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Deputy Assistant Director/St 1 August 1952

ra

Acting Chief, Veapona & Equigent Division aie

: 
ie 43

"Flying Saucers" . ae

1. Pursuant to your reauest for overall eveluation of "flying
|__________... saucers" and associated reports,the following 1a pertinents

@s Of 1060 to 2000 such reports receivedby ATIC, a -
-~ - - -- = Jarge percentage are clearly "phoney", An equally lerge 92

bercentace can be estisfactorUy exnlained as kuow flichts
of currently operational U.S. equipzent (sircraft, weather Se
tallcons, ste.) and rany others are untoubtedly of natural

_ phenozena-(neteorites, clouds, aberration of light caused
by thermal inversionoF reflections, ete.). ’

sonsbl.: credible resorts remain
ine; regarding theses revorts,
ifie sizes, confizarations, .e

characteristics, perforsance, or location. ‘The sources= Fe. ~— €

of thess reports era cenerally no rore or less credible he
than the sources of the other catecories,Ib is probable oa
that if complete inforsation wore availeble for présently- ---~ - vo
FunexpleinableTM resorts, thez, too, could be evaluate? into- -— ~~ -- *
catesoriesas inficetad in "a" above, ~~ ; “AS

2. Notwithstanding the foregeing tentative facts, so long as \
& series of zeperts rerains "unexplainable" (interplanstary aspects x
ard eiten origin not being thoroughly excluded fro consideration) .
caution requires that intelligence comtinud coverage of the subject. ~~

3B34 As recomented that GIA surveillance of subject ratter, i
in coordinstion with troner authorities of primary operational concern - ~a AA 8

fTic, ba continued. It is strongly urced, hovaver, that no indication
of CIA interest cr-concern- reach the press or public, in view of their
protable aleraist tendensies to accent such interest as "confirmtory"
of the soumdness of "unpublished facts" in the banis of tha U. S.

iea
4, The weersigned has errancea with the Comending Officer of
; rythe Air Technical Intellicence Center at Vricht-Patterson Air Force

» for & thorourh aml couprehensive trlefing ralated to this
on 8 Avcust 1952, Subseavent to obteinine fll details, a

- detailed analysis will be prepared and forverdeds

fa ad wove
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Acting Chief, Weapons & Equimzant Division 2 ae °

"Flying Saucers" a ; y 7

1. Pursuant to your request for overall evaluation of "flying

saucers" and associated reports, the following is pertinents

@. Of 1000 to 2600 such reports received by ATIC, a

Jarge percentace are clearly "phoney", An equally lergs

rercentace can be satisfactorlly ernlained as known flichts

of currently operational U.S. equipztent (sirersft, weather

talloons, ete.) and rany othersare umicubtedly of natural

phenomena (neteorites, clouds, aberration of light caused
by thermal inversionox réflections, etc.).

t. Less than 100 reasonsbdl:: credible resorts remain
*mexnlainzoleTM at this tine; rezgaréing these resorts, ~ _

_. . thera is no pattern of ssecifie sises, confizgarations, . . -

characteristics, perforrance, or location. The sources -.

of thasa resorts ers senerally no sore or less credible-

than the sources ef the other catecories. I+ is probable

that if complete irforzation were availeble for presently
Fenezpleinable" resorts, they, teo, could be evaluate’ into
categories as indiczted in "a" above, =~

2. Yotwithstanding the foresoing tentative facts, so longas _.

of reperts rerains "unoxpleinable’ (interplanctary aspects.
en orisin not being thoroughly exclwied fraa consideration)—— —-

: requires thet intellicencecontimea coverage of the subject.
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3. It is recomended that CIA surveillancecf subject ratter, =
in coordination with treser authorities of mrimary operational concern N -
at ATIC, ba continued. “It is strongly urced, hovaver,that mo indication =
of CIA interest er concern reach the press or public, in view of their
protable alermist tendencies to accent such interest as "confirmatory"
of the soumdness of "unyublished facts” in the hanis of tha Uy2S,

Goverrcert,. .

chanical Tatellicerce Center at Wrisht-Patterson Air -Poree@ ~
Tor a thorouthaml couprehensive tricfing ralateld to thiss ) - —— = Ro - I & . _. —

subject on 8 August 1952, :Subseausntto cbteinin= full detcils, a
detaiicd analysis will be prepered and forarded,_

4, The wiersioned has erranced with the Cosmerding Officer of
a
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