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LT 0RAMDUL 103 . Director of Central Intelligence -
THRGUCH: Deputy-Director (Intelligence)
FRO: Assistant Director, Office of Scientifie
Intelligence

SUBJCTs "7 7 FlylngSaucers ~

1. PROBLT=Té-détéFuifier (2) Thether or not there are national .

security imslicaticns in the problem of Yanidentified o - I
flying objectsty (o) wrether ormot adequate study and ... - - :
researca-is cxrently teing directed to this problem

in its relaticn to such national security implications;

and_(c) what further investigation and research-should -~ .7

be instituted, by whomy—and-under what aegls. - R

2. FACTS AYD DISCUSSION-—0SI-AZg-investigaled the vork curreatly
being performed on "flying saicers® and found thab the
Mir Tecaniczl-IatelliZence Center, DI, USAF, Wrigat- ———
Patterson Air Force D2se, is the only group devoling '
appreciadle efford and study to this subject, that ATIC-
is concentratinzon a case-by-case explanation of gach
resort, ‘and that this effort is not adequate to corre-
late, evalaate, and resolve the situation on an over-
211 basis. Tae current provlea is discussed in detail

in TA3 A, -

3. CONCLUSIONS—'rlying saucers" pose two elemenis of danger
vaicn have national security implications, The first
involves nass psycnclosical considerations and the
second concerns the vulnerability of the United States
ts zir attack. botn factors are ajplified in TAB A.

k. ACTION RICOLENDED--(a) Taab the Direator of Central Intel-
ligence advise the iational Security Council of the
implications of the "ilying saucer” problenm and request

that reszarch be initiated, TA3 B is a draft memo-

C#wl sfes WX rendud to the NSC, for the XI's siznature; * (b) That =7 R

the TCI discuss.this subjéct with the Psychological

Straico- Toand, 4 memorapdunm to the Director,

Psyciolorical Stratesy fodrd, i{s attached for sig-

nature as TA3 C. (c) mat CIA, with the cooperation L
of PS3 and other interested departaents and agencles,

JALN

devalop and recommend for adoption by the HSC a
Approved for Release
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1 0L DUN T0s Director of Central Inbelli.gehce
THEOUCH: Deputy Director (Intelligence)

FRO%: Assistant Director, Office of Scientific
Intelligence

SUBJ=CT: Flying Sancers

1, PROBLI-To determine:—(a) “hether or not there are national
security imslications in the prodblem of "unidentified
flying objects"; (o) whether or not adequate study and
researcn is curreatly being directed %o this problem
in its relation to such national security implications;
and (c) what further investigation and research saould .
bte instltuted, by whoz,-and-under what aeglsy "~ 7~

Antbnaihbdhdt 3

2. FICIS XD DISCIS3LON—-03I-hzsinvestigated the work curreatly
- being verfored-on flying saucers? and found that the
Alr Tecanical-IatelliZeace Céntér, DI, USAF, Vright-
Patterson JMx Torce Sase, is the-only group devoiing
N appreciable-effort-and study to this subjeet, that ATIC
oo ’ is concentraiingon-a case-by-case explanation of each :
renort, aad that this effort is not adequate to corre~ -—--
late, evaliates, and resolve the situation on an over-. -
all basis, _ Thé cirrent provled is discussed in detail
in TA3A., - '

AL dde ik tn s

Py

3. CONCLy3IGNS—vAying-saucdersiimose-tvo-elenents of daager
vhich have nationat—sécurity iwplications. . The first
involves mass psycholoyical considerations and the
second concerns the vulnerabiliti of the United States
to-air-attack, Both factors are amplified in TAB-A.

LT SORE PRIV WL P T

L. ACTION RECOLLEIDID--(a)-That-theé -Diréotor of Central Inted- - -~ . - -
ligence advise the Yational Security Council of ine :
implications o tha "Ilyins saucer™ oroblexn and reguest -
) - thatressarch ve initiated; TA5 B is a draft memo- -~ .« -y -
#30h ooeen W0 pandwi-to the NSC; for the ICI!S signature.  (b) That =~ =

the LI discuss.this suvjéet with the Psychological
StFatzE=iT5552, A movordidun to the Directicr,

