psychological warfare

- ~ -*+ point of view, elther offensively or defensively.
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The public corcern with the phenomena, which is reflected both
in the United States press and in the’ pressure of inquiry upon the
Air Force, indicates tata fair rroportion of our population
is rentally conditioned to the accéeptanée of the incredible,
In this fact lies tha potential for the touching-off of mss

hysteria and panic,

>, Air Vulnerability - The United States Air Varning Systen

will undoubtedly alvays depend upon a combiration of radar screen=

ing and visual observation. The U.S.5.2. is credited with the -

present capabilityof deliveringan air attack agzinst the ' :

United States, yet at any given matont now, there ray be .
eurrent a dozen official unidentified sight ings plus reny -—

ae

unofficial ones, At any momentof attack, ve are now ina

position where we cannot, on an instant tasis, distinguish-
hardware fron phantaa, and as tension nounts wa will-run-tha - -
increasing risk or false alerts and the even greater danger ~~ = 7
of falsely identifying the real as phanten,

7. Both of these problems are primarily operational in vature ;
bat each contains readily apparent -in tellisence » factors,..- po eet -:

6, Fron an operational point of view, threé actions are :

required:

a, Inmediate stevs shouldbe taken to improve identification

of both visual and electronic vhantan so that, in the event of

an attack, instant and positive identification of enemy plenes

or missiles can be msde, -

utilization couldte mde of these phenowera by United States
psycholosical warfare “planners and vhat, if any, defenses should
be planned in anticipation 0of Soviet attempts to utilize them, ~~

b, A study should te instituted to determine viat, if anyy° =

a
y

¢. In order to nininize risk of panic, a national “policy”
showld be established as to vhat should be told the public ~ ; a

regaréing the phenomena,

~~,

9. «Other intelligence problemswhich require determination
ares we

.& The present- level of Soviet knowlwledge regarding
aa... these pnenacem, wae Dade. o. a

b, Possible Soviet intentions and ciambilities to

utilise these rhenorena_to the detriment of United States

security. interests, -oe
r ame : *
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¢, Tho reasonsfor silence in the Soviet press

regarding flying saucers,

10, Additional research, differing in character and emphasis

from that presently being per formed by Air Force, will be required
to meet the specific needs of both orerations and intellicence,
Intelligence responsibilities in this field as regards both collection
and analysis can be discharged with naxinun effectiveness only after
much nore is known regarding the exact nature of these phenctena,

ll, I consider this prodlem to be of such importance that it

should be brought to_the attentionof the National Security Council, ~~ ~~

in order that a community-wide coordinated effort towards its solution ,

ray b2 initiated,

wrenyr ee
Wee GH?
Assistant Dieoter. .

Scientific” intelligence .
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