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act 2 1957

LE-DRAMSS TOs . Director of Central Intelligence ce eee ee

THROUCH: Deputy- Director (Intelligence)

FRO Assistant Director, :Office of Scientific .
intelligence

SUBJECT; ~~ ~~ Flying"Saucers~

1. PROBLSV=T6-détémulies(a)Thether_or not there are national...
security inslications in the problen of WMonidentified= L202 > =:

flying objects; (o)-wnether or not adequate study and... . -- :
researcn-iscurently being directeé to this problem

Smits relation to such national security imolications;
and.(c) what further investigation and research snould ~~ >>>"

be instituted, by whom;—-and-under what aegise es
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2. FACTS AND DISCISSTON—OSI-Hes-investigated the work currently

being performed on "flying saicers” and found taat the

Air Tecanical-Intellizence Center, DI, USAF, Wrighnt-——-—-—-—

Patterson Air Force Base, is the only group devoting

apprecladle effort and study to this subject, that ATIC-

ds concentratinzon a case-by-case explanation of each
resort, and that this effort is not adequate to corre-

late, evaluate, and resolve the situation on an over—

all basis. ‘Tae current probvles is discussed in detail

fo TAS A;

3. CONCLUSIONS—"rLying saucers"! nose two elements of danger
waien_have national security isplications. The first

involves mass psyenclorical considerations and the

second concernsthe vulnerability of the United States

to air attack, Both factors are aaplified in [iB A.
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ligence advise the National Security Council of the

implications of the "flying saucerTM oroblen and request

oo - that research be initiated. TA5 Bis a draft memo= wg. gy. cn

Fil stew, *e yandua to the ESC, for the ICI's signature. “(by That (oo
, the CL discuss.this subjéct with the Psychological

Strate: Teoz2. 4 monorancun to the Director,

Psycholocical Stratery toard, is atteched for sig- ,

nature as TAB CG. (c) that CTA, with the cooperation . te
of PS3 and other interested ceoartaents and agencies ,

LAL

develop and recomnend for adootion by the NSC a

Approved for Release

h. ACTION RECS ESDED—~(a) Taat the Direetor of Central Intel.
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WSORATDUL TOs Director of Central Intelligence

THROUGH: Deputy Director (Intelligence)

FROU: Assistant Director, Office of Scientific |
Intelligence

susJacTs Flying Saicers

1. PROBLES~-To determine:—(a) thether or not there are national

security inslications in the problem of "unidentified

flying objects"; (0) whether or not adequate study and

research is currently being directed to this problem
in its relation to such national security implications;
and (c) what further investigation and research saould .

be instituted, by whom, and-under what aegise 8
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2. FACTS AND DISCUSSTON—OSI-hes_investigated the work currently

being perforred-on "flying saucers” and found taat the

Air Technicel-Intellizence Center, DI, USAF, Wright-

PattersonAin Force Base, is the only groupdevoting

- appreciable-effort—and Study-to this subject, that ATIC

~ , is concentratinzon a case-by-case exolanation of each

report, and that this effort is not adequate to corre=- -----

léte, eval iate; and resolve the situation on an over-. -

al basis, _ Tas current provled is. discussed.in detail
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CONCLYSIONS—~FLying-saucers'L-nose-tio-elenents of dancer Tota

which have national security iuplications. the first

involves mass psycholovical considerations and the

second concerns the vulmerabilit; of the United States

toair-attack, Both factors are anplified in {AB A.
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bh. ACTION RECOMENDED (a)-Toat the -Direotor of Central Intel- -- - - -

lisence advise theNational Security Council of the ;

implicationsof tha "flying saucer" oroblen and request 0

. _ that-resgarchbe initiated, TAS Bis a draft memom-— ogo ay % -

Bie sectees, 2 - pandua-to the NSC;-for the DCI'Ssignature./(b) That “~~
the XT discuss. this subjcet with the Psychological

StRato ee Tsses,_A mosoraidua to the Girectoz,

Psycholovical- Stratery-Foard;-is-attacked for sig-
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od . . nature as TAB.G,--(c) that CTA, with the cooperation ~ =
a . ' of PSB End other interested cezartients and agencies, |

develop and recomnend for adogtionby the NSC a
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policy of public information which will minimize concern
and possible panic resulting froa the numerous signtings

of unidentified objects, -

ttt tant Dinestese
Scientific Intelligence

AVNET:

TAB Av=fenorandsa to“DCI,through DDI, Subject: Flying. --
Saicers..