Psyciiolorical- Stratesy-Foard;-is-attached for sig-

. P e L) - e oa=
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.3 - - natare as TAB G,--(c) mhat CT4, with the cooperation - ___‘
A - © of P$37and other intérested desartacnts and agencies,
' : develop aad recomnend for-adoption by the NSC a

o~ o - S v
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.
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policy of public information viri.ch w1l mininize concern
end possible panic resulting fro:x the nunerous sizatings
of unidentified objects. -
Lssistant Director. . ~ . . . _ :
Scientific Intelligence
AN
1\8 A-=_femorandua _to-ICI, through DDI, Subject: Flying. ..
Saucers..
TAB B--Letlier:to ilational Securit:, Council vi.th enclosure,
TAB C-=lemo=to-Directon, 7 SJcnolo:a.cal Stratezy Board wi.'c.n
enclosure,
3
: CONOUPRENCES s T2 20 Smn i i it T S S
Date:. t"_’/ . _
; LOYTIS &. BECKSA ‘, .
. Deputy Director/Intelligence v
3 ACSTC BY APPROVING ATTHORITY: .
Data: ;
foproved (diszpproved): - - EE
i WALT:=R By SUETH |
3 ‘ Director
: 'V L] }"‘*\ﬁ‘f“x"‘ LY S Lo _fa,"ﬂ: e _._ DU R ) i !
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1231 02A1DUN FCR1  Direotor-of Central Intelligence
THROUSH : Deputy Director (Intelligerce)
SUBJZCT =t Flying Saucers

1. Pecently an inquiry =s-couducted by the Office of Scientific
Intelli-ense to determinovhether-there-are naticnal securlty implications”
in the problem of "unidentified flying objects," i.,e., £lying saucers;
whether adequate study and Fesearch 1S cufrently beinz directed Yo -
this prodlex in its relaticn:-to such -ntaticeal: securiiy imslications;
and uhat furtner investigation-and research should be instituted,~ -~ -~ ~— "=~
by waca, erd under what zegis, - -

2, It was found that the -only wdt of Governrent currently
studying 4the problem is-the Diréctorate of Intelligence C3AF, which
hs charged the Air Technical-Iatelligénce Center (ATIC) vith ... ...
rosponsibility for investigating the reports of sightlogs.. At ATIC - .
there is a group of thres-officers end tWo sectétarles to whick ceme, . . .. . .
throush official clamnels;all-reports of sightings,. This grovp =
conducts irvestisation of tha revorts, consulting as required with :
othar Alr Porce and civilian techaical persennel, A world-widess.. .~ o o fo—o
reporting system has been-imstittted andrajor-Air Force Bases have -~~~ ..° ™
boen o-dered io mamke intercepiions of unidentified flying objectsy— -
The rasearch is being conducted on a case basis and is designed to
provids 2 satisfactory explsratich of each individwal'sighting, . ...... ..
ATIC has concluied an errarngemsnt with Bittelle ienorial Imsiitute el
for tha latter toestablisha rachire-indedng system for official. . .
reports-of sightingsqs——= -~ oL o

T »

3, Since 1947, ATIC 1As Téweived approidmately 1500 officfal - -
reporis of sightings plus an enormous volune of letters, phene calls, .
and press reports. . During July-1952 alona, official reports tola led- 250, -
Of the 1500 reperts, Alr-Force cariles 20 percent as unexminined atd
of those received fromJaowary through July 1952 it carries 238 percent’
unexained, = , _ ) : -

4. Xn its imquiry into this problén, a teéam from CIA's Offlce
of Sziontific Intelligence consulted with a representative of Air

~« Farce Spacial Studies Group; discussed the problen with those in charge

of the Adr Force Projeet at ‘richt~Patterson Alr Force Znse; reviewed
a consifemble volums of intellidence-repérts;-checked the Soviet
press and oroadeast indices; and conforred vith three Coa conzuliants,

vho have broad lnculedge of the technical areas concerned.
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5, It vas found that ths ATIC study is protably valid if the
purpose 1s limited to a case~by-case explanation, However, that
study do2s not solve the nore fundamental aspects of the problem,
These aspects are to determine definitely the nature of the various
phenamena which are causing these sightings, and to discover means

vhich these causes, and their viswal or electronic effects, may
be ideatified inmediately. "The CIA consuliants stated that these
soluticns would probably be found on the rargins or just beyond the
froatisrs of our present knowledge in the fields of atmospherie, - -
jonospheric, and extraterrestrial phenarera, with tho added possibility .
that the present dispersal of nuclear waste products might alse :
be a factor, ' Thay reccurmended that a study group be formed to perforn
three functionst '

a, analyze and systeratize the factors vhich constitute
tho fundarsntal problemy —- -~ - — -7

b, deternine the fields of fundamental science vhich
' must be investigated inorder-to reach an imderstanding of
] the phenasena involvedy and - - -

