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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY )
WASHINGTON 28.D.C. ) ('I §w

OFPFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

UEKELDNY 10; Director, Peychological Strategy Zusrd
SUSIELT: Flying Saucers )
1. I an today trazsmitting to the Fationsl Security

Councll & proposal (242 A) in which it is concluded that the
problens connected viia wnidentificd flying objects appear to

3 have implications for nsychological warfare as well as for
{ dintelligence and operations.
E . : 2. mmd.tormsﬂuupmuuéinsm Lo
Sl 1 dztaid in 2UE 3B,
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¥ 3. I suggest that we discuss at an early board neseting
the possible offensive or defensive utiiization of these
pherczena for psychological warfars' purposes.

- Walter B, Sunith
Enclosore Director
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Ironm otharwlce acoiotie yopords, 1117.\:!:.-'-‘.:10: of o couseguenss of J'.‘La

J...d‘.:n.uan =uld W ke yro’aa‘-la wanoy Sake q!' a and rapm o vhat vna

aotwelly axtanfcsod sloud, om 0basrTed o3 & well omum lloon tz-u:.-:.

% wola, 2= Sehatility s classad "e:pm:sua‘ a3 o Wwllcen, 'I'he

roloration o2 t845 rozard 4o tho o::pldmd' eatc'ery would hh Am’ wa.

S
t oL Sepeee ptend anmre bKY T te
‘e

. .
olc:u:_-:s r-s-._. 23 4> repors ou.. of tho rcceh of lntar ana;;, I

-

. In m-__-a:,-', ths Ye=ttod coatral admististrative support givon t.o 'tlia Frojoot

by Ale Porey, cornls2 w24 the oztromaly 11... tad seope of tho craltjbical work
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Part I = Weather Dalloons

1. In tho analysis of nyn!‘rpts prior to 1 Jul 52 approxinmately 15%
wre ¢laaoifled as "possibly” or probably” balleon, ZThe basis Loxr Arci~
slon was goacrally 1iitle zotre than a form of guessworks if vha Flyebrpt i
@ia not do anything, and atich locway vas allowed for obgerves's fallinility, .
that a balloon could nou da in =aneuvsrs, speeds elces and if the dsscrip- ] {i
tlon correspondad aven woughly to that of a talloon, it was so classifieds . ‘ 4 ¥
If thore i no particulay yeason to balieve n badloon was in the area, the 4 E
ropord boczae a "posalble®, I the alghbinz ocourred acar a balloen lsunok- 3
iug siue ar on or about the launch time, it bocaze a “probable¥, Ib wes i
obvicus that aa effor: ts sbtain faetusl data to support such conclusioxs
was in order, . ' :

f 2s ATTAS=S approached the problem of weather ba]h'nna!irat. Veather
ballcons are of the following typess :

a, Radiosonds -~ Bubberized tan latexs &' in dizzeter at launch,
.up to 20% ah 2ltitude. Carrics a transcitier ard telematering device for »
terperatura pressure, dewpein gsouonces, which trsnsmiitor under certain : 4
oonditions would give redar returas.  Also carriea a whito running light :
a during niché launches batiery oprrated, which should laat for duratien of ;
“—.. flight. ‘ormel assont 1s 0 70,0000 = 100,000, at 2 1,000 ft/=in, at which . b
_ altitude the balleoon bursts acd squipsont yeooverr is offacted Yy a »ed \ i
: ° Wmte. . -

oy
o
{
|

v b. Rawin -~ Same halloon as above, but it carries only 2 radar:
3 "triancie”, and 1s a winds aloit ebservation,

v S» Rzrissoade = Saus, a cosvination of Tawin and radicacadse

.~ d. Patal - Samo typs of balloon, tracked hy theodolite for winds 1 5
aloft odsazvetion, . : 4

- *0s Piba) e« A yudberizad tan latex balloony 30" in diamebsr at re-
lease an? L. or 59 at alstituds, Buvst and climb.conporable to radiosonds,
v A winds elclt odscrvatdon, tracked by thoodollite, Carries yomning ligpht for
night laszoches, : T ———

s
N JPEY SVPFPITUIN VUG AL WP

It

222 Lrpos of )loons are launched at 03002, 0C00Z, 15002 and TI00Z
daily. Fowever, scae siaiions launch one, a0, threes or four times dallys
others lac==h *r-goniswly, some laucneh only one typs, cnd othera ssverzl or
I all. in cdsivion, tino of launsh nay Vary OpsTORimately tiirty minutea from -
! 3 the achodulzd tiaey cliksr way. ALl aponcies which launch baulloons are quick

renk

b

to adoit thos balloons can relfunction and that ramy are loste Im addiidon,
wind enrmomvzz i alvituds ean osuce the balloons to sssuze odd shapos and
strango manomvess, Tho balloons under ¢ortain atzssrhnwia ponditions pan
PO appoar o 0o aliest &y color, and may be visitlo oven at extreme altitudea,
particulariy ai sunriss mxd sunset, to an olssrver on tho ground.
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* goprvaticme, 311 aponsiss uso NBAN 20 and 203, and these forms also include

. Jaunchod in the U.S

O ~ b

- -

3. ATIAND, ficed wdth this sltuation, ccoplled in July a filo of bal-
loon lounch data cards for Alr ‘sathor Service, Haval Alr *iecthor Sorylce, ;
and Sioathor iureau laupeh stasions. In ad<dit{on, this iafornation is pice f g
tuvod rranhieally on tho weather balloon launsh Xacation ehart.. Combining ‘
thia {aforzation with the #inds aloft dota which ATIC reculves froa tha fas-
sirile charts hps ofton provided a solution to Flyobrpts. Sisnificantly, °

.balloons, goasiule and probable, increaged Srom 15~ in Juno to 30,5 in August, S

wiith 2% in July. Tha poreentage of reports analyzed as "unknown” dsercased 1 g
propertio=atolys This gain i3 a roal oney and rosults froa tho accumulatden : E,
of the bacicround data snd tho @liaimation of guosswork, 3 k.