TAB. BeeLetter. to Vational ‘Security Council with enclosure.
TAB CLeno=to Director, 5Psycaological Stratecy Board wit

enclosure. |

CONCUPREXCES: 2225 See

Dates. Lael _

Deputy Director/Intelligence
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ACTECS! BY APPROVING AT THOR TY: ae .

Approved (disaoproved): — - a

4 WALTER B, SvGIK

2 Nirector
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-« Farce Snecial Studies Group; discussed the problem with those in charge

a

ve,

ne CSEPy Posietry

SEP 24 1952

PSIORANDUM FOR: Director-of-Central Intelligence

THROUGH : Deputy Director (Intelligence)

suszscr “sts Flying Saucers

1, Paecently an inquiry was conducted by the Office of Scientific
Intellicense to deterninewhether-thereare naticnal security inplications’
in the problem of "unidentified flying objects," 4,0., flying saucers;
whether adequate study and “researchis cutrently_being directed ta —-° > 7

this prodlea in its relaticn:to such: nations security. imolications;

and what further investigationand research should be instituted,”

by waca, and under what aegis, a

2, It was found that the only. wilt of. Governrent currently
studying the problem isthe Directorateof Intelligence CSir, which’
has charges the Air Technical: Iatélligence Center (ATIC) with...

responsibility for investigating the revortsof sightiags... at ATIC - _.

there is a group of three-officersand two secretaries to which cama,

throush official chirrels; all reports of Sightings,.. This group _

conducts investication of the resorts, consulting as required with ©

other Air Porce-and civilian techhiesl sovséiiriel, A world-wide>=.- 0 6.5 to--

reporting system has been-institited-dnd-rajorAirForce Bases haveTM ~~

been ordered to rake interceotions of unidentified flying objectss~.--

The reasearch is being conducted on a-case basis and is designed topag Ones

provide a satisfactory explarition ofeach individwil Sighting. . -....:

ATIC has concluded an arrangementwith Battelle menorial Institute . ...

for the latter toesteblisha rmichire-indexditg system for official. _. ..

reports-of sightingsg-= 0S.

3, Since 1947; ATIC has Tecéived approéidmtely 1500 official

reports of sightings plus an enormous voluns of Jetterg, phone calls,
and press reports, DuringJuly 1952 alone, officiel reports totaled 250, .-

Of the 1560 reports, Air-Foree-carcles 20 percent as wnemminined and

of those received fron-Janvary through July 1952 it carries 23 percent

unexotainea, . ; .

4, . In its inquiry into this problei,a tean from CIA's Office

of Scientific Intelligence consulted with a representative of Air

of the Air Force Project at Vricht~Patterson Air Force Sase; reviewed
a considerable volune of intelligence redérts; checked the Soviet

press and oroideast incices; and conferred with three Gra consultants,
vho have broid knowledge of the technical areas concerned, :
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5, It vas found that the ATIC study is protably valid if the

purpose is Linlted to a case-by-case explanation, However, that

study dozs not solve the more fundanental aspects of the problem,

These aspects are to determine definitely the nature of the various
phenozena which are causing these sightings, and to discover means

which these causes, and their visual or electronic effects, my

be ideatified immediately. The CIA consultants stated that these

solutions would probably be found on the margins or just beyond ths

frontiers of our present knowledge in the fields of atmospheric, ©
donospheric, and extraterrestrial phenazena, with tho added possibility .

that the present dispersal of nuclear waste products might also :
be a factor, Thay recenzended that a study group be formed to perforn

three functions:

a, analyze and systeraticze the factors which constitute
tho fundarental.prodlem3—~- =

d. doternine the fields 6f furidanental selence which

must be investigated in order.to reach an understanding of

the phenasena involved; and vo

c.— make reecemendationsfor the initiation of appropriate

research, ;