-

¢.—make reccrmendations £or the initiatiom- of appropriate
research, :

E . Dr. Julius A, Stratton, Vics Président of the assachusetts Imstitute™ = -
3 of Technology, bas indicated to CIA that suth a group cowld te - - T
consiituted 2% that Imstiiute, SiRdlarly, Profect Lincoln, the™ = ~ "7 =7~
Air Feres's air defense rroject at MIT,:could be charged with sane -

of trhase responsibilities, :

6. Thke flying saucer situation contains two elerents of danger
waich, in a sitwaticn of interrational ténsicn; Favo national securily
implications,. These.are: e

aladel:

. a, Psvelolomizsl =ik world-vide sightings reported, it~ "
vas found that, vo to the time of the-invésiigation,there Pad "~ o
been in the Soviei-press-noreport or cammeat, even satirical,.
cn flying saucers; though Gromyko bad rade one humorous
rentioa of the sudbject, With a State-controlled press, this
cc1d result oaly from an official policy decision, The
question, therefore, arises as to whether-or not these sightingss - - -

& o AL bl s St hinid, B a0 b s al

1) . could ba controlled, L R
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(2) could bo predicted, and

(3) could be used from a psychological arfare
= = -* point_of vicw, elther offensively or defensively.
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The public concern with the phenomena, vhich is reflected both

in the United States rress and in the pressure of inquiry upon the
Air Force, indicates that a fair rroportion of our populaticn

is rentally conditioned to the acceptaniée of the incredible,

In this fact lies the _potential for the touching-off of mass
hystaria and pande,

b, Air Vulnerability ~ The United Siates Air Varning System
will undcudbtedly alvays depend upon a combiration of r‘»dar screen=
ing and viswal observation, The U.8.5.R. is credited vith the -
present capability of delivering am air attack ageinstthe -
United States, yet at any given mcment now, tbere ray be . .
current a dozen official wnidentified sigh ings plus rany NEE
unofficinl ones, At any mement of attack, ve are now'in a ToTT ‘
posiiion vhere ve cannot, on an instant tasis , distingulsh -
hardrare froa pbantax, and ag tension mounts ve. vill run-tha - -
increasing rislk of falsa alerts end the even greater dangsr

of falsely identifying the real as phantcm, ' g

7. Both of these probleds are primerily aoaratio:‘.al in nawre
but each contains readily armarenu inte]ligence faetors,... .—p oo il

. 8, TFroman operatioral point-of view, three actions are o .
required: .

a. Ixediate stevs should be taken to improve identification
of both visual and electrotie’ vhantan so t‘xat, in ths event of .
en attack, instant and nosit.ive iaon.,i‘ic" tion of erery_planes™ " - 7
or rissiles can be r=de,” .. ST .

b. A study shondd e -imstituted-to determine what, if any,;- -7- i
utilization could te made of these phenomerz by United Suates

psyvhole':.cal Varfare planners and wkat, if any, defenses. should
be planned in- articip.tion of Soviet atte:':vts to utilize tkenm,-

¢, In order 'l‘.o nininize risk of panie; a ratiopaXlpoldey "~ — 7 "7
should b2 established 25 Yo vbat should. be "t01d the public” = .
regardir" the phenonzna,

9. : Other intelligénce probleéms vhich require deterniration
are; \\‘ :

.a., The present- leve]. or Soviet kno»rledge rcnanhng ' i
o these phero:ana el T2 . :

b. Possible Soviet intentions and capabilities to
utilize those rhenomena.to the detriment of United States ‘
security interests. o e £ ‘ . B

ST .
P s e o ,@ .-,-«._.K. .‘ . -:-..g:.,.r.. ‘e
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_ ¢. Tho reasons for sllence in the Soviet press
" vegarding flying saucers,

fron that presently being perfomed by Air Force , will be required

to neot the specific reeds of both operations and intelligence,

P o Intelligence responsibilities in this field as regards both collection

i  and analysis c2n be discharged with raxdnun effectiveness only after
o muc.h nore 1s known regarding the exact nature of these phencaena,

’ 10, Addition2l research, differing in character and emphasis

11, I consider this problem to be of such importance that it
should be brought to thé atisntion of the Mational Security Council.
in oxder that a comcunity-wide coor@imted effort towards its solution

nay be initiated,

%Woz.&.u.,m G

MARSHATLL CHADUSLL / o
Aqsis tant Director

Scientific Intelligence .
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