- Le ‘Ehe ashual rcdiosonde moucorolorical informatdon 18 oxtracted by ell
egencies launsodng ballcors onto WBiX 31a, 31by ond 3lce For wiads aled obo-

the trasi of the ballooas ALl agoncles forvard these records to thy Latioral
Veather Racords Consars Crove drcado Bullding, Askaville, Forth Carelinde
ATTAAwS hos recussted the €3y 4TS, which maintairs a-delackaonb ab Ashevilles
to permit rHlue Esok® to dsal dirsetly with Asheville, Ths inicntiom 13 to
request photostats of the sounding (VIAX 3lay by o) ond tho balloon traek
{7028 20 and 20a) at cortaln specific wines end places. If this 3o approved,
ATIC w11l be in a position to obiain thess records for cvery balloon flight

fxtm ovorgoss imerican 2ises, and fron oll the U.S.
shipa and weabher é;u%ﬁib‘diiiﬁ dcae I8 acditicn, XiTit-5 Will contirme te-use .
. the ballcon lauseh informasisn svailablo in this offige and will from tize to
time TWZ various lounsh gites for spesific informaticns IThase cothods of
approath will solve the peoblon ¢ woatier ballosns.

Part IT = Upper ASr Ressarch EBalloons

2. Speeially desirmed typas of balloons are used by ihe USAF and the
UeSe Nave: in cooperailon mitin varicus coniraccors 30 obtain uppor alr data
Lor eciczsific purcoses. Ihors is no dowbé izt these balloona csuse Fly-
obrptsy iraciiny data of =leven seob flights in July resulted in positdve
ddentific.zton in thege czscsy provalle identifieation in throe moro. Ths
U.S. ilavy, through itz {iszld raprasentative of CiR at the university of
Yirmesooz, dsals with shres contractorse ine Y.lloons rclcased ara larze
wkite polysciriens types czpaile of expanding to 100! in diazeter and carry-
ing up £3 530 pounds of metallic equipmead, Valvo apa inflation arranzzments
control fl=ilsg cluliudes. Haturallys thay arv vislble evea ab cxtroze
altitudss tundae mawy esnditions und are eapadle of assuning alzost any shape.
Tho eosntrzotamz oftex rolsagse froz time to time fres or atiached clnstars of
tho BA as=i T ype rusborized ballconss as wolde

L. 2. Tz2se flightg are oftom of long duratiomy ono Xinnsasolis rolcasad
balloon wre twacited to Cave Cod and lest, thum it was recovercd in Fordoaux,
Pransee Thcy are uwracked by bcn HDP staticis thxoughout tho Unitod States.

Baiid n e eets am it et M Saca
3. iTin -5 hss Szken s%opa to get up & reperting syston. for all bale
+Joon flirkss of tha Kavy contractorss This procrum wilk be laplosonted
15 Oct 57 ~=d will parmanontly solve ths proulo of UsS. Kavy upper alr
rosoarch talioons, .
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. L. The U3AF oparates two projccta, "Cophar” and Flioby Dick™, walch
dmralve tho raloangs of the large polycthylene type bolleonse In 21l particw
tlarss f1i-kb durablonas tresking notheds, ote,, thoso flishts ere cocpar-
shle to the UsSe lavy projsctie 4t proscnt, AZIAWS has no coxunication
or liafgon wish those projosts, but ATTAim5 intonds to uso tho samo apnrcach
and reporting systens with tho USAF projeots as with tho Naval contractors.

Capslusions

. By 1 ¥ov 52 ATIAA-G should ba resoivin? completo data <n all woathess
Navy uppes air, and USAF upper alr balloon releasca.

‘ Tote: .
. - Tms peper 1s 2 sharb 1nbzoduckion to ‘the "belloan phase™ of Projech :
Blno Booz. For anyome cesiring the coxplete infarmation, sueh as sgeacies '
and porsonziitias involved, chamacls and methods of cocundcgtien, ste., it :
. 411 be neceasery to read the folloring supporting papars wiich azo on file
in AI’IA&-5. ’ . . -
as Balloon Data Foldar
1 - <7 b rscollapeous Corrispundance’ File ~ Lettér 5 Sep 52 to: -
VSAP Cantrdgze Resonreh Cantas, Coobridzoe, lssssclmsetis, subje Alw fores -
; . Upper Az Zgsearch Z2a)lson Reisases, ard Tirst irdoracent Wwrotoe *\

8. .Air Teather Ssrvice Correspondence File = Lettar 22 Sep 52 -
tos CCy 479, subis Climatolsgy Data for Project Sluo Back. “\

: & UsS, Navy Correapondcase Pile = fatter, 9 Sep 52, tor Mr O
Branoh, G, subjr O Upper My belloon Projecss, amd OiR answer thorato.

e Travel Ropost - Lt A. G. Flues, 25 Aug 52 to Washington, D.C.
£. Travol Repors = Lt Ae Go Fluea, 15 Sep 52, to Asbevilla, K.Ce
-8 Travel Daperd — IV As G Flues, 30 Sop 52, to imneapolis,

.
* .
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