Dr, Julius A. Stratton, Vies President of the YAssachusetts Institute” ~
of Technology, has indicatedto CIA that suth a group could be ~

constituted at that Institute, Siiitlarly, Project Lincoln, the~ = ~~

Air Force's air cefense rroject at MIT,:could be charged with sae - -

of these responsibilities, '

6. The flying saucer situation contains two elerents of danger

which, ina situation of international tension, have national security —

implications... These-ares ene

<Nith worlaaiide sightings reported, itay” Psychotsnie:

yas found thit, uo to the tine of the-invéstigation,there Pad
been in the Soviet-press-no-report or cammeat, even satirical, = --

en flying saucers; though Gromyko had mide one humorous

rentioa of the sudject. With a State-controlled press, this

could result onlyfrom an official policy decision, The
question, therefore, arises as to whetheror not these sightings: - . -

(1) , could ba-controlled, 7Pe Gee are fy . we gts es
MAMIE Sea Fee oor

Ft en ie we

(2) could be predicted, and

(3) could be used froma psychological warfare
~~ c+ pofint_of view, elther offensively or defensively,
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The public concern with the phenomena, which is reflected both
in the United States press and in the pressure of inquiry upon the
Air Force, indicates that a fair proportion of our population
is rentally conditioned to the acceptance of the incredible,

In this fact lies the potential for the touching-off of mass

hystaria and panic,”

do Air Vulnerability ~ The United States Air Warning Systen

will undcubdtedly always depend upon a combiration of radar screen~
ing and visual observation, The U.S.5.R. is credited with the- mes
present capability of deliveringan air attack aguinsttha ==,” 7

United States, yet at any given moment now, there nay be .

current a dozen official unidentified sight ings plus rany a
unoflicial ones, At anymogentof attack, we are now in a es

posizion where we cannot, on an instant Masis, distinguish-

hardware fron phanton, and eg tension mounts we will-run-tha - -
increasing risk of false”‘Alerts end the even greater danger
of falsely identifying the-real_as phantas,

7. Both of these probdlets are primarily operational in rature 7
but each contains readily apparentintelligence | factors.... -.-g cee > wi.

. §&, Fron an operatioral pointof view, thres actions are a 
a

required: 
.

a, Imediate steps shouldb¢ taken toimorove identification

of both visual and electrotiic vhantaa so that, in the event of

en atiack, instant and poositive identitfication of enemy_plenesTM0
or missiles can be redey 2 .

utilication could te made of these vhenosena by United "states
psycholesical “arfare planners and what;if any, defenses. should

be planned in- anticipation of Soviet attempts to utilize them,:

¢. In order to nininize risk of panic; ‘a national policy >>>
showld de established ag to what should. be. told the public” ~~ .

regarding the phenonena,B
h
 

Le

9. i Cther intelligence problemswhich reqtire deternination ~
are: se é

.&, The present- level of Soviet knowlwledge regarding | :
ou _. these phenomena, wee Pa, ae ren E

b, Possible Soviet intentions and caoatstities to
utilize those rhenomena-to the detriment of United States
socurity. interests. cep geet . ard

1 The

pees _ o> ee Zup- Bees ty Ree fat ere

7 wee= |

b. A study stould be anstituted-to determine what, ifany,> -"2 soci
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H ; ce, Tho reasonsfor silence in the Soviet press

; ' yegarding flying saucers,

i 10, Additional research, differing in character and emphasis
i fran that -presently being performed by Air Force, will bo required
i to neet the specific needs of both operations and intelligence,
i. a Intelligence responsibilities in this field as regards both collection
i _ and analysis can be discharged with naxinum effectiveness only after
oo much more is known regarding the exact nature of these phenouena,

ll, I consider this problem to be of such importance that it

should be brought to thaattentionof the Mational Security Council.
in order that a cocmmnity-wide coordinated | effort towerds its solution

HARSHALL CHADHSa
isis tant Director i

a Scientific Intelligence =.